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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
* this little paper. issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13— . _till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith. and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children ... "

It is not connected with any ‘Movement’,

* Organization ”, “ Mission " or separate dey of
Christians, but is just a ministry to “ all saints . Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and.
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its ‘ attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘ subscription *, but gifts can be sent to the Editor.
‘A Witness and A Testimony’. [3, Honor QOak
Road, Forest Hill. London, 8. E. 23, England. Al
cheques should be made payable to * Witness and
Testimony A/c’. The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

‘ Personal* letters should be addrmed W -

Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

From Hyderabad (Dr. Kinnear having joined me there, and Mrs, Sparks having gone on to Banga-
lore), we moved cast, vig Bombay, where we had another evening with the friends, and Calcutta.
with other contacts and two meetings at the * Bible College,” to Hong Kong. As we looked from our
plane we saw a crowd of eager faces strained towards it, and on appearing at the door hands went
up and there was a generai stir. About 200 believers had come to the airport to greet us, and what
a greeting it was! These radiant faces of the Chinese believers are a testimony to the grace of God.
After formalities with the airport authorities, who gave us no trouble at all, we joined the procession
of cars into the city, and the elders joined us at an evening meal.

Here again is a wonderful work of God. The centtal meeting-place is a beautiful hall, quite modern
in every way, seating 1,100 people, and is usually full for the main meetings. There are a numbet
of other halls and meetings of this work in different parts of Hong Kong., We had three meetings
a day (with one exception) during our ten days there. Two in the mornings for workers, of whom
there were about 300, from Hong Kong, Manila, Singapore, Saigon, etc, These were times of syste-
matic teaching. The evenings were open to all, and were very large. To look on these happy faces,
with the traces of suffering in so many, is an experlence and to hear these believers sing is some-
thing not to be forgotten.

On the Arst Saturday evening of our time there they had a Love Feast at which nearly a thou-
sand sat down to a real Chinese meal. There was indeed a feast of love. At the close of this we were
both asked to give a message, No one could possibly have had more love and kindness shown than
we had in Hong Kong, and we thank our God on every remembrance of the believers and their
leaders there, The send-off was like the reception—a large crowd at the airport waving and smil-
ing until we were out of sight.

Then Formosa, and here it was the same but more so. What a crowd of eager faces, and bursting
into singing as we emerged. The formalities were much less happy here owing to Nationalist China’s
reserve over Britain’s relation with Pekin. It was nof pleasant! But the reception outside was a fre-
mendous thing, and it took quite a long time to get through the greetings, photos, etc. At length the
leaders and ourselves were crowded into the Gospel Bus, and we were taken to the house of Dr. and
Mrs. West (now doing locum for Dr. Dale), where we had an evening of fellowship, Next morning
we were taken round to see most of the other seven meeting-places in the city. This was an experi-
ence! On the Lord’s Day morning about 2,800 gathered in the central mecting-place, and that meet-
ing is difficult to describe, The life, joy, singing, and ecarnestness of that great company is very im-
pressive. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon we had reports from the other places on the Island—a story
of “ the wonderful works of God ”. This lasted for two hours. Then a Love Feast, followed by the
Lord’s Table. It was late when we closed that long-to-be-remembered day.

From then onward, during the first week, there were four meetings a day: two in the mornings
for workers (about 800); one in the afternoon taken by Dr. Kinnear ; and then the great evening
meeting with sometimes about 3,000 present. During the second week the afternoon meetings were
dropped. For the third week we are visiting all the other centres on the Island, eight of them. As I
write this has not been completed. From here we go to Manila, in the Philippine Islands, for another
week of Conferences, and then back to India for a further Convocation—all “ if the Lord wills.”

This is an unusual kind of EdltOl‘ s Letter, but 1 thought it wonld encourage you, and lead to
praise,

It will'be appreciated that all this ministry, travelling, etc., makes no small demands, but I have
to testify to most gracious help from the Lord, and am deeply grateful to Him for allowing me to
see something of His goings in the earth, to say nothing of being permitted to participate. © A great
and effectual door is opened, and there are many adversaries ™. It is no small thing that, at the time
when the opposition to this ministry has reached a point of intensity and openness unparalleled in
our history, the Lord should lead us-out into such a large and wealthy place and tell us so over-
whelmingly that He has not done With this ministry yet. We have not sought this nor tried to
bring it about, “ It is the Lord’s doing ', We have positively nothing in view but the glory of His
Son, our Lord Jesus, and we are sure that He will stand by that, The answar to all is wnhu Him and
we can safely trust Him to give it,

2
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

home to us that that whole body has been set aside.
It 1s out of another life and in another relationship
with the Lord Jesus that this ministry is to be
fulfilled.

THE DIFFERENCE MADE BY
(3} THE SPIRIT

The Cross, the Blood ; and thirdly, the Spirit,
the anointing of the priests. The Cross is on the
death side, but the Blood and the Spirit are on the
vital side, the potency side, the resurrection side,
s0 do not always dwell on the Cross aspect. The
Blood and the Spirit are united, and this is an im-
portant point. It is the Spirit of life-——" the law of
the Spirit of life ”, as Paul calls it (Rom. viii. 2)—
which means that this life that is released through
the Cross is not just some abstract element, some
force at work. This life which is given us in Christ
in and by the Holy Spirit is conscious life and
intelligent tife. Let me say to young Christians, to
any who are new on the way of the Lord: this is
one of the most important things that vou shouid
know. The conscious, intelligent life of the Holy
Spirit in you is going to make all the difference
between a child and a grown Christian. It differen-
tiates between those who just do what is expected
of them, because they are told it is the thing that
they ought to do, and those who know in their
hearts what they should do, and need not 1o be
told, How good it is not to need telling everything,
when your life with the Lord is such that if any-
body does bring some point to your notice, you
are able to say, ‘ Yes, the Lord has spoken 1o me
about that already : the Lord has been dealing with
me on that matter.” Do you not think it would
make a lot of difference if Christians on the whole
were like that?—if they could say, ‘ The Lord has
been speaking to me, the Lord has been showing
me, the Lord has been putting me right ; the Lord
has been touching things in my life ; He has been
talking to me about my dress—or my no dress’?

Perhaps this sounds amusing; but there are
many practical matters. One is distressed at the
way in which some Christians can behave, even in
this matter of dressing—or not dressing—when
they come into the house of prayer. They have the
Word of God before them, What is the matter?
Either they are not reading the Word of God, or

the Spirit find some difficulty. 1 beseech you to
give heed to this. Many, many matters which con-
cern our spiritual growth, our full growth, depend
upon this—that the Holy Spirit within is truly
governing, The thing that has distressed and ap-
palled me perhaps more than anything else for a
large number of years is that dear children of God.
men of God, servants of God, can accept and pass
on things that are positive lies, and yet never seem
to hear the Holy Spirit inside say anything about
it. What is the matter? I tell you—if the Holy
Spirit within us is really in government, and having
His way, we shall never hear a lie without knowing
that He does not agree with it. We shall have a
check-up about it. We shall never be able to speak
or pass on a falsehood without something inside
‘ going wrong ’, so that sooner or later we have to
go back to the Lord and say, * Well, Lord, I do
not know how it is, but I feel that was wrong. 1
must get right over that.” Do you not think it would
make a great difference to Christians and Christ-
ianity if it were all like that? What is the matter?
I am afraid the Cross needs still to do something,
and the Blood. I pass no judgment, but I have to
draw conclusions from facts. The fact is that it is
possible.

Yes, there is a great difference between child-
hood and maturity, The Levites were spiritual men
who had to walk before God, and were checked
up all along by the anointing, by the Spirit. It was
not an objective fact, as it was with the whole
mass of Isracl, that the cloud and the pillar repre-
sented the presence of the Holy Spirit overshadow-
ing, and, in a general kind of way, leading. With
these men that thing became an inward positive
redlity. They had discernment as to the movement
of the Spirit, and their discernment was for the rest
of the people who had not got it.

Do take this to heart. These are the principles.
It is very important that we should be clear on
these things, because it is going to make a great
difference to life, to service, to ministry, and to
going through. I am glad to see that the Levites,
although they were in the van when the people
passed through Jordan overflowing all its banks,
were not a separate, exclusive company of people,
but were in the midst of God’s people, as a spirit-
ual company.

T. A-S.
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THE SECRET OF CHURCH BUILDING

Reading : Matthew xvi. 13- 25,
“1 will build my church” {Matt_ xvi. 18).

THE Lord Jesus was never vague or uncertain
about His plans for this present.age. He ascended
into Heaven not to rest, but to work, and He sent
His Spirit in fulness to be the divine Agent of His
working. If we ask what this great task is, the Lord
Himself gives us the answer: “1 will build my
church 7. The further statement, that “ the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it ™, shows that
the Lord means this to be His supreme challenge
to the kingdom of Satan. The powers of darkness
have always taken this matter most seriously, and
directed their bitterest attacks against this build-
ing work. Would to God that His people took it
equally seriously! We are meant to do so, and are
called to co-operate with the great Master Builder
in His work.

BUILT ON A NEW FOUNDATION

The statement was made at Caesarea Philippi.
A glance at the map will show that this was the
remotest possible place from Jerusalem. Away up
beyond Judaea, north of Samaria, right to the ex-
treme limit of Galilee, Caesarea Philippi lay as
far away from the Jewish capital as it was possible
10 go without passing out of the land. It was there,
of all places, that Jesus made this solemn state-
ment of His programme for the dispensation, Why
there? Surely to emphasize the extent to which
this new move would break with past tradition.
Christ will not build on somebody else’s founda-
tions, His new building was to be very different
from the old. He did not mean to take up the
Temple organization, or the official Jewish hier-
archy, in order to incorporate them into the
Church. It was to be His Church, and so must be
built on the new and only foundation of His own
blessed Person, His words arose out of Peter’s con-
fession that He was * the Son of the living God ™,
and indicate that if it is to be His Chutch it must
be born, *“ not of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God ”. *“ ., . Upon this rock 1
will build my church ”. That which is constructed
out of tne traditions and craftsmanship of men,
built according to earthly ideas or supported by
human eflort, fails to measure up to this funda-
mental condition. The Charch must have its origin
in Heaven, even as did its Founder.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CROSS

Caesarea Philippi was more than a geographical
incident in the journeys of Christ ; it had a spirit-
ual meaning, for it marked the turning point of His
earthly ministry. “ From that time began Jesus to
show unto his disciples that he must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed , . .”
{vs. 21}, How will the Lord build His Church?
“. .. he must go ... and suffer many things . . .
and be killed ”. This, too, was foundational, Even
the Lord could not proceed with the building until
He had first laid down His life on the Cross. What
a rebuke this should be to carnal activity! We are
50 often rash and impetuous, trying to make plaans
to build the Church or wanting to give advice or to
preach on how it should be done. These are not the
first things, The first thing is that we should be
willing to go to the Cross. The work must begin
with crucified lives.

Christ's sufferings were, of course, unique. We
can never be crucified for the sake of others as He
was. Nevertheless it is absolutely essential that we
should share in His Cross before we try to share in
His labours. “ If any man would come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me™ (vs. 24). The Church will be built
when there are those who are prepared to suffer
and die for it. Those of us who have realised how
much this work of building matters to the Lord are
ready to work for it, but are we ready to sacrifice?
Not just seeking to know all about it; not just
passing ou to others what we know, setting to work
to tell them where they are wrong, or trying to
change and shape them in some new way; but
taking up our Cross and following Christ. There
is need enough for workers, but this is not the
first need. The Lord laid the foundation of His
Church by dying for it, and we can have little part
in the building, if any, unless we too begin by lay-
ing down our lives, becoming truly crucified men.
This is fundamental to the building of His Church.

HIS ABSOLUTE LORDSHIP

The Lord did not say thm He would build o
church, or even the church ; still less did He pro-
mise to build our church, He said: “T will build
MY Church ”. He is gracious enough to share the
building work with us, but He will share possess-
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

disciples could not be trusted. “ Then charged he
the disciples that they should tell no man that he
was the Christ ” (vs, 20). They were not safe even
to talk about it. They could not be trusted to keep
things pure for the Lord, and were all too likely,
by self-seeking, to let the Devil in, and so play
havoc with what the Lord was seeking to do.

“_ .. Let him deny himself, and take up his
cross ”; only so will he be made safe. Peter did
not take the name ‘ Peter ” on his own initiative.
The Lord gave it to him, and thereby signified that
He was prepared to give him the new nature which
he so badly needed. The Lord has made full pro-
vision for the dangerous unreliability: Simon can
become Peter, not in name oanly, but in nature, and
ag soon as that happens the work of building the
Church can go on apace, These are not theories ;
they are not just fanciful playing with words. In
the Acts, that most practical of books, they are
plain facts, clearly set forth for all to read. And
they are there for us to learn the lesson. As then,
so now, the material which Christ needs for build-
ing His Church is not natural men, be they never
s0 wise or strong, but those who by the Cross have
found deliverance from themselves and a new
basis of life in Thrist.

(2) MADE STRONG

A rock also indicates strength: “. . . strength-
ened with power through his Spirit in the inward
man ” (Eph. iii. 16). Peter and the rest of us must
be reinforced with Divine strength if the Church is
to survive and triumph. There is no need to labour
the matter of Simon Peter’s weakness ; it betrayed
him at the time when he most wanted and intended
to be firm and trne to his Lord. This was not be-
cause he was an outstanding weakling or coward,
but because he was brought face to face with
powers which were altogether too much for him.
When the battle was so fierce that even Christ was
sorely pressed, we need not be surprised that His
simple disciple was worsted and overcome. Yet
afterwards Peter had to face those very same
powers of evil, once they had rallied after Calvary,
and together with the other members of the Church
to become the focus of all their malicious hatred
against his Lord. When the Lord Jesus associated
“the gates of Hades ” with His Church’s experi-
ence, it was no mere figure of speech. He knew that
as His people became His represontatives in this

10

world and stood true to His testimony, all Hell
would be roused against them, It happened almost
immediately after the Church had been founded,
but this time it was Satan who was worsted. Simon
had truly become Peter by the power of the Holy
Spirit. The fight is still on. Satan still concentrates
all his force and fury against a true expression of
the Church in the united life and ministry of be-
lievers, We shall need all the strength of the Rock
Himself if we are to be true to Him and to one
another in Him, The Lord make us strong!

(3) MADE SPIRITUAL

The Rock is also a “ spiriteal Rock ™ (1 Cor.
X. 4): therefore transformation in Peter must
change him from a carnal man into a spiritual.
Peter became a stumblingblock to Christ when he
passed from the realm of knowing things as
Heaven knows them into the realm of minding
“the things of men”, that is, of reasoning and
judging from an earthly standpoint. Now Christ’s
Church is essentially spiritual—"*a spiritual house”
(I Peter it. 5)—which means that it is to be com-
posed of spiritual men. This word ‘spiritual’ is
very much misused and misunderstood. Some
think that it means inhuman, ethereal ; others that
it means unpractical, visionary: and still others
that it 1s equivalent to mystical, a mere matter of
ideas or emotions. It means none of these things.
The Lord Jesus was a spiritual Man, altogether
filled with and possessed by the Holy Spirit, yet
He was practical in both precept and example -
He meant what He said and He practised what He
preached. He insisted that the revealed will of God
was a matter not merely for thoughts and words,
but for honest obedience, without fear or question.
It is not an imaginary Church that Christ is build-
ing, but a real one; not a vague conception, to
which present experience bears but little resem-
blance, but a living community of men and women.
worshipping and witnessing together in the power
of the Holy Spirit.

This means that its individual members must be
made spititual, that they must share in the very
Spirit and life of the glorious Head. So the work
of building is essentially an inward matter. It is
not a question of outward forms and procedure,
but of men and women who are truly Christ-like,
filled with His Spirit and being-daily transformed
into His image.

H.F.
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THE MAN GOD HAS ORDAINED
IX. THE MAN CHILD

Reading : Revelation xii 1-12.
SONSHIP IN REPRESENTATIVE FULNESS

HERE we have, I believe, the whole matter of
sonship gathered into representative fulness. This
son, this man child, is sonship in representative ful-
ness: that in which all the principles and elements
of Christ have been brought to utterness.

The conception of Christ takes place in the be-
liever by the revelation of Christ in the heart. Paul

said: “ It was the good pleasure of God . . . to
reveal his Son in me ™ (Gal. i. 15, 16). Again he
said: “God . . . shined in our hearts, to give the

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ ” (1L Cor. iv, 6). The man child
-—sonship—is conceived by the revelation within
of Jesus Christ. Something takes place in uvs, the
beginning of something new and wonderful, when
we are able to say, in these or other words, ‘ By
an act of the Holy Spirit, a conceiving act of the
Holy Spirit, God has revealed His Son in me: in
my heart I have seen the Lord Jesus.’” The prin-
ciple of Christ is that He was * conceived of the
Holy Ghost’ (Matt. i. 20), and that is true in the
case of every believer. The conception of Christ in
our hearts is by the Holy Ghost, and the method
is the revelation of Christ. We have to date every-
thing, all this wonderful new beginning and pros-
pect, to the time when we could say, ‘I have seen
the Lord Jesus ', which marked the conception of
sonship.

