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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S BIOGRAPHY OF CHRIST
2. ‘LIFE . . . PROMISED BEFORE TIMES EETERNAL’

QIBRbas:cpassage for these muessages iis Il Comit-  that was true of Him at the beginning has to be

thians iii. 3: *... . beivgynade enarifestetiathy@t gie ave armade true of us, that is, in a spiritual way.
epm&eoﬁmmtsmmstededybysusmmntemnultlwlth Now, when we open our New Testament, we
ink, but withh the Spirit of the livivgy God, not in  have the biography of the earthly life of the Lord
tellbs o S tine) ehuls Uk itabdds] dsattuae aemisayifatileshlesus in three of the Gospels, and two of those
We have seen that the Holy Spirit is writinga Gospels tell us of His earthly beginning and birth.
spiritual life of the Lord Jesus in the hearts of They give us His genealogy, tracing Hiim right back
believers, and we proceed now with this gpiritual to the beginning of Man on the earih, The third
biography. Gespel %ves us the begbaamggaf his ministry, but
af‘m?at ; te §ayHi @hut e%ehetmg,e iii@f w%g

earthly mether, her Hi§ heme. ust begins
THE BEGINNING QF THE BIOGRAPHY the ministry of the Lord Jesus, wheﬁ He was thi

When a biography is being written of some im- Years of age. Bui the fourih | ighores all thef,
portant person, we always want to know their It has ne ag to say abeut Bethlehem, ner abeut
beginning—somettiingg about their birth, their Nazareth. It says nething abeut Da‘vﬂd fer Adam,
home andi their country. That is very important to  but just leaps right back ever all earthly histery -
us where the Lord Jesus is concerned, for what we and takes us iat@ eternity before tirde was. Yeu
are trying to see is that what was true of Him the khew that I am §98&Kiﬁ% abeut the Gespel By
Holy Spirit is seeking to make true in us. His be- Jehn, which begins with that dateless time before
ginning has to be our beginning; His home hastobe the Werld was, aﬁe shews s that the Seaship ef
our home; His country must be our country. All the Lord Jesus was et a thing ef time ealy, But
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that it was eternal and supermsttuna], and not
natural. John describes it in this way (and he in-
cludes us with the Lord Jesus in this matter):
“, . . which were born, not of bloods (that is, the
bleed ef Josﬁg and Mary), nor of the will of the
flesh, ner of
13). Born of God! When was the Lord Jesus born
of Ged? Net at Bethlehem only, but away lback
there before time was. And the wonderful tHing is
this: that the deepest truth in the life of a child ef
Geod is that he ef she is net a ehild ef time, but a
ehild of eterhity, bern frem abeve—net in Bethle-
hem, ner in Switzenkandl, ner England, ner Get-
maﬂg, fer in gther plase here 61 this earthi—
but Bern frem abeve. That is a supernatural aet ef
the Spirit of Ged.

What does it mean to be borm? It is to receive
life. If, then, we are born from above; if ours is a
supernatural birth, then the link with the Lord
Jesus is the link of eternal life.

We must get hold of this! Yow may think that
when you were born again it was in some place
that you can mention, but that is only something
to do with this earth. Youw were not really born
again on this earth. You were born where the Lord
Jesus was born. You were fiet reslly bornh on any
date which yeu can mention 1n the earthly caleadar.
You were bern ih eterhity, Your hemie is not here
at all. Your here is eutside of this werld and eut-
side of time. 1A this matter we, like the Lerd Jesus,
are bern with eternal life.

This is a very wonderful thing. If the Bible is
true, it is a very wonderful book. If Christianity is
true, it is a very wonderful thing. We are so familiar
with these things about Christianity that we have
lost something of the wonder of it all. I think we
need to sit down with our Christianity again and
really think about it in this way: the Holy Spirit Is
¥ ing what was true of the Lord Jesus if us,
and the beginning of His history and the begitmimng
of our history is 1n eternity.

You ought to look up all those references to
““before the world was™, “before times eternal”,
and see us in the mind of God away back there!
“Whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be
conformed to the imnage of his Son™ (Romans viil.
29), and the first thing in that image s the eternal
life which is in Himn.. So John begins his G@iﬁ}
with: “‘In him was life” (John i. 4), and lgter in
same Gospel Jesus will say: ““I am come that they
may have life”” (John x. 10). In both of those state-
ments it is taken for granted that no one outside of
Jesus Christ has that life. If they already had life
why should He come from heaven in order that
they should have 1t ?

will of man, but of God™ (Uohmii.

This is very elementary, I know, but we have not
got very far yet. This is the beginning of the bio-
grthy of Jesus Christ which is tsimg winiitiesm iy the
Holy Spitit in the hearts of believers. Off course, it
is very simple when you come to think about it. It
is very wonderful, very profound, but very simple,
for the very first thing that a newly born again
child of God realizes is that something has hap-

efed which makes him know that he does not

elong here any longer. He has a new home, a new
nativity, a iew genealogy, and it goes—mot back to
Adam, Thank God for that'—but back, past
Adam, into the eternity of Jesus Christ. You
uhderstand that 1 am not talking about the deity
of Jesus Christ, but about His Sonship, and I said
before that that Sonship relates to hunamity. I zam

ot golng to argue et oot mow, it the puese of
Geod In e man was to biing Himsellf iinto the
relationship of Father and children, and by child-

heed te senship, That Is another thing I am not
geing to argue abeut! I think that will come out as
Wwe 8o e8.

So we begin the biography in etermity. I wonder
if you are aware of that! We have a hymn which
says:

*I am a stranger here, within a foreign land,
My home is far away, upon a golden stramdi’’*

As we go on our life-journey we do find that we are
getting further and further away from our natural
birth, further and further away from this world,
and we are becoming more conscious of our
heavenly relationship.

ETERNAL LIFE THE GOVERNING FACTOR

I want to look at two or three fragments of
Scripture:

“For if, by the trespassofithb o) eleatdatbigreilynec
thraugghe b eneyermeicimone shaliadham efathrateiaceive
the abunddaceefofrgrecerahofofthgifgisf eighesieous-
ness reigminrlifefe, dbagrever ersusaSHRsENris
So thenaaskrongigbnenedymapaie ndgasigameniecam
e oj?“'m tmmmﬂﬂ%;&mw ﬂﬁoﬁfg?ﬂug{ll on
act of righteatieelss Eegifpiddntamgoutjionanl me
to fustiyitanidn pOhiAfe (R Gorarans. v 711 8)8).

. . . im hayeeofiectennblifefoyhithofodoshondan-can-
not lie, promireddbafdoa ¢imtes e eterliiaTit@EituR)L. 2).
That life, then, links us with what is eternal.

**Paud), am apmsstbe off fChNristaesxidlpythaewdli| bof
Gadl, acondingydahb provoivd sy oid ligel vbbiomictnis ir
Chwitst Jbzs1s3™ (X1 Timrothiyi.i 11).

Now I want to say one or two quite important
things at this point. This that is called eternal life
is the factor which determines everything in his-
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tory and destiny. Not religion, nor ritual, nor
orthodoxy, but life determines history and human
destiny. It governs everything. The Bible is God’s
Book of world history and human destiny, and it
1s wonderful how universal the Bible is. It compre-
hends the whole human race, it governs the des-
tiny of all the nations which make up the human
race, and it contains the principles of destiny, And
the centre of the Bible, from the beginning to the
end, is this that is called eternal life. It is the all-
governing factor.

Life détermines whether God is present or not.
The question, down to the smallest detail, is a
question of life. Begin with the individual and the
individual’s personal experiences. If we understood
rightly we should know that this matter of life is
governing our personal experiences. We are indi-
vidually involved in this great governing matter of
life, and that determines whether God is with us.
The same is true of any company of God’s people,
or any company of religious people. The thing that
determines whether God is there is this matter of
life. God is the source of life, and He cannot be
present and life not be there, That, surely, is a very
searching thing for our assemblies! Thus, in every
sphere, this question of life governs.

Now we are going to look at the Bible along
three lines. The eartly life of the Lord Jesus was
divided into three sections, and each one of those
sections has to be repeated in the life of the believer.
First, there was His birth and infancy; secondly,
His childhood; and, thirdly, His manhood. These
are three distinct sections in the biography of Jesus
Christ, and the whole Bible is divided into those
three main sections. The issue in each of the sec-
tions is life.

BABYHOCOD

The first section is what we call the time of the
antediluvians, that is, the people before the Flood,
and the great antediluvians were Abel, Enoch and
Noah. That was the infancy of the people of God,
of the Divine biography which was being written
by the Holy Spirit. That infancy is marked by very
simple things, as one 'would expect. We do not
expect very much when we are dealing with babies,
and here we have, in that particular period, the
babyhood of the people of God.

One simple thing governed the babyhood of the
race, and it is the characteristic of all spiritual
babyhood. In doctrine we call it ‘Justification by
Faith'. I am afraid I am rather tired of that phrase,
for it sounds so theological! Justification by faith
is the mark of spiritual infancy, the beginning of
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spiritual history, but I think some of the music has
gone from that phrase, What is justification?
Another word used is, as you know, righteousness.
But what is righteousness by faith? I love a certain
translation, which translates that word ‘rigiiteous-
ness’, or justification, like this: ‘Right standing
with God.’ Is that not lovely ? ‘Being in right stand-
ing with God.” Is not that what the whole world is
craving for? Is that not what the whole human
race longs for? Is that not what we all desire more
than anything else ? God, being what He is, so per-
fect, so holy, so particular, is it possible that you
and I, being what we are, should be in right
standing with Him ?

You know, in business that is a very important
thing. In the commercial world, if one business is
asked to do something for another, they look at
their books to see what transactions they have had
with them before, and they say: ‘Are they in right
standing with us ? Have they paid all their accounts ?
Are they in our debt? Are they on good terms with
us? Are we quite satisfied with them? Can we
trust them ? Can we commit our bnsiness to them ?’
It all depends upon whether they are in right ‘stand-
ing or not.

That is how it is between humanity and God. So
far as humanity is concerned, God may very well
ask: ‘Are they in right standing with Us? Are they
in debt to Us? Have they been right in their busi-
ness transactions 7" That is all gathered up into one
word, so far as God is concerned: ‘Are they in the
Lord Jesus? If they are it is all right, All the debts
are paid and all the business is clean. We can go on
with them. We can commit out interests to them.’
That is right standing with God, justification by
faith, righteousness by faith. Now you notice
what Paul said in that passage in the Letter to the
Romans which we read. What is the basis of the
New Testament? Life because of right standing
with God. That is wonderful! Can it be true?
Brother, sister, worried to death about yourself and
how God looks at you, worried because you think
that God looks at you as you look at yourself, here
is this wonderful word which is the beginning! The
antediluvians just received life on the basis of
right standing with God. That is all!

What about Abel? Do you think that he was a
perfect man ? But the whole of Abel’s life is gathered
up into one thing: he believed God, and he knew
that })1e was in right standing with God. (Hebrews
Xi. 4.

What shall we say about Enoch? I think he was
a very wonderful person. If you read the chapter
in Genesis where Enoch is mentioned you find that
it is all about people who are dying because of sin
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This one lived so many years and died, that one
lived so many years and died, and you are ready to
go on with the whole miserable story—but it is
interrupted. It just says, in Genesis v. 24: “Enoch

walked with God—he was in right standing with

God—and he was not; for God took him.” Then

you go back to more of the miserable story, until

you come to Noah.

The whole earth was full of iniquity. The heart of
every man was evil, but there was one man and his
family which stood on one ground only. Noah,
says Peter, was a * of righteousness"—
a preacher of right standing with Godl. The whole
world was not in right standing with God, so it hadl
to die, but Noah and his family, who were in rigit
standing with God, were saved from death and
from judgment.

Did I say that this was infancy ? 1 tiiimritfinene aaee
a great mamy Christians who have not got further
than infancy yet! However, it is a great thing to
have got that far!

The Corinthians had not got beyond Noah, for
Paul said that they were still infants. They were the
Lord’s, because they had a the truth off
justification by faith, but the biography stopped at
that chapter. They were still in infancy long after
they should have gone on into the next chapter.

Do you see the point that I am trying to make?
It is that God has ordained the whole history of.
humamity upon this basis of life, and the beginning
of it is on the ground of right standing with Gexdl.

CHILDHOOD

The second stage in the life of the Lord Jesus on
this earth was His childhood, His boyhood. We
have not a great deal about His boyhood in the
New Testament. There are only one or two things
said about it, but it was a loag period, and we caf-
not believe that it was an peried. 1t does say
that He ‘“grew in stature, and in grace with God angl
nGjnexg” (Luke 11, 52). He grew in right standing with

od.

The second period of the spiriituell biography of
Jesus Christ is much fuller than that, indgegl, it
occupies practiczilly all the rest of the New Testa-
ment, for it is the period between being born and
being perfected. It states that He ‘‘was made per-
fect” (Hebrews v. 9). What dines tined mean It trhagy
create a problen flor yowimttzatiewiwowaasaitibaeist
sin, whom we think of as being perfect, should have
to be t.bhtit odcoamse ot ddgaoditliee
word “perfect’ is not the New Testament idea. The
New Testament meaning of the word ‘perfect’ is
*being mnde full, or complet®. While for us 1t may

4

mean being made different in nature, it was not
that with Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was work-
ing upon that which was not yet complete to make
it complete.

I wonder if I am going to get into trouble over
what 1 going to say now! I am going to ask
those of you who have been saved for, say, sixty
years: ‘Are you better in yourself today than you
were 1n the beginning?” I have been saved for sixty
years and I think 1 am a great deal worse today
than 1 was when I was saved! Does that sound
terrible? But you know what 1 mean—1J1 no
more perfect today than I was sixty years ago. If
you are speaking about my human nature, what I
am 85 a child of Adam, well, old Adam is as
troublesome to me today as ever he was! Andl e,
something is happening in us. 1 sometimes say:
‘Well, 1 thay be preity bad teday, but the Lord
alefie knows what 1 weuld have been if He had ot
saved me!’

This is the period from infancy to mamhood. I
believe that the Lord Jesus had many a temptation
and a trial during those thirty years. We just
have a little glimpse of his home life, in that He hadi
some brothers and sisters, and, you know, brothers
and sisters can really put you on the spot! I had
some brothers and sisters and I was not the eldest
of the family, so they were often a very big trial to
me. Jesus had some brothers and sisters and we are
told that His brothers did not believe in Him. It Is
not when peop]e in your own family de not

belleve i you. ‘Oh, he thinks he is sameb@d?n He
has a lot of strange ideas, but we will knoeck all that
out of him!’ Is that not the way they talk? Jesus
was not without these difficulties and trials, and
that lasted for thirty years. I do net knew how
much Mary t6ld her other sons and diausihters #bout
Jesus, or whether she still kept it all in her heat,
but they ceuld see that He was different, and that
was enough te proveke eppesitien.

Well, I need not say more. The period of boy-
hood was a period of discipline, a period of learn-
ing, a period of education. The Old Testtanwitt Ines
that period and it is quite a long one, for it is the
period of the Patriarchs.

Who are the Patriarchs ? Abraham, Isaac, Jkexuil,
Joseph and Moses. Do you not see what a period
of education that was ? Godl had! these mem 1m His
school and He was teaching them the laws of
Divine life. Visit Abraham at school and see what
he is learmimg about the laws of Divine life! Was
Isaac at school? Was he learming the great laws of
Divine life? Lett me put that in another way. Was
Jsaac being taught the principles of mesurrection
life? You know, we have some wrong ideas about
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these men, and we often think that Isaac was a
little boy and Abraham could pick him up and put
him on the altar. From our standpoint he was a
grown man at that stage, not even a teenager. He
had grown to have a will, a mind and feelings of his
own, and he could have resisted his father. He
could have rebelled against him. He was in a hard
school, for he had to surrender everything to death
in order that he might learn the law of resurrection
life.

From Isaac we go on to Jacob. Need we say any-
thing about Jacob? Was he at school? He wasin a
very hard school indeed! The discipline in Jacob’s
life was very severe, for God put him through it.
However, he came out all right in the end and be-
came the father of the nation, of the twelve tribes.
That was resurrection! That was life out of death!
That was victory out of adversity!

MANHOCD

Now you are wondering what the next phase in
the Old Testament can be! Well, of course, I leave
out a lot, and come to the phase of the Prophets.
That is really a longer phase than the part of the
Old Testament which is called the Prophets, for
Samuel was a Prophet. You go through the whole
school of the Prophets, and when you listen to them
what do'you hear? Can you hear the Prophets?
They are crying, they are groaning, they are in pain.
What is all this about ? It is the travail of life. It is
the mature, the manhood phase of the Old Testa-
ment.

That phase—the travail of life—began immedi-
ately Jesus moved from the Jordan. The battle for
life began then, and from then on to the Cross it
was the travail of life. This great thing called
‘eternal life’ has entered into a great conflict in the
universe, and Calvary became the centre of the
whole universe. It was not just something that hap-
pened in a small place called Palestine, just outside
Jerusalem. It reached out into all the world, and
then it reached beyond the world. Calvary was a
great cosmic battle. Paul says that He stripped off
principalities and powers in His Cross (Colossians
ii. 2). It was the great travail of life.

Now, dear friends, this ought to help us to under-
stand what the Holy Spirit is doing with us. I do
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not want to discourage young Christians, nor do I
want to cast a shadow over your growing Christian
life, but I must say this: the further we go with the
Lord, the longer we live with Him and the closer
we walk with Him, the more intense becomes this
travail of life. Is that true? What do you know
about that? We have sometimes said, when we are
having a very difficult experience: ‘It does not get
easier as we get older!” You would think that,
having walked with the Lord for so many years, He
would let us have a little easier time at the end, but
He does not do so. Does that explain something?
Things are getting more difficult and sometimes the
devil says: ‘Ah, this is because the Lord is not with
you. If that great Lord that you believe in was with
you, you would not have these troubles! That is
exactly what the devil said to the Lord Jesus when
He was on the Cross. “Your Father has left you.
You are suffering like this because He has given
you up.” You see how the devil twists things! But
spiritual maturity involves intensive conflict.

I have said that the third period in the Old
Testament, that of the Prophets, is the travail of
life. How the Prophets are suffering to bring back
that Divine life in fullness to the people of God!
Yes, the Old Testament closes—but what are you
going to say about closing the Old Testament? It
closes in tragedy, in hopelessness? Not at all! It
closes in order that the New Testament may open,
and what does the travail work out to in the New
Testament? A new history begins. Out of the tra-
vail ‘a child is born, a son is given’, the Old Testa-
ment is lifted up on to the heavenly plane, and the
Holy Spirit begins all over again in the spiritual
realm. He begins with our new birth, takes us on
into the period of spiritual growth, where we learn
the laws of spiritual life, and then on into the tra-
vail of life that the Kingdom should come, and we
are called upon to share this part of the biography
of Jesus Christ—*‘‘If we suffer with him, we shall
also reign with him” (IT Timothy ii. 12). And what
was the suffering of Jesus? It was the travail of His
soul that He should see His seed, prolong His
days and be satisfied. That is what He is doing in
us now by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
working toward that end—that He should be satis-
fied, and we shall be satisfied when we awake in
His likeness.

(To be continued)
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Switzerland, 1970

THE SPIRIT OF FAITH

* “I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly
afflicted: I said in my haste, All men are liars”
(Psalm cxvi. 10, 11).

“We having the same spirit of faith, according as
it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken;
we also believe, and therefore speak; knowing that
he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you” (II
Corinthians iv. 13, 14).

P Auvs situation was extremely difficult. He felt
weak in body; he was pressed even beyond measure,
There were many enemies and trouble on every
side, but he had one thing which made the out-
come of that difficult situation quite different from
what could have been expected. He had, as he says,
“the spirit of faith”, which means the spirit of
reality, of real reality. I shall come back to that
later.

He goes on to say: “according as it is written”,
and this is one of his favourite expressions. You
find it in I Corinthians xv. 3 and 4, where it
says: ““Christ died for our sins according to the
Seriptures; and that he was burijed, and that he
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.”
What does that mean ? It means that it was accord-
ing to the fixed, eternal will of God. It is something
that is real because God decided from eternity that
this should be, and when Paul says here that we
have the “same spirit of faith, according as it is
written”, he is relating himself and his present
situation to the eternal, fixed will and plan of God.
His situation is no accident, and Paul considers it
in the light of this real reality. He is saying: ‘God
has a plan and I am connected with that plan. God
moves through history according to the Scriptures
and now I, in some mystical way, am connected
with God’s movements through history. God is
fulfilling His plan. I am in difficulties- but God is
moving and I am with Him. 1 have the spirit of
faith, faith according to the Sciiptures, according
to what God has planned from eternity.” As we
, have this same spirit of faith, we are allowed to
quote the Scripture which was in Paul’s mind. He
does not quote it himself, but we read it: “All men
. areliars” (Psalm cxvi. 10, 11). This is according to
the Scriptures and it is reality—all men are liars.

It means this: All men’s ideas about Paul and his
situation were lies. All that they thought, said and

planned about Paul in his difficulty was a lie. Per-
haps they said: ‘Poor Paul?’, but that would have
been a lie, because he was not poor at all. They
might have said: ‘This is a hopeless situation?
That would have been a lie, because the situation
was not hopeless. They might have said: ‘Paul’s
work has led to nothing!” That would have been a
lie. They might have said: ‘May we come and com-
fort you, Paul ?’, and their comfort would have been
a lie. They might have come and said some positive
things to cheer him, but that also would have been
a lie. All that comes from men—their ideas, their
plans, their words—is an illusion. It is in darkness,
without any connection with reality, and therefore
it 1s all lies.

Paul has the spirit of faith and therefore he
throws all these lies off from himself, that is, he
throws off men’s way of thinking about his situa-
tion, and the human way of commenting upon the
situation. He throws all this off and stands in the
spirit of faith in close connection with reality, with
God. He says: ““kmowing’, and when people speak
of llcnowing, then you feel that they are speaking of
reality.

What does Paul know? He knows that God
raised Jesus! That means everything to Paul. When
he says that God raised Jesus, I know that many—
perhaps you among them—would say that that
cannot be proved and it is only a matter of faith.
That is true. It cannot be proved in this world. Why
not? Because it is so real, and in the world of lies
and illusions that which is really real cannot be
proved. The reason why it cannot be proved is that
it is the truth. As I said, this world is in darkness
and all the ideas of men are illusions. In such a
world only illusions can be proved. Reality and
truth cannot be proved, and the life of faith is the
life of reality. It needs no proofs and it cannot be
proved. It is the same with truth. Truth has no
entrance into the world of illusions. Jesus said:
‘Because I speak the truth you do not believe it.
He did not say: ‘In spite of my speaking the truth
you will not believe.” Truth and reality cannot fit
into the ideas of men, but if we have the spirit of
truth, we are in contact with eternal, real reality,
and that is victory. ““This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith.”

