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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

that the time is short, and both the completing of
the number of the elect, and the preparing of them
for heavenly reign and government, say that His
coming is very near: to say nothing of the world-
conditions and man’s helplessness in them!

The Lord help us to “hold fast till (he) come™,
and to be faithful unto (or until} death, Pray for
this ministry that it may not fail, or lose any
strength as the time goes on.

In our last issue we intimated that certain changes
are taking place here at Honor Oak, and that one
big development is possible (in relation to the

“Centre” property). There is nothing further of a
definite nature to report. We will inform our
friends if anything transpires which would be of
concern to readers of this paper.

T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.

To our great regret and disappointment our
printers were not able to let us have a supply of the
new book, Discipleship in the School of Christ, until
22nd December. We are more than sorry that many
friends who ordered it did not receive their copies
for Christmas.—Ebp,

THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
2. AN ARK OF ACACIA WOOD

WE are occupied with the greatness and the glory
of Jesus Christ. So far we have been looking at this
matter in a comprehensive way. We have been
considering the immense vocation of the Son of God
in this universe, und from the greatness of that
vocation we have come to see something of the
greatness of the Person. For so great a vocation a
very great Person is necessary, and never has so
great a purpose been entrusted to any other being,
It demanded God Himself in the Person of His Son
to do what Jesus Christ came into this world to do.

Now we are going to break that up into fragments.

There are many ways in the Bible by which the
great truth of the greatness and glory of Christ is
brought before us, This week we are confining our-
selves to one of these ways by which God has chosen
to reveal His Son, and that way is by means of the
ark of the covenant in the tabernacle of the Old
Testament. That ark was God’s temporary method
of representing the greatness and glory of His Son.

Now | want to safeguard this matter very care-
fully. There will be a great deal said about that ark
as we trace its history throngh the Old Testament.
But this sounds like a contradiction—I am not
really talking about the ark. It will be mentioned
perhaps very many times during this week, and you
might think that I am giving some messages on the
tabernacle and the ark, but what I am really
speaking about is what the ark represents. The ark
is only a symbol, after all. It is one of the types in
the Old Testament, and we are only doing here
what God did, and what Jesus Himself did. Geod

2

took an earthly object by which to teach heavenly
truths. The object is not an end in itself, but only a
means to an end, so that in order to understand and
appreciate typology we have to stand back from
that which is used in order to see what purpose it
serves. We have to see what it is that God is trying
to say by using this object. So we must get behind
the type to that which it typifies.

What we are going to see as we look at this ark
and its history is the absolute supremacy and
exclusiveness of Jehovah as God. This ark is going
to say to us, if we have ears to hear and eyes to see,
that God is God alone in this universe. This ark is
the symbol of the rights of God in this universe.

I wonder if you have ever been impressed with the
way in which the Psalmist so often addressed God ?
He was addressed as the ‘Creator of the heavens
and the earth’, which was just one way of saying
that God has by creation supreme rights in heaven
and on earth. We shall find as we go on that this
ark is set up against all other gods, and all these
other false gods of the nations have to bow in the
presence of this ark, Those of you who know any-
thing about its history are at once realizing how
true that is. Whether it be the gods of the seven
nations in Canaan, or whether it be Dagon, the god
of the Philistines, down they will come from their
thrones when this ark comes into their midst. There
are many gods in this universe, but they will all
have to bow the knee when the ark comes into their
presence. All these gods represent rebellion against
the absolute supremacy of Jehovah. Therefore, in
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

testimony’, and in the Hebrew language the word
‘testimony’ is a different word from the word
‘covenant’. The testimony is a declaration made by
God, a statement and a proclamation that God
makes to man. God is a speaking God, not a dumb
God. He makes a proclamation. If we were using
New Testament language we would say ‘God is a
preaching God’. You see, the Gospel is a proclama-
tion. It is the speaking of a speaking God. “God
hath spoken™ is the great proclamation of the
prophets. God has made Himself known in word.
Y ou must store all this up for what we are going to
say in a few minutes,

The third name is ‘the ark of the Lord’. This
declares that He is Lord, and by means of this ark
men are going to meet God. They are going to know
that it is the Lord with whom they have to do, and
the name ‘the ark of God’ carries with it a very
similar meaning. By means of this ark a relationship
with God is created. They truly did learn in the old
days that this ark meant that men came into touch
with God.

Now we need not enlarge upon the other names,
‘the ark of God’s strength’ and ‘the ark of God’s
glory’. We are going to sce that as we go on with
the history of the ark.

All this was concentrated into a small chest. 1
used to think that the ark was about the size of a
man’s coffin, and that when they carried it through
the wilderness they were carrying something like
a coffin—something about the size of a man. But
that, of course, is not true. The ark was a com-
paratively small box, only just a little longer than
this reading desk here, about as wide and also about
as high. It was really quite a smali thing.

As you know, it was made of acacia wood, 2 wood
chosen for its strength and incorruptibility. That
ark would never be troubled by woodworm or dry
rot. That is not just a joke—I am thinking all the
time beyond the ark. But there it was—quite a small
cabinet with a basis of acacia wood.

Then it was overlaid with gold, and on the top of.
it was a slab of pure gold. That was called the mercy
seat, and over the mercy seat were the two cherubim
of glory.

Inside the ark there were three things. There were
the tables of the covenant, the golden pot with a
specimen of the manna in the wilderness, and
Aaron’s rod that budded and bore fruit.

We have to turn over from the type to the reality
to understand all these details, but before we do
that let us mention one other thing: the place that
the ark occupied.

The ark was right at the very heart and centre

not only of the tabernacle but of the whole nation
of Israel. The whole system which gathered around
that ark was governed by the position which it
occupied. It was there that God had His place as
the centre of everything. It was there that He was
heard to speak and it was there that He made
Himself known,

Now we turn over. We have said that this ark
was a type of Jesus Christ, and we begin with the
incorruptible nature of the Son of God. He could
say: “Which of you convicteth me of sin? (John
viti. 46). If He were not the Divine Son of God, how
dared He say such a thing? There is not another
human being in all God's universe who dare say:
*You cannot find any sin in me’. Mark you, we are
now speaking about His humanity—we are referring
to the acacia wood. No sin could register its power
in His life. That is what I meant by ‘no woodworm
and no dry rot’. Neither sin nor death could affect
Him. The testimony concerning Him was: “it was
not possible that he should be holden of death™ (Acts
il. 24), and Peter, quoting the Psalmist, also said:
“Neither wift thou give thy Holy One to see corrup-
tion” (Acts ii. 27). His humanity was a sinless,
perfect humanity, and yet it was true humanity.

Do you not wish that you were like that? Do you
not wish that sin could have no power over you?
Do you not wish that you had an incorruptible
nature ? Do yon not wish that death had no power
over you?

Dear friends, we are chosen to be conformed to
His image that all that shall be true of us. Paul
says that even these corruptible bodies are going to
be changed and “conformed fo the body of his glory™
(Philippians iii. 21). The Word of God teaches us
that we are not going to be just dissmbodied spirits
floating about in the air, We are going to have
resurraction bodies, from which all sin and corrup-
tion will have been removed for ever. We are chosen
for that, and for that very purpose Jesus Christ,
God's Sen, came in the form of a man. Every time
we take the loaf at the Lord’s Table we are really
testifying to this fact that by faith we are made
partakers of that incorruptible Body of Christ. We
are secured in Him unto a body that will overcome
death.

We are launched out into the beginning of a
mighty ocean! So far I have oaly just touched a
little npon the acacia wood, but the ark will go
through all the wilderness trials, 1t will overcome
all the difficulties and adversities of the wilder-
ness life and, as we shall see, it will lead the way
right through mto the promised land of the inheri-
tance.

(To be continued)
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THE TRANSCENDENT “SIGN”

“YWhai sign shewestthou . . . ? Jesus answered . . .
Destroy this temphs, auallimireredigysi will resiise it
up” (John Hl. 13-22).
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A WITNESS AND A TESHIMINY
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your cyes opened! It is a wonderful thing to have
our spiritual eyes opened.
Let us all pray every day that we shall not only

A CHANNEL

Reading: Acts ix. 36 — 42,

AS Luke made his careful enquiries into the
Gospel story he was able to put his finger on the
secret of the divine power which flowed so freely
through the Lord Jesus. When he continued his
investigations to find subject matter for his second
book, the Acts of the Apostles, he found that the
same power was now flowing through the Church.
fle makes it quite plain that the hidden secret of
this power was just the same. In both cases the
power from on high was released info this earth
through believing prayer. There is no doubt about
his emphasis upon the place which prayer had in
the life of Christ; there is equally no doubt that he
attributed the spiritual vitality of the early Church
to the fact that it was supremely a praying Church.

PETER AT PRAYER

What was true of the Church was true of its
individual members. Take Peter. At Caesarea he
witnessed an amazing outpouring of the Spirit which
astonished him. He had a few brothers with him
who were equally amazed, but they all had no
hesitation in accepting what happened as an act of
God. This, clearly, was not what they had normally
seen when sinners were converted. For some years
now Peter had seen men turn to Christ and seen
their lives transformed by the power of the Holy
Spirit. In this case, however, it was not only that
Gentiles received that gift—a big enough surprise—
but that the circumstances were only to he com-
pared with what happened to the hundred and
twenty on whom the Spirit fell at Pentecost. As
we have said, Peter had witnessed many and great
blessings in the intervening years, but he had
obviously not seen this kind of “baptism” since
his own share in the Pentecostal experience. “This
was what happened to us at the beginning”, he
told his sceptical brothers, “and when it did happen
my mind was instantly turned back to the promise
which the Lord gave us that we should be baptized
in the Holy Spirit.”

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1966

hear the Scriptures expounded, but that a great act
of God shall be done in us whereby our spiritual
eyes are opened to see and know the Lord.

OF BLESSING

‘We need not dwell on the special significance of
the outpouring in the home of Cornelius. Qur point
is to emphasize the extreme wonder and importance
of that happening. When Peter returned to Jeru-
salem he had to meet fierce opposition from those
who were critical of his behaviour. His defence was
a very simple one: “I was in the city of Joppa
praying . . .” (Acts xi. 5). Those who pray must be
prepared for unexpected answers, for no man
knows what heavenly activities may be released if
he really seeks God in prayer. What is more, the
man who prays is not responsible for what happens
when God answers., “Who was I, that I could
withstand God ?”

Peter himself suffered a revolution in his own
thinking, Thank God that he was humble enough
and adjustable enough to avoid hindering God. Itis
impossible to exaggerate the importance of what
happened at Caesarea, so that perhaps it is equally
impossible to exaggerate the significance of the fact
that the movement had its human origin with a
man at prayer.

GOD AT WORK IN PETER

We must first enquire how Peter got to Joppa.
If we do so we shall find that he began his prayer
ministry there, not by being interested in world
movements, but simply by becoming involved in a
situation of need. Dorcas had died. Her fellow
believers were perplexed and disconsolate. Hearing
that Peter was ncarby they sent for him, probably
not expecting that anything could be done about
Dorcas or the work which she had been doing, for
it was too late for that, They may have felt, though,
that Peter could comfort them, or even that he
might use the occasion of her funeral for the Gospel,

This is the first thing to note. Our prayer prob-
lems usuaily begin in a simple way. If Peter had
not proved the power of God at Joppa ohe wonders
whether he would have had the opportunity to
prove it in the larger realm. Suppose that he had
excused himself from going to Joppa. Suppose that
he had felt it useless to pray there, or had found his
prayer unanswered. Suppose!!! Thank God that
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we do not have to suppose. The true servant of
Christ takes each new call from Him in simple
heart obedience, and leaves the outcome to other
and better hands.

GOD AT WORK IN DORCAS

The notable fact about Dorcas was her life of
“good works”. Many had clearly profited from her
help and they were dismayed that the work had
now ceased. It seemed like a tragedy. God’s ways
often do seem like that. However, if for nothing
else, this sad experience was justified in that it
ensured that Peter prayed his prayer, saw his vision,
and received his call to the Gentiles there in Joppa.
God had bigger things on hand than Dorcas’s “good
works™; He had His ownmighty work among the
nations. The death of Dorcas fitted into that
wonderful plan.

This does not mean that Dorcas did not matter.
Far from it. She, too, was to have a new experience
of the power of God, not only in her own life but
in the testimony at Joppa, for when she was raised
from the dead many people there believed on the
Lord. Would it not be true to say that while her
good works brought help to people, her experience
of death and life from the dead brought salvation?
It may be harder to *“die’” than to work, but it is
often more fruitlul,

Before the Lord Jesus raised Lazarus from the
dead, He said to His disciples: “I am glad that I
was not there™ to areest the onset of death (John
xi. 15). He knew that by means of death there would
be much greater glory for God than if Lazarus had
recovered. By the time that the end of that story
was reached we can well imagine that Martha and
Mary, who had been so reproachful at His absence,
were able to echo His words and affirm that after
all they, too, were glad that He bad not been there.
Lazarus himself must have felt the same. Whereas
at the time it scemed hard that Christ did not
intervene, when death had been mastered and
vanquished, then it must all have seemed so worth-
while. It must have been like that at Joppa. Dorcas
herself, and the friends who mourned her, must have
been able afterwards to say how glad they were to
have passed through the great shadow, 1t was fully
justified by the glorious cutcome. After we have
apparently been swallowed up by death, and from
our almost despair have known the power of
resurrection, then we can appreciate the wisdom
and love which permitted the trial. God knew what
He was doing with Dorcas. Yet in addition to this
He was using her case in the training of His
servant Peter.

PETER AND THE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE

By this time Peter had often been the means of
giving health back to sick people, but so far as we
know there had been no precedent to this act of
raising the dead. The Lord Jesus had raised the
dead, but we never read that His disciples had done
so, though they had been commanded to do so
(Matthew x. 8). It seems that this was a challenge
which Peter had never met before; it was the
vltimate challenge of power over death. He had no
precedent. And he had no helpers. When he reached
the house he foimd only lamentation and despair.
There is no doubt about the value of corporate
prayer. Whenever we have the opportunity we
should share our prayers with other believers. Yet
in this case Peter had no one to pray with. The
saints and the widows had to be left outside, to be
called back again when the answer had been given.
Meanwhile he must pray alone.

It is important to notice that he immediately got
down to prayer. There were no discussions as to
the why or how of this sorry state of affairs, We so
often find ourselves involved in attempts at spiritual
diagnosis, feeling that if we can get to the bottom
of the matter, apportion the blame, decide where
things went wrong and how they can be righted,
then we are proving ourselves skilled practitioners
in spiritual matters, Peter was not prepared to
waste his time in this way, and nor should we be,
The case was so urgent that he must get to God,
and must get to God at once. If the sorrowing
saints could only supply tears and mournful
recollections, then he must exclude them and himself
get to grips with this supreme challenge to the work
of God.

THE RIGHT ATTITUDE

When Peter had closed the door he kneeled down,
We might imagine that this was just a habit or a
formal attitude for prayer. We have become so used
to the posture that we take it for granted. Whether
or not Peter was in the habit of kneeling we do not
know, but we can be sure that this is a sign or
symbol of complete submission to the will of God,
for it is written: “As 1 live, saith the Lord, to me
every knee shall bow . . .” at the judgment seat
(Romans xiv. 10 — 11). And again: *, . . that in the
name of Jesus every knee should bow . . . and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord ...” (Philippians ii. 10 —11). The bowing of
the knee is the evidence of complete submission to
the Lord’s authority.

Such is the teaching, but Luke’s writings illustrate
how in practice this formed part of the approach
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to the Father in prayer, Writing of Christ’s prayer
in the Garden, he tells us that *he departed from
them about a stone’s cast; and he kneeled down and
prayed, saying, Father . . . not my will, but thine
be done” (Luke xxii. 41 —42). Then again, when
writing of Stephen’s death, Luke tells us that at
the end of his stoning and calling on the name of
the Lord, “he kneeled down, and cried with a loud
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts
vii. 60). Stephen gives us a noble example of
unoffended submission to the will of God. There
are further examples, but this should be enough to
establish the fact that when Peter prayed he was not
telling God what to do, but humbly secking the
mind and will of God.

It is interesting to note that he turned away from
his problem when he prayed. A lifeless corpse,
already prepared for burial, was the subject of his
prayer. Even after he had prayed we are informed
that there was still no life in it, for he is described
as “turning to the body” (verse 40). Yet though he
had to grapple with this challenge he turned not to
it, but to the Lord. As he prayed he clearly had
his back to the need and his face towards God. How
often we become so obsessed with what we are
praying for, or the enemy against whom we are
praying, that our prayers seem to be more directed
to them than to heaven! We must not be obsessed
with the greatness of the difficulty, but rather turn
our attention to the supreme greatness of our God.
So it was, then, that Peter was able now to turn
round and face the impossibility before him; he
had bowed in utter submission fo the Lord, and so
had received from Him the ability to speak the
word of faith. 1t all seeais so simple. He just spoke
to the body, and it received new life again; he just
stretched out a helping hand, and she was raised
up again. So God’s greatest miracles come through
those whose simple faith makes them a channel for
His almighty power. '

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1966
IMPORT OF THE MIRACLE

It is hardly necessary to argue that the essential
lesson of this story is a spiritual one. Since those
first apostolic days when Peter and Paul fulfilled the
command to “raise the dead” there has been no
serious expectation of such a gift remaining here
among men. Whatever may be said about gifts of
healing (and none of us can doubt God’s ability to
heal as and when He so wishes), they are not now
seen in relation to the bringing back to life of those
so manifestly dead as Dorcas was. The great enemy
among us is spiritual death, which always seems to
be menacing the “good works” of God’s servants.
How many such works are motibund or already
defunct through lack of the prayer we have been
studying! Unbelief ail too often wrings its hands in
vain regret. Where is the faith that can bow the
knee and speak the word of cmancipation and
deliverance?

Peter stayed on for a while at Joppa. God needed
him to be there, not just to instruct the many new
converts, as he might have supposed, but to be
available for the great outreach to the nations. It
was not enough for an angel to visit Cornelius; God
needed a man to be available when the call came.
It is instructive to notice that this call did come as
Peter continued in prayer. Surely the raising of
Dorcas was enough to get on with. Surely Peter
might relax a little and even write the story of the
great miracle. No, Peter got back to his knees and
so the miracles of God continued. When Peter’s
critics objected to his behaviour he had a suitable
and sufficient answer. “He began, and expounded
the matter unto them in order, saying, 1 was in the
city of Joppa praying . . .” (xi. 4 - 5). Yes, that is it!
Strange things may happen if we pray. God grant
that we may be ready for them when they come.

H.F

THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS (V)
“They knew not . . . the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath™ (Acts xiii. 27).
THE VOICE OF JEREMIAH
(Continued)
THE TWO ROLLS (Jeremiah xxxvi)

WHEN the Apostle Paul made this reference to
the Prophets, he was bringing their ministry right
up to date some seven hundred years after the days

of the Prophets. Thus he showed that those
“Voices” were of enduring meaning. The context
also shows that there is a voice in the Scriptures
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

A MIRACLE IN THE DESERT

CHRIS came home from school bursting to share
what bhe had just beard in his Geography lesson,
“Do you know, Mother,” he asked, “that the
Sahara is twice the size of India? And what is more,
it is still growing at the rate of thirty miles a year.”

“No,” replied his mother, “I did not realize that
it was all that big, but of course I know thatitis a
great waste of sand where for the most part nothing
grows.” This opened the way for a further dis-
closure of what Chris has been learning in the
Geography period, so he went on to tell his mother
that at the beginning of the Christian era the whole
of that part of North Africa had been green and
fertile. Now it was almost all dead and barren.

Neither he nor his mother could think of the
reason why those fresh fields of corn had changed
into the dry sand of a desert, so the only thing to
do was to wait until Father came home and ask him.
Christopher’s father gave the answer in one word:
“Trees!” “Trees T’ questioned Chris, “what do you
mean? There are no trees in a desert.”” “That is
exactly the point,” answered his father. “There
were trees once, and then everything was fine. The
trees were cut dowh and then everything went
wrong. Trees are necessary to hold and distribute
moisture. Without them the earth becomes mere
dust and sand.”

Of course Chris had many more questions to ask.
The first, and most obvious, was to enquire why
people did not plant more trees. The answer was
that they had tried, and were still trying, but so
far they had not been successful. The trees could
usually find enough moisture to epable them to
start growing, but then the winds caused the sand
to blast the bark and leaves off them and beside
this it caused great sand drifts which buried the
young saplings. Father told Christopher that there
seemed no answer to this drifting which choked all
vegetation. He had read that the sand area is
constantly increasing at a yard every minute. There
seemed to be no way of dealing with the winds and
sandstorms.

Now Christopher liked trees very much, and it
seemed sad to him that nobody had been able to
solve this problem. He even had a few ideas
himself, but when he mentioned them to Father he
was soon told that they would not work.

Then the very next Geography lesson brought
some exciting news. Trees were growing in the
Sahara after all! The master was almost as excited
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as Chris as he told the boys the wonderful story of
how some British research workers had solved the
problem. They worked for an oil company and had
been experimenting with petroleum spraying when
they had made an important discovery. The expert
tree growers would not believe that it would work
until the scientists proved it to them. They tricd
out the experiment in Libya on dunes that had
received some rain. They planted seedlings of acacia
and eucalyptus and then sprayed the dunes with a
thin layer of oil film. The oil kept the moisture in,
and yet could let through any more rain that fell.
Even in big gales the petrolenm emulsion kept the
sand firm and held it from drifting.

The master read the account to the boys and told
them that the impossible was happening. Once the
trees are established to give the moisture, shelter
and shade, then fruit irees can be planted and
these can have corn growing in between them. Once
again Chris could hardly wait to carry the news
home to his mother. She listened with interest, as
she always did, and seemed very pleased, bui she
did not say much then.

She did not say much then, but when Chris went
to bed she chose a special Scripture for their
reading. It was Romans 5. 1 —35. When they had
read she retutrned to the matter of the Sahara and
warned Chris of the danger of having a Sahara in
the soul. He was a Christian and really knew that
his sins were forgiven, but alas! he often did nat
behave like one. Mother pointed out that although
she had tried to make his heart fertile and fresh with
goodness, kindness, thoughtfulness and other
virtues, it seemed as though the storms of passion
and self-will always blew them away-——just as the
sandstorms had choked the young trees. It seemed
impossible for him to change, and indeed it is
always impossible for us in our own strength, but
she reminded him of how the scientists had done the
impossible.

“How was it 7’ she asked. “Why, by spraying the
earth with oil,”” Chris answered. *And that s just
how God does it,” his mother said. “You read the
last verse again.” Chris read: *. . . the love of God
ig shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
who is given unto us”. His mother pointed out that
just as the trees were free to grow in the desert
because of the sprayed oil, so our hearts can be
free to allow God-given virtues to grow up and be
fruitful by shedding abroad His love by the Holy
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work of the Holy Spirit going on here, and now
You {ell me to go to a desert. How on earth can
there be a revival in a desert? The Lord does
strange things, but the end of the story shows that
He was right. Perhaps you would choose to stay
in Samaria, where things are happening, and you
might not like the idea of going down to a desert,
but it might be that the Lord has something in that
desert which is bigger than Samaria: Not only a
town, but a whole new nation was touched in that
desert. Well, that is just by the way.

You know what happened when Philip went
down to that desert. He was looking round and
wondering why he was there when he saw something
coming from a distance. When it got nearer to him
he saw that it was a chariot with some men in it.
The Spirit said to Philip: “Ge near, and join thyself
to this chariot” (Acts viil. 29). Again Philip was
obedient to the Spirit, and as he got near to the
chariot he heard the chief man in it reading. He
looked at the man and saw that he was a dark-
skinned Ethiopian, but as he listened, he said:
‘T know what it is that that man is reading. He is
reading out of my Bible.” So he said to the man:
“Understandest thou what thou readest ?” The man
was reading from Isaiah 1ili, and he said: “How can
1, except some one shall guide me ? And he besought
Philip to come up and sit with him . . . And Philip
opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture,
preached unto him Jesus™ (Acts viii. 31, 35). I think
this settles all arguments as to whether Isaiah liii
related to Jesus!

This is an example of how the Old Testament, as
their Bible, was used to preach Jesus. There is
something here which always amuses me. Philip
preached Jesus out of Isaiah liii, and the very next
thing the Ethiopian said was: “Behold, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ?” (Acts
viii, 36). Please turn to Isaiah Hii and tell me where
it mentions baptism! You will read it a hundred
times and, on the face of it, you will never discover
the word *baptism’. There 1s only one conclusion
that we can draw. That chapter is about the death,
the burial and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and Philip must have said to this Ethiopian: ‘To
be united with Christ means being united with Him
in His death, His burial and His resurrection.” The
man believed and said “Here is water . , .” I always
think the next phrase Is significant: “A4nd they both
went down into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him” (Acts viii. 38). Well,
1 leave that with you, but the fact is that that
Ethiopian was baptized on Isaiah liii. That is just
one instance of what we are saying, Whether it is
the great persons in the Old Testament, or whether
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it is the central nation in it—Israel—or whether it
is particular places, like Jerusalem and the Jordan,
or whether it is special objects like the tabernacle
and the temple, the fact is that in some way they all
point to Jesus Christ.

So we come back to this: that He, God’s Son, is
the Pattern for the vessel, and we have commenced
—and only commenced! —to study that Pattern.

Now just a further word about the beginning of
the showing of the Pattern. The first thing about
this Pattern is the mystery and the miracle of His
birth from heaven. It is such a mystery that all the
great brains of theology cannot accept it. I suppose
the main point of controversy about the Lord Jesus
is His virgin birth, but if you set that aside you
reduce Him to the level of an ordinary man. In
His very origin He would be no different from other
men., 1 say again: many of ihe great brains of
theology have decided against that birth. Never-
theless this has been, and still is, the great peint of
controversy, and this is aniexample of the fact that
“the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God . . . and he cannot know them™ (I
Corinthians 11, 14),

The birth of Jesus Christ is a mystery and a
miracle, At Christmas-time we see all sorts of
things set up which are called ‘the Naiivity’. There
are some animals in a stable, a man and a woman
with a little baby, and we are told: “That is the
Nativity.” There was never anything more false.
Bethlehem was never the birthplace of the Son of
God. He was with the Father before tliis world was
(John xvii. 5). Bethlehem was only the point at
which He came out of eternity into time. His
nativity was not in Bethlehem; it was in heaven.
He repudiated His earthly father and mother and
always spoke about “my Father which is in heaven”
{Matthew xviii. 10).

Do younotice that when Luke wrote the genealogy
of Jesus, he said of Him: “being the son of Joseph™
(Luke iii. 23), and then he protected that by putting
into brackets “‘as was supposed”. This was just what
man supposed, but it was not true. He never was the
son of Joseph.

What has this to do with us? This is the Pattern.
The beginning of every Christian life is on the same
principle as that of Jesus Christ. The Christian is
not of time, but of eternity—-thus the Apostle says:
“He chose us in him before the foundation of the
world” (Ephesians i. 4). Our coming into relation
with the Lord Jesus is only our coming out of
cternity into time, out of heaven into this world.
Where is your true nativity ? If you were asked that
by people of the world, you would say: ‘I was borh
in France . . . in Switzerland . . . in England.’ i you
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were to say: ‘I was born in heaven’, the world
would look at you and say: *You are a funny
creature!” At best they would say: ‘What do you
mean? I don’t understand.” Jesus said of Himself:
“I am come down from heaven™ (John vi. 38) . . .
“I am not of this world” (John viil. 23), and in that
sense He is the Pattern. We do not belong here, and
the consciousness of that ought to be growing
stronger all the time. As we have said, there ought
to be a mystery and a miracle in the life of every
child of God.

I am not sure how your Bibles put this, but I am
sorry that in the English Bible the words of the
Lord Jesus io Nicodemus are put as they are,
although in the Revised Version there is a correction
in the margin. In the old Version it says: *“Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John iii. 3). That is quite good, as far as it
goes, but what Jesus really said was: “Except a man
be born from above”. The real beginming of a
Christian’s Hfe is from above, and not from
beneath. Of course, dear friends, you and I have to
learn the meaning of this all our life, but we just
state the fact-and leave it there for the moment.

The next thing that we must come to in the
Pattern is what we may call ‘the take-over of the
Holy Spirit’. That which is born of God is taken
over by the Holy Spirit. 1 do not want to make
difficulties for anyome, especially for our young
people, but for those who know their Bibles, you
will remember that there is always associated with
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus the idea of
sonship. Now it was when the Lord Jesus came up
out of the waters of Jordan that He was attested
the Son of God. Be careful! I am not saying that it
was then that He became the Son of God—He was
the Son of God. But on the resurrection side of the
Jordan heaven attested Him the Son of God, and
the Apostle Paul says: He “was declared to be the
Son of God in power, . . . by the resurrection from
the dead” (Romans i. 4—av). There is a spiritual
sense in which that was the new beginning,

Then do you notice what happens immediately
after ? The Holy Spirit from heaven takes over.

Now the Church went down into the Jordan
when Christ was crucified. It certainly did go down
into death. But when Christ was raised from the
dead the Church began to live again, or, anyway,
move toward life, It was like the dry and scattered
bones of Ezekiel's vision beginning to move
together, Something is happening in those forty
days after the resurrection—there is a sound of
movement amongst the dry bones, Then “they were
all together in one place” (Acts ii. 1) and the Holy
Spirit came upon them, Although the Church was
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an eternal thing, it was born historically on the
Day of Pentecost. The eternal had now come into
time, and the mark of the birth of the Church was
that the Holy Spirit took over. I am very careful
when I use that phrase: ‘He took over’. The Holy
Spirit took everything out of the hands of men into
His hands. That is why it is said: “A sound as of a
rushing mighty wind” (Acts ii. 2—av), and you
know that when you get into the grip of a mighty,
rushing wind, things are taken out of your hands
and you just have to go where the wind is going.
So Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The wind blows
where it likes, and you cannot tell the wind where
it is to blow.” Some of us heard the wind coming
down the mountains last night, and if you had been
in the course of that wind it would have been silly
for you to say: ‘Now, wind, don’t blow this way.
Blow the other way.” You just have to go the way
of the wind and accept that it is the master. “So is
every one that is born of the Spiri” (John iii. 8).

What did this mean in the case of the Lord Jesus
as the Pattern ? It meant that all His acts, His words
and His ways were governed from heaven. There
was a mystery abent it. People could not understand
why He did what He did and why He did things
in the way in which He did them, They certainly
could not understand His words. Apparently He
was like other men, and that was their problem.
As they looked at Him they did not see anything
different from the other men around. He was
Himself as a man, but He was also someone else,
and something else.

Now, when we become mastered by the Holy
Spirit we do not lose cur personality. We remain
ourselves and we can be distinguished amongst one
another because we are all ourselves. And yet we
are someone else. There is another who is different
from what we are. In a sense, there are two
personalities about us. There is what we are
naturally, but there is someone else—what we are
spiritually. So it was with Jesus: He was two beings,
so to speak. tnder the government of the Holy
Spirit we are more than ourselves, and that is how
it was with the Lord Jesus. When people met Him,
they met more than Him, and if we are according
to the Pattern that is how it must be with us. How
I would like to spend a lot of time on that! May I
remind you that Abraham was more than Abraham,
Moses was more than Moses and Elijah was more
than Elijah. When you met Abraham, Moses or
Elijah you met all Israel,

You see, “none of us liveth to himself, and none
dieth to himself” (Romans xiv. 7). As the Lord’s
people we represent something very much more
than our individual life: we represent all the people
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

When you have language like this, when someone
is speaking in this way and it is put on record, and
turns out to be (allow me to put it in this way) not
man writing or speaking, but God, you surely must
be in the presence of a crisis. It must be a crisis that
is on hand; that is, a teriminal point on which, and
at which, tremendous issues are at stake, one way
or another., When you hear, something has got to
happen. It is the ultimate that is brought to bear
upon this moment, this situation.

We know, of course, that this Letter itself took
its rise fromv a crisis, but it is impréssive to realize
that not only was it related to a historic crisis, but
the Holy Spirit took hold of that and introduced
the ultimate crisis, and built upon that the ultimate
issue. Perhaps you need that explained.

THE HISTORIC CRISIS

The historic crisis was this. This Letter was
written probably about two years before that full
scattering for the whole of this age of the Jewish
people: the destruction of Jerusalem which the
Lord Jesus had foretold. You notice, in our
reading, things which were in the first place spoken
by the Lord Jesus—*“Give the more earnest heed to
the things that were heard”—and some of the things
which were spoken by Him related to this crisis.
He said: “The days will come, in which there shail
not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not
be thrown down™ (Luke xxi. 6). That terrible twenty-
fourth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, spoken by the
Lord, was bearing upon the thing which was now
within a vear or two of actual fulfilment, when the
Roman legions besieged Jerusalem, brought it to
starvation, destroyed its temple so that literally,
according to a Jewish historian, they did not leave
one stone upon another. It is on record that as they
went about their work, they literally left the whole
thing on the ground. The temple was finished, all
the termple worship was finished, the priesthood was
finished, the sacrifices were finished, and the people
were scattered to the ends of the earth, never to be
fully recovered again in this dispensation. It has
been according to the Lord’s word: ““Befiold, your
house is left unto you desolate™ (Matthew xxiii. 38).
It has been like that these nearly two thousand
years.

That is the historic crisis which is here—the shak-
ing of the things of the earth that can be shaken.

THE ULTIMATE CRISIS

Now the Holy Spirit takes hold of the historic
and superimposes upon that something bigger: the
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shaking of the heavens also, the heavenly things,
Christianity as a whole will be shaken at the end.
This is the end of one phase, but another phase is
coming when everything in Christianity will be
shaken to its foundation. This tremendous, two-fold
crisis is the occasion of this Letter.