SONSHIP NOT POSSIBLE TO THE FLESH

But again, the principle of conception is that
which we find siressed throughont the Scriptures,
Old and New: namely, that it is something which
i$ not possible to the flesh, not even to the religious
flesh. It is not possible to the Church. You know
the Old Testament instances in wiich this very
principle is revealed. Isaac is impossible to the
flesh, even to the flesh of a separated and conse-
crated Abraham, a man who is walking with God.
He cannot of himself, by the will of the flesh, pro-
duce sonship. This is of God, wholly, utterly of
God. The Isaac man child, with all its tremendous
significance, is something that the religious flesh
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cannot produce. Samuel is another case, How im-
possible Samuel was without a Divine intervention,
a real act of God. Again and again we find the
situation under the sovereignty of God related to
the bringing forth of something to serve God’s pur-
pose in a very particular and special way,

This is an abiding principle brought out spirit-
ually in the New Testament, It is something which
cannot be unless the Lord does it. Sonship is an
impossible thing apart from God. This that is to
come forth as the full expression of God’s mind
concerning His Son is beyond us. It ts outside of
any ability of our will or mind—it is of the Lord.
Christ said: “ That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit ”
(John iii, 6). Here, in the “ man child ™, this prin-
ciple is brought to utterness: **. .. who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God ” (John i. 13). There is
a good deal of mixtute in Christians ; there is
much of being Christlans by our decisions and
willings and efforts and activities, Many people are
in a false position as to the beginning of their
Christian life. It is not a thing otterly of God. It is
something they have done and decided upon.
Many who are children of God are mixing things
up, mixing/ their own strength and effort with what
is of the Lord ; and, in so far as it is like that, it is
a contradiction of Divine principle and cannot
come to this ultimate full expression,

The principles of Christ are brought to utterness
ih the man child, Let there be no mistake about
what it is that we have in view, It is not just being
Christians. It is the principles of Christ brought to
utterness. That is what is here set before us.

THE FULL FORMATION OF CHRIST

Paul said to the Galatians, and through them to
us: “ My little children, of whom I am again in
travail until Christ be formed in you . . . ” (Gal. iv.
19}. The conception has taken place, there is some-
thing there, but there has to be a full formation of
Christ within. Paul says, ‘I am in distress, in
agony, in great pain, till Christ be futtly formed in
you.” The “man child” is the full formation of
Christ in the Church,

And the formation, as we know so well, is in
the first place by means of a ministry—a ministry

=
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alternative is to say: ‘ There is nothing for it but
just 10 go on!’ We are al]l brought to that situation
in simple ways. * Am [ going to succumb, to yield
to despair, to give up? Or am I going right on, and
all the more because of this activity of the enemy?’
The Spiprit of God would bring us to that, You
notice that thal is the thing uwpon which Paul put
his finger in his word to the Galatians. Because of
certain things, they had stopped in the race ; they
were Christians, but they had stopped, come 10 a
standstill, *“ Q foolish Galatians, who did bewitch
you?” (iii. 1). ¥ I am again in travail until Christ
be formed in you ™ (iv. 19). * You have to go on.
The only thing for you is to go on ; not to stop, to
give up, but to go on.’

THE BIRTH OF THE MAN CHILD
A CRISIS

And it is those who go on who reach that which
is here represented by the man child—full sonship.
But it is the product of suffering, the effect of
suffering. It is going to be made corporate at the
end, and—there is no doubt about it—the birth of
the man child is the crisis. Thank God, it is going
to be a definite crisis, an act: it is going to be a
rapture, The word here is quite clear, It is not a
word that has been coined to express some theory.
* Caught up ™ to the throne is just the word ‘ rap-
tured’, and it is used in the New Testament in
other connections. When we read that Philip the
evangelist was “ caught away ™ by the Spirit and
found at Azotus (Acts viii. 39, 40} the same word
is used ; he was raptured, he was caught away.
When Paul said: “1 know a man in Christ, four-
teen years ago (whether in the body, | know not ;
or whether ont of the body, I know not; God
knoweth), such a one caught up even to the third
heaven ™ (II Cor. xii. 2}, it is the same word -
raptured, &

And here this man child is caught up, rap-
tured. It is an act. Philip was raptured in an act,
not over a lifetime; it was something sudden,
quick, precise. And so this man child is caught up
to God and to His throne. It is the consummation
of a work of the Holy Spirit of bringing children
of God to a place of full and utter expression of
spiritual principles, the principles of Christ, A
principle is not an ouiward form, but an under-
Iying law, and there are these underlying laws of
Christ which are going to be made utter in us.
Christ is heavenly: that is a law. It will have its
utmost expression in the man child—born out
from Heaven and at last caught up to God and to
the throne. It is the principle made perfect.
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JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1956.

THE WRATH OF SATAN AGAINST
THE MAN CHILD

“To rule all the nations with a rod of iron”
(Rev, xii. 5). That word was spoken also in promise
to the overcomers of the church at Thyatira (Rev.
ii. 27). If this is God’s thought and intention, what
may we expect? Well, there is a great red dragon
not far away, whose one concentrated interest is in
this man child, The woman, with the rest of het
sced, the whole of the Church, will come second :
they will be a secondary, though by no means un-
importdht, interest and concern ; but the primary
concern of the great adversary—here called the
‘“ great red dragon ™, later called Satan, the Devil,
“ the deceiver of the whole inhabited earth ”, © the
accuser of the brethren’ (xii. 9, 10)—the dominant
object of his hatred is this expression of Christ in
Fulness, in utterness, He is against that ; he is out
to devour this ‘ child ’. His hatred and malice are
concentrated in a determination if possible to des-
iroy those who are seeking to go right on with the
Lord, and those who are seeking to fulfil any
ministry in that connection: to destroy them, to
swallow them tip and put them ont altogether, 1o
make it impossible for them to come to their
Divinely intended place and destiny.

Just look for a moment at this in the Bible—
the wrath of Satan against the man child or against
sonship in full expression. The book of Exodus is
just this. Exodus is sonship and victory over the
world. The very first verse strikes this note: * Now
these are the names of the sons of Israecl "—sons
of a prince with God! Here is sonship right in the
first verse of the book. When you come to verse
16 of that first chapter, you find Pharaoh issuing
his order for the destruction of all male children,
and the word is: “If-it be a son, then ye shall
kill him ., How much of spiritual history lies be-
hind that! We se¢ Herod coming in, centuries
later, and killing all the male children to get one
particular Son (Matt, ii. 16). And again, in chapter
iv of Exodus, we read: “Israel is my son, my
firstborn: and I have said . . . Let my son go”
(vv. 22, 23). It is sonship, and the exodus, the
emergence of Israel, is sonship trinmphing over the
world and its principles. There is much more in the
Old Testament concerning the wrath of the enemy
against the man child—against sonship in fulness.

SATAN CAST DOWN
So there will be a climax. God will get what He

is after ; it will be found in the throne—it will be
established in its position for its glorious purpose
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

a sense of need, a right kind of dissatisfaction and
disappointment with the existing general condition,
producing an inward longing for something, a
sense that there should be something more, that
this existing state is not what the Lord really ineans
for His full satisfaction? Would He thus repro-
duce inside these people His own discantent and
dissatisfaction, His own desire for something more
in spiritual measure? Do you not think that that
is one thing He would do?

(b) PROVISION TO SATISFY HUNGER

Then do yonu think that, possessing perfect fore-
knowledge, He would work sovereignly to provide
for that inwrought sense of dissatisfaction and
need to be met ; to have the provision in existence,
so that there should be no contradiction or incon-
sistency in His way ; so that He should not seem
1o be one who causes a desire and sense of need
but makes no provision for it? Those two things
surely would go together. Does it seem likely that
that is what He would do, in the second place?

(¢) LIFE SOVEREIGNLY DIRECTED AND CONTROLLED

Thirdly, do you think He would act sovereignly,
apart from those people, so to arrange and govern
their experiences, their lives, that they were really
headed up to His fuller thought ; that in some way
—to begin with perhaps without their knowing why
and what it meant—He would bring them within
the compass of that intention and provision of His,
and would shut all other doors to them, so that
they were unable to become absorbed in something
else, something more general?

1 do not mean by the latter something wrong or
bad, but something that just does not meet God in
that measure in which He must be satisfied. For
these people He is acting sovereignly, and they
find that, while they may be able to give a partial
explanation for it, the fact is they have not been
allowed to be absorbed by the general Christian
life and outlook and activity. It is not that they are
separatists themselves, that they are not concerned
in all that is of God and for God in a general way
—very ofien they would fain move out into that
realm and become a part of it and take up its
activities—but somehow or other God has not
allowed. and does not allow, them to do so. There
are conditions which put up barriers, things which
do not permit such a course. The people concerned
are somehow shuot up despite themselves—shut up
to something more. Their prevailing consciousness
is, * Well, here we are! The Lord has not allowed

us to get into this or to go into that. For some
reason we are shut up.” Do you think that is what
God would do? Would it be necessary for Him to
frustrate other things and other ways of a more
general character, cutting across them at every
turn? That sounds hard and difficult, but do you
suppose that is the sort of thing the Lord would
do? What would happen if He did not? Everything
would become general ; those people would go
out and be absorbed in the whole general line of
things.

Then, let us suppose that you are an object of
this sovereignty of God, though unconscious of the
fact. In the course of your life you are brought into
touch with something fuller of God—brought there,
firstly, by an inward sense of need which cannot be
satisfied in a general way, and, secondly, by the
seemingly accidental happenings in your life which
result in your arrival ai a particular condition and
set of circumstances. You find the course of your
life by no means easy—and it will indeed not be so,
for in such a realm things are very exacting, The
Lord is not going to accept a general kind of
Christian life in the case of such people ; there is
going to be some really deep work done in them.

The difficulties will not always appear to arise
from purely spiritual causes. They will seem 10
come from awkward and difficult people, {rom
strife about mere earthly things, and so on. Under
the pressure of such trials you may abandon your
ground and go off for a time ; but presently a con-
sciousness of having got out of your place over-
takes you and you feel you must get back on to
yout formor ground. You begin to weigh things up
and to see what is needed of humbling, confession,
and so on ; and you realise that after all it is God
Himself with whom you have to do—not merely
people and things, Under the urge of the need, and
despite the cost, you come back, humbled, to your
former position ; and only then do you feel you are
at home, where you ought to be. You can know no
true rest anywhere else.

Do you think that sort of experience might be
an expression of the sovereignty of God in relation
to His special purpose? Is it not likely that that is
just what woutd happen? Outwardly, miatters ap-
pear to be the outcome of purely human affairs and
everyday happenings, and yet when you come to
look squarely at them you are forced to the con-
clusion that they cannot be accounted for merely
along a natural line. If you believe that God is
really on the throne and that your life is under His
control, you are forced to the conclusien that your
affairs, strange and difficult though they be, are the
expression of His sovereignty.

16
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A FORETASTE OF THE INHERITANCE

Reading : Genesis xxvi, 1-6, 11-14, 18, 19,
20, 22, 25, 32, 34, 35 ; Romans ix, 7, 8 ; Galatians
fii, 16, 29 ; Ephesians i, 3 ; 1 Corinthians i, 19, 20 ;
Romans viii, 1.

CHAPTER xxvi of the book of Genesis ts set
in the midst of a section that is concerned with
the inheritance. At the end of the previous chap-
ter, we find the wrong choice of Esau: Esau pre-
ferred his present gratification to that which repre-
sented eternal glory and Divine intention. When
we turn over to chapter xxvii, we find again Jacob
and Esau ; and here Esau, having earlier despised
the birthright, now loses the inheritance. Jacob,
unsatisfactory as he is, is determined to have this
inheritance, and by subterfuge he secures it.

Now, though those chapters, xxv and xxvii, are
concerned with a vital matter, with the fact that
there is an inheritance, that there is a great inten-
tion of God which is worth everything else:
though there is that concern. the atmosphere of
this section is one of battle and difficulty, But in
chapter xxvi the atmosphere is quite different.
Here is a chapter full of blessing before the end is
realised, and I believe that we might call this ‘a
foretaste of the inheritance ’, You see, the person
in view here is Isaac, In the Old Testament, and
very particularly in the book of Genesis, we can
truly say that persons represent principles. Abra-
ham, for example, represents a great principle-—
the principle of faith ; and Isaac also represents
quite a number of spiritual principles.

SPIRITUAL. PRINCIPLES REPRESENTED
BY ISAAC

We remember, to begin with, that he represents
that which is the fruit of an utter faith in God.
Only by a way of faith did Isaac come into exist-
ence, Only through a trial of faith, a mighty test-
ing of faith, did his existence come about at all.

Secondly, he represents the principle of utter
dedication, the giving of all. © Because thou . . .
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son . . | in
blessing I will bless thee ” (Gen. xxit. 16, 17). Re-
serves, holdings back from the Lord, prevent
everything else. But as faith has been established,
an absolute dependence on God ; as the faith
principle is embodied in this man: so also is the
uiter committal of a life to God without reserve

embodied in this man who has been on the altar.
There has been no holding back of that which was
absolutely dearest, If Isaac speaks of anything, he
speaks of an utter abandonment to the will of God.

Thirdly, Isaac speaks of the power of resurrec-
tion. He was given back, in figure, from the dead
(Heb, xi. 19). He ought not to have been there—
but here he was,

And so, with that thneefold basis, Isaac comes
into view again, and there is repeated to him the
promise given to Abraham, the promise of the in-
heritance, the promise of the full purpose of God.

GOD'S PURPOSE IN CHRIST
THE KEY TO EVERYTHING

We have to pause here for a moment, because
the matter of the purpose of God, in Christ, con-
cerning us, His children, is the key to all else. It is
a tremendous issue that God has in view by re-
deeming us. No mere security, no mere deliverance
frorn judgment is purposed: the whole intention of
our being redeemed is the inheritance. It is that
we should come into the vastness of what it means
t0 be one with Christ, whal it means to be eternally
one with Him who is the Heir of all things. We
touch here on a matter which is so great that
humau language fails us. There is no greater
theme, in some ways, At the end of the book of

. the Revelation we hear the voice from Heaven

saying: “ He that overcometh shall inherit these
things ; and I will be his God, and he shall be my
son ” (Rev. xxi, 7). * Shall inherit these things ™.
And the Apostle says: * we are . . . heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified with him ”
(Rom. wiii. 17). With Christ—" whom he ap-
pointed heir of all things ” (Heb. i. 2). The inherit-
ance is brought into view.

The whole of this section of Genesis—Isaac and
Jacob—is full of warning concerning missing that
for which we have been redeemed, missing the in-
heritance. There is the possibility of choosing an
easier way—one not reaching God’s end. May the
Lord quicken our hearts to an utter fleeing from
everything that is less than His fullest. It is a
matter of heart-attitude, It is not being good or
clever or knowing a lot of truth. It is something to
do with the heart. “ The Lord looketh on the
heart ” (I Sam. xvi. 7). He knows whether we have
divided interests, or whether it is Christ alone,
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DWELLING IN THE LAND

And so here Isaac comes into view, and the
Lord appears to him., He was then dwelling at
Beer-lahai-roi (Gen. xxv, 11), which lay * between
Kadesh and Bered ” (xvi. 14), far down in the
South country. The Lord said to him: “ Go not
down into Egypt”. ‘Don’t get off your right
ground—don’t compromise with that realm which
I have judged and with which T have finished .
This whole world is a judged realm, and we touch
it at our peril. Pat one foot on it, and you will
find sinking sand—you will find you have lost your
footing in God. It is a deadly realm. Here is God
speaking, with whom everything has its eternal,
spiritual significance. Egypt is not only a literal
country ; it signifies something. God says: “ Go
not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I
shall tell thee of ”. lsaac did not yet see all that
the land meant; but God said: “ Dwell in the
land that I shall tell thee of  ; implying * There is
something more coming.” “ Sojourn in this land,
and I will be with thee, and will bless thee ; for
unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all these
lands, and I will establish the oath which 1 sware
uynto Abraham thy father’.

* Sojourn in this land 7. Where is he? If you
look at a map, you will see that he has moved up
out of the South country, in a north-westerly direc-
tion, into the particnlar part of Canaan, along the
sea-coast, occupied by the Philistines, He has
moved to Gerar, near the sea-coast, about twenty-
five miles from Beersheba, to which he afterwards
returned (xxvi. 23). He has, in fact—though it
seems almost unwittingly—moved into the Land of
Promise. He is in the right position—and so are
you and I! This land is Christ—Christ is the land.
How unwittingly, how almost inconsequentially,
oftentimes, we seem to find ourselves in Christ—
because God has had so much more to do with it
than we have, Is that not so? Salvation is a
miracle. It is possible, alas, to be a Christian who is
not enjoving the land, although we are really in it
—although we are in Christ. Let us remember :
“ There is therefore now no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus ™ (Rom. viii. t). We are in
the land ; we are in Lim.

So this land was the land of the Philistines—
for *Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the
Philistires unto Gerar.” But though he was in the
land of the Philistines, the Lord said: * Sojourn
in this land ”. I think that word *sojourn’ is a
good word. We find it taken up again in the letter
to the Hebrews: * Abraham . . . became a
sojourner in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1956.

with him of the same promise’ (Heb. xi, 8, 9). This
is something temporary, since at present the land
is enemy occupied. What a perfect counterpart of
our own spiritual position! The Lord says: ‘ You
are in the land.” You say: “But I am in the land
of the Philistine!” Yes, we are in Christ in the
midst of an alien atmosphere, in an alien situation.
But cne day the whole thing is going to capitulate
to Him, There is not going to be any alien thing
left. The whole, not only of external things—they
are incidental—but of the inwatd withstanding of
Him, is going to break, In the end there is going
to be a complete inner spiritual capitulation to the
Lord. The Kingdom is going to cothe ; the King-
dom is going to be a real establishment of His
sovereign government, There shall be the absolute
sway of the One “ whose right it is ” (Ezek. xxi.
27), and every other alien and resisting thing shall
be banished eternally.