Paul was in difficuities and disappointments,
weak in himself, and he had many enemies, but in
the midst of it all he was kept quiet, confident and
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strong, because all that he was outwardlly was not
the real thing. The real thing was: ‘] know Him
who raised Jesus from the dead. I am one with Hium
and therefore nothing can spill mne, for He will sliso
raise me. Nothing cam harm me. My enenties can-
not, disappointments cannot, seeming failures can-
not, bodily weakness cannot, death cannot and
Satan cannot. Nothing can, because I am one with
Him who raised Jesus from the dead.’

He goes on further. Not only does he say that
nothing cam harm him, but also that nothing can
spoil his work: ‘“‘Knowing that he which raised wp
the Lord Jesus . .» shall present us withymu™ At
“yaui”’ means his work. To the Corinthians he saiidi:
‘You are the seed of my apostleship, whether you
know it or not, whether you acknowledge it or not,
whether you are with mie mow or not. 1 have worikedl
in the name of Him who raised up Jesus from the
dead and nothing can spoil that work, because I
know the One who is rassil”

Do you say that? I would be very surpriissd if
there were not quite a number of difficulties repre-
sented among you, personal difficulties, difficulties
in work, difficulties in the Church, or difficuilties
with other Christians. Are you in contact with a
risen Saviouwtr? Do you have this spirit of faith
which says: ‘As it is written? Do you feel and
know yourself just now in contact with the move-
ments of God through the history of men ? If you
do, nothing can defeat you. You are mot prowdl aartl
you are not strong in yourself, but nothiag can
defeat %011. Perhaps you have no difficulties now,
but 1 sheuld be very surprisad if you do not have
some at least 1n future days. We have, in these diays,
been reminded of the importance of not fighting
our circunnsiamess, but irying to understand their
meaning and purpose. 1 take up this thread and
advise you net to speak as a liar. Do not say a word
untll you ean speak in the spirit of faith. If you
learn that lessen, you will be able to go on with
Paul en a tfiu&iiﬁh@ilt nete. We all know his glori-
eus words; ‘' All things work together for good 1o
them that leve Gedi” (Remans viil. 28), but that Is
net eneugh. All things must also work together for
goodforthose among Whom wie suerik. Iknowl tined bee
enough if we ourselves came through triumphandly,
but our work was spoiled. Therefore Paul says:
“All things are for your sakes, that the abundant
grace might through the thanksgiving of many
redound to the glory of God™ (1 Corinthiiams iiv.
15). This is a triumphant note, and something far
bigger than we are accustomed to. I myself would
feel very sorry if some day I had to say: ‘All things
worked together for good to me, but my work was
spoilt. The enemy was triumphant there and the
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difficulties were too greatt.’ ‘No!’ says Paul, ‘Never!’

The emphasis of the so-called ‘Holiness® teach- ,
ing is that the goal of everything is personal holi-
ness, coming through yourself, but that is only
half a truth. I do not want to come through by *
myself only. I want my work to come through
also! Satamic opposition and death in our own
bodlies will never spoil our work, provided we are
in contact with reality. Whatt is reality? It is God,
and He never suffers a defeat. He uses all His
enemies; they rum His erramdls and they are His
servants. Having the same spirit of faith, we are
connected to the living Godl, to His eternal plan
and to His strong purpose, and therefore all things
work together for good to us. ‘It all happens for
your sakes that the thanksgiving might redound
to the glory of God.’

But this is mot enough for Paul. He has the spirit off
faith andl goes on to say (in verse 17): “For caur
light afffliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.” Not only do we ourselves come through
and not only is our work being brought through,
but through eternities all our difficulties have
accomplished a very real weight of exceeding great
glory. Cam that be proved? Not in the world of
illusions! There you will fight your difficulties and *
tey to get rid of them, but in the world of reality,
where God reigns and where the spirit of faith pre-
vails, it can be proved.

Paul has been speaking of his very heavy diffi-
culties which, in chapter i, were too great for him
and he could not carry them. Now he calls them
‘light’ and says they are “but for a moment', and
yet they had lasted all his life! Whatt has hap-
pened? He is in contact with Godl and is just filled
with the spirit of faith, so that he now speaks a
language which anyone without that spiriit cannot
use.
I think I may alreadly have told you about my
great friend, Pastor Fjord Christensen in Denmark.
A lady once came to him and saidl: ‘My sufferings
and afflictions are so heavy and they have lasted fior
so many years.” He only repliiedi: ‘Have you be-
come a liberal theologian? The Bible says that
afflictions are light and only last for a moment.'
She spoke as a liar, but he spoke as a man of faith.
Which of them was speaking the trutin? He was,
and the lady accepted it. The trutth made her free
ﬁ. she was brought back into contact with

ity.

Tht?g is the victory! This is just the other side of
the Word of the Cross. We accept ever%thing Wiithr-
out fighting it and turn it, through the spirit of
faith, into something of real value for ourselves,
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for those among whom we work and for eternity.
That is a wonderful thing! That makes life much
nore interesting and gives us a completely diifferent
note when we speak, when we pray and when we
sing. That is the Gospel, a message of real joy, not
illusionaty joy, but real joy. That means lasting
joy, joy that cannot be taken away because it is
founded on God Himselff and therefore is strong,
masculine and real. Andl that joy is for us.

But we must come out of the world of illusions
and lies. We cannot remaim in our own way of
thinking and speaking. If you read one of the

famous books of history, such as Toynbee’s Histopy
of Mankinat) ypouwilil neseerffad dileenmosttreahEventt

in the history of mamkinmdi mentioned there. The
most real thing, and the thing of most value, was
the resumvestiimm of Jesus Christ, but the historians
never write about it. They write about the Greeks,
the Persians, the Romans, and the British, but they
never write about the resummestiimm of the Lord.
Why not? Because this real thing dioes not fit into
their philosophy and their way of thinking.

What I have said dioes not fit into our way of
thinking as natural men and women. It does not
fit into our feelings and emotiomns, nor into our
philosophy of life. The only way to accept this
word of Godl is to get out of our way of thinking
and out of our philosophy of life. We cannot har-
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monize these two ways of thinking and speaking.
Becatise it is thrutn e descanmse it ik nesdl, it czammott e
accepted by the natural mam. We have to have a
pew conversion and really tunn asnay firom our way
of thinking, speaking, feeling, advising and com-
forting one another, and get to terms with the Lord,
having a fresh encounter with Him who is real. We
have to refresh our spitits with the spirit of faith.
Then a new light is thrown upon everything and
we can smile and laugh where we used to weep.

Perhaps you will say: ‘1l am so weak, so small
and so weighed down!" My answer to that is:
‘Never forget that the greater the importance and
the more far-reschnimgy the work is to which the
Lord has called you, the lesser andl smaller and
weaker the vessel must of necessity be." The weaker
and smaller andi lesser the vessel, the greater is the
knowledge of reality, the knowledge of the spirit aff
faith and the knowledge of Him who raised Jisuss
from the dead. Such a vessel speak the word aff
faith which names ‘the things which are not’ as if
they were. That word is creative; it creates light
out of darkness, hope out of fear, and victory out
of what might seem to be a defeat.

This is life in the Spirit. It is the life of faith
which the Lord has bought and given to us.

P. M.

““A STORMY WIND SHALL REND IIT”

Readingy Pzekick kidii 8-8166.
Matthew v, vi, \iii.

WYHEN the monsoon begins in India—sad| yeou
have to experience a monsoon to understand wiinst
a stormy wind cain be like!—the heavens turti on
the taps and the water seems to come down all at
once. Then, after the first storm Is over and yeu go
through the streets of the cities, you will find that
houses have fallen down 1mfe %‘ndil]giiefe, aﬁggeoét
many years ago a very large building colls

completely. W%at Is the resson for mj%? It is be-
cause inferior materigls are used in the bulldings.
While the sun is shining and the weather is dry the
houses leok very nice. They are plastered up and
look quite selid; but as soon as the stormy wiad

comes along they are subjected to the test of
whether they will stand or fall. The reason why the
very large building fell was that it was just like tikiis
wall that we have read about in Ezekiel xiii. There
was only just alittle cement to a very large amount
of sand, which meant that the cement was net
sirong enough, net being made aceording to the
correct proportions, and the whele thing cellapsed.
It only needed the stormy wind to preve ef what
sort it was.

I believe that in many areas today the work of
God, and the people of God, are being subjected
to the stormy wind, and if we have not experieaced
it yet, Godl tells us that it is coming. There is a
fiexyttiahkliadtd o s Viéey\seeionigsiaays
are coming in the world as the end of this age
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draws near—and I am sure that iff our eyes aecaman
Wwe are aware that the end is drawing very mear..

We are building in three ways. First, we are
building the house of character, and that is what
these chapters v, vi and vii of Matthew’s Gospel
are about. Secondly, we are building houses of
families, and to build a family is the ordinary,
normal course of human life. Then, of course, we
are building together in the Church of God. We
are the hawsedbofd bHGEDA.

The kind of building that we are making is
vitally important, because in each of these areas
there is going to be a testing of what is true and
what is false, of what is real and what is just a
facade. We are going to experience as individuals,
as fgmi]ies, as churches, something of the stormy
wind.

Let us clear up one thing concerning this stormy
wind before we go further. It is not the work of the
devil, but is sent by Godl. We mead! im tinits cingpteariin
Ezekiel: ““Therefore thus s#idin the Lord God; 1 wiill
even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury” (verse
13), and in the prophecy of Jeremiah, chapter xxv,
verse 9, we read very strange words: ‘‘Behold, 1
will send and take all the families of the morth,
sgithkithe Loff% ;bﬁ&gﬁ\:rﬂl send wivto Nebg@h?ﬁlrlgzizaf
the king o my servend, and will bring
thern against this land, and against the inhabitants
thereof, and agalnst all these hatieas reund about;
and I will utterly destrey them, and make them an
astonishment, and ap hissing, and p gl deso-
latiens.” If Nebuchadrezzar, King ef Babylen, and
the Assyrians were instruments ih the hahd ef the
Lerd, then se are the nations of the earth teday. De
we read eur newspapers and say: ‘The dewvil is
wi ¥? Or do we recoghize the sovereign hand
of Ged in the ceurse of humman histery, i}
that Ged is werking all things after the ceunse] 6
His will—and! that 1neludes the eemmunist regime
of China, the chaetic conditions of India and the
Arab-Israel war. De we net read that it was ‘the
Spirit’ whe dreve the Lerd Jesus inte the wilder-
1ess 1o be fies of the dlevill STl véliaettatwe
st resognize that the stormy wind is sept by God
whe is in eentrel ef this uhiverse, althedgh, 6
ceurse, the ageney is the devil and all his werks.
And the stormy wind Is sent to test.

Now let us notice the point at which the testing
comes. These people in Ezekiel, when they were
plastering this wall with untempered mnortar—
whatever that may be!—were just covering up the
cracks with cheap plaster. They were building wiifin
inferior materiizlls. The sun was shining andl every-
thing went on all right day after day. They may
have gone on for a very long time, and it was not
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until the house was completed that the stormy
wind came.

There is a similar example of this in Matthew .
xiii in the parable of the wheat and the tares. We
read in verse 26: ‘“‘Butt when the blade sprang wm,
and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares
also.” Then God says something quite strange:
“Let both grow together until the harvest: and im
the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather up first the tares, and bind them in bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my
barn.”

You see, the point of weakness is not a sudden
thing. It is not in the crises of life that we are made.
The crises just reveal what we are, what has been
slowly built up over a very long period, and when
the stormy wind comes it is too late to dio anything.
It is no good trying to builld up the house suddenly
when the stormy wind comes and knocks it down.
It was too late to separate the tares and the wheat
when they hadl grown to a certain height. The point
is that we must watch the beginnings, and be very
careful about the dangers of smell things. When
the seed 1s small it is very difficult to identify one
kind from another, and because things are small
there is a tendency for us to disregardl their im-
pertance. 1 suppese those men who were building
the wall in Jertusellemn said: ‘Well, there is only a *
little bit of cement, but that does not matter. No
ene will see.’ When we see small things we must
feee that they have an essentlal nature, and
they have a potential. We must not be deceived by
them. De yeu realize that Mao Tse Tung was once
a little baby on his mether’s shoulder, being cudidlied
By everyerde whe saw hinm? We see our pretty little
baby boys and girls and we think they are some-
thing quite wenderful, failing to take account of
the petential that there is in a human life, Children
will play with a euddiy little bear, but what is the
nature of that bear when it is fully growin? You
see, there is a certain delusien about things when
they are very small. We shall see the spiritual mean-
ing of this as we go aleng, but it is vital for us to
recognize the beginnings, the foundations. Althou
the seeds may leek very mueh alike, they di
fundamentally in their nature, and, of course, the
eutwerking will be a vital difference in their fiuid.

BUILDING THE HOUSE QF CHARACTER

I have said that we are building the house of our ,
character. How many young people, brought up im
good Christian homes, have gone either to univer-
sity or into the army and found that their whole
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lives have been subjected to a testing which they
never thought possible? Some have been destroyed
because somewhere in their lives there has been
‘untempered mortar’ and not the real thing. It is
vitally important that we build with the right
material and that there is reality about the very
foundation of our lives.

Ezekiel was a very interesting case in point. As
a young teenager he was uprooted from his home
and transported hundreds of miles away to the
deserts of the Euphrates, and there, as a young
man, he was in a refugee camp. He could have said:
“Well, all that I have heard about the God of Israel
does not make much sense. What does all this
religion mean if this is what it leads me to? What
does the business about the house of God, which
was to be “‘exceeding magnifical, of fame and of
glory throughout all countries”, mean if it has
come to this? As a young man he had everything
against him, and all that could have destroyed his
faith and vision, but he was a man of character. I
am looking forward to meeting Ezekiel in heaven,
for to me he is one of the most interesting characters
in Bible history! He was a man with a great passion
for the house of God, a man whose heart was
moved at the destruction of the temple of God, a
man whose life was governed by a very strict self-
discipline, and a man who was careful and punctili-
ous in all his ways of life. And all this did not
happen overnight! In Ezekiel iv. 14 we have a clue
to his upbringing: “Ah, Lord God! behold, my
soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up
even till now have I not eaten of that which dieth of
itself, or is torn of beasts; neither came there
abominable flesh into my mouth.” In other words,
Ezekiel had observed the Word of God. Here was a
life that was built upon the Word of God, that
sprang from the true seed, so when he faced a
crisis he was able to stand. Read the prophecies of
Jeremiah, and the books of the Kings, and see how
many lives were built with ‘untempered mortar’
and fell!

Our Lord Jesus Christ gave us a tremendous
manifesto in those three chapters in Matthew!
That is the foundation word of His Kingdom, and
He finished by saying: ‘“Every one therefore which
heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, shall
be likened unto a wise man, which built his house
upon the rock.” If we are going to bujld up a
character we must know what these words of our
Lord Jesus Christ are, but, like the seed, it is very
hard to distinguish one from the other, for the
devil is very clever at quoting and mis-using Serip-
ture. It is a case of reading and obeying the Word
of God, day by day.

10

BUILDING THE HOUSE OF OUR FAMILY

I said that we are building a house which is our
family, and that is the next unit in God's creation.
God has made us as individuals, but He has not
left us as a lot of isolated individuals. He has placed
the ‘solitary in families’, and the family is the con-
stituent unit of both the Church and the nation—
and if the enemy is attacking anything today he is
attacking family life! In doing so he is destroying
both the Church and the nation. Analyse some of
the weaknesses of church life and testimony, and
you will find that they all boil down to something
wrong in the family. Let us be really frank, honest
and practical about this! How many really happy
Christian families do you know? I guess that there
are very few. As I move around—and I move
around quite a lot—I find very few solid, happy
Christian families. But a family is not built over-
night. It takes years, and it takes all that God can
give us.

The principle of the family goes right back to
Genesis xviii, where we get a very interesting clue
as to why God chose Abraham: ““. . . seeing that
Abrabham shall surely become a great and mighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him” (verse 18). Why? Look at the next
verse: “‘For I have known him, to the end that he
may command his children and his household after
him, that they may keep the way of the Lord, to
do justice and judgement; to the end that the Lord
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him.” That is something which I think
we sometimes overlook: that in the call and life of
Abraham God placed such tremendous importance
upon the way in which he ran his family, In other
words, if he could not control his family he could
not control a nation. If his example in his family
life was not good, then it could not be the testimony
for a great nation.

Is that not echoed in Paul’s first letter to Timothy,
where he gives instruction concerning church
leaders: “The bishop therefore must be without
reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate,
sober-minded, orderly, given to hospitality, apt to
teach; no brawler, no striker; but gentle, not con-
tentious, no lover of money; one that ruleth well
his own house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity” (iii. 2). Let me ask a question:
Why are there so few real church leaders? Because
there are so few who can stand up to the testimony
of Abraham and the bishop of I Timothy.

Well, how do we build the family with the right
material ? We look at the letter to the Colossians.
After Paul has spoken about the pre-eminence of
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Christ, the headship of Christ, and the wonders of
the risen life with Christ, he comes down in

iii to such matters as wives, husbands, chilldren,
servants and masters, and the little section from
iii. 12 to iv. 1 concerns the family. In verse 14 we
read about the cement, the stuff that sticks the
family together: ““Love . . .. the bond of peifeci-
ness.” Off course, we have to look at the two pre-
vious verses to understand what that means.

How is the problem of Christian homes witth momn-
Christian childrem solved? How is the question of
how much pop-music to allow the childrem an-
swered? Whatt is the answer to the question of
whether eighteen-year-old girls should be allowed
to stay out until three o'clock in the ‘morning?
These are real problems, not imaginary ones, and
are the cause of a home being happy, or of being
utterly miserable.

Of course, we must face the fact that it is possible
to have non-Chuistitan childrem. They must have
their own experience with God, and we parents
cannot impose a faith upon them, but we do not
allow the childrem to dictate as to what is done in
the home. We °‘let the Word of God dwell richly
amongst us, and we admonish one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritoall songs'—not with
pricrobe dissonance that they call music! No, the
answer Is here in this chapter, and what we do we
‘do 15 the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him’.

Of course, when all this is done im tthe miigint spirit,
there is joy in the home.

Then comes a long list of instructions, and it
begins with wives. I wonder why Paul always
begins wiln tinewiires! T sarsswesrsst Haa t Hegyaaect Hee
most important factor in the home. Who spends
the most time with the children? Is it not the
mother? Go back to the Old Testament and meadl
the history of the kings: °. . . began to reign over
Judsh, and his mother’s name was . . .". It was the
fmother who had all the influence and, of course,
most of the troubles began with wives! And that
goes right back to Adam’s wife. But there is
nething more solid than a wife in right relation-
ship to her husbant].
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Husbands are to love their “wikves and **be not
bitter against them.™ I know that some wives are iim
a very frusiratiimg situation when they can see a bit
more than their husbands can, but if they are gnodl
wives they will know how to influence him, and
if they are right they have God on their side.

*‘Children, obey your parents™, but, against that,
fathers are not to provoke their childrem. I think
that we must be very careful about imposing our
will in matters that are trivial. I know of one home
that is almost ruined because of the imposing of
silly rules, and good childrem are being provoked
into doing things they do not want to do.

There are not many homes these days that have
servants—except the kind that you switch on! Amdi
they do not answer back!—but there are ways in
which the servamts can build the home. We read
that the nurses of Jacob and Isaac had a great im-
fluence upon the childrem.

So, as there are few servamts, there are few
masters in these days. We may not have servants
directly under us, but there are many people with
whom we come in contact in our daily diomestic
life. I remember that not long ago I was very irri-
tated with the milkman, for he just did not do what
he was asked to do, but after a while I learnt firom
my wife that he had a sick wife and did not know
what to do. He had come out and left his home in a *
chaotic condition. However, my wife talks to the
milkman and all the other ‘servants’, and is able to
show something of Christian grace.

Now, when all these things go into the building
of the family, and the house is built on God's
Word, then there are no storms that destroy it.

We must leave the building of the house of God.
the Church, for time is against us, but read the
third chapter of the first letter to the Comimttiizass.
What is needed for buildimg? The testing that is
coming to the house of Godl, for then it will be
revealed whether it has been built with *‘untempered
mortar’, or with gold, silver and precious stones.

Oh, may the Lord help us to build that which

will glorify Him!
W. E. T.
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
FREE FRUIT

ORANGE trees do not grow wild. Yet once in the
forest of Amazonia we found an orange tree loaded
with fruit. It was on a river bank, many miles from
all human habitations, and so remote that we had
been in that region for some years and had never
seen it. Year after year it must have blossomed,
become fruitful, and then dropped its over-ripe
oranges on to the ground to rot and decay there.

It seemed almost a miracle that we found the
tree, for none of the Red Indians among whom we
lived had ever mentioned it. Either they had never
come across it in their wanderings, or else they had
despised it as useless.

To us it was a real miracle, for we had had to
exist for months on the same dry and uninteresting
food, and we were badly in need of something
sweet and fresh. At that time I was a sick man,
weakened by much fever and suffering from under-
nourishment. Nothing could have been more wel-
come and more suitable to meet our needs. We
piled up a great heap of the green and gold oranges
in our dug-out canoe, and paddled it triumphantly
back to our mud and palm leaf house.

For days and days we enjoyed the refreshing
fruit, sometimes eating the segments and sometimes
just sucking the juice. Those oranges were the best
that I have ever tasted. Not only that, their Vita-
min C content had a big part in giving me better
health. From that time forward I got steadily better
and even began to put on a little weight.

Our first thanks, of course, went to our Heavenly
Father who had guided us to discover the golden
treasure, but then we started thinking gratefully
of the unknown man who had made it possible by
planting the first seed. Nobody knew who it was.
At some time or other—long before we first went
to work for Christ in that jungle region—some
traveller had passed that way in his canoe and had
rested, or, perhaps, passed the night at that spot.
He would have tied up his hammock under the
trees and probably sat up in it eating and enjoying
the sweet freshness of an orange. Then it may have
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occurred to him to plant one of the pips and from
that simple planting had come a tree, and not just
one more orange, but whole loads of them. We
ourselves had a canoe load, and nobody knew how
many thousands had already been wasted.

As I have said, orange trees do not grow wild in
the Brazilian jungle. A seed must have been taken
to that place and planted there. God did the rest.
His rain made the seed to sprout and His warmth
made the tree to grow. When the flowers came out
His insects must have fertilized them, and then,
when the fruit was formed, it was His sun which
ripened it. A man planted. God blessed the seed.
All that we had to do was to discover where it was
and help ourselves.

You and I spend our lives planting seeds, In the
Bible word, we “‘sow”, If what we sow is truly in
love, if it is some act or word which has God’s
life in it, then later on some fruit will surely result
from what we have done. We may not taste it
ourselves. Indeed, that should not concern us too
much, for the Christian life is not one of looking
for what helps us, but of doing that which will help
others. I owed so much to that unknown planter of
the orange pip, and I am sorry that T cannot thank
him. I owe much more to the Lord Jesus, who
planted not only His words and His acts but His
whole life as a seed of future help to others. Ever
since His death on the Cross people have been
tasting of the sweetness of God’s love by finding
and receiving His gift of new life. I have done that,
too, and in this case I am so glad that I have been
able to thank Him. He is not unknown.