Why did the Lord cause this person, whoever he
was—and we won’t debate who he was—to write this
Letter at that time? This is where it comes to us,
and it ought to come with just as much force as it
came to the Jews, or was intended to come to the
Jews at that time.

The time will come, and it is fixed in the counsels
of God, when everything in this creation and in
this universe is going to be subject {o a tremendous
shaking. It is going to happen. Peter speaks about
it in terms of the atomic age, as you know: “The
elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the
earth and the works that are therein shall be burned
up” (I1 Peter iii. 10). It is coming. And the issue is
this: When it comes, what have we that will abide
the shaking? What will come through it all and
survive unshaken? What have we got that, let the
greatest shaking in this universe come, can never
be moved, will never go, will come out all right,
unshaken—"a kingdom that cannot be shaken”?
What have you got like that?

GETTING ON TO GROUND THAT
CANNOT BE SHAKEN

Now this Letter was written to these Hebrew
Christians to try—and it was a great effort of the
Lord—to get their feet established upon ground
that could never be shaken. They were wavering,
already being shaken and being moved from their
steadfastness. Some of them were thinking of going
back to the old associations and the old Jewish
system, and the Lord inspired this Letter with the
one object of getting them esiablished, so estab-
lished that when this terrific storm broke, these
winds were let loose and so many and so much
carried away, there would be that which would
stand the storm and abide. As I have said, He used
the historic as the occasion for bringing in the
eternal. He leads on to this for-all Christians.

BEFCRE THE STORM BREAKS

Now, dear friends, there are two things which are
important for us to notice. One is this: that you
cannot settle that matter when the storm breaks.
If you have ever been in a really good storm you
know very well that that is not the time to get
things settled. If you have not got them settied




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

before then, you are just going to be all at sea
indeed. The forces will be far too much to cope
with, You will just be thrown all over the place,
An emergency is not the time to get quietly down
to our foundatious, for we are too much caught up
in things. If it is not all settled beforchand, if you
do not know where you are beforehand, you will
not be able to see to it when this thing breaks. It is
important to recognize that. Therefore this Letter
would say: ‘In the light of testings which will come,
in view of that which is bound to break upon us at
some time, now is the time to make sure that our
position is an absolutely sound one, an absolutely
true one, and that there is nothing doubtful about
our position at all, no question about it and we
know where we are, that we are not at the mercy
of other people’s judgments and ideas. We know
the Lord for ourselves. We know where we are.
Let everything go to pieces! We know where we
are with the Lord.” That is the thing that has to be
settled, and it cannot be settled when everything is
going to pieces.

The other thing that is importantis that we should
recognize that it may not be necessary for the great
ultimate upheaval and chaos and cataclysm to take
place in order to bring that issue out. Is not this the
heart of every trial that comes into the Christian
life? Any day there can come a temptation, or an
adversity, some suffering, or some thing that is just
calculated to throw you all over the place. In any
such experience the question arises: What have I
got of the Lord that is going to get me through
this? What have I really got now of the Lord that
will stand me in stead in this crisis? It may be
something in everyday life, a family matter, a
business matter, a church matter, or a personal
matter, but it is something that is most testing,
unsettling, upsetting. It comes like a shock or a
blow and could knock us to pieces. What have we
got of the Lord which will see us through and will
not go with ithe wind, will not be carried away in
this hour of trial, but will stand and remain ?

That is the issue of this Letter, whether it is a
historic crisis in the life of Israel, or Jewry, or in
the ultimate experience of the Church. It is coming,
and has already come to multitudes of people on
this earth. It is the position today in a large part
of the world, where the test is: What have we got
that will see us through this terrible time? It is a
question for many in the East today, but it is the
ever-present question,

LEST WE DRIFT AWAY

That is the message of this Letter, so it has to be
solemn, it has to be serious, and it has to use
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words like this: “Let us give—we ought to give—
the more earnest heed to the things that were heard,
lest haply we drift away from them.”

Now that is a poor way of interpreting the original
language. Our English language just so often fails
to give us the real sense of the words which were
originally used. Here it is: “Lest haply we drift
away from them™, but the picture there in the
original language is of a ship in rough water, with
strong currents and heavy winds, and that ship is
having a very difficult time and 1s trying to make
calm water. There are moorings there in the
harbour. If only she can make those moorings, lay
hold on them and get moored up, she will be all
right. Here she comes, but those responsible are a
bit careless about it, and just as she comes up on
the moorings they are too careless to grasp them,
to lay hold of them and to fasten them, and she
drifts past on to the rocks. That is actually the
picture behind the words here—“We ought to give
the more earnest heed . . . lest haply we drift away.”
You see, on this strong, adverse current of these
conditions of trial, we can drift past through not
being serious enough, not earnest enough, nor
meaning business sufficiently. The moment comes
when all might be well and we might be made fast
and sure, but we drift past, carried on to lose what
was there for us.

Now, you know that this whole Letter is built
up on that idea, Read it again in that light. After
its introduction, that wonderful presentation of the
Lord Jesus, it says: “We ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply
we drift away™, and you sec what the consequences
of that are in this book. “The more earnest heed to
the things that were heard.” To me that is a key
to this book. There are many arguments in it which
might be taken out and used as the title, or key,
to the whole book. A little further on there is this
wonderful fragment: “How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation?’ “So great salvation™
might be a key to the book. You can read and
study it in the light of that, And there are many
other fragments like that which in themselves open
up the whole book. “We ought to give the more
carnest heed to the things that were heard.” What
things?

GOD HATH SPOKEN IN HIS SON

You see how the book begins: *“God, having of
old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by
divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end
of these days spoken unto us in his Son.” Not by His
Son. That is true, but it does not say that here.
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Yes, He spoke by His Son, but the real point here
is that He has spoken in His Son. The Son is God’s
speech. It is not even what the Son says, but it is
what the Son Himself implics, signifies, what His
coming into this world, or being in eternity,
represents of God’s thought. God has manifested
Himself, has made Himself known, revealed Him-
self, spoken for Himself Son-wise. Not the words
of the Son only, but the Son Himself expresses God.
If you or I could see the Lord Jesus, really read
Him as a person, we would have all that God wants
us to know, for it is all there. God has spoken in a
person. He has embodied Himself for revelation in
a person . ., ‘hath spoken at the end of these days
Son-wise’. You notice that the words ‘in his Son’
are in italics, which means that in the original those
words do not exist. What is really there is this:
‘God hath spoken Son-wise.” That is difficult to
grasp and to understand, but, you see, it opens up
everything. The rest of the book is an opening up
of what Christ is, and all that has come fram God
in Him personally. We are not going further with
that at the moment, but God hath spoken. In old
times He spoke by angels, by leaders, hy prophets,
by priests and by numerous means and methods,
signs and symbols and types, divers manners, a
variety of manners, in different times and fragments.
He has gathered the whole up now at the end. This
is the last speech of God, but it is complete and full,
comprehensive. It is the end—Christ.

“We ought to give the more earnest heed.” If it
was so serious when He spoke by or through
-angels, then it was tremendously solemn when He
spoke in His Son. The angels were great beings,
wonderful beings, but, as the Letter goes on to show,
nothing in comparison with the Son. If when God
spoke through prophets, or priests, or kings, or
leaders, it was a solemn matter for the people—
and it was a very solemn matter, a crucial thing
for those who heard—how much more so when He
spoke Son-wise! We jought therefore to give the
more carnest heed when God speaks like this, and
He has spoken to us like this. You see what it says:
“The word spoken through angels proved stedfast”.
This so great salvation takes its greatness, its
dimensions, its supremacy from the fact that Christ
is so much greater than all. God has spoken to us
in Him, but, you see, it is “God bearing witness with
them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold
powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit™.

THROUGH THE APOSTLES

I think there is something more to note about
this for the moment, This Letter—so-called to the
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Hebrews—was written (if what we think is true)
just before the year A.n. 70, when the destruction of
Jerusalem finally took place. By the year 70 all the
Apostles, with the exception of John, had gone to
the Lord. They had done their work and had
written their Letters, God had spoken concerning
His Son through them all. Ouly John remained at
this time. God had been speaking. Now it says here:
“God . . . bearing them witness”’. To whom did
God bear witness? To the Apostles—*“by signs and
wonders . . . and gifts of the Holy Spirit”. God was
speaking concerning His Son in and through the
Apostles, 50 that by the time this Letter was written
there existed the majar part of the New Testament
literature. Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephe-
sians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians
existed. You look into all those and you see that it
was God speaking concerning His Sorr, The Letter
to the Romans opens almost with that very phrase:
“The gospel of God ... concerning his Son”, and
that is the message of that big book.

Now these are the things that were heard: God’s
speaking concernimg His Son, You and I have that,
We have all that God has said and is going to say
in this dispensation concerning His Son. All that
I am saying is only getting into what God has said.
I am not adding anything to this revelation of Jesus
Christ. It would be impossible to do that, and it
would be a very terrible thing to attempt to do it.
We are only, as the Lord enables, getting into what
God has said about His Son in His Word. We have
it all: all that God has said concerning His Son,
What a tremendous thing it is that He has spoken
to us by His Son! “We ought to give the more
earnest heed”, becalise tremendous things are
bound up with this. I am not going further into
that just now, for I am only talking around and on
this Letter.

MAKING SURE OF OUR CALLING

You see, it is a very critical thing for the Christian
life. Not to the unsaved, for this Letter is not
written to the unsaved, but to Christians. If yon
look into the Letter you will find that these
Christians made a wonderful start. Reference is
made to what they suffered for Christ’s sake when
they came to faith in Him. They suffered the
spoiling of their goods—they suffered terribly.
They made a tremendous start and there was no
doubt about them being Christians. I repudiate any
suggestion that this Letter was written to professing
Christians and not real Christians. You don’t talk
to professing Christians in this way! What have
they to lose ? They have not got it to lose. The whole
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

No matter what we take in hand to do, we need
to know how to do it. It is this know-how that is
so important. If we want to enter a room and the
door is locked, we can find no way in unless we
possess the key. Or if we want to carry a table
through a door, provided we know how to go
about it, we shall carry it in without a hitch; but if
we do not know how to handle things, we shall
carry it awkwardly, bumping and banging in a vain
effort to get it through the door. The trouble is not
the weight of the table, nor is it the width of the
door; it is the lack of this know-how on the part
of those who are doing the job. People who have
learned the art of doing things do things well:
people who have not learned the art labour in vain,

So it is with prayer. Matthew vii speaks of
principles relating to prayer, one of which is: “He
that secksth findeth.,” Seeking requires time.
Anyone who looks for a thing in a half-hearted,
easy-going marmmer is not likely to find it. Seeking
involves patience and perseverance, and unless we
are thorough-going we shall not find what we seek.
If God does not answer our prayers, we must
exercise patience and diligently seek the key to
prayer.

The reason why God answered the prayers of
many of the saints in past days is that they had the
key to prayer. If you read the biography of George
Muller you will see that throughout his entire life
he was always receiving answers to prayer. George
Muller had discovered the key. Many earnest
Christians pray at great length; they pray wordy
prayers, but they do not receive answers from God.
In prayer words are essential, but we must not be
wordy. Our words nmst be to the point; they
should be words that touch the heart of God and
so move Him that they leave Him no alternative
but to grant our requests. Words that are to the
point are the key to prayer. Such words are in
perfect keeping with God’s will, therefore He
cannot but respond to them. Let us look at u few
scriptural illustrations that we may learn the art of
prayer.

ABRAHAM’S PRAYER FOR SODOM
{Genesis xviil 16 —33)

When God had made it known to Abraham that
He was about to execute judgment on Scdom and
Gomorrah because of their wickedness, Abraham
still waited before God. Then he began to pray for
Sodom. He did not just open his mouth and say:
“0 God, have mercy on Sodom!” He did not with

great intensity beseech God saying: “Oh, forbid
that Sodom should be destroyed?™ Abraham laid
hold on the fact that God is a righteous God; and
that was the key to prayer concerning Sodom. In
deep humility and with great earnestness he
proceeded to ask God one question after another.
His gquestions were his requests. And as he pro-
ceeded in prayer he stood steadfastly on the ground
of God’s righteousness. At length he said: “Oh let
not the Lord be angry, and 1T will speak yet but this
once: peradventure ten shall be found there.” That
was Abraham’s final request. After God answered
it we are told that “the Lord went his way”.
Abraham did not try to hold on to God; he did not
try to go on praying. We read, *Abraham returned
unto his place™. Some people say he should have
continued beseeching God, but the Scriptures show
that Abraham knew God, and he knew the art of
prayer. He had heard the Lord say: “The cry of
Sodom and Gomorrah is great and . . . their sin is
very grievous . . . the cry of it is come unto me.”
If there are not so many as ten righteous persons
in a city, what kind of a city is it! Hebrews 1. 9 tells
us that the Lord loves righteousness and hates
iniquity. He cannot cover sin and refrain from
judgment. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
was the awful consequence of their sin, and it was
the manifestation of God’s righteousness. When He
overthrew those citiecs He did no injustice to a
single righteous person; He “delivered righteous
Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious life of the
wicked” (II Peter ii. 7). Abraham’s prayer which
was to the point was answered. There was no
unrighteousness with God. He did not “‘consume
the righteous with the wicked”. We worship and
we praise Him.

JOSHUA’S ENQUIRY ABOUT AI

(Joshua vii)

When the children of Israel attacked the city of
Ai “they fled before the ment of Ai. And the rhen
of Aismote of them about thirty and six men: and
they chased them from before the gate even unto
Shebarim, and smote them at the going down: and
the hearts of the people melted and became as
water.” How had it come about that after so mighty
a triumph at Jericho the children of Israel suffered
dire defeat at Ai? There was only one thing Joshua
could do. Prostrating himself before the Lord, he
enquired into the cause of this defeat. Naturally
Joshua was grieved on account of the danger into
which Israel had fallen; but what grieved him more
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

us,”” But how did our Lord reply to them ? He said,
“I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of TIsrael.” That reply of the Lord’s enabled the
woman to discover the right approach to Him. She
saw that the son of David was only related to the
house of Israel, not to the nations. So she came
and worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”
She now called Him “Lord”, not “Son of David”.
She realized that only the house of Israel had a
right to use that title, so she forsook the wrong
ground on which she had been standing and
addressed her prayer to Him as Lord. This prayer
brought His answer—*“It is not meet to take the
children’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” The
answer seemed so cold, it sounded as though the
Lord was rejecting the woman. Actually He was
seeking to show her where she stood so that she
might know the meaning of grace. The woman saw
her own place and saw also the grace of the Lord,
and having now tie key to prayer, she said: “Yea,
Lord: for even the dogs eat of the crumbs which
fall from their master’s table.”” This called forth the
Lord's commendation and He said to her, “O
woman, great is thy faith!” It was because she had
found the key that she quite naturally exercised
faith. In Mark vii we read that the Lord said, “For
this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy
daughter.” Her brief prayer was answered because
she possessed the key and prayed to the point.
This is what we need to learn. Often we put forth
tremendous effort in prayer without getting any
answer from God, yet we do not seek to discover
why. Brothers and Sisters, how can we expect God
to answer prayers that are wide of the mark ? In all
our praying we must first find the key, for only as
we do so can we expect to have constant answers
from God.

Having looked at these illustrations relating to
prayer, let us bear in mind that we should heed the
inner voice and not be governed by our circum-
stances, or thoughis, or affections. When that still

small voice within tells us to pray, when in the
deeps of our being we have a sense that we should
pray, then let us respond at once. Circumstances
should only be a means of driving us into the
presence of God to wait on Him; they should not
control our prayer, And thoughts should only serve
to crystaillize our inner registrations; they should
not be the source of prayer. Prayer according to the
will of God is only possible when we ourselves are
in harmony with His will, Unless our affections
have been dealt with we shall not readily follow the
inner Jeading in prayer, because we shall be
influenced by our own desires and shall be seeking
to bring God into line with what we want. Whenever
we find ourselves praying ineffectively, we must
seek to discover the cause. As we enquire of the
Lord we shall reach a point where the still small
voice within says, That’s it! Then we shall be
released, for we shall be in possession of the key,
And as we use the key and pray on we can be
assured of God’s answer.

Isaiah Ixii. 6 says: *‘] have set watchmen upon
thy walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their
peace day nor night.”” These watchmen are men of
prayer. They have to be unwearyingly omn the watch
if they are to see what is happening and cry out.
They have to be the Lord’s remembrancers con-
tinually. It is not the individual who is spoken of
here. “They shall never hold their peace day nor
night.” There are companies watching together, and
together bringing their requests to God. And their
prayers do not cease “till He establish and till He
make Jerusalem a praise on the earth”. We must
persevere in prayer until the Body of Christ is
built up. God needs our prayers. We nrust have the
spirit of prayer: we must have an atmosphere of
prayer: we must have the key to prayer. Brothers
and Sisters, let us arisc and learn to pray. Let us
seek the key to prayer so that we may meet God’s
need today.

W.N.

LITERATURE NOTICE

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST

This book, containing the messages of the Aeschi
conference in Switzerland in 1962, is now available
and orders for it can be fulfilled immediately.
Price: 7s. ($1.50) (90 pages, cloth boards)
Postage: 8d. ($0.10)

THE GOSPEL IN THE FARMYARD
by G. Paterson

Our stocks of this book with messages for children
are now running low. As the dust jackets on the
remaining copies are no longer in firstclass condi-
tion, we have reduced the price of this book to 2s.
($0.42) per copy, plus 8d. ($0.10) for postage.
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Orders for literature should be addressed to:

THE EDITOR,
WITNESS AND TESTIMONY PUBLISHERS,
30 Dunoon Road, London, 5.E.23, England.
Telephone: FORest Hill 5216

Witness and Testimony literature can also be obtained from:

Almgquist’s Christian Book Nook, Westmoreland Avenue Chapel,
ox 5, 1505 South Westmorelaud Avenue,
Northfield, Los Angeles,
Minnesota 55057, U.S.A. California 90006, U.S.A.
Evangelical Literature Service,

(Mr. Donald J. David),
158 Purasawalkam High Road,
Madras 7, India.
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of this
little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute to
the Divine end which is presented in the words of
Ephesians iv. 13—*° . . . till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of -
the fulness of Christ; that we be no longer \
children . . .

It is not connected with any ‘Movement’,
‘Organization’, ‘Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to “all saints”, Tis
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its ‘attainment’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added 2
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘subscription’, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘A Witness and A Testimony’, 30, Dunoon Road,
Forest Hill, London, 8.E, 23, England. All cheques
should be made payable to ‘Witness and Testimony
A/¢’. The paper is sent only to those who person-
ally desire it, and we count on friends to advise us
if this is no longer the case, or if they change (
their address.

‘Personal’ letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

fellowship which is a major value in such times.
We have seriously thought of moving away from

. Aeschi, much as we love that little place, and such

a move may have to be made. But, with some ab-
solutely necessary changes. we are moving in faith
toward another time there this year, from 3rd to
12th September, and we trust that, this being
another precious time in the blessing of the Lord,
it will mean life and strength to many of the Lord’s
people who need the help of the spiritual food and
fellowship. The changes which we feel that we must
make are: g

1. This year we can only take actual responsibility
for the number which can be accommodated in our
own hotel.

2. When that number is complete, we will advise
other friends who desire to attend the gatherings
where they themselves can apply for accommoda-
tion locally.

3. This means that friends will have to apply quite
early. We cannot reserve more than our own limited
accommodation. (There are very few single rooms
in our conference hotel.)

4. The accommodation in the hotel will have to be
reserved for friends staying for at least seven days.
5. Swiss hotel rates have been increased recently,
and we now have to raise the prices in the Hotel
Blimlisalp to Sw.Fecs.22 per day for single rooms
and Sw.Fcs.20 per person for two- and three-bedded
TOOMmS.

All this does seem to be difficult, and we would
much prefer to say: ‘ Come, all of you who can, and
do not worry about anything !* We are sure that you
will understand the situation, and will co-operate
as much as possible. Afier all, our object is to meet
the Lord, and * in His presence is fuiness of joy .

Mhy Aeschi 1966—in His will —be the most
blessed ever!

T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.

Please write to:

The Conference Secretary,
30 Duncon Road,
London, §.E.23, England.

THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (III)

3. OVERLAID WITH PURE GOLD

NOW we come to the second thing about the ark,
We have seen that the ark was made of acacia
wood, and that it was overlaid with pure gold. If
you make a study of gold in the Bible you will see
that it always speaks of glory, and you will also see
that God was always jealous about the gold, He
claimed the gold, and said: ®That is Mine. It be-
longs to Me.” It was that which represented the
glory of God, about which He is very jealous, and
Satan tried from time to time to steal the gold away
from Him.

When Moses remained in the mountain forty
days and forty nights the people said: *Well, we
don’t know what has become of this Moses. Let us
make us gods’, and they called upon the people to
bring their gold and out of that gold they made a
golden calf. Then they said: ‘This is thy god, O
Israel’, and they worshipped the calf.

You see, Satan had stolen the glory from God—
God’s glory was taken from Him by Satan. There is
so much in that incident about which we have no
time to speak, but there was one man who dis-
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cerned the meaning of it, and it is that man’s con-
nection with the ark that we are going to look at
more fully. When Joshua heard the noise of shout-
ing in the camp, all this noise of worshipping the
calf, he said: “There is a noise of war in the camp ”
{Exodus xxxii. 17). There was registered upon the
spirit of Joshua a conflict that was going on. That
was how he interpreted the situation, and he was
more right than he knew, for it was a battle be-
tween the glory of God and the glory of Satan. You
know that Joshua was a man of war. His whole
history, as you will see, had to do with warfare, and
that warfare was in relation to the ark. This spirit
of conflict in Joshua was for the jealousy of God’s
glory.

You will remember that later on, when they were
in the land, they came to the city of Ai, and there
Israel met their first defeat. Joshua fell down be-
fore the ark of the Lord and asked Him why this
defeat, and it was as though the Lord lifted up His
finger, and that finger came down upon a wedge of
gold. Achan had stolen a wedge of gold and hidden
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

ministry to Him! He Himself has told us that there
was a class of Levites who busily served in the
Temple, and yet they were not serving Him; they
were merely serving the House. Service to the Lord
and service to the House appear so much alike that
it is often difficult to differentiate between the two.

If an Israclite came along to the Temple and
wanted to worship God, those Levites would come
to his aid and help him offer his peace offering and
his burnt offering. They would help him drag the
sacrifice to the altar, and they would slay it. Surely
that was a grand work to be engaged in, reclaiming
sinners and leading believers closer to the Lord!
And God took account of the service of those
Levites who helped men bring their peace offerings
and their burnt offerings to the altar. Yet He said it
was not ministry o Himself.

Brothers and Sisters, there is a heavy burden on
my heart that you might realize what God is after.
He wants ministers who will minister to Him.
“They shall come near to Me to minister unto
Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer unto
Me the fat and the blood. . . . They shall minister
unto Me ” (Ezekiel xliv. 15).

The thing 1 fear most is that many of you will
go out and win sinners to the Lord and build up
believers, without ministering to the Lord Himself,
Much so-called service for Him is simply following
our own natural inclinations. We have such active
dispositions that we cannot bear to stay at home,
so we run around for our own relief. We may be
serving sinners, and we may be serving believers,
but we are all the time serving our own flesh.

I have a dear friend who is now with the Lord.
One day, after we had had a time of prayer to-
gether, we read this passage in Ezekiel. She was
very much older than I, and she addressed me like
this:

* My young brother, it was twenty years aga
that I first studied this passage of Scripture.” *“ How
did you react to it?”" T asked. She replied: “ As soon
as I had finished reading it I closed my Bible, and
kneeling down before the Lord I prayed: ‘Lord,
make me to be one who shall minister to Thee, not
to the Temple.”” Can we also pray that prayer?

But what do we really mean when we talk of
serving God or serving the Temple? Here is what
the Word says: “But the priests, the Levites, the
sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of My sanctuary
when the children of Israel went astray from Me,
they shall come near to Me to minister unto Me;
and they shall stand before Me to offer unto Me the
fat and the blood, saith the Lord God.” The condi-
tions basic to all ministry that can truly he called
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ministry {0 the Lord are—drawing near to Him
and standing before Him.

How hard we often find it to drag ourselves into
His presence! We shrink from the solitude, and
even when we do detach ourseives physically, our
thoughts still keep wandering outside. Many of us
can enjoy working among people, but how many of
us can draw near to God in the Holy of Holies? Yet
it is only as we draw near to Him that we can
minister to Him. To come into the presence of God
and kneel before Him for an hour demands all the
strength we possess. We have to be violent to hold
that ground. But every one who serves the Lord
knows the preciousness of such times, the sweet-
ness of waking at midnight aud spending an hour in
prayer, or waking very early in the morning and
getting up for an hour of prayer before the final
sleep of the night. Let me be very frank with you.
Unless we really know what it is to draw near to
God, we cannot know what it is to serve Him. It is
impossible to stand afar off and still minister to
Him. We cannot serve Him from a distance. There
is only one place where ministry to Him is possible
and that is the Holy Place. In the outer court you
approach the people; in the Holy Place you ap-
proach the Lord.

The passage we have quoted emphasizes the need
of drawing near to God if we are to minister to
Him. It speaks also of standing before Him to
minister. It seems to me that today we always want
to be moving on; we cannot stand still. There are
so many things claiming our attention that we are
perpetually on the go. We cannot stop for a mo-
ment. But a spiritual person knows how to stand
still. He can stand before God till God makes His
will known. He can stand and await orders.

I wish to address myself specially to my lellow-

workers. May T ask you: Is not all your work
definitely organized and carried out to schedule?
And has it not got to be done in great haste? Can
you be persuaded to call a halt and not move for a
little while? That is what is referred to here—
“ stand and minister to Me >,
- None can truly minister to the Lord who do not
know the meaning of this word: “ They shall draw
nigh to Me and minister unto Me.” Nor can any
minister to Him who do not understand this further
word: “They shall stand before Me to minister
unto Me.” Brethren, do you not think any servant
should await his master’s orders before seeking to
serve him?

There are only two types of sin before God. One
is the sin of rebelling against His commands, i.e.
refusing to obey when He issues orders. The other



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

is the sin of going ahead when the Lord has not
issued orders. The one is rebellion; the other is
presumption. The one is not doing what the Lord
has required; the other is doing what the Lord has
not required. Standing before the Lord deals with
the sin of doing what the Lord has not commanded,

Brothers and Sisters, how much of the work you
have done has been based on the clear command of
the Lord? How much have you done because of
His direct instructions? And how much have you
done simply on the ground that the thing you did
was a good thing to do? Let me tell you that nothing
so damages the Lord’s interests as a ‘ good thing’.
‘Good things’ are the greatest hindrance to the
accomplishment of His will. The moment we are
faced with anything wicked or unclean, we imme-
diately recognize it as a thing the Christian ought
to avoid, and for that reason things which are posi-
tively evil are not such a menace to the Lord’s pur-
pose as good things. You think: This thing would
not be wrong, or, That thing is the very best that
could be done; so you go ahead and do it without
stopping to enquire if it is the will of God. Oh, we
who are His children all know that we ought not to
do anything evil, but we think that if only our con-
science does not forbid a thing, or if a thing com-
mends itself to us as positively good, that is reason
enough to go ahead and do it.

That thing you contemplate doing may be very
good, but are you standing before the Lord await-
ing His command regarding it? ‘ They shall stand
before Me’ involves halting in His presence and
refusing 1o move till He issues His orders. Ministry
to the Lord means that. In the outer court it is
buman need that governs. Just let someone come
along to sacrifice an ox or a sheep, and there is
work for you to do. But in the Haliest Place there
is utter solitude. Not a soul comes in. No brother
or sister governs us here, nor does any committee
determine our affairs. In the Holiest Place there is
one authority only, the authority of the Lord, If He
appoints me a task I do it; if He appoints me no
task I do none.

But something is required of us as we stand
before the Lord and minister to Him. We are re-
quired to offer Him “the fat and the blood ™. The
blood answers the demands of His holiness and
righteousness; the fat meets the requirements of
His glory. The blood deals with the question of our
sin: the fat deals with the question of His satisfac-
tion. The blood removes all that belongs to the old
creation: the fat brings in the new. And this is
something more than spiritual doctrine. Our soul-
life was involved in the pouring out of His soul
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unto the death. When He shed His eternally incor-
ruptible blood, He was not only pouring out His
own life, He was pouring out the whole of the life
man had by natural birth. And He not only died:
He arose from the dead, and * the life that He lives
He lives unto God ™. He lives for God’s satisfac-
tion. He offers “the fat and the blood ™. We, too,
who would minister to the Lord, must offer the fat
and the blood. And that impossible thing is possible
on the basis of what He has done.

But such ministry is confined to a certain place:
“They shall enter into My sanctuary, and they shall
come near to My fable to minister unto Me, and
they shall keep My charge ™ (v. 16). Ministry that
is “unto Me” is in the inner sanctuary, in the hid-
den place, not in the outer court exposed to public
view. People may think we are doing nothing, but
service to God within the Holy Place far transcends
service to the people in the ower court. Brothers
and Sisters, let us learn what it means to stand
before the Lord awaiting His orders, serving at His
command only, and governed by no consideration
but the consideration of His will.

The same passage tells us how they must be
clothed who would minister to the Lord. * They
shall be clothed with linen garments; and no wool
shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the
gates of the irmer court, and within. They shall have
linen tires upon their heads, and shall have linen
breeches upon their loins.” Those who minister to
the Lord may not wear wool. Why not? The reason
is given below: “They shall not gird themselves
with anything that causeth sweat.” No work that
produces sweat is acceptable to the Lard. But what
does ‘sweat’ signify? We all know that the first
occasion when sweat is mentioned was when Adam
was driven from the garden of Eden. After Adan
had sinned God pronounced this sentence upon
him: “Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in toil
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life . . . in
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread ” (Gene-
sis iii. 17-19). It is clear that sweat is a condition of
the curse. Because the curse rested on the ground it
ceased to yield its fruit without man’s effort, and
such effort produced sweat. When the blessing of
God is withheld, fleshly effort becomes necessary,
and that causes sweat. All work that produces
swent is positively prohibited to those who minister
to the Lord. Yet today what an expenditure of
energy there is in work for Him! Alas! few Chris-
tians can do any work today without sweating over
it. Their work involves planning and scheming, ex-
horting and urging, and very much running around.
It cannot be done without a great deal of fleshly
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caring for the needs of the saved? Or are we seeing
to it that the Lord can eat to His full satisfaction
and drink till His thirst is quenched? True, it is
necessary for us also to eat and drink, but that can-
not be till after the Lord is satisfied. We too must
have our enjoyment, but that can never be until His
joy is full. Let us ask ourselves: Does our work
minister to our satisfaction or to the Lord’s? I fear
that when we have worked for the Lord, we are
often thoroughly satisfied before He is satisfied. We
are often quite happy with our work when He has
found no joy in it.

Brothers and Sisters, when you and I have done
our utmost, we still have to admit that we are un-

MARCH — APRIL, 1966

profitable servants. Our goal is not ministry to the
world, nor to the Church, but ministry to the Lord.
And blessed are they who can differentiate between
ministry to sinners or saints, and ministry to Him.
Such discernment is not easily acquired. Only by
much drastic dealing shall we learn the difference
between ministry to the Lord Himself and ministry
to the House.

Nevertheless, if the Holy Spirit has His way in
our lives, He will prove equal to the need. Let us
seek grace of God that He may reveal to us what it
really means to minister to Him!

W. N.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

ALL ARE PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT

MR. LEARNER looked down with satisfaction
at the new hearthrug which lay at his feet. It was his
own work, and there it lay, with its bold, colourful
design, and it was finished. He feit that he had
reason to be satisfied, for he had been working on it
for about three years. Not that three years was much
in comparison with the future which it would have.
It would last! Oh yes, it would last his lifetime.
More than that, one might almost think that it
would last for ever.

It would be very useful. But not all useful things
are nice to look at. This, however, was beautiful as
well as useful. A few years ago it had been not
much more than an idea. There had been an empty
canvas and very many packets of short lengths of
wool of various colours. Now it was finished, and
Mr. Learner was content.

During the hours of working on the rug he had
learnt some valuable lessons about more important
things, lessons concerning the love of God and His
purpose of love to us. He had thought much about
the wonderful way in which the Saviour can take up
human lives and make them a part of His beautiful
plan for the future. For God is preparing a Church
which will be both useful and beautiful, a Church
made up of those who have been given eternal life
through the Lord Jesus. And His work really will
last for ever!

The wool had been bought ready cut, which
meant that Mr. Learner had filled a drawer with
about 25.000 short pieces of wool. These seemed
very small and insignificant in themselves, as indeed
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they were. They could not have been used for any-
thing else. This reminded Mr. Learner that he him-
self was so small and worthless in himsclf that there
couid be no hope of any values coming into his life
unless he were taken up by the heavenly Master
and made to be a part of His great work. Every
piece was important. Not for its own sake, but be-
cause it was meant to have a place in the master
plan. This was his first lesson, and it is one which
we should all learn, too, for though we may be just
one among thousands and thousands, yet the Lord
has a place for us to fill.

The finished rug showed that every piece was
useful. More than that, it showed that every piece
was precious. When Mr. Learner first started there
seemed to be so many pieces that it did not matter
much to him whether one or two were lost or thrown
away. But after many months, when the rug was
getting nearer to being finished, he began to won-
der if after all there would be enough wool to last
out. What a pity it would be if the rug were spoiled
for lack of a few strands of wool! So every single
piece became precious. H it dropped on to the floor
it had to be picked up again. If it fell down the side

of a cushion then Mr. Learner could not rest until '

he had moved the cushion and searched for the
missing picce of wool. Every piece mattered very
much, and 'in this rug each piece had a value far
greater than the actual cost.