DWELLING BY FAITH

But at present the Lord says to Isaac, to the
heir of the promise, the one in whom all the ful-
filment is intended: * You are in the land now :
aow stay here. Do not go down to Egypt ; stay in
this land, Surrounded as you are by Philistines, by
another kind of régime, you are to dwell in this
Jand by faith—faith in the position and the pro-
mise that you have been given.” When Isaac recog-
nises that this land is the very one which is the
land of the inheritance, he surely sees it with differ-
ent eyes. It is as though he says, ‘I am going to
stand here for the Lord ultimately to give me the
whole inheritance.” Yes, the whole land of Christ
is ours now to appropriate, ©“ In Christ ” we have
“ every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies > (Eph.
i. 3). The Lord Jfesus said to His disciples when
speaking of this dispensation: *In Me you have
everything ; abide in Me. Stay in the land. stay in
your inheritance, If a:man abide not . . .’ You see,
there is Egypt ; there is the possibility of taking on
the Philistine atmosphere ; but we are to be abid-
ing in Him in the land, appropriaring the fulness of
the inheritance now by faith. That is the first ex-
planation of a foretaste of the inheritance,

Why was this whole chapter fall of blessing?
Why was it that, wherever he went and dug, water
came up? Why was it that he reaped a hundred-
fold straight away, the first year? Even his failure
the Lord somehow turned into blessing (vs. 11).
It is as though God insisted upon blessing Isaac
straight away: a seeret of blessing has somehow
been touched. Yes, and the first is this spiritual
position, “ Sojourn in the land . It says that
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“ Isaac dwelt in Gerar ™ (vs. 6). 1 believe he dwelt
there by faith, believing that the Lord was going
to fulfil the promise, as though he were already
in the land.

Is that not the meaning of “ Rejolce in the Lord
always »* (Phil. iv. 4)? Hallelujah! we have a risen,
living Lord. We are in the fulness of Christ now
because of owr union with Him. Let us glory in
Him, Let us not say “ Oh, but it is only Gerar, the
land of the Philistines.” We have got to live on
higher ground, There may be all sorts of things
gomg on all round, but that is not the point, We
are dwelling in the land. “ Dwell in the land, and
verily thou shalt be fed * (Ps, xxxvii, 3, A.R.y., mg.).

So Isaac dwelt in Gerar, and I think there is
more in that than meets the eye. He dwelt there
by faith. He said, “ Lord, I am here in you and for
you, trusting for the promises.’

THE ANSWER TO
HEREDITARY FAILURE

And then there was a section of the chapter that
we did not read (vv, 7- 10), We might call this
‘ the answer to hereditary failure ’. Much of what
we do and much of our failing is just what we are,
is it not? It is not that we deliberately do some-
thing wicked, It may be something that other
people can see, of which we may not-be the least
conscions. We are just that sort of person, You
see, here is a failure which Abraham himself twice
repeated. And then Isaac does the very same thing.
Is that not remarkable? He says to his wife, ¢ Say
you are my sister, in case something goes wrong.’
This weakness seems to be hereditary, it secems to
be temperamental ; it keeps recurring. Have you
or I got things in our lives that keep recurring?
Maybe we have. i could be that there is much go-
ing on in our lives of which we would be ashamed
if the light were turned on. And God’s Word
always turns the light on—-it never hides anything,

Now, there is no excuse for this, but there is
both comfort and encouragement, The Lord is
constantly overruling, is He not? There is no ex-
cuse for these ‘recurrences’. Once we are con-
scious of the wrongness of our particular weak-
ness, it must cease, because we can now go to the
Lord about it. We trust that Isaac learned some-
thing through this breakdown. But what we have
got to get at is that, if we are on God’s ground, if
we are wholly with Him for the inheritance, if we
are really poor in heart, and really set upon Him,
it is amazing how much He overrules all the time.
He goes on blessing. Suppose we were only
blessed when we did exactly the right thing, how
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would we get on? Take the matter of guidance:
suppose you should have stayed in this morning,
instead of going out. You have really ‘ done it’
now, haven’t you? The Lord is angry, and you
have missed the blessing,

Well, if the LLord did not go on overruling, I do
not know where we should be. It does not mean
that all we need to do is just to muddle along and
trust the Lord. Not at all. We have to learn to walk
step by step with Him. But we are such, alas, that
we have hot learned to walk perfectly yet. I think
this is put in as a warning and an encouragement,
that we do well to come to the Lord about things
that are our own temperament, and bring them to
the Cross and be done with them, that they shall
not be repeated. But, for the much of which we
are unaware, there is constant mercy operating.
This should not make us careless. The Lord wants
us to have a balance. We are not living by a rigid
legality ; there is much mercy over everything.
But once the heart is set, and once the position is :
* Christ for me’, the Lord seems to go on blesging
on the right hand and on the left.

THE DIGGING OF THE WELLS

And that brings us to the third thing, the dig-
ging of the wells, Occupying this position by faith,
in the inheritance, means that life comes out of
the very ground. Life comes out wherever we put
our hand to a thing, That does not mean, of course,
that our experience is literally of constant, con-
gcious blessing, But we cannot *abide in Him’
without fruit (John xv. 5); we cannot ‘ believe in
Him* without “ rivers of living water ” (John vii.
38). We have got deliberately to take the ground
that the Lord has set us on, and then He will be
with us. That is why it seems as though every few
minutes one of Isaac’s herdsmen or servants came
running in and said, * We have dug another well,
and there is water!” A few minutes later some
more came in: ‘ We have dug again, and there is
more water!” Isaac might have said, * Well, of
course there is water: there is water everywhere in
the land!”

We are in the Land, where we are in the Lord’s
will, and therefore everything is living ; everything
can live, because our hearts are with Him for the
inheritance,

THE REJECTION OF THE FLESH

The lasr little section of the chapter is a sad one.
Esau suddenly appears, and Esau made these mar-
riages with the forbidden tribes that surrounded
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ing of Calvary—Christ crucified—is of unspeak-
able importance in the matter of a believer's
standing, and withstanding, and we can never
cease to keep this in full view and hammer it
home,

But, when we have taken account of this and

have it well settled, it may only relate to deliver-
ance from “ Egypt 7, For it is clear that all that we
have said and referred to so far is connected with
* translation (or transference) out of the power of
darkness into the Kingdom of the Son of God’s
love! It was a mighty thing that happened in
Egypt, in virtue of the slain Lamb and shed and
sprinkled blood, and it had abiding elements and
values. But there was nmuch more needed. While
an outward bondage was destroyed., that is, the
bondage which meant being involved in the doom
of the world, there still remained an inward bond-
age. Israel in the wilderness represents the domin-
ion of the natural life, the self-life, the * fiesh ™.
God’s people, yes! Redeemed, yes! In the King-
dom, yes! Heirs of promise, yes! Boi not getting
very far ; ineffective, unfruitful, up-and-down and
round-about ; and always at the merey of the life
of sense. They even, sometimes, imagined that they
might have a better time back in Egypt. A strange-
ly contradictory state for those who, in their better
moments, were so sure that they had been re-
deemed by God! This wilderness life represented
much expenditure of energy, much Inborious effort,
much longing and aspiration, much service and
much religious devotion and activity, but it never
got through, anc it was one big circle, coming
back. in effect. to where they were before.

Well, it was at some such point that the fuller
meaning of the Cross was made to break npon our
greater need. It is a part of the nature of things
that we never learn in a vital way by information.
We really only came into the good of things by
being “ pressed out of measure . So the Lord has
to take much time to make spiritual history, When
at length our eyes are open, we cry, O, why did 1
not see it before! But everything else had to prove
insufficient before we could really be shown, and
that takes time. Thus it was that we were turned
in that dark hour to Romans, chapter six, and,
almost as though He spoke in audible language.
the Lord said: ‘* When 1 died, you died. When 1
went to the Cross I not only took your sing, but 1
took you. When [ took you, I not only took you as
the sinner that you might regard yourself to be.
but T took you as being all that you are by nature .
your good (?) as your bad ; your abilities as well
as your disabilities ; yes, every resource of yours.
I took you as a “worker™. a * preacher”, an

MARCH -~ APRIL, 1456.

organizer! My Cross means that not even for Me
can you he or do anything out from yourself, but
if there is to be anything at all it must be out from
Me, and that means a life of absolute dependence
and faith.’

At this point, therefore, we awoke to the funda-
mental principle of our Lord’s own life while here,
and it became the law of everything for us from
that time, That principle was: * nothing of {out

from) himself ”, hut *all things of (out from) -

God ™.

“ The Son can do nothing of {out from) himself,
but what he seeth the Father doing: for what
things soever he doeth, these the Son also doeth in
like manner.” John v. 19

* I can of myself do nothing : as I hear I judge.”
John v, 30,

“ My reaching is not mine, but his that sent me.”
John vii_ 16,

We saw that this explains so many strange and
—naturally- perplexing things in His behaviour:
acting and refusing to act; going and refusing to
go; speaking and refusing to speak. Later, we
came to see that this is the whole meaning of life
in the Spirit, and that it is an zltogether different
life from the natural ways of men, even of Christ-
ian men (mote on this later)., At the time of this
seeing, it was a matter of this law beconnng basic,
absolute, and ultimate, and it was something total-
ly different from what had been in all our ideas
and activities in Christian life and work.

Such a revelation, if it is to be a staggering and
breaking thing, so that there is no strength left in
us, requires a background of much vain effort. But
then, it carries with it a great implication. While
an end is written large in the Cross, and while that
end is to be accepted as our end indeed, so that
there can be no more of anything so far as we are
concerned, JEsus wives! and that means bound-
less possibilities.

Thus we came to see that the Red Sea and the
Jordan are but two sides o the one Cross. Both
symbolize the spiritual death and resurrection of
the believer, but the latter carries it into another
realm. Jordan sees the deliverance from judgment,
death, and doom, carried on to deliverance from
self ; it is the practical discannection of what is
dead from what is risen. In the first it is my sins .
in the second it is my self. At the crossing of the
Jordan a monument of twelve stones, a type of the
Israelites themselves, was left buried in the bed of
the river, as if to signify that the self-life of the
wilderness was to be henceforth reckoned as
judged and ended as absolutely as was the bond-
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age to Pharach. And then anothier memorial of
twelve stones was taken from the bed of the river
and placed on the Canaan shore, as a type. of
themiselves, as risen not only to newness of life,
but also to a perpetual and practical separation
from their dead and buried selves. All this is as by
union-. with - Christ. crucified. and risen: for the
priests stood ‘in mjd-stream with the Ark and its
blood-stained Meércy-seat on their shoulders, type
-of Christ as'in dgath, yet triumphing over death
in virtue of His Blood: for the first set of stones
were laid in the exact spot where the priests’ feet
had stood..

“Israel after the' flesh in the wilderness, and Israel
after the Spirit”in Canaan, while both having
known the blessing of salvation from judgment,
are ‘like two different peoples. So it was with us.
The difference is unspeakably great. Someone who
had been prominently in Christian work for many
years described the difference—when at length he
knew it—as even greater than when he first knew
salvation, and that was great, We will not attempt
to set down all the differences, but there is one
phrase that puts so much of it all into. expression
—* an open heaven >. How the life of nature blocks
the way to the life of the Spirit! How doing, or
attempting to do, work for God in our own natural
energy closesthe way:to the energies of the Spirit !
How our mental strivings and .intellectual labours
to apprehend spiritual truth lock the door to
illumination by the Spirit! Yes, we know some-
thing of this, but, blessed be God, we know some-
thing of having that “ natural man * put away, and
Christ in greater risen and. ascended fulness tak-
ing his place.

There is a double tragedy that may be ass0ci-
ated with-this subjective or experimental meaning
of the Cross, On the one side, there is the tragedy
of the ignorance of so many of the Lord’s people,
leading to-or resulting in ‘a wilderness history in
life and service. A tremendous amount of energy,
expenditure, effort, and strain, with spiritual re-
sults so incommensurate. The wilderness is ever
a bounded place; limited by the horizons of sense ;
never characterized by the realisation of the limit-
less fulnesses of the hcavcnly emancipation from
nature. :

On the othen hand, thiere is the tragedy that this
meaning or application of the Cross is positively
refused and rejected by so many of the Lord’s
people.- There 15 a very large body of Christians
who just will not have the Cross on its subjective
or experimeéntal side; This amazes us, but it ex-
plains very much. If the * natural ” man (not the
upnregenerate .man, necessarily) still exerts an in-
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fluence in the realm of Divine things, there is
bound to ensue a static systeny of teaching. a fixed
horizon of vision, a legal bondage to tradition, a
fear. of man, a deadening domination of the
“letter ” as scparated from the * spirit”,- and
many other unhappy situations of spiritual death,
endless divisions, and -gpiritual pride. Paul’s
remedy for traditionalism and legalism in relation
to - Christioms, ~was Christ - Crucified, .as see
‘Romans™ and ° Galatians’. The:.same remedy
was resorted to-for all the painful fruits of carnal-
ity amongst’ believers, as see ° Corinthians *.

"+ Perhaps .the repudiation of this application of
the Cross is due to the fear of a too great subject-
ivity: that i8, a turning of people in upon them-
selves, It is true that introspection is a-sign of
weakness and  can lead to certain paralysis—
indeed,. it can breed very many evil things ; but
introspection. is- 2 misapprehension of the subject-
ive side of the Cross. It would indeed be unsafe
and . disastrous for anyone to ‘take up’ soch
‘teaching’, were they not already settled and
established in that objective aspect, which. settles
once and for all the question of “all righteous-
ness ” and ‘acceptance in Christ through faith in
His perfections as for us, No ; Israej in Canaan did
got represent introspective -self-occupation and
morbid engagement with how- much more they
personally had to be-crucified. They were free,
and free to do the Lord’s business, The “Jordan”’
meaning of the Cross, carrying, as it does, the
‘ Red Sea’ aspect into the realm of self-life, means
freedom from self, and it is only a contradiction
of the Cross to be still engrossed with self-cruci-
fixion. .But * Jordan’ is a big crisis, with an abid-
ing application and progressive outworking,

The crisis is like the touch upon the sinew of
Jacob's thigh, The strength of nature -is' definitely
and permanently crippled, so that * Jacob” will
carry that veto to his last day, when he will still
be “leaning- upon the top of his.-staff . The pro-
gressive outworking will be in the discovery of
how much there is that we caenrot do—are not
allowed to do-—of ourselves, because of that basic
forbidding of the Cross, This may take us as far
as it took Paul, who in one unparalleled experience
said :

“ We were weighed down cxccedmgly, beyond
our power, insomuch that we despaired even of
life  (“ despaired ” here means * there seemed ito
way out for life *); * yea, we . . . had the senterice
of death within ourselves, thar we should not trust
in ourselves, but in (upon) God which raiseth the
dead ” (I Cor. i 8 - 9). .

The working of the Cross here is a subjective-
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and keeping on cleansing us, “ by the washing (or
laver) of water with the word ™ (Eph. v. 26),

That is brief, but it is very important, A spiritual
person is first of all one who seeks to know the re-
vealed will of God in His Word. You cannot be a
spiritual person, after the kind of which we are
speaking, and neglect or be careless about the
Word of God. You will be one who is really dili-
gent in reading and searching the Word of God,
with one object—to know what God wants where
you are concerned. If there were more of that,
there would be a different kind of Christian,
stronger. purer, and far more satisfying to the
Lord,

NO VIOLATION OF THE WORD OF GOD

Moreopver, a truly spiritual person witl never
violate the Word of God. Should they do so, they
will know all about it inside of themselves. The
Holy Spirit will make it clear to a spiritual person
that they have gone conirary to the Word of God.
Under the government of the Spirit we shall never
be a contradiction to the Scriptures. It does not
mean that all at once we shall be a perfect ex-
pression of all that is in the Word of God, but it
does mean that the Holy Spirit will be dealing with
us in the light of what is in the Scriptures. Have
you not sometimes experienced an inward, un-
accountable sense of grief? You may not have
put it that way, but you had a strange sense of
grief, of distress. The Holy Spirit has been grieved
about something you have said or done, the way
you have behaved. You cannot explain it or put it
into words, bul you just say to the Lord, * Now,
Lord, I am conscious that something is not right.
I put it into Your hands, and trust You to show
me, and make it clear.” Either sooner or later, you
come on something in the Word of God, which
exactly explains just where you failed, just where
you defaulted, There it is, and you did not know
that it was in the Word of God.

You know, it is possible to get a surprise over
what is in the Word of God. 1 have been reading
and studying the Bible for quite a good many
years, but some eighteen months ago 1 came on a
fragment in the Bible that I never knew was there
—1 had never seen it before! [ expect there are
plenty mote. I you told me that that was in the
Bible, I should not have known where to find it.
But it just syited and fitted into a position in which
I was at that moment. 1 needed something at that
time for my deliverance—for my salvation, in a
sense—and I came on that something. I opened
my Bible. and there it was, right there. It amazed

MARCH — APRIL, 1955,
me ; it was so. fitting to the whole situation. It
described my ' situation in one single senience.
. The ‘Holy Spirit knows the Bible, He knows
what He has written ; and if the Spirit is in. us, and
we are seeking to live in the Spirit, we shall live
in the Word. The Word is a living thing when that
is s0. Spiritual people are people of the Word, and
consciously or unconsciously they are checked up
by it. And I do say to you, especially to young
Christians (it may be necessary to mauny others as
well): Be very careful about your life in the Word
of God., Do not choose only the things that you
feel you can understand. Do not just pick: out the
things that you like. How we like to take up our
Bible, and find out something so nice and helpful
—perhaps a lovely promise—-and just to live on
that sort of thing, the delicacies of the Word of
Gad, It is just lovely! And all the time there are
whole sections that we pass. over. * Those are parts
that we do not understand—we do not read them.’
Now, do not make any mistake like that, You will
find that there are treasures which come to light
in times of special need in the very paris that you
would never read. You do not like all those long
lists of names—that is all they are—difficult niames
at that. You c¢annot pronounce them, so you quick-
ly turn the page. You will find some treasures
there—hidden treasures!
¢ But how much more necessary .it is for us to
read this Word first of all that it shall be there for
the Holy Spirit to work upon, It is just there, that
is all, We read: for the moment we do not realise
what it means, or that it is a message to us; but
we have read it, and it is there. Presently, the Holy
Spirit begins to speak to us about thai very thing,
and it becomes most valuable, and by it we may
be guided, I suggest to you that you read this
Word always with a view, first of all—What has
God to say to me here? It is going to touch
everything.