It is good that you do not have to travel to a
foreign land, nor do you have to search in an un-
friendly forest. The fruit of Christ’s sufferings are
brought so near to you. “O taste and see that the
Lord 1s good” (Psalm 34. 8), and when you have
tasted, don't forget to thank Him. And don’t forget
to go on sowing seeds of love yourself, so that others
may be helped through you.

H. F.
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THE FINGER OF GOD

“All the wells which Isaac’s father’s servants had
digged in the days of Abraham his father, the Philis-
tines had stopped them, and filled them with earth.
And Abimilech said unto Isaac, Go from us, for thou
art much mightier than we. And Isaac departed
thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar,
and dwelt there. And Isaac digged again the wells of
water, which they had digged in the days of Abraham
his father; for the Philistines had stopped them after
the death of Abraham: and he called their names
after the names by which his father had called them.
And Isaac’s servants digged in the valley, and found
there a well of living water. And the herdmen of
Gerar did strive with Isaac’s herdmen, saying, The
water is ours: and he called the name of the well
JlEgelzcé)because they strove with him” (Genesis xxvi.

*But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life’” (John iv. 14).

LAST time we were seeing that God is a Person
the face behind the universe. Now we are going to
see that God also has a finger which He puts into
the universe. He does things by ‘the hand of the
Lord’, or, as the Lord Jesus calls it, by the ‘Spirit
of God’.

We also saw that the earth stands in relation to
God as a book does to its author, so that as we read
the book we either see nothing of God, or we see
something of Him on every page; and when we
look at the universe we either see nothing of God,
or we find Him very difficult to avoid, becanse He
is the Author. However, we must remember that
He has a very special chapter in that book. The
Author became one of the characters, for thereis a
chapter which 1s about the Lord Jesus, when God
interfered with the story and played the part of one
of the characters. One thing about the mystery of
the Godhead is that God is a part of the book as
well as the writer of it. God did this in order to
speak to us—"“The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us”—so that all God had to say to us
was seen in the Lord Jesus.

I want you to imagine for a moment that you
have never opened the Bible in your life, nor have
you heard the Christian message, but you believe
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that there is 2 God who made the heavens and the
earth, Now, that God wants to speak to you. That
is reasonable enough, but how would He do it?
How will the Author speak to the characters of His
story 7 Perhaps He could put words in the mouths
of some of the characters, and this He has done
with the Prophets. But a Prophet might be giving
his own opinion, so perhaps God would speak to
you with a vision, a dream, or a revelation. How-
ever, most of us, I think, would go to a psychia-
trist if God spoke to us in a dream, for we would
not be too sure that it was He who had spoken,
Perhaps God would speak to you by the touch of
His Spirit upon your spirit. He does that, when He
makes us hungry for His beauty, when He makes
us feel empty without Him, and when we long for
love and for peace. But these may be just the move-
ments of the chemicals in our bodies. How can you
be sure that God has spoken to you? Perhaps He
will speak through your conscience. He does do
that, for the conscience is one of His instruments
and makes us aware that He is near. But, then,
some have weak consciences and others have strong,
and all our consciences are affected by sin, so we
differ in our judgments. How could God speak in
an irrefutable way ?

Well, of course, you have not opened your Bible
yet! There is only one way in which God could
speak to man so that man could understand, and
that is if God Himself became a man and spoke
man’s language, lived with man’s heart, thought
with man’s brain, worked with man’s hands and
walked with man’s feet. That would be your
language, and you could understand that word.
God’s message would be coming on your wave-
length. It would be no good if He became an
animal, or a tree. All that God has to say to us has
to become a man so that we can really understand
—and that is who the Lord Jesus is.

Of course, if God were to do this—and we
Christians say that He has done it—it would be
surprising if He did not prepare the way, so,
through the Prophets, through His law given by
Moses, through dreams and visions and the prick-
ings of the consciences of the wise, He has brought
together a training programme. That is the Old
Testament, and in it you find the people who were
trained. They were the people of Israel, so that
when the Lord Jesus came there was meant to be a
people ready to interpret who this Man was, a
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people who could understand more perfectly the
message that God was speaking so that it could be
carried to the furthest parts of the world. We
Christians say that God has done that.

Now Socrates stated that if a perfect man came
to this world, he would be executed, and we know
that man’s big disease is always to throw God out.
So it would not be surprising, in fact, we would
expect that if God were to speak to us in a man, we
would execute that man. So Jesus died. But God
must have something to say to us about death, for,
after all, that is man’s biggest problem. Therefore
we would expect this man to rise again, for God is
speaking to us about our biggest problem when He
comes to speak to us in this man. So Christ rose
again.

You might have thought about all that without
opening the Bible, if you started with the assump-
tion that God wants to say something to man. The
picture is reasonable, not difficult to work out, and
it is what you would expect to happen—and it did
happen, and the Spirit of God helps us to see that
it happened i1 Jesus.

Then comes a surprising thing, ahd something
that I do not think you would ever have thought of.
You would realize that God would want the mes-
sage to go through the world, so you would expect
it to pe put down in a book. It was, in the New
Testament, but God has done something even more
than that. So that this message of Jesus, God’s

* Word to man, might spread into every generation

of this earth, invade every country of this world, be
understood in every culture that exists and be seen
in every colour of skin that there is, God has taken
the Spirit of that message and has poured that mes-
sage into His people. The Spirit of God, the Spirit
of Jesus, living in every Christian, begins to write
the story all over again, as we have heen consider-
ing in our morning sessions.

The Spirit of God, writing on the spirit of our
inner man, does not start with us in Bethlehem, but
when we are born again. He does not write out the
compassion of the Lord Jesus towards those who
were leprous, or who were in sin, bui writes out
Christ as we visit a sickbed, or as we help a person
in need. The Spirit of God does not write ‘Golgotha’
across our spirit, but writes of the place where there
was a crisis in our heart before God and we found
that we were crucified with Him, and then began to
discover the power of resurrection. The story of the
Lord Jesus, God’s message to man, is being written
out many times in many Christians, so that His

" message might go throughout the whole world. We

do not have to travel back two thousand years. We
do not have to go to Galilee. God’s Word is being
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breathed out of men’s lives, so that the whole world
can know what He has to say.

This is the finger of God writing the story in your
spirit, the Spirit of God reproducing the life of the
Lord Jesus in your life, so that all the world might
see, and understand, and know. God is still speak-
ing to man in man’s language.

Now, we all know that so much of the Christi-
anity that we meet, and that we live with, seems to
lack that vital touch of God’s Spirit. It has not the
same freshness that there is in the story of Jesus, It
is not springing and bubbling up like the life of
Christ across the pages of the Gospels. It does not
attract by being something satisfying, but appears
to be dry. How can our Christianity be living
Christianity ? How can our dry experience become
vibrant and fresh? Have we somehow reached the
experience of Genesis xxvi where, if you remember,
the wells that Abraham had dug had been filled up
with earth and life was no longer springing forth
from them? We were reminded this morning that
Isaac teaches us about resurrection, and he does so,
not only in his experience on Mount Moriah, but
all the way through his life. There was a resurrec-
tion spirit when he touched those dried-up wells
that his father had dug, for those wells re-lived.
The Spirit of God began to flow again. I want,
therefore, that we should think about Isaac in
order to get a clue as to how our Christian experi-
ence can go on living in the vibrant, refreshing life
of the Holy Spirit.

First of all, I want to point out three things.

Isaac had an experience of resurrection on the
top of Mount Moriah. This was an historical fact,
an event written in his history which could not be
altered. And that is true of one aspect of Christi-
anity, for it is something factual, something that
happened two thonsand years ago. God became
man, dwelt amongst us, died on a Cross, and rose
again. Those are things that happened, and they
cannot be altered.

Then in Genesis xxv. 11 we read that Isaac dwelt
by the well Lahai-roi. That was where he was
meant to live and experience continuously the
resurrection power of the Holy Spirit, for by this
time he had come to understand that resurrection
was God’s interpretation of that event on Mount
Moriah. And that is the second thing about
Christianity. Not only is it an event in history, but
1t is an event which has been interpreted to us. God
gives us an understanding of the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ through the Scriptures.

The third thing is that these facts—what hap-
pened as an event and what is understood from the
Scriptures—have to be made our continual experi-
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ence by the Holy Spirit. Christianity is not just
facts; it is more than that. It is not just facts in-
terpreted, preached and explained; it is more than
that. Christianity is the facts interpreted and
applied in a living twentieth-century way to twen-
tieth-century people, and these facts are being
written all over again in your heart and mine by
the Spirit of God.

I wonder if this is an explanation of why our
Christian lives are so dry! We concentrate on all
the facts. We can explain the Christian message
very reasonably and rationally. We can demon-
strate the evidence for the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus, We are very good at explaining the ‘Gospel’,
but that is not the whole thing and has not reached
the end to which God is aiming. We think we need
more Bible Study, and so we get a lot more teach-
ing, interpretation, but we still are not really alive
or fresh. If we are quite honest, as tinie goes on we
begin to get a little bored, even a little tired of the
Bible, for we have heard too many doctrines, and
yet, somehow, we are not alive to God. We have to
get those wells unearthed!

RELATIONSHIPS

I wonder why Isaac began to experience famine
in his life when he was living by the well Lahai-roi!
That is the well of the God who lives and sees, who
was there in order to be continuously bringing to
Isaac that fact of the resurrection that he had
experienced on Mount Moriah, and to explain and
interpret that experience in his daily life. But Isaac
began to be hungry and dissatisfied. There was a
famine in the land (Genesis xxvi. 1), and Isaac
wanted to find some answer to this lack of food
and water.

Now I am going to speculate. It does not say in
the Bible that this is the reason, but I wonder if the
famine began in his experience because of some-
thing in his history. Just to help you to come along
with me in this speculation, I want to point out
that, although there was still famine in the rest of
the country, when Isaa¢ was back in a right place
with God he had plenty of water and good crops.
So perhaps there was a reason why he lost that
experience of the living, seeing God.

Isaac and his wife were for some while without
children, so in Genesis xxv. 21 we read: “And
Isaac intreated the Lord for his wife, because she
was barren: and the Lord was intreated of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived.” That is good! Isaac
must be living by the well, for that is resurrection.
Then we read that Rebekah found that the children
were struggling within her, so she sought the Lord
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JANUARY—FEBRUARY, 197;

as well, but on her own, and she had a revelation.
The Lord told her that she had twins, but they wer.
struggling because the nation of the elder would be’
serving the nation of the younger. From that
Rebekah understood that God had chosen the,
younger of the twins, but Isaac would not believe
it. In verse 28 we read that ““Isaac loved Esau, be-
cause he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved
Jacob.” I think I can see some earth dropping
down into the well Lahai-roi! Perhaps things were
not quite as they should have been at home. I am
sure Isaac must have said to himself: ‘“Why does
that wife of mine keep on about the younger son?
It is the first born that matters . . . Now, listen, my
dear. That elder boy is the one that matters. It was
my prayers that brought those boys into being.’
And she would have replied: ‘No, you have it all
wrong. I had a vision from God and it is the
younger boy.” ‘Oh, women’s tales! They expect us
to believe any old dream!” All this could have been
saved if they had prayed together, and if there had
been a common spiritual life. It is all very well to
talk about our unity as believers when two believers
inf the same home are not sharing the same spiritual
life!

I once met a man who separated himself from
every company of Christians with whom he had .
met, and now he breaks bread every Sunday morn-
ing with his wife—and I am not too sure about the
spiritual unity there! That is not the Spirit of God, -
for He is the unity of God’s people. If we want
to stop that work of the Spirit we start dropping
some earth down the well—not very muddy or
dirty earth, and not too much rubbish, but just
good, honest earth—and the Spirit of Gad is re-
pressed in our hearts.

I will tell you why I think my speculation may be
right. The time came when Isaac said to Abimelech,
the Philistine king: ‘Rebekah is my sister.” Isaac
had not told the truth because “‘he feared”. Ladies,
if your husband did that, you would conclude that
he was not the world’s greatest lover! Indeed, it
would be a very wrong thing to do, for it would be
exposing you to danger. It was expedient, true
enough, and Isaac had learnt this trick from his
father Abraham, but that in no way exonerated him,
and when God brought it out into the open so that
it could be dealt with (and that is the terrible thing
about the God of resurrection! He will bring things -
out into the open eventually if we will not bring
them out, and it is sometimes to our shame and
humiliation to have to admit to Him that things -
are not right in our home and in our hearts), and
it was dealt with, Isaac’s crops began to grow. The
Philistines did not have good crops. They still had
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the problem of famine, which is not surprising, for
they were the ones who had filled up the wells
witicih Abrabam hadl dug. They had gone around
with a lot of earth and had dropped it into the
wells so that they could not spring up. How did
they do it, and what did it meam?
Who are these Philistimes? They always brin
famine to the land because they are the sort o
le who live in God’s things, but do not know
the living experience of His Word. They come into
Canaan by their own route and are not led, as were
the childrem of Israel into Egypt, and Abraham
from Uk. They have no exercises in the wilderness,
khﬁew no crossing of tge gordwan, dbut cg)me along
the coast. They hate God’s Word to be sharp—
when they were in control of the childrem of Israel
they would net allow them to sharpen their swordis.
They like the truth of the ark and keep it in their
terple so that they ean bring it eut at special tices
like an Armistice Day parade. They afe the sert Qi‘
pesple whe malke a et 6f men, emiai%gi%e_a
—ahd Geliath was ene of their biggest. -
tines are pesple whe handle the things ef Ged—
Bt Godl I8 ﬂg} hanahing tﬁemﬁ Tﬁff nger of the
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Now put the earth in the right place. It goes at
the bottom of the well and up the sides, but not
right in the middle where there has to be a hole.
There is nothing earthly there! There is a spirit
there, with our body of earth around it. There must
be earth in order to have human beings; there had
to be earth for the body of the Lord Jesus, and for
the Prophets to be able to speak and for the Serlp-
tures to be written; but there Is the unseen Spirit of
God who writes on our hearts and whoe sprifigs up
in everlasting life whenever we fingke room for Hii
in our syikites.
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CONTENTION
Isaac helps us to see how to keep the hole clear.

16

£ord is pet able fs iR their life and write a
. What was it ¢ eae éawa ghe weﬁge {8
%e? %ﬁ%ﬁ% ggj f%%ﬁfﬁm, 6@&‘1‘%1

| L

The Philistines tell him to leave, so he moves on zndi
digs out one of Abraham’s wells that the Philistines
had stopped up. Isaac knows the secret mow! In his
own family life he has learnt to pray together and
to be in unity. Do you think it is only by chance
that we read in Ephesiazms v: *Be filled with the
Spirit . . . wives, submit to your husbands . . .
husbands, love your wives™? Thett is ame of the
ways to keep the hole open to the Spirit of God!
God has put His finger on something in the earth,
so Isaac digs out the earth. Then the Spirit
of God begins to flow and Isaac is refreshed.
No doubt rivers of living water flow out of
Isaac’s life, so it is not very long before the
theologians—I mean, the Philistines—amiies, aadd
they want to know what is going on. They see
there is something that they have not got, so
they try to take it over, and say: ‘‘The water is
ours,” 1Is that not terwible? ‘The Spirit of God is
oursh He beloﬂq§ 16 146, not to you. We are the
spiritual peeple.” Semetimes this is expressed by
Jjust a leek en the face, or in & word, but If this Is
eur attitude towards the S?ifit of God it can egsily
be seen, ‘Ged’s Spirit belongs exclusively to us.
We arefirsi-«lhass andl you i€ seeondl-cllass”

Is it not beautiful that Isaac just moved on? ‘T
am only too pleased that you want the things of the
Spirit! We are not going to fight about it.” He clisti
that well ‘Contenttion’, and then left it.

As 1 pointed out, in Ephesiams v it says: “Be
filled! with the Spirit.” How? **Submitting your-
selves one to another.” We will not be filled with
the Spirit if we are contentious, if we are disputing
and arguing with one another about the Spirit, or
if we are claiming Him for our personal possession
and not wanting anyone else to have Him. That
contention represses the flow of the Spirit of God.

HATRED

So Isaac moves on and digs another well, and
out flows the Spirit again. Once more the Philis-
tines are interested, and that is not surprising, for
they have been thirsty for a long time. So they
claim the well. Isaac called this one ‘Hatred’, be-
cause of the anger and the opposition which had
arisen by reason of his spiriuell experience and
blessing. Perhaps he decided that if he stayed there
he would not be able to give thanks to God. Fow
can you if you sre af and when you are in
conflict with, and hating, others ? Bug if we would
be filledl with the Spirit we must ‘‘give thanks
always for all things unto God"’,
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Isaac moves on and digs a third well, He called
this one ‘““Rehoboth”, and said: *We shall be fruit-
ful now.” He knew that the Spirit of God was given
to bring forth fruit: “Love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-
control.” This time the Philistines did not come, for
they are not interested in the fruit that the Spirit
brings forth. They are only interested in the Spirit
Himself. They kept the other two wells, and this is
the terrible thing: God lets us keep the Spirit’s
workings even if we are not interested in the fruit of
the Spirit. Balaam had visions in the Spirit, Sam-
son did mighty exploits in the Spirit, Saul prophe-
sied in the Spirit even while he was chasing David
with hatred, Judas did all the works of the Spirit
(or the other disciples would soon have found him
out), men and women may demonstrate miracles
and prophesy in the Spirit—and the Lord Jesus will
say: ‘Depart from Me! I never knew you.’ The
workings of the Spirit are dangerous, not because
of what they are in themselves. They may be neces-
sary for the work of God, but they are dangerous
because we deceive ourselves with them. We claim
a unique experience of the Spirit ourselves: ‘This
water is ours!’ We are not interested in the fruit,
but only in the sayings and manifestations. God
allows that, and we delude ourselves as to our
spirituality. Spirituality can never be understood
by the manifestations. You might be very spiritual,
or you might have no spirituality, but God will let
you have the workings of the Spirit. The Philistines
could take those workings for themselves, but it was
in Rehoboth that the fruit was brought forth.

JANUARY—FEBRUARY, 197

THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT

There is one more well. King Abimelech cam.
to Isaac and said: ‘I can see now that God is wit!
you. Come, now, let us make a covenant!’ and they
did. On that day water sprang out of the well o
Shebah—*“Beer-sheba”, which is the well of th:
oath. As they were there together the Spirit of Goc
was flowing forth. Is there ever a place to separate
on these sort of issues? I suppose that if we arc
pushed out, as Isaac was, we have to go, but God’:
heart is towards all His people, ever the Philistines
the theologians. They can see that Isaac has wha:
they need. Our unity is the unity of the Spirit, anc
the Spirit is for all those who belong to the Lord.
There is never an exclusive movement of the Spirii
of God. I believe that when the Lord Jesus prayed.:
““That they also may be one in us, that the world
may believe”, it was partly for this purpose—thai
when we express our unity in the Spirit, the Spirit
of God can flow out to the world and all men can
see that God is with us.

Is the Spirit of God writing the story of Jesus ir
our hearts? Or are we still content with facts anc
theologies ? Here are the clues: right relationships
especially in the home, giving thanks in all things
submitting to one another, and, added to all that,:
praising God, as Isaac did in that third well, when
he said: ‘Now, thank God, we can bring forth the
fruit’, for they were free. Spirit-filled men will g *
out to all God’s people, and, on the basis of the
unity of the Spirit, God will go out to all the world.

R.T.F.

THE BATTLE FOR LIFE

CHAPTER VI

THE CONTINUATION OF THE CONFLICT IN RELATION TO THE
CHURCH AS THE CORPORATE COMPANY

WE have said enough to make it abundantly clear
that there is an age-long battle for spiritual life, and
that, if that life can be arrested in its manifestation,
its expression, it will be so arrested. There is a great
power and force working by the instrument of
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spiritnal death to quench the testimony of the -
risen and ascended Lord within the individual be-

liever, and within the Church as the Body of Christ.

The individual believer and the Church are together *
in that battle for the manifestation of that life of the
Lord. The issue is not as to the forfeiture of Divine,
eternal life, nor as to whether Satan can take that
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life away from us, but as to the keeping of it from
its full expression in believers individually and in
' the Church @s @ wiole. That is the baittle in
which we are more or less engaged and con-
cerned, according to the measure of our spirit-
uality and our utterness for the Lord. What is
tfug of the individusll, then, is true of the whole
Body.

THE HIGHER REALMS OF THE BATTLE
AND THE TESTIMONY

I think we can best get to the inside of this matter
by noting the contrast between the firstt letter to the
Corinthians and the letter to the Ephesiams. By
this means we shall be greatly helped in under-
standing the nature and realm of the battle for
spiritual life. There are many practical suggestions
and presentations in these two letters by which we
can be governed in this matter. To begin with, let
s nete the realms in which these letters standl; for
undeubtedly there is a great difference between
them ip this respest. We are familiar with the
verping elauses of the letter to the Ephesians.

256 ‘ip the heavenlies” is ene of its derni-

8
?%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%&%w uite well as seen as we

i30S thaL Wi 24 i tthe
, realimn of the heavenlies. A great emamcipation has
taken place, a great lifting out, a great extrication,
fa great separation. One whole world has been left
behind and another has been entered in a spiritual
way, where things partake the utterness of the
Lord, where the Lord is seen im a full way as Sover-
eign Head over all things to the Church. Here there
is nothing fragmentary, nothing partial, nothing
imperfect, but everything is viewed as complete,
full and final, and as linked in a perfect way with
the Lord in heaven. Here all the expressions are
heavenly expressions. 1t is a realm, and the testi-
mony is there seen in true heavenly character antl
vi%aun We mean that the testimony Is operating ia
8 heavenly redlim. It is in these ultifate relatien-
ships which are spiritail, with forces and intelli=
gﬁem ch are supernatul which are mere

an human, and mete than the forees and inteli-
seness of this earth, that the testimaony i§ seen to be
eperating. The testimeny is reashing the ultiraate
ranges of this upiverse; is teuveRing prineipalities
and pewers, werld rulers ef this da , Shidittial
hests ef wickedness: 1t is there that semething Is
Being registered. 1t is Baek there that the {esticieny
is belng established, fulfilled and expressed.