Now that the rug was finished Mr. Learner had
no more fears on this account. There was no longer
any possibility of a single piece being lost. You
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could pick up the rug, turn it over, shake it as much
as you liked, but still not a single piece would fall
to the floor. They were all quite secure. A rug, you
see, is not just a collection of various coloured
pieces of wool; it is the result of careful work on
each piece, to make it a part of the whole. Mr.
Learner knew this very well, for he knew how care-
fully each piece had been placed in the hook which
was waiting to receive it, how the hook closed on
the wool, and how it turned and tied each strand to
make it safe in the rug. This was a lesson which
Mr. Learner liked very much, for it was a reminder
to him of the wonderful eternal security which all
those enjoy who have put their lives into the hands
of the Saviour.

HOW IT SHOULD BE

TI-IESE two things are the supreme and all-
inclusive concern of the New Testament. Ponder
that statement carefully, The whole New Testa-
ment (Bible, if you like) is concerned with how
things ought to be. This is applied to the individual
Christian, the local church and the Church univer-
sal. There is a state, a condition, a position which
God both desires and has provided for. Upon the
degree to which this state is approximated every-
thing that is of God depends. There is nothing willy-
nilly, casual, mechanical, and matter-of-course with
God. Throughout the Bible all that God most
earnestly desires for His people is governed by an
“If ye”. Jesus very definitely affirmed this law “ If
ye”, and it is implicit in every transition from po-
tentiality to experience, What it amounts to is that
a position is essential to inheritance. A position is
essential to everything that God wants us to know
and have.

There is one fundamental law which decides
whether things are as they should be, could be, and
as God’s most gracious will would have them to be.
If this is true, then we shall realize that some things
will surely arise to neutralize that one thing. That
basic reality, because of the immense and numer-
ous issues resting upon it, will be the object of
every possible kind of opposition. We ask the Lord
why any one of a thousand wrong things exists to
such harmful effect in Christianity, and the answer,
in practically every case, can be traced to one thing.
That one thing is so universal in its range and con-
tact that it touches everything outside of heaven.
We shall come to that one thing later. Here we are
going to confine ourselves to its application to

Every piece important! Yes, that is true of the
Church of Christ. Every piece precious! Yes, that is
also true, for the Lord Jesus paid a great price to
buy us back to God, and in that sacrifice of His
made it possible for us to have a place in His eternal
plan. And every piece safe! This, too, we may be
sure of, for we are not held by a hook of man’s
making, but by the mighty hands of the Father and
the Son. This can be proved by John x. 28-30. 1
wonder if you are held firmly in those wonderful
hands! You may be, for it is God’s will that you
should commit your life to Him, and let Him fit you
into His great design of love.

H. F.

AND THE WAY TO IT

THE LOCAL CHURCH

and how things ought to be in any such.
We are not going to flit over the surface in this
matter, but be analytical and meticulous.

1. A local church should be throbbing with life.

The impression given and received should be one
of livingness. The testimony should be that, al-
though you may go jaded, weary, too tired, almost,
to make the journey; disheartened and despondent;
physically, mentally, and spiritually drained, you
come away renewed, refreshed, reinvigorated, and
lifted up. The activity of Divine life, whether by or
without the teaching given, has just resulted in a
spiritual uplift.

Now, note the way in which that has been said.
“The activity of Divine life.” We have not said:
‘the life of human activity *. There is an illusion or
delusion in much Christianity and in many churches
that activity is essentially spiritnal life. Hence
stunts, programmes, attractions, ‘special efforts’,
campaigns, and an endless list of ‘specials’ and
events. All this is so often with a view to giving an
impression of life, or even creating or stimulating
‘life’. Tt may be the *life’ of works, and not the
works of life. Life will work, but works are not
always life. That was the indictment of the church
at Ephesus in Revelation ii. 2: “I know thy works
. . .7, Divine life in release will show itself, not
necessarily in the bigness of numbers (aithough
Divine life will attract) but in the genuine spiritual
fruits, beginning with new births, Arc the dead
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the Church and Christians very dearly, and so there
is artificial life, artificial food, artificial fellowship
which will not go through in the time of testing.
There is such a depth, power, fullness, in the
Cross of Christ as to spread over all time and all
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eternity. So saw the Apostle when, at the end of
the fullest life, he still cried: “That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection, and the fel-
lowship of his sufferings; being made conformable
unto his death ™ (Philippians iii. 10).

“MORE THAN CONQUERORS”’

“Nay, in all these things we are more, than con-
guerors through him that loved us” (Romans viii.
n.

MORE than conquerors.” The very expression
reminds us indeed that we are in a battle. This
Letter to the Romans begins by reminding us of
our [ost condition as sinners in darkness, and goes
on to point to the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ
which, thank God! we have come to know and
have found ourselves at peace with God. It pro-
ceeds through those chapters which speak of bap-
tism and its meaning, holiness and its reality by
faith in Christ, and then it passes into this splendid
eighth chapter, which is full of the glories of the
Christian life—and it is a glorious life! But at this
point we are reminded that it is nevertheless a life
of conflict. The assertion is that we are victorious in
that conflict. However, none of us would wish to
evade the sharp challenge of the Word of God and
just take these great affirmations for granted when,
in fact, they are not working out in our lives. Per-
haps we think it should read: ‘In all these things
we can be more than conquerors’, for that is true,
and, because we can be, we ought to be. Let us,
then, look again at the verse and allow the Holy
Spirit to search vs as to whether it is frue that we
are proving the power of Christ to give ns the
victory.

“In all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.” You notice that the
issue of love is brought up. It is not my intention to
dwell upon that, yet it does seem that in the verses
which precede, as well as in those which follow, the
crux of this whole conflict is love. If there is a break-
down in love there is defeat. If we can be separated
from the love of God in Christ we are defeated. If
we are not separated, even through the darkest
moment and the bitterest trial; if it can truly be said
that we abide in the love of God, although per-
plexed, bewildered and bruised; if we are still
trusting in His love, then it may be written, to His
glory, ‘ We, too, are more than couquerors in all
these things.
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You will not perhaps need to be reminded that it
says: “In all these things we are more than con-
querors "—not by evading them, not, in the first
place, by being extricated from them, and not by
avoiding the issue. Indeed, that is when we are not
more than conquerors. [t is defeat to run away and
not to face up to the present need and prove the
Lord in the midst of it.

1 have been going over in my mind the names of
some of those in Scripture who were defeated, at
any rate temporarily, and ran away because things
were too much for them, and they said—as people
say today—° We cannot go on.” Be honest: do not
say: ‘I cannot go on’, but ‘T am being defeated.”

I think of Naomi, You know, she had to come
back to Bethlehem before she proved the Lord
again. I think of Jonah. The Word of the Lord
came to him a second time, yes, but not with a
second mission, nor with a second best, and not to
a second place. It came back saying: ‘Nineveh,
Jonah!” How gracious the Lord is! How often we
have run away, or have wanted to do so! Well, the
Lord is very tender, very sympathetic, but at the
same time He holds us to the issue. It may be that
there is some other place, or some other way, but
until we have proved victorious where we are how
can our Commander-in-chief move us to some other
part of the battle? Would any general in his senses
look for wanderers, stragglers behind the line, listen
to them when they said *T could not go on there”,
and post them to another place? No, He does His
posting from those who are standing where they
are, and although their companions may say: ‘ We
cannot spare him, or her’, the Commander-in-chief
has the right to say: ‘I move that one!’ Dear
friends, He moves us from victory, not from defeat.

In the New Testament I think of Jolm Mark, who
could not go on. We blame him, but I do not sup-
pose either the Apostle Paul or Barnabas were
perfect, and it may be that they were very difficult
men to go on with—I do not know. However, he
could not go on, and he left them and went back to
Jerusalem. Well, we thank God that John Mark
also recovered. He found an honoured place among
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the servants of the Lord, but if you will turn to the
Book of the Acts vou will find that he was not
sought out in Jerusalem. Indeed, he did not stay
there: it was not so nice there after all, and he had
to go all the way to Antioch. That is where they
found him, and he had to go again with Barnabas
on the same journey into Cyprus. You may have
your ideas as to the clash between Barnabas and
Paul, and who was right and who was wrong. That
is nothing to do with my present point, which is that
Mark found his way through by going back to the
very scene of his defeat and proving the Lord once
again.

“In all these things we are more than con-
querors.” That makes the text very searching, does
it not? We may have had many previous victories,
and may often have triumphed, but most of us have
had at least one or two exceptions. We may blame
ourselves, butr we are far more likely to blame other
people, for that is what we usually do. Anyway, we
have an exception, and we feel that all our previous
victories should be put to our credit and the present
defeat overlooked. There is no provision for such in
the Word of God! “In ail these things we are more
than conquerors.”

I think of Elijah, who under the juniper tree, and
later on the Mount, expostulated with the Lord as
to how faithful he had been, how true—and he had.
But all the past victories could not compensate for
the fact that now, at this moment, he was in defeat,
and after the Lord had very tenderly and graciousiy
refreshed, renewed and blessed him, He sent him
back again. And when Elijah went up to glory he
went up from victory, not from defeat. God grant
that if the Lord Jesus Christ comes speedily, as we
believe He will, we may go up from victory and not
from defeat!

“In all these things we are more than con-
querors.” How great is our Christ! The Apostle, in
this chapter, enumerates in general terms all that he
can think of which is capable of defeating the
Christians. Having given the list as he knows it, and
fearing lest there be some exception which he has
overlooked, he puts at the end: “Nor any other
creature ”. There is nothing conceivable, imagin-
able, possible in human experience for which Christ
is not the answer, and the full answer.

* More than conquerors.” I suppose that strange
way of describing a victory, that superlative method
of speaking of this triumph, is because for the
Christian there is such a welter, a tempest, a storm
of opposition and enemies, that for sim to get the
victory is no ordinary, hman thing ; it is a miracle.

1 glory not only in the miracles of God described
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in the sensational stories of the Bible, but in the
daily miracles of God in those for whom defeat
seems inevitable and then, by the grace of God, I
find they are in triumph. [ say that they are ‘ more
than conquerors’, for theirs is no normal victory.

I think that this expression also suggests that it
is the very thing that would defeat Christians, and
is calculated to do so, that they lay hold of and
make the very occasion for a new triumph in
Christ. That, perhaps, would throw new light on
any experience of ours. Our experiences must be
very varied, but there is not one of them, however
perplexing it may be to us at the moment, however
deeply it may wound us, from which we can not
only be delivered, but which cannot be the very
occaston for something more of the glory of God in
our lives: the turning of that which is intended for
our downfall and making it rather for our uprising
in the name of the Lord.

“In all these things we are more than con-
querors.” The man who wrote those words was not
indulging in any idle fancy or preaching any mere
theories. Those who received the Letter were those
who followed his afflictions, trials and triumphs,
and they knew very well that he spoke not only
from the heart but from a personal proving of the
Lord. As one who observes the lives of fellow-
believers, and sometimes knows some of the secrets
of those lives, 1 would give glory to God for the
great victory in the lives of those who have taken
the very things that could have brought their de-
feat and downfall and made them the occasion for
a new advance in spiritual life and effectiveness.

“More than conquerors.” Well, of course, that is
because it is not our victory—it is His victory. Every
victory in the Christian life is Christ’s victory, and
His victories are always superlative, always more
than anyone could possibly expect. How one mag-
nifies the grace of God as His triumphs are ex-
pressed in the lives of His people! I have seen
brothers and sisters taken from us and would like
to testify that [ have seen not death, but life, even
in their last moments. That is what the Apostle
says: ‘I am persuaded that death itself for the
Christian need not be a defeat”’, and 1 am persuaded
also, for I have seen it. There is a trinmph of life,
even in the moment of death, and 1 say that this is
‘more than conquerors’, and magnify the grace of
God. 1T have seen bereaved ones, who expected
that their way would be otherwise—that the Lord
would preserve and not take to Himself—and to
His glory I would say that in the moment of what
should have been their bitterest disappointment I
have found in them a triumph of the grace of God
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that has melied my heart. That is victory, and I
ascribe the glory, not to man, but to my Saviour.
Thanks be to Him who gives such victory to such
weak and failing men and women as we are! To
every cry of unbelief, of doubt, of gloom, of de-
spair, of question, let us answer : * Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him
that loved us.”

In closing, may 1 point out that it says ‘We”’.
You might have thought that that was the apostolic
‘we’ but for the fact that in the very next verse the
Apostle says ‘1°. He was getting the victory, but,
thank God! he is not the only one, and the victory
is not only for an Apostle. “ Nay, in all these things
we are more than conguerors.” It is a shared vic-
tory. We have to be reminded sometimes that our
victories are not victories over the other man, and
at the expense of our fellow-Christians. That is not
the triumph of Christ! Whatever triumph it may be,
it is not that. If we feel ourselves to be the con-
querors and can rejoice over the defeat of a brother

It is many years since the following was printed
in A Witness and A Testimony, and later in book-
let formn, and it has long been out of print. We feel
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or sister, that is a cause for dismay and not for
pleasure. If our brothers and sisters are being de-
feated in any matter, it is our responsibility to help
them up. Their defeat in a measure is our defeat,
especially if we gloat over it, or add to it. “ We are
more than conquerors.” We must help our brothers
and sisters to prove this victory of Christ, and at the
same time we must recognize that we need their
help. We, helping one another in the love of Christ,
have this prospect set before us of a triumph, an
emergence in victory, an expression of the glory of
Christ that will surprise us all and make us won-
der. We say: ‘This is not just victory: it is more
than victory.” ““ Nay, in all these things . . .” what-
ever they are—and let the epemy add up the list,
press them upon us, seek to bow us down under
them—Ilet us in faith rise up in the name of the
Lord, and say: “We are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.”

H. F.

that it may be of timely help to the Lord's people,
and so reprint it here—EDITOR.

THE SPOIL OF BATTLE

“Qut of the spoil wor in battles did they dedicate
to repair the house of the Lord” (I Chronicles xxvi.
27N,

FROM this passage of Scripture we gather that
the House of the Lord is constituted out of our
conflicts. The Lord builds from the fruit of con-
flict. Thus it was in the temple, given through David
to Solomon. When that temple was completed it
stood as a monument to universal victory; its very
substance declared triumph on the right hand and
on the left. The silver and the gold, and all the
precious things which it comprised, had been taken
in battle and wrought into the House of God. What
is an illustration in the Old Testament is true in the
reality of the New. The greater Son of David, the
greater than Solomon, who *“is here”, builds the
House from the spoil of His own warfare, and the
warfare of His saints.

I was impressed as I read in this first book of
Chronicles, chapter xvii, verse 9. The Lord is
speaking to David, and one of the things which He
says is: “ And I will appoint a place for my people
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Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in
their own place, and be moved no more; neither
shall the children of wickedness waste them any
more, as at the first, and as from the day that [
commanded judges to be over my people Israel; and
I will subdue all thine enemies.” You notice that
the Lord refers to the judges over Israel. The Lord
raised up judges, as you will remember, to do that
which Israel had failed to do completely under
Joshua. Under Joshua they were meant by the
Lord to destroy utterly all the nations in the land,
and completely to subdue every enemy. They failed
to do that. They suffered enemies to remain, they
compromised, and then the Lord raised the judges
to save them from the terrible results of their hav-
ing failed to make a complete work of destroying
all their enemies. But the judges failed, and the
book of Judges is a sad story of the work still in-
complete. The Lord raised up the judges to do that
which had not been done. but again the judges did
not perfect the work. And it is tremendously inter-
esting and illuminating to notice in I Chronicles
xviii and xix, when the Lord had spoken to David
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‘ Before, it was something given to me but it be-
longed to someone else. Now it is mine.” Thus they
begin to build with the spoil resultant from the con-
flict.

THE BATTLE OVER VOCATION

The same thing is true in the matter of service
and purpose. The Lord gives a burden as to His
intention, the purpose unto which He is calling us
as His servants, and the vision captures us, the pur-
pose lays hold of us, and for the time being we have
nothing to think about or talk about but the burden
which He has laid on us; the whole sense of voca-
tion and service has mastered us; we have a vision.
Well, we go on with that for a time, by the momen-
tum of the vision, and then it seems that the vision
fails, or we get into such a realm of conflict over
that vision, and such a battle rages, that the thing
seems to g0 into death, and we pass through a deep
and dark experience in which the whole question
comes up again: Was there anything in it after all?
Have we not been mistaken? Is this the thing to
which the Lord has called us? Was it not something
we leaped at and, after all, the Lord did not mean
it for ns? Have we been wrong? I expect most of us
know those cxperiences of conflict, of battle over
the vision, but it finds us at length in a stronger
place than ever before in relation to that Divine
purpose.

Our history is just that. Many times we nave
been into death and conflict with our vision, in
which experiences it seemed that the vision went
altogether. Many questidns arose about it, but we
came through and found ourselves more solidly
bound up with that Divine purpose than ever we
were. We have gone info conflict and there have
emerged spiritual and moral elements by which
there is a building up as a result of the trial.

THE BATTLE OVER A POSITION TAKEN

We take a position, we declare ourselves—and
how easy it is in meetings and in conferences to
take positions, amongst the fellowship of the Lord’s
people to declare ourselves—that we are going in a
certain direction, that for us this is to:be the course
for ever: ‘I never, no never will leave Him.” We can
sing these things glibly in hymns: tomorrow may
find us reviewing the whole thing, looking round to
see if there is not some back-door way out. It is
true: these hearts of ours aré at best inconsistent.
We take our attitudes. we take our positions, make
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declarations, and for the time being, in the strength
of that, we go on, and then we are challenged as to
our position.

See how this is illustrated in the history of the
children of Israel: “Then sang Moses and the
children of Israel . . .”. They got to the other side
of the sea and all Israel sang. What did they sing?
A song of absolute victory. You would have thought
that they were in the land already, but it was not
long before they were murmuring against the Lord
and Moses. They were tested, challenged, tried by
the position which they had taken, and then they
went through a dark time.

So we, whenever we make a declaration, shall
sooner or later be tested by it. (I hope the effect of
what I am saying will not be that you will say: ‘I
will never declare myself again!” If you do take that
attitude it may simply prevent the Lord in His pur-
pose.) It is necessary, in order to get the spoil, that
we go that way. The qualities are only going to be
drawn out in that way, and it is quite right that in
the measure of devotion we have, we make a
declaration, take a position; the Lord calls upon us
to do that, for it gives Him the ground for testing
us out. Somehow in the order of things it seems that
the Lord requires declarations before He can do
much. If you have never declared yourself, have
always had a reservation, have been so cautious,
the Lord has never been able to do anything with
you. Lt is when we take our feet off the bottom and
launch out into the deep, and say that we are out
with the Lord, that the Lord can begin to do things.
We are tried by the position we have taken, and
tested by our commitment, and those qualities are
‘t;rm;ght in which are building qualities, the spoil of

attle.

Recently 1 was reading the following :

“Many people are wanting power. Now how is
power produced? The other day we passed the
great works where the trolley engines are sup-
plied with electricity. We heard the hum and
roar of the countless wheels, and we asked our
friend: ‘How do they make the power?’ * Why,’
he said, ‘just by the revolution of those wheels
and the friction they produce. The rubbing
creates the electric current.’

And so, when God wanis to bring more power
into your life, He brings more pressure. He is
generating spiritual force by hard rubbing. Some
do not like it and try to run away from the pres-
sure, instead of getting the power and using it to
rise above the painful causes.

Opposition is essential to o true equilibrium
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Jerusalem concerning what had happened over the
Gentiles, Peter occupied the foremost place, and it
is quite evident from his Letters that something
very deep and very real was wrought into this man.

I have been tremendously impressed—I cannot
tell you how much—as I have carefully read
through this comparatively short first Letter of
Peter with my eye on one thing, and that one thing
is: Where did Peter get that? How did that come
to Peter? Why is Peter saying that? As [ have
looked I have found that the Lord Jesws wrought
Himself into this man, that you can trace the Lord
Jesus in this man so deeply and so richly, and I
have no hesitation in saying that this first Letter of
his is full of spiritual riches. We shall, of course,
only be able to touch the surface, but let us begin
with some little consideration of the significance
and the value of Peter’s ministry.

We shall at once discover how Peter has come to
understand the Lord Jesus, What was Jesus doing?
Peter did not understand in the days when the Lord
was present in the flesh, but He was doing sonte-
thing. The wonderful thing is this: that while the
Lord Jesus was working, teaching, living and mov-
ing right under the eyes of this man Peter, Peter was
not grasping it, was not understanding it, was not
seeing it, but here in his Letter he has it all, That,
1 think, contains something we should lay hold of.
We can hear, see, have under our eyes and ears even
for years, the Lord Jesus in what He is saying and
what He is doing, and He being really present, and
we not grasp the significance of it all. That is a
terrible possibility. It is one of the problems that
we may come up against. It is almost disconcerting
to see Christians who for years have been receiving
all the teaching about the Lord Jesus, before whose
eyes and ears He has been brought over a long
period, and. then, when you really come up to prac-
tical matters, they do not know it, they have not got
it, it is not in them. Or shall I say: the Lord Jesus
is not there in a way commensurate with all that
they have heard. They have missed it. That is a
possibility, and it is one of the big tragedies in
Christianity that it is so, and that, like Peter, at a
certain crisis point, after all they have received it, it
can be demonstrated under trial that they are not
really in the good of the teaching. They break down,
after all. in the hour of the ordeal.

But that, of course, leads to this: How important
it is that what we have heard, what we have seen
and what has been brought to us shall be put right
into us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Is that not
necessary? That we have not only been where it is,
but it is in us by the Spirit.
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And that is the tremendous change from the
Gospels, with all the place and prominence that
Peter held there, into his Letter. Something has
happened to the man, and that is what it is.

That is the first thing about his significance, his
person and his ministry: that he is not retailing
things that he has heard. He is not ‘dishing up’ (if I
may use the expression) that which has come to him
second-hand. Here is a man who, through a deep
crisis and experience, has himself moved right into
the spiritual meaning and value of the teaching and
the work of the Lord Jesus. That is a very import-
ant thing, and it is the first thing about his signifi-
cance.

THE NEW ISRAEL

But I ask the question: What was Jesus doing
when He was here? Of course you would answer:
‘Well, He was doing this . . . that . . . and a
whole multitude of things.’ Yes, but what was the
comprehensive thing that He was doing? What was
it that embodied all His teaching, all His work and
activities, signs and parables? What was it that
comprehended the Lord Jesus when He was herc?

We have answered the question in the passages
which we have just read together: “ Therefore say
1 unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken
away from you, and shall be given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof . . . Yeare . . . a
holy nation.” What was Jesus doing? He was build-
ing, constituting a new Israel, a spiritual, heavenly
Tsrael in the place of the old one.

JESUS—THE MESSIAH

Who was Jesus? His name is Messiah, which is
the Hebrew form of the Greek ‘Christ’. It is the
same thing in two languages. It might help you, and
throw light on things, and make something quite
real if, wherever you find the name “ Christ” in the
New Testament, you put there “ Messiah ™.

Now think what Messiah meant in the Bible!
Both “Messiah™ and *Christ” mean ‘the
Anointed’.

The Old Testament had just one Person in view,
It was moving toward, looking for, longing for, the
day of the appearing of the Messiah. What was He
going to do in their expectation? He was going to
save their nation. You remember the words of
Simeon, when he took the babe Jesus in his arms?
He spoke of Him as being for the salvation of God’s
people, Israel. Messiah would save the natiom. Of
course, they had their own ideas as to what that

.
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THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (IV)
4. THE MERCY-SEAT

WE go on with the next thing about the ark, and
that is the mercy-seat. There rested upon the ark
this solid plate of gold which was called the mercy-
seat. It is mentioned twenty-three times in the Old
Testament, and in the New Testament it is taken
up as referring to the Lord Jesus. It is so set forth
in the Letter to the Hebrews. The mercy-seat on the
ark of the Old Testament is one other aspect of the
glory and greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ.

You notice that it is called ‘the seat of mercy’,
and that word ‘mercy’ in the Old Testament is a
very rich and strong word. It means ‘the loving
kindness of the Lord’. A new translation of the
Bible has translated that word ‘mercy * into ‘ stead-
fast Jove’, and that is the nearest definition to the
Hebrew word that we have. It is covenant love,
loyal love, a covenant of love made in the blood
which was sprinkled upon the mercy-seat. Because
we are so familiar with the old versions, which give

49

this word simply as *mercy’, we love that constant
repetition of the statement: *“His mercy endureth
for ever”, or “ How great is Thy mercy!”, or from
the prophet: “He delighteth in mercy” (Micah
vii. 18). Perhaps we do not easily take to a new
translation, but when we stay to think about it, the
new translation is still richer. Perhaps, as we come
more deeply to understand it, we shall be willing to
accept this translation ‘ His steadfast love ’.

It is a very impressive thing that, right at the very
centre and heart of this whole great system of the
Old Testament, represented by the tabernacle, is the
mercy-seat. Everything else pointed toward the
mercy-seat, and it gave its value to everything else.
The mercy-seat governed and gave character to
everything. It is a wonderful thing to think of that.
Yes, the mercy-seat governs everything for the
people of God. We turn to a little phrase in Psalm
Ixxxiv. You know that that Psalm is the Psalm of
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did God say through Balaam's mouth? “ He (God)
hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he
seen perverseness in Israel” (Numbers xxiii. 21).
Oh, what does this mean? There was plenty o
iniquity in Israel, but God says: “I have not be-
held iniquity in Jacob™. Why did God speak like
that? He was looking at Israel through the mercy-
seat, and was being true to His coveriant of stead-
fast love.

If you really love someone, you usually make a
lot of excuses for their failures. If someone else
points out the failures and the wrongs of the one
you love, you always say: ‘ Well, perhaps that is
true, but . . . but . . . You cover up the faults
of the one you love because you are loyal to them.
Loyalty is a great virtue. | wish that we Christians
were more loyal to one another, simply because we
are brothers and sisters in Christ. We have to go a
long way to be like God in this matter. There is an
old saying that love is blind. Don’t you believe that!
Love sees everything, but fove loves in spite of
everything, and that is like the Jove of God,

We are poor sinners and we cannot accuse Israel.
We are a very poor lot in ourselves, and God
knows all about that, and much more than we
know about ourselves, but with all His knowledge
of us He loves us.

What do you think of this world? What do you
think about those Congolese people who have done
all that wicked work? They are only representative
of humanity. What do you think of this world?
Well, we are saying that this is a poor kind of a
world. Man is a poor kind of creature. Do you
think God does not know anything about that? He
knows far more about man than you or I know, and
yet it still stands-—* God so loved the world tha, He
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gave His only begotten Son ™, and God has set Him
forth as a mercy-seat. We shall never exhaust the
wonderful fullness of this mercy-seat! We find all
the patience and the long-suffering and the for-
bearance of God in the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is not a low kind of love, that is, a kind of
love that does not care whether a person is bad.
That is why there are two cherubim over the mercy-
seat, and if you study the history of the cherubim
you will see that they always relate to one thing——
the holiness of God. The first time you meet them is
at the gate of the Garden when man has sinned.
Those chernbim say: ‘ Man in his sinful state can-
not dwell in the presence of God. Something must
be done about it.” When you get to the end of the
Bible vou find redeemed man in the midst of the
Paradise of God. Yes, he is back in the Garden
now, but God has done something about it. The
Mercy-Seat has attended to this whole matter. The
precious Blood has made a full atonement for man’s
sin.

The point is that the cherubim always speak of
the holiness of God’s love. The cherubim in Isaiah’s
time are heard chanting: *“ Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts.” His love is a holy love, and by the
mercy-seat He lifts us from our own anholiness to
His holiness. That blood on the mercy-seat always
speaks of the great price that God paid to redeem
man from his unholiness.

Forget the mercy-seat and remember Jesus
Christ. He is all and more than ever the symbol
represented.

We said that this is just one other aspect of the
greatness and glory of Jesus Christ. May God give
us a new appreciation of our Lord Jesus as our
Mercy-Seat!

{To be continued)

THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS (VII)

“They knew not . . . the voices of the prophets
which are read every sabbath” (Acts xiii. 27).

“ Which of the prophets did not your fathers perse-
cute?” (Acts vii. 52).

THUS far we have been occupied with the many
notes in the voice of the Prophet Jeremiah. Before
we leave this Prophet we want to say a word regard-
ing Jeremiah’s representative and inclusive posi-
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tion. Perhaps some readers have wondered why we
should have taken Jeremiah first in prophetic
ministry. Most writers would—most probably—
have put Isaiah first. “ Jeremiah ” is not an easy or
happy Prophet to read. Isaiah is so much more
likeable and readable. We may have our prefer-
ences among the Prophets, but—preference apart—
there are reasons why we have commenced with
Jeremiah, and there will be reasons why we do
what we do in other cases.
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Our main reason for this priority is that, in a
fuller way than any other, Jeremiah accentuates the
features of all the Prophets. What variety of features
there is when we look at all the Prophets! Sorrow,
hope, despair, joy, bitterness, light, darkness, love,
anger, etc. While each Prophet may have more than
one aspect, each one has some predominant feature.
It is possible to say of each one: ‘This is the Pro-
phet of . . . (and give a respective definition).
When we look at Jeremiah we are impressed with
many characteristics. But there is amr inclusiveness
here. If the predominant impression is tears and
sorrow, this is alternated with hope, promise, God’s
sovereignty, and day of Salvation to come. The
point is that many aspects go to make up the calling
and vocation of prophetic ministry. Let us note
some of these, to which Jeremiah is a pointer. We
have deait with this matter much more fully in our
“PROPHETIC MINISTRY ” and “GOD’'S RE-
ACTIONS TO MANS DEFECTIONS ™, but it
will not be unhelpful to indicate some points here.
The Prophet and his ministry is the focal point of

GOD'S RECOVERY MOVEMENT.

That means that the function of prophetic min-
istry is introduced when things have departed from
God’s full intention. But it means more than that.
The departure is marked by an element of strength
which involves the Prophet in positive conflict. In
such a ministry there is no passive accomimodating
to the situation, no compromise or appeasement.
There may be appeal, entreaty, tears and sorrow,
but there is no truce with spiritual decline. This is
very apparent in all the Prophets from Samucl
onward. They are fighting men, and the Chief of
all was Jesus Christ Himself. God has a mind, and
it is a full mind, This mind had been intimated, and
the Bible is the history of the battle for its full
realization. There is an intense downgrade element
in creation. Left to itself nature declines, runs wild
and loses character. Nothing rises—ascends—with-
out a counter to this propensity. The Bible sees this
element introduced as a part of one tremendous
downward step by man; thorns and thistles for ever
became symbols of a wrong direction, and toiling
by the sweat of the brow the warfare to overcome
that tendency. This inherent strain has marked
man’s relation with Divine things, and the history
of the things of God has been: God moves—man
countermoves—God moves again.

As we have said, the prophetic function stands at
the centre of this conflict. It is here that the second
of the two Scriptures at the head of this chapter has
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its place. Indeed, it is here that Stephen’s martyr-
dom comes in.

“Which of the prophets did not your fathers
persecute?”

Because the fulfilment of this kind of ministry
means an unrelenting stand against the incorrigible
desire to play down to the easy level, those who
have this ministry committed to them are not popu-
lar, and—like Jeremiah—are looked upon as really
not concerned for people’s interests. This is prob-
ably why Jeremiah, like Moses and Isaiah, did
shrink from such ministry. When Jeremiah said to
the Lord: “1I am a child; 1 cannot speak™, he re-
ferred to his sense of not having the prophetic
qualifications of the prophet—to “speak™. The
ministry for him held none of the attraction of
preaching, as preaching has for so many. It had to
be thrust upon Jeremiah against his own sense of
insufficiency, for Jeremiah well knew what he would
be up against as a Prophet; and he got what he ex-
pected. But, the very survival of these Prophets
through all that they encountered shows that God
was with them; that He had called them; and that
their ministry was of particular importance and
value to Him.

The ministry of recovery of lost values, lost
standards, and lost spiritual measure is a lonely
way for those in it, The Prophets were very lonely
men, and their ministry was very costly.

If Jeremiah did feel himself to be so inadequate
and such a “child ” alongside of the big situation to
be met, the Lord—while doubtless appreciating his
sense of insufficiency-—would not allow His servant
to limit Him (God) to Jeremiah’s measure. It is one
of the paradoxes of Scripture that, while the Lord
takes care to have His servants weak and empty in
themselves, He will not permit them to excuse or
exempt themselves on the ground of this insuffi-
ciency. So, an Apostle will cry out of an over-
whelming sense of inadequacy: “ Who is sufficient
for these things?” and then answer his own cry:
“Qur sufficiency is of God.” Jeremiah had the an-
swer 1o his cry of weakness in: *“I have this day set
thee over the nations.” The voice of this Prophet,
and all the Prophets, says:

“ My strength is made perfect in weakness.”

We must not forget that the Books of Ezra,
Nehemiah, Zechariah, and more, are the definite
result of the ministry of Jeremiah. (See 11 Chron-
icles xxxvi. 22 and Ezrai. 1.)

But remember also that Jeremiah’s ministry and
sufferings were vindicated in the Remnant, First the
Remnant that returned to rebuild the temple and
wall, and Jerusalem. Yes, but not only that tem-
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poral Remnant, but an eternal spiritual remnant,
for the Apostle Paul uses this very truth in his
argument concerning the inclusion of a remnant of
Israel in the heavenly Zion, the New Isracl (Romans
ix. 27— 33). True, he quotes Isaiah, but, as we have
indicated, the whole of the ministry of all the
Prophets related to God’s recovery movement; and
that recovery is always in Remnants. May not the
Overcomers of the Revelation be the Remnant at
the end, embodying God’s full mind? It is in those
early chapters of the Revelation that we see that
downgrade tendency so evident. Let us beware of
playing down the full purpose of God. The false
Prophets of Isracl were not false in the sense that
they never had been called {o the Prophetic min-
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istry. They were men who had been in the School
of the Prophets; academically trained, and heirs of
the tradition of Elijah, Elisha, etc. They were false
in the sense of declension, compromise, time-
serving; using their office officially and not spiritn-
ally; to gain popularity, men of policy and not
principle; secking to be men-pleasers, and to keep
on pleasant terms with the people; not true at great
cost to their trust and responsibility.