And do not accept any human reasonings about
the Word, Paul has a number of things to say, in
his first letter to the Corinthians, for instance—
things that people do not like, especially moderns
- —about dress and head coverings-and all soris of
things, The modern mind says, ¢ Oh, well, Paul
was old-fashioned, he was a woman hater °, and so
on. If you listen to that, you will get out of har-
mony with the Word of God. That Word is there
to put you right and keep you right with God.
Violate those things, and you will limit your own
spiritual life. Conduct and behaviour are governed
by the Word of God, and there is nothing in the
whole range and realm of our human life that is
not touched by it, I say that thoughtfully: it is
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such a work go-on when those concerned imagine
that it is already perfected, and that there is no
further need for a change in themselves? The
second letter, however, records them in a very
different mood. “. . . Ye were made sorry unto re-
pentance: ye were made sorry after a godly sort
. . . godly sorrow worketh repentance . . . behold
this selfsame thing, that ye were made sorry after
a godly sort, what earnest care it wrought in you,
yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indig-
nation, yea, what fear, yea, what longing . . .” (11
Cor, vii. 9~ 11). Such regret at their failings and
careful concern to have them rectified showed
them to have changed considerably from the con-
ceited and complacent men that they had been.
There is always a way for more of the Lord’s glory
to be seen when we are delivered from conceit
about ourselves. In this case the very longing for a
change was proof that a change was taking place,
a proof that Paul’s ministry was taking effect in
them, :

There are other features which can be traced to
show the differences and the changes which had
taken place in the interval between the two letters.
These, then, were some of the signs of Paul’s
apostleship, and most convincing and enduring
signs they were.

THE SATANIC OPPOSITION

While there is undoubtedly much opposition
from Satan te such a ministry—indeed, he concen-
trates his fiercest assaults on the very matter which
we are considering—yet this is no excuse for fail-
ure in the ministry,

- Consider Moses. His experience had as its set-
ting the trinmph of the evil one in the whole camp
of Isracl. From Aaron downwards, the whole
people had succumbed to temptation: $o that, at
his first descent from the mountain, Moses, far
from glowing with glory, was darkened with anger
and dismay. The Devil had broken in among the
people of God to destroy their faith and rob them
of their testimony. “ Ye have sinned a great sin :
and now I will go up: unto the Lord” (Exodus
xxxii, 30). Thus it was that -he returned to the
mount, not speeded by the people’s faith but urged
there by their sin and by the Devil’s apparent tri-
umph. There is no doubt that he did the right thing
in getting back-to God about the matter. That is
the way to counter the wiles and answer the attacks
of Satan. Preoccupation with Satan or sin will
never produce radiance, but will have the opposite
effect, We must face the true facts of the sitnation,
for it is no use minimising or ignoring the havoc

L =
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that sin and Satan can make ; but we must keep
them in the light of the Throne of gloty and of
grace ; we must get away with God, as Moses did.
It was from such a tragedy, and with such a back-
ground. that he became the man of the shining
face.

The same may be said of Paul. It was no use
pretending that things were right at Corinth, or
that Satan bhad not deceived and defeated the
Lord’s people there. The evil situation was urgent
and {ragic, so much so that Paul wrote to the
Corinthians “ . out of much afflicion and
anguish of heart . . . with many tears > (II Cor. ii.
4), Like Moses, though, he got to the Lord about
it, and did so to such effect that the shame gave
place to glory, and the transformation went on not
in one man only, as in Israel’s case, but in the
whole church. What a victory over Satan! What a
proof that, when he has done his worst, he cannot
prevent the Spirit’s mighty work of transformations
It is thus clear that, if our ministry is not produc-
ing such transformation, we cannot explaip- the
lack by Satanic opposition. There must be some
further reason,

THE MINISTER’S SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE
This, then, is the lesson of Moses -the Lessoh of

being transformed while we serve, and of serving
because we are being transformed. It is important

to realise that the value of the ministry is bound

up with the spiritual experience of the one minis-
tering, The Apostle’s declaration is that “ we all
... are transformed ”, the minister as well as those
ministered to : indeed, we may. safely say that he
should be the first to be under the hand of God in
this way. It is not enough for the ministry 1o be
earnest and sincere, not enough for it to be Script-
ural or able ; it must come from one who is now,
at present, being transformed by the Spirit into the
image of Christ. He must be moving on “ from
glory to glory ™ if he is to communicate that like-
ness and that glory to others,

{a) THE CHALLENGE

The words are a challenge. They face us. fairly
and squarely with the ‘question as to-whether we
truly are Inthe process of being transformed into
greater likeness to -Christ by constantly new ex-
petience of the Spirit, The Word makes it abund-
antly clear that such experience is: the only basis
for a ministry which effects transformation in
others. We must argue from the Bibleand  not
from appearances. It may seem to us that others

—
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

relates to activity, 1o some phase or aspect of ac-
tion—to ministry, to service. to warfare. Priests
were anointed to serve, kings were anointed to
rule, prophets were anointed to proclaim, and so
on. Jesus was anointed to preach the Good Tidings
(Luke iv. 18), and to go about doing good, healing
all that were oppressed of the Devil (Acts x. 38).
God anointed Him, You see, when you touch the
point of anointing, you touch the very active aspect
of the Holy Spirit. This works m two ways. The
Holy Spirit is there; He is of that disposition :
and yet He does not become active and positive
until you do. Until you get into line with the Holy
Spirit in purpose, He does not express Himself as
the anointing. It is very important to realise this.
The Spirit would be active, would be energetic,
would be doing, but He will not do so apart from
us. It is when we begin to be active that we dis-
cover the energy of the Holy Spirit.

Somte of us were really Christians, were troly
the Lord’s, for years, but, while the Spirit was with-
in us through new birth, He was latent—until that
day came when we began publicly to testify, and
then we leapt at once into an altogether new ex-
perience of the Holy Spirit, We found that the
Lord was with us, and we began to experience the
Lord. It was not at that point that the Lord came
into our hearts, it was not at that point that our
Christian life started, But there had been this latent
kind of Christian life, antil—what ought to have
been right at the beginning—we moved out with
the Lord, and we discovered that the Holy Spirit
meant much more than we had ever known Him
to mean. He was there, but it was as though He
could not spring intc action until we did ; con-
firming this, that the anointing relates to action.
It is the active aspect of the Holy Spirit.

It may be that you are in this latent state. There
is nothing happening. You are praying that the
Holy Spirit will do this in you and through you,
you are praying that you may be used, but you
are waiting, you are just waiting for something to
happen, waiting until the Holy Spirit moves you.
And all the time He is waiting for you. He is there,
waiting until you do something, When you move,
you will find to your surprise that it is not you do-
ing it after all, Somehow or other you become one
with the Holy Spirit, and His energies move in and
take charge. Beware of the loss, the prolonged loss,
that may come by that inactive aspect.

I once knew a dear man in the Navy, who was
an out-and-out Christian. He visited many ports
around the world, and he once happened to be in a
certain port through the Lord’s Day, He hadnt
very much time to find a place where he could

meet with the Lord’s. people. but eventually he
found himself in a Quaker mecting, * Now you
know *, he said, ‘ the Quakers always sit silent and
wait for the Spirit to move ; but, strangely enough,
the Holy Spirit always moves me—and I couldn’t
keep quiet!” He was a live wire! But [ think you
see the point, The Holy Spirit is an active. ener-
getic Spirit, but He waits for us. Nothing happens
until we ‘gird np the loins of our minds —until
we move and commit ourselves, This is simple and
elementary, I know, but it is so possible to have
this passive and unsatisfactory life when we might
be knowing so much more of joy aiud satisfaction.
If only we would launch out into the deep, commit
ourselves, we should discover that the Holy Spirit
has not to come, He is already there, just waiting.

THE BASIS OF THE ANOINTING

What is the basis of the anointing? Do remem-
ber that the basis of the anointing is deep, inward
separation. It is the inward separation from Satan’s
kingdom, with all that that means. Now Satan is
referred to in the Scriptures, as to the position
which he held before his fall, as * the anointed
cherub that covereth ” (Ezek. xxviii. 14). He was
anointed, somewhere, in high and holy responsi-
bility ; he was in responsible heavenly ministry by
the anointing. It is a very profound and altogether
incomprehensible thing, this anointing before the
world was ; but the Spirit of God was active, as we
know, before this world order came into being, But
here is one who was anointed for ministry, He lost

his anointing, he lost his position and he lost his

42

ministry, through pride-—pride working out in
jealousy, He lost it all.

The basis of the anointing is deep inward separ-
ation from anything which m its nature belongs to
Satan’s kingdom, especizlly pride. ** Jesus of Naza-
reth ” {that is the name of humiliation), * God
anointed Him ™. Here is the empty One, the self-
emptied One, who says: “1 am meek and lowly
in heart”. God anointed Him, That is how we must
approach the service of the Lord, or any ministry :
in deep self-emptiness, deep humility and meek-
ness, in deeply conscious dependence upon the
Lord, inwardly separated from any ground that
Satan could hold, that is his own. That is the
ground, the basis, of the anocinting. Meekness is
the greatest essential in the activity of the Holy
Spinit.

“ Quench not the Spirit ” (I Thess. v. 19). That
surely relates to the activity of the Spirit, not to
the Spirit as passive, You don’t have fo quench a
fire if it is latent; you only quench it when it is
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

an animal which had never been used as a mount
before. Usually unbroken horses or donkeys need
much training and discipline before they will ac-
cept a rider on their back, but this one seems to
have been very willing and obedient. There was
something of power in the very presence of the
Lord Jesus which tamed all that was wild and law-
less. So although the ass and her colt were only
beasts, and could not understand what was happen-
ing, they were in harmony with all the rest on that
day of gladness. They gave all that they had to
Him. The ass gave her colt, and the colt gave
himself.

4. By far the greatest Gift, however, was the One
who was the centre of all this rejoicing. This was
the Lord Jesus, who at that time had comie to
Jerusalem to give His own life upon the Cross, in
order to be our Saviour. He knew what was to
happen tc Him at Jerusalem, and He knew that
the time had now come for Him to make that great

sacrifice. It was no surprise to Him that Palm
Sunday was to lead on to Good Friday, the day
of His Cross and Passion. Yet He went gladly to
suffer, because it was for the Father’s glory and
for our blessing, The palm trees were not only
under His feet and round about His head ; they
were in His heart.

No wonder that even the children in the temple
sang their ‘ Hosannas'! Of course they did not
know the real truth about Christ’s sacrifice, nor
did the disciples, but they all felt that it was a joy-
ful day, a day of praise because it was a day of
willing giving to God.

For us every day should be a Palm Sunday. We
have the great gift of life and love through the
Lord Jesus, so there is every reason for us to be
full of praise. We also have the great privilege of
giving gladly to Him. It was the Lord Jesus Him-
self who once said: * It is more blessed to give
than to receive ™ (Acts 20. 35). .

H.F.

GOD’S SOVEREIGN ACTIVITIES

“ And it came to pass, when the ark set forward,
that Moses said, Rise up, O Lord, and let thine
enemies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee
flee before thee, And when it rested, he said, Re-
turn, O Lord, unto the ten thousands of the thou-
sands of Israel "' (Numbers x, 35, 36).

THE book of Numbers is concerned with a mili-
tant movement on the part of God, in the midst
of His ordered people, in relation to His testimony.
The ark is called * the ark of the testimony ’, and
the place in which it was resident or deposited was
the ‘tabernacle of testimony’; and everything
centred in, circled round and was governed by that
testimony—the testimony of God concerning His
Son, Jesus Christ. That has an abiding message for
the Lord’s people at all times and at all stages of
spiritual progress.

I would point out that this is not some peculiar
testimony belonging to any one particular com-
pany of God’s people. It is the testimony of Jesus.
We will not stay to explain what it is, but we do
know that, in the book of consummations—the
book of the Revelation—where everything is
brought out to its final fulness and dealt with in
finality, “ the testimony of Jesus ” is the dominant
factor from beginning to end. In the first chapter
the testimony of Jesus is presented by Himself in
His own Person. Then everything—the churches
and the Church comprehensively, the nations, and
ultimately the kingdom of darkness—is all dealt

with and settled in the light of the testimony of
Jesus; and finally that testimony of Jesus is
brought out in glorious fulness in the symbol of
the City, and everything about that City speaks of
Him. and speaks of Him in glory in the saints,

That is just by the way, lest we should think.
when we use the phrase ‘ a testimony ’, that we are
talking about something other than the testimony
of Jesus, inits fullest sense as in the Word of God.
I do want to deliver minds from the idea that, shall
I say, * Honor Oak * has a ‘ testimony ’ of its own.
‘ This testimony —how I hear that all over the
world from people who are associated with the
company and the Lord’s work hese in this place.
Please strip your mind and your tongue of that
phraseology. It is not some private testimony we
are talking about, It is the testimony of Jesus in its
fulness, and it is, as I have said, God’s movements
inn connection with that that the whole of the Scrip-
tures reveal,

I. SOVEREIGN SELECTIVENESS

We start with Genesis. God’s creative activity
was there ;: we may deal with that more fully later.
It brings us back to the whole outline of God’s
goings, But when things departed ffom the Divine
intention, and that so early, God reacted in relation
to His testimony, and we find that the whole book
of Genesis is occupied with the sovereign selective-
ness of God in this very connection. And here 1
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am going to pass again to the key to the whole
Word of God, His Divine principle. If you get the
Divine principte, you will understand the Serip-
tures, If you have not, you will do what has been
done and is being done, that is, you will make
theories and interpretations without number and
without end, Take, for instance, all that has been
produced on the book of Revelation, It is perfectly
hopeless. Of all the multitudes who have sought
to interpret it, you find hardly two that agree. The
only sure key to the Scriptures as a whole or in
any part is a Divine principle, When. you have that,
the whoe thing opens up. :

1 suggest that the Divine principle. with which
God reacled to the fall was this sovereign select-
iveness. It begins with the seed of the woman, and
then it moves on along a thin line of witnesses,
reaching to Abraham, and then, through Abraham,
to Isaac and Jacob; and then through them to the
nation, There is a ‘movement of God within the
world of men, severeignly laying held of pecple in
relation to that testimony which He in His eternal
counsels had determined to realise. The testimony
of Jesus began before this worid began. It has been
taken up along this line by the sovereign act of
God, and it is there that we must find our strength,
There are, of course, always the two sides to any
Divine movemeént—the Divine initiative, and
man’s responsibility—but the Divine initiative al-
ways comes first, and that is our comfort, consola-
tion and strength. “ Ye did not choose me, but I
chose you” (John zv. 16). “ He chose us in him
before the foundation of the world ” (Eph. i. 4):
That word *chose’ is a marvellous key to God’s
goings right down through the ages.

The goings of God are seen along this line of
sovereign selectiveness—and how much we owe to
that! The very holding on our way, our very being
kept by the power of God to the end, is simply
because in the first ptace God chose us; God, if
I may use the word, selected us. God looked and
saw us and laid His hand upon us, and that, we
are told in this marvellous revelation of the eternal
goings of God, happened before ever we had a
being. We were foreknown, All sorts of difficulties
are gathered into that, but let me say here that it
is not so much the individual, as that elect com-
pany for a Divine purpose, which is the occasion
of this sovereign selectiveness.

You can see God moving in this way right
through- the Word. You cannot explain it. We shall
come on to the mystery of God’s ways sooner or
later, but there is no ground of explanation out-
side of God Himsel, The Lord Jesus:chose His
twelve disciples. There is no ground of explana-
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tion, none whatever, outside of Himself, * Did not
I choose you the twelve?” (John vi. 70}—and that
is all thetre is to it, ' 1 chose you’. He never ex-
plained why ; none of us could explain why. But
He has done it ; and what we know, immediately
we come under the government, the control, of
the Holy Spirit, is that we have come into line
with something which is not incidental in tife,
something which has a very long history ; we have
become a part of something that reaches.beyond
time, both backward and forward, something be-
yond the limits of this world and this life. We are
conscious of being related to some immense
purpose. - '

I say again, we are not always able to explain
or define it ; but a consciousness comes to us that
after all, whatever we may have felt or thought
about it before, our birth is not just an incident;
we have not come on the scene by chance—there
is. something more in it than that. No one knows
that until they become linked with the Lord Jesus
and thus become a part of God’s testimony con-
cerning His Son, which is the ground of all God’s
movements from eternity to eternity, We have
come into something that is very near to the heart
of God ; and the more utterly you come into line
with that, the more God stands by you, the more
God'is going to vindicate Himself and His wisdom.
It is a tremendous thing to be wholly and fully in
l‘(l}'ledmid'-thoroughfare of those eternal goings of

od. :

So Genesis sees the beginning of this principle,
which continues all the way through the Old
Testament and New Testament—the principle of
sovereign selectiveriess in relation to God's testi-
mony concerning His Son, the testimony of Jesus!

II. SOVEREIGN SEPARATION

We come to Exodus for the next phase in the
goings of God, and here it is a matter of sovereign
separation. There is the elect people, but the elect
has got rather entangled in things, mixed up in
things ; the elect is in bondage, the elect is in the
world ; and God must move sovergignly again.
And God retains that sovereignty in His own
hands, Moses {ried to assume the sovereignty of
God in separating the people from Egypt, and it
was a terrible disaster. God retains the sovereignty
in relation to His purpose. When God’s time came,
when the hour came for God to move, He did it
from Himself, on His own account, right out from
Heaven. You find God saying all the time, in re-
lation to that emancipation: “f ... ", “T...".
“f...”*“Now thou shalt see what I willdo . . . ”
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(Ex. vi. 1). “ Come now therefore, and { will send
thee . . .7 (Ex. iii. 10}. * Thus shalt thou say . . .
I AM hath sent me unto you ” (Ex. iii. 14). God in
sovereignty, the great 7/, is taking charge of this
matter.