We cannot get further back than that. It goes be-
hind everything seen, everything handled, every-
thing known here, and it touches that realm wikicin
is responsible for all that is going on here.
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Turn to the first letter to the Corintthizms, amad
see into what a different realm you enter. You fiindd
very little that is heavenly there. You find that
immediately you begin to move into this letter you
are touching the earthlies, mundane, natural
things—and what a mass of such things there is!
There is none of the atmosphere of the heavenlies
here. You find yourself down in somewhat sordid
things, even amongst the Lord’s people. Sordidl i
not too strong a word in some connections. You
are having to deal with all the unpleasantness, all
the wretched aspects of mixture and spiritual weak-
ness and immaturity, and be occupied with things
which you would fain sweep aside and have done
with. -You feel as you move here: ‘Oh, that we
could get out of this realm of things; divisions,
schisms and quarrelliings, lawsuits and whathot!
How earthly it is!’ It is another realm altogether,
and because it is so earthly, because there is such an
absence of the heavenly, you are net surptised that
the testiraony Is so poor. You can find here ne
trace of registratien upen spiritual forees. 1f you
read this first-letter to the Cerinthians from aa
entirely spirituel standpeint, you have io say Hhat
the situatien is rather ene where the evil forees have
gained an advantage than ef their having beed
everthrewn. Yeu have te admit that the eqermy is
running reughshed here amengst the saints. e
seers i someciiinssto e i isVep Mgt
and earrying things iate a realm whieh It is 8 shame
te speale of even in the werld. Yes, it i true that the
eney is ne defeated fer, so far as these Belevers
are eoneerned, er §8 far as the situatien 1R s
letter is coneerned. He is Raving te® mueh of his
ewn way, §1m?1%/ Beeause they afe se mueh en the
earthly fevel of things.

That speaks for itself, does it mot ? Tiect tssfinummny,
for its real value and effectiveness;, demands that
the Lord's people, the Church, be a heavenly Body.
It demands that! It is clear that these believers at
Corinth had come into a very small measure of the
power of His resurmextiinm, simply because they
had not entered into the meaning of His death, Hiis
Cross. It is a sad and painful reflection that the
Apostle should have to remind them of the oppor-
tunity that had been theirs by what he says in the
opening section of this letter: “And I, fwethren,
when I came unto you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wistbom .. . I was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling. I determined
not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified™ That had been Paul’s
attitude and e and aim when he went to
Corinth some considerable time before he wrote
the letter. Now, his having been amongst them,
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stressing, emphasizing Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied, and nothing else, and then much later writing
such a letter, exhibits the fact that they had not
learned that for which he had been there!

If there is a living apprehension of Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified, you will not have divisions like
this, nor schisms, fornication, and all these things
They had missed the meaning of the Cross. They
had failed to apprehend the message upon which
the Apostle had laid such undivided and such
exclusive stress in his presence amongst them. And
if they do not know the meaning of the Cross, how
can they know the meaning of the resurrection?
How can they know the power of the resurrection?
And if they do not know that, then how can they
know the power of that resufrection-life registering
the impact of the risen, living Lord upon spiritual
~ forces? You can never undo divisions among the
saints by bringing saints together to discuss their
differences, and to ask them to make them up. The
only way in which such things can be dealt with
amongst the Lord’s people is to get down on your
knees and deal with the forces behind. The power
of the enemy behind that thing has to be broken.
You can never patch up a situation like that, be-
cause it is devilish.

What is true in the matter of divisions is true in
every other matter in this letter. It is the enemy be-
hind who is ultimately the occasion of all this dis-
order, and there is nothing but the impact of a
risen, ascended, sovereign Lord against the enemy
behind which will make for a better state of things.
All this is made very evident in Corinth. They could
not register that impact upon spiritual forces be-
cause they were not in the right realm. That is a
heavenly realm of activity, and they were on the
earth, amongst the earthlies. The realm makes a lot
of difference to the testimony.

If you are trying to operate in the power of the
testimony of the ascended and reigning Lord, and
are living an earthly life, you are going to be
absolutely worsted and proved completely insuffici-
ent for the situation. If we are really going to have
the coming through of the power of His throne,
then we must be severed in a spiritual way from
this world, from this earth. We must be, in a spirit-
ual sense, a heavenly people, seated together with
Him in the heavenlies, biessed with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies, and so on. The realm is
important for the testimony’s functioning.

1t is to this testimony that we are called. This is
not some ideal impossible of realization. This is not
something presented as a high level of truth. This is
the thing for which the Church is constituted. I do
not believe, as some people seem to believe, that
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the Church in Corinth and the Church in Ephesus
are two different Churches. There is a teaching
which says that the Body in Corinth is not the same
Body as that in Ephesus. I do not believe that for
a moment, and I do not believe that the Corinthians
were called for anything less than the Ephesians. 1t
is the same calling. The Corinthians were as much
called to a heavenly life and heavenly testimony as
were the Ephesians, or any others. It is a matter of
whether we accept the meaning of the Cross to
bring us through into the power of His resurrection,
and that will determine how far we shall be the
expx;lession of that ultimate power of the enthroned
Lord. - e )

That ‘“‘realm™ question touches any number of
contingencies. It raises the whole question of
whether we are living on an earthly level; whether
we are officially bound up with something which,
after all, is only earthly in its constitution, even
though it be of a religious kind. All such questions
as these are raised, and with them the issue as to
whether we are out with the Lord in an emancipated,
free, and clear way as His heavenly people. We are
content to leave it there for the time, and you can
ask the Lord to show you.what it means in a fuller
explanation to your own heart.

THE RANGE OF THE BATTLE AND THE
TESTIMONY

Running paraliel with the realm is what we may
call the range of things; not so much the dimen-
sions as the values, the qualities. Turn again to the
Ephesian letter, and note some of the great words
that are found in it. There are some wonderful
statements, and phrases, and terms. ““The exceeding
greatness of his power™, ‘“Strengthened with all
might by his Spirit in the inward man”, ““Able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us”—
the power that worketh in'us is capable of enabling
us exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think—*“Raised him . . . and made him to sit at his
own right hand in the heavenly places far above all
rule, and authority, and power, and dominion. . .
and gave him to be head over all things to the
church . . . the fulness of him that filleth all in ail.”
Pick out all these transcendent, superlative things
in the letter. Do not regard them just as wozrds, just
as oratory, but mark the tremendous range of value
and calibre represented by these things. You have
nothing to compare with them in the first letter to
the Corinthians. If you turn to the chapter in that
letter which perhaps carries you farthest in thought
and revelation, the fifteenth chapter, you will find
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you are, after all, only dealing with mesurrection,
and that, the resumestiinm of the body; great and
glorious things, it is true, as to the nature of the
resurirection body. But when you have your resur-
rection body you are only then entering upon the
g;ieat fealgjiﬁ of the eternities. It may be amn?sx&lm
thing for thisconnuptiible to guticmit o),
Ig iie sure wesial t Hinkki tt isarmaawedlborss Hiirgg
when 1t happens. It will be a glorious thing when
the final touch of death with regardi to our bodies is
swallowed up victoriously. But we are only started
on the career which is presented to us in the letter
to the Ephesiams for the ages to come. There are
very vital things in the first letter to the Corinthians,
but in the range, in the depth and the height, the
length and the breadith, so far as spiritngll value is
concerned, there is no comparison. Even when you
deal with the Church, the Body, in I Corinthians
Xii, you are largely dealing with it from the side of
its expression here. When you deal with it in the
Ephesian letter you arecanmgingitiighay ovesyfioom
conditions whete it is necessary to say such a thing
as this: “Oxne ieniber cannot say tio ancther;, I ave
no need of you.” How that reveals what had been
the spitit of things at Corinth, and what an eatilky
level had obtalned there! The Apostle, it is true, s
g an unfolding of spiritual relationships, but
t is of such a kind as is largely occasioned, if not
wholly, by spiritusll disorder among the saints.
Butt when you come into Eplnesitens iv andl touch

the truth of the Body there, you are breathing an
altogether different atmosphere.
Pass on to Ephesiams v. 32: *“This mystery is

: 1 speak in regardl of Christ and of the
church.™ Youw are carried away into the great
mystery of the Body. That is something deeper.
What is the explanation of this difference? It is not
that they are two different Churches, nor that they

two different callings. It is that there are
two different levels upon which they live. If all
these wonderful things' presented in [Ephesians,
these mighty, weighty things, are elements of the
true testimony of Jesus, then they belong to a place
where the earthlies are left behind. To put that in
another way: you have to leave the earthlies if you
are coming into the realm where those mighty
forces are operating.

Would you know the exceeding greatness of His
power which is to uswanrd who believe ? Youw can-
not if you live on a Corinthian level, if you live on
a naturzl, earthlly basis, even as a Christian. Do
you want to kmow the fullness of Christ? Do you
went to become in a related way the fullness of
Him thatfilletihalll im all? Y ow czm never be that if

you live spirituallly at Corinth. The testimomy is

20

a mnighty thing. It is a thing fraught wath these
massive elements and features of the risem and
ascended Lord. There will be a universal expres-
sion of that fullness in the ages to come, but even
now we are to partake of it. It is to be known amil
set forth now in a spiriteall way in the life of the
Church, but the Church has to come out on to the
ground which is presented in this letter to the
Ephesians. 1 not saying that the chuich at
Ephesus was on this level. It may or it may not
have been. But it seems perfectly clear that the
Ephesian saints were in a position to have such a
revelation given to them, and the Corinthians were
fot. The Corinthians were not ready for it. Bu iff
Paul’s visit to Ephesus and the resullis are indiicative
of anything, they do speak of thoroughness there.
They brought their books of magic and made a
great fire 6f them, and their price was considerable.
They sacrificed everything to the fire because th
had feund a new mystery, a heavenly foree whie
was mere than the force of the magiclans, the
oceultists, the spirifists, something far abeve all
that. They badl discevered Christ, and at great eost
they let all else go, and that pf%pﬂféd the way fer a
wenderful revelation to thefh. Paul was able to say
to these élglerss: T sHreaknmtfior ddesiat-
m?% unte you the whele eeunsel 6f God"’ (Aets ¥«
27). Yeu ean never declare the whele eounsel of
Ged to any company of peeple uihless they are
ready for it. He had a elear way at Ephesus, ahd oh
theif it represented a spiridwl pesition ef
abandenrment of earthly eehneetiens, relatien-
ships, interests, and religieus systems.

We focus our attention for a few minutes upon
some of the more specific reasons and causes.
These have been included in our general survey,
but we now mention them particularly.

THE COMPARISON OF THE CORINTHIAN
AND EPHESIAN ASSEMBLIES

I. The Place of Man

Look at these two, and focus your attention
upon one word, or one title, one designation,
namely, that of ‘man’. Whatt was the place of man
in these two different assemblies ? Im Corinth nram,
as such, had a very large place. The Apostle says:
“I could not speak unto, you as wino spiritnel, but
as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ . . .. for
whereas there is among you jealousy andl strife, s
ye not carnal, and walk after the manner of men?
For when one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I
am of Apollos; are ye not men?”’ (1 Corinthians iii.
1,3, 4). Is it not man, as such, that is very much im
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view ? Man was coming into view to the obscuring
of Christ. All the way through that letter natural
elements in man are being dealt with. Whatever it
is, at whatever point you touch this terrible trouble
that engaged the Apostle, you are touching some
expression of man in himself; some dispute, for
example, though over what we do not exactly know.
But two believers, members of the same assembly,
have perhaps been in some business transaction,
and there has been something not straight, some-
thing upon which they have come to a serious
difference, and one says: ‘All right, I will take it to
court, and will fight you there!” It is man doing
things as man does them. All the time it is a case of
man occupying a strong place of possessiveness and
forcefulness.

Turn to the letter to the Ephesians, and see
where man comes in there. You cannot find him;
but we find ‘““one new man”, that new man which
we are exhorted to put on (Ephesians iv. 24). The
old man has given place to the new man. It is not
the individual standing for himself that we see now,
but rather the individual rightly functioning in the
corporate new man. It is no longer a case of so
many separated individuals all thinking of their
own interests, but all that individualism is lost in
the one collectivity and relativity of the new man.
You can almost see them growing up into Him—
“Till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ” (Ephesians iv. 13).

That word ““man’’ 1s a key to the situation in both
letters. How ? If he is allowed to come in, there will
be a state such as you have at Corinth. If he goes
out, the prospects are of an Ephesian position. That
is the work of the Cross. You are not surprised,
then, that in the Ephesian letter fairly early you
come upon the words: “. . . quickened us together
with Christ . . . and raised us up in him, and made
us to sit with him in the heavenlies in Christ
Jesus . . .”" All that quickening and raising pre-
supposes a death, and that is the death of the old
man, the man by nature.

II. The Place of the World

The word ‘world’ occurs a number of times in the
letter to the Corinthians—‘‘the wisdom of this
world”, ““the princes of this world”. Read down
those first two chapters, and see what a large place
the world takes. The world and its wisdom, the
world with its spirit, the world with its way,
had a large place amongst the Corinthian be-
lievers. If you follow through the letter you cannot
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get away from it. It is the way of the world, the
way the world does things, or conditions ruling
in the world—the spirit of the world—that is con-
tinually before us. The world has a large place in
their reasoning. They are even handling heavenly
and Divine things with worldly wisdom.

Turn to the letter to the Ephesians and see where
the world is. It is left behind, and believers are seen
spiritnally as out of the world, though not literally
so. They were here on the earth as much as ever
Corinthians were, and were in the world as a
sphere. They were here, and yet not here. Recall
those strange and seemingly contradictory phrases
in John xvii: *“. . . the men whom thou gavest me
out of the world ., . .”; ““They are not of the world.”
*I pray not that thou shouldest take them from the
world . . .”” We know what is meant in a spiritual
sense and there is no contradictionyin it and out of
it at the same time. In Ephesians v and vi those
things which belong to ordered life here are men-
tioned. There are families; husbands and wives,
parents and children; masters and servants. You
say: ‘Merely earthly!” No! They are the relation-
ships proper to life here, and yet in them is the
possibility of a heavenly life. All are lifted on to a
heavenly level. where spiritual interests govern
those relationships with a view to beavenly pur-
poses and not just earthy interests. The world, in
the sense in which it is found in I Cor1nth1ans is
not found in Ephesians.

That explains the testimony and shows what is
necessary for this impact upon spiritual forces.
That can never be unless we come to the same posi-
tion, with the world left behind in this sense. “Our
wrestling is not against flesh and blood*—that is the
world’s way of doing thinmgs—‘but against the
principalities, against the powers . . .” It is a case
of getting behind flesh and blood, and what a
much more effective wrestling that is! What mighty
issues there are in the spiritual realm! How things
count when we know the secret of functioning
there in the power of the risen Lord! But that
requlres that we shall know here, in mind and in
spirit, absolute separation from this world.

I. The Difference in the Order at Corinth
and Ephesus

At Corinth two things, or two sides of the one
thing are presented. In what the Apostle has to say
you have a heavenly order brought before you. He
i1s indicating what that heavenly order is in the
Church and is seeking to recover it, or to establish
it. But over against, at least the intimation, of
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heavenly order—for the Apostle does not develop
it in fullness—there is a terrible disorder in the
assembly. Read through the letter again, and see
how everything is out of order. Their procedure,
their government, their relationships, are all in dis-
order. In dealing with the causes the Apostle has
raised questions and issues which have become the
battleground of the Church ever since: relation-
ships and orders, positions and administrations
in the Church. All this was out of order at Corinth.

We are not going to deal with the specific points.
It would take too long, and might not be alto-
gether profitable. At any rate, it might swing us
away from our specific intention at this time.
Sufficient to say that the question at Corinth is
largely a question of order or disorder. We must
recognize that. There is nothing arbitrary about the
Apostle in that letter. A false explanation and
interpretation has been put upon a great deal that
Paul said in that letter—as, for instance, upon his
reference to the place of the sisters in the assembly.
The interpretation or construction placed upon his
words has been that Paul was a woman-hater, and
that he was caught up in the Rabbinical idea of
women, which held they were subject and had to be
kept in a place of subjection, and therefore that
what he wrote in that letter was out from that men-
tality, that conception. Nothing is further from the
truth, Nothing is a greater libel against the Apostle.
The Apostle was not dealing for one moment with
the question of status, of honour; he was dealing
purely with a matter of order. He will not rule
sisters right out of the assembly in the matter of
functioning, but he will show that their functioning
is relative, and that it is both right and profitable
when in its place. It is 2 matter of order. Let that
be established, and be quite clear, We fasten upon
this one point to indicate what we mean.

Turn to the letter to the Ephesians, and you can
discover nothing about disorder in the assembly.
Chapter iv presents the Body and its relationships
established; or that part of the letter brings it
mainly into view. It is a beautiful heavenly order.
There is no reference to an upsetting of that order;
it is simply presented as though it obtained there.
There is no quarrel over it, no fighting for it; it is
a statement of a heavenly order. You are in a differ-
ent atmosphere altogether. The point is that the
Church’s testimony to the risen Lord in the power
of His risen life is bound up with order in the
House of God. If the Divine order is upset, the
testimony is weakened, and is nullified in that
measure. There is a tremendous amount bound up
with order. Let no one think that the appeal for
order is simply with a view to having a domination,

a control, a power over others, a desire to subject
people. The word ‘subjection’ has become ana-
thema to a good many because they have missed
its significance. It is the value of Divine order,
heavenly order, expressed amongst the Lord’s
people that is in point; for this is so vital a factor
in the meeting of the enemy. A Corinthian disorder
cannot destroy the power of the principle, and
world rulers cannot stand before spiritual forces
when a Divine order is established and adhered to
and sacredly guarded. Then there is a wonderfully
clear way for the Lord to come through and meet
the enemies of the Church. Very often a church is
divided and broken, and crying out for victory, for
deliverance, for power, for effectiveness; and if the
Lord could only be heard speaking He would be
heard to say: ‘Set your house in order! That is the
way to power. Put things right in your midst, and
your prayers will be answered. You are crying to
Me to give you something which you call power,
effectiveness. The way to it is through the clearing
up of the disorders that are among you.’

So the expression of His life demands a heavenly
realm; separation from the world by the death of
the old man in his natural strength and life; the
constituting of things according to the heavenly
pattern. This is all practical. There are no flights of
thoughtto carry you away into ecstasies, but there
is a coming down on to the practical basis of every-
day things. I am persuaded that nothing touches
the heart of the whole issue more than this. I am
certain that the Church’s defeat, and weakness, and
failure in testimony today, in the first place, is be-
cause it has become such an earthly thing; because
of the worldly elements that have gained entrance;
because man, as man, has such a large place in it;
because the heavenly order does not obtain, but a
man-made order in what is called the Church.
Thesethings are as closely related to the effective-
ness of testimony as anything can be.

Do you know heavenly union with the Lord?
Have you from your heart abandoned this world?
Have you accepted the meaning of His Cross for
the putting aside of all that belongs to man as such?
Are you quite sure that you are fitting in your place
in the House of God, and that you are not out of
your place? So far as your devotion to the Lord is
concerned, are you really bent upon being in your
place, and remaimng in your place, and functioning
there for the Lord? Are you a party to something
which is not an expression of the heavenly pattern?
Are you an officer of an official connection, sup-
porting and upholding an order which is not the
Lord’s order ? Well, you will be beaten in the general
defeat of such a thing. It is bound to be defeat, so
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far as the main testimony is concerned. These are
practical, direct questions. The Lord give grace, and
understanding, and response to what this means. I
have no doubt that as you go on from now the
meaning of all this will come to you in a growing
way. You may not grasp it all now, but it is some-
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thing laid in store. Remember, it does matter
tremendously whether you are in a Corinthian con- .
dition or an Ephesian, and these are the features
and the differences.

The Lord make us, if we may say it in a spiritual +
sense, good Ephesians!

(To be concluded)
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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S BIOGRAPHY OF CHRIST (([H)
(A) THE TRUE LIFE AND THE FALSE LIFE

AS you know by now, we are occupied in these
morning meetings with what we are taught through
the Apostle Paul in I1 Corimtiiiams iii. 3, that is,
that the Holy Spirit is writing a spiritual biography
of Jesus Christ in every member of the Body of
Christ. To ﬁ‘put that in another way, the spiritual
histery and experlences of true bellevers are a
repetition of what was true of the Lord Jesus,

tiag His deity. So we have to understand that
the Holy Spirit is repeating the life of the Lord
Jesus 1A us.

So far we have been occupied with the ffirst
chapter of that biography: the eternal link with the
Lord Jesus, winicin is toy the gijift off etermell liife. That
means that what was true of the Lord Jesus in His
eternal life becomes true in every believer.

Now 1 did not say all that I wanted to last time,
so I will addl just a few things and then hope to be
able to go into the second chapter of this biography.

25

ETERNAL LIFE ALL-GOVERNING

Let me, then, repeat this truth: Eternal life does
govern the history and destiny of humanity. With-
out that etermal life there is no hope; humanity Is
in a hopeless position. The destiny of those with-
out this gift of God is a very hopeless thing, for it
is eternal death. That does not mean anvitiiliaism),
notr extinction, but it does mean eternal separation
from Godl; and if you want o kinow that
o he cross and hear i &y, Bl God, iy udl
on the cross and hear Him cry: « , Y :
why hast thou forsaken mgy.!! But this other side,
eternal life, is the basis of eternal hope, so it is just
exactly the eppesite. Thus eternal life is the gevern-
ing facter in histery and in destiny.

That is indicated in two ways in the Bible. It is
indicated on the first page and on the last page,



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 49 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

which mecans that the whole of the Bible lies be-
tween this one thing. All that is in the Bible of
history and destiny lies between chapter one and
the last chapter, and in both of those chapters this
one matter of life governs everything. It is therefore
all-governing. In the beginning it is indicated in
the tree of life in the Garden; at the end it is indi-
cated in the tree fully grown in the city—the tree
of life in the midst of the paradise of God.

As to that tree in the Garden at the beginning
(and, of course, it is only a figure, or type), it is the
centre of life, so God indicates that this thing
called life is at the centre of everything. Life is
centred in that tree representatively, and you notice
how very jealous God is about that iree. He is so
jealous that, when man sinned against ##, He set a:
wall of fire around it, and took every precaution
against man touching it. He said: “Lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life”,
and put a cherubim there with a flaming sword.
It would be a very dangerous thing to touch that
unless man was in full fellowship with God! God
is very jealous over this matter of eternal life! That
tree, symbolically, is a test of man’s relationship
with God. It is a challenge to man as to his relation-
ship with God, or, in other words, as to whether
he is in right standing with God. The whole issue
hung upon man’s fidelity to God, for that was the
test. You see, man was put on probation. This life
was to be given on one condition only: was man
going to be faithfu] to Geod, or not?

Let us get away from the symbol and the type.
That tree is a type of the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
for He is the tree of life, and our attitude towards
the Lord Jesus is going to determine our destiny—
whether we have eternal life or eternal death. We
know from Genesis that on that day when man
showed that he was not faithful to God, that in
spirit and in mind he was not true to God’s Son, he
died, and the whole race died in him. In Romans
v. Paul says that death entered into the human race
because of one man’s disobedience; so the destiny
of the human race was settled on that day. The
Lord had said: “Of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt sorely die”
(Genests ii. 17). Thus man died spiritually, because
death is separation from God.