The criterion of our ministry at the end will be:
‘ Did the people of God really gain eternally by our
having been with thent, or did they lose what God
wanted them to have?’ Is the responsibility with us
or with the people? This is the inclusive “ voice ” of
all the Prophets.

{To be continued)

“LOOKING UNTO JESUS”

“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up” (Isaiah
vi. 1).

“I have set the Lord always before me” (Psalm
xvi. §).

“ Looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews xii. 2).

THE only thing that matters in this life, and the
next, is Christlikeness. I suppose Isaiah is one of
the most Christlike men in the Bible, not only in his
personal demeanour, for that is only a part of
Christlikeness, but in his speech, which is another
part, and in his work and ministry. Was there ever
one who with such power—not only in his day, but
right up to our day--has made Christ so real to us
as Isaiah has?

CHRISTLIKENESS BY LOOKING AT THE
LORD

Now spiritual things, like natural things, work on
a basis of cause and effect. We are always seeking
after the effect. We want to be Christlike, and we
want to make Christ real to others. Isaiah did that,

‘but in his sixth chapter he discloses the cause that

produced the effect, and the cause is very simple,
though, at the same fime, very profound: “I saw
the Lord ™. There is no other way. We are not madc
Christlike by looking at others, however godly they
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1fnay be, nor by condemning others because of their
aults.

There is a difference of opinion as to what Isaiah
meant when he timed this vision by saying that it
was * in the year that king Uzziah died ’. Some think
that Isaiah bad a great admiration for Uzziah, and
it was not until Uzziah was taken out of the way
that he could see the Lord. Others think that, be-
cause of Uzziah’s sin, Isaiah was very critical and
apt to exalt himself at Uzziah’s expense, and then,
when Uzziah died, he found that, after all, he was
no better. Both of those things may be true of him.
They are certainly true of us. We do not become
Christlike by looking at men, however much we
find of the Lord in another, and however much we
may admire and be attracted and feel that we are
inspired by others. When we are in their presence
we are at our best. They mean so much to us that
they somehow seem to draw out something in us.
But that does not last when they are not with us,
and we would not like them to know just what we
are like when they do not see us. Is it not strange
that we are so sensitive to the opinion of others
whom we admire, and yet we seem to be so un-
moved by the fact that the Lord has His eye upon
us all the time? No, looking upon others will never
make us Christlike,

Nor will being busy in the service of the Lord
make us Christlike. Tsaiah was that. Chapter vi was
not the beginning of what wc may call, in New
Testament terms, his active Christian life, but it



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WITNESS ‘AN’B ‘2& Tr%%ﬁ*ﬁ@fb?{l‘?

ﬁ%@%@%‘ﬁ seeeéet@P

@fcﬂ
WEW@FWWFSF@N

iu: ig'ﬁ i;e’l -r-.*.&ip o\ eceaate
3 j&'. , ,‘ N v;l

l ‘ j: : ! i %}H ”! i ?}T
Ih -.t" : j +3 1? !
| i ot SedFFthadtva

22
JA
' () ||’| Hl'\l :-
’ N R

'»‘ HI ey I

i ﬁ"-‘_ I(Jl
Im‘

S HICIm ﬁ‘ B




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

(b) Transforming

But it was not only a humbling vision. As we
know, it was one of mighty transformation. That is
the wonderful thing about being humbled by the
Lord. In the days of the Gospels, whenever any
sincere-hearted soul caught a real glimpse of the
Lord Jesus Christ, they fell down in a deep sense
of their own personal need, but they never ran away
from Him, however sinful and vile they felt, and
however pure and holy they realized Him to be.
Soimehow there was born in their hearts the sense
that they must come closer. Because they are so vile
and because He is so holy, they must come closer,
and whenever they did their vileness disappeared
and the Lord communicated His own life and heal-
ing to their needy souls. If any other man touched a
leper, he canght the leprosy. When Christ touched
‘the leper He banished the leprosy, and it is like
that—a transforming vision.

{c) Inspiring

And it is an inspiring vision. Isaiah went out in
the strength of this. Those three little words that are
found throughout the chapter present, in quite a
striking way, the phases. the aspects, of this vision.
First of all, it is “woe’ (verse 5)—the way of his
own humbling. Then it is *lo’ (verse 7)—the ‘Lo’
of His transforming power. And then it is “go’
(verse 9). Isaiah went, and wherever he went he was
inspired by this vision of the Lord.

We should be exercised in this matter: that we
should be those who go in the strength of such a
vision, that we should see the Lord for ourselves.
Not just secing Him in other people, for that is not
enough; not knowing the presence of the Lord in a
meeting, for that is mot enough; and not just in
some way seeing the Lord through a message. These
are all converging on the point, but the point is
higher than them all. It is a matter of personal,
face to face, heart to heart, dealings with our
blessed, risen Saviour and King. Isaiah spoke, and
he spoke with power in a way which made the Lord
so real to other people becanse the Lord was so real
to him. And I pray that we may never speak in
terms of some general ldea of vision, but may learn
to speak as those who have come hot from the
presence of a personal vision of our risen Lord.
Otherwise we are wasting our time——and how much
time we have all wasted! Not that we did not give
the truth, and not that we wzre not doing something
sincerely, but it lacked that blessed element that
comes, not from seeking and praying over a mes-
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sage, but from having a personal maintained vision
and relationship with the Lord. Every day in which
you go out to face life, to touch other people with-
out being in the strength of such a vision, is a
wasted day. I do not care whether it is a good day
or a bad day. I do not care whether you are feeling
that you have made a mess of it and it has been a
failure, or you feel you have done rather well. In
either case it is a wasted day unless you can in
honesty say: “When I went cut to that, I went out
as one who was seeing the Lord. “ 1 saw the Lord”
for myself.’

A MAINTAINED LOOK AT THE
ENTHRONED LORD

This was the one basic experience of Isaiah’s
life, and it needs to be ours. But, as we read in the
Psalms, it is not merely a past experience in the
background, but it has to be a constant attitude of
heart. Isaiah, as it were, came up against the Lord,
and we need to do that, But the Psalmist says:
‘Every day, every hour, my attitude is that I keep
the Lord well in view’—“] have set the Lord
always before me , and it is that which the Apostle
is exhorting us to do when he says: “Looking
unto Jesus ™. It is keeping the enthroned Lord in
view,

As I have said, we somehow are very indifferent
to the fact that God sees us; it does not seem to
make any difference to us. Man is such a fallen
creature, so out of touch with heavenly things, that,
regenerate or not, the fact that God is everywhere
does not make any difference. What Isaizh saw
exactly T do not know, but I do know that for us it
is not merely that God is everywhere in a general
way. It is that the Lord Jesus, who bled and died
for s at Calvary, is now given that place in the
throne high and lifted up, and that every deviation
from holiness and every act of self-will, every harsh
thought and every unsanctified part of our lives, is
a direct affront to Him and to His throne, and He is
our King. “I saw the Lord . . . high and lifted
up 7, but that Lord “high and lified up’ is Jesus.
“Looking unto Jesus.” It is not just in general
terms. We have come to know God in the person of
Jesus Christ. Your Jesus who loves you and whom
vou love has been put by God high above every-
thing, high above everybody, and we need to be
constantly exercised to keep Him in view in that
way, and to see that everything really is brought
into subjection to Him. It is a maintained vision in
which the Lord Jesus is always given the first place.
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Surely that is the secret. We can trust the min-
istry with the Lord, and we can trust our whole life
with the Lord, and, according to this pattern of
Isaiazh, we can trust the enemy with the Lord. This
is the place of power, this is the place of transform-
ing of character, this is the place of a fruitful min-
istry—the place which keeps the Lord Jesus in view.

As we face a new situation we most of us look to
God for a promise. We look to Him in the sense of
asking Him and trusting Him that He will do some-
thing for us. That is right, but I want to suggest to
you that we shall find the Lord deing all sorts of
new and wonderful things if we can co-operate from
our side, and instead of saying: ‘Well, will the
Lord do this?’, or *Is it possible that He will do

that?’, we say: ‘Lord, by Thy grace, I am going to
keep Thee in view,” May we not have that as our
holy purpose: by His grace to have a new aware-
ness of the eminence and the glory of the risen
Christ? We shall find that Christ will be known and
exalted and manifest through us. I think perhaps
the responsibility is not so much on God’s side as
on our side, and that is what the Lord is saying:
‘You can leave this matter of faithfulness with
Me. I will see to that. You can leave the promises
to Me. You can choose one, and you shall have it,
but leave that with Me. But there is one side that
belongs to you . . . “Looking unto Jesus®”.
God help us, for His Name’s sake!
H. F.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PERSON
AND MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE PETER (II)

WE have already seen that Peter, as the first of
the twelve Apostles, represents the link between the
former Israel, which forfeited the Kingdom of God,
and the new Israel, which inherits the Kingdom.
The Lord Jesus said to the Israel of old, in the cul-
mination of that dispensation: *The kingdom of
God shall be taken away from you, and shall be
given 1o a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof”
(Matthew xxi, 43). Peter represents that transition,
and in a very real way is the link between the two.

In turning to Peter’s first Ietter we have begun to
see something of what this new Israel is: its nature,
character, position, function and vocation. All of
these are so clearly set forth in Peter himself, both
as to his personal history and his ministry. We are
not going over the ground again which we have
already covered, but will just take the matter up
where we left off.

THE TRANSITION

I must, however, repeat and re-emphasize one
ihing which must be kept very much to the fore in
our minds in this matter. It is how Peter himself in
his own life, in his being, through his experience and
spiritual history embodied all that which Jesus
came to initiate: this new heavenly and spiritnal

56

Israel. It is a matter that has impressed me so
greatly, and does so more and more as I rcad what
Peter wrote. At almost every point in his letter, not
only in the verses, but in the very clauses, there is
something of what the Lord Jesus intended by His
teaching and His work, by His coming, in relation
to this new Israel. This is very impressive, and I do
want you to keep that in mind all the time, because,
while it is very interesting to know that one Israel
belongs to a past dispensation and another one has
taken its place, the important thing is that every
one who belongs to this new heavenly nation, this
Israel of God, has to embody the truth of that
Israel, for that is the first and fundamental thing
that Peter says. What Peter went through in order
to become a personal expression of this preat new
dispensation reality! What pains the Lord took
with that man in order that he should pass from the
realm of mere teaching—though it were the teach-
ing of the Lord Himself—into being that teaching!
So that is what we must underline fo begin with,
and it is the thing that really concerns us. I think
you will see how real and true that is, both in
Peter’s case and in ours, as we proceed.

We bave read the first verses of Peter’s first
Letter and noticed the beginning of this wonderful
changeover, this transition, this passage from the
old to the new. The wonderful thing, of course,
which covers it all, includes it all, is the change
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that? “If Joshua had given them rest, he would
not have spoken afterward of another day. There
remaineth therefore a sabbath rest for the people
of God.” And that throws back to, what? The
wilderness, and the intended rest of the land. It is
saying: ‘In the wilderness the whole nature of
things was manifold triais.” Was that true? There
were indeed manifold trials in the wilderness, and
how many those trials were! They were supremely
trials of faith every time. If you saw that wilderness
you would understand that from thg sheer physical
side it could well be a place of manifold trials. I
have crossed it quite a number of times by air, and
have looked down and said: ‘ My word, forty years
in that!” That could put you to the test even physic-
ally, and to be tried in relation to God in an arid,
desolate desert like that for forty years was some-
thing! But what was happening? It was a battle
with their souls through the trials. You know what
the soul is! It was a battle with their minds; their
minds about God, their thoughts, their ideas, their
reasoning, their judgments, and all that goes on in
the mind. It was a battle with their feelings, and
there is plenty of ground for feelings to have a very
large place there! Tt was a battle with their choices :
whai they would choose. How truly it was a soul
battle; whether their souls were going to be saved,
that is, delivered, brought out from all this, or
whether through their souls they were going to be
defeated and lost. And so it proved for that genera-
tion—their sonls were lost in that wilderness, and
not saved.

Peter is referring to this when he says that “the
end of your faith, throvgh manifold trials, is the
salvation of your souls.

Now, you need not go back to Peter, nor to the
old Israel, nor to the wildemness. Come back here
into yourself. Is it not trne, dear friends, that the
whole battleground of the spiritual life is here in
our minds, in our feelings, and in our choices? Is it
not a battle between ours and God's? “ My thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord ” (Isaiah lv. 8). There is a vast
expanse between God’s thoughts and ours! “For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.” There are two kingdoms, the
earthly and the heavenly, and naturally we belong
to the earthly. And I say that on this side is the
mentality that is ours—and that is only another
word for one of the three aspects of our souls: the
mentality. the thought realm, the reasoning realm,
the way we judge things, we interpret things men-
tally. That alone is a battleground through all trial.

58

Get into trial, be put to it, and see what a battle
you are precipitated into as to how you look at it,
how you judge it, how you explain it! In the end
you simply have to throw it on one side and say:
‘1f 1 lean to my own understanding I am lost, for 1
cannot. T have no understanding here to lean to. 1
am lost, but either I go out with my inability to
understand God’s ways with me at this time, or I
believe God. I have faith in God where 1 cannot
understand.” Is that easy? Is that a battle? You
know it is if you are put in manifold trials!

1t is the same over our feelings when we are in
the trials. How they get worked up! What we feel
about it, ahout God’s ways and dealings with ms,
and what we would do, how we would exercise our
power of choice and volition if it were left with us.
Oh, we would quit this to start with, and then we
would do a lot of other things rather than this. That
is the soul! And Peter says here: ‘The end of the
manifold trials is the salvation of your souls.’

We must understand this, though it is very diffi-
cult. But I am saying this out of a little experience
—1it is not just theory.

The soul has been the seat of all the trouble since
Adam capitulated his soul to Satan. All the way
through, in human life and in human nature, the
soul has been the seat of all the trouble since the
beginning, when Satan made his focused attack
upon the soul, the reasoning, the thinking power,
and drew Adam out in his mind and upon his de-
sires, his feelings. *It is good. It will be good for
you.” And then, of course, his act, when he cap-
tured Adam’s soul. Adam capitulated his soul into
the power of Satan, and the scul has been under
that power ever since and always is in unregenerate
humanity. In the believer, the regenerate humanity,
the discipline begins here in the soui. The change-
over begins here by manifold trials.

The soul is just our selfhood. That is a big word!
Selfhood—seM-interest . . . a thousand ‘selfs” all
in one. Our minds, our feelings, our actions all
being governed, controlled by a principle in our
human nature which is self.

Now look at what Peter is saying! Does this
represent a big conversion in the case of this man?
Jesus said to him : “ When once thou art converted ™
(Luke xxii. 32)— and what a conversion of a disciple
who had had all the teaching, and seen all the works
of Jesus, but who had not yet been converied in the
real sense. The translation says: ““ When once thou
hast turned again™, but that is the same word. It is
conversion, and a tremendous conversion had
taken place in this man. Now he is on the other side
of it, but he is still in the battie and is telling the
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to our readers something which we felt fo be of
special value from other servants of God. This goes
as far back as Dr, F. B. Meyer. In recent times,
more than once the voice of Dr. Tozer has echoed
through these pages.

In 1918 — 1919 a series of books appeared from
the pen of a then well-known teacher of the Word.

MAY —JUNE, 1966

From one of these, “ Liberty In Christ”, we have
taken the following. We believe that it will be a
help 10 many of the Lord's people, and has a real
message for the present time, (The books referred
to are long out of print.)

EDITOR.

LIBERTY IN CHRIST (I)

“THE GRACE OF CHRIST” (Galatians i. 6)

THE substance of the message of Paul to the
churches of Galatia is found in the words “Our
liberty which we have in Christ” (ii. 4). We pur-
pose, therefore, to inquire into the meaning of that
expression. As one meditates upon it, such ques-
tions as the following arise in the mind: What is
the nature of the “liberty ” referred to? How is it
secured, and how enjoyed? What are the dangers
that threaten it? and how may one who has re-
ceived it be brought again “into bondage”? or be
“ entangled again with the yoke of bondage "7 It
will surely be found both interesting and profitable
to seek light from the Word of God upon these
matters; and in this quest the reader of these pages
is invited to join.

There is special need for such an inquiry as this,
because of the uncertainty among God’s people as
to the precise nature of their liberty in Christ, and
as to what they have been freed from.

That the Epistle to the Galatians has to do
chiefly with our liberty in Christ, and that {ts pur-
pose is to safeguard that precious liberty by raising
a warning against the dangers which threaten to rob
us of it, is easily seen. The contrast between
“liberty ™ and “bondage™ rums all through the
Epistle. Moreover, the conclusion which the apostle
draws from the remarkable “allegory™ in chapter
iv is that “we are not children of the bondwoman
but of the free™; he having shown by the com-
parison between Abraham’s two families, that
whereas the earthly Jerusalem “is in bondage with
her children™, the “Jerusalem which is above is
free, which is the mother of us all ™ (iv. 25, 26, 31).
Furthermore, this allegory gives occasion for the
stitring exhortation addressed to the people of
God: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage ™ (v. i). And again a
little further on it is said: “For, brethren, ye have
been called unto iberty” (v. 13).
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The same idea of the liberty wherewith Christ
has made us free is expressed in other forms of
words. Thus, a parallel to the phrase “called unto
liberty” is found in chapter i, verse 6, in the ex-
pression “called . . . into the gracc of Christ”.
These parallel expressions afford much help in our
efforts to arrive at the meaning of the Spirit’s mes-
sage in this portion of Scripture. Believers are
“cailed into” (or unto} something which is de-
scribed as “ our liberty in Christ”, and also as “ the
grace of Christ”, as “ the trith of the gospel ™, and
again as “ the faith of the Son of God ”, and by yet
other phrases. That which calls them into this new
state of existence (a state as different from the old
as liberty is different from bondage) is “the
gospel ”.

The one who thus “called ” the Galatians was
Paul the apostle, as appears by the words: “1 mar-
vel that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ” (i. 6); and by
the words: “This persuasion cometh not of Aim
that calleth you” (v. 8).

It further appears that the word “liberty ”, as
used in this portion of Scripture, defines the condi-
tions of life and the privileges that pertain to chil-
dren in a household, as contrasted with the condi-
tion of bondservants. By taking notice of these
leading points we shall find it comparatively easy
to understand the scope of the Epistle as a whole,
and to understand also certain passages which
otherwise would be cbscure or even meaningless.

But there is a matter to which we ought to give
earnest heed, and which is of greater importance
even than the meaning of the Scripiures we propose
to study; and that is the lesson those Scriptures are
iatended to convey. By the lesson we mean that
which is given for the purpose of shaping our con-
duct, of directing us in the doing of the will of God,
and conforming us in our behaviour to the image of
His Son. God’s communications to men have cver a
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practical object; and this important fact we deem it
necessary to emphasize as strongly as possible,
since it is often overlooked. It is natural for men to
seek knowledge or information for its own sake, for
the pleasure which the quest of knowledge gives,
and for the satisfaction which the possession of it
imparts. For “knowledge puffeth up ™ (I Corinth-
ians viii. 1); and this is true of Bible knowledge as
of other sorts.

On the other hand, it is quite contrary to the
nature of man to seek information from God for
the purpose of doing God's will in place of his own.
Hence man will listen with interest and even pleas-
ure to addresses in which Scriptures are expounded,
dispensations are explained, prophecies interpreted,
and the like; but “they will not endure sound doc-
trine” (11 Timothy iv. 3). A writer, commenting on
Stephen’s address and the quiet attention given by
his hearers to the first part of it, says: “Up to this
point the argument was interesting. People will
always admire an academic sermon which leaves
themselves untouched.” And this trait of human
nature is well understood by preachers who have an
eye to the advantages of popularity. There are those
who, by judicious selection of themes, and care in
the manner of preaching them, can even be to a
certain extent scriptural and at the same time
“please men ”. But Paul was not a preacher of that
sort, and here we have the striking proof of it in
that the Galatians, whom he had called into the
grace of Christ, were being removed or drawn away
from him, and for the reason that he sought not to
please men; “for ™, he said, “if I yet pleased men, I
should not be the servant of Christ ” (i. 10).

We are deeply convinced that the people of God
are suffering woefully at this present moment for
lack of teaching; and not only for lack of real
“teaching ™ in the Bible sense of that word, but
because also they are being plentifully supplied
from pulpit and platform. and by means of books
and magazines, with something called “ teaching ”,
which in fact is not teaching at all. There are at this
time in their hands many readable and interesting
expositions of Galatians, Ephesians, and other por-
tions of the Word of God, which practically ignore
the lessons thereof. Such expositions are worse than
useless; for they make the people of God think
they are being raughz, when in fact the teaching,
which is the vital thing, is slighted, if not altogether
omitted.

We believe that what is chiefly lacking in the
ministry the people of God are receiving at the
present time is feaching, and that the evils which
are manifest among us are due largely to that lack,
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We read of Ezra that he had * prepared his heart
to seek the Jaw of the Lord and to do it, and to
teach in Israel statutes and judgments” (Bzra vii.
10). So likewise the Lord Jesus Christ, when He
opened His mouth and “taught” His disciples,
gave them—not expositions of the Scriptures or
interesting addresses thercon, but—the command-
ments which they were to keep (Matthew v. 2). And
it is recorded that when He had finished His say-
ings, “the people were astonished at His doctrine
(i.e. teaching); for He raught them as One having
authority ” (Matthew vii. 28, 29),

Briefly, then, “teaching” consists in telling the
people of God what they ought to do; and the quali-
fied “teacher” is one who himself does the things
which he teaches. Ezra sought the law of the Lord
first to do it himself, and then to ieach others.
Christ promises rewards to those who “do and
teach” His commandments (Matthew v. 19). He
Himself is the great Fxample in all things. He
spent thirty years doing the things that were well-
pleasing in the sight of God before He began to
teach, Hence Luke refers to “all that Jesus began
to do and teach ™ (Acts i. 1).

Paul was such a teacher. He wrote to the Cor-
inthians concerning Timothy, saying: “He shall
bring you into remembrance of my ways which be
in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church™ (1
Corinthians tv. 17), Timothy was equipped for this
task, for Paul could write to him : “ Thou hast fully
known my doctrine, manner of life, faith”, etc. (I1
Timothy iii. 10). To the Philippians he said:
“Those things which ye have both learned and re-
ceived and heard, and seen in me, do ™ (Philippians
iv. 9).

The teaching, then, or in other words, “ the doc-
trine of Christ” which Paul pressed so earnestly
upon the Gatatians, had to do not with arthodox
views concerning the ground on which sinners are
forgiven, but with the manner in which the children
of God ought to live. Such indeed is the “ doctrine ”
of all the Scriptures; for while” that which is vari-
ously called “the doctrine of Christ” or “the
apostles” doctrine ”, or “the doctrine of God our
Saviour”, or the “sound doctrine ™, is one com-
plete body of truth, it comprehends many details,
some being found in one part of the Word and some
in another. But whosoever they be, and wheresoever
they are found, their purposc always is the perfect-
ing of the saints in the doing of the will of God our
¥ather. For God purposes to have a family of chil-
dren having the family likeness of His own Son, as
He Himself said: * For whosoever shall do the will
of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIVIDUALS

This Gospel, as you know, is very largely a story
of individual contacts with the Lord Jesus. There is
quite a series of such personal and individual con-
tacts with the Lord Jesus, or contacts of the Lord
Jesus with them, recorded in this Gospel. It is very
instructive and very helpful to note the use of indi-
viduals and of individual history which the Lord
made and took up, to provide some of the most
significant things that He ever said. We are not
going, of course, to follow this through, but I want
{0 point it out, because I feel that it holds some-
thing of great value for you and for me.

You will recall some of these individuals, the
first of whom was Nathanael. That interview be-
tween the Lord;and Nathanael produced something
very wonderful. The Lord took up that man’s his-
tory and used it for values which continue to this
very time. We will leave that for the moment.

Next was Nicodemus—and everybody knows
about Nicodemus! -How the Lord took up that
man’s personal history and usad it for tremendous
purpose, very great value, Everybody will agree that
that part of the Gospel which is now marked off as
chapter iii, if it were taken ‘out of the Bible, would
represent a very great loss indeed. But you must
remember that all that we have in that wonderful
so-called third chapter of John, so rich, so full, so
deep, is the product of the contact of the Lord with
an individual. The Lord is taking hold of one per-
son’s spiritual life and history and using it.

You come next to that which is going to engage
our attention especially at this time, in what is
marked as chapter iv: this woman of Samaria.
Whar an interview! And what a lot the Lord made
of that woman’s history! What a lot came out
when that woman, who miglit never have become
a part of history on record, came into touch with
the Lord Jesus! And it was all because He came
into touch with her. It was a tremendous thing. A
person like that, of so little worth and account
amongst the people of this world. She would be
utterly despised, ignored, set aside. But because the
Lord Jesus came into touch with that life she is on
record for two thousand years, and we don’t know
how much longer——certainly for eternity.

We pass from chapter iv to that poor fellow at
the Pool of Bethesda. Indeed, he was a neglected
man. He was not counted of much significance.
Everybody forced their way in front of him and
pushed him into the back, out of sight and out of
account. But when the Lord Jesus touched that
man’s life he comes into history.
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And so you go on, coming on to the man born
blind—and what a story that is, occupying this
large section covered by the whole of chapters viii
and ix! There is the man—and you know what the
people of the day thought about him! As the story
unfolds you see that they had not much room for
him. Indeed, they said: “Thou wast altogether
born in sins, and dost thou teach us?” (John ix.
34). “*Who are you to have anything to say at all?
How dare you!” Well, that was the value of that
man in their eyes. But the Lord Jesus came into
touch with that life, and here he is—one of the
Bible characters. And when the Bible takes up a
person that is no small thing, is it? The Bible gives
eternal values.

And through you go until you come to Lazarus.
Here is another individual—and what an immense
thing that the Lord came into touch withamanina
little village some five or six miles, or perhaps less,
outside Jerusalem, and in that little home! It is an
immortal story, but is made that because the Lord
Jesus touched that life.

Now, I think you see the point. There are tre-
mendous values to be taken up and carried on from
any life and any personal history when the Lord
Jesus really gets His hand on that life. It is a simple
thing, but very encouraging. If ali these people were
amongst the world’s great and recognized and
honourable, well, our hearts would sink and we
would say: ‘All right—but that does not apply to
me.” But when you take up some of these people, at
least (even if you are not an important Nicodemus),
the thing still applies because it is just what the
Lord is doing now. And all I am wanting to say
about this at the outset is that it is something to
note in this Gospel: that when the Lord Jesus gets
His hand upon a life--and it may be an insignificant
life—and when He gets His hand upon a man or a
woman, who may be of no account, humanly speak-
ing, He makes eternal history out of that life, He
Jays hold of their own history and turns it into His
history. That is tremendous! Your history, perhaps,
could not be poorer than that of the woman of
Samaria or that man at the Pool of Bethesda, but
He will take hold of it and turn it into the history of
Jesus Christ. That is what it amounts to.

Well, that is something to begin with. But
another thing 1 would have you note is what Jesus
said to these people. Not only His touch upon their
lives, but what He said. You know, dear friends,
we have not yet fathomed the depths of what Jesus
said to any of these people. That is no exaggeration
~—it is quite true.

To Nathanael: “ Ye shall see the heaven opened,
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and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of man” (John i. 51). Have you
fathomed that? Have you exhausted that? I am
coming back to that in a moment.

To Nicodemus: Oh, what shall we say about all
these things that the Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus?
About the work of the Holy Spirit in new birth, the
nature of new bicth—"" That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
Spirit” (John iii, 6)}—and all the other things. And
what tremendous things they were! You and I have
not exhausted them. I just wonder how many ser-
mons have been preached on John iii. 16 in the last
two thousand years, and still they are doing it! And
it is very rarely that exactly the same thing is said
over and over again. There 1s always something new
and something more. Then: “ As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness . . .’ and so on. Per-
haps the profoundest thing that He said to Nico-
demus was: “If I told you earthly things and ye
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you
heavenly things?” (Joha iii. 12). Things beyond the
capacity and possibility of the learned man in
Israel! That is what it amounts to. Have you fath-
omed that? Have you got to the bottom of that?

Now, my point i3 that wealth like that is brought
out of a touch'with an individual. The hand of the
Lord Jesus upon an individual can bring all that
out,

And what about this woman of Samaria and the
things the Lord Jesus said to her? We are going to
see something of that, because we shall be focusing
upon that particularly.

And so you go on—and how true it is in the case
of Lazarus! For it was out of this episode of
Lazarus that there came that mighty statement:
“I am the resurrection and the life” (John xi. 25).
Resurrection and life : not some #iing or some hap-
pening, but a Person. We have never fathomed that
yet! The Church has been drawing upon that for
these many centuries, and you and I should be
drawing upon it. Some of us have been doing so for
many years unto living experience—the Resurrec-
tion and the Life as a Person indwelling us, now,
here. The rebuke, you notice, was to the sister of
Lazarus. She said: “ I know that he shall rise again
in the resurrection at the last day” (John xi. 24).
Are you putting it to the future? Are you making it
something remote from the presont? “Iam”. There
may be a great resurrection day, but for spiritual
values resurrection and life are a present experi-
ence to be drawn upon every day.

T say that these are wonderful things that the
Lord Jesus said to these individuals. I want to make
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this application because I feel it is quite right to do
so. It 1s not error, not false, and not a mistake to
say that the Lord Jesus is making history by His
hand being upon us. And if He can get His hand
upon us He will draw out spiritual values from these
ives which will be for the good of His people. Just
as these people were made to produce these values
of light and revelation and truth and power for the
church for all the ages, so, in a measure and in a
sense, the Lord can draw values out of your life and
mine for His people, beyond anything that we could
produce—but for that hand of God upon us. Have
you got hold of that? Is it not helpfal? It is en-
couraging,

Well; when we have said that—and you can see
that it is a good field in which to work quite profit-
ably—we come to this particular case of the woman
at Samaria to learn something from these words
which we have read in John iv.

THE GREAT CONTRASTS

I want to focus your attention upon these con-
tragting words: “Neither . . . nor . . . but”,
“ Neirther in this mountain, sor in Jerusalem . . .
but in spirit and truth.” Not this, nor that, but . . .
Not here, nor there, but . . . That is the heart of
things here. Now let us analyse this whole state-
ment. “ The hour cometh, and now is.” The hour?
The hour has arrived. That word ‘hour’, as you
probably know, is used in different ways in the New
Testament. It is used literally of the hour of sixty
minutes. It is also used in the same way as the
word ‘day’ is used—of a dispensation: “In that
day” (John xvi. 23), referring to some longer period
of time than twelve hours. It is a dispensational
day. In the same way as ‘day’ is used figuratively,
so the Lord was using here the word ‘hour’. ¥ The
hour cometh, and row is’’—it has arrived. A new
dispensational period bas come. It is here. Note
that.

All this is very much in keeping with the way in
which the Lord used this phrase: “In that day”,
when He was speaking about the coming of the
Holy Spirit. The hour’ and “day’ are identical in
the Lord’s meaning.

Now, what is this day that had come with the
Lord Jesus but the coming of the Lord Jesus Him-
self? He says it quite emphatically: a pew day,ora
new hour, has come. We have now entered upon a
new period in this world’s history. What is it? Of
course, as to the actual period, it is undoubtedly
from the first advent of the Lord Jesus to His
coming again. That is the dispensational new day,
or hour, to which the Lord Jesus referred. He was



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TE§TIM9NY

a i meﬁest INewy ¢ s 3
N i G
t&iugtga i @ i
e & E&k&a ﬁf o ;
B s
‘] B
g 5
ol
K o | ¢ =
i (Y NEUY = oI
%“ﬂg 'ﬁ . A e e
X : |
£ & . 5@, - E e o 8 g s
vt gl
iR .
| i ¥
& Bfe. &0 . e

i iR ection. and 2Ets the %MM&%%%N@M@&%&

m Ne, 3 heé 1] E T .
y ¢ % lf. i u 'a’nfn o Pu fi
| . e !'é, iy M 0 S
; 0 L-
: b m:**.‘.1 Hﬁ‘» o ,M-.w%:, i
Wi . i
B o TR e e U A o o N A .""" ik




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

MRY—TtNE, "1

;w%?fiiﬁ

RO b !'"" sullise e .
PR

foun atl neh new digpansation Theat ls‘wmtqmecnmlmm

at IS %H%‘&? w.‘) | tj:,‘ bl 2. Jf;ﬂ "A 5 “ 'mme 'FS ﬂ]§

hasiz 1 E iy :é'r".'n‘ ",‘ |'| Nigtinana , iir)i 'w ! zmg)

i :!’ i3 . F QG e ' nl 1
at 1s, @A%g S shall see  Kome _,. o
en o, eﬂ, i\ ’;A 8 D AKCAEANE @Y ANE X :;u-u.. ‘-\: (%n” 4—0%}}:% WW%S’GEVET

Wﬁﬁ‘a l%wrm M :"‘:‘y' ’nﬂlm”"\u" . A
And that’s et He i spries to =
e T e
Slgpsg in s aa

i
%m :{HS& V%

911{




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WATNESS AND A SNy

g;ﬁ‘ E‘aﬂ:@"

Eéﬁ ?ﬂ JHe s ':.«f,?‘
Feal Batlre o 1 1 SRLAL

THE GHURCH AND 1I'HE @HUR‘CWE%

That is
reh
an

elr%qs
mms}a

\imim ()3

@:«9 n
reveafo S vt B Lo
THE HEAVENS QPENED

- w%mmmmmm L




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

W:W,_lfgee

éﬂOU
@ﬁVéﬂ
ﬁeVéf US@

g’% % f
msuﬂfi %*3615
(ﬁ‘t’) o Bt

‘A‘é‘kﬁ@W‘tﬁB@EMﬁNﬁ
R B TR §

EeliSI

hla, ellﬁqm’@l’f&% 155

rr(ghtﬁ) Tie b et B&hﬁﬁﬁ&m

, Brenzikofen (Switzerland) Sw FEotal: C$30:69.

oy o
ﬁi 'S ‘I.“'.y’ ?eﬁig&? I)C,\Z'Sw enesg\f/{v gtachgv%%*cs 699(\)/8y
iy Y Grosseto, Italy Lxre1000 Total: Sw.Fcs.69.00.