The second principle, then, in the goings of God,
is God acting to get His people separated unto
Himself: and separated, in the first place, as the
first stage, from the world. No one who is really
vitally related to the Lord, who has a life with
God, who is under the hand of God, will ever fail
to recognise those activities of His in separating
them from the world. They will never have a happy
time in the world. The most miserable people on
this earth are Christians who are still © in with * the
world. Far better be an out-and-out’ worldling—
they are so much happier than the Christians who
are in the world. Yes: for the Christian it is one
thing or the other. The alternative is a miserable
* half-and-half * existence. which just is not worth
while.

Look at fsrael in Egypt, and see God at work
with His own to make them inwardly know that
they cannot be mixed up or entangled in this world.
God’s sovereignty will not allow it, and He makes
that sovereignty known in the heart of His own
people.

Then comes the next phase of separation. Once
they are out of Egypt, there has to be an inward
separation from themselves, which seems to be an
even more complicated thing than getting them
out of Egypt. That extrication had called for very
great power on the part of God, and God was
equal to it when it came to the matter of power :
but in the wilderness it called for infinite patience.
God Himself was, of course, again equal to it:
but if God knows any comparatives in His activi-
ties-—if one thing can be said to be easier or harder
for Him than another, it seems that His task with
Israel in the wilderness was much more difficult
than His task in getting them out of the worli. The
inward work of God calls for infinite patience.

But here you see the goings of God. God is not
just going to have a theoretical, doctrinal position ;
He is not just going to have positional truth ; He
is going to have an actual condition corresponding
to the truth. In relation to the ultimate object to-
ward which He is moving in all His goings—that
Christ in all things shall have the pre-eminence-—
it is necessary that self shall have no pre-eminence,
that the natural life shall not be lord in any sense
or in any way. And so His goings must be through
the wilderness, in which He is ever at work to
divide inwardly as well as outwardly. Exodus sees
those two phases of God’s goings with His chosen
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—outward separation, inward separation: the out-
ward from the world and its overlord, the inward
from the self, the flesh, the natural life and its
dominton—so that eventually the Lord has a
people who have no other lords, outwardly or in-
wardly, but in whom His lordship is absolutely
established. It was only for a bright, glorious, but
brief period in Israel’s history that that was real-
ised ;: by far the greater part of their history on
both sides of that glorious period was of other
lords having dominion, But what is in the Lord’s
view, toward which He is moving in all His goings,
is to have a people unreservediy for His own. That
is His testimony.

[Il. SOVEREIGN SERVICE

We come next to Leviticus, and here it is a
matter of sovereign service: it is priestly ministry.
I cannot stay to take ofit even fragments by way
of reminding you of the contents of that book. We
can sum it all wp in this way: Everything here is
“holiness unto the Lord ” (Ex. xxviii. 36, etc., A.V.).
That is, ministering to Divine satisfaction, to
Divine pleasure, All the feasts and the offerings
speak of that which brings pleasnre and satisfac-
tton 10 God. It is all so highly symbolic of the
perfections of His Son in Deity and in humanity, It
is bringirtg Him for God's satisfaction; the priestly
office and the priestly array all speaking of the
glories of Christ in the presence of God,

There is another side to it. God ordains His
service so sovereignly that there are many things
connected with it which are exceedingly dangerous
if they are not observed. If there is false incense.
if there is man-made as distinct from Divinely-
prescribed incense ; if the requisite garments are
not worn, the gaiments of glory and beawy ; if
there is a breach at any point in these laws of God
concerning His Son, the consequences are fatal.
So that He ordains this service, and He says, * This
is not optional, this is not a thing that yot can take
or leave ; it is a thing upon which everything, so
far as My ultimate purpose is concerned, depends.’
It is a matter of life and death-—holiness unto the
Lord.

What is service to the Lord? It may take many
forms, it may move along many lines, but the
essence and true pature of the service of God is
bringing to Him that which is for His pleasure and
satisfaction, that in which He can have the glories
of His Son, the perfections of His Son displayed.

That is His object with every convert. God’s
object in getting people saved is not just fo get
them saved. The proclamation of the Gospel is not
merely a matter of ‘ rescuing the perishing > from
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Hell and getting them 1o Heaven as though it were
all centred in them, as though they—or we—were
the beginning and end of the Gospel. That is not it.
Every newly born-again child of God, in the
thought of God, is a vessel in which those perfec-
tions and glories of His Son are to be manifested,
and each one is then to be related to all the others,
to make the one glorious vessel which will eventu-
ally be seen * coming down out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God ”. The object of
winning souls is the ultimate satisfaction and
pleasure of God. It is not only for the sake of the
convert and the convert’s eternal well-being ; we
have concentrated far too much on that.

If only we can see and grasp the fu.ler thought
of God, what a motive it 1s! God can then commit
Himself. Surely that is the main point, after all—
that God should be able to come alongside and
say: ‘- Yes, ] am in this: this has something more
in view than personal gratification ; this has My
glory in view, this has My Son in view.” That is
sovereign service.

IV. SOVEREIGN WARFARE

When you come to Numbers, you find the Lord’s
people in a position or condition of being consti-
tuted a warring instrument concerning the Testi-
mony. This is something tremendous—for, so far
as the ages down here are concerned, the testimony
of Jesus is an outstanding thing, the most oustand-
ing thing in God’s universe, A.l the conflict, all the
trial, all the suffering of the Church and the saints,
is related to that testimony. If you will have no-
thing to do with the testimony of Jesus you will
escape nine-tenths of your troubles, difficulties and
sufferings. Touch that, come into relation to that,
and your troubles begin, Indeed, we know that, on
one side, your troubles begin as soon as you be-
come a Christian! Praise God, that is not the whole
story ; but it is one side, and the Lord Jesus did
not hide that. He made it perfectly c.ear that that
would be the immediate consequence of relation-
ship to Himself,

There is a great kingdom of antagonism to this
testimony of Jesus—fierce and violent antagonism.
It is a mighty spite against God. We have sugges-
tions as to how and why it arose. There was one
who aspired to the kingdoin, i the inheritance, to
a certain place nex¢ to God, to be equal with God.
But that place was reserved for God’s Son, and so
the Son has For ever, in Heaven and on earth, been
the object of that ome’s fiercest jealousy and
hatred ; and so because God is working all things
in ihe interests of His Son, the one thing to which
the Devil has committed himself, throughout all
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the ages, is to spoil everything that is of God-——-just
to spoil it. Anything that God does, the Devil will
immediately try to spoil, because it is related to
God’s Son. So we find ourselves precipitated into a
realm of animosity, It is in the very atmosphere—
you cannot avoid it. It is there all the time,

This conflict is a part of the testimony. The book
of Numbers brings us there: we find the testimony
in the centre and the people ordered for baitle in
relation to the testimony. But, blessed be God, the
testimony is seen as completely victorious. “ Rise
up. O Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered ™.

PERSONAL APPLICATIONS

These few thoughts are just hints and pointers,
rather than anything else, but if you take them up
you will see their operation, not only in the Oid
Testament, but in the New, and also in our own
lives. Firstly, God laid His hand upon us sovereign-
ly: He made us know that it had to be Himself.
We may have longed for Hin, we may have
craved for Him, we may have yearned for Him,
but the Lord chose His own moment for clinching
the matter, He did not allow any activities of ours
to bring it about-

* It is not thy tears of repentance, or prayers . ..

There is a side, of course, where we have to show
that we mean business with God ; but God chooses
His own moment for doing this thing, so that we
have to say, ‘It was the Lord! 1 could not have
got through of myself ; I could not have brought
this about myself. The Lord kept it in His own
hands—I know He did it

That is so in every matter, not only in our con-
version. We see the sovereignty of God dealing
with us, His sovereign activities for our separation,
outwardly and inwardly. God is working in that
way. And until we let go of the world and of per-
sonal interests in this life as objectives, let go the
government of any life of our own, let go any
claim to direct and order our own paths, and come
into the goings of God, we are not in rest, the
testimony does not rest. “ Return unto thy rest”
(Ps. cxvi. 7). As you are in the activities of God
‘going’, you come into the rest of God resting.

And then it is a matter of everything for God's
pleasure. That is the meaning of holiness, Haliness
sums it all up: everything to God’s pleasure and
satisfaction, everything concerning the Lord Jesus,
He in all things having pre-eminence,

Finally, God's dealings with us do bring us into
the realm of conflict: but it is conflict with tre-
mendous issues and glorious assurances—the cer-
tainty of victory, T, A-S.
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Escape into Christ

By T.L. M.

Price 9d (Postage 4d}

In U.S.A. 30.16 (Postage 2 cents)

The booklet ' Bethany” is now available in Portuguese,

Printed at the Witness and Testimony Press, 13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23.
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of the Lord’s people who desire
to come for the value of the spiritual ministry of
the Centre,

It is available for this purpose throughout the
year, ,

The limited amount of accommodation makes
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

Those who are interested at any time should
make application to Mr. or Mrs. A, G. TAYLOR,
i3, Honor Qak Road, London, S.E.23, Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609.
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THE CHRIST OF GOD AND THE THINGS OF GOD
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNT?

UNDERSTANDING OF THE TIMES

SOME OBSERVATIONS AND AN APPEAL BY THE EDITOR

IN his “ Holy War” John Bunyan's spiritual reachiﬁg and inclusive of many more. The first has

acumen is rarely more impressive than in that
point in the enemy’s strategy to capture Mansoul
where he orders that Mr, Understanding—the
Town Clerk—must be put in a dark dungeon
where he cannot see what is going on. The Apostle
Paul has given us no small emphasis upon the
importance and valoe of spiritual understanding,
and the New Testament contains a great deal of
evidence as to that importance. Would to God that
we—His people—were more awake to the nature
and meaning of currents, trends, and happenings
in our own time! David’s kingdom was strength-
ened in the day of its establishment after the death
of Saul by the men of Issachar “ that had under-
standing of the times . Our Lord’s kingdom sure-
ly needs people so endowed. The spheres in which
this gift or quality is needed are both those of the
Lord’s movements, and those of the enemy’s, and
such perception would be a great strengthening to
the Church and the people of God, While we do
not claim to be greatly endowed in this way, there
are some vital and big matters concerning which
no great illumination is necessary, and we venture
to point these out. For the moment we confine our-
selves to only two, but two which are very far-

to do with—
THE CHURCH

There is an almost astounding movement in our
time in this connection, and it has two major as-

pects, The New Testament can be said to be—in a
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large proportion of its contents—a document con-
taining God’s conception, election, calling, and
constitution of the Church for its eternal vocation,
and it can truly be said that God has bound Him-
self to the Church in a very full and utter way. He
has made it clear that His means and method of
fulfilling His eternal counsels concerning His Son
is * Churchwise *: that the normal channel of His
approach to and meeting of men is His Church.
Of course, this means the Church as constituted,
indwelt, and governed by His Son as “ head
over all things” to it, This Divinely revealed
and introduced Church all too soon lost its origin-
a] character and effectiveness, toward the end
of the apostolic age, and, for the most part, it has
been other than at the beginning ever since, with
few worthy representations, except here and
there. But God has never abandoned His original
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

- Whatever value there may have been, or may be.
in the meticulous custodianship of °soundness’
which some have assumed—and we do owe much
to those who have been eyes to the Church when
there has really been something to see that threat-
ened The Faith—the Lord has suffered, and His
people have suffered, far more from the ultra-critic-
al and suspicious apd fearful than from many
other more open assaults upon the truth, The
enemy is engaged more than ever upon a campaign
of sabotage within the Church for its internal dis-
integration, and it is for us to resist him by seeking
all the positive ground of fellowship possible, not
looking for all the negative ground, either really or
imaginatively existent,

There are various ways of approaching the
matter of Christian unity. We have before ap-
proached it in this paper along the line of Scrip-
ture, dealing with its spiritual basis. Many books

have been published and articles written by vari-
ous authors. Nothing seems to have had much
effect, but we venture to believe that such a change
of disposition as is here appealed for would go a
very long way toward tescuing the Church from
ifs present weakness due to its internecine strife
and its civil war.

To return to our starting point. Is it not a matter
for real spiritual perception and discernment ihat
—at a time like this, at the end of the age—the
Church should be so largely crippled by an intens-
ive campaign of the evil forces to spread suspicion
and doubt through all its ranks, and by lies, half-
truths, and misapprehensions to get the Lord’s
people all looking at one another with questions
and uncertainties, so that they are totally unable
to face a common foe, and a great vocation, as

one man in Christ?
T. AUSTIN-SPARKS
Eprror

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF SERVICE

YIL

Reading : Numbers vii, 1 - 84,

THE first thing that becomes apparent from the
record in this chapter is that the Lord’s people, as
represented by their princes—the princes of all the
fathers’ houses, you notice—are locked upon as a
princely people. God’s conception of His people is
that, and He desires His people so to conceive of
themselves. They are a princely people., a royal
priesthood.

PRINCELINESS:
THE CHARACTER OF THE LORD JESUS

What is princeliness in its real nature, when it is
a true princeliness? Ultimately, fundamentally, it
is that which takes its character from the Lord
Jesus. We are very ready to extol the Lord Jesus,
to acclaim Him and proclaim Him as King of
kings and Lord of lords, to put Him in the highest
place. We glory in the fact that * God highly ex-
alted bim, and gave unto him the name which is
above every name * (Phil. ii. 9). I trust that it can
truly be said of every one of us, that that is our
estimate of the Lord Jesus, If that is true, and He
is to us Prince as well as Saviour, then surely we
who bear His Name, and are of His family, over
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PRINCELY SERVICE

which He is Prince, should take our character
from Hm. It is God’s thought, and God’s will,
that there should be about us something of the
princeliness of the Lord Jesus.

{a) SPIRITUAL DIGNITY

Princeliness is a very different thing in the spirit-
ual realm from what it is in the temporal and the
natural, We have already seen through this series
of studies the great difference that there is in priest-
liness, in Levitical service, between what is tem-
poral and what is spiritual : it is a different realm,
a different kind of thing altogether. When it comes
to the Lord Jesus and His princeliness, again we
say that it is not jast official, it is not just by ap-
pointment, it is not ecclesiastical or formal, It 1s
spiritual and it is moral—for princeliness is pre-
emipently 4 moral and a spiritual thing. If we take
our character from the Lord Jesus, we shall not be
mean, contemptible, petty, or ‘little” people, or
anything at all like that. That is not princeliness.
No, to take character from Christ means some-
thing noble, something fine, something big, great,
honourable, dignified. You expect that of a prince,
do you not? Even in the natural realm, you ex-
pect dignity in conduct, behaviour, presence. You
lose all respect for 'a prince who is mean or
contemptible. '
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(b) SPIRITUAL STATURE

Princeliness seems to speak, too, of stature. 1
expect these princes in Isracl were men of physical
stature, dignity of presence—men whose presence
mnpressed. That is, everybody could look up to
them—perhaps literally, as well as in other ways.
Princeliness 15 stature, and stature in the Bible is
always spiritually and morally a matter of the
measure of Christ—just how much there is of
Christ,

{(C) SPIRITUAL WEALTH

It seems an anomaly for a prince to be poor.
Here you find the princes were men of substance,
men of wealth. They were people who had a com-
petence, who had plenty, who had whereof to dis-
pose, Not only were their own peeds met and satis-
fied, but they had plenty to give away.

Now, this is not a mere artistic presentation of
things, or exaggeration in words. This is exactly
what the Lord wants His people, His spiritual
Israel, to be. He wants big people, in the spiritual
sense, people of stature, people of dignity, And 1
think, as I have already said in earlier messages,
that that may well come down to very practical
matters of our personal presence and appearance.
We can so easily let the Lord down by our appear-
ance, by our carelessness, by our behaviour, by the
way we talk, and so on, * Letting the Lord down’
is only another way of saying—taking from the
grandeur of Christ, instead of showing forth the
excellencies of Him.

That covers much ground and includes many
things, But what I am trying first of all to impress
upon you is the Divine conception and idea of His
people: that that is to be true of them, not only
when they are together in meetings, but at home,
at business, wherever they are. There should be
something about them that is fine, something
about them that is grand—not petty, not small ;
something about Christians which will lead people
to look up to and speak highly of them ; something
about them that is honouring the Lord. We should
be people, too, of stature and people of substance
—not going round, as we say, cap in hand, having
to. try to get something for our subsistence. No,
we have plenty. I verily believe that, if we really
come into what God wills for us, we shall be
people of plenty, There will always be a margin ;
we shall never be at the end of things. Plenty!
Plenty! Twelve basketfuls over all the time! It is
the Lord’s thought for His people that they should
be spiritually wealthy, That should be true indi-
vidually as well as collectively. This is what is

B
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represented here by the princes of the fathers’
houses of Israel.

A GREAT APPRECIATION OF THE CROSS

But what was it that particularly brought into
view their princeliness? How is it that we are
made to take note of them? What was it that gave
them a place in the Bible? What was it that caused
them to occupy all this long chapter of eighty-nine
verses? In a word, what was it that showed their
princeliness?

The answer is very simple, but very, very strik-
ing and searching. It was their appreciation of
the altar, their estimate of the value of the altar:
in New Testament terms, their appreciation of
the Cross. If you think about it, you will see
how true that was. Was the Apostle Paul a
prince in Isracl? Was he a man of stature? Was
he a man of substance? Was he a man of dignity?
Why? “Far be it from me to glory, save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ” (Gal. vi. 14), It
was his glorying in the Cross, his estimate of the
value, the importance, the meaning, of the Cross.
It is our apprehension of the Cross which reveals
our spiritual measure. Measure always comes
along the line of a very deep regard for the Cross
of our Lord Jesus, I is the way of our enlarge-
ment ; it is the way that makes a lot of room ; it is
the way of spiritual wealth, Despise the Cross,
hold the Cross lightly, think little of the Cross, and
you will become a very small person spiritually.
These princes had a tremendous conception of the
significance and value and importance of this altar
which was being dedicated. I leave that with you
to think about, ’%he more you enter into the mean-
ing of the Cross, as you really do in heart give an
adequate estimate to the sufferings of God’s Son,
the greater will your spiritual life be, the more will
you emerge a person of account, the more wealth
will God lavish upon you.