So we are brought to this, as our New Testament
teaches us so fully: the Lord Jesus is the test of our
relationship with God, and that relationship deter-
mines whether it is to be life or death. The Lord
Jesus is set up in the midst of the human race to
determine life or death for mankind, So eternal
life governs everything.

26

ETERNAL LIFE RESERVED IN JESUS CHRIST

Now note the next thing. The Lord took action
and set a fence around that tree of life. In so doing
He said: ‘No one shall have life apart from that
tree.” In other words, it 1s impossible for anyoue to
have eternal life apart from the Lord Jesus, for this
life is in God’s Son. “He that hath the Son hath
the life; he that hath not the Son of God hath not
the life”” (I John v. 12). Life, then, is reserved in
Jesus Christ and cannot be had outside of him,
Well, of course, that is very simple and elementary
but we have not finished yet!

You notice what happened in the Garden: Satan
was there to make God a liar. Jesus said that Satan
“is a liar, and the father thereof” (John viii. 44),
and he was there in the Garden to make God a liar,
Did he do it? Mark you, this is something very
important for us to notice today, for this is always
Satan’s way. He did not accept the situation in the
Garden, and he never does accept a situation. There
will come a time when he will have to accept a
situation and will not be able to do anything about
it, but all through the ages he has refused to accept
this situation and has told a lie. So man has fallen
a victim to the lie of Satan. What is Satan’s lie in
connection with life ? He offers false life, another
kind of life that looks like the true one. Satan
falsifies true life, and, instead of being spiritual
life, it is just soul life. Do you know the difference
between spiritual life and soul life ?

Satan attacked the soul life of Adam. You know
what the soul is, do you not? It is your reason,
your emotions, your will. Satan began by reason-
ing with Adam, and, oh, what a dangerous thing
it is to argue with Satan! Never reason with the
devil, or, in other words, do not listen to his argu-
ments! There is a sting in his tail! So Satan first
came to man’s reason and started an argument:
“Yea, hath God said 7"’ (Genesis iii. 1). Immediately
a question about God was lodged in the mind.
There is a terrible destiny bound up with that
question!

Then Satan appealed to Adam’s feelings, and,
pointing to the fruit of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, he said: “You see how lovely and
full of juice that fruit is! How much it is to be
desired!” So Adam looked at the fruit and said:
‘How lovely! I think I would like some of that.’
His emotions went out to it, and when Satan has
got your mind and your emotions, it is not far to
your will! The next thing was that Adam took the
fruit. He vused his will, and the damage was done.

It is all symbolic, but, you see, it contains eternal
principles. The whole kingdom and reign of
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was in pride. Satam had saidi: *“J will ascend into
heaven, / will exalt my throne above the stars of
God . . . I will be like the Most High** (Isaiah xiv.
13, 14). We know the result of that! And man
entered into a complicity with Satan and God's
place and God’s life were lost to mam. There is so
much more in that word ‘lost’ than we are accus-
tomed to thinkimg! W siirgy: “TI wes [t Gt Jssnis
found me”, but when were you lost, and what did
you lose?

Here we are in an eternal setting. Jesus saidi: “‘THee
Som of mam came to seek and to save that wiich was
Jost”” (Luke xix. 10), and as we go on we shall see
what that was.

In this situation in eternity the Son saidi: ‘1 will
undertake to bring it all back. Father, I will do this
service for You. I know what it means. Because it
was pride that did all the mischief, pride must be
destroyed in Me. Because it was disobedience that
resulted in all this trouble, obedience must be the
law of My life.” Well, to make it short, away there
in eternity the Lord Jesus made the great renuncia-
tion. He relinquished His position, emptied Himself
of His fullness, humbled Himself, and then came
forth to do this service for Godl, which was to re-
cover God’s place in this world and in this umiverse.
That was the crisis of Bethlehem!

Can it be true? Is that little babe in that manger
in the innermost reality of His being that eternal
Som who occupied the place of supreme authority
in the ages ? Is thus little beby the same One
who was filled with the glory of God and all
heaven? O, wonder of wonders, He has indeed
taken the lowest place! What ought He to have
had? But what He did have was a manger in a
stable! There was no place for Himn in the world
that He Himselff had created. *“He came unto his
own things, and they that were his own received
him not” (Johm i. 11). What a crisis in the ages!

That is what took place in heaven, so you are not
surprised that heaven is interested in this crisis!
To begin with, an archangel, Gabriel, is interested,
and then we read of a “nmiltitude™ of angels who
are interested, for they know something of the
meaning of it.

MARY’'S RENUNCIATION

Well, we have to come to the really important
thing. Where was all this focused? Im a simple
Galilean woman, whose name was Mary.

You know, for two reasons we have lost some-
thing very wonderful in this connection. Ic is the
devil’s trick again! Satan will always try to get hold
of something Divine and discredit it, and the Church
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of Rome has discredited this Divine thing by the
worship of the Virgin Mary. If you go into Ronnam
Catholic countries and see the place that the Virgin
Mary has, your whole being revolts against it and
you do not want to talk about her. This is a great
triumph for the devil, as you will see in a moment
or two.

There is another thing that has made us very hesi-
tant to dwell upon this birth of Christ, and I think
it is either a right or a wrong sensitiveness. We
are so nice and so good, you know, and we dio not
like to read and talk about this Virgin Mary! I
wonder how you felt when we read that passage
from Luke just now! ‘It is very wonderful and very
beautiful, but don’t let us dwell upon it too much!
Let us be very sentimental, very proper, very goodi
and very nice!” Do you know what I mean?

So, for these two reasons, we have lost something
that is very Divine, and I think poor Mary needs tio
be redeemed. She needs to be brought back to her
right place, and we have to get a new appreciation
of this young woman. 1 have a friend who is a
Mother Superior in a very high Catimliic body.
When 1 last went to see her she took me into the
chapel, and as she went in she bowed to the Virgin
Mary. 1 cannot tell you how badly I reacted to that!
She did it again when we went out, andi, no, I did
not bow! My reaction to that was very bad, but I
have had to recover something about Mary.

There is a link between that which happened in
heaven with the Son of God when He emptied
Himself, and Mary. Do not make any mistake!
Mary had to make a great remumciziiom, for she
knew what it meant to have a child without a Ius-
band. Is that not the dieepest shame that a woman
can know? Does that not mean that she has sacri-
ficed all that is noble and honourable about wonan-
hood ? Supposing it became known that this child
was born and Joseph was not the father! Who was
the father, then? That is something for people to
talk about! I am not sure that the people in wiicked!
Nazareth had not already spread a rumour;, be-
cause at one time some of the enemies of Jesus
Christ threw this thing at Him, when tley saitl: ““Wee
were not born in iniquity™ (Johm viii. 41). Is dinat
not homiliks, temiiies? Ah, Mary knew what it
meant! She knew that if this thing got out into the
world she would be counted as one of the world's
most disgraceful people. Everyome would look
down upon her. She was afraid, and, more than
that, “grestly troubled™. The angel Gabriel read
what was going on in her soul and said: “Fear not,
Mary.” Never in all history did a woman need that
word more than Mary did that day! She had taken
in the situation and reslized in what she was in-

»
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volved. The angel Gabriel said: ‘Mary, you are a
verylspecially favoured woman. God has favoured
you more than other women.” And the word that
the angel used was ‘grace’—‘God has put His grace
upon you more than upon any other woman.” Well,
she considered the whole thing, realizing what it
meant, knowing that if she had to go out into the
world, and the world knew about it, it would talk
(and the world never gives a Divine meaning to a
thing like that! You know the kind of world we are
in!), and she said—note!—"‘Behold, the bondslave
of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.”
I put a mighty emphasis upon that word ‘bond-
slave’! Did Mary empty herself of a woman’s glory ?
That is what it meant naturally, Did Mary humble
herself to be obedient unto death ? For, you know,
a woman like that would have been stoned in
Israel, and she knew it. Did she humble herself and
become obedient unto death ? Oh, yes, she did, She
went down to the lowest place. But what is the
word? “Bondslave of the Lord”—the servant of
God.

Now the whole Bible is opened up! Before the
Bible began the Divine Son was saying: ‘I will be
Your servant, Father. I will go down to be Your
bondslave.” And right from the beginning God has
sought to have servants. You have a long line of
servants of God in this world’s history: Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and
on you go to Isaiah, the Prophet, who says: “Israel,
my servant” (Isaiah xli. 8). They were the people of
service.

That is what God is seeking, but it is always a
very costly thing. It cost Abel his life, for he was
obedient unto death; Enoch found it was no longer
possible to live in a world like this; and so you
could go on.

WHAT 1S SERVICE?

But what do we arrive at2.The point is: What is
service 7 What is the meaning of being the servant
of God? Can you put your finger upon it? Go to
Mary again. What is the law ? To bring God back
into His world, and that is the only service of God.
Service is comprehended in that one thing—making
a place for God, bringing God back into His right
place, seeing that He is not excluded from His
world. The presence of God is the great law of
everything in service. Mary brought God back into
this world, so she was *‘highly graced”, supremely
honoured. It was not just an angel, or a little
cherub, that was sent to her, but the archangel
Gabriel was sent from God to this woman Mary,
because she was to be the vessel and the channel of
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bringing God back into this world. Is that not
tremendous ? Is Mary redeemed now? Has she got
a new place? But it is not Mary herself. It is Mary
as the bondservant of God. And it is not what we
are in ourselves, but just a matter of how much of
God is brought back to this world by our being
here,

Dear friends, is that what the service of God
means to you? It is not the place, nor the person.
The place may be a stable and the person a simple
woman. It is nothing of the glory of this world. Ok,
how men have made a mistake over this! They
think that in order to have God present they must
have a very elaborate building, with some very
important persons, Lord this and Baron that, with
a cathedral here and a cathedral there—and the
Word says: “The Most High dwelleth not in
temples made with hands” (Acts vii. 48). Where is
God? “Wheresoever two or three are gathered to-
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of them™
(Matthew xviii. 20). That can be anywhere, in any-
thing, but the point is this: We are here, dear
friends, as the Lord’s people to be His servants,
and true service is bringing God back where we are.
Do you understand that? Why am I here? Why
are you here ? Why are you wherever you are? Our
presence ought to mean the presence of the Lord. .

You see, God has been seeking a place for His
feet all through the ages. He raised up the men I
have mentioned in order that He should be brought
back to this world. He raised up Israel in order to
bring Him back, and said: “Let them make me a
sanctuary; that I may dwell among them” (Exodus
xxv. 8). The Old Testament is just about that one
thing—a few men bringing God back. That is the
meaning of the priesthood, for it was just 10 bring
God back. That is the meaning of the kingship.
The supreme king said: “I will not come into the
tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I
will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine
eyelids; until I find out a place for the Lord”
(Psalm cxxxii. 3, 4). David was a very imperfect
man, and Mary, I expect, was a very imperfect
woman, but it was where their hearts were and
what was the purpose of their lives that mattered,
and that was to bring back the Lord. Israel was
raised up to bring God back into the midst of the
nations. In the end they failed, and you close the
Old Testament. Then you open the New Testament
with Mary of Nazareth, and God coming back
through this simple woman.

I repeat, it is a costly thing to be here for God,
but it 1s a glorious thing, because heaven is inter-
ested. The angels of God are rejoicing if there is
anything of God in this world. The wise men and the
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poor shepherds were all wondering what this thing
meant. They did not understand it—but there was
another one who knew what it meant, and this
that represented the presence of God was a mark
for Satan. Satan had an evil man in Jerusalem, and
that man massacred all the little boys in order to
get hold of this One. The fear and the hatred of hell
were focused upon this that was of God, and if hell
could drive it out, it would. Does that not explain
a lot of spiritual experiemce? Surly you now
see the biography being written in spiritual experi-
ence! If you are standing for God here, heaven is
on your side, but men will not understand you.
Hell will hate you and do everything to get you out.

Oh, does this not throw a lot of fight upon what
is happening? Communism is anti-God, and is the
most satamic thing that history has knowm. It is

saying: ‘Get ridl of God!’, and is the great instru-
ment of Satan in the nations. The battle for holding
the ground for Godl is becoming very intense.

Let this test everytimmg. Let it test your own life.
How nmmuch of the Lord has come into this world by
our being here ? Titzttwiill didsrtammiine whwttiarweeazee
the Lord’s servamtts, or not. In the little assemblies
of God's people where they live or work together,
it is not the outward things that matter, but how
much of the Lord is there. In the places where Gadl
puts you in this worldl, does the fact that you are
there that the Lord is there? That is the
crisis of Bethlehem.

I think I have said enough. It is something to
search our hearts, and we must just say: ‘Lord,
make me a point where You are in this world!’

(To be comtiimvedyl)

ON KNOWING THE LORD

“... . thatDmayylmoewhinm . .’ "(RRiah

piaianiiiiild)). of the life, service, enduramce and confidence of the

** Hawee | Heersas dolggntjmieme thvyiduy ond @ostdbet thuord Jesus as Son of man was the knowledge of

not knowmeé?({dbinrow 99).

“So thatye may appooee thbherhingsgshiratrare

the Father.
All these facts need looking at more closely. We

excallbant thinateymapaelwmtaecaadndidaifigfeffencbegin always with the Lord Jesus as God’s meges-

JnTbOr hecddgyof TG Risiet (RiEtipipipiars 10)0).

sentative, the Mam after His own mind. Im His

“And they sdadlllnootrbaakreveyve nnandrisielioewlife on earth there was no part or aspect which did

cittrmn) aadieezigrnamhinibrorhdhesa)sayj dnokrtbey teot have its strength an

ability rooted in, and

Lord: Fer all shall knowme, firom thaclbasstaahkke drawn from, his inward knowledge of His Father,

grearesofthbaih(HdebrsvwiiviillL1).

“And ye hane aunanoditimpngrdrornvhenBodolQ@mne, Utter m& upon God, voluntarily
s. .. Aabaagdo e, thbapsinint- He att evi
ing wititéhyyereesivpdtdfokini misditieth jiouyandayel ydom and works.

andye kwoowmal| gy

God. We must never forget that His was a life of
accepted.

egming to the Father; wordl, wils-
e was God manifest 1 the flesh;

neebimotfaatappooedeschoyg\hubas dsshismainsigindut He had asesﬁpte_a from the human and ranward

teadachtyyawmneeeing ad sakinpingsd indrietand, iand ¥andpeint th
16 lie, andl even aasiittaaphynpoigeyabiddde hindim'$6 that Gedl il

(1 John ii. 20, 27).

I‘II‘ is of the greatest importance for the Lord’s
children to recognize fully that, above all other
things, His object is that they should know Him.
This is the all-governing end of all His dealings
with us, and this is the greatest of all our needs.

It is the secret of strength, steadfastness and
service. 1t determines the measure of our usefulness
to Him. It was the one passion of the life of the
spostle Paul for himself. It was the cause of his
unceasing striving for the saints. It is the heart amdl
pivet of the whole letter to the Hebrews. The secret
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There are numerous evidences in the “Acts™ as
the practical, and in the Epistles as the doctrinal,
revelation of God’s mind, that this principle is
intended by Godl to be meinttaimsd s tine resic 1w
of the life of the Lord’s people through this age.
This knowledge in the case of the Lord Jesus was
the secret of His complete ascendency and of His
absolute authority.

Masters in Israel will seek Him out and the issue
which will precipitate their seeking will be that of
knowing. *‘Art thou the teacher of Israel and umdier-
standest not these things?™ (Johm iii. 10). Nico-
demus has come to One who knows, and whose
authority is superior to that of the scribes, not
merely in degree but in kind.

Towards the end of the Gospel of John, which
especially brings into view this very matter, the
words “‘to know™ occur some -finectimes. Our
Lord makes the statement that *‘this is life eternal,
that they should know thee the only true Godl, ardl
him, whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ”
(John xvii. 3). This does not mean merely that
eternal life is given on the basis of this knowledge.
There can be life with very limited knowledge. But
life in fullhesssdchisshyrelritddc dothatikkneidddee,
and the increasing knowledge of Him mamifests
itself in increasing life. It works both ways: know-
ledge unto life and life umto knowdedige.

Seeing, then, that the Lord Jesus Himself, as
Man, represents man according to God, we are
well prepared to see that

THE DOMINATING OBJECTIVE OF THE
DIVINE DEALING WITH US
is that we may know the Lord.

This explains all our experiences, trials, suffer-
ings, perplexities, weakness, predicaments, tight
corners, bafflings and pressures. While the refining
of spirit, the. developmnt of the graces, and the
removing of the dross are all purposes of the fires,
yet above and through all is the one object—that we
may know the Lord. There is only one way of rezlly
geltltmg to know the Lord, and that is experimen-
tally.

Our minds are so often occupied with service amndl
work; we think that doing things for the Lord is
the chief object of life. We are concerned about our
lifework, our ministry. We think of equipment for
it in terms of study and knowledge of StaiH-
winning, or teaching believers, or setting people to
work, are so much in the foreground. Bible study
and knowledge of the Scriptures, with efficiency in
the matter of leading in Christian service as the end
in view, are matters of pressing importance with all.
All well and good, for these are imporiant matters,
but, at the back of everything, the Lord Is more
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concerned about our knowing Him than about
thing else. It is very possible to have a wondexful
grasp of the and a comprehensive and
intimate farmili with doctrine; to stand for
cardinal verities of the faith; to be an unceasing
worker in Christian service; to have a great devo-
tion to the salvation of men; and yet, alas, to have
a very inadequate and limited knowledge
of God within. So often the Lord has to take away
our work that we may discover Him. The uiltinnate
value of everything is not the information which we
give, not the soundness of our doctrine, not the
amount of work that we do, not the measure of
truth that we possess, bmt;umtﬂmﬂ'aatﬂm&wltﬂww
the Lord in a deep and mighty way.

This is the one thing that w1ll remzim when all
else passes. It is this that will make for the perman-
ence of our ministry after we are gone. While we
may help others in many ways and by many means,
so far as their earthly life is concerned, our red!
service to them is based upon our knowledg,e of
the Lord.

_ The greatest of the problems of the Christian life
is
THE PROBLEM OF GUIDANCE

How much has been said and written upon this
subject! The last word for so many is: ‘Pray about
it, commit it to Godi, do the thing that seems s righint,
and trust God to see that it turns out all Hght.”
This to us seems weak and inadequate. We rmaake
no clainn to ability to lay down the comprehensive
and conclusive asis of guldance, but we are
strongly of the conviction that it is 6ne thing to get
direction for the events, incidents and cONINGEREIES
of life, and guite anether tmﬁg t@ Bave aﬂ

?@f§@ﬁél, inward IlttlkS&E@
Bing o eall upen a f'ﬁeﬁa iﬁ eme QE a%
gelal times fof adwee as g, a € UE§

it is apether thing te 1ve Wi f gt i@ﬁ

thefe is derved a sen mipg 1p geae

Will gevern if partieular maﬁ%!%

We want instructions and commands; the Lol
wants us to have a ‘mind’. *“Have this mhwhmmn
*“We have the mimd of Christ.” Christ has a con-
sciousness, and by the Holy Spirit He would give
and develop that consciousness in us. The inspived
statement is that ‘his anointing teacheth you ¢on-
cerning all things”. We are not servamis; we are
sons. Commandis—as such—are for servm a
mind is for sons.

There is an appalling state of things amongst the
Lord’s people today. So many of them have their
life almost entirely in .ttt wiich is extermndl to
themselves—in their counsel and guidance, their
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sustenance and support, their knowledge, and their
means of grace. Personal, inward and spiritual
intelligence is a very rare thing. No wonder that
the enemy has such a successful line in delusions,
counterfeits, and false representations! Our
greatest safeguard against such will be a deep
knowledge of the Lord through discipline.
Immediately it is rhings for which we reach out;
e.g. experiences, sensations, “proofs”, manifesta-
tions, and so on, and we become exposed in a
perilous realm where Satan can give a false con-
version, a false ‘baptism of the Spirit’ (?), a false
evidence and guidance such as is found in spiritism.
Then, with the withdrawing of those, he immedi-
ately suggests the unpardonable sin. If this sugges-
tion be accepted, the value of the Scriptures and of
the Blood is annulled, and the assurance of those
involved is lost; and it may, after all, be all a lie.
To know the Lord in a real way means stead-
fastness .when others are being carried away—
steadfastness through times of fiery trial. Those
who know the Lord do not put forth their own hand
and try to bring things about. Such are full of love
and patience, and do not lose their poise when
everything seems to be going to pieces. Confidence
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is an essential and inevitable fruit of this knowledge,
and in those who know Him there is a quiet restful
strength which speaks of a great depth of life.

To close, let me point out that in Christ “are all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden”,
and the Lord’s will for us is to come to an ever-
growing realization and personal appreciation of
Him in whom all the fullness dwells.

We have only stated facts as to the Lord’s will
for all His own, and their greatest need.

The absence of this real knowledge of the Lord
has proved to be the most tragic factor in the
Church’s history.

Every fresh uprising of an abnormal condition
has disclosed the appalling weakness amongst
Christian people because of this lack, Waves of
error; the swing of the pendulum to some fresh
popular acceptance; a great war with its horrors
and many-sided tests of faith; all these have swept
away multitudes and left them in spiritual ruin.

These things are ever near at hand, and we have
written this message to urge upon the Lord’s people
to have very definite dealings with Him that He
will take every measure with them in order that
they might know Him,

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WORD OF FAITH

LAST time we considered the spirit of faith that
links us with eternal reality, and most real of all
realities is the fact that Jesus was raised from the
grave. Sin, Satan and death have been conquered,
and, as we have already heard, the argument that
that cannot be proved is without any basis at all.
Tt is so real that it does not fit into this unreal world.

The first person to proclaim the resurrection was
Peter on the Day of Pentecost, and he did not try
to prove it. He just said that it was impossible that
death should hold the Lord Jesus, and no further
argument was needed in the world of truth and
reality. Jesus Christ is risen, and the implications
are glorious! Because of that, all things work to-
gether for good for us who belong to Him, and
even the most difficult things serve His purpose for
us. Also, all things work together for good for the
work that He has given us to do, for it lives on in
eternity. He is actually the One who has done the
work through us, and so all things work together
and make a glorious weight of eternal values for us
all. '
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THE CHARACTERISTIC EXEMPLIFIED
* BY THE LORD JESUS

Now we are going to consider what are the
characteristics of this word of faith, and first we
will go to our Lord Jesus Himself. After His resur-
rection we see Him, full of the spirit of faith and of
the spirit of reality, meeting His friends. Having
conquered Satan He stands there amongst them—
and what does He not say ? What He does not say
is nof the word of faith: ‘I had a remarkable experi-
ence in Hades!” Well, did the Lord not miss His
opportunity ? What material He had about which
to speak! What a lot of stories He could have told!
That could haVe been the best-seller of all times,
far surpassing the Bible, for no one would read the
Bible if stories of the Lord in Hades were available!
The very idea of the Lord doing such a thing is
ridiculous; it has nothing to do with the word of
truth and the spirit of faith. Yet so many have
small experiences—nothing compared with a visit
to Hades—and make a lot out of them. If you say
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to them: ‘Don’t do it, brother¥, they answer: “Well,
it draws the people and gives them the Gospel.’
They think they are drawamg people to the Lord,
but they are not.