: “‘;7‘!! ; t?a lh 'nt } c ruary and March, 1966,
SOUih SRelis £1, £1. SWik- %gé ﬁ% & nexi issu

lary and March, 1966,
the hoxt iasue

fts receive
b6 ackrowle


http://Sw.Fcs.19
http://Sw.Fcs.35
http://Sw.Fcs.15
http://Sw.Fcs.69

Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

WHNESS AND TESTIMONY LITERATURE

GGB‘%%WNA%\Q%%

eng%am AND WAL . .
$0

60) WHAT IS A GHRISHANZ 1, 3@’5“11

6 per dozen

‘@ THE FOUNDATIONS OF AN BREMBUBRK ozen
50,

e '; %lél\l EXEMPLARY- B
THE \J{Ai ' ' 2d° %

Bﬁﬁ‘jg E#%%?%”&?&@E

A .:' :A ANP THE ‘or 1/6p

KREISS CHRIST 6 Pdoz n
2oy
RHaiR TH-HI SELngP°’d°

CHRIST OUR LIFE . 9d perd ozen

WEe B HiS 8&8&9‘ V

WE BEHELB HIS & e

ELVERS 1‘3% ﬁmﬁ »Antrger covers g Ib)é‘fé]r St

R 68% @%ﬁ. %
PLONBMABFORETHE HEAVENLY WAY . %} e @M)]/))
RONip i ADDORIIAERL YPUAY .

meqspﬁxweanweﬁmy . %W E@&l&r

e CHYRCH'S BRAER ANB
¢ g:% YR %‘HBJM %

TrE REALVTY, OF GOB'S ISk -
e CHAELENGE OF Thix

= .Q%‘I?‘
L e ) %;m o

: '_". A: 1 ?':,‘! \ (%4&))
Ty gnw o o

Ess
8F SERVICE
IVERSALITY

it ‘eé '%‘gg@waf
g%;; g%gﬁ T%HEE‘#@N‘E |

i
UNIO WFFH CHRIST
60D BATH SPOREN .
THE WATCHWORD OF THE SON OF MAN
BETHANY - - - -

Y %xw;fws Auﬂm
{1:99)  THE WORK OF THE MIWSTRY.  VOL. I 3;/, %%

U (e i o/- 8143

Printsetd im Geste Britgiim by Billlnge and? Sonss imitedd, Guiliitirird ang? Londom



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

7

POSTAGE AND PACKING: For postage and packing please add the following to the total amount of the

books ordered;
Single copies of booklets up to 4d. each . . . . . A
” ” b 2] »” 6d' to 9d. L] L3 - . . Sd.
» ” 3 » 1/"’ to 2/_ . . . . . 7d.
» + m 3 booksup to-5/- . . . . &

>y 111 EL) E1] over 5/_ . . v . lgd.

Otherwise:—

Orders totalling less than 5/ please add . . . . . 4d. in the shilling
between 5/- and £2 please add . . o2, »

» » more than £2 please add . . . . 2/~inthe £

To the U.S.A.: Single copies of booklets up to 12 cents each please add 3 cents.
Otherwise please add 10 cents in the dollar,

b2 %

Orders for literature should be addressed to:

THE EDITOR,
WITNESS AND TESTIMONY PUBLISHERS,
30 Dunoon Road, London, S.E.23, England.
Telephone: FORest Hill 5216

Witness and Testimony literature can also be obtained from:

Almquist’s Christian Book Nook, Westmoreland Avenue Chapel,
Box 5, 1505 South Westmoreland Avenue,
Northfield, Los Angeles,

Minnesota 55057, U.S.A. California 90006, U.S.A.

Evangelical Literature Service,
(Mr. Donald J. David),

158 Purasawalkam High Road,
Madras 7, India.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

Yol 4. M. 4.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

THIS MINISTRY

1# OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of i
lite paper, isswed bi-monthly, 8 10 contriduir 1@
the Divine ead which is ed iin hie words Of

Ep;ieﬁiafﬁghgg f;?m:,,“ R 41]&% all &wiis wm m
yRity © and o mwm
 kivowleds®) oIf e S off Gl Wit @fﬂlﬁ

g@Wﬁ maa, uﬂt@ the maeasure of e statwe o
e, e f Christ: thak we R o WmRr

K is ﬁ@t @@imfaﬁm with any WNRvwement
‘Ocganization’, ‘Mission’ oF separate body
Christians, lbut i8 Jjast 2 ministy t© “all sains™. iis
going iam lsw e Pk INd ope Wit it will
50 result in a fy ﬁmea&u@@f@ﬂﬁgt&mﬁmm
hi %E levei @f spiritual iff, fdm

§ @%@ inte a Wlﬁﬁ ap feaa

m % B ea&@ %é eﬁ m
vatieﬂ %f‘ g%

mg mmistfy l§ mamt&ma by i{h LR YN Eh
Who vak i, m& i m
‘%ﬁ%@ﬂ QH‘ ut %%tg% e IBR sent e rﬂﬁ:
‘A Wi

Fil, £ e S yﬁﬂﬁaaarﬁ;
A i

i§q(§ o lenger

‘Persomal’ letiRis shoud R addrssRd @
Mir, T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

JULY=AUGUST, 1966 WL, 44. N, 4.
CONTENTS
EDITORIAL e eee e e e 73 TORBOB AND ORUS ... ... ... .. 82
THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD THE SIGWHCANGE OF THE RIRSON AND
JESUS GHRIST (V) v v v we M MINISTRY OF THE AROSTLE REEER () ... 83
THE VOICES OF THE PROPEETS (VIID) ... o H THEDERENSATION OF THEHOLY SAIRH () ... &7
“NOAH WALKED WITH co™ v 19 LIBERTY N CHIRST @) ... . 8
EPITORIAL
DRAR FEEEOW-RANELLERS, wmm:amwﬁémmm @m t@ﬂ@h

It i§ eﬁly eesa&eaally that we write personally. st ackion 1o keep

wF dlesire Bes always Bech 18 aveid drawing atier- R, il pIRRR %am 6rweaisﬁe§§ ’

tglaﬁ o g@ﬁ@iﬁ and E!nm%g%iﬁ e &ﬁlﬁiﬁfy,,g Ad 1 Al ;Qﬁﬁ%

8 eu%y ur read €f§ with e Lord and %m@wv@fy well iha% t%}mﬂ net have His glowy
fiom Hie to time, we e felt  given (o M

i{ 18 eth wf§e eﬁa % t% W¥inat, tim i %iﬁl§¥f
E%Eﬁlﬁ euffea S?IE%% ev% m@%a% F iR R @@? %@g%%

4 Kﬁg@é € ia %tm %;%E
e ﬁ“ﬁ .

%ﬁ ;E%ﬁé‘w e i a%@"‘“‘ 5:3 v
%& %%Eﬁ WQ%%% peciliat
SR, B e S

[




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

His Person and work both for and in believers;
(4) The greatness of the Church which is His Body
as essential to, and chosen for, His ultimate Self-
manifestation in fuliness and government in the
new heavens and the new earth; (5) The necessity
that all the people of God should know, not only of
salvation, but of the immense purpose of salvation
in the eternal council of God, being brought to
“full growth™ by the supply of Jesus Christ in
ample measure. We feel that the New Testament
coniains a tremendous urgency in this matter;
such urgency is summed up in the words of the
Apostle Paul: ‘““Admonishing cvery man and
teaching every man . . . that we may present every
man perfect (complete) in Christ” (Colossians
i. 28). We believe that all the sovereign activities
of the Holy Spirit are directed to and dictated by
this end and object. There may be different aspects,
but the end is single and one. The great evangelizing
and missionary efforts, in so far as they are governed
by the Holy Spirit, have this end in view. There
may be the big net cast into the sea into which fish
of every kind will be found, but a great sorting
out is going to be done by heaven. There may be a
very general sowing of the seed, but the ultimate
value will be but a proportion, which itself will be
comparative. These are parables of Christ with
principles inkerent. It is not a little impressive that
the e¢vangelist who—in his own lifetime—has
spoken to more people about Christ than any other
man in history, has written the following:

*Thousands of loyal church members . . . are
beginning to meet in prayer groups and Bible
Study classes. Multitudes of Christians within
the church are moving toward the point where
they may reject the institution that we call the
church. They are beginning to turn to more
simplified forms of worship. They are hungry for
a personal and vital experience with Jesus Christ.
They want a heart-warming personal faith.
Unless the church quickly recovers its authorita-
tive Biblical message, we may witness the spectacle
of millions of Christians going outside the insti-

tutional church to find spiritual food™ (italics ours).
—Dr, Billy Graham in World Aflame, page 89.

While we can honestly say that we have never
felt it to be a part of our commission to tell people
1o leave their church or their missions, old readers
will know how much the food question has been a
burden with us, The matter of spiritual feeding has
such a large place in the New Testament, and if
we can rightly be said to be a ‘ministry’ and not a
*Movement® or organization, this feeding of the
hungry world-wide can rightly interpret our con-
cern. This explains the ““Conferences* or “Con-
ventions™ held in many places throughout the
years, and surely it explains the Lord’s blessing
upon them. But, after all, it will be ‘broken bread’
resulting in what is found of Christ in the manerous
lives and places represented.

With large areas of the world unable to have
Bibles, and the very great extension of the discredit-
ing of the authority and integrity of the Scriptures,
it is not difficult to foresee a “famine of hearing the
Word’, Hence there is a need for ‘solid food’.
The New Testament shows a tremendous concern
for the feeding and building up, not only of more
mature saints, but of the young converts. We do
not know how much longer the ministry of this
instrument will go on, perhaps for only a short
time, but God will have other instruments for
what He nceds. We are concerned, however, that
‘our bow may abide in strength’ until it is laid
down, and we need your prayers that it may do so.

Our Lord Jesus had a passionate compassion on
hungry people and His great miracle of feeding
was a “sign” of His estimate of the importance of
spiritual food. Anyone who has not this concern,
or who by their action cuts off supplies of such
food, is certainly contrary to the mind and heart of
Christ.

Please remember to pray fot the conference in
Switzerland in September.

The Lord fulfil all His purpose of grace in you all.

Yours in the fellowship of His Son,

T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.

THE GREATNESS AND GLORY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (V)
5. THE ARK OF THE TESTIMONY

“Who bare witness of the word of God, and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ” {Revelation i. 2).

“I John, your brother and partaker with you in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience which are in
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Jesus, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus™ (Revelation
i. 9).

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

ing of this conflict. It is the ark of testimony, and it
is the testimony of Jesus. Of course, if you are not
prepared to testify to the Lord Jesus, you may have
an easy time. Many Christians are afraid to testify
because they know it will bring opposition. It will
bring opposition in business, or in the home, or in
social life, There is a mighty opposition in the very
spiritual realm, and because of that opposition,
many Christians keep their mouths closed. Do you
think that makes them neutral Christians? It may
look like that, but, really, they -are defeated
Christians already,

Now let us look at this testimony of Jesus more
closely. It is the testimony as to who and what
Jesus is. What did these Christians of the New
Testament believe concerning Jesus? The first and
basic thing that they believed and declared was:
Jesus is the Son of God. That, of course, brought
them at once into conflict with the Jews, who
persecuted the Christians on that one point. You
have one instance of this in a parable of the Lord
Jesus. He said: ‘A certain man planted a vineyard
and let it out to husbandmen. At the time of the
fruits he sent his servant to receive the fruit of the
vineyard, and the husbandmen cast him out of the
vineyard. So he sem another servant, and they
treated him in the same way. After he had sent a
number of servants, whom they killed, the Master
of the vineyard said: “I will send my son. They
will honour him.” They saw the son coming and
said: “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and
the inheritance shall be ours.”’ The Lord Jesus
spoke that parable in the presence of the Jewish
leaders, and whatever else you may say about their
intelligence, on this occasion they saw the point,
and the writer says: “They perceived that he spake
of them” (Matthew xxi. 45). You would have
thoupght that they had been discovered and so
would go away and do nothing, but “they sought
to lay hold on him”, They did the very thing that
the Lord had said about these wicked husbandmen.
They would not have it that Jesus was the Son of
God, and anyone who claimed to be that must die.
That was the basis of all the persecution by the Jews.,

We have seen how true that was in the case of
the Romans. If anyone was said to take the place
of Caesar, he must die. So the Christians were
persecuted because of their testimony that Jesus
was the Son of God.

However, that is only one of seven things.

The Christians believed and preached that
Jesus, as the Sop of God, was the destined Lord of
creation. Both John and the Apostle Paul put that
into words: * Jn him (Jesus) were all things created
. . . through him, and unto him”’ (Colossians i. 16).

76

« .+ “All things were made &y him™ (John i. 3).
The wicked husbandmen of the spiritual world
sought to take His inberitance from Him, but
although they killed him on the Cross, the Apostles
and the Christians went through the world preach-
ing that Jesus was the destined Lord of creation.
If they had had our hymn-book, one of their
favourite hymns would be:

** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Doth his successive journeys run . . .

Yes, they would sing that most heartily!

“His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”

Jesus is God’s Son, appointed to be the beir of all
things.

Bui the Christians believed something even
deeper than that. They belicved and taught that
Jesus, as the Son of God, was the pattern of all the
creation. We have often said that if we understood
the spiritual principles of the material creation we
should understand Jesus Christ. The sun, the moon
and the stars are used as symbols of His kingdom.
The sun is Jesus Christ Himself reigning high; the
moon is His Church living and reflecting His light
over the world in a dark night; the stars are the
local churches showing His light in a dark world.
And where shall I stop if I go through the whole
universe? If we understood all the sciences and
their spiritual laws, we should see Jesus, He is the
spiritual pattern of the whole material creation.
That is why the Apostle Paul used the human body
as a model of the Church.

Now go out into a pagan world of unbelief and
begin to preach those things! Jesus of Nazareth is
the Son of the living God; Jesus of Nazareth is the
destined Lord of creation; Jesus is God’s eternal
pattern for the creation, and eventually the whole
creation will reflect Him. Well, say those things in
a pagan, hostile world, and see what happens! You
are not surprised that Caesar rose up against Jesus.
Jesus said: “I am.” Caesar said: ‘The world 1is
mine. It was made for me. I have conquered the
world, and I make it according to my mind.’ I said
that because Caesar claimed that position he did
the work of the devil, for behind the rulers of this
world is Satan. Satan says: ‘I am the god of this
world. T am going to make this world according
to my mind. I am going to take possession of the
whole creation.” This is not fiction; it is spiritual
reality, and this is the conflict of the testimony of
Jesus. You notice that the sole object and the theme
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of testimony by the carly Christians was: ‘Jesus is
Lord’. The preaching of that brought them into
conflict with the lord of this world.

Now I said that there were seven things that the
Christians believed, I do not think that it is neces-
sary for me to overstep my space by dealing with
all of them, but there are two things which we must
mention as we close.

The Christians proclaimed that God had attested
Jesus Christ on all these points by raising Him from
the dead. They-said: “You killed Hir, but God
raised Him’, and they went everywhere preaching
Jesus and the resorrection. The raising of Jesus
from the dead was God’s seal upon all that we
have said as to the testimony of Jesus,

The last thing for the present is this—and it is
something that we must ali take very careful notice
of, All this was the meaning of Christian baptism,
Baptism was baptism into Jesus Christ. It was
baptism into the Name of Jesus, and that meant
into all that.was true of the Lord Jesvs: into Him
as the divine Son of God, into Him as God’s

JULY — AUGUST, 1966

destined Lord of the universe, inio Him as the
pattern of the creation that is yet to be, into Him
as Lord, Is that what baptism means to you?
Baptism has lost very much of its meaning in our
time. In many realms it is just a ceremony, a part of
Christian practice and teaching, but, as God sees it,
it is an immense thing, and anyone who goes to
this matter of baptism really seriously knows
that there is a conflict related to it. The testimony
of Jesus is the cause of all the trouble, the suffering
and the martyrdom, but it is the testimony of the
glory. The greatness and the glory of Jesus Christ is
the testimony of Jesus.

1 must close, but T am quite sure that you all
feel that the jmmensity of this demands a great
deal more time. I was speaking in India once, and
after { had been speaking for one and a half hours,
1 looked at my watch. An Indian in the company
shouted: ‘Throw that watch away!" Well, we are
going where there will be no clocks or watches,
and when we are where time shall be no more we
shall still be talking about the testimony of Jesus.

(7o be continued)

THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS (VIII)

“They knew not . . . the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath” (Acts xiii. 27)

THE VOICE OF ISAIAH

“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted wp ., . "
(Isaiah vi. 1).

“ While ye have the light, believe on the light, that ye
may become sons of light . . . though he had done so
many signs before them, yet they believed not on
him: that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be
Julfilled, which he spake,

Lord, who hath believed our report ?

And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed ?”’ (John xii. 36-41).

LET us be reminded that what we are considering
is the great difference between hearing Divine
words and messages, and seeing Divine works,
and really seeing through those things to their
meaning, There is indeed a great difference between
sceing and seeing through; between hearing with
outward ears, and hearing with the inward ear.
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The context in history of our governing reference—
Acts xiil, 27—is the context of an umspeakable
tragedy related to this difference. Both the Gospels
and the rest of the New Testament are built upon
this difference in seeing and ar the same time not
seeing, and hearing and vet not hearing. That is
what we are coming to with Isaiah.

It i1s very impressive that John links together
Isaiah vi and Tsaiah liii in relation to the presence,
ministry and work of Jesus—the Christ. John says
that when Isaiah set down what he did, firstly:
“Lord, who hath believed our report?”, and the
rest of chapter fifty-three; and then about his
vision of “the Lord of Hosts”, and the resultant
commission as to Israel, “He spake of him”
(Jesus) and it was when “he saw his glory”, There
is plenty to think about here. John says that the
Lord whom Isaiah saw high and lifted up, and
sitting upon a throne, “the Lord of Hosts™, was
Jesus. And in linking chapter fifty-three with
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chapter six John clearly affirmed that the “Lamb”
of chapter fifty-three was “The Lord” of chapter
six. We come back to that later,

What John is clearly saying is that, contrary to
the great Prophet, Israel could have in their midst
—int one Person—* The Lord” and ** The Lamb™—
with all their meaning, and yet not see, not hear,
not recognize. All the wonderful enlightened min-
istry of lIsaiah, and its actual fulfilment could be
right amongst them and yet they not see. What is still
worse: it could only result in a hardening rather
than a saving. That is something terrible to con-
template! It is such a possibility, and—in Israel’s
case—such an actuality, which Paul carried over
from Israel in general, in warning, to the Synagogue
in Antioch in Pisidia; thus narrowing it down to a
local company.

What was it that accounted for the judgment of
blindness and deafness pronounced by Isaiah and
made so evident in the days of Jesus Christ? There
are at least three things that led to this, and will
always lead to it.

1. Prejudice

The dictionary defines it as ‘judgment reached
beforchand’. It is drawing a conclusion before
giving honest consideration. It is the closed mind
and a closed heart. It is, not wanting to, and not
intending to. It is, not being disposed to. The
Prophets called it “ Hardness of heart™,

The closed heart will always result in closed eyes.

It is Henry Drummeond who has—as a scientist—
so forcibly illustrated this principle. In speaking of
“How shall we escape if we neglect . . .”” he says:
“There are certain burrowing animals—the mole,
for instance—which have taken to spending their
lives underground. And pature has taken her
revenge upon them in a thoroughly natural way—
she has closed up their eyes. If they mean to live in
darkness, she argues, eyes are obviously a super-
fluous function. By neglecting them, these animals
make it perfectly clear they do not want them.
As one of nature’s fixed principles is that nothing
shall exist in vain, the eyes are presently taken
away, or reduced to a rudimentary state. This is
the meaning of the favourite paradox: ‘From him
that hath not shall be taken away even that which
he hath.” The presence of Jesus Christ among
men, and the advent of the Holy Spirit, meant—
and means—the possibility of seeing that which
the natural eye cannot see; but ‘neglect® or refuse
‘the Light’ and the judgment of double blindness
is in the very nature of things; it is a law.”

The terrible verdict to *will not” is cannot.
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Prejudice is a cruel and evil thing; it is a robber,
a spoiler, in whatever realm it exists,

2. Self-interest

Israel’s blindness was due to their fear of losing
something if they yielded and obeyed. John quoted
Jesus as saying: “How can ye believe, which
receive glory one of another, and the glory that
cometh from the only God ye seek not?” (John v.
44), Self-interest was the original sin of Adam, and
by it the devil duped man into losing his spiritual
faculties in relation to God. Pride it is that supports
self-centredness. It was Israel’s fall, as it was
Satan’s and Adam’s.

3. Inaction

So often there is a large and fatal gap between
knowing and doing, This 1s really the responsibility
which the “Voices of the Prophets” laid at the
door of Isracl. The Lord has never judged people
for what they did not know, or could not know, but
always for not doing what they knew. Paul quotes
Isaiah fifty-three in his great chapter on Israel’s
failure—Romans ten. He cries: “Did they not
hear?” and answers: “Yea, verily.”” “But as to
Israel he saith, All the day long did I spread out
my hands unto a disobedient and pgainsaying
people.” This voice of the Prophet (Isaiah) has a
large place in this paragraph, and it has to do with
the blindness and deafness resultant from doing
nothing about what they knew.

We are often greatly dismayed, distressed, and
disconcerted by the great amount of preaching
and teaching which has so very little outworking,
and we wonder how much longer the Lord will
allow the light to shine. We commenced this
chapter with John’s quotation of the words of
Jesus: “While ye have the light, believe on the
light.” To believe is to walk in and obey the light.
Too often the congregations and meetings of the
Lord’s people, after an earnest and challenging
message, just dissolve into a noisy rabble of talk
on anything but the message, and so the message is
dissipated and lost. How often is the reaction:
‘“What can we do about what the Lord has said
to us just now?’ This, then, is the point in Isaiah’s
voice: “Who hath believed our report?”

Before leaving this for the time being, we must
just return to that point of “the Lord, sitting upon
a throne, high and lifted up”’, “the Lord of Hoests”,
and the Lamb, of Isaiah six and fifty-three, It was
in the year that earthly authority—as represented
by King Uzziah—failed and departed that the
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authority in heaven was revealed to the Prophet.
From that heavenly throne went forth the terrible
judgment of double blindness and deafness. That
state led on to not hearing the “report™ and the
consequent ‘slanghtering of the Lamb of God’.

But ultimately the course of things is reversed.
The Lamb is at last seen in the midst of the throne
{Revelation v. 6), and that throne is seen to be the
full and final authority in this universe, But what
does the Lamb on the throne mean?

Hear Dr. F. B. Meyer: ’
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“*How does the Lamb come there? Surely
meekness, humility, gentie submissiveness are
not the virtues that win thrones! Perhaps not in
man’s world, but they are in God’s. In the
eternal world the passive virtues are stronger
than the active: sufferers wield more might than
wrestlers; to yield is to overcome; to be van-
quished is to conquer. It is because Jesus was
the Lamb that He is now God’s anointed King.”

This is the voice of the Prophet Isaiah.

“NOAH WALKED WITH GOD”’

“ But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord . . .
Noah was a righteous man, and perfect in his genera-
tions: Noah walked with God” (Genesis vi. §, 9).

OUR Lord Jesus told us that the days preceding
His coming would be very similar to the days of
Noah, and the few verses which precede these
which we have just read remind us of how similar
indeed our day has become to those dark days.
They were days of great overspreading, increasing,
shameless corruption—and is that not true today?
Days of heedless pleasure seeking, wilful determina-
tion not to face the grave issues that everybody
senses to be so near, preferring rather to indulge in
the empty merrymaking pursuit of the normal
things of life with increased feverishness, as though
nothing of that would ever happen. It was so in
the days of Noah, and you have only to take up
your daily paper any day of any week to discover
that it is so today.

In the midst of all that we have the example of
a man of God, a man of faith, and so we look at
him afresh that we may know how to live in our
day as men and women of God, men and women
of faith.

Three things are said about Noah here. First of
all: “Noah found grace in the eves of the Lord”’
We are always rejoicing over the ever wonderful,
and ever more wonderful miracle of God’s grace
even to us; the grace that seems to single us out
in a world ripe for judgment and promise us mercy,
though we do not deserve it, Thank God that we
can read ourselves into verse 8 and say: ‘But I
have found grace in the eves of the Lord’!

Secondly, ** Noah was a righteous man, and perfect
(or blameless) in his generation.”” Not only had

79

grace undertaken to preserve him, but grace was
manifest in him. And with all that the Gospel
promises and gives to us, we can read our names
into this part of the verse also as righteous men and
women with the righteousness of Christ, so freely
given fo all who believe and recetve. *Perfect in
his generations” seems to me to imply that he had
not had any part in the mixture of which the
chapter speaks—the mixed and impure origin of
the many round about him. He was a true son of
Adam and of Seth. There is nothing very pure or
perfect about us, but, thank God! we have a pure
‘seed of life” in us if Christ is in us, There is no
mixture in Him. That, then, is the second thing
that we can claim by grace: to be of pure descent
of God by new birth through Christ, having His
righteousness,

The third thing is what I wish us to consider for a
little while: “ Noah walked with God.”” The first is
true. Thank God that we have ‘found grace in the
eyes of the Lord’! The second is true. Thank God
for the pure and spotless life, and the righteousness
of Jesus Christ! Is the third thing true? Can it be
said of us in our generation, as of Noah in his,
“Noah walked with God™? As we read this story
it will help us to understand what it meant for him
to walk with God.

KNOWING GOD’S VOICE

The first thing we notice is that it meant that
Noah knew God’s voice, God spoke to him:
“And God said unto Noah” (vi. 13); “And the
Lord said unto Neah . . .” (vii. 1), and so on. God
spoke personally to him and he knew God’s voice.
How impertant it is to know the Lord speaking to
us personally | Noah was not the first man of faith,
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Noah walked with God. They were looking at
the same thing, and walked along, step by step.
God spoke to him and Noah listened. God com-
manded him and Noah obeyed. God looked on,
and Noah looked on, at the same objective.

We must remember what Noah’s name was—
*Rest’. There was no strain in his life. Though so
different from the world around, it was a restful
life, and, dear friends, there is no more restful life
than a life walked in true harmonious company
}_vhi_th the Lord, and in complete submission to

. ) :

So Noah, in this way, became a man of hope and
a man of unity. On more than one occasion you
will find it mentioned that the whole family were
gathered around him and were influenced by him.
The whole family went into the ark, and the whole
family came out of the ark. A man who walks with
God becomes a factor of unity to hold people
together.

In the light of the soon coming of our Lord we

need to be men of hope and men of unity. But
even before that coming there are storms and floods
and evil days that come upon the people of God,
and in those times, in order that there may be a way
through them and beyond them, and that on the
other side there may be something new and more
precious to the Lord, He cails for men and women
to walk with Him. He calls them to keep the hope
ever in view, and to realize that all their lives, and
all circumstances in them, are intended by the
Lord for a preparation for that Day which lies
ahead. At the same time, He calls them to be
factors in holding together, so that, whatever the
judgments may be, however much the disintegra-
tion that goes on all around us, and however much
the destruction, we may, like Noah, stand on the
other side of the flood in God’s new Day, and say:
‘Thank God we are all here together—not one
missing I’
The Lord grant that it may be so! qF

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

HALLOWED BE THY NAME

AT first Mr. Shepherd had not thought of using
a BILLY GRAHAM sticker in his car. When he
filled up the form for his church’s requirements he
listed posters, handbills and other printed matter,
but he did nat ask for any stickers. As the Crusade
drew nearer, however, he wondered whether he
had been right and soon he knew that he had not.
One evening, as he parked his car before going into
an Advisers’ Meeting, he found a man who looked
lost. Seeing that the man had a iabel marked * Billy
Graham™ on his car, he was able to guess that he
was going to the same church and so was able to
show him the way, So it seemed good to have this
identification sign, and Mr. Shepherd wished that
he had ordered a sticker.

Happily he did not have to wait long. As he left
the mecting stickers were being offered at the door,
50 he took one and the next day fixed it on the
inside of the rear window of his car. At that
moment it seemed a very small thing, but really it
was a big one, as we shall see,

Motorists have their own special faults. Even
when they are nice enough people in everyday life,
a car seems to bring out all their hidden faults. It
was certainly the case with Mr. Shepherd. He some-
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times did silly things, not because he meant to,
but just for lack of taking care. The very first day
out with the sticker he was so busy talking to a
friend that, without giving any signal, he drove out
into the middle of the road, so making the driver of
an oncoming car swerve out in order to avoid him.
He did not know what the other driver said or
thought, but he had an uncomfortable feeling that
he bad brought discredit to the name of Dr.
Graham. Normally, if he did something foolish he
got a black look or an indignant ‘toot’, and then it
was forgotten. But Mr. Shepherd began to imagine
the driver going home, or to his friends, and telling
them what had happened, and perhaps saying:
“You see what those “Billy Graham™ people are
like! They only think of themselves and do not
care what happens to other people.’ This, of
course, was not true, but it would be sad if he had
made it possible for that to be said.

He did not mean to be a selfish man, but some-
how car driving can have this effect on people.
Others push forward, greedily asserting their own
will, and it is so easy to have the same spirit. The
more Mr. Shepherd thought about his car sticker,
the more he realized that if he gave way to any such
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Peter was! There is some weakress here A hs
attitude.

Then on the lake again, during the storm, with
Jesus asleep in the boat, it is Peter who comes to
Hiim and wakes Hiith, sayifg: “IMRsiRrs, carest dhou
not that we perish?” (Mark iv. 38). The Lords
answer indieaks that here again Psier has failkd o
grasp the real significance ef ¥ie Lord Jesus:

Iﬂmxe ye het yet faih?”
Again on lake: Jesus coming out in the
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Now, as I say, that may not apply to you, but
what I am saying is this: This new Israel is no mere
myth, idea or abstract thing, It is very practical,
and comes right down here,

Then Peter goes on with this marriage relation-
ship, but this time he is not speaking about un-
converted husbands and wives, either or both. He
is saying another thing: ‘Husbands, give honour
to your wives, as unto the weaker vessel.” Now, of
course, the wife may not think that she is the weaker
vessel. That is the trouble so often! But how does
Peter cover that? He does so in a very beautifuf
way, You must know that at the time Peter was
writing there was a very big difference in this rela-
tionship between husbands and wives, wives and
husbands, socially, and the wives were looked down
upon as an inferior class, and were not honoured
by men. How does Peter bring in this matter?
“As being joint-heirs of the grace of life”” 1 am
always sorry that our English translation so often
fails to give us the real meaning of the original
words. Agaih and again you just cannot translate,
and that is why we have so many versions. We have
a Phillips, an Amplified, and a Modern English,
and so many others—a whole bookshelf full of
translations, Why ? To try to get the real meaning
over from the original, and I do not know that
they have succeeded yet.

* Joint-heirs of the grace of hife.”” The compound
Greek word just means: ‘Because you husbands
and wives, wives and husbands, have both received
the life of the Lord in your salvation, there is no
discriminating in that life. You are on one basis,
one level. You are fellow-heirs. There is a perfect
oneness in life which has been constituted basically,
and to despise one is to despise the life of the Lord
and say that it is lower in one than 1t is in the other.’
Do you see the point? How impossible it is to put
that into English! It is translated ‘joint-heirs’ here,
Peter is saying a beautiful thing, and it meant very
much in those days with the strong social differ-
ences, especially in the domestic circle. This is a
new realm of things, a different manner of life
altogether, that husbands should honour the wife
as the weaker vessel, recognizing that, after all,
whether the man is stronger and the woman is
weaker, they both share one life and have to live on
the basis of that one life which they share, That is
beautiful, is it not? But is it not very practical?

Peter goes on, and our next point again may not
apply to you, but it does apply very much in
Christianity. He has something to say about how
the women get themselves up, and dress. Now, of
course, you here are not going to come under any
condemnation about what T am saying: but how

does Peter put it? What a pity that our English
fails so utterly at this very point! Notice that it
says: “Whose adorning (speaking of Christian
women) let it not be the outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing jewels . . .”* You
will see that the word “adorning™ is in italics, and
in this case it does not mean that there is no word
there in the original, as italicized words usually do.
It means that the translators do not know what to
do with the word! You will see their difficulty at
once if I point it out. What was the original word
there? ‘ Kosmos’, the Greek word. “Whose kosmas
let it not be the plaiting of the hair, and the wearing
of jewellery . . .. What is "koswios’? “Whose world
—the world in which you live.” What is your world ?
Peter is not saying that it is wrong to plait your
hair, and I do not know that he is saying that it is
wrong to wear some adornment. That is not the
point. He is saying: *Is your hair your world in
which you live? Is this jewellery your world?’ Is
this not & propes to our time? My word—hair!
Well, the least said the better, I think! And the
adornments, the get-up, the make-up, the whatnot
in these days! That is the world of many people.
They spend s0 much of their time on that—how
they look, what impression they make, and so on.
Now do not believe that Peter is saying: “Be
slovenly in your appearance. Be careless about
how you dress.” God forbid! A lot of women, [ am
afraid, do go to the other extreme in this matter
and let the Lord down by carelessness, but Peter is
saying: ‘What is the world you live in?” ‘ Kosmos’
has several meanings, and one of them is ‘manner
of life’, the world that occupies you and takes you
up. Is this your world?