‘Oh, the sweet wonders of that Cross
Where Christ my Saviour loved and died !’

Tt is a tremendously enlarging thing to grasp,
rightly and sufficiently, the meaning of the Cross.

A SPONTANEOUS, VOLUNTARY,
HEART EXPRESSION

Now these princes had such a large appreciation
of the altar that it required wagons to convey their
appreciation, A wagon is a very large vehicle. It is
not an ordinary little thing that you can carry in
your hand, They did not want just a little bit of a
truck! Here are wagons, and here are these many
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wagon-loads expressing the large appreciation of
the altar.

But note two other things about the wagon. All
this was something for which, so far as we know,
no prescription had been made, and, from the
account, it almost looks as though Moses did not
know what to do with it. He had nothing in the
‘Blue Book ' about this! God had said nothing
about this sort of thing ; there were no laws and
regulations about what was to be done should a
thing like this happen. Evidently Moses looked to
the Lord about it, and the Lord said, * Take it,
Teceive it, turn it over to the ministry of the
sanctuary .

Here is something that is not by legal demand.
This is a voluntary, spontaneous expression from
the heart, something altogether outside of the
book. This is princeliness, this is greatness: not
just to do what we are expected to do and what is
required of us and what is commanded to be done;
not, ‘ Lord must I do this?—but, ‘ Can I do it?
Is there anything that I can do—in the book or
out of the book 7’ That is the spirit of it. It was the
spirit that prompted this offering that made it so
princely, so grand, so noble.

A princely life is one that is not just doing be-
cause it must, or giving because it is expected to
conform to the regulations, but a spontaneous life
that ‘goes the second mile ’, It does not stop just
at the set time, but looks for how much more can
be done, There are some Christians—watch this,
young Christians! —who talk like this: * Must 1
give this up if I am going to be a Christian? Is this
not allowed? May we not . . . this, that or some-
thing else—do this, go there? What is wrong with
it?” That is so negative. Princeliness, if it is taken
from the character of the Lord Jesus, never talks
or argues like that. It says: * What more can I do?,
Is there anything more that I can do for my Lord,
who did everything for me?’ You are not surprised
that the Lord takes note of thai sort of thing,
and those people become the expression of His
thought.

That is princeliness—the voluntary giving with-
out any consideration whatever of whether it
must be done. Can we give like that? How grand it
will be when we are all people whose worship is so
lavish, so free, so spontaneous, that we so to speak
do not know what to do with it all! Qur worship is
so little, so poor, instead of being a lavish pouring
out of the heart. And in many other ways it is like
that. May the Lord make us His princely people
like this—large of heart, magnanimous of spirit :
not for its own sake, but because we have come to
see something of the greatness of what our Lord
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has done for us in His Cross. The Cross, rightly
apprehended, is a wonderful delivering power
from all littleness—{rom our poor, miserable, con-
temptible little selves,

A COVERED WAGON

They were covered wagons. I do not know
altogether what that may have implied from their
standpoint, but 1 think I can see something at any
rate m the spirit of it. Princeliness, real princeli-
ness, makes no display. It does the large thing and
never calls attention to it, never lets it be known
or seen. Real princeliness is that kind of meekness
and humility accompanying an uttermost outpour-
ing for the Lord, without looking for admiration,
or any return, An uncovered wagon with all this
might have drawn attention, so that people might
have said, ‘ Look what So-and-so is giving!” It is
like a Harvest Festival: that used to be a great
occasion for people to bring along the biggest cab-
bage, or the biggest bunch of grapes, to draw
attention. ‘Who brought that?” ‘Oh, So-amd-so!’
The lesson of the covered wagon is: “ Let not thy
left hand know what thy right hand doeth  (Matt.
vi. 3)—a real spirit of meckness ; going, perhaps,
further than many others, but covering it.

In this series of meditations, which we now
corclude, we have heard much about the service
of the Lord, what is service to the Lord, and the
spiritual character of the servants of the Lord, but
it all gathers up into this, The Lord is secking a
great people, in every spiritual and moral sense ;
not perhaps in the eyes of the world, but in the
eves of God, Sometimes the smallest and most in-
significant person, naturally, can be somebody
very princely, very precious, full of values to the
Lord. We do not judge and estimate naturaily, but
always and only according to the measure of
Christ. You may be a very small person naturally,
either physically in stature, which sometimes pro-
duces a serious inferiority complex, or you may
be small of gifts, small of rescurces ; but you know
the Lord Jesus attributed far greater stature to the
widow who cast in her two mites than to those
wonderful fellows who were displaying before
everybody what they were giving. Sfature is differ-
ent in the sight of God from what it is in the sight
of man,

No. you may not be of much account in any way
naturally, but you can be something in the eyes of
the Lord if the Cross has become a great thing in
your life and in your heart, and its deep, full, rich
meanings have come to be practical realisations in
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your life. I have no hesitation in saying these
things, dear friends ; they are true. Enlargement of
life comes by the -application of the Cross, the
apprehension of the Cross. The more there is of
the Cross, the larger your life. It sometimes seems
like reduction, but—make no mistake—it is
increase.

MAY — JUNE, 1956.

The Lord make us a princely people—in this
sense, that we have so greatly seen, grasped,
sensed, the wonder of His Cross that our hearts
go out, leaping over all the regulations, to be able
to bring to the Lord all that is possible through
life and through service, the fulness of our hearts
turning to the service of the sanctuary,

T. A-S.

(concluded)

THY KINGDOM COME

1.
Reading : Daniel ii.

“And the kingdom and the dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Meost High @ his kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
Here is the end of the matter ” (Daniel vii, 27, 28).

“And I heard, but I understood not ; then said I,
O my lord, what shall be the issue of these things?”
(Daniel xii. 8).

WE may get help as to the meaning of the phrase
which we often pray, “ Thy kingdom come ", if
we seek it in the book of Daniel, for the book is
full of kings and kingdoms, as may soon be seen
by underlining the related words wherever they
appear. We open our consideration with Daniel’s
last question. The Authorised Version renders it :
“ What shalf be the end of these things?”; but
that is not really what Daniel asked. The question
had already been put: *“How long shall it be to
the end . . . ?” (xii, 6), but Daniel wanted to know
what lay beyond that. What is the issue beyond
the immediate end, was what he wanted to know.
Here was he, involved in great movements and
battles, in testings of faith and great triumphs, too,
in messages from Heaven and uprisings from Hell,
in prayers prayed, yes, and prayers answered :
everything seeming to lead up o one great climax.
What was it all about? What was the point of it
all? ““ What shall be the issue of these things?”

There is surely a semse with us, in these days,
that we, too, are heading up to a climax. The end
of this age, so we believe, cannot be very far dis-
tant. It is a reasonable and a right question to ask :
What lies beyond? We, also, are in the midst of
conflicts and testings. What does it all mean? As
a matter of fact the book of Daniel answers his
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own question. He could not understand, but as we
open his book in the light of the rest of the Word
of God we have the answer. And if we keep the
book as a whole before us we shall surely avoid
the perils which may be associated with studying
the future. It is dangerous to be a dabbler in pro-
phecy, being interested only in events that are go-
ing to bappen. Danie], however, 15 an excellent
example of a man who had vision aad * under-
standing of the times ”, and yet who was most prac-
tical in living for God in his day ; a man who was
most enlightened as to the purposes of God, and
yet was constantly in touch with present realities
and not just dreaming of the future,

Daniel lived for God in his day, in the way in
which he did, just because of his insight into the
issues involved. His vision made him a big man.
How prone we all are to pettiness! How limited
our horizons can become, and how localised,
personal and often unworthy can be the realms in
which we live and are occupied! We have been
called to a vocation which is vast and noble, to
have a part in the greatest interest of God for ail
the ages: a right understanding of this will surely
do for us what it did for Daniel—thiake us bigger
people, One of the great needs of the Church to-
day is not just for more gifted or more active men,
but for bigger men—bigger in heart, bigger in
vision, bigger in spiritual responsibility,

I. THE ISSUE FOR THE WORLD

May we seek to define the issues beyond the
immediate end, and begin with the issues for this
world and its kingdom. They are: Intervention,
Dissolution, and Transformation.

{a) INTERVENTION

God must be getting very tired of the apparently
endless cycle of hopes and disappointments, new
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beginnings and sad frustrations, which character-
ize His world. The “ course of this age ” has been
going on for a long time, and it would go on for
ever, only getting worse, if He did not break in
and bring it to a close. He is going to break in—
that is the message of the “stone cut without
hands . The world system is not to be won over
for God—that is impossible ; it is to be brought
to a sudden end by Divine intervention from
Heaven, The thing that is being built up here on
earth is not God’s kingdom, and never will be. The
Lord is not asking His people to enter into alliance
with this world’s kingdom to win it over for Christ
on the earthly level. There is no future that way.
No, He is preparing & kingdom composed of men
and women in vital association with His Christ,
that it may hreak in from Heaven to terminate and
overthrow the present order of things.

{b) DISSOLUTION

According to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream the bro-
ken pieces of the image “ became like the chaff of
the summer threshing-floors ; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for them ™
(Dan, ii. 35). This refers not only to the visible
rulers but to that invisible kingdom which governs
men’s ways to-day. The visible things of this world
exercise a tremendous power for evil; men and
women cai make so much misery for others ; bnt
they only faintly express the whole host of wicked
spirits, hidden from our view but tremendously
real, who occupy every hour of the twenty-four of
every day in resisting the will of God, robbing men
of His blessing and seeking to turn them away
from Him. That whole kingdom is going to be dis-
placed. swept away, and chained in the abyss for a
thousand years. What an issue this is for mankind,
to have no more temptation from without, no more
deception, no more influence for evil! A world
without a tempter! What a world! Surely that is
worth working for, worth praying for, worth suffer-
ing for!

{¢} TRANSFORMATION

While the ultimate aim of God is a new earth, it
seems clear that for at least a thousand years there
is to be a true expression of the kind of kingdom
He desires here on this very earth which has re-
jected His Son. We so often feel that we want to
get out of the earth, to get far away from it because
it is hopeless. Well, in its present form it is; but
God is not a defeatist, if we are, Our reaction
from something hard or unpleasam is to want to
flee from it to somewhere easier ; we think that it
is impossible for God to work here, so we must

move away elsewhere, But we cannot tell the Lord
that a situation is impossible, unless it be to pro-
voke Him to prove that it is not so to Him. The
Lord was faced with a world which would not
have His rule, Did He despair? Did He capitulate?
No, He waited for centuries; He planned in
patience ; He sent His Son to die ; and now He is
gathering a people into resurrection union with
that Son, shaping them, taking them through the
fires and the lions’ den if necessary, that when His
moment comes this very world may be possessed
ag part of His own eternal kingdom, This is the
kind of vision which will make us bigger men.
Instead of praying or scheming to get ont of our
difficult situations, we gather faith to stand in
them for the Lord. Satan affirms that Christ cannot
rule in fulness on this earth. Too often we accept
this as true, But God has said that He is going to,
the kingdom will come and the will of God be
done on earth as it is in Heaven. How we need
to be lifted out of our defeatism into the assurance
of His triumph!

Then, after a brief and sad interlude, we are
given to expect the ‘new heavens and the new
eartlr wherein dwelleth righteousness’. Whatever
follies men may commit with nuclear fission, they
will never destroy God’s earth, The * elements will
melt with fervent heat’, but it will be when God’s
time conies, and when He is ready with His new
heavens and new earth— -then and not before.

2. THE ISSUE FOR CHRIST

This brings us, of course, to what is yet in store
for God’s Son. What is the issue so far as He is
concerned? Briefly, it may be described as Vindi-
cation and Administration,

(a} VINDICATION

When God has purged this earth of all that
seeks its own glory or serves His enemies, it will
then be peopled by those who give all the honour
to His dear Son. Some of them may do so because
they are afraid to do anything else ; there may be,
indeed there will be, a measure of imperfection be-
fore the eternal ages come in, but Christ will be
publicly vindicated in this very earth. This is one
of the issues, and one which should be very dear
to all our hearts. For when we talk of the coming
of the kingdom, we think not merely of some
régime or way of living, however glorious. we
think of a Person, the King. That He should be
universally vindicated, appreciated as He ought to
be and honoured as He deserves—this is the tfue
goal of all our spiritual conilict.
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the possession of the kingdom. Is that not to be
the issue of these things?’

The answer was very illuminating, and has a
meaning for all of us who will be true to the Lord
in our day as Daniel was in his. “ Go thou thy
way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and shalt
stand in thy Tot, at the end of the days ™ (xii. 13).
*You are right, Daniel: God has been preparing
you for an honoured place in His kingdom, but
not now and not in something local and earthly.
Your vocation is to have a part in the heavenly
and eternal kingdom.” That was the issue for
Daniel, and that is the issue for us.

THE REVEALER OF SECRETS

There are various implications of this fact that
God is preparing a people to share with His Son
in the administration of the kingdom, and perhaps
the first of them is the need for understanding, for
perception, for revelation. If Daniel is a book of
kings and kingdoms it is also a book of visions.
We often talk about the need for vision. We do
not mean the kind of manifestations and dreams
that Daniel had. We shall not have these visions ;
we do not need them, for they are written down
for us by Daniel himself. But there is a deeper
sense in which he is an example of a man with
spiritual insight; a man to whom God made
known what counld not be discovered from earthly
sources or by human reasoning. He saw. God
wanted him to see, for is He not the “revealer
of secrets” (ii. 47) ? God wants us to penetrate
beneath the surface, to be illuminated and tanght
by the * Spirit of wisdom and revelation ’. Far from
making Daniel conceited or presumptuous, it was
due to his humble walk with God and deep de-
pendence that he became a man of vision. “ From
the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
understand, and to humble thyself before thy
God 7, the heavenly visitor told him, “ thy words
were heard: and I am come for thy words’ sake ™
(x. 12). Daniel asked to see, and his prayer was
answered. Would it then be presumption for him
to claim: *“1I Daniel , .. saw " ; “ When L, even I
Daniel, had seen , . . 7?7 Rather would it have been
false humility and unbelief to ignore or to suppress
what God had showed him.

After all, when we set aside the particular pro-
phetic element of Daniel, which none of us can
have, what remains as a lesson for us? There were
three means by which spiritual sight came to
Daniel. He saw by the Spirit of God: even an
earthly man like Nebuchadnezzar knew that (iv. 8).
He saw by the Scriptures, the books (ix. 2). And he
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saw in answer to earnest prayer (ii. 18, 19), All
these three means are available to us, Daniel had
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Scriptures and the Holy
Place of Prayer ; he had themm—and, what is more,
he used them. We have them too. Let us be sure
that we use them.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCRIMINATION

Revelation brooght various values to Daniel,
but the first which we shall consider is the power
to discriminate, Paul prayed for the Philippians
that their * love might abound yet more and more
in knowledge and ail discernment’, so that they
might *“ prove the things that differ ” (Phil. i. 9,
10, r,v.marg.). Revelation brings discrimination,
ability to detect the true nature of things behind
the mere appearances. By this first vision Daniel
was made to realise that the imposing and popular
kingdom is not necessarily the lasting one. He saw
that, however much the Lord may permit what is
of the earth and seem to prosper it, we must notl
be led astray and imagine that it can truly serve
Him, It is not what He wants, and it is doomed
from the start. More than that, as vision succeeded
vision Daniel came to realise that the final develop-
ment of this kingdom must result ultimately in
Antichrist. There are many kings and princes
described here: there is no need for us to try to
identify them, but let us observe that in their final
issue they all produde a personage who is directly
opposed to Christ. “ He shall speak words against
the Most High ” (vii. 25), “ he shall also stand up
against. the prince of princes ™ (viii. 25) and * shail
speak marvellous things against the God of gods
(xi. 36). It is an enlightening but most scbering
fact that the kingdom which has its origin in tite
natural heart of man, however good it may seem
in i{s beginnings, and however much it may seem
to be permitted and even supported by God, will
be found in the end not only to be not of Christ
but to be His rival for the throme. Let our own
hearts witness how true this is.

This first vision is basic. It revealed that after
all there are only two kingdoms: one of man and
earth, and so really of Satan ; the other of Heaven
—the kingdom of God. How we need to discrimin-
ate, if we are to find our way through to God’s
goal, as Daniel did, without defilement and without
compromise. Not that the discrimination must be
only negative, While Nebuchadnezzar was being
identified as the head of gold, Daniel and the
others were able to identify themselves ; they saw
the other kingdom to which they belonged. The
difference is spiritnal, not legalistic. We must not
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draw any rash conclusions from Daniel’s purpose
of heart and request as to the king’s meat and
drink (i. 8), “ for the kingdom of God is not eating
and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost™ (Rom. xiv. 17). He did re-
ceive his food from Babylon {even the pulse and
water), and later on he received its honours and
administered its civil affairs. Yet there was a differ-
ence, for Daniel never compromised in matters of
spiritual affinity and heart attachment.

One thing is very important, In spite of his clear
discrimination, Daniel never permitted himself to
be critical of his brethren. They failed, they com-
promised, yet we may look in vain i his prayer
in chapter ix for any trace of superiority, of critical
condemnation or of a separate spirit. He did not
denounce then:; he loved them, he prayed far
them ; in a right way he identified himself with
them, This is a lesson which we must take much to
heart, for discrimination without love can be very
hard and unhelpful. At the same time Daniel never
allowed his love for his brethren to deflect him
from absohite obedience to the Lord. That would
be false love. We shall not help our brethren by
compromising ; we must be true to the Divine
vision, absolutely firm and unwavering. as befits
those who know that they belong to the heavenly
kingdom, even though they have to live and work
in Babylon.