That was the first thing the Lord did not speak
about after His resumestimm, and no one who has
the spiritt and the wordl of faith would do so.

Another remarkable thing was that the Lord did
not go to the disciples and say: ‘Here I am, risen
from the dead. What more do you need 7" But what
did He do? We will find the answer in Luke’s
Gospel, chapter xxiv:

“Tthen he said umrtto thern, O fools, and slow oft
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the spirit of faith means that we miust tell stamig
‘I was healed . . . I was baptized in the Spirit . .
I spoke with tongues . . .” It dioes moit tizke vary mue
of a spirit of faith to do all that, and it certainl
does not need the word of faith to say it! It is onl
in the realm of illusions that this is called the spir.
and the word off fith. But wiitn Choikst it wnes tiote 1l
different. He expounded the Scriptnness, Huwur affe
hour, for you cannot go through the Old Testamer
from Moses in just five minutes.

The word of faith is not what we might call
‘little’ word. Sometimes when I visit a home in th
evening and we have had coffee, my hostess wi]

heat to belNevecadllthhvathec ppophérstidvavspshercen:give me a Bible and say: ‘Will you give us a littl
ouglintnnet Chtiststochdne sy ffafédrii th ehinghiomd tand word?” My answer is always: ‘1 cannot find a it
enterrinra iviglphond A nddegbgiimgian Mobdoaesianli alivord in the Biliite? In the Bible we only fiindleterna
the propherts, he expoumdeddunvataHéxeniiralilizbiee words of abiding value, and they give a full and tota
scriprures Shb e hingsgonoeresngihiyiseifiself.. And\hd haevelation of enormous depth. The spirit of fait]
said| uwrto thaern 1 Hexesarenthéheomds dshidhi dhsdadeakdinks us with that wonderful revelation and make
unrto yyou), whileld wasapetewithitpoypehahall alingsingt possible for us to do as Christ did—to take o
rawsst Bee f filHE d whidh oberweneivweittbnthe e lafv ofhe Father and give unto others.

Moses, and in the propketss, aaddmnthee gyaddmneann-

Christ wanted to make real mem out of His dis

eemningome. Ther wpeneddtt hhdineindendexdingndkng tivigles, as 1 wamnt my som tio bscome aman someeddey
theyy migfihimdariearidinke the s rend amd sereb undmam who understzndis me, @ man wiifinimtelligence
then) Thiaw$itis swniritee ranarvhidn us Btﬂwb@\@kh@hlriatmam lifted out of pettiness amdl snzlllness. There

to sufter anddsorisecffoor i elelehdhhehirdrdaydy’
(verses 25-27, 44-46).

The Lord was risen and stood| im the midist of Hiis
disciples—and he took time to expound the Scrip-
tures. This is very remarkable, and quite
to what we would do. We would have saidl: “Well,
here I am! Alll discussions are ended. Just have a
a look at me, andl what more do you need 7 No,
He did not do that. Why not? Because He under-
stood that they needed more than the fact of His
resuryaxtion, and so He did not give them the
resuryection as an historic fact alone, but as an
historic fact understood in the light of all the Scrip-
tures. That is, He gave them the meaning of His
resuryesction, and showed them what God inteaded
it to mean. So after His resurmsstiion He worked
hard to make them understandl. He did not give
them stories, treating them like childrem. He did
not even give them the facts alone, but He started
with Moses, went the and
the Psalms. He had the “spiriit of faith, according
as it is written™, and therefore He spoke from the
Scriptures. By expounding those ) He
made those disciples men of Godl. He knew that
if He did not give them all that the Scriptures told
about His resummestiiom they would never become
men of Godl, even though they knew that He was
risen.

This is the spirit of faith, which is quite contrawy
to what we would think and feel. We think that
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fore Jesus did not draw the attention of His dis
ciples to Hades andl to all the things He experiencec
there. It takes very much faith to keep quiet abou
such things, and we have to beffillediwith the spirii
of faith not to speak as perhaps we would feel in-
clined to do. We must know the Lord so well, auc
know the real need of men so well, that we speak
out from God in Christ before Godl. It does nal
appeal to the flesh. It is not popular and dioes not
draw thousands of people to big halls. After His
resurrection the Lord was satisfied with one hun-
dred and twenty peopiks.
THE CHARACTERISTIC EXEMPLIFIED BY PETER

Let us think about Peter on the Day of Pentecost,
andl notice what he didl not say to the people: “When
this flame of fire came upon my head 1 had a
wonderful experience! It was like a currendt of
wonderful joy through my body, and, I tell you,
when 1 started spedkingiin i ttwaadjiss bleasean
upon earth!’ He did not say that at all. I A«tsiil.

we read that “with many other werdls ettagified”;,
and, ef course, when we hear that werd “testimony’
we knew exaetly what he said: T am §6 happy. This
is my testimeny. 1 have how feund what trie heppi-
ness and joy are, and 1 leve everyone!’

We have a dear brother in Denmark who always
gives his testimony thus: “ll am happy and I love
everyone.’ I am sorry to say that he tells a lie every
time he gives his testimony! I know him very wailt;
he is not always happy, and he has many battles
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with other people. However, people like his testi-
mony very much—and it does not help them a bit!

Peter testified here, but he did not say one word
along that line. He could have saidi: ‘1 am happy’,
but why say so when everybody could see it? Wiy
speak about love when it can be seen that we love

? We only speak about it when it is not
true! Peter did not say: ‘1 am drumk, not with
wine, but with the happiness, the fullness and the
joy of God, and I want you to be drunk in that way
also.” There was not a word along that line! What
did he say? He had the spirit of faith, he spoke the
word of faith **according as it is written”, so he did
exactly what His Master did after the resurrection.
He saidi: ‘This is what Joel has wiitten about; this
is what David saw; and this is what all the Prophets
saw.” The word of faith is not magic, nor some
mystical word coming in a flash of: fire and doing
the thing without the hearer belng aware of what 1s
happening. Because it is the word of truth It en-
li?htens, it throws the light of truth iato the hearts
of men, and whenever the spirif of truth gives light
Into the hearts of men a work of abiding value Is
accomplished. We take of Him and give to others.

Not even the giver of the Word, the Lord Jesus
Himself, allowed Himself to interpret His resurrec-
tion apart from the Scriptures. He is the giver of all
the Scriptuness, so He could have put them aside,
but He interpreted His own resumesstiion, e milighndi-
est reality in history, from the Scriptunes.

We go to people and say: ‘I have true joy, happi-
ness and peace.’ If you meet a modern young man
he will say: ‘LSD also gives joy, peace and love.’
We are unfaithful to the word of truth if, when we
give a message, we concentrate on ourselves; in
that way we never help other people. If we think

that is the power of the Spirit, then we do not know
what the Spirit is.

THE CHARACTERISTIC EXEMPLIFIED BY PAUL

We think about another brother, Paul. In II
Corinthians 12 he says that he was caught up into
the third heaven, into paradise. What a chance,
dear friends! Here is material for evangelism! We
would say: ‘Let us have some Faph ets printed
about that experience and distribute them by the
thousand! If you speak about having been in the
third heaven, people will be dumbfounded and will
sit adnmfm? ou!’ What did Paul do? He had the
“spirit of faith, according as it is wiritten™, and
therefore for fourteen years he missed his oppor-
tunity. He did not use that wonderful maierial he
had from the third heaven, Whet a diseipline
of faith! What a spirit of faith te leek threugh all
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the illusions of men and all their illusionary expec-
tations! Being so disciplined he would not feed
illusionary expectations. Could you keep quiet
about such an experience for fourteen days? Paul
was capable of keeping quiet for fourteen years, amd|
not until men made him a fool, as he says, was he
forced to speak about it.

So now we have advice from Paul: Whenever a
man or woman comes to you saying that they are
in the third, or the seventh heaven, you just—witin
a Bible in your hand—call bim or her a fool! Then
it will be discovered how humble they are! Perlams
you will not follow this advice, but at least you will
Aot be influenced by such stories, for you do not
feed them. They do not help you, in fact, they do
you harm, for they draw your attention from the
essentlal thing, and diraww youw fismmtieILondito mean.
“We Efeacli\ not ourselves”, says Paul. ‘We don’t
preach our experiences. They are always petty and
small compared with the eternal plan of salvation
revealed ih the Seriptures. We do not preach our
happiness, ior our emotions. We are not sentimen-
tal, We do net consider our small experiences of
very miich value to other people. We have the
spifit of faith, so we take o}}p ouf Father's words,
revealed by the senne spiiit of fsiith in the Setiptures,
ahd give thef 16 you.’ Wherever such a8 werk s
being dlene faithfully, something of -eternity, of
abiding value is bein%éjWé@ught. Ouit of such a word
fhen ahd wiernen e being erested, en who do not
wavef, ten who have true leve and therefore do
net speal¢ abeut it, en whe have deep-rooird joy
and therefore do net testify abeut that, men who
knew that Ged is Ged, hely, exalted and mighty,
fmen whe walk eefiseiously with Him as He meves
threugh the histery ef manking.

This is the spirit of faith and the word of faith.
It is foreign to this world, a stranger to the thoughts
and ideas and philosophies of men, but it is meeded
more than anything else in the churches and in
Christianity today.

THE CHARACTERISTIC EXEMPLIFIED BY MARY

Let us turm to a simple woman of faith, Mary-
In Luke i. you hear Mary speak in this spirit of
faith: *’Mly soul doth magnify the Lord”, and that
wonderful song goes on until sheflinishexsby saying:
‘**He hath given help to his servamt Iswraeil, im nesnesms-
brance of his mercy; as he spake to our fathers, to
Abraham, and to his seed for ever’ (verses 46-55).

Here we have an uneducated young woman
speaking in the spirit of faith; what is it that is so
wonderful about what she says? They are her own
words, but, at the same time, they were the words
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of Hannah in the Old Testament. It is God’s word,
and Mary’s word, so it is the word of truth, There
are not two fountains from which these words
come, but they come from the same fountain.
Through the spirit of faith God’s words have be-
come Mary’s words, and that tells us how close
Mary was to God. She was as the mouth of God.
His words, through the spirit of faith, became, in a
personal way, her words. How close to the Lord
she must have been to be His mouth! That is the
spirit of truth, which relates us to the Lord in the
most personal way. The Lord speaks, therefore we
speak. The Lord is quiet, therefore we are quiet.
The Lord has His material. We have not got ahy
material of cur own, but we are one with the Lord.

Thus Mary was used for a tremendous work.
She was very weak in herself and an immense
burden was put upon her, but through the spirit of
faith she was one with her Lord and so was enabled
to serve all generations. That is the work of faith,
and it can never be undone.

How weak we are in ourselves! But if we have
this spirit of faith fruly, and not a travesty of it,
then, as God speaks, we speak. Perhaps only one
or two hear that word, but it will have eternal
values. It goes out of God’s mouth through our
mouth and will never return to Him void.

So through that spirit of faith Mary overcame,
although she was weighed down with burdens. I
do not believe that anyone understood her. She
hardly understood it all herself, but all things
worked in God’s way for good to that little woman.
The Lord was ready to be alongside of her and to
help her, and all things worked together for that
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work to which she was called. Jesus was born, and
all things worked together for an eternal weight of
glory to Mary.

“We having the same spirit of faith, according
as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I
spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;
knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus
shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us
with you” (II Corinthians iv. 13, 14). What a word!
‘What a spirit! What an honour to be called to be
the mouthpiece of that spirit and of that word!
There is nothing more important in the life of the
Church than that kind of ministry, and it is the
thing about which a great battle i1s being fought.
Today we see in all four corners of the world a real
onslaught upon that word of faith, that word based
upon the Scriptures as a complete, wonderful
unity; that word which does not meet the need of
sensational man but goes much deeper down to the
conscience, down to the deep fountains of the will
and character of man inside himself, circumcises
tim in his heart, gives him a new heart, a new
understanding, a new light, a new life, a new out-
look, and makes him a real man, a man of God in
these days.

I ask you to pray very much that the Lord will
keep that word of faith in the churches and raise
up men of that stature. It could be called the pro-
phetic word. Without it we will all degenerate.
'With it nothing can crush us, because that word is
just as real as God Himself is real, and meets the
real need of all of us in the most realistic, Divine

way.
P. M.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
LOST IN A MAZE

M ARGARET and her sister lived in East Anglia,
and from time to time they liked to visit places of
interest in that area, One day they were invited to
Join a coach party which was planning to visit an
interesting place called Somerleighton Hall. They
had never been to this historic spot before, so they
agreed that this would be a happy thing to do.

It was certainly a happy thing while they walked
through the lovely grounds and while they saw the
house,tbut it was far from being a happy thing
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whenithey decided to go into the maze. It was like
this. They saw that they still had half an hour be-
fore the coach was due to drive back home, so,
instead of standing around doing nothing, they
thought that they would just take a look in the
maze, not expecting to be there for more than ten
or fifteen minutes.

So in they went, and in no time they had reached
the central point. It was all quite easy. Then they
turned to find their way out again. This was cer-
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tainly not easy. They lost count of the number of
times when they thought that they were on the
right track only to end up again in the centre.
Margaret would suggest one way, only to find that
it was wrong, then her sister would make other sug-
gestions, but whatever they did and whichever way
they turned it always led them back into the middle
of the maze.

The hedges which made up the maze were quite
high, but among these who were wandering around
there was a very tall man who was sure that he
knew the way and was ready to help others. So he
raised his hand high with a paper in it, so that
people could follow his movements. The half hour
was almost gone, so the sisters were greatly relieved
to have found a guide at last. ‘Keep your eyes on
my hand’, he cried out confidently, ‘and we shall
be out in no time at all.’

Well, they kept the paper in view and carefully
followed the various turns to the left and right, but
in the end where should they find themselves but
back in the centre again. O dear! What would the
rest of the coach travellers be saying, for by now
their time was up? They grew hotter and more
worried, feeling as though they never would find
their way out again. It was with great relief that at
last they did so and hurried to the coach. They were
ten minutes late! They grew red and ashamed when
black looks came from every side.

That evening, as they were discussing their adven-
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ture, Margaret remembered that she had a leaflet
describing the place. They had bought this when
they first got there, and as a matter of fact it was
one of these leaflets that the tall man waved when
he vainly tried to help them. She reached for her
handbag, took out the pamphlet, and to her
amazement discovered that it showed a map of the
mazejwith instructions on how to find one’s way out.

‘To think of that! she exclaimed to her sister.
“While we were wandering about thinking we were
lost I had the instructions in my hand all the time.
Whut a pity I did not think to open the bag and
look at them! Then something struck her sister:
‘That tall man,’ she almost shouted, ‘that tall man
was waving the leafiet around in his hand. Yet he
led vs and himself astray. Why didn’t he lIook at it
instead of waving it above his head ?’

How they laughed! And how silly they had been!
Yet it is a strange fact that many boys and girls are
wandering around in a muddled state, not knowing
the right way to go, while all the time it is clearly
shown in the Bible. They have one, but they do not
open or read it. Some even wave it about for others
to see, hat do not themselves obey what it says.
This world is a maze, with no way out, for those
who do not open their New Testaments and find
God’s answer to their problem. The Lord Jesus
said: “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John
Xiv. 6),

H.F.

THE FAMILY OF GOD

Reading: John i. 49-51;
I Timothy iii. 15, 16.

ABRAHAM’S four altars helped us to discover
the face of God behind the universe. Isaac’s four
wells revealed to us the finger of God. So God hasa
face and a hand. Now Jacob’s four pillars are going
to help us to discover something about God’s
famdly.

These four pillars represent the house of God,
God’s place of relationships. If God has a face,
that means that He is a Person, and if He extends
His hand, it is to do things, but primarily to take
hold of men and women and bring them into a
relationship with Himself. So this particular habit
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of Jacob’s, of setting up pillars everywhere he
went, is going to help us to understand something
of those relationships in the house of God.

Jacob is sometimes a very difficult character to
understand. He seems to have an ability to do
everything wrong! That is very encouraging, for
the Church of God is made up of people like that,
and that is why he is one of the best people to
teach us what the house of God is all about. Of
course, all these three great men that God used
were very weak and fallible, but it was through these
men that God was bringing such tremendous
truths to us. Abraham was very easygoing, but that
is just the sort of man God uses in His Church.
He has a wonderful way of dealing with hopeless
material, so He takes all the easygoing, sanguine



Abrahams and puts them up on the Cross, saying:
‘It is all right, Abraham. If you trust Me you will
g? right through.” Then there was Isaac, who was

Il of self-pity, but God can use that sort of
material. It is a wonderful thing to be in the house
of Gaodi!

But perheps Jacob seems to ws to be the worst of
all. For instance, he was so tied to his mother’s
aprom-strings that he was not martied before he
was seventy-seven! Well, you cannot do much wiilh
that, but God can, and that is the tremendous
thing about the house of God. Who 1s in this house
is what really matters, and that is God Himself,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF TRUTH

I Timothyy, verse 15, is a very difficult verse in
some ways, for it says: *“The ronse off God, wihiiclin
is the chumcin of the living God”’—amdl then, is
there a full stop or a comma? In the Greek we can-
not tell. Perhaps there is a comma and the verse
goes like this: “The house of God, which is the
chutch of the living Godl, the pillar and ground of
the truth.” Ah, so the Chiiréh, the heuse of G@d
is the pillar and the greund of truth! But perbiaps
there is a full step there, so that the verse reads
this; “Tive house 6f Ged, whieh is the ehureh 6f the
living Godl. The pillar and greund of the truth; ane
witheut eontreversy great Is the myste fy ef g@d-
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andl is alive for evermore, so that is why the Church
is still in existence, and what is in Him is the pillar
and the ground of truth.

Now, if we had followed the story of Jacob amdi
looked in the first place where Jacob’s pillars axe
mentioned, in Genesis xxviii, and noticed that he
put up a pillar on the ground where he had slept,
we would have found that he saidl: ““This is none
other but the house of God, and this s the gate of
heaven’ (verse 17). Se, the lace where he set up his
pillew to becorne a pilfaf was the Chureh, the house
of Ged, and to make quite sure that we would
understand this he peured 6il over the top aﬂd
aneinted it. He ‘Christ-ed’ it. And this setting u
pillar he did feur times in all. Now, you netice t
it 1§ net just the pillar tﬁat is the heuse ef Geod, but
the pillaFr and the greund.

Many churches have two things: a steeple point-
ing to the sky, and a graveyard. So, believe it or not,
has the Church in the Scriptuness. IttHassa gnenmil
in which there has been a burial, and it has a pillar
which points up to heaven. The ground is the lace
where the Lord Jesus has died and been buri
the lllar 1s where He is risem ﬁgﬂ and ascended

Father’s eiglicthandl, 2ind thnetis ttiepilllarasidl
@uﬁd of truth, As we live 1n the Lerd Jesus we
ve if His death and buiall, i His resuiresiion and
aseension, and it is all that which is the Chureh,
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Some years later Jacob was fleeing from his
uncle, Laban (Genesis xxxi), but Laban caught him
up and weas very amgpy. However, 2t last they canne
to an agreement in that place. They buried their
differences there, and heaped a lot of stones upon
the place. This pile of stones could be translated
‘grave’, and on the top of the grave they put a
pillar, which they called “Watchtower”, and said:
‘Gadl will watch over us* Do you see it again?
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There was a place of burial, and a place which ruse
up to God Himself.

Later, in Genesis xxxv, Jacob reached Bethel
again, and we read that Deborah, Rebekah’s murse,
died, and was buried there. Then Jacob raised up
another pillar, poured on oil and wine, and called
it the house of God. Once again there was a burial,
and something rising up to meet Godl.

Then, also in chapter xxxv, Jacob moved down
towards Bethlehem, and on the way his wife,
Rachel, died. He placed her in the grave, and on it
he placed a pillar. Once again there was a ground
of burial, and once again there was a resusmesxfinm
that rose to God.

On each of these four occasions Jacob is i
us something about the house of God, but it all
comes out of his own negative experience.

1. DEATH TO ISAAC'S HOUSE

Let us move back into that house of Isaac for a few
moments, and there we find Isaac and Rebekah, of
whom we thought last time. They were not very
close in their life, and mow we see Rebelkath
listening at the tent door to Isaac, who is complain-
m? that he cannot see % more and that peo le
t be taking him in, which, in fact, s just
Rebekah is d@iﬁg Then Isaac tells Esau to 86 @ut
and get the venisen, after whieh he will bless him.
Rebe H Huffi§§ eut te Jaceb and says: ‘We must
A in a hurry, for Ged’s pwpege i§ geing
tetaeie ! We @8 net do semet Iy
wﬂi et g8 gﬁ% the Blé§§iﬁ§; aﬂd it s
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going to kill you. You are not learning much about
relationships in this family, Jacob! Rebekzin had
better deceive Isaac again by sayumg) tinet Tl musdt
go and get a wife from her brother’s family. Isaac
believes her, but rezlly Rebekaln does this to save
Jacob’s life from Esau. Is that the house of God?

It may be that the church you are in has difficul-
ties, but God is trying to teach you something from
that church. He is trying to show us from the nega-
tive what exists in the positive, and that in Christ
there is another, totally diifferent, realm of relation-
ships, but we do not understand them, nor appreci-
ate them, until we discover the negatives firsttof zll.
That is why the Church always looks a mess, and
why there is always pain and difficulty in relktion-
ships. Godl is showing us what the house of man is
like so that we might understand what He has given
us in Christ. I do not think that any of us are
spiritual enough to believe in our relationships in
Christ until we have experienced the negative, and
it is not a matter of just changing from smooth
flesh to rough fllesh, for it is all flesh. But fhe Chureln
is Chniist, amddtHastiss wiieete o reddsicoilifesate,
with God and with each other.