Peter says that in the new Israel you are in
another realm, and are not living in that worid.
That is the world of the world, and where others
outside of Israel live all the time. I sometimes
think that if only some of these people in our time
who get themselves up as they do could have a
look at Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, they would get
scared. And vet they are copying Jezebel, with
their eyelids, eyelashes, and everything else, Oh, it
is frightening, for it has come from there. It is that
world. Peter knows all about that and says: ‘Dear
sisters, don’t let that be your world! The holy
women of old who hoped in God did not do that.
They did not behave like that’; and he cites Sarah.
The beauty of life is not the beauty that we try to
make. Peter says: ‘The ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is priceless.” That is the world of
the new Israel.

When Peter has pinpointed these various matters
(I assume that he takes it that it is not necessary to
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distribute his exhortations over a lot of other
practical points), he gathers them all up and says:
‘And all of you.” Whether it be husbands, wives,
servants and masters, in particular, and these
relationships in particular, their particular pro-
blems, and their particular manner of life, be-
haviour and conduct before the world . . . he says
‘all of you’. All husbands, all wives, all servants,
all masters, all of you, whatever you are, you all
belong to a new realm with new behaviour and a
mew manner of life. .

Peter gathers it all up in this way with, mark
you, another allusion to the old Israel which failed
and now has to be taken up in the new: “That ye
may shew forth the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”
That is the all-inclusive object that God has in view,
for which the Israel of old was brought out of
Egypt’s darkness into the light of God—to show
forth the excellencies of Him who brought them
out. So Peter gathers everything up into this:
‘We have been brought out of all this darkness into
light with one purpose and one object—as the
new Israel which makes good what the Old Israel
lost, fulfils what the old Israel failed to fuifil—
showing forth the excellencies of Him,

This is very exacting and very testing, is it not?
‘I have to be careful how I live in my home before

JULY — AUGUST, 1966

my family, in the midst of the Lord’s people, and
before this world as I pass the time of my sojourning
here, in order that the excellencies of Him who
called me out of darkness into light should not be
veiled, not be beclouded, but be seen. That those
with whom 1 live shall not see too much of me natu-
rally. They are bound to see a little before I am
perfected, but not obtruding itself, or forcing itself,
so that it is the thing that they meet, and they say:
“That is just her—or him. She has made up her
mind to do that and nothing will stop her™ . .. thus
veiling the excellencies of Him who called me out
of darkness into His marvellous light.’

I hope there is nothing depressing about this, but,
you know we have to stand up to our teaching.
We have really had so much teaching, and it is
necessary for us to measure up to what has been
shown to us. It is very practical in everyday life and
everyday relationships, and it all amounts to this:
‘Are those who are observing me seeing me
naturally, or—if they are at all sensitive to spiritual
values and have eyes to see—are they able to discern
the grace of God in me, neutralising me and making
Christ in His preciousness manifested?” If some-
thing of this emerges from our little time together
we shall not have met in vain—it will have been
worth while. The Lord make it so!

(To be continued)

THE DISPENSATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (II)

2, ITS NATURE

IN the first message of this series we laid the

‘Scriptural foundation with John iv. 21, 23, Matthew

xviii. 20, Matthew xxvii. 19-20 and Acts xv. 17.
We concentrated our attention upon the very great
sigoificance of three words spoken by our Lord to
the Samaritan woman in the context of the great
transition: ‘* The kour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit
and in truth . . . God is a spirit: and they that worship
him must worship in spirit and rruth.” In that context
Jesus used these three words: “Neither™ (in Sama-
ria), “Nor™ (at Jerusalem), “But” (in spirit and
truth),

We pointed out that this indicates, and postulates,
first, a change of dispensations; second, a change of
otrder; and third, a change of nature. * Neither , . .
nor” dismisses one dispensation with its form and
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order. ““But™ introduces a new and other order
and nature,

Before proceeding to the new nature of worship
inaugurated by the coming of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ, we must lay further stress upon this change.
To a very large extent this challenges Christendom
and Christianity as it exists now, The very words
used by Jesus above carry with them such a
challenge: “Spirit and truth”. Can we deny that
He implied—at least implied that what had ob-
tained as represented by the Samaritan temple in
Mount Gerizim, and the Jewish temple in Jern-
salem, was not “Spirit and truth®, but, at most, a
type, a figure, and a man-made representation? It
was form, not spirit; it was artificial, not true. An
immense amount of the New Testament opcns up
when we get this John iv. 21, 23 key intelligently



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

[Ato eur ession by the Holly Spirit. Our minds
faint in the presence of so much, and we feel com-
froned with an impossible task as we contemplate
coping with it. We 6an do Ao more thamn give hinks
and indieations. May the Holly Spirit do the Fest!

I the first place, we must remind owsaies that
Jesus said of Himself that He is the Truth. He said
alse: *To this end have I been born, and to NS
end am I come inte tlh% waﬂd, that I should ey
witiess unto the truth. Every ome thak is of m
truth h@a@ﬂhmyvew@“ (J@tm XV, 379). By i
tioR He said that He was the ue Temple (Jol rﬁm
19)) IH eeﬁm\%& w&h t*h% Jowish Yalse shepherds®

Fe Sh In eontrast
wﬁh E‘ﬁ% eld EE;’?% gl a3 tlh% Vi e%g?

il 8-1,
1saltah v. 1=, Jermih if. 21 “f am e
bl Viﬁ@ 5
This conception of truth in kelation to His @win
fson and werk is oae of e major featurs
I5s 66MiAY iAo the world. If we e up this
ih its seventeen @ssuffea@es i John's Gesprl alone
we eannet fail to be immensely impiRsRd. THRM
followy it throu! f@g& inte John'’s Lefiers; and fnally just
5 1£ it % eeﬁgummam in e Revelation
d true™. Paul peal@ of
u&h—“éﬁ%& Ha i§ iR Jesus” (Eph 1308 iV: %1),
§B i, 18 ceR i §§£§B;
Ut He I8 ﬁ 8 een \e%lg 2
, , SymBals, eu%wafe E?ﬁ§ g ; , ¥

N

hettet-

(«=)

@ﬁ@v%) |
vord %g!fga e ﬂ%BiH{H

iR lge wealms iR
@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁl

B ﬁe%% -
iy pes e %g‘fntg ang‘gce € 1S no 1on er ll'l

ﬁ%t@mwm » e INeyw Testaiinit
Tempk iia ths dipisatiph B a

incorporaied iAto Bl Ehi@ugh
demﬁai and 1 m%?gil Al eadtzesd i
o m Iy @iﬁ: Spirit” gﬁt@bﬂm Hii, 113;))

A @fmﬁ& %’fﬂﬁ% e e, \wﬂh
% s G contiR Al RpRsRMalinth. Tk
came te %a§§; and it B%% Aot beea f@@@w@m

%%'flﬁe
&%%% am R%%fgeﬂg @% 1ﬁ:

. Mﬁayitwb%(amvwewutmqmmwﬂm

A comsideral it ot Ipe e wiee
ar& %@nw rRallly iR i wawefsal §H§klﬁg"‘) There are
i) Wi ik i DA Saird, A RediRmed,
mﬁassﬁw%a m@m@mﬁmﬂa
'ﬁit{lﬂeQJHi

égﬂﬁtﬂl




—

Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

Himself as the constituent of a spiritual structure
against which the very powers of hell would not
prevail. Against fixed localizing and systematizing
of Himself and His presence He was emphatic,
and history is evidence of how right He was, If,
according to John iii, 16, salvation is a matter of
“whosoever”, the Lord’s presence and true
worship, according to Matthew xwviii. 20, is
“wheresoever™. The Lord is no more sympathetic
toward being bound to this or that Jocation than
He is to making Paul or Apollos, or Cephas a
gathering centre. Over against this very tendency in
Corinth Paul wrote: *“. . . with g/ that call upon
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place,
their Lord and ours” (I Corinthians i. 2), Exclusive-
ness, with its tragic entail of endless divisions, can
only result—sooner or later—ftom a violation of
this fundamental principle! That is all on the
negative side, as warning and admonition; but

JULY — AUGUST, 1966

what blessedness there is when—all things apart—
it is only the Lord as the definite and consistent
gathering object and delight! * Neither” ... “Nor™’
... “But” in spirit and in truth.

Let it not be thought that, in dismissing one
tight legal system governing His presence, He was
putting nothing definite in its place. His thought is
far from a nebulous generalization, a nondescript
go-as-you-please kind of ‘liberty’, an independent
free-lance unrelatedness. The law of His presence
is a very definite and positive one; it is government
by the Holy Spirit. This will not allow us to do
as we like or go as we please—the misuse of the
“wheresoever .

This is strictly—the dispensation of the Holy
Spirit, and the measure of Christ, the measure of
life, the measure of power, and of fruitfulness
depend entirely nupon how much we recognize and
move into this essential nature.

{(To be continued)

LIBERTY IN CHRIST (IJ)
(Continued)

THE ADOPTION AND THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION

ONE of the declared purposes for which God
sent forth His Son, made of woman, made under
the law, was “that we might receive the adoption™.*

It is unfortunate that the English word “adop-
tion” has in our modern usage a very different
meaning from that of the Greek word used in
Galatians iv. 5, and in other Epistles of Paul. The
“adoption” of a child into a family where he
does not belong by birth is a very different thing
from that “adoption” which we receive as a
result of the redemption accomplished by our Lord
Jesus Christ. The word means the placing of a son,
and it points to the purpose of God to bring His
children into *“the inheritance” whereof they are
made, by grace, the joint-heirs with Jesus Christ,
“Whom He hath appointed Heir of all things”
(Hebrews i. 2).

The word ““adoption® occurs only five times, all
in the writings of Paul. A brief sentence to each
occurrence will suffice for a clear understanding of
the meaning of the word, which is of much
importance.

* There is but one word in the original represented by the
three words “adoption of sons™.

In Ephesians 1, 5 it is recorded of us whom God
has blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ,
and whom He had chosen in Him before the
foundation of the world, that He had *‘predesti-
nated us wunto the adoption (of children) by Jesus
Christ unto Himself”. This does not tell vs what
the adoption is, but tells us that God had it in view
from before the foundation of the world, and that it
was to be accomplished by Christ Jesus. The
context also connects the adoption with our “in-
heritance™ (verse 11), and with the gift of the ““ Holy
Spirit of Promise, who is the earnest of our
inheritance” (verses 13, 14).

In Romans ix. 4, 5, is a list of the wonderful
things which pertained te Israel, which list is
headed by “the adoption’. Hence, as Gentiles, we
should have no part in these things were it not that
“the Israel of God” includes believing Gentiles,
as well as believing Jews, the former being just as
truly the sced of Abraham as the latter,

In Romans viii we find the other two occurrences
of the word “adoption™, and from these its mean-
ing is clear. The prominent subject of this great
passage is the Spirit of God (given to and dwelling

89.
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ploughing and planting might all be lost through
neglect in cultivation, It is evident therefore that
what filled the apostle’s heart with anxiety, causing
it indeed to overflow into a letter which (contrary
to his usual custom) he wrote with his own hand
(vi. 11), was the prospect that, through the meddle-
someness of zealous teachers of law-works, all his
own labours might be rendered fruitless. Thus our
attention is called sharply to the fact that God’s
work through the Holy Spirit is needed for growth in
Christ—Ileading on to the bearing of fruit for God—
Jjust as much as _for regeneration. It is pnly by the
Spirit that one of Adam’s fallen race is re-born into
the family of God, “*the household of faith” (vi. 10).
So, too, it is only by the Spirit that the child of God
can be conformed to the image of Christ (II
Corinthians 1ii, 18), and can bear fruit, “the fruit
of the Spirit™ (v. 22, 23), for the glory and accept-
ance of God.

Having all this in view, Paul now turns from
warning and rebuke to earnest and tender enfreaty,
saying: “Brethren, I beseech you, be as 1 am; for
I am as ye are™ (iv. 12). Paul was free in Christ
from the bondage of religious ceremonial such as
mentioned in verse 10—observing days, and months,
and times, and vears. He was separated by the
cross of Christ from the world and all its barren
doings whereby men in the corruption of the flesh,
and having not the Spirit of God, seek to perfect
themselves through religious rites amd observances.
He was living his life then in the flesh “by the
faith of the Son of God™. Hence he besought them
to be as he was.

Moreover, he says for their encouragement, that
he was as they were. We are apt to regard prophets,
apostles and other holy men of old as if they were
of a different order of beings—not common clay
like curselves. We need therefore to be told that
“Elijah was a man, subject to like passions as we
are”’ (James v. 17), and that Paul was, in himself,
just as weak as we oursclves. They were all but
“earthen vessels” even as we. What was it then
that made them different from other men? Simply
and solely the grace of God given to all who believe.
Thus in another place Paul testifies, saying: “I am
the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be
called an apostle . . . but by the grace of God T am
what I am” (I Corinthians xv. 9, 10). Yes, it was
the grace of God toward that *chief of sinners”
that made all the difference; and what we should by
all means lay hold of is the fact that God’s grace is
Jor us as much as for him.

‘What Paul specifically refers to in this connection
is that he was like them in being weak. He reminds
them of this, saying: “Ye know how through

JULY — AUGUST, 1966

infirmity of the flesh (bodily weakness) T preached
the gospel unto you at the first. And my temptation
(the trial he had to bear) which was in my flesh ve
despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an
angel (messenger) of God, even as Christ Jesus”
(see Matthew x. 40}

In other places the apostle mentions the ““weak-
ness® of his “bodily appearance®, and his lack of
gifts of oratory, explaining that his deficiencies in
these endowments (which are regarded by many
as special qualifications for successful preaching
and ministry) were in reality a part of his equip-
ment for the work to which God had called him,
the purpose being (to quote his own words) *that
the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us™ (II Corinthians iv. 7)—that is to say,
that men mught be forced to admit that it was
Divine power working through this frail, defective
instrument, and not the mere power of nature;
and that the glory of the results accomplished
through his ministry might be given to God, the
real Doer, and not to the instrument which He was
pleased to employ. There is surely encouragement
for all who wish to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in
the fact that natural abilities, eloquence of speech,
education, learning and other things greatly prized
by “the flesh™ are not essential, and may be even
a hindrance rather than a help, in that service.

Paul appeals also (verse 15) to their devotion
and love for himself at the first, bearing them wit-
ness that they would have been willing even to
have plucked out their own eyes and given them to
him, “Where is then™, he sadly asks, “the blessed-
ness ye spake of 7°* His ministry had brought them
into the “blessedness™ of knowing their sins for-
given (Romans Iv. 6-9) and their gratitude to him
at that time knew no bounds. What had made the
difference? Had he changed in any wise toward
them? “Am 1 therefore become your enemy,
because I tell you the truth?* (iv. 16). The truth is
often resented if it demands a change of our ways;
brt the faithful servant of Christ will risk even the
loss of friendship where the truth is needed for
correction of saints who have departed from it.

Again, in verses 17 and 18, Paul refers to those
teachers who were misleading the Galatians. We
give a free rendering of those verses: “They are
zealous after you, but not for your advantage.
Yes, they would even exclude you from me, that
ye might be zealous after them. But it is good to be
zealous always in a good thing, and not only when
T am present with you——"", Here the apostle, over-
come with tender concern for them and by his
acute distress.at the thought of his “little children”
being thus beguiled away from him, breaks off the
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unfinished thought in order to declare his anxious
care and the travail of his soul for them in the
words upon which we have already commented.

* * * * * *

In our last issue we announced that these messages
on Liberty in Christ are taken from one of a series of

books by a well-known teacher of the Word in America
published in 1918-1919, and now long out of print.

GOD’S QUIET CONQUESTS

GOD’S quict operations are like Himself, they are
deep and quiet, and seem to be slow and circuitous,
and have to be searched into in order to be appre-
ciated. : .

When we stand upon the margin of a swift river,
it often happens that there are whirling eddies near
the shore, where the water runs back np the stream,
which looks as if the river is going the wrong way;
but when we lock out into the channel we find the
current speeding towards the ocean, This is a picture
of the way God works. In many things it looks as if
God is being defeated, and that the movements of
His prace and providence are failures, and that all
His purposes are going the wrong way. It is only

when we lift our eyes and look farther away from
the shore of the present moment and take account
of the entire stream of God’s government that we
see that He constantly gets the victory, as it were by
strategy, and in quiet circuitous ways. He works in
a hidden way, under what we call second causes,
and by forces which are spiritual and not mechan-
ical. Have you noticed that great rough old sinners
are usually captured and conquered in most unex-
pected ways, exactly the opposite of what we would
expect to be essential to produce such a result?
God’s great power is often so simple and undemon-
strative in its workings. He makes no noise.

SELECTED.

BOUND COPIES OF A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY”

NEw readers of the paper, and others, very often
ask us for back issues and many friends have had
to be disappointed because our stocks of quite a
number of issues have been exhausted. We have,
however, kept a certain number of copies in sheet
form and these are now being made up into bound
volumes which we hope to have available by the
time this issue is mailed. These are for the years
1954 to 1961 (inclusive) and 1964 and 1965. Any or

AN APPEAL TO

IT will be noted in connection with the above
notice about bound copies of 4 Witness and A
Testimony that the years 1962 and 1963 have been
omitted from the list. If any of our readers have

all of these volumes can be ordered at a cost of
5s5. ($0.70) per volume, plus postage of 10d.
($0.13) per volume.

A certain number of bound volumes for each
year will be set aside and reserved for readers out-
side of the United Kingdom, some of whom do not
receive the paper until a number of weeks after it is
mailed.

OUR READERS

a copy of the March-April, 1962, and/or March-
April, 1963, issues which they no longer require
and would send them te us, we could have copies
bound up for the missing two years.

“THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE MYSTERY”
Yolume 1T

AS many of our readers will know, Volume Two
of The Stewardship of the Mystery has long been
out of print and there have been many requests
that it should be made available again. This book
has now been entirely re-written and is in the hands
of the printers who have promised that copies will be
ready by mid-Augnst. The subject matter of this
new Volume Two has been confined to the specific
revelation given to the Apostle Paul concerning the

Church and we regard this book as being of special

importance to the Lord’s people at the present time.
Orders may be placed immediately and will be

dealt with as soon as the book is delivered to us.

Price: Cloth bound: 7s. 6d. ($1.60) plus postage
7d. (8 cenis),

Paper bound: 6s. 0d. ($1.28) plus postage
6d. (7 cents).
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POSTAGE AND PACKING: For postage and packing please add the following to the total amount of the

books ordered:

o Single copies of booklets up to 4d. each . . . . . 3d.

K » » »  06d.to 9d. . . . . . Ad

i 3 ”» » » ]/- to 2/— . . . . . 7d-

é ” ”» s bOOkS up to 5/" . ) . . . . Sd.

- T ¥ ” 2] over 5{— . . . « . . lﬂd.

l\ Otherwise:—

Orders totalling less than 5/- please add . . . . . 4d. in the shilling
,‘E " »»  between 5/- and £2 please add . . . 2d.,, "

. " more than £2 please add . . . . 2/-inthe £

To the U.8.A.: Single copies of booklets up to 12 cents each please add 3 cents,
Otherwise please add 10 cents in the dollar.

Orders for literature should be addressed to:

THE EDITOR,
WiTnEss AND TESTIMONY PUBLISHERS,
30 Dunoon Road, London, S.E.23, England.
Telephone: FORest Hill 5216

Witness and Testimony literature can also be obtained from:

Almquist’s Christian Book Nook, Westmoreland Avenue Chapel,
Box 5, 1505 South Westmoreland Avenue,
Northfield, Los Angeles,

Minnesota 55057, U.S.A California 90006, U.S.A.

Evangelical Literature Service,
(Mr. Donald J, David),

158 Purasawalkam High Road,
Madras 7, India.




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

‘ e
Bt 44, 3o, §. - ﬁu ettt 10965

==




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of this
little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute to
the Divine end which is presented in the words of
Ephesians iv. 13— . . . till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children . . ."”

It is not connected with any ‘Movement’,
‘Organization’, ‘Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to “all saints”, Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
50 result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revcaled will as to its ‘attainment’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘subscription®, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘A Witness and A Testimony’, 30, Dunoon Read,
Forest Hill, London, S.E. 23, England. All cheques
should be made payable to ‘Witness and Testimony
Ajc’. The paper is sent only to those who person-
ally desire it, and we count on friends to advise us
if this is no longer the case, or if they change
their address.

‘Personal’ letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

into a nation. They were constituted a distinct
nation at Mount Sinai. Of course, they were a
chosen seed before that, and as Hebrews they began
with Abraham, but there is always a difference
between the Hebrews and Israel. israelis the national
name for the people. So it was at Mount Sinai that
they were constituted a distinct nation with their
own national constitution, and it was then and there
that the ark was made by direction of God. And
that ark goes right through their national history,
from the beginning until at last it comes to rest in
the fulness of the kingdom under David and
Solomon. It had a long journey, and a very varied
history,

We have been seeing that the ark is the Old
Testament means of revealing the Lord Jesus Christ,
and what we have now is that very varied and long
Journey that the testtmony of Jesus has to take,
How many different situations the ark came into!
How many strong forces it had to contend with!
All the way through the wilderness, and all through
the battles in the Promised Land, the ark was
governing everything until at last it came to the end
of its journeys in the house of God. There the staves
were drawn out, the journeys were alllover, and the
testimony had reached its end.

The Letter to the Hebrews takes up all these
things and translates them from the Old Testament
to the New. It tells us that what was true in a
material and literal way in the Old Testament is
now true in a spiritual and heavenly way. So the
Letter begins with the statement that God, having
of old times spoken in many different ways, has
gathered up all those different times and ways into
His Son, and He has spoken fully and finally in His
Son, so that everything led on to the Lord Jesns,
and we have the explanation of all that was through
those times in Jesus Christ.

This Letter to the Hebrews has two sides. On the
one side it tells us that the end has already been
reached in Jesus Christ. In Christ all the journeys
have come to an end. He has come to His rest in the
heavenly House, and personally the Lord Jesus has
no more journeys to take. He has sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, and, so
far as He Himself is concerned, He will remain
sitting down. He has reached the end in fulness.
That is what this Letter teaches. Filness and
finality have been reached in the person of Jesus
Christ. He has no more work to do for Himself,
no more journeys to take Himself, and He has
nothing to add to Himself—He is perfectly full. In
Him all the fulness dwells and He has reached the
end of all His journeys. That is one side of this
Letter to the Hebrews.

98

The other side is that what is true about Him has
to be made trug in His new Israel. He is now forming
a new heavenly Israel. The kingdom has been taken
away from the earthly Israel and, as Jesus Himself
said, it has been given to “a nation bringing forth
the fruits thereof” (Matthew xxi. 43). The true vine
is that which is bringing forth the fruits of Jesus
Christ, and if we are in Jesus Christ we belong to
the new heavenly Israel which He is forming. That
is what is going on in us now. What is true and final
of Jesus Christ in heaven is now being made true
in His Israel on earth.

1 expect you are familiar with the truth that the
New Testament teaches. It looks as though there is
a contradiction, and almost as though Paul and
Peter do not agree. Paul says: “(God) made us to
sit with him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus”
(Ephesians ii. 6), while Peter says: “I beseech you
as sojourners and pilgrims™ (I Peter ii. 11). Paul
says: ‘You are in heaver’, and Peter says: ‘You are
on earth’, but there is no conttadiction, You see,
Paul says that we are in the heavenlies in Christ,
It is a spiritual position. In Christ all the work has
been done for us, and we are already sanctified and
perfected. That is the great spiritual truth, but we
know very well that we are still on the earth, The
other side is that what is troe of our position in
Christ is being made true of our position in this
world.

That brings us back to the journeys of the ark,
that is, that what is true concerning Jesus Himself
has got to be made true in our experience. What we
have to see clearly is that the journeys of the ark
were not only literal, material, earthly journeys, but
were spiritual journeys. It was the journey from
what the ark was in itself to what it had to become
in the life of the people.

You see, I can take up this Bible and say: ‘Now,
that is a very literat book. It is something that 1 can
see. It is something that I can feel and move about.”
I can say that that Bible is a real thing, and I can
also say that T believe in the reality of the Bible.
I can do all those things with the Bible as I hold it
away from myself and look at it. In that way the
Bible is objeeiive, but for thal Bible to be really a
power in my life, it has to take a journey. It has to
take a spiritual journey, and that journey is from
the objective to the subjective. It has to get ihside
me somehow. | must have what is written in this
book written in my heart, and what is written in
this baok has to be an experience in my life. Now
I ask you, does that happen in half an hour? Does
that happen in one day, one week, one month, one
year ? Well, I would net iike to teil you how many
years ago it is that I took the Bible in my hand, but

v Sev
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

God’s appeal. But we have learned little of the
terrible issue of his commission. We know that
Isaiah was read in the synagogues of Israel, for at
Nazareth the ruler of the synagogue handed that
Prophet to Jesus to read publicly. The Ethiopian
eunuch of Acts viii had been to Jerusalem and
probably secured from the Temple or synagogue a
copy of Isaiah’s prophecies and was reading it in
his chariot. He confessed his blindness as to its
meaning, and confessing in humility, his blindness
was removed. “He went on his way rejoicing,”
while Isracl—who had the same scrolls—went on
their way to perdition. It is not what we have, but
what we know that we have, and whether what we
have changes our lives, that matters.

The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Prophets (1
Peter i. 11), made the Apostles and believers under-
stand that it was as the Spirit of Christ in them (the
Prophets) that they wrote of Him. Thus they saw
Jesus by the Holy Spirit where those who had not
the Spirit were blind. This is not only a statement;
it is a test.

Prophetic ministry, which is just the proclamation

and presentation of God’s mind, always has a
threefold meaning:

(1) It brings that presentation of the mind of God
into the presence of men.

(2) It challenges to the humble obedience of
faith, with which is offered the new capacity and
faculty of spiritual understanding,

(3) It determines destiny according to—not the
hearing of the words, but—"the hearing of faith”,
and the consequent walking according to ‘know-
ledge’, or otherwise.

The serious and solemn guestion must be honestly
and sincerely faced: ‘How much of all that I have
heard has reaily changed and shaped my life?” “Is it
so much teaching, doctrine, theory, or is it the truth
of God?

The right answer will be the ground of life and
salvation.

The wrong answer will be condemnation and
judgment.

The voices of the Prophets have a stern as well as
a comforting note, This is peculiarly true of the
voice of Isaiah.

(To be continued)

“WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY APPEARANCE”

Reading: Numbers iv, 1-20; vii. 6-9; x. 11-21.

THE onward march through the wilderness of
the people of God must have been an imposing
spectacle. Led, perhaps, by a band of priests with
their silver trumpets, the first three tribes, under
Judah’s standard, formed the vanguard. They were
a great and wealthy people, whose passing would
be an impressive sight to the spectator. There was
still more to follow, for after them came the eldest
family of the Levites, bearing the curtains and
coverings of the Tabernacle. The Gershonites had
two ox carts, laden high with rich materials, whose
blue and scarlet and fine embroidery would rejoice
the eye and give colour to the cavalcade. These
were the important people, surely, for they had the
high privilege of bearing the fabric of the House of
God. Next after them came the sons of Merari, who
shared in the Levitical ministry. Their four wagons
bare the boards and bars, while possibly some of
the lesser articles, the sockets and the tent pins,
were carried by hand. What brilliant gold and silver
were here, and what flashing brass! Who would not

envy the Levites as they triumphantly bore along
the glorious burdens of the Lord’s House! Next
came Reuben’s standard with three more tribes,
thousands upon thousands in bright procession. A
pause, and then there followed a band of men whose
appearance was striking only in its sombre contrast
with what had gone before. Humbly marching along
on foot, they carried drab bundles which were
completely covered by skins. The casual spectator
might have ignored them as being of very little
worth, especially in comparison with those who had
gone before, They had no wagons, no bright colours,
and no glittering silver and brass. They just plodded
along in rough simplicity, bowed under their skin-
covered burdens. These, the world would say, are
insignificant nonentities who come on behind; they
are to be pitied, even if not o be despised. But how
wrong the world is in spiritual matters! In appear-
ance the Kohathites were mean, but in fact they
were the Lord’s most honoured servants, for they
bare the burdens of the sanctuary.

It was with regard to service that Paul wrote:
“We walk by faith, not by appearance” (Il Corin-
thians v. 7). Although such a walk is characteristic
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of all spiritual life, the apostle applied it particularly
to the matter of ministry in II Corinthians. The
onward progress of the people of God depends on
the devoted ministry of spiritual Kohathites who
are willing to walk by faith rather than by what
they see.

NO DIVIDED HEART

Such a faith attitude is necessary for all holy
service. In measure it was true of all the Levites.
Their position was clearly defined: they had to
leave their own affairs and concerns in order to
devote themselves euntirely to bearing the burdens
of the Lord. The Israelites in general were able to
give their undivided attention to their own families
and goods as they travelled along, while the Levites,
who also had their personal possessions and cares
like the rest, cared only for the affairs of the Lord.
They, too, were human and must have felt concern
for their own property and loved ones, yet such
were the demands of their holy office that personal
interests had to be discarded so that they might be
free to serve the Lord. So far as private matters
were concerned they had to walk by faith, leaving
everything that was their own thai they might
attend unhindered to the affairs of the Lord. This
also must be true of us who are called to be Levites
in Christ. “Seek ye first His kingdom and His
righteonsness; and all these things shall be added
unto yon” (Matthew vi. 33). We cannot truly serve
the Lord if we are distracted by personal interests
and cares, ¢ven if these are related to spiritnal
matters. We must find a basis of rest about all that
concerns ourselves, so that we may be devoted to
the things of Jesus Christ. We, too, have many
legitimate cares and concerns. In the present days
these tend greatly to increase and multiply. Do such
personal interests obsess our minds, absord our
conversations, Or even preoccupy us in prayer? We
must learn to cast our burdens upon the Lord.

NO EARTHLY GLORY

But the need for faith hecomes far more evident
in the case of the Kohathites, for they never saw
the true nature of the burdens which they bore.
Their burdens were screened from their gaze, not
only by the coverings of blue or scarlet, but by the
outer wrappings of sealskin. They could not see the
golden furniture of the sanctuary; with the excep-
tion of the Ark, they could not even see the heavenly
blue; they only saw the shapeless burdens of rough
skin. Had they walked by appearances they would

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1966

not have been able to continue carrying their
rough-locking loads mile after weary mile. They
would have felt that it was not worth while, It would
have seemed so onerous and so unnecessary that
they would have refused to lend their shoulders to
the task. We may object that, of course, while they
could not see the candlestick and the gelden altar
and the rest, they knew that they were there, That
is true, in theory; but it is afso the case that
theoretically we know the heavenly nature and the
preciousness to God of the burdens we bear,
Nevertheless we often despise them because of their
harsh exterior, feeling that they are unnecessary and
without value to Christ. We are called upon to
shoulder that which seems to have neither meaning
nor value, but only weight; and so we are tempted
to despair. How drab and repulsive our burdens
seem! We cannot see the meaning of our suffering,
or the value to God of our service. Everything is so
different from our natural expectations of what it
means to serve the Lord. Let us remember that the
most holy service was rendered by those who
appeared to count for nothing. Only faith could
pierce the sealskin, reminding the Kohathites of the
extreme preciousness to Ged of that which they
bare. Only faith saw the glory of Christ, with the
scarlet of His costly sufferings and the blue of His
heavenly beauty, beneath the rude coverings. Only
faith! The natural eye can never perceive the true
value to God of the burdens of the sanctuary.

NO HUMAN CHOICE

A further distinetion in the service of the
Kohathites was that each burden was specifically
assigned by Aaron and his sons. There is a realm
of service in which we can “take up” that which we
like, and enjoy ourselves in whatever particular
aspect of ministry appeals to us. It was not so with
the Kohathites. All the burdens were prepared and
covered before ever they appeared, and then the
high priest appointed each man to his burden. They
were not consulted; they were not allowed to
choose; it is possible that they were not even told
what they were to carry. The high priest showed to
each man his burden, shapeless and harsh as it
might seem, and required him to take it up in fatth.
There was no place for questioning. The servants of
the Lord put their shoulders to the burdens, and set
forth in the obedience of faith. And in so doing
they rendered the highest service. They carried that
which spoke most of Christ. They made the whole
people of God indebted to them. Dear fellow-
believer, may it not be that your problems and
complaints would cease if you could thus walk by
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faith? You are being honoured by being treated as
a son of Kohath. Our great High Priest appoints
to you some burden which scems repulsive and
without any spiritual import. You see no glory in
it; nothing of gold or heavenly blue. It is harsh. It
is, you think, more than fiesh and blood can bear.
That is the sealskin exterior. The High Priest has
seen what is underneath the skin, though you never
have, and He knows how infinitely precious the
burden really is. Can you not trust Him, walking
by faith, instead of by appearances? When the
day’s march is ended, and the House ‘of the Lord
complete, your trying borden may be found to have
contributed that which is most valuable and sacred
in it.
NO PROMINENT POSITION

The Kohathites came behind. Of course, there
was a reason for their position, as there is a reason
for every divine appointment, but the fact remains:
they came behind. That is very galling to the flesh.
They were the most privileged of the Levites, and
yet they marched behind. The wagons went on
before. God ordered it to be so. The more spiritual
our position the more are we called to take the
place behind, while the impressive forms of service
gain the prominence. In quite another allusion, but
on the same principle Paul wrote: “For, I think,
God hath set forth us the apostles last of all”
(I Corinthians iv. 9). There are plenty who will go
on before, and enjoy a prominent position. There
are many “wagons” in Christian service, and there
is not a little brilliance and colour. There is, how-
ever, a dearth of those who are willing to bear
heavy and ugly burdens, and bearing them, to come
on behind. So many walk by appearance: so few
are ready to walk by faith, The people of God are
arrested in their progress for lack of Kohathites,
who bear the burdens of the sanctuary on conse-

crated shoulders, and are willing to come humbly
on behind.