CO-OPERATION

Furthermore, the proper effect of revelation
from God is inspiration and action, or perhaps we
can describe it as spiritual co-operation. True re-
velation meang that we know what God intends
to do and are convinced that He will do it—so con-
vinced, indeed, that His objective becomes the
great aim and end of our own lives. The simple
illustration of this was in the windows which Dan-
iel kept open towards Jerusalem. To him the im-
mediate expression of the kingdom of heaven was
“the city which is called by thy name ™ (ix. 18).
God had decreed that this city was to be re-built.
Nothing seemed less likely at that time, for even
those who were true to the Lord were doing
nothing about it; but Daniel had ‘seen’, and
therefore felt constrained to make this the one
great purpose of his life. And because he was so
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true to the light he had, the Lord gave him more
and more light, until he came to understand that
the real end in view was not earthly at all or local,
but the bringing in of the eternal kingdom of
Christ to possess all things for God, The “ stone
... cut out of the mountain without hands ” (ii. 45)
is no vague or shapeless weapon which the Lord
seizes impulsively to do a job for Hiun ; it is a city,
a community of redeemed saints, vitally related to
Christ the King, suitably shaped and prepared for
its great vocation,

Daniel’s vision governed his whole life, His
prayer was centred on one objective, but it was
more than a prayer, for his whole life was behind
it. And he persevered and saw the matter through,
even though he had to go into the lions’ den be-

cause of it. What that amounts to is this. If Ged

shows us something, He means us to shoulder the
responsibility of it, to take it up and see it through
in humble dependence on Him. It makes nothing
of us personally, for it is the coming of the king-
dom which mafters, not our place in it. There was
a sense in which Daniel and his friends had no
care or concern as to what happened to them,
They said, ‘ It does not matter if we go into the
fiery furnace; it is the kingdom which matters.
It does not matter if I go into the lions’ den, so
long as the prayer watch for Jerusalem goes on.’
Being thus happily delivered from all self-interest,
they became men of one purpose—God’s purpose.
That is what vision does for you. The time will
come when the kingdom will come, when the saints
of the Most High will possess it. They will have it
given to them, for it is all of grace. And yet they
will have it because they have seen it afar off, laid
hold of it by .faith, kept true to it, and suffered for
it. The New Testament tells us that we are to “ in-
herit™ the kingdom (1 Cor, vi. 9), to be “receiving”
it (Heb. xii. 15) and to * suffer for ” it (II Thess.
i. 5).

We shall see, as we go on, that revelation leads
to warfare, spiritual conflict. Daniel was no mere
visionary ; he entered into close co-operation with
his Lord for the realisation of what had been re-
vealed to him. Because he suffered for the king-
dom of God, he was counted worthy of it. May the
Lord make us strong to fight His battles and to
possess the kingdom for His Son, HF
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING
. THE HOLY SPIRIT AND GOD'S BEGINNINGS

“... After that he [Jesus] had given commandment
through the Holy Ghost unto the apostles . . . ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost ., . ye shall
recefve power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon
you . , . it was needful that the scripture should be
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost spake before by
the mouth of David .. .7 (Acts i, 2, 5, 8, 16).

IN the first chapter of Acts, the Holy Spirit is
mentioned four times. To get the right value of
that, we must remember when it was that Luke
wrote this book, He wrote it when the Apostle
Paul was coming to the end of his life and was in
prison in Rome. At that time Christianity was al-
ready beginning to change its character, for many
things were creeping into it that did not really
belong to it. There were changes both in doctrine
and in practice. You see this clearly when you
read Paul’s letters to Timothy, written from the
prison, for they were written to try fo put things
right again,

THE CHANGE IN CHRISTIANITY

It was, therefore, when Christianity was chang-
ing its character that Luke wrote this book called
the ¢ Acts of the Apostles’. I do not know who
gave it this name, but 1 am sure Luke did not. If
he had given a title to this book, he might have
called it “the Acts of the Holy Ghost’, He—the
Holy Spirit—is mentioned four times in the first
chapter alone ; and, if you look right through the
book, you will see how very many references are
made to Him. It is the book of the Holy Spirit, and
Luke wrote it to: poitit out that, at the very begin-
ning of the Church’s history, everything was of the
Spirit. But when he wrote it, men were already
beginning to bring in their own teachings and prac-
tices and were changing the original things which
had been of the Spirit into the things of man. God
wanted no change ; He wanted all to be of His
Spirit, both then and now.

In Europe and in the Western workld Christian-
ity has very much changed its character from what
it was at the beginning. It has had a long tradition,
and it has become all very mixed. There are all
sorts of teachings, which are said to be Christian

teachings, and there are a great many things which
contradict one another and yet are called * Christ-
ian’, One section of Christianity says fhis is what
you should teach, and another contradicts it and
says something quite different. One section says
that this is how you should do things, and another
says that that is quite wrong and there is another
way. There are hundreds of different kinds of
¢ Christianity °. Do you think the Holy Spirit is like
that? Do you think that He has many different
minds about things? No, He has not even two
minds about things, let alone a hundred different
minds,

The important thing for us is to know what it
was like at the beginning. So we are going to try
to see something of what 1t was hke then, for it is
always necessary to have a proper foundation. If
that is not laid, sooner or later the building will
change its shape or collapse.

GOD’S BEGINNINGS AND THE SPIRIT

(a) IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

At the beginning, then, everything was of the
Holy Spirit. And, when you think about it, all
God’s beginnings have been of His Spirit. That is
where you begin in the Bible. It says: “In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was waste and void ; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep: and the spirit of
God moved upon the face of the waters ” (Gen. i.
1, 2). Why did the Spirit brood? Because God 'was
going to make a new beginning ; He was going to
bring a new world into existence, and the Holy
Spirit was His instrument for doing this. That is
the first beginning that we have in the Bible.

We move on a little way in the Word, and we
find that God has decided to make another new
beginning, We find a people in Egypt, whom God
has decided to bring out, in order to form a people
for Himself. How does He bring them out? You
remember the pillar of cloud and fire—the one
before to lead them out, and the other behind to
protect their rear. That pillar is a type of the Holy
Spirit. It is by Him that we are led ont to become
the Lord’s people, and it is by Him that we are
separated from the world. And then the same Holy
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FOR BOYS
A WARM

MR. Johnson had not seen his great friends, Mr.
and Mrs. Ready, for a long time, as their farm was
far away and he had not been able to visit them.
One day, however, his work took him in their
direction, so he decided to call on them, and
looked forward very much to the joy of coming
suddenly to their home and giving them a happy
surprise, He only hoped that Rover, their dog.
would not give him away. Rover did not like Mr.
Johnson. Not that he had any reason for his dis-
like. He just would not make friends, in spite of
all that Mr, Johnson did to try. Still, it might be
possible to get up to the farmhouse without meet-
ing him, So Mr. Johnson went happily on his way,
smiling to himself at the great surprise which he
was about to give his good friends.

He was right about Rover, though. The dog was
outside the farm gate, and although he had noi
seen Mr. Johnson for a loug time, he greeted him
as an old enemy and came growling towards him.
*Come, Rover’, said Mr. Johnson, ‘let’s make
friends.” The dog, however, only growled more
angrily. * Are you not going to give me a wel-
come?’ asked the visitor, but Rover barked out his
‘No! No! Na!” He would have spoiled the sur-
prise if he had kept on barking. but happily he
saw a cat, whom he hated even more, so he dashed
off after her and forgot the visitor,

This left Mr, Johnson free to walk quietly up to
the farmhouse. He tip-toed to the open kitchen
door and then called out, * Anybody at home?’
Yes, Mrs. Ready was at home, and came to the
door, but how surprised she was to see her old
friend. It quite took her breath away. ‘ Fancy see-
ing you!’ she exclaimed ; * why, I thought that you
were far away!’ Mr. Johnson explained the reason
for his journey. * Bt why didn’t you let us know
that you were coming?’ she asked him. He further
explained that that had not been possible. Still
Mrs. Ready did not seem satisfied, * What a pity
you did not come last week,’ she complained,
¢ for this is the week when I do my preserves. Yes,
I am glad to see you, but 1 am afraid that 1 am
very busy.” Mr. Johnson began to wonder if he
really was welcome, but he kept cheerful and
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AND GIRLS
WELCCME

assured her that he did not want any fuss made.
* Why, of course we must make a fuss of you’, the
farmer’s wife insisted; but then she went on,
rather gloomily, * Now, if you had waited till next
week, it would have been quite different. We would
have given you a big welcome, for we have
planned to kill a pig then.’

Poor Mr. Johnson! He knew that really Mrs.
Ready was very fond of him, but it did seem that
his surprise visit was not the joyful one which he
had hoped for. He asked her where her husband
was, and was told that he was ploughing, down at
the other end of the farni, So off he went to see
how his other old friend would take this sudden
and unexpected visit. When he reached the field he
saw that the farmer was ploughing away in the
distance, so he was able to hide in a copse of trees
until the team had passed him and halted just
ahead for a rest. It was then that, very gquietly, Mr.
Johnson stepped up behind Mr. Ready and, put-
ting one hand on his shoulder, asked, * Well, how
are you?’ The farmer turned slowly round, a
warm smile on his face, and, without showing any
shock or surprise, grasped Mr. Johnson’s hand
and simply said, * Welcome, old friend ; I was just
thinking about you!’

The Bible tells that the Lord Jesus will one day
come suddenly back again, without letting any of
us know beforehand what will be the day or the
hour. How will we meet Him? Some people, like
Rover, will not want Him and will give Him no
welcome at all. Others, like the farmer’s wife, truly
love Him, but perhaps they will feel that He has
come at the wrong time, too soon or toe late, and
50 there will be something lacking in the welcome
which they will give Him,

T would like to be like Mr. Ready, to greet my
Lord with a glad smile of welcome—to tell Him
that ! am not at all surprised to see Him, for I had
just been thinking of Him. Would you not like to
do the same? This is what the verse means which
reads: “ And now, my little children, abide in
him ; that, if he shall he: manifested, we may have
boldness, and not be ashamed before him at his
coming " (1 John 2. 28).

H.F.
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Word of God does not say He is the Sanctifier, 1
do not mean to say that He is not-—He is, But the
point is that in this passage the Lord Jesus is not
spoken of as the One who sanctifies, but instead
you find that the Lord Jesus is made unio us
sanctification. He is my righteousness, my sancti-
fication. And then the third is just as amazing and
rernarkable. The Word of God does not say He is
my Redeemer, No, God his made Him to be our
redemption: ‘redemption’ instead of ‘Redeemer’.
Instead of saying He is the Person--the justifier,
the sanctifier, the redeemer—the Word of God
tells us that He is our righteousness. Remember
that word in the Old Testament: “ The Lord our
righteousness ™ (Jer, xxiii. 6, xxxiii. 16). The Lord
our sanctification. The Lord our redemption.
Things. What does all this mean?

Let us come down to more practical things to
find out the meaning of all this. Our conception is
that God is a great giver, God is the fountain of
everything. His chief gift to us is His Son, the
greatest of all. Heaven could not make a better gift
or a greater gift. That is the greatest gift that
Heaven could ever make to us, But there are many
things that we nesd. We need some things very
badly. We need grace, we need peace, we need
righteousness, we need patience, we need life, we
need meekness, we need joy, we need humility,
we need goodness, we need prayer, we need sancti-
fication, we need holiness. Therefore we are as
those desiring something from the Lord. We come
to the Lord and ask the Lord to give us holiness,
to give us patience, to give us meekness, to give us
life, to give us prayerfulness—to give us this and
to give us that, Our whole conception is that God
is going to give us something. My need is never
yours, it is quite different from yours, and your
need is quite different from somebody else’s.
Everyone has his own specific need before God.
So we come to God to ask Him to give us that
something of which we have need.

But that is not the way God works. The reason
why many prayers along this line are not answered
is because we seek those things as things. If you
seek righteousness, you will never have it. If you
seek Christ, you will have it. If you seek sanctifi-
cation, you will never get it, but if you seek Christ
you will get sanctification, If you seek the Person,
vou will get the thing. If you receive the Person,
you receive the experience. If you look for the
experience, you miss the experience. ¥ you seek
for something, it will never happen. If you have a
vital knowledge of the Lord, that something hap-
pens. Things as things have never been in the
economy of God, The things are in His Son, When
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we get into touch with the Person, we have the
thing,

Dear brethren, this is a most important principle
of our lives. You cannot have anything apart from
Christ. All the fulness of God dwelleth in Him,
so nothing is out of Him. All the things of God
are in Christ, That is the reason why, in the New
Testament, so much is said concerning things “ in
Christ ”. Redeemed in Christ, forgiven in Christ,
sanctified in Christ, If you look through the New
Testament you will find a whole list of things
which are in connection with Himself, Even when
Paul asked the Philippians to get together—* “If
there is . . . any comfort in Christ ”, any unity in
Christ, “any fellowship of the Spirit” "—they had
to get that in Christ (Phil. {i. 1, 2). All the things
are in Christ, You cannot have any thing as such.
You have to get in touch with the Lord, then you
will have the thing.

CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

1 should like to have said more along this line,
but I believe the Lord does not want us to go on
simply on a doctrinal ground and just receive it as
a teaching, We want to get down to practical
things, to things which are true in life, which can
be worked out. So we would like to look in a fuller
way at this verse which I have specified. You re-
member that verse in 1 Corinthians 1. 30; it is a
very precious one,

“ But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.”

Personally, 1 prefer the Revised Version:
“Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom
from God, both righteousness and sanctification
and redemption.” ‘ Christ, made unto us the wis-
dom of God, namely our righteousness, namely
(secondly) _our sanctification, and (thirdly) our
redemption.’

Christ has been made to be our righteousness.
Now we must find out just what that means. The
Person becomes the thing. That is the reason for
everything in the Word of God, And everything in
connection with our life is altogether spiritual—
otherwise of course you could never have a per-
son becoming a thing. We all know that, whenever
we come before God, the guestion of righteousness
arises, If you never go out to visit, you do not
give much thought to your coat. Whenever you
think of being the guest of somebody, attending a
function, immediately the question of clothing
comes up, When we are not coming near to God,
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grace being given us to make up our lack. It is the
Son of God in us. So it is not, * God helping me,
giving me strength, I will be holy’, but that the
Son of God, living in me and living through me, is
my sanctification. It is a wonderful day when we
discover that our life on earth has nothing to do
with things, even Divine things. Our life on earth
has only to do with the Son of God. When I have
Him, I have all the things. It is with Him I have to
do. Oh, it is a great day when I find out that the
secret is—Christ reproducing Himself through me.

Take the question of temptation. It is not that I
fight the temptation ; it is Christ who fights the
temptation. It is not that I try to resist—it is that
I trust in Him. Whatever lack we have, let us re-
member to trust the Lord for that. He will be that
in us. Whatever may be your lack, whatever may
be your ill, God’s remedy is His Son. We may
think that all our needs are different, but the ful-
ness of Christ answers them all,

CHRIST OUR REDEMPTION

Let me now say just n few words concerning re-
demption, Redemption in the Scriptnres has been
taken and looked upon as something of the past,
but the Scripture makes it quite clear that redemp-
tion is something of the future, In fact, the full
effect will only be manifested in the future: that
is, when our bodies are redeemed. We are still
waiting for the redemiption of the body (Rom. wviii.
23), which may mean translation if we are living,
resurrection if we are asleep. So here we have
something which is most beautiful. Christ lias been
made unto me to be my redemption,

I do not just mean redemption as such-—as a
state, or as a * finished work *—but redemption in
its effects—the redemption of the body. If we ask
oursclves, How can 1 be raised and how can I be
taken up?—here we have the answer. Christ is my
redemption. To make it more simple, it means that
it is Christ who is going to be taken up ; it is some-
thing that is of Christ that is going to be raised.

I will give you an illustration. I remember once
I was at the funeral of a brother, and I was stand-
ing opposite the grave. He had quite a number of
unbelieving relatives ; I think over a hundred had
pathered at the graveside. Just ten or twenty yards
away from where we were burying him there was
another grave, and another party doing the same

thing, and, after enquiry, I found they were not the
Lord’s. I took the chance to preach to the unbeliev-
ing relatives of our brother. I said, * Do you know
what we are doing with his body?” * We are bury-
ing him.” * Oh, no: they are burying someone over
there, We are not burying a man at all’, * What are
you doing, then? what are we here for?” *1 am
planting him’, 1 said; ‘I am not burying him.” And
I took out my Bible and found I Corinthians xv.
‘ Do you know the difference between burying and
planting? If you bury something you do not expect
it to come up. If you plant something, you will be
very disappotinted if nothing comes up. I plant him
because I know he is going to come up!’

What is there in me that is going to come up?
Christ. Everything of us will not come up in the
first resurrection. The whole world may live again
before the Great White Throne, but that is not
technically what we know to be resurrection. The
coming out from death, the shaking off of ail that is
of death, is Christ. Nothing in me will survive
death, even physically. What makes it possible that
I should be raised up in personal resurrection?
Christ, If you put a piece of paper in the ground,
there is nothing in it which will come up; but a
seed is a different thing —there is life. It is the Lord
of Life in me, that could not be holden of death
{Acts ii. 24), that is going to be raised. What is go-
ing to be taken up to glory? The Lord in me, He
comes from Heaven, so He camn go back to Heaven.
Nothing that was not out of Heaven could ever
get back there.

So then, what is my hope of redemption—of
rapture, resurrection? It is only the Lord. 1 have
nothing that will go through death. I have got
everything to go into corruption ; but whatever 1
have in Him, that is going to carry me through. He
is our redemption.

May God open our eyes to see that we cannot go
on just occupied with things. That is a worldly re-
ligion. It is something of human device, it is not of
God. If something that we are is going to be taken
through redemption into Heaven, that something
must be the Son of God. Oh, that we may know
Him! That is the reason why Paul could say : “ He
that spared not his own Son . . . how shall he not
also with him freely give us all things?” (Rom. viii.
32). When the Son is given, all things are given,
because all things are in Him, Since all things are
in Him, anyone who has the Son has all thi{lﬁ%si\l
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qualities have been truly established in the very
life and character, till they are just facis in the
life, The reaction is spontaneous when a thing is
really ‘ learnti’: like Peter and John at the gate of
the Temple, we can say, “ What I have, that give I
thee ” {Acts iii, 6), for we have in ourselves,
through Christ, the answer to the need aroun.