Jacob lay down on thatfiirsttnight, tired of trying
to do God’s will with clever ways, intrigue, and
deceit, with forcing himself, trying to get round
people and keeping them in ignorance. It was all
hopeless, so he saidi: ‘T will go to sleep. I cannot go
on!’, and that is the death of a man who has seen
that he cannot do the will of God. It is in that
moment of despair, despondency and darkness that
we get a vision of Christ. The ladder is Christ—
the Lord Jesus said so in the first chapter of John’s
Gospel. Christ is a ladder set up from earth to
heaven. Youw see, Jacob had been tryimg to take
stelps horizontally to get God’s work done and Hiis
will accomplished, but there is rezlly only one step
to take and that is the verticall one, which is the
Lord Jesus That step has the will of God
accomplished in it. It has an opened heaven.
It has the voice of God, and not the volece of
Isaac, Rebekaln or Esau, nor of all the members
of the chuwclh shouting at one another, In Chrlst
there is the voice of God and He says: ‘1 will
give you . . .” In the vertical ladder God gives,
and when He gives we only have to take. That is
the house of God. If for us the house of God is a
place where we are doing all the engineering and
are trying to accomplish God’s work for Him,
then we have not really discovered that the Church
is Christ; but once we have discovered that we
hear God continuously saying to us: ‘1 will give
<« . 1 will give . . ." Itis the giving Godl who is
found in His house.
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H. DEATH TO LABAN'S HOUSE

Buit Jacob still has a lot to learn—and 1 think that
is true of most of us! God sends Jacob down to
Laban. Well, if Jacob was a twister, Laban was a
double-twister! Iff we have to learnm something like
this from Godl, He will get us all involved with
someone who is twice as bad as we are, of, at least
that is how it will seem to us. But God is trying to
say something to us, and it is that word which we
are so deaf to hear, because we always think that
God s g); ‘Laban Is & double-twister !’
Semmehow, though, that does net seem to live in
us, it dees net do anything in us, and it dees
et create anything i us beeause we are het
really hearing what Ged is saying. He never
tells Laban 6ff. All He has t6 say is o Jaeeb,
and wheﬂ Jae@‘e / hears tﬁe

A he
Rish and Heme ot 1t
ég%% hif ﬁi&ﬂyp? i and g9 hofe,

You remember that he wanted to marry that
little ewe-lamb, Rachel—because that is what
‘Rachel’ means—and you can imagine what a nice
girl she was. But Rachel had a sister, Leah, which
fneans ‘bleary-eyed’, or cross-eyed’ $O you can
ifhagine what she was like! For seven years Jacob
served Laban for Rachel; then the marriege night
eame—and in the fﬁ@fﬁﬂﬂg he feund that it was
Leah and net his litile ewe-lamb ﬂfi@f aﬂ It st
have been a terrible psyehelegical sheek, but; you
seg, Laban was a d@uble-wig Y@tl AOW  HEW
what it feels like, Jacob, to_be twisted, and yeu
theu t o\ eould do the will 6f 668 by twisting

euf ; It muﬁ have been a terbile thing
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Then there was the trouble over Jacob’s wages.
They were changed ten times! Amdl when he agreed
with his uncle to take all the spotted and blemished
animals, Laban said: ‘Oh, yes, I will sign the paper.
Where is it?° and to one off his soms: “Go
quickly and take the spotted and blemished animals
three days’ journey away.” So when Jacob went to

get his animalls, all the spotted ones had gone. But
God gave him a direzant °T am stilll gmimg) to give yow
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a lot of spotted amimzls’, but do you think that
Jacob could trust God? Oln, no, he had to help
Him on a bit, so he tried an old wives’ trick of
taking some sticks and peeling off the bark, putting
them in the troughs of the animals so that they all
got diazzled as they went down to drink, and that
was supposed to produce spotted anmimazls. Well,
it did, because Godl meﬂmymmmlhﬂhm,lhmttmte
did not need Jacob’s help nor amy old wives® trick.
Jacob was trying to help Godl again, but all he did
was to make the sons of Laban angry with him.
He became a very rich and decided that it was
time to go back to Camnzam, so off they wemnt, buit e
did not say ‘good-bye” to his uncle. So Laban was
angry and hurried after him, but when, on catching
him up, he could not find the images that had beem
stolen by Rachel, his anger cooled down a bit and
he and Jacob buried their differences. They put a
lot of stones on the ground and Jacob set up his
second pillar, both of them saying: ‘Ged will watch
over us, whether we do each other harm or not, and
whether or not we cross this sign to damage one
another. God will look after our interests.’

That is the second thing about the house of God.
While we are looking after our own interests all
the time, whether we have Leah or Rachel,
whether we have the right wages or not, whether
we have outdone Laban, or wiether he has outdone
us, we are not understanding the relationship that
exists in the house of Gedl. ‘1 will watch over you. I
will look after your interests, for I know what your
best interests are. I will look after your reputitiom,
and your justification. Stop trying to outdo one
another!” The house of God is the place where
Father looks after His children’s imtienestts.

When 1 go home, my little boy of four and my
little girl of two are quite likely to have a squabble,
and they fight with one another, but they never
solve any problem byfiightiny).J resolve the prob-
lem. I pull them apart and make sure that the board
of education is applied to the seat of learning! Tims
I look after their interests. They get a fair deal, aud
what is rezllly good for them. That is true of the
house of Godl. Do you not think that the Father
knows what is best for us ? Do you think that He is
not interested in our interests, although natural
fathers are interested in their children’s interests?
Surely the house of Geodl is such a place as that!

So a pillar was raisedl up on the death of the
differences between Laban and Jacuoin: ‘Godl will
watch over us.” Christ has His eye on it all and will
ensure our interests in being conformed to His
image,

39



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 49 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

11I. DEATH TO REBEKAH’S HOUSE

But there are still many things to learn, and
Jacob has to move on. He has to meet Esau soon,
and he is afraid. He prays: ‘Lord, You told me to
meet Esau, for it was You who sent me back to the
land of Canaan. Now please look after me!’, and
then he goes out and divides his company up into
little bands. The first psychological trick is to send
a few animals along, the second is to send a few
sheep, and the third is to send a few donkeys, and
on it goes. As the first servant meets Esau he says:
‘To my lord Esau, from Jacob.’ So does the second,
and the third, and Esau wonders how many more
are coming! His anger pgets less and less! Ah,
Jacob, you cannot trust God, can you? You just
have to trust in yourself! That is nor the house of
God. The house of God is Jesus, and there is
nothing else to trust in but Him. There is no point
in trusting yourself, for it is not there. It has been
crucified, put underneath and buried, so you had
better trust in the resurrected Christ, the ascended
Lord.

This time God and Jacob came face to face.and
Jacob’s thigh was touched so that he limped away.
Jacob really learnt something then: ‘I cannot trust
myself.” When, a few months later, Dinah, his
daughter, was defiled by the son of the leader of
Shechem, and her brothers took their swords and
went through the city of Shechem, destroying
everything by a very foul trick, Jacob said to them:
“You have made my name stink. This was not the
way to do it!" I think Jacob had learnt a lesson!
You cannot get Dinah’s virginity back with a sword,
and you cannot make the Church pure by cutting
people with the Bible. You can get your revenge,
but it does not purify, and if you try to destroy one
another with the sword—T am right and he is
wrong’'—that attitude has to be put right out. “This
person has a wrong doctrine’—and so we divide
one another with the Word of God. That cannot
do God’s work, for something has been lost which
can only be recovered by death and resurrection.
That is the Church. It is not a confidence in what J
can do, nor what I can do with the Word, nor what
I can do by calming Esau’s anger down. It is done
by setting up a pillar again and recognizing what
the Church of God really is.

Do you remember that I said that this time it was
Deborah, Rebekah'’s nurse, who was buried ? That
nurse came with Rebekah all the way from the
distant land to the house of Abraham. She had
nurtured Rebekah and her children, and Jacob
learnt a lot from Rebekah! He was very much like
his mother, and Deborah had helped that to con-
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tinue. This dear old soul was still -alive, even after
Rebekah had gone! Well, Jacob is an old man now,
but his nurse is still around. You are going to be in
trouble, Jacob, until Deborah is in the grave! She
was the nourishment of what he was by his mother,
the conditioning of what he had through Rebekah.
It has taken a number of years, Jacob! You have
tried to do God’s work for Him, but now you have
learnt that what has been cherished by Rebekah’s
nurse can only go to the grave, What you are by
your mother’s flesh, by your nurse’s conditioning,
has to go, and it is only there that you can set up the
pillar once again.

You see, the Church of Jesus Christ is the place
where God says: ‘I will keep you, not that nurse. I
will bring you through. You were here many years
ago, but now I have brought you back.” Do you
know that the Church of Jesus Christ is the place
that will keep you? Jesus is the ‘keeper of Israel’,
and He will not let us go, but what He salvages is
always without the flesh.

IV. DEATH TO JACOB'S HOUSE

Lastly, you remember that Jacob has to place his
beloved wife, Rachel, in the grave. They are on
their way down to Bethlehem, but they do not
quite get there, for Rachel is with child, the ]Jabour
pains begin, and Rachel cries out in her pain: ‘Oh,
this is the son of my sorrow!’ But, although she
dies, Benjamin, the ‘son of my right hand’, lives.
On the one hand, he was the ‘son of sorrow’ to his
mother, On the other hand, he was the ‘son of my
right hand’ to Jacob. On the one hand, the Lord
Jesus is the “Man of sorrows’ who lays the founda-
tion of the Church in His death, and that means
our death, for we were crucified and buried there
with Him. On the other hand, He rises up as the
‘Son of My right hand’, and there is the pillar again.
There is Christ on the Throne, the One who must
have the first place in the Church. The Lord Jesus
says that when we are prepared to take His glory,
it will mean the death of our glory, for that was
what Rachel was to Jacob. The wife is the glory of
the man, and as his glory is placed in the grave, so,
by the power of the Man of sorrows, we see, at the
right hand of God, the glory of the Son of Man who
says to His Father: “Father, the glory which thou
gavest me I give to them.” The Church of Jesus
Christ is the place of the glory of the Lord Jesus,
and not the place of our glory.

In our companies both these sorts of relation-
ships exist. Thank God for the negatives, for they
are driving us to that relationship with Him where
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we find the true family of Godi, the true Tee-
tion of His house, and the sons will delight the
Father’s heart throughout eternity. We are learn-
ing from each other just what a great salvation it is
that Christ has procursd], and what satisfaction it
will give God when we brimg our earth-learnt
truths into heaven's eternal glory. It is never us, but
Christ raised up in us, that makes us God’s family
where He can be at home.

Let us go back to our churches and be willing to

MARCH—APRIL, 1971
accept that a lot of the chaos of Jacob’s house wwill
be found there, but seek to live by faith in Christ
and be able to demonstrate that God is building a
different sort of house. Do not be disappointed
with your fellow-believers! God took a long time
over Jacob. Probably your fellow-belizvers think
that He is taking a long time over you, too, but we
are all in together, and He is in it with us. E
R. T.F.

THE BATTLE FOR LIFE
CuarTER VI
THE DIVINE PURPOSE IN THE CONTINUATION OF THE:- CONFLICT

Readingy:Jidgdess ii. 14285; Cobdsskiass ili. 155;

Ephesians vi. 12; Exodus xxiii. 29, 30.

WIE come to a closing word on this matter, the
nature of which is indicated by what is contained
in the passages we have read.

The first thing we have to grasp fully is the fact
which is brought before us in the Colossiam pas-
sage: Mmﬂmmwmmmm.wﬂbiks
a finished thing. So far as He is concerned, the
victory is secured in absoluteness, in fullness and jim
fimell tty Hdalitld atipoaifioai HikmesH
and powers, and made a show of them, exhibiting
them, triumphing over them In His Cross. That

us to the ground represented by Israel when
ord said: “1 will diive them out . . .” That
meaﬂ§ that the Lord is in the place of
possession already. Se far as He is eoneern the
VIGtBFy is sesure. Now from that peiat thers is this
other ‘side ef the pregressive realization of that
vistery by the Lerd’s peeple: We have the vietery
in absely in Him, But Wwe are to enter inio it
sgﬁ@ﬁvs euf§eivs§ aﬂ it is the fe gFessive
§ conflist, @ﬂ the ng@ﬁt {éll?c
i8 i¥; Eﬁﬂf s te Eeﬂéefﬂ us fe H Wﬂiie at ¥

THE PROGRESSIVE NATURE OF THE CONFLICT
1. The Fact

The progressive character is clearly seen; that is,
we see it to be a fact. That is perfectly clear from

Ppirioipphtities

the Oldi Testament type as well as from the New
Testament statement. The words in Exodus xxiii
are true to what we findl later in the latter: *I will
not drive them out from before thee in one year
. ... by little and little I will drive them outt. . .”
(verses 29, 30). We may cite Ephesiams vi as a
chapter in the New Testament that indicates this
progressive nature of the comffict1 ", ... ourvuesting
is not against flesh and blood, but against the
principalities, against the powers . . .” (verse 12).

In spite of the fact that the Lord Jesus has Hiinsff
stripped them off, overcome them, displayed them
as defeated, we are still in conflict with them. We
are not re;mmted as having sat down with the
battle over; we are still in it. Of course, that hardly
needs to be said to those who have spiritual experi-
ence; but here is the fact of the progressiveness of
this battle for spirituall life, | ascendency,
over the forces of spirituusil . We need not
dwell more upon the fact.

H. The Divine Ressom

Seeing that the Lord Himsellf has gained an
absolute victory, and that, so far as He iis comeainieet],
there is nothing more to be done—all the enemies
have been met and vanquished in His Cross—why
could He not just give that victory over to us in its

and we go happily on through life
without any spiritual conflict at all ?
rather a foolish question! But we have to bring
that question to the Lord and ask Himn to explain
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why it must be that in His will, in His ordaining,
conflict should go on and victory be progressive,
instead of absolute all at once. Whyy must the figttt
go on to the end? Why must it continue ? Thiis pas-
sage in Exodus explains the matter for us: *“T willl
not drive them out in one year; lest the land be-
come desolate, and the beast of the field multiply
against thee. By liittle and ittle 1 will dhie threamautt

far as the Lord’s people are concerned, the dewd
dioes not believe in having a vacuumm, so he fills it.
The primciiplle of this is seen in the story told by the
Lord Himsellf about the man in whom there was a
demon: the demon was cast out, the house was left
without an occupant, and the demon went wander-
ing in waterless places seeking rest. Finding none,
the demon at length returmed to the man out of

from before thee, il rioaubbérirrenseded. .. TheT havituamHbee Haaibiaeen ozsst. Hitefiund] thee Hunsse ssvegpt

Divine reason, then, is that there must be dievelop-
ment in order to possess the ground which the
enemy still usurps. Our full possession of the victory
tarries because of inability to occupy; because of
lack of capacity; because of spirituall limitation,
spiritual i i

Now let us pass from the Oldl Testament liter-
alism into the New Testament spirituzlty, and,
if we cam, think in terms of spiritual terriittory;, see
territory occupied by spirituel fiomrezs. No materizl
forces can dispossess them, nor occupy that terri-
tory. Spiritual forces alone can occupy piritual
territory. If such are found in possession, and the
only thing that can supplant them is what is spiri-
tual, then there has to be that which is at least equail
to such forces in order to occupy the place which
they as yet occupy. Therefore it becomes a matter
of el measure, spiritusll capacity. What the
Lord says here in principle is that He will make
spiritual ascendency contingent upon spiritual
growth, So often in the battle we go to the Lord
and pray, and plead, and a; oF victory, for
ascendency, for mastery over the forees of evil amdl
desth, and our thought is that 1n some way the
Lord 1s going to come 1n with a mighty exercise of

power and put us into a place of spirituell avean-
dency as In an act. We must have that mentality
corrected, What the Lord dloes is to enlarge us to
possess. He puts us through some exereise, some
experience, and takes us by some way which means
our spiriitiukell expansion, an increase of spikituality
and spiritual cg&cxty’ , and s we incresse spiritually
S0 We occupy the larger ly. The
statement in Exodus makes that so clear.

reis interesting. Here are people who are
called to victory, to conquest which is progressive
and ever developing, and the Lord is doing the
diispossessing, and is going before: *‘Behaold, I send
an angel before thee . . .*™ Now supposing the Lord
goes in advance of His people, drives out all the
enemies and leaves the termitory unoccupied, but
His people are so small that they can only dwell im
a part of it. What is going to happem? Neither Godl
nor the devil believes in a vacuum. Leave younssff
in a state of passivity and lack of definite occupa-
tion, and you will soon find yourself in trouble. So
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and ganmished, but unguarded, so he promptly
took possession. But this time the evil spirit en-
tered with seven others. It is quite clear from the
Lord’s illustradiom that the enemy dioes not believe
in a veonum.

The Lord likewise dioes not believe in a vacuumm.
He believes in things beingfilled]. He believes in full
possession, full occupation. That demands, in a
spiritual matter, that there shall be spirituel en-
largement before He give greater space. 1 am
afraid that Christismdtontn has twisted things round
the other way and has made large space, hoping to
grow to it. So great buildings are put up, and then
an immense amount of work and labour is set in
motion to try to fill them. The Lord dioes not do
things in that way. First of all He enlarges, and
then He gives accordingly. Let us not, however,
bring the matter down on to so low a level, but
keep it in the realm of spititual conflict and warfare.
The law which the Lord sets forth here in this pas-
sage Is that spiritual ascendency over the forces of
darkness and death corresponds to spiritual ?r
and spiriiual growth Is essentlal to s%iﬁlmwl -
dency, to enlarged terrifory. The challenge with
which the Lord meets us is this: ‘Can you fill it?
Can you ocecupy 1t? Camn ymu i itt? Axeepmu
able, if 1 glive it to you?” The disaster would be alll
the Ffé@t&f if the Lord gave large territory and we
could net eccupy it and fill it. Hew impertant is
spiritual growth, spiritwell matukity, spirituel in-
crease!

The whole question of progressive victory rests
upon progressive spiritual development. 1t dioes not
rest upon our having the gift of ascendency from
the Lord. Ascendency is, in effect, developed in us
by spiritual growth and enlargement; it is a matter
of capacity. Hence those who know most of victory
are not always those who talk most about it, but
are those who have been through experiences and
processes by which they have been migjiilly estendied
in Christ spiritually. Turning that round the other
way, it should be a comfort to know that every-
gh}ing the x]n;fgsd m usi] which is in thfe ﬁwre

a pai s ing: that cutting o per
channels, deeper furrows, that leading into depths;
that breaking up andl breaking open; all it wiich
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is in the direction of making for a deeper, wider,
higher energy of the Lord through suffering is in-
tended to bring into a place of spiritual power, spiri-
tual ascendency. Thus the power of the enemy be-
comes weaker, because the power of the saints is
becoming greater through their growth in grace
andl in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. The power of the saints becomes
greater only on that ground. We have to be built
up unto power, unto ascendency, unto conquest.
It is quite evident that if there is not an adequate
spiritual background to the life of those who make
assaults upon the enemy, they will be knocked to
pieces, for they will not be able to stand up to him.
It requires thait thereshonllbbzesyinritadic

OmIpRCETIvES,
spiritual wealth, spiritual background and spiritual

fullness in order to stand up to the enemy andi force
himn to quit the position. It is important that we
should recognize that.

We must be enlarged to occupy. The Lord will
not give otherwise. He is governed by infinite wis-
dom in the way in which He deals with us: “1 will
not drive them out from before thee im one year ... .
by little and little 1 will divifve them owt firom tefore
thee, until thou be increased . . ..”” The measure of
spiritual ascendency is the measure of spiritual
increase.

HI. A Deterrent if Regarded in a Wiamg Wy

We hurry on to note another thing. That pro-
gressive character can become a deterrent if it is
regarded in a wrong way. It seems clear that many
of Israel were deterred and discouraged from going
on In the fight and 1 utterly driving out the enemy
because 1t was a progressive, or a slow business.
Somehew or other this humean nature of ours likes

get things dene with ene beund, to have it all
@leafed u? With one stroke, and the long-arawm-out
PFroeess 6 §piﬂtual owth is often a very dliscourag-
ing thing t6 the flesh. Se they did net ttterly dﬂve

these natiens, sifpply because it regHiF

sistenes. I e uifed; as We §ay,; a g@ggiﬂég away at
it, a8 st Bvetien. 1 deman hHRYeuS
Bf9§€€klﬁ ever semething Hi@f@ yet 18 Be qene:

Itis like that with us. We are so often discouraged
and deterred from going on because we seem to
make so little progress; because there always seermns
to be more before us tham behind; because we seem,
after all, to have gained so little; because we see
so much still to be gained. Mark you, that is a pait
of the Divine, sovereign orderiing. So long as we
are here the Lord will not give us any occasion
whatever for saying: ‘Now we can settle down!’
Oh, but how we are expecting that almost any day!
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Our thought is that it will not be long before we
come to a place where we have got the Tnaund,
where we are in ascendency, and thefiighttwill then
be over, at any rate in the main, and we can come
to rest. I want to tell you in all faithfulness that
right up to the last stroke in this battle you will feel
practically nothing has been done 1h compatrison
with what there is 10 be dione. You will have & sanse
that the forces before are still well-nigh @vefwﬁﬂm
ing. No matter how far you progress spiitu
you will often come to the place where yeu feel th i
you are being almest overwhelmed ahd thai
teal baek of this thing has net been broken. e
pathway te the glery is the pathway of i !ﬂ‘éfé%lﬁ
confliet, and the mest bitter part of that egﬁ%
will take plaee just before eﬂteﬂﬁ the
Lord will Rever give Us Feasen fer §8¥£11H d Wh:
That is another phase of Israel’s failure. Om tine
one hamd, while mamy were discouraged because
of the progressive and long-drawn-out character
of the conflict, it is quite clear that many others
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That comes to us as a very serious challenge in
relation to the Lord’s testimony. We look out on
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the world today, on what we call the Christian
world, and we see its state, which is indeed very like
that in the days of the Judges. We see divisions and
failures in what is called the Church, and the ques-
tion arises: Is it possible to have a whole testimony,
a full testimony 7 Is it possible to have a complete
expression of the Lord’s mind ? The answer that is
so often returned may be stated thus: “Well, that is
the ideal, but you are setting yourself an impossible
task if you attempt it. You had better accept the
situation, regard it as all in ruins, and make the
best of it!’ Are you content with that? I am not,
and I have decided that even if I die in the attempt
I will give myself to the obtaining of a fuller expres-
sion of the Lord’s mind. In so far as my own life is
concerned, it is going to be poured out to the last
to get His people to the fullness of His will, and I
am not going to accept this situation which is so
far short of it. It is an unholy thing to enter into
contentment of that kind. It is that failure to go'on,in
spite of the seemingly impossible, which has pro-
duced the terrible paralysis and spiritual ineffective-
ne(sls of the Lord’s people that is almost world-wide
today.

THE NECESSITY FOR FELLOWSHIP

We come to the final word which we feel to be
the note which must stand above every other note.
We see the reality of the battle, we see the many
laws which govern the battle, but what is it that we
need if we are to win? You might answer in differ-
ent ways, but what I see as being a dominant need,
if not the predominant one, is that which is at least
suggested in the first part of the first chapter of the
book of Judges. There the question is asked: “Who
shall go up for us first against the Canaanites, to
fight against them ? And the Lord said, Judah shall
goup...And Judah said unto Simeon his brother,
Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight
against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with
thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him. And
Judahwentup;andtheLord delivered the Canaanites
and the Perizzites into their hand: and they smote
of them in Bezek ten thousand men.” Here you
have real business, real effectiveness. What was
behind it ? It was fellowship and co-operation. Here
you have the spirit of brotherhood manifesting
itself in mutual helpfulness and support in the
battle. The enemy has held the position and with-
stood the people of God because of the lack of that.
One of the strategies by which he has gained his end
has been to keep the Lord's people from a down-
right spiritual co-operation in the battle; to get
them scattered, divided, disintegrated, and om

individual lines instead of coming right in as a
corporate and collective instrument for God and
dealing with the issues in a mighty way together.
‘We cannot lay too much stress upon that.