BARNABAS THE LEVITE

1 think, perhaps, that it was in this last respect
that Barnabas failed. He is the only Levite men-
tioned by name in the New Testament, and he
exhibited the true features of his tribe. Like the
Ievites, he laid aside all personal interests for the
Lord’s sake (Acts iv. 36-37). Like them, he realised
that divine interests are furthered not by machinery,
but by a man (Acts xi. 25-26). Like the Kohathites
he had his own specific task appointed to him by
the great High Priest (Acts xiii. 2). But as time went
on he seemed to find it irksome to lose his promi-
nence, and to come humbly on behind another, He
had sponsored Saul at his beginnings; he had
brought him to Antioch; and he had been the first
of thaf band of ministers there, while Saul was the
last. At first it was “Barnabas and Paul”, then later
the order was sometimes varied until finally Paul
clearly took the lead with Barnabas falling into
second place. It all culminated in a bitter quarrel,
when Barnabas cast off Paul’s yoke and went away
to serve the Lord on his own. In the absence of
revelation we hesitate to give an opinion, but it does
seem that Barnabas was to blame. Paul was clearly
the elect apostle to the Gentiles, and his position
was manifestly supported by the church at Antioch.
Is it possible that Barnabas, “a good man, and full
of the Holy Ghost and of faith”, could stumble at
having to pive place to another? It is only too
possible. May the Lord enable us, His spiritual
Kohathites, to bear even this for His sake, being
copntent in humble faith to be those who come on
behind. It is omnly thus that the most precious
burdens of the sanctuary are borne.

H.F.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

HIDDEN HANDICAP

THE Queen Mary had had a nice long rest. The
great liner usually leads a very busy life, hurrying
backwards and forwards across the Atlantic, but
owing to the seamen’s strike she had been lying
idie for weeks. As we have said, hers had been a
nice long rest.

She was one of those transatlantic liners which

travel fo and fro, carrying thousands and thousands
of passengers. Some of these are busy people who
need to get to some other part of the world on their
business. Some are serious travellers who wish to
visit families or friends and want to arrive as soon
as possible. Others are just pleasure seekers, happy
to enjoy all the advantages of life aboard a big ship
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PERSON AND
MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE PETER (IV)

WE proceed to a further small fragment in this
great matter which has been opened to us con-
cerning the change from the old Israel to a new
Israel, which was declared by the Lord Jesus Him-
self when He said to the leaders and representatives
of the old Tsrael; *The kingdom of God shall be
taken away from you, and shall be given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matthew xxi. 43).
This actually has taken place. As the last many
centuries of history have made perfectly evident,
the Kingdom of God has been taken away from
that former Israel, and they are without it all
through this present dispensation. It has been
transferred to a new Isracl—"a nation bringing
forth the fruits thereof™.

We have been secing how Peter is the bridge
between the two Israels, standing in the gap
between the old and the new, and how by him the
old passes and the new is established, both in his
own person, and what was done in him by the Holy
Spirit, and in his ministry. The fruits of a nation,
of the kingdom of the new Israel, are manifested,
and we have been looking at some of the fruits as
seen in and through the life and the ministry of this
first of the twelve, the Apostle Peter.

If yon have any doubt whatever about the truth
of this, you only have to look at his first Letter
again, We have said a lot of things, which are true,
but there is that which gathers it all up and presents
it to us concretely. You will find it in his first Letter,
chapter ii, verses 4-10:

*Unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed
of men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as living
stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. Because it is contained
in scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not
be put to shame. For you therefore which believe is
the preciousness: but for such as disbelieve, The stone
which the builders rejected, the same was made the
head of the corner; and, A stone of stumbling, and a
rock of offence; for they stumble ar the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. But
ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for God’s own possession, that ye
may shew forth the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness info his marvellous light: which
in time past were no people, but now are the people
of God: which had not obtuined mercy, but now have
obtained mercy.”

(Note in verse 9: “But ye . .
transition to the new.)

That section does not leave us in any doubt that
the old has been transferred to the new, but in a
different realm and with a different nature. Peter,
who had all the tradition of the former Israel, bhas
come to see that now all that was there in a temporal
way has been passed over to a spiritual realm. Now
all is of a spiritual, and not of a temporal, character.

There are many things here that would be helpful
for us to dwell upon. We could take up this whole
paragraph bit by bit, for there is so much wealth
in it. I am not intending to do that, but I want to
point out one thing in that connection before
passing on to the thing which I feel is the Lord’s
word for this time.

.” There is the

THE LOCATION OF THE NEW ISRAEL

Here the Apostle says: “Ye ate an elect race, a
royal pricsthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s
own possession, that ye may shew forth the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light.” Do you notice that is ali
in the singular? “Arn elect race, a holy nation, a
royat priesthond.”

In the old dispensation that was all concentrated
in @ place on this earth: in the temple at Jerusalem.
That Israel had its focal peint, its unity, in that
geographical centre. The elect race was represented,
gathered into, Jerusalem, and its focus was there.
The holy nation was synonymous with Jerusalem,
whither the tribes went up. The roval priesthood was
centred in Jerusalem. That was where Israel went
to see the priesthood, for it functioned in the city of
the great king. They were ‘a people for God’s own
possession’: one thing, with that focal point in the
nations.

Now, how does Peter begin his first Letter?
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect” . . .
who are centred in Jerusalem? No, not at all! . ..
“who are the sojourners of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia”—and any-
where else ypu like to mention. Do you see the
paint? Wherever this people is there is a repre-
sentation of all this. If it is anywhere in the world,
dispersed amongst the nations over the earth, there
it represents, or is intended to represent, all that is
here about the new Israel.
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AN ELECT RACE

If we were to dwell upon that it would take a long
time, but there is one thing that we will say.

You know that the elect is something very, very
precious to God, so precious that it is going to be
saved (Matthew xxiv. 22). It says that at the end
“there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect” (Matthew xxiv. 24—av). Logically, of course,
the elect is not going to be deceived. It is something
very precious to God, wherever it is, bat it i3 no
longer something concentrated in some place on
this earth, whether it be Rome, or Jerusalem, or
anywhere else, but it is scattered abroad in the
nations. Not only is it representative of the new
Israel, but it is called upon, and expected, to
function there in this capacity.

A ROYAL _PRIESTHOOD

The priesthood in the new Israel is not a cult of
men wearing certain kinds of robes, performing a
certain ritual, and going through a certain per-
formance of religion. There are no outward robes
on the royal priests in the new Israel. You, dear
friends, if you are in this, are as much a priest as
ever there was a priest in the Israel of old, and your
function as such, therefore, is to *“*offer up spiritual
sacrifices”, to be a sacrificing priest in union with
the King. A royal priesthood is a priesthood of
kingship, of Divine rule, authority, majesty, and
united with the Throne, to function as such.

A HOLY NATION

Do you remember what we have said about
holiness? “‘Holy’ in the Bible means being com-
pletely separated from all that is not God to all and
only what is God, being separated unto God. ‘Holy’
and ‘sanctified’ are the same word, with the same
meaning—completely God’s, with every other link
severed. God’s holy people are a holy nation among
the nations, but different from the nations, a holy
nation in the world, but different therefrom. Peter
says: “You are not now a temple made with hands,
built with stone, after the old order, but yon are a
spiritual house, wherever you are scattered, and
God only sees one. However so many parts there
may be, with very many miles between, God only
sees one spiritual house, composed of spiritual
stones. Jesus Christ is not so many corner stones,
but one corner stone of the whole.’

There is here another one of these remarkable
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allusions to Peter’s former life in the days of Christ’s
flesh, and it is more than interesting. I sometimes feel
that these allusions almost touch a vein of humour
as Peter in his mentality is picking it all up and
transferring it. He says here about this new spiritual
house that is being built in this dispensation, that
this is the fulfilment of the Old Testament state-
ment: *I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect,
precious . . .”, and then he goes on: “A stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offence; for they stumble
at the word.”

‘Peter, 1 am going up to Jerusalem, and there I
am going to be delivered into the hands of wicked
men. They will crucify Me ., .’ ‘No, Lord, rever!
This shall never come to Thee!” “Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art a stumblingblock unto me.”
“They stumble at the word,” This is wrought into
the very fibre of Peter’s spiritual life. How the word
of the Cross was a stumblingblock to Peter! What
Paul said about the Jews was true of him: “The
word of the cross is to them that are perishing
foolishness . . . we preach Christ crucified, unto Jews
a stumblingblock™ (I Corinthjans i. 18, 23). It was
an offence to them, and the word ‘offence’ is, as
you know, the same word in the original as
‘stomblingblock’. The Greek word is ‘scandal’,
‘offence’ or ‘stumblingblock’. Peter fell headlong
when the Lord Jesus spoke of the Cross, and He
said: “You are an offence, a stumblingblock. Youn
are a scandal to Me. Get thee behind Me!® Ah,
Peter has pulled over here, and to the unbelieving
people he says: “This whole new spiritual house,
and all to do with it, is not believed and therefore
you stumble at the word. You go headlong over
this. It is a rock of offence. The word of the Cross
is an offence. But to you who believe is the precious-
ness.” That is the difference between the old and
the new.,

‘Well, I have said that we could see so much more
about this change from the old to the new—the new
house, the new sacrifices—but I want to give the
short remaining space to one special thing in this
Letter.

THE RETURN OF GRACE

First, we note how Peter himself represents this
new Israel in the transition, and the tremendous
thing that had to be done to make that transition
from the one to the other. We have been seeing
what a transition it was in Peter’s casc. We have
really only been glimpsing it, but it was a tremen-
dous thing that happened in this man! Look again
at the former Peter, the Simon Peter before what
the Lord Jesus referred to as bis conversion—*“when
once thou hast turned again™ (Luke xxii. 32)—and

107



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

A WITRESS AND A TESTIMONY

ErRmA
@%ﬁsgeﬁm Ny

\
L A
8p» %a ii..§), and thel, s8athe U
i 8 "f '.‘ ..“




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 44 - Searchable

i

1 have to show grace from myself outwardly in this
world of difficulty and of suffering. That grace has
to have a reaction toward people and toward
things. That grace which God has shown to me I
have got to show now when 1 am under stress, trial
and difficulty, buffeted for being right and doing the
right thing, and unjustly accused and made to
suffer. There must be no retaliation. I must endure
patiently.” That is the return of grace—the grace of
God in us as a return action, in order 1o ‘show forth
the excellencies of Him’. ‘

That is 8 wonderful way of using the word ‘grace’!
But it is very practical—Peter is very practical. He
says: ‘Look here, you are being treated unfairly,
unjustly, and you do not really merit what you are
having to put up with. It is not because of wrong in
you. You can be bitter, rebellions, resentful, if you
like. You can give as good as you get. You can
retaliate.” But Peter says that is a breakdown of
grace. If, when things are like that, you take it
patiently, then that is grace. You see, this word
‘acceptable’ is quite a good word: “acceptable with
God”. The meaning is there, but it is not so
apparent, is it, as when it is translated correctly?
‘This is grace with God: suffering wrongfully and
taking it patiently.’

Now we are all put on the spot over this! This
human nature of ours is not like that! Mine is not,
at any rate. Is yours? Have you got any fighting
nature? Have you any self-strength? Have you any
soul strength? Do vou say: ‘I am not going to take
that lying down’? Well, that is just what is here.
Graceis: Takingitlyingdownand letting them go on.

This is a new order of things, is it not? So
different from the old Israei! It is a new realm:
grace in its reactions to persecutions, misrepresenta-
tions, slanders and everything that is unfair and
untrue, keeping your tongue still, your lips closed
and refusing to vindicate yourself. This is grace
with God.

In the last chapter I mentioned one other thing
and I am not going to return to it in detail—the
relationship between husbands and wives and wives
and husbands when the situation is difficult because
either may be having to put up with something
difficult from the other. The Apostle, as you
remember, said (in chapter iii. 7) that the basis of
that relationship is that they are ‘fellow-heirs of the
grace of life’, If they are true, both of them being
born again, they have a common ground—Divine
life, the grace of life, and they must always seek to
react to one another upon the common ground of
what is of the Lord in each other. It is not always
easy, but it is a very different kind of life from, the
old realm.
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We just mention that, and pass on into chapter
iv. 10: “Good stewards of the manifold grace of
God”. Here we are again on very practical ground.
The Lord has given you a gift of some kind. It may
be a gift of a temporal kind, such as means, or a
gift of influence, or it may be that you have a
spiritual gift of some kind. Whatever it is, you have,
by the grace of God, some resource, something in
your hand, something that you possess. It is some-
thing that the Lord has given you, and He has given
it to you to use, Whatever it is, it is a stewardship
that has been committed to you, and that steward-
ship has tobe exercised upon the principle of grace.
Grace does not mmean keeping to yourself what you
have, and withholding from others what you could
give. It does not mean letting others suffer loss when
you could do something to meet their need, what-
ever it may be, spiritual or temporal. Grace in us
demands that we do all that we can to see that
others are ministered to. That is grace—‘as good
stewards of the many-sided grace of God’, which
just means that to one the grace of God has given
this, and to another that. It is not the same to
everyone, but everyone in this new Israel has
something to give.

I could take you back to the Old Testament and
llustrate that. What about the building of the
tabernacle ? Everyone had to give something—gold,
silver, wood, fabric. Everyone had something to
contribute, and they were called upon to minister
what they had. Now we have passed over into this
new spiritual lIsrael, and what have we got that
others would benefit by? It is a violation of the
principle of grace to keep it to ourselves and not
let others have i. Well, perhaps that is too self-
evident to need emphasizing, but you see that Peter
uses the word ‘grace’ in this connection, meaning
that every memher of the spiritual Israel shonld be
a contributing member in some way or other, and
not just a receiving one. There are far too many
passengers in the Church, far too many who just
sit with open mouths, taking it all in, and never
giving anything. I hope that does not apply to
anyone here. Grace means that we are a giving
people. We have something to give, and we are
giving it, and we ought to have something to
give.

“Likewise, ye younger, be subject unto the elder.
Yea, all of you gird yourselves with humility, to
serve one another: for God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace to the humble” (v, 5). 1 like this very
much! You would miss it very largely, except for
the obvious surface statements and words, unless
you knew exactly what lies behind this in the
original langunage, and then you would see at once
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what Peter is talking about. Supposing 1 give it to
you: “All of you gird on the apron of humility to
serve one another.” Now where are you? You are
back in John xiii, where Jesus laid aside His robe
and put on the apron of the servant—girded
Himself with the apron of the servant. Peter has not
forgotten that! “Now all of you put on the apron
of the servant to serve one another; for God
resisteth the proud.” Peter was very, very near to
that at that time: “*Never wash my feet!” Why not?
Peter was too proud. “God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace-to the humble.” Grace is donning the
servant’s apron to serve one another. Need we say
anything more about that? This is the true grace
of God.

“And the God of all grace, who called you unto
his eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have
suffered a little while, shall himself perfect, stablish,
strengthen you. To him be the dominion for ever
and ever” (v, 10, 11).

Grace triumpbant through suffering. Peter is at
the end of the Letter now and is only going to have
one more use of this word. But he has said a lot
in this Letter about suffering—the sufferings of
Christ being shared by the members of this new
Israel. . . . “Think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial among you, as though a strange thing
happened unto you” (v. 12). Yes, he has a lot to
say about sufferings, and they were sufferings! You
do not perhaps know that when he wrote this Letter
the great persecution under Nero had broken oit.
Paul was beheaded, and how long there was
between that and Peter being crucified we do not
know, but he remembered and mentioned it here,
in IT Peter i. 14, that he was to put off his tabernacle
even as the Lord had shown him. And where did
the Lord show him that? In John xxi. 18: “When
thou wast young, thau girdest thyself, and walkedit
whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old,
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another
shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest
not. Now this he spake, signifying by what manner
of death he should glorify God.” Although it is not
recorded in the New Testament, the tradition is

quite strong that Peter was crucified. The difference
between Paul’s death and Peter’s was this: the
Romans could not crucify a Roman citizen, and
Paul was a Roman citizen, so he could not be
crucified. But anyone of another nation could be
crucified, so Peter was crucified and Paul was
beheaded.

So now it was the time of suffering. Paul meets
the nitimate of that suffering and Peter is about to
meet it. It was a time when all the Christians every-
where were being terribly persecuted, but here
Peter says: “Through the snffering of this little while
there will be grace sufficient to make us triumphant.’
Grace trinmphant in suffering! T would say that we
are not always overwhelmingly conscious of that
triumphant grace, but what I could say is this:
After a fairly long life, and knowing a little bit
about this, the marvel of the triumph is that we are
still found going on with the Lord, when a hundred
times, if it had been left to us, we could have gone
out. It is a terrible thing to say, but it is possible to
come to such a place that you would wash your
hands of Christianity altogether when you come to
know the real state of things in the realm of
Christendom. Well, that is a shocking thing to say—
but for the grace of God where would we be
through all the sufferings? However, here it is:
“After that ye have suffered a little while, shall
himself perfect, stablish, strengthen you.”

Now, with all this about grace in this Letter,
what is the final word? “Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
(IT Peter iii. 18). ‘Grow in your patience, in your
forbearance, in your being silent under provocation,
in your enduring suffering, in the difficulties of your
relationships—let it be growing in grace.’

You will see how hurried one has had to be and
how much one has had to leave out, but that is
enough! I can say more in an hour than you can
fulfil in a lifetime!

Let us go away and ask the Lord for grace, that
the word which He has spoken to us shall really be,
as with this man, in our very being, and that this
shall be the kind of people that we are.

(Concluded)

A NEW PUBLICATION

The new Yolume Two of The Stewardship of the
Mystery is now avilable and we would underline
the fact that this is an entirely new publication,
the outcome of a growing burden to put into
writing the essence of that particular ministry of
“The Mystery” which was committed to the
Apostle Paul. It is our hope and prayer that this

little book may come as a timely message to the
Lord’s people today.

Price: Cloth bound: 7s. 6d. ($1.60) plus postage
7d. (8 cents).

Paper bound: 6s. 0d. {(§1.28) plus postage
6d. (7 cents).
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self-directed life and way to the absolute mastery
of the Spirit. When Elisha got through that, to that
point of complete committal, the mantle of Elijah
came down on him, as everybody recognised. “The
spirit of Elijah doth rest upon Elisha” (H Kings ii. 15).
The final committal is at Jordan, at the Cross,
where there is full abandonment to the absolute
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, for Him to say: “This
way, or that way. Hither, or thither’, never allowing
us to dictate anything at all.

But, oh! What a lot of limitation continues in our
life because, well, we want to say which way, what
it is to be, and what it is not to be. We have argu-
ments with the Lord and we have controversies
with the Holy Spirit, but once He gets that complete
sovereignty you see what happens.

We spoke earlier of the inestimable blessing of an
opened heaven. Well, Elisha came into that, didn’t
he? “Chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.”
An opened heaven and the Spirit coming through
the opened heaven, as the master went into glory.
1t is the parable of this truth that we have here in
the Book of the Acts, and that book is the continua-
tion of this testimony. It has so often been pointed
out that it is a book which was never finished.
Perhaps vou, like me, have often wished that Luke
had written his third volume and carried it some-
where mnearer to completion, telling uvs what
happened afterwards. But, no, the Holy Spirit never
allowed that story to be ended, because it is not
ended yet. We are in the third volume of the Acts
of Jesus Christ now! That volime of the doings
and teachings of Jesus Christ is being written now,
and we will read it later on.

But, dear friends, the truth is the same. The same
Lord is in heaven. The same Holy Spirit has come
forth from heaven to us. The same testimony of
Jesus as was cownmitted to those disciples and
apostles has been committed to us. The same
glorious endowment is ours, the endowment of the
Holy Spirit. What an endowment!

I wanted to take you to some of the things in the
life of Elisha, to talk to you about that poor widow
and her oil, the collecting, the borrowing of very
many vessels from all her neighbours, and the
miracle of the never-ending oil while there was a
need. Well, you can see yourself what that means.
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The blessed, wonderful sufficiency of the Holy
Spirit to meet all need, to pay all obligations and to
get through with the testimony to the glory of God.
One passage from Paul is enough to include that:
“God is able to make all grace abound unto you;
that ve, having always all sufficiency in everything,
may abound” {I1 Corinthians ix. 8). That is the
woman and her pots of oil overflowing—the all-
sufficiency of the Holy Spirit, however long we live,
to meet the last demand. What a blessed thing
that is!

And I wanted to talk to you about Naaman and
his mighty experience of this power of the Spirit,
but we must leave him.

And, then what about the sons of the prophets
of Jericho, who said: “Behold now, the place where
we dwell before thee is too strait for us. Let us go,
we pray thee, unto Jordan . . | and let us make us a
place there, where we may dwell” (I Kings vi. 1, 2).
The question of enlargement again, of capacity for
usefulness and service. You know they went down
to Jordan, and as they were cutting down the trees
for this enlargement, the axe-head of one came off
and fell into the water, which was evidently so deep
that they could not see where it was. Elisha said:
“Where fell it ?” And then the result—and by this
act of Elisha “the iron did swim™ (11 Kings vi, 6—
R®Y margin). That is the focal point of it: that, dear
friends, which by nature wonld always sink and go
to the bottom, is made to reverse its course and
swim. What a story is in that of spiritual experience
through the centuries! You and I by nature are
always ready to sink. That is our way! Even in the
work of the Lord our way is 5o often the down way.
We say we get down—°1 am down today.” We are
gravitating downwards—the forces of gravity are
too much for us. And then, by the miracle of the
Holy Spirit, ascenddncy comes in and takes charge,
where the natural course would be downwards. 1
have nto space to enlarge upon that—1I just indicate it.

These are things which become very troe in 1he
spiritual life when the Holy Spirit is in charge. The
order is reversed. You and I naturally have a great
propensity for getimg down. The Holy Spirit
reverses that natural way and brings us up again
and again. This heavy iron of our natures is made
to swim. You know something about that!

(To be continued)
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of this
little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute to
the Divine end which is presented in the words of
Ephesians iv. 13— . . . till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children . . .”

It is not comnected with any ‘Movement’,
‘Organization’, ‘Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to “all saints”. Tts
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its “attainment’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘subscription’, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘A Witness and A Testimony’, 30, Dunoon Road,
Forest Hill, London, S.E. 23, England. All cheques
should be made payable to “Witness and Testimony
Ajc’. The paper is sent only to those who person-
ally desire it, and we count on friends to advise us
if this is no longer the case, or if they change
their address.

‘Personal’ letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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FROM THE EDITOR

DEAR CIRCLE OF FRIENDS IN CHRIST,

Firstly, as promised, a brief report on the con-
ference in Switzerland. To the many friends who
assured us of prayer for that time we can say,
without reserve, that the Lord answered very truly.
All our fears as to imsufficient accommodation
proved unnecessary, for no one had to be refused;
extra accommodation came to knowledge when we
arrived, and the company was provided for in a
number of piaces. It was a good company, repre-
senting quite a number of countries. The spirit and
fellowship were very good, and the Lord graciously
helped in the minmistry. We were glad to have
with us our brothers Lambert of Richmond and
Thompson of Bombay. Both ministered at morning
prayers, and brother Thompson spoke once in the
evening.

Without reference to the matter, quite spon-
taneously, six of the company asked if they could
give testimony in believer’s baptism, and the Lord,
quite wonderfully, arranged for this to be possible.
It was a highlight of the conference.

We were led to be occupied throughout with the
last two chapters of the book of the Revelation, and

the Lord put His finger upon many very practical
matters relating to the full end toward which He is
working. As to weather, it was the best week that
we have ever had at Aeschi. It was not easy to leave
this literal and spiritual mountain time, but we
trust that ““the God of the Mountains” will be as
real in the valleys as there.

And now, after the conferences in U.S.A.,
Holland, and Switzerland, we are much before the
Lord for the future. Not with the Lord, but with us
there are big questions in the place of prayer, and
issues in the balances. He already knows the answers
but we wait.

The whole matter of our future base and sphere
is a major issue, and we ask for fellowship in this
connection. Our work seems to be finished at
Honor Oak and the new orientation does not seem
to need our particular ministry and function. We,
however, have no intention of moving without
definite leading by the Lord. We remain His
“ambassador in bonds”.

The Church of God is passing into, or through,
some very big changes, and there is much “over-
turning, overturning, until he comes whose right it
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GLORY AT THE END

Reading: Haggai ii. 1-9; Ephesians iii. 20, 21;
Revelation xxi. 10-11.

“The latter glory of this house shall be greater than
the former.”

“Unto him be the glory in the church . . . for ever and
ever.™ : '

““The holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, kaving the glory of God.”

IT is something of which we should remind our-
selves continually, that the end is going to be in
glory, with glory—the end will be glory. Sometimes
our answer to an interrogation might very well be
that of the people in the time of Ezra, Nehemiah
and Haggai: The present glory is nothing! but “the
latter glory . . . shall be greater than the former™.
The end will be with glory. We must tell ourselves
that, when things look anything but glorious, when
the glory seems to be entirely hidden, when there
seems to be no glory at all in our experience and
we are passing through a deep and terrible time of
trial and affliction, this is not the end; it just cannot
be the end. Though we think the end has come, it
cannot be identified as the end, because the Word
of God says that the end is glory. This is not glory;
thercfore it cannot be the end and we have not
arrived at the end yet. We are not going down in
shame, in dishonour, in reproach, in despair. Weare
going up in glory, for the end is glory.

THE GLORY OF GRACE

What is this glory ? Well, quite clearly, according
to these passages which we have read, and others,
it i8 the glory of grace. *“The latter glory of this
house shall be greater than the former”, and in that
very connection the prophet says: “He shall bring
forth the top stone with shoutings of Grace, grace
unto it” (Zechariah iv. 7). The words from the
letter to the Ephesians—*“unto him be the glory in
the church”—are set in a whole encompassment of
grace. The incomparable words concerning grace
are found in that letter: “That we should be . . .
to the praise of the glory of his grace, which he
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (i. 6);
*According to the riches of his grace™ (i. 7); “(By
grace have ye been saved) . . . that in the ages to
come he might show the exceeding riches of his
grace™ (ii. 5, 7); ““‘Unto me”, says the writer, ““was
this grace given, to preach among the Gentiles the

unsearchable riches of Christ” (iii. 8). The last
words concerning grace are in connection with the
glory. So it is quite obviously the glory of grace.
The Lord, in order to get the glory, will see that
everything is kept on a basis of grace, that is, that
everything that is not grace will be smitten hip and
thigh by Him. In the end there will be no other
element whatever in the situation. We shall just
have to say it is His grace—the glory of His grace.

THE BATTLEGROUMD OF GRACE

The enemy is always trying to get us off the
ground of grace. If he cannot do so by accusation,
he will do so by false grace, which is presumption.
In this way he makes grace a way of living as you
like. It does not matter what you do, how you
behave, grace will cover anything. “Once in grace,
always in grace”, so do not be troubled with
responsibility. So grace is subverted. In many ways
grace Is a battleground, not a play-ground.

GRACE A POWER IN THE LIFE

The only answer to these things is this: That
while grace is that favour of God which asks for
no merit, no earning, and is freely bestowed on us,
as Paul says, in the Beloved, grace is also a power
in the life. It is a vital force to make us live accord-
ing to the good pleasure of Ged, the grace of God
not only manifested in our acceptance, but in our
lives, the acceptance begetting a response to the
pleasure of God. Grace is a character, a nature, as
well as a standing; grace unto glory, His glory,
primarily the glory of what grace has done in our
acceptance, in our standing, in our position, but
also what grace has done in conforming us to the
image of His Son, what grace is doing in us. Itis a
working thing. The glory of His grace at the end
will be the manifestation of what grace has done.

THE GLORY OF HIS SOVEREIGN WISDOM AND POWER

It will be the glory of His sovereign wisdom and
power. You go back to these books of Ezra and
Nehemiah and you find a people very much in need
of the grace of God by reason of their own helpless-
ness, the remnant being stfipped and shorn of
everything, unable to provide anything at all, so
that it must all be of the Lord. And then you see
the enemies, all the enemies. No sooner does God’s
purpose conte into view, and a people in it, than,
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as from nowhcre, enemies spring up. You have
never heard their names until now, you never knew
anything about them and you did not know of
their existence until now. How these people were
beset on every hand by opposing forces who would
make the work to cease by every means! You know
the many forms of opposition in the book of
Nehemiah—the enemy comes in from the deepest
subterfuge to the most open and violent persecn-
tion. But there is a wonderful revelation of the
sovereign wisdom and power of God; wisdom in
outwitting the cunning of men and devils; wisdom
in finding ways for the accomplishment of the
purpose which men could never find; yes, and
wisdom in turning the very work of their enemies
to be complementary, spiritually complementary.
Sovereign wisdom and sovereign power—and the
house filled with glory at the end. The glory is the
glory of that wisdom and power of God. “Unto
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think”, which goes beyond our
ability to imagine how it can be done, or that it
can be done at all, “according to the power that
worketh in us, unto him be the glory in the church”.
The story of the people of God is just that story of
the power and wisdom of God, finding ways where
there are no ways, finding means where there are no
means, outwitting all the cunning of the enemy and
turning the enemy’s very work to advantage. . . .
“I would have you know . . . that the things which
happened imto me have fallen out rather unto the
progress of the gospel” (Philippians i. 12). The
wisdom of God, the power of God, the glory of
that is manifested in the end.

THE GLORY OF LIFE

And then it is the glory of life, the inherent
qualities of Divine life being fully manifested at the
end; life with its inherent power of transcendance,
for the supreme and inelusive enemy is death, for
death, while destroyed and defeated in the Cross,
is still allowed to work against the Lord’s people.
The destroyer is always on the track of one who
has the life of God within. It is a part of the Divine
order and economy to put the Divine life within
and then allow it to be assailed by death and the
powers of death in order to bring out what is
inherent in that life. You and I would never know
what we have got until it is drawn out and forced
out by adverse conditions. We will never know
what a Lord we have until we have to prove Him
as the Lord of hosts. Notice that this whole matter
of glory and grace is kept closely in touch with that
very phrase, which is almost monotonously re-

peated: “The Lord of hosts”, “Thus saith the Lord
of hosts”. You have to know Him in that absclutely
supreme sense as the Lord of Aests, which means
that you have to come up against other hosts to
know Him in that way. Death is allowed to assail
the possessors of Divine life just with this object of
showing what that life reaily is, and in the end the
glory will be the glory of the absolute ascendancy
of that life in nullifying all the power of death.
When it says: ““The last enemy that shall be
abolished is death™ (I Corinthians xv. 26), it is a
very significant statement, because there are other
statements which say that the Lord did destroy
death in His death. He tasted death on the behalf
of every man, and destroyed death in order that
there should be no more fear of death, and yet the
last enemy still, yet, to be destroyed is death. What
was done in the Head is going to be done in the
whole Body. The Church is to come into its inheri-
tance, and it is an inheritance of life. We have
within us, in the gift of Divine life, such a wealthy
inheritance, and we know little about it. The Lord
is trying to teach us what we have in hand, what
we can trade with, and in the end it will simply be
the blazing forth of that which has been there all
the time.

PROGRESSIVE GLORY NOW

I have said these things, but my object kies at the
end of this. It is the glory of grace—"Grace all the
work shall crown”-—the glory of His sovereign
power and wisdom, and the glory of His triumphant
life, but do not let us think of glory as something
detached and given, placed upon, at some future
time. We are always using the phraseology about
going to glory, which is imperfect at least. We are
looking forward to the day of glory; we are putting
glory on there. Somewhere in the future, in some
realm, it is going to be glory.

My point is just this: that, while there is a future
somewhere, sometime, when the glory will be
manifested, the Lord’s whole object is to bring
about that glory in His people progressively now.
That is why He is so careful to undercut everything
that would take from the glory of grace, for, you
see, grace is the great antidote to that terrible poison
called pride. Pride was the ruin of the creation and
it is an abomination with God: “God beholdeth
the proud afar off””. The strongest things that can
be found in the Word of God are said against pride
in all its forms, under all its names—arrogance,
conceit, and all the rest. God hates pride, and that is
why He will make everything a matter of grace.
You and 1 can produce nothing and never will
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We, in history, have before us in full view the
fulfilment of terrible words uttered by the Lord
Jesus. We can see a nation, from the year a.p, 70
until our own times, in the ‘‘outer darkmess,
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth’. This was
said by Him to be the consequence of “‘the sin
against the Holy Ghost”, for which there is “no
forgiveness”. But we are also in Romans: “But a
remnant shall be saved”. The “Son of Man”,
anointed and filled with the Spirit, came first to
Israel, speaking and working by the finger of
God” (the Holy Spirit). His words and His works
were discredited and repudiated, and He was
charged with *“having a devil”. They “killed the
Prince of Life”’, demanding a form of death so
shameful as would never be imposed on a Roman
by Rome. This was the sin, and the centuries have
told the story.

To conclude this introduction, what is the point ?
Is it not that particular issue raised by Jesus in His
time among men, and later to the churches: “He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith”? It is sometimes positively amazing and
staggering what even Christians—and Christian
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leaders—can do and say because of this deaf ear
to the Spirit. They can take up and pass on most
pernicious reports which are sheer lies and do
untold harm to others and the Lord’s interests
because they do not 50 walk in the Spirit as to have
Hirm say within: ‘That is not true.” It is one thing
to include belief in the Holy Spirit as a tenet of
Christian doctrine, and it may be quite another
thing to know when “the Spirit of truth” witnesses
within the heart to the truth or the falschood. It is
significant that both the Remnant and the Over-
comer are marked by this ‘hearing the voice’. Jesus
placed the ultimate issue of life or death upon this
‘hearing the voice (not just the words) of the Son
of Man’,

“Every sabbath” they heard the words, but not
the voice.