This is the burden of my heart: The Lord’s great
need is of a prayer instrument that comes together
with one object, and that is the driving of the enemy
off the ground. Not just offering petitions, nor just
pouring out words which are intended to be prayers,
for however good they might be, however right
they might be, such prayers fall short of this mighty
laying hold of the Lord’s own victory and bringing
it into operation where the enemy is. The victory
is in the Lord’s hands. He did strip off principalities
and powers. He has said: “I will drive out.” What
has to follow? There has to be a coming together,
and, in faith, a laying hold, as it were, of that vic-
tory; an appropriating of it, and a bringing of it to
bear upon the spiritual situation. Until we get
something like that we are not going to see the
spiritval counterpart of this mighty sweep of
triumph in Judah and Simeon. Here is real pro-
gress, Here we see the enemy having to quit.

Oh, for the coming together of God’s people for
real business in prayer; coming in business-like
spirit, with a business-like mind, with full purpose
of heart and as one man in a spirit of fellowship,
because of the testimony of the Lord which is at
stake, which is involved, and which is bound up
with it. The Lord’s need today is this coming to-
gether and squaring right down upon Satanically-
ridden situations to clear the ground of the enemy.
I feel that to be the Lord’s pre-eminent need. We
do not take the thing enough to heart. We have not
got the Lord’s testimony sufficiently at heart. If we
really were concerned for the Lord’s testimony in
this earth, we should only need to hear of the
impact against the Lord’s people and the prevailing
of death in any one situation for us to get down on
that situation with such purpose that we would not
give the enemy any rest until he withdrew from it.
But we can hear of such situations, hear of need,
hear of our brethren in the fight pressed out of
measure, and can be content with a mere momen-
tary petition: ‘Oh, Lord, help them! Oh, Lord,
bless them! Oh, Lord, come to their rescue!’ when
the Lord is saying quite definitely, if only we had
ears to hear:; “Wherefore criest thou unto me?. ..
lift up thy rod . . .” (Exodus xiv. 15, 16). We have
the rod of the Lord’s victory in our hands—or we
ought to have. We have the rod of the mighty name
of Jesus, and we come with cries to the Lord, when
the Lord is saying, in effect: ‘Bring to bear upon
that situation this victory which is in Me for you!,
The need is for the coming together in fellowship,
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in co-operation, to brimg to bear upon the situation
;he great victory which is in the Lord’s possession
or us.

Oh, may the Lord stir you in this matter unto
this mighty prayer in the name of Jesus, and get an
instrument, a vessel, in which and through which
there will be this registratiion of the power of His
throne upon those situations which are under the
domination of the enemy! That is the Lord’s great
need. There are many of the Lord’s people and
many places in this worldl where the Lord’s testi-
mony is defeated, arrestisd], locked up, smothered
and unable to bresk ‘through; everything is at a
standitill; the enemy is holding the ground, and it
isas much as the Lord's people can do to hold their
own, to stay there. There needs to be some power
coming through to clear the ground of the enemy,
and that power will come through only when the
Lord’s people take up the matter in such a mighty
fellowship of prayer that through that prayer the
throne will operate.

There are many who know they are not getting
through in their prayer life on their own, and that
they cannot deal with the situation themselves.
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Many are deeply and terriblly conscious that what
they need is a mighty reinforcing by prayer co-
operation in order to get through, but the trouble is
as to where such reinforcement is to come from?
Those who are sufficiently concerned are not to be
found. There are not those who know how to pray
like this in the power of the name. Forgive me for
being so emphatic, but the prevailimg conditions
demand strong words. The need is to recover a
prayer instrument by winichn thee pomwmer thieettissiim tiee
hand of the Lord Jesus shall be released upon situz-
tions which are lockedl up in tine power off tine ememmy.
The Lord rouse us, stir us deeply in this matter, zmdi
make us at least a part of such a prayer imstrummentt.
Let us purpose to come together for prayer! Last
us not wait until we are calledl! Iff it is posslble to
get together, and iff there ane tinnse Znoumd vs wiem
we can call together for prayer, let us do it. Do not
wait for the appointed meeting of prayer. Iff you
can get prayer fellowship with anybody, get down
on the Lord’s interests with them, and lay yourselves
out in this matter for the deliverance of situations
from the domination of the power of the enemy.

(Comudlidddyl)

‘“AS AN EAGLE...”

NHILFRE often provides a mirror of man’s soul
and his relationship to God.

Moses, for examiple, chose an eagle for the illus-
tration given in Deuteronomy xxxii. 11, 12, to
clarify God’s dealings with men. “As an eagle
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead hiim),
and there was no strange god with it '

Those to whom Moses was writing would have
little difficulty in picturing an eagle and her care of
her brood, and the parallel of God’s concern for
His people. Likewise we also should have little
difficulty in understandiing the analogy. It certainiky
is not beyond our imagination.

Yet with all the obvious comparisons which come
quickly to our minds, it would be well for us to

andl examine sone examples,

Notice the first action of the eagle. **Am eagle
stirreth up her nest.” When her young have nnatuuesdl
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to the point where they are able to learm to fly, the
eagle stirs the mest, making)iit justtaasunmaom ittt
as possible and shaking the eaglets loose to accept
the challenges of flight more readiily.

As the eagle must stir up the nest to dislodge the
young who will not of their own accordflingytihenn-
selves out into space, so the Lord must stir up our
nest to free us from the easily table oomforts
and securities which we enjoy so that we may
and accept the challenges @f 8 closer fellewship
with Hiim.

However, the eagle does not simply shake the
eaglets loose and then leave them to their own
resources-and experiments to learn the art of fiiymgg.
Rather she flies over the nest, giving her brood
practical examples to follow. ‘Am eagjte. . . flutteectith
over her young.”

Is there any better parallel to the Lord’s traimimg)
of us? He never stirs us loose merely to cause griieff
or ruin, nor does He leave us without example.
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If the Lord has stirred| your nest, dislodged you
from your comfortable rut, keep your eyes wide
open for His training example.

In the third comparison there is a glorious confi-
dence. “*An eagle . . . spreadeth abroad her wings.”
This speaks of the eagle’s self-sacrificing protection
for her brood. Many writers have indicated that if
danger seents imminent the mother bird will place
herself in a position to receive the enemy’s on-
slaught before her young are atitackexd.

There are few pictures which reveal more of the
Lord’s care and protection for us. Certainly we are
aware of this care in the physicall rezim.
can point to at least one particular event in his life
when the Lord demonstrated His protection un-
mistakably.

But beyond this, in the spiritual realm, the Lord
has placed Himself again amd| again between ws ardl
our soul’s enemy to keep him from destroying our
spiritual life. When he attacked at our weakest
point, when failure seemed inevitable, the Lord
Himself hedged us in under His protection.

The final parallel re-emphasises and expands the
third. **An eagle . . . taketh them, beareth them on
her wings.”” It has long been noted that when a
young eagle is learmimg) to fly and for some reason,
be it lack of strength or lack of confidence, it sud-
denly flounders in air, the paremnt will diive under the
young one and spread her wings, offering support
to the infant bird.

What a peace-giving promise this is! As we can
expect the Lord’s stirmimgs, as we can look to Him
for a guiding example, so we can trust for His

and sufficient support in time of weakness
and failure.
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We may not always understzmd all the Lord is
doing. He will provide an example, a call, which we
cannot follow in ourselves. Yet He will not desert
us. Rather He has promised to be our ever-present
help. Why then do we hesitate to follow Him?

As with all the Lord’s dealings with Israel, so
with us; He has a specific purpose which diictates
His actions. Moses concisely stated this purpose:
**The Lord alone did lead him, and there was no
strange god with kiim’**

The Lord dealt with Israel in this eagle-like
manner—stirring them loose from the comfortable
nest in Egypt, leading them through the vast wilder-
ness, protecting against their numerous enenmies,
always providing His strength, His support—in
order that Israel might follow the Lord alone. None
of the attachments of Egyptt, none of their own
strengths, none of their own abilities, was to be
their god; the Lord alone was to be God.

His purpose has not changed. When we would
become too attached to the nest of this world He
stirs us. When we would wonder how or where to
follow He provides an example. When we would be
overcome by the enemy He protects us. When our
own strength is insufficieat He supplies His—all for
one puirpose: that Christ alone would be our Gadl.

Can you see yourself in the picture of the indo-
lent, ignorant, defenceless, frail eaglet? Can you see
the Lord’s stirrimgs, lessons, protection and pnwwii-
sion in your experience? Are you accepting each of
them as His best for you ?

Is Christ alone your God ?

Selected from
THE AUXANCE WITNESS
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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S BIOGRAPHY OF CHRIST (IV)
CHRIST GREATER THAN ALL

Reedingy :MAathieewndiiii. 1 +65,13317z;ivv 14111, and women of sin, and as they were convicted of
sin they became afraid of judgment—and that is
WEE are seeing that the Holy Spirit is taking up what every revival ought to be like. First of all
the history of the Lord Jesus and is repeating it in there should be conviction of sin and then fear of
the lives of His people, and we come to the next judgment. John cried: “Who warned you to flee
chapter of the biography that He is writing in the from the wradln to come?” A grest spitit of con-
hearts of believers. demnation and conviction had come upen the
It is unfortunate that these chapters in Matthew people and they were fleeing to John to khew the
are divided as they are, for the section that we have way of escape from the coming wrath of Ged. Of
just read ought to be one chapter. We should never  course, that was just the ministry of the Old
divide the baptism, the anointing and the tempta- Testament Prophets.
tion, for they are all parts of one thing, and each Then rightt in the midst of that revival, or that
depends upon the other. We shall see that as we Holy Spinittcomviictiimg) of sin and judgment, Jesus
go on, but let us come back to the beginning, to appeared on the scene. It is wonderful that, while
John the Baptist’s preaching in the wilderness of all this was going on, He suddenly came into the
Judaea. midst and right into that particular situation. The
This was evidently one of those occasions in whole muiltitude were under a great burden of sin
history when there was a new movement of the andl fear of coming judgment, and the Lamb of
Spirit of God from heaven: what we would call in God appeared in that—"Behold, the Lamb of
our time a revival. The Spirit of God was coming God that taketh away the sin of the world!” (Isinn
down upon that country and was convicting men i. 29).
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THE TWO® PROPHETS

Now John was the last of the Oldl Testament
Prophets and the beginning of the New Testament
Prophets, and if you see Jesus standing there at the
side of John the Baptist, yow sse tie Qlid Testament
and the New Testament. All that is in the Old
Testament is gathered up in John the Baptist. Jizmaus
said that he was the greatest of the Prophets, and
that was because he gathered up all the Prophets
into himself. As 1 have said, the ministry of the
Old Testament Prophets was to brimg conviction
of sin and fear of judgment, but standing by the
side of Johm the Baptist is another Prophet, One
who is greater than John, and He has come to
answer the great cry of the Oldl Testament for
deliverance from sin and judgmemnt. He has come to
bear away the sin of the world.

So John is the sum of the Oldl Testament
Prophets, and Jesus takes up the work where all
the Oldl Testament Prophets laid it down. They
were not able to go beyond conviction of sin, for
they were quite unable to take sin away. Jesus
takes up their work at that point, and the imperfect
work of the Oldl Testament is made perfect in the
New.

So you have two things side by side. First you
have the two Prophets, the Old Testament Prophet
and the New Testament Prophet.

THE TW(O BAPTISMS

Then you have the two baptisms. There are two
baptisms in the Bible, and you will find these
mentioned in the nineteenth chapter of the Book
of the Acts, when Paul came to Ephesus and
discerned that there was something missing in the
Christians there., He asked them: “Didl ye receive
the Hely Spirit when ye believed?” (verse 2), and

repliedl: *“Nay, we did net so much as hear
whether there is a Hely Spirit.” So Paul sald:
“Inte what thep were ye ? And they said
Inte Jehn's baptism.” Then, after Pau !ﬂaé
explained the signifieance, they were baptized into
the nate of the Lerd Jesus.

Now 1 do not advocate being baptized twice. I
believe that in one country people are baptized
every year, but, as far as 1 can tell, they are not
any the better for that! However, here you have the
two baptisms alongside one another. Johm said:
“I indeed baptize you in water . . . but he that
cometh after me is mightier than 1 . . .. he shall
baptize you in the Holy Spirit.” Water in the Old
Testament speaks of judgment and death. Youw axik
Noah about that! You remember that the Apostle
Peter refers to the flood as the baptism of that time

(I Peter iii. 21), and that was a baptism indeed! [f

you asked those .people: ‘Whait did your baptism

mean to you?, and they were able to answer you,

they would say: ‘Well, it was judgment and death.

That is what the water meant to us.” Go on a little

further in the Oldl Testament and ask Pharaoh

about water. Youw know that the Apostle Paul tells

the Corinthians that the Israelites were “‘all baptized

into Moses in the sea™ ((werse 2), so tine Red Sea wass
a baptistry. Iff yow sstetauadheardihissaamyywhiaat
their baptism meant, they would answer: ‘It was

judgment and death.’

This was the baptism of water in the Olldl Tiessta-
ment, and Jnlinrs beyptimm weaes the epiism of judg-
ment and death. Buit he saiidi: ‘He who comes after
me will baptize in the Spirit’, and that is life and
salvation, that is baptism into the Saviour and not
into death and judigmemnt, amnd! that is aptism into
eternal life.

THE TWO® LAMBS

Then you have the two lambs. They are here in
these Scriiptiuness, although they are not mentioned
by name. Johm represents the Oldl Testament
system, and therefore he gathers into himself all
the types of the Oldl Testament, those lambs that
were slain over many, many centuries. Day after
day, and year after year the lambs were sacrificed,
but we are told by the writer of the Letter to the
Hebrews that they could never take away sin for,
after all, they were enly types, and net the reslify.
Theusands, or millions, of lambs never teek away
§in, but John peints t6 the ether Lamb. There is
@ﬁ_f_ ene Lamb, but this One does what all the
rrilliens eeuld never de: ‘“The Lamb of Ged that
taketh @\gwﬂy the sin ef the werlel™™ Here you have
the realiy! In the Old Testamept the lambs were
REVEF Sfeclive; bhil Hh1is Lawb is the e whe Restie
pewer 18 deal wWith sin. What these ether 1amee
&8uld pever s He gloes in one SHering foF ever:

Do you hear wirett Jesns seyss? s it Husoomnmestin
us to fulfil all righteousness.”” Youw remember that
we have already said that that word “righteousness’
means ‘right standing with God’, so Jesus is saying:
“Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righdt standing
with God.” Here, however, our language is difficuit,
and the real meaning is: ‘To make full and comgyikske
rigiitt sstaraitirgy wiith Gaadcr. THroagthadl tHee aggesaill
the world wanted to be in right standing with God,
and now here at the Jordan is the Ome who is
making right standing with God complete.

I wonder if that is what your baptism has neant
to you? Those waters of baptism ought to have
carried away all condemnation and all judgment.
Charles Wesley wrote one poem that has never
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become a hymn to be sung, and I do not know
whether it would be possible to sing it. Certainly
those in denominations would not be able to sing
it honestly, nor would anyone in the Christian
system as it is today. Im that poem Charles Wesley
depicted all the different kinds of Christians: the
Presbyterian with his clerical clothes and collar,
and his special kind of hat, and even the Plymouth
Brother, whom he depicted with a Bible in his
hand. He brought them all to Jordan, and when
they got into the midst of Jordan, the stream was
rushing so fast that it carmied away the clothes of
the Presbyteniem), everything that marksdl the
different denominations, and even the Bible of the
Plymouth Brothen!! All that went down the river,
and all that was left was just men stripped of
everything. Didl your baptism mean that? You
cannot be a sectarizm if you understand your
baptism! Youw cannot be any of these things that
Christiamity makes us in these times. The waters
of the Jordan take from us all these artificial things
and leave us just men and women before God.
That is the meaning of baptism.

I said that I do not advocate being baptized
twice, but perhaps some of you are feeling that you
ought to be baptized again now!

Well, these two baptisms and these two lambs
represent a dividing of everything that is imperfect
and a making of a way for that which is perfect,
and they leave us in right standing with Godl. Alll
these other things do not brimg us into that right
standing with Godl.

THE TW@ HORIZONS

Now we have two other things—two horizons
which meet at Jordan. ‘““Then went out unto him
(Jobn) Jerusalem, and alll Judtzems, amd] 2l theereggom
round about Jordan.” Althougih tilresewerredifféreertt
regions, they were one nation, which means that
representatives of the nation were there, and when
they were baptized they had to leave their matiomsil
%fetmd. TWe Jews, or Israelites, no longer.

Bu say: ‘Where do you find that in this Gospel?’
Well, what did John say about the Lord Jesus?
‘Beheld the Lamb ef Ged that takes away the sl
of Jerusallem? OF the sih of Judaea? O tie sith off
Palestine ” OH, yes, He dioes, but much more than
that. The whulécwoeld ensaestataththd oldednamhdiall
fhere nationalism goes.

When you are baptized into the Holy Spirit you
Jose your earthly nationality—and now you say:
‘What is the proof of that? My answer is that
Hotel Bellevue, Hilterfimgen, Switzerlamd], is the
proof of that! How many nationalities are there
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in this room? Andl how mamy of you different
nationalities will have nothing to do with those of
other nations ? ‘Oh, he is German, or—worse still!
—British, or Chimess, so we do not have anything
to do with them!” No, a greater horizon comes into
view in Christ. It is something that the Spirit of
God does in us, so that we love one another
without any regard fier nedicinellisy..

I think Chwiktiians have to learn something about
this! Although what I have just said may be very
true with us here today, it is not true amongst
Christians everywhere. 1 have been to other
countries and I have overheard people say: I
wonder what that Englidhnaansi<idiipdées 27 THéyey
were Christians and in a Christian conference—but
ghat is an absolute denial of Christ and the Holy

pirit.

Well, all this is very simple, but it is very blessed
to have an experience of the Jordan. You see, I am
talking about the real writing of the life of Christ,
and there is a chapter on ‘Christ greater than alll..

THE BAPTISM

Now Jesus is baptized, and when He sinks
beneath the waters He represents that whole race
of mamkimdl which is discrediited by Godl.. When
He said: ‘This is the way to fulfil all righteousness,
to make real and full right standing with God’, He
clearly implied that we are not in rightt standing
with God without this. The man who is not in
rigiitt standing with God must be put under the
water out of the sight of Godl, for he is the dis-
credited humamity. Surely we agree with that if
we know men?

So these waters cover that which is discredited,
and when Jesus comes up out of the water what is
thefiirsitthing that happens ? T Qe s croreetitieed:
“This is my beloved Som, in whom 1 am well
pleased.” He is accredited by Godl.. He is another
Man. The one has been put out of God’s sight, and
now the other stands under am opened heaven amdi
God is sayimg: ‘T love this Ome¥ He is the first
of a mew race to be accredited by God.

THE ANOINTING

We must recognize that the anointing must be
kept related to the baptism. There cannot be the
anointing until there has been the baptism. These
two follow each other as day follows night, and
in the beginning of the creadion the day and the
night were one. It is strange that it says that *‘there
was evening and there was morning, ofe day”

Genesis 1. 5). 1 think it Just means thet %ou cannet
ave a whole day until you have had the night ef
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

judgment and condemnation and come out of it
into the new day of light. It is like that in spimittzll
experience. We know that there was one day in our
lives, and half of it was night when we came under
conviction of sin and under the fear of judgment.
That was the dark part of another day. I am an
old-fashioned Christian and 1 belleve that this
ought to be true of everyone who is bern again. 1
thifk that the treuble with many Christians Is that
they never had a dark night, the terriblle sense of
§iﬁ aﬁd judgent which is a necessary prelimainary
e day.
Nowl know that some of you are sayimg): ‘T kmow
I am a Christian, but I never had that experience.’
I will ask you this: “Iff you did not have it at the
beginning, have you had it since ? Has there never
come into your spirituall experience something of
this sense of the awfulness of sin and the reality
of judgment?’ 1 think that experience has to have
a place in every Christian life, and 1 ann not sure
that that night/day ever has an end. 1 mean this,
Even after thany years of being the Lerd’s, yeu
6an have a ter experience of what a dreadful
thing sin is iR yeur ewn heart. 1 think the Lerd
has 18 de that frem time te time o make us
€siaie the wender of bejng saved: These dark
ts 8f esndempatien leading {8 glerous wekA:
Justification are feundatiedal {8 piritual

Well, if you do not believe that theology, or

t that doctrine, do not worry too much about

it. I only telling you of my experience, when
sometimes 1 have got into the depths of feeling
what a tertrible person 1 am, and then the Lord
has brought me through and shown me what a
glorious thing salvation is. I think that is the only
W%to@p‘pmﬁwe our salvadion. 1l ain st Yow Sgiee

Now, what dioes the anointing meam? There is
another Man now, who is on the life side of the
Jordan, and there we are all supposed to receive
the Hol Spirit. 1 believe that the reception of the
HolySp%fﬁtmwtﬁmmtum Mﬁsw
come more and more to undersiand and appreclate
salvation, so with the Holy Spirit you come more
and more to understand the meaning of the Holy
Spirit, but that does not mean that you have just
that day received the Holy Spifit 1 knew 1 am on
dangerous groeund, but 1 am not geing to be drawmn
iﬁtﬁ YOur &f; | 1 am going right on. What
dloes the nting mean ?

Notice that the anointing relates to only one
thing, and that is the purpose of God in our
salvation. 1 am going to czlll tiet “‘wocation”.
It was here at the Jordan that Jesus took up His
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life vocation, the very purpose for which He had
come into this worldl, the work that He was to
accomplish. Get that and hold it for a minute!
The second thing was that it established the
relationship between Him and Godl. Notice the
sequence: first, purpose; second, r ; andl
the third thing was equipment for the vocation.
When Jesus was anointed at the Jordan, that was
the beginning of His life vocation, and that voca-
tion was to be established upon a complete fellow-
ship with His Father. The relationship was to be
on the basis of Son and Father, Father and Son.
The Bible has so mudn to say about that relatien-
ship! 1 dare not § o ever that greund, but
the Bible’s idea of a @ﬁ/ ther fslﬂﬁ@ﬁmip is that
the Sen will de ﬁ@tmﬁg witheut the Father. He will
eensult His Father abeut ev ; He wil] seek
e knew the pleasure of His Father in evefytmﬂ

He will de the wﬂi of His amef iR 8V e

will lisien 8 Re ether veice than tﬁe Vi 1@@ e
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