Ezekiel has so much to say to us which demands
an ear for the Spirit. Let us pray for the ear of
Samuel—

“Oh, give me Samuel’s ear—
An open ear, O Lord!

Alive and quick to hear
Each whisper of Thy word!”

(To be continued)

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

AN OFFER OF LOVE

ABOUT three generations ago in our New
England state which bears a French name, Maine,
lived a farmer whose father had been a British
emigrant, This farmer had two boys: Joe was 14
and Tom was about two years younger. One of
Tom’s tasks was to let down the bars when the
cows came from the pasture into the barnyard to
be milked, then up while they were being milked,
and down again, and up again when the cows
returned. There were four handlings of the bars
every morning and four every night. Tom thought
that was rather too much. He was a student of
economy, like some other boys of various ages, and
he sometimes left the bars down when they ought
to have been up. Sometimes the cows would get
out and do a bit of damage; and there would be a
storm in the house.

This happened a good many times. At last the
father said, ““Tom, the next time you leave those
bars down, I will whip you, and you will know you

are being whipped.” So Tom was good for a while.
But time dims the vision, and it dimmed the vision
of the whip to Tom’s eyes. One twilight he left the
bars down when they should have been up, and the
other stock came through and did a lot of damage.
The father’s face was clouded. Nothing was said
that night. The next morning after breakfast the
father went down into the lower field and was
turning some hay over when the older boy, Joe,
went to speak to his father,

The father did not see Joe at first, so Joe waited
deferentially. By and by the father said, “Well, Yoe,
whaf is it ?”

And Joe, embarrassed, said, “Father, T don’t
want Tom whipped.”

The father said, “I must whip Tom; he has done
wrong, and he must learn to obey. There cannot be
strength without cbedience.”

“Well, Father,” said Joe, shifting his weight from
foot to foot in his embarrassment, “‘did you not
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read at family prayers: ‘He was wounded for our
transgressions’ 7’

The father looked up and said, “You have
got a good memory, boy. What are you thinking
about?”

Joe, flushing, said, “Well, Father, I will take half
of Tom’s whipping.”

“No, I cannot let you do that,” said the father.
“Tom has done the wrong.”

Then looking keenly at Joe, under his shaggy
eyebrows, he said, “Did Tom send you here with
that suggestion?” He knew Tom’s characteristics.
But Tom was not in the thing this time.

“Go and fetich Tom down,” said his father. Joe
found Tom on the front porch of the little white-
painted farmhouse, with his schoolbooks. But he
was not studying the books; he was studying
futures,

“Tom, father wants you down in the lower field,”
said Joe.

When they reached the field they found their
father Jeaning on his hayfork, wrapped in thought.
Joe said, “Father, here is Tom.”” Tom’s face was a
study; it was bitter. In boy talk he was “fighting
mad”.

The father said very gently, “Tom, do you
remember at prayers this morning I read, ‘He was
wounded for our tramsgressions’ 7’

Tom was plainly taken off his guard. That was a

surprise attack and he had no defence at that point.
He flushed and said, “Yes, sir.”

“Well, Tom, Joe says he will take half your
whipping,” said the fatker. You ought to have seen
Tom’s face now, ali changed, all softened.

He swung round on his hee] and threw his arms
around Joe’s neck and said, “No, Joe, you must
not do that.” Then he turned to his father and
said, *“I know I have done wrong, sir. I am ready
for the whipping now, sir.”

But the father’s eyes were not very clear nor his
voice very steady, as he said, “Well, boys, there
will not be any whipping just now. But Tom,
remember, the next time the bars are left down,
Joe’s offer holds good. You may go now, boys.”

Before they went Tom did something very
uvnusual for old New England; he said, “Father,
may I kiss you?” Then the boys went back to the
house,

It was Tom himself from whom I got this story,
when he had reached manhood. Tom said the bars
were never left down again. Joe’s offer, Joe’s love,
held Tom steady at the bars.

How are the bars with you? Jesus did not offer
to take half our whipping. No; he took all of it.
“By His stripes we are healed.” Only when it grips
you that He died for you will you hold steady at
the bars.

SELECTED.

THE SPIRIT’S CALL TO ENLARGEMENT

Reading: 11 Kings iv. 8-37; viif. 1-6.

THAT woman of Shunem little knew of the
developments that would come, and what would be
the results of her providing the prophet’s chamber
for Elisha! Elisha was the man of the Spirit, and
wherever he went something always happened.
Usually it was because people were in trouble, or
in distress, or in difficulty, and he had the answer,
but on this occasion, in the home of the woman of
Shunem, there were no difficulties, yet it became a
very different place through Elisha being there. His
coming to that home brought a great change, and
we might almost say that he stirred up something
that seemed very nice and seitled. This is the pattern
for a life in the Spirit, and we want to see what the
coming of Elisha meant to the home of the great
woman of Shunem.

A NEW EXPERIENCE AS TO ENLARGEMENT

In the first place, it meant for her a new exercise
as to enlargement. As I have said, the coming of
the presence of the Lord through Elisha stirred up
the whole situation, which was a very good thing,.
1t says that she was a “great” woman, and since
the word is used similarly about others, we take it
that she was a wealthy woman and a person of some
importance—a good thing, but also a perilous
thing. What the coming of Elisha to that home
brought out into the light was the danger of being
wealthy and yet limited, having so much and yet
circumstances being so fixed and settled, so without
prospect of enlargement, that, instead of being a
glory, the situation was well on the way to being a
tragedy. Her husband, we are told, was old and her
own life was very limited. What was the prospect
and purpose of all this substance? Frankly, there
was none.
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you are right over on God’s side—and that is the
side to be on.

And then the bed comes into the situation again.
When the child died, she went up and laid him on
the bed of the man of God; not on his own bed,
nor on hers—though that is what we do so often.
We lay it on our bed, take it all on. She laid him
on the bed of the man of God, shut the door and
went out. When you read the story it sounds just a
straightforward narrative, but you put yourself in
her place. She laid this one, in whom all her hopes
were centred, on the bed, left him there and went
out. What sublime faith! That is the kind of faith
that produces resurrection. You may give Elisha a
ot of credit, and he deserves it for he was God’s
instrument, but give the woman her credit. She put
the boy where he was in the way of being raised
from the dead—she put the thing back on to God.
She did all that she could do, and what a big “all’
it is. though so simple!

There is a whole wealth of spiritual instruction
in the sending of Gehazi with the staff and its
failure, and the coming of Elisha and his great
exercise over this boy. While resurrection is an act
of God, it calls for something very positive on our
side if we are the one with the ministry in the Spirit.
Elisha had to stretch himself seven times on that
boy. It is very wonderful when God gives His
answer of resurrection,but you cannot be glib about
resurrection. You can be trustful, but you catnot
be just superficial and easy. The greatest experience
that can ever come to a human life, the greatest
answer of God in any work of His is for it to go
down into death and then get a mighty lift by
resurrection power. Only God can do it. The trouble
is that we do not give Him the chance. He will do
it if we give Him the chance, but make no mistake
about it, when He does it it is a mighty thing.

A MEW PROOF OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY

Now we come to chapter viii, which gives us the
third of the reasons as to why the boy died at all.
He died that the enlargement might be made safe;
he died that faith might have its full exercise; and
he died because God was making provision for the
future, and that death was His way of ensuring
continuance right through to the full expression,
It seems strange to produce continuance by
allowing death to strike, but supposing death had
not stricken the lad. The famine would have come
just the same, they would have been away seven
years just the same, the woman would have come
back and she would have had her son, bur she
would have had no inheritance.

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1966

And so the wonderful thing about this latest and
last development is to se¢ how the sovereignty of
God is at work, and to see His marvellous wisdom.
He allowed that calamity to come, not only to test
the woman’s faith, but because He was thinking of
future days. The trouble is that we can so seldom
agree with Him on that matter. The Lord is making
provision for a development which shall continue,
shall stand the test and endure. We are quite content
to have something quick and exciting, but God
wants something which may be slow but is enduring
and ever-increasing in its value. So the woman and
her son were away seven years, which, by the way,
was another test of faith. She had to leave all her
possessions, just because Elisha said so. I do not
know how bad this famine was—perhaps not quite
s0 bad as was sugpested-—but as far as she was
concerned she was told to go away for seven years
and to let everything go. She had learned her
lesson—would to God that we had! Enlargement
and fruitfulness do not come by holding on, but by
letting go. They do not come by our feeling that
we have to keep something for God, but by a new
exhilaration of assurance that He is well able to
look after His own concerns if we are true to Him.
So the household went, and, as we know, when
they came back the lands were in other possession.
Someone else had them and had had all the profits
from them during those seven years. That is why 1
said that it might not have been such a bad famine.
For seven years the whole thing had been accumu-
lating in its values, but it was out of this woman’s
hands and there was no apparent possibility of her
having it back. That was when she went to make
her appeal to the king.

This is the third point that I want to bring to you.
First, the exercise for enlargement; secondly, the
experience of resurrection, and now, thirdly, this
proof of the absolute sovereignty of God. Look at
the timing here! Isn’t it marvellous? Gehazi is
telling the story to the king—and here she is! What
a good thing she waited the seven years! We would
have waited six, or even six and three-quarters, and
then said: ‘Well, I think 1 had better be getting
back now.” One day too soon and the whole thing
would have been spoiled. That is a tremendous
challenge to us! We must not be tardy, for to have
been too late would have spoiled everything, but
if there is a choice then in a sense it is better to be
too late than too early. To be one day, one hour
before God’s time has struck means that the whole
scheme of things is spoiled, but, oh, how wonder-
fully timed it is when you walk with the Lord! All
this woman knew was that she was going to put in
her claim for what was really hers, but she did not
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creation” (I Corinthians v. 17—Rv margin), it
means exactly that.

Now, you see, that is how the ark came into
being. We have already emphasized that God did
not leave the making of the ark to man’s ideas. It
came into being by a direct revelation from God
Himself, and then it came into being by direct
activity of the Holy Spirit. In the first place, it had
nothing with what man did, or could do, but only
with what God did. This ark was something which
was altogether of God, and if the ark really does
represent the Lord Jesus, that is the first great truth
about Him. Man did not make the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is not a human conception or idea. He is
neither of man’s mind nor of man’s hand, He is a
revelation and a creation of God, something
altogether new. When the people who heard Him
speak said: “Never man spake like this man™ (John
vii. 46—av), they would just as truly have been
able to say: ‘Never was there a man like this Man.’

Now that truth has to move from the objective
to the subjective with us. The begiming of a true
Christian life is something altogether new. We have
to say: ‘I never saw it like that before.”

We must look at the Lord Jesus more closely.
We are saying that He was something new out of
heaven, and the Apostles who wrote about Him
took very great pains to emphasize this truth. The
Apostle John, for instance, continually spoke about
the heavenly character and person—of the Lord
Jesus, and they all took great care to make it
perfectly clear that everything truly related to the
Lord Jesus was of a heavenly nature.

We begin with the home of the Lord Jesus. If you
were asked where His home was, perhaps you
would say: ‘Well, Nazareth, or Bethlehem’, or
perhaps: ‘He had ho home. He Himself said: “The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven have
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay
his head.” He was born in a stable, and was butied
in someone else’s tomb. He was altogether without
ahome.” Are you quite sure that that is true ? If you
think again, vou will know that it is not, for He
Himself said: “I am come down from heaven”
(John vi. 38), and that His Father was in heaven.
His native land was heaven. He was a stranger in
this world, but He had a home. Heaven was His
home,

I wonder if you have all realized that that is the
great truth about every true child of God. It is a
pity that in our most common translation the Lord
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Ye must be boxn again®
(John iii. 7—av). That is only part of the truth.
What He really said was: ‘You must be born from
above.” The first truth about every child of God

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1966

ought to be the same as it was of the Lord Jesus
Christ, for we ought to be able to say: ‘1 don’t
belong here. I am a stranger in this world., It is not
my home.’ This is not because we have been told
that we are going to heaven as our heavenly home,
but because there is something in us of which we
are conscious that does not belong to this world.
Do you really have that consciousness 7 Sometimes
when we go to Canada we meet very many people
who have emigrated from Scotfand, and they give
us such a warm welcome. They say: ‘Oh, are you
from the old country? Qur hearts are there! We
think about it, we dream about it, and when we
get together we are always talking about it. It is
good to meet someone from the old country.” They
are i1 another country, but they do not belong to it.
The country to which they truly belong is inside,
and that is exactly how Jesus was when He was
here. He was always telling people about His
wonderful Father who was in heaven, and about the
wonderful heavenly home from which He had come,
and He was longing to return there. You read the
Gospel by John again and see if that is true!l

Do you see what I mean when I say that what
was true of the Lord Jesus has to be true in us?
That ark of the testimony came out from heaven
and was always moving toward heaven. It would
never come to its rest until it came right into the
heavenly country. Are you quite sure that you have
that country in your heart ? You remember that the
Psalmist, in Psalm lxxxiv, when speaking of the
pilgrim people of God, said: “In whose heart are
the high ways to Zion” {verse 3). The thing that
was in their hearts was going to Zion. Their feet
were not only taking the way to Zion, but the way
to Zion was In their hearts.

Now 1 am spending too much time on this one
thing, but it is very important that we should all
recognize this fundamental thing about a true
Christian life. It must not be that when we come
to the end of the journey we just say: ‘Now [ am
going home’. That is how a lot of people think of
death, but we ought really to have been going home
all our Christian life, and the last step will just be
over and through the door. So heaven as our home
must be in our hearts and in our consciousness from
the beginning of the Christian life.

When you are asked where you were born, it is
only haif a truth to say: ‘In France . . . In Switzer-
land . . . In Germany . ., or, In England.” No, we
were born from above. But what does that mean?
What happened to you when you were born? You
were born because you had received life. When you
were born naturally you received French life, or
German life, or English life, but it was an earthly
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life. It had a beginning, and it has an end, Those
who are born from above receive a life which had
no beginning and has no end. That is what John
tells us about the Lord Jesus. He begins his Gospel
with these words: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God.” Can you tell me
when that beginning was? There is no date to it.
It is outside of time. John says of Jesus Christ: “In
him was life” (John i. 4), and Jesus Himself said:
“T came that they might have life” (John x. 10).

There are two Greek words for ‘life’. One is ‘bios’,
from which we get ‘biology’, and that is just natural
life, but there is another word, ‘zoe’, and that is a
different kind of life. It is a life that no one has
paturally. It is called eternal life, or the life of the
ages—and that is the life which was in Jesus Christ,
and whieh He gives to every new-born child
of God.

Now, you do everything by reason of the life that
is in you. You think because there is life in you,
and when the life has gone, you will stop thinking.
You feel because of the life that is in you. Am I
being too simple? Be patient, for I have not
finished yet.

1 find that French people behave in a certain way
because they have French life, and British people
behave in a certain way becanse they have British
life. And all the other divisions of the human race
behave, think and feel and act because of their
peculiar life. When you go to a foreign country you
are always having to excuse yourself. You have to
say: ‘Excuse me, but this is how we do it in our
country.” You see, your whole behaviour is governed
by the kind of life that is in you. Jesus did not think
as the peopie of this world think, He did not feel
as they feel, and neither did He act as they act.
That was the cause of all the trouble with Him.
The world did not understand Him, and John said:
“The world knoweth us not, because it knew him
not.” He had a life in Him which made Him
different from the life of this world.

We all need to recognize this more, and young
Christians especially must recognize this great truth:
If you really are a child of God you do not belong
to this world system, and even the world recognizes
that there is something different about you. We are
given a life which is not the life of time or of this
world, It is the life of eternity, and that is the life
which we are supposed to have in Jesus Christ.

What is true of the Lord Jesus has to be made true
of us in every respect.

Now I will close with just one other thing about
the ark. When the ark had been made according
to God’s pattern, although it was an expression of
God’s mind it had to be consecrated to Him. You
will find this consecration in Exodus xxx, and there
were two things in it—blood and oil. The high
priest sprinkled the ark with blood and oil. Now
you notice that, as in the New Testament, blood
in the Old Testament is always related to sin. It
speaks of the atonement for sin, for where the
blood was, sin had been removed. Atonement had
been made for sin, and the blood separated that
upon which it rested from a life of sin. The blood
says: ‘Sin is atoned for and put away.” It speaks of
the death side, for that which has shed its blood
has died. Oil speaks of the life side, for, because sin
has been put away, the Holy Spirit can come down
upon it, and because there has been a death to sin,
there can now be a life in the Spirit. In that way the
ark was consecrated, which means that it was
separated unto God. One of its names was ‘The
Ark of God’. It is wholly for God. Tt is no longer
for the world or far self, but altogether for God.

That is Jesus Christ. By shedding His own
precious blood He removed sin for us, and by
giving the oil of the Holy Spirit He has brought us
from death into life, so that now we wholly belong
to God. We do not belong to ourselves, to this
world, or to sin. The Holy Spirit has come to us
and made us wholly God’s.

T am so glad that the old Christians are listening
so carefully! That means that they are also taking
this to heart and are not saying: ‘Oh, that is for
young Christians,” My dear friends, the older we
grow and the further we go with the Lord, the more
true will this become in our history.

Forgive me for saying this: I am not wanting
just to give you the truth that is in the Bible. My far
greater concern is that the truth which is in the
Bible shall be true in us. If you go away with all
this just in your note-books, or in your heads, the
whole conference has failed. All the ministry of
every meeting has failed. All our prayer and travail
over this time is for nothing. These realities about
the Lord Jesus must be realities in our experience.
Therefore I beseech you to have prayerful exercise
about these messages.

(To be continued)
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The following is the first message given at the Aeschi (Switzerland) Conference this year—September, 1966

“THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM”’

1. THE NATURE OF GOD

“And there came one of the seven angels . . . and he
spake with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee
the bride, the wife of the Lamb. And he carried me
away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and
shewed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God” (Revelation xxi. 9, 10).

“Ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Hebrews
xii. 22).

“But the Jerusalem that is above is free, which is our
mother” (Galatians iv. 26).

WE are going to occupy the first part of our time
with trying to see where we are, and those passages
do tell us quite precisely where we are. The Word
says: “Ye are come unto . ., . the heavenly
Jerusalem™, and that “the Jernsalem that is above”
(that is, the heavenly Jerusalem) “is our mother™.
Well, that says where we are, but it does not
explain, and this week we are going to be occupied
with that to which we have come,

Now when you read these last chapters of the
book of the Revelation you are inclined to think
that it is all in the future. “The holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God”
—surely that belongs to some future time? Well,
it may have a future aspect, but these Scriptures
say that we have come there already. I know that
that sounds rather mysterious, but in these hours
which we spend together I think we shall be secing
exactly what it means. At the beginning, then, we
must lay the foundation for our studies.

WHY WERE THESE CHAPTERS WRITTEN?

First of all, we must understand why it was, and
when it was, that the Apostle John wrote all this
about the new Jerusalem, This was written at a
time when Christians were undergoing very severe
persecution. The great wave of persecution of the
Christians was proceeding, and Christianity was
being subjected to very strong opposition from this
world, so that Christians were finding that it was
a matter of very great cost to be faithful to the
Lord Jesus. As you know, the Apostle John him-
self, who wrote this, was in exile on the isle of
Patmos for the testimony of Jesus.

That very first thing makes these chapters very
contemporary, A new wave of persecution of
Christianity has already begun on this earth, and it
is spreading from the east to the west. While we arc
here in this place quite a number of the Lord’s
servants are in prisor for the testimony of Jesus.
So this book does not just relate to something
which happened centuries ago, nor to the future,
but we are going to see that it has a very real
application to our own time.

The second thing about the writing of this vision
of the heavenly Jerusalem was that it was written
in a time when the churches were losing their first
love. A change was coming over them, and the
first chapters of this book show us what that change
was. The first love, the first life, the first glory were
being lost. Surely we all realize how true that is in
many places in our own time! The great cry today
is: “Let us get back to the things of the beginning!’

The third thing that led to the writing of these
chapters was this: It was a time when many false
prophets and teachers were bringing confusion into
Christianity, and the faith which was ‘once for all
delivered unto the saints’ was losing its pority. One
Apostle, who wrote a very short letter, said he was
constrained to write in order “to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 3). Is that not another condition
in which we are living today? Many false teachers
are bringing the people of God into confusion so
that they hardly know what to believe.

Perhaps there is no book in the Bible which is
more confused than this book of the Revelation.
Many Christians have given up reading it, saying:
‘T donr't know what to think about it. This Bible
teacher gives this interpretation, while that one
gives another.” If I tried to do so, I could not tell
you how many different interpretations of the book
of the Revelation there are!

Well, that is how it was in the time when John
wrote. You know that in his Letter he said that
many false Christs had arisen (I John ii. 18). We
must remember that this revelation of the heavenly
Jerusalem was given because of all these conditions.

But let us note one more thing. This book was
written at a time when judgment upon this world
was beginning. You have only to read through it to
see the judgments that were coming upon the world,
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quite differently from ourselves. He looks at things
from the eyes of His own nature. If anything
satisfies the nature of God His eyes fill with life,
and He says: “In whom I am well pleased”, but if
anything does not satisfy the nature of God and
He does not accept it, His eyes become dark. God
judges everything according to His own nature, and
He decides everything according to His own nature.
The value of anything is always decided by God as
to how it answers to His nature. God determines
destiny for eternity on the standard of His own
nature. Is that too difficult for you to grasp? You
will never undetstand this city until yau understand
that, and you will never undérstand why Jesus
Christ came into the world until you understand
that. God is deciding the destiny of this world from
the standpoint of His own nature, and His Son
Jesus Christ is His standard of decision,

There is one guestion which siands over every-
thing, and that is: Does it satisfy the nature of God?
The Bible begins with the fact of God and ends
with the ngture of God in perfect expression, and
this perfect expression of God’s mind and nature is
presented to us in the symbolism of a city and a
garden. Do you notice the word that T have used?
The symbolism of a city and a garden—and this is
where we upset your hymns and you have to have
an absolute revolution in your mentality. Have you
the idea that you are going to the heavenly Jerusalem
as to some thing and some place? I am sorry to tell
you that you are wrong! When you sing:

“Jerusalem the golden!
With milk and honey blest,”

what do you mean? When you sing:

“We’re marching upward to Zion”

what do you meant? When you sing:
“We shall tread the streets of gold”

what do you mean? When you speak about
“drinking at the river” and “taking of the fruit of
life”, what do you mean?

1f I did not see the real meaning I should be very
sorry to spoil all vour lovely pictures! There is no
such thing as a literal new Jerusalem and there is
no such thing as a literal heavenly city answering
to John’s vision, but there is something very much
})etter, and that is what we have to consider more
ully.

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1966

WHY THIS SYMBOLISM ?

I will just close by telling you why all this book
of the Revelation, especially the last chapters, was
written in symbolic terms. This book throughout is
almost entirely symbolism. Why ? Because so much
of it was not only prophetic as to a more distant
future but had to do with the history of those times.
Supposing that, instead of speaking about a great
dragon or a terrible beast coming up out of the sea,
John had said: ‘Caesar is an awful dragon and wild
beast. Caesar is like #hat.” Well, you know what
would have happened! So these historic truths were
presented in symbols, and the Christians under-
stood. You know that Peter called Rome ‘Babylon’,
Well, the Romans, in reading that, would have said:
‘Oh, he is talking about Babylon. Where is
Babylon?, but the Christians understood that
Peter’s Babylon was Rome. So it was all written in
symbols and the Christians were the only ones who
understood, and that is true of the holy city. It is
not something literal; it is something which repre-
sents something spiritual, and it is for Christians
to understand that this is not some imagination but
some spiritual reality. The Lord Jesus said to His
disciples: “Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to the rest in
parables” (Luke viti. 10). That is: You understand,
they don’t. So these chapters are for spiritual
understanding. This city, this heavenly Jerusalem,
is that which fully answers to the nature of God.
Every detail about it represents something of the
Divine nature, so the writer of the letter to the
Hebrews says to Christians: *“Ye are come unto.. .,
the heavenly Jerusalem.”

Now that introduction was very necessary. It
might not be very inspiring at the moment, but we
must understand what it is that we are having to
deal with, and why this has such an important
message for our own lives and our owa times. If
you forget all that I have said this morning, try to
remember one thing and take it away with you,
think about it and keep on thinking about it: All
God’s work in our lives is on the basis of His own
nature. We are called to be “partakers of the
Divine nature”, and when God has finished with
us—if we let Him have His way—we shall be a full
expression of the nature of God. Then, when you
have a great multitude of people like that, a full,
living expression of God’s heart, then you have the
heavenly Jerusalem.

Now you can sing again, if you like, “We are
marching te Zion”, but be sure of what you mean!

(To be continued)
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THE DISPENSATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

4. SPIRITUAL ENLARGEMENT UNTO THE MAINTAINING OF
THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

I WANT to take you back to the point where
Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha, which meant
that Elisha was called, apprehended for that
ministry of succeeding his master after the master
had gone up to heaven., Then there were those
journeys of the two, the testing out of Elisha, from
Gilgal to Bethel, from Bethel to Jericho, from
Jericho to Jordan, the passage of the Jordan, the
ascension of Elijah in the chariot of fire, and the
falling of his mantle upon Elisha, Elisha having
already made the request that there might be a
double portion of his master’s spirit resting upon
him. This verily came to pass, so that the sons of
the prophets, when they saw Elisha return from the
ascension scene said: “The spirit of Elifah doth rest
upon Elisha” (11 Kings ii. 15).

From there we take up some of the impressive
incidents which were the outworking of that
anointing, that double portion of the Spirit, which
fell upon Elisha: that maintenance and extension of
the testimony of the master in the power of the
Holy Spirit. It is difficult not to see the correspon-
dence between that Old Testament story and what
we have in the New Testament: our Lord, Master
and Head, through the Jordan (that is, through the
Cross), ascending to the right hand, the majesty in
the heavens, and His mantle falling upon His
waiting, expectant and commifted servants, the
Church, and from that time the wonderful things
which transpired in the purstance of the testimony
of the Lord in and through His Church on the
earth.

Now Lam going back to the Old Testament story
again, just to pick out of that considerable number
of impressive incidents the three to which I have
referred, and to add a little further word to them,
reminding you that this is not just Old Testament
history, Bible story, interesting and instructive as it
is, but that we stand at this time in that very
position. We are here as the Lord’s vessel—a part
of it—in this very place. It may be a small part,
but it is a part of that vessel that is left here on this
earth while our Lord is away, in order to maintain
His testimony, or that He may maintain His
testimony, here in this world until He returns. That
is our wonderful calling, but that is our great
responsibility, and everyone here is involved in that
responsibility if we belong to the Lord. This ought

to come upon us with great force. You and I, taking
it individually, are entrusted with no lesser thing
than the maintaining of the testimony of Jesus on
this earth in His absence. That is our calling, that
is our business, that is our responsibility, but,
blessed be God! that is provided for abundantly by
Him in the gift of the Holy Spirit.

There are just a few further words to say on these
three particular incidents that we have lifted out
from the larger number in the ministry of Elisha.

ENLARGEMENT UNTO SPIRITUAL FULLNESS

Firstly, the story of that widow who had just
two sons and was in a state of great poverty. The
creditors came and, she being unable to meet her
liabiiities, they were about to take her sons away,
put them into servitude, and make them, by
servitude, pay her debts, leaving her alone in
destitution and desolation.

Elisha came to her, and she made her appeal to
him, telling him of her sad plight, and he said:
“What -has thou in the house? And she said, Thine
handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot
of oil” (11 Kings iv. 2). ‘That is all I have.’ He said:
‘Go to all your neighbours and borrow vessels,
empty vessels, and dorrow not a few.’ Well, we can
use our imagination if we like. We can see that
woman hastening—and sending her sons—in all
directions, collecting all the empty vessels that she
could borrow, bringing them to the house. The
prophet said: ‘Now pour out.” You know the rest
of the story. She poured and poured, every vessel
was filled, until she had no vessel left, The prophet
woudd have said: ‘Go on! Go on!’, but she said:
‘There is not another vessel’, and the oil stayed,

It is a wonderful story. Tt is an impressive story
when we read it in the light of the so much larger
revelation of the Lord’s provision for maintaining
His testimony. Of course, there are many things in
that story which are instructive, but we are not
going to dwell upon those details. I just want to
put my finger upon the one thing which seems to
include all the others, and there i1s so much in the
New Testament: that is related to this in principle
and in spiritual value.

When the Lord is moving in relation to His
testimony, when He is really moving to do some-
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all against their nationalistic limitation and small-
ness and prejudice, and Stephen gathered it ali up
in this one phrase: ““Ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost” (Acts vii. 51). The Holy Ghost is for
enlargement, and is against littleness, smallness,
narrowness and exclusiveness, and if He is, we
ought to be against it. To make Christ smaller than
He is is to resist the Holy Ghost. There were many
lepers in Israel, but to none of them was the
prophet sent, but to Naaman, the Syrign. 1 think
we should see the point of that.

Enlargement is the Lord’s thought. Not oply
fullness of the vessels, but enldrgement of vision to
embrace all for whom Christ died, and to love all
who are subjects of His grace.

ENLARGEMENT OF MINISTRY

The third story is 1hat of the sons of the prophets
coming to Elisha and saying: “The place where we
dwell before thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we
pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a
beam, dand let us make us a place there, where we
may dwell” (II Kings vi. 2).

Here is the question of enlargement again, from
another standpoint and in another way. What is it
this time?

Well, first, enlargement is the vessel being full,
and all the vessels being full.

Secondly, enlargement is the eplargement of
vision, the end of all personal and collective
introspection. It is a most fatal thing to be turned
in upon ourselves, and all the time to have a
narrower vision than the Lord’s vision.

Now we come to the sons of the prophets. What
is this? The testimony is again involved, and it is
involved in the matter of service. You see, they are
the sons of the propbets, and now it is the question
of service amongst the Lord’s people: an enlarge-
ment unto service for the testimony of Jesus. I think
the best way in which we can get at this is to come
right over to our New Testament at once.

We have two letters in the New Testament—of
course, we have several twin letters in it—but we
have this set of twins in the Corinthian letters, and
I need not tell you what is in thenu. I think every-
body knows what is in the first letter to the
Corinthians! It is a sorry state of no testimony in
the city. Oh, what an appalling spiritual smallness
there is in the Corinthian church in that first letter!
The second letter? Well, it is the enlargement of
ministry, isn’t it? “Therefore”, says the Apostle,
“seeing we have this ministry” (11 Corinthians iv. 1),
and he gives much light on what the ministry is.
I am pot going to deal with those details, but it is

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1966

all a matter of enlargement unto ministry. The cry
of the Apostle to the Corinthians is this: “QOur
mouth is open unto you, O Corinthians, our heart is
enlarged . . . be ye also enlarged” (11 Corinthians
vi. 11, 13). “Your trouble is that you are too small,
too little in yourselves, and too petty in your
spiritual life and your spiritual measure.’

What was it that made them small and destroyed
their ministry? Well, read the first chapters again
and you cannot miss it. *“Each one of you saith I . . .
I...I...areyenotcarnal ... after the manner of
men?” (I Corinthians i. 12; iii. 3). And then he
speaks about the natural man—"Now the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God . . .
he cannot know them” (I Corinthians ii, 14). He is
under a veto, an embargo, a limitation. Live on the
ground of the self-life, whatever form it may take,
intellectually, emotionally, volitionally, or in any
other way, and you will be a little person spiritually.
You will be a petty person spiritnally, all tied up,
limited, and you will have a very small testimony.
Bt “he thar is spiritual judgeth all things” (1
Corinthians ii, 15).

It would seem that between the two letters some-
thing happened, that they had escaped from the
littleness of the natural life and the natural ground
unto something more of the Spirit. They had
become enlarged in their spiritual life, in their
hearts and in their minds, enlarged by the power
of the Holy Spirit—and then you have the ministry:
“We have this minisiry” (‘“We have this testimony”)
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
exceeding greatness of the power may be of God”
(IT Corinthians iv. 7).

Oh, we need this basic work to deliver us from
ourselves! That is it, isn’t it? In every form, in
every way—our self-estimates, our self-will, our
self-strength! All that, and then the place of our
habitation will be enlarged, we will build something
bigger, and the testimony will go on and there will
be a ministry.

I know how simple, perhaps elementary, are the
things that I am saying, but they are basic, and very
important.

THE PLACE OF JORDAN

In closing I want to remind you of the place that
Jordan had here in the life and ministry of Elisha.
He started at Jordan with Elijah; it was at Jordan
that he came into his ministry. Naaman had to go
and wash seven times in Jordan before he came
into the enlargement that the Lord was bringing
about. The sons of the prophets went to Jordan to
cut down wood, and it was there that the axe-head
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- »  between 5/- and £2 please add R . K
| . ,, more than £2 please add . . . . 2/~in the £

To the U.S.A.: Single copies of booklets up to 12 cents each please add 3 cents.
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TuHE EDITOR,
WITNESS AND TESTIMONY PUBLISHERS,
30 Dunoon Road, London, S.E.23, England.
Telephone: FORest Hill 5216
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Almaquist’s Christian Book Nook, Westmoreland Avenue Chapel,
Box 5, 1505 South Westmoreland Avenue,
! Northfield, Los Angeles,
.. Minnesota 55057, U.S.A, California 90006, U.S.A.

Fvangelical Literature Service,
(Mr. Donald J. David),

158 Purasawalkam High Road,
Madras 7, India.
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