But true learning is not academic; its way is
here spoken of as suffering, and so it is, It is the
suffering of letting go our own preferences and
personal interests ; of accepting the circumstances
and ordering of our life, whether at the hands of
men or through trials of many kinds, without re-
sentment, argument or criticism. Do things or
people rouse in us a reaction of that kind? The fact
is that every test rouses the 1ebellious, disobad-
ient element in our nature. We Jearn obedience by
taking sides with the Lord against ourselves, by
accepting His will and ordering, and gladly trust-
ing Him with the issues and the way through. This
is the secret the Lord learnt, as man, and we too
are called this way, so that we may increasingly
be able to say, in all humility, “ 1 Aave learnt !
In Psalm cxix. 67 we read: “ Before I was af-
flicted I went astray ; but now I observe (or * have
kept ) thy word.” Again, in v. 711 “ It is good for
me that I have been afflicted ; that I might learn
thy statutes.” So the first great lesson, and the
most important quality in our character, is that of
‘ obedience —a spirit no longer self-willed, resent-
ful or complaining, but subdued ih all things to the
perfect ordering and permitting of the Lord.

Paul tells us, in the passage that we quoted at
the beginning, of other, but related, lessons he has
learnt, which are also for us to know. He knew
how to be content in whatsoever state he found
himself. He knew how to be humiliated or to be
in need of necessities, and yet perfectly at rest. He
knew—an even more difficult thing—how to have
all he needed and abundant blessings, and still to
take it quietly from the Lord, and not be unduly
elated or taken up with the good things, All this
he learnt through suffering, but the point is that he
learned. So often we suffer and survive, but have
learnt nothing. We have not gained the value and
the lesson intended by the suffering. This is a tragic
thing, for great values are lost and infinite possi-
bilities wasted. There is no need for any experience
to be wasted if our hearts are set on learning.
Moreover, let us remember that obedience or sub-
mission is not a weak thing but something strong.
It is not a moral collapse but a moral choice.
could resist, but I choose to yield and to accept.
This is true obedience and is a constant inward
challenge and opportunity.

70

It is well to remember at this point that the
deepest and truest spiritual qualities are not learnt
or established in us by our happy or enjoyable
times, but in the difficult ones! There is nothing
wrong in times of great joy and spiritual blessing ;
in fact we long for more of them, and look back
perhaps to some days of much blessing in our-
selves or in the work of the Lord ; but in the secur-
ing of Christ in greater measure in our lives, we
find that it is by the things which we suffer that we
learn most. So let us give thanks for the joyful
days, and learn all that the Lord intends by the
days of waiting and difficulty,

USEFULNESS THE FRUIT OF LESSONS
LEARNED

Baut not only ought we to have learnt our lessons,
but this leads to0 the challenging and yet en-
couraging fact that we ought to be teachers! We
ought all to be those who, out of real experience
of the Lord, and of His Word, have something
vital to give to others; no longer being ‘spoon-fed’
or needing milk ourselves, but being real living
witnesses and helpers of others., Has something
gone wrong? It evidently had with those addressed
in the passage we read, for their very spiritual
faculties had become dulled. They were so accus-
tomed to hearing about spiritual things, and yet
they now really heard little or nothing, for, as we
sec further on, they had never entered into the
experience through obedience of things already
heard. They used 1o hear, years ago, but now they
have become familiarised with it all and nothing
really goes home or registers in their hearts. They
have no true spiritual usefulness ; they caimot help
others and teach them the way of the Lord, for
they have never learned the lessons themselves.
This is a solemn challenge, and we need to heed it
—every one of us—for it is a message to every
child of God.

What, then, is the remedy if we have lost ground,
lost sensitiveness to the Lord, lost or never had the
capacity to help others? Here it is, and here is the
way of tecovery, if there has been failure, and the
way of increase if already we afe on the way.

THE FIRST SECRET—TAKING HIS YOKE

Before we shall be true learners, having the
spiritual Iessons trily established in our lives and
our characters, there must be an initjal coming to
the Lord for a fundamental committal to Him—
not now for salvation, for that, surely, is in the
previous verse—but to yield utterly to His control
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by a deliberate choice. To take, or * take up ’ (lit.),
His yoke is to decide, and to tell Him that now it is
His will and way we want, not our own, We realise
what a lot of self-will and opinion and sirength
there is in our nature, but we now choose 10 know
and learn His will, and His nature,

That is all, if we really mean it! After that
choice is settled with Him, He says: “and learn
of Me ”, Our education in His hands will follow,
and it will be Iearning Christ, His meekness and
lowliness of heart, through the varying experiences
of the way,

THE NECESSITY OF SPIRITUAL
EXERCISE

This leads to our part and responsibility in the
outworking of this life of learning or discipleship.
The word here (Heb, v. 14) is used of the sirict
training of an athlete in preparation for a contest
or a race, and it implies that we too must give our-
selves wholly to the exercising of our spiritual
faculties. There is no place for carelessness or un-
watchfulness, but for deep concern to see the Lord

MAY — JUNE. 1956.

more fully, to hear His voice and be sensitive to
His will, to discern {or scent) what is of Him and
what is not ; and so, with every other capacity, to
be wholly given to our privilege of knowing and
obeying Him.

If then, for a thousand possible reasons and ex-
cuses, we have become ‘ dull ’, and perhaps almost
given up hoping for anything vital in lives, now is
the time to get again into the full way of sensitive-
ness to Him. Then soon we shall be true teachers
and helpers of others, in the very things which we
have learnt in experience and which He has estab-
lished in our own lives.

In closing let us ask ocurselves: ® What have 1
really learnt of the Lord ; what lessons of obed-
ience, patience, contentment, humility?’ Perhaps
we feel—Very little! But He says to us afresh to-
day, *“ Learn of Me”, and as we respond, our
testimony will surely be one of praise and thanks-
giving, and we shall say, “ Who teacheth like
Him?” May the Lord grant this, and make us His
true learners, and in our measure increasingly
helpers of others in this day of great need and
opportunity,

C.I.B.H.
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of the Lord’s people who desire
to come for the value of the spiritual ministry of
the Centre,

It is available for this purpose throughout the
year. : .
The limited amount of accommodation makes
.. prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

make application to Mr, or Mrs. A. G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Oak Road, London, 5.E.23, Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609. .

Those who are interested at any time should
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EDITORIAL

“ These things saith the Amen " (Rev_iii. 14).

THE last message to the Church is from the One who selects for Himself from His many titles and
designations the one that embodies everything that is affirmative, positive, and definite.

“ Amen ” is not only an ejaculation or form of assent, it is a Divine title, and in the title there is
—as always—a character, a definition. In Isaiah lxv. 16, * the God of truth ™ is literally * the God
of Amen ”, When Jesus so often said, “ Verily, verily ”, He used this very word, “ Amen, Amen ”,
thus conveying the meaning that what He was and said was of the character of absolute certainty,
perfect assurance, and unmistakable positiveness.

Eventually He gathered all into the personal title--“the Amen ™, This, alongside of its defini-
tion, “ the faithful and frue witness ”, gives a forceful significance to the message of the context.
and becomes the message itself. It stands in vivid contrast to the conditions existing.

Although not universally, yet quite widely, the interpretation of the messages to the seven
churches is thought to be historical and future: that is, that they not only relate to the first Christ-
ian century, but cover the whole Church dispensation and represent phases and stages of the spirit-
ual life of the Church at certain given times. Thus, such an interpretation gives to “ Laodicea ™ an
end-time application and describes the condition which will obtain at that time. It is not necessary
to accept that interpretation, for whether it be right or not so, the message holds a test and a
challenge for all time, 1t is important to get the whole significance of this challenge, for undoubted-
ly it indicates an ever-present tendency.

. THE LORD'S REACTION TO A REACTIONARY MOVEMENT

To fully grasp the meaning of the message to “ Laodicea ”, we have to go back some years, There
are two factors to bring forward,

(@) It is generally recognised and known that the two great letters of Paul called “to the Ephesi-
ans” and “ to the Colossians ” did not have such designations attached to them, but that they were
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circular letiers for the Churches in Asia (see, e.g., Col. iv. 16). If this was the case, as we believe it
to have been, then these were the greatest documents ever penned ; and the greatest revelation ever
given by God, as contained in those two letters. was given to these seven churches in Asia. That, at
least, signified spiritual capacity and aliveness on their part, for the Lord does not give His fullest

and best where there is little capacity, life or sptntuahty They must have been tuned to this great
heavenly key.

(b) The second thing is that terrible statement of Paul at the end of his life concerning these
churches: * All that are in Asia turned away from me ” (IL Tim, i, 15). This is generally held to 1nean
a doctrinal turning away ; an adverse reaction to Paul and his teaching ; and it is surely borne out
by the things said to at least five of the seven churches, and by Paul’s letters to Tlmothy, who had
responsibility in Ephesus.

If this was true, then the messages, and the message to Laodicea in particular, represent the Lord’s
reaction to that reactionary movement, It is as though the Lord said (and here is the message for all
time): ‘I have given you a full revelation of My mind concerning Myself and the Church ; you have
that immense deposit, but you have turned from it. Yon may turn from the messenger, but you can-
not get away either from the message or from the One who sent it. ‘ These things saith (not Paul—
but) * the Amen, the faithful and true witness "—the unalterable, unchanging, invincible One.’

The Church is responsible for what the Lord has given it, and will be judged accordingly.
II. THE INCLUSIVE CHARGE
“ Neither hot nor cold”’

How necessary it is for us rightly to appraise what this means, Surely the things of which Laodi-
cea boasted did not come to them without some zeal or energetic activity on their part! These things
do not just tumbie into the lap without thought and concern. May there not have been many things
there that to-day would be regarded as the marks of a vigorous, energetic, active and *living’
church?—--indeed, a very prosperous church?

‘It depends upon the viewpoint and the standard that governs- ~whether the world’s or thc heaven-
ly Lord’s!

Here is a state which, from one standpoint, is defined as “ rich, and in need of nothing ”. From the
Lord's viewpoint it is judged to be spiritnal mediocrity, and the very boast contains the constituents
of ‘that spiritual mediocrity. Spiritual contentment and complacency, the absence of a deep and
strong sense of need and desire for what has never yet been attained, are such constituents, and the
symptoms of spiritual invalidism,

The Lord said: “ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst . . . (Matthew v, 6).
Paul said: ° [ have not yet atiained, but this one thing I do—1 press on . . " (Phil. iii. 12 - 14),

Is it not possible to be very active, energetic, and zealous in good works, and vet be terribly defici-
ent in spirituality?

Just look again at those two great letters of Paul, What wealth, what fulness, what power, what
life, what light! This is the I.ord’s standard. Is the Church-—or any church-—living in the good of
this? We must retura to that presently.

But that is not all, nor the worst about ™ Laodicea ™.

“ Thou knowest not . . ”
“ Wretched "—" Miserable "— “ Poor '—*“ Blind "—" Naked ™

Can all these be true at one time and of one object, and yet—and yet—" know it not’? Tt could
hardly be true in the natural, but here is something worse than natural.

What is this constituent of spiritual mediocrity? Tt is spiritual insensitiveness.
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So we find ourselves in a time when the battle
is jomed, on a scale beyond anything known be-
fore, between a frue, spiritual, heavenly expression
of ‘God’s House’, and the anti-God forces. No,
not between the evil powers and formal and life-
less Christianity, but between them and any vital
representation in corporate form of God in Christ
as here by the Holy Spirit. The more vital, the
more intense the conflict! Truly spiritual and de-
voted people of God, who are more concerned for
Christ than for * Christian’ things, are feeling the
pressute from that dark and vicious realm in a way
that sometimes nears the overwhelming point. God
is present /n them and in the midst of them, and
from Satan’s point of view they are a menace and
must be °‘liquidated’. This intensive pressure
points to a nearing advent of Christ, when His
presence will bring the other presence to a climax.
“ The devil is gone down . . . having great wrath,
know;ng that he hath but a short time ™ (Rev.
xii. 12),

II. THIS IS THE ULTIMATE CRITERION
OF CHRISTIANITY

There is a ‘ judgment beginning at the house of
God '’ to which the Bible brings us in the first part
of its fina] book, The climax of the sevenfold in-
terrogation, examination and judgment of chapters
1 — iit finds Christ outside of the door of a Christian
church (iii. 20). The verdict passed and the ad-
monition given shows that the ultimate criterion is
whether God is found within.

To put that in other words: It is not our ortho-
doxy, ‘ soundness ’ of doctrine, correctness of pro-
cedure, many °‘good works’, zeal, °success’,
feputation, etc., that is the final criterion and
justification (so say all of these messages), but
whether the Lord 1s met with in us and in our
midst. The Lord never commits Himself to that
which is not according to His mind. If He is truly
present and can be sensed by open-hearted and
pure-spirited seckers after Him, then that is the
argument for things being, at least in measure, not
contrary to but according to His heart. The Lord
Himself is the ‘ First and the Last’, the test of
everything. The final question is: ‘Do I meet the
Lord in that man or woman, in that company and
place?’

Many other things are made the basis of judg-
ment by so many, but this is Gods test—

JULY —AUGUST, 1956

*“Jehovah-Shammah " The Lord is there”. This
does not mean that there is never any room for
a larger measure of His presence, The measure will
always be determined by suitability to that pre-
sence, ‘ To fifl all things” is the determined end
made known as God’s purpose.

This leads us to—

IFH. THE MEANING OF THE LIFE OF

BELIEVERS, INDIVIDUAL

AND CORPORATE

It is sometimes a good thing to stand back from
all that comes into our lives as believers, both per-
sonally and collectively, and ask some fundament-
al questions, ‘ Why, really, are we here? Why am I
a Christian? What did God mean when He
brought Christ into my life? Above and beyond
all the details of life and work-—-the trials, suffer-
ings, perplexities ; the hopes, blessings, and activi-
ties—1s there one thing that, in God’s thought,
governs all?’

Yes, thére is! It is that there may be written on
the life initially, to become progressively clearer
and more luminous: *“ Jehovah-Shammah "—
“The Lord is there ™. This is a statement of fact
supported by the whole Bible. This is a test of
everything and the standard of all values and
judgment. This is the explanation of all discipline
and suffering.

The same is true of the collective aspect. The
‘meetings’, ‘congregations’, ‘services’, ‘churches’,
etc., are to God’s pleasure and satisfaction just
and only—in the measure in which it is positively
true that the Lord is there, and is met there. Not
artificial and formal ways and means of making
an impression of solemnity and reverence; not
mysticism and artistry ; not soulish emotions, either
sober or ecstatic; but the sin-challenging, life- and
light-giving, heart-satisfying and soul-saving pre-
sence of God., The verdict musi be—not this or
that about any feature, but—° We have been in the
presence of the Lord: the Lord was there; we
have met the Lord!”

May the Lord keep us alive in all things to this
ultimate criterion. May we ever be exercised that
when people meet us they shall meet the Lord, and
that when they gather with us the predominant
and abiding impression may be—

“THE LORD IS THERE"
T. A-S.
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stand : yet their stand, though in preat personal
weakness, overthrew the power of Satan and main-
tained the rights of the Lord in the whole empire.
It was indeed a battle, The fate of those who were
burned by the intense heat shows that dis was no
imaginary fire. just as the destruction of Daniel’s
accusers in the lions’ den proved that the lions were
both fierce and hungry, For us, too, there is a real
price to be paid if we are to stand firmly in the
Lord’s Name and not just be swept along with the
crowd.

They not only fought for the Lord’s honour, they
also fought for the rest of His people. We have
already pointed out that these three were exposed
to attack because of their prominent position. They
were the first, but they would not have been the
last. If they had yielded (or indeed if they had per-
ished in the flames), no doubt many of the lesser
saints would have been hunted down and threat-
ened in the same way. They delivered the rest by
their faith, They stood, they survived, they re-
joiced and reigned, even in the midst of the fires.
This was true ascendency. They  yielded their
bodies , but they also “ changed the king’s word ™
{Daniel 1i. 28). And after all, what is the good of
our talking glibly of a coming kingdom in which
the saints shall reign, if we are not proving the
Lord now, and reigning spiritually even where we
are? It is those who have truly prayed : “ Hallowed
be thy name ”, who alone have the right to pray :
“Thy kingdom come .

It is impossible to think of these things without
remembering brothers and sisters in the Far East
who are at this very time face to face with the same
issue, and, even as we remember, lifting up our
hearts for them in prayer, that they may so tri-
umph by faith that they, too, may walk with the
Son of God, even in the fires, and have an honoured
place with Him in His kingdom,

4. A BATTLE FOR THE LORD'S PURPOSE

As we turn to Daniel’s conflict as described in
chapter vi, we should note that, chronologically,
this chapter follows the prayer of chapter ix. The
two chapters seem to set forth two aspects of the
same- great battle, the battle for the realisation of
the purposes of God. This battle differs from the
other three in that it was not forced on Daniel, or
at least only partially so. If he had not prayed
through to assurance about Jerusalem’s recovery
he would have had no need to have his windows
open toward Jerusalem. And if he had been content
to walk quietly with the Lord, praying in secret,
watching his own personal spiritual interests, and
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abandoning—at least for the time—this concentra-
tion on Divine purposes, he need never have been
thrown to the lions, The kind of prayer Daniel
prayed in chapter ix is the kind that roused Hell
—-it always does; but the kind of vision which
came to him from that prayer inspired him to go
on without wavering,

The rematkable thing is not the fact that he
prayed, but the nature of his prayer. He was so
mastered by the vision that he forgot himself, even
in prayer. Though he knew of the danger, not only
did he still leave the windows open but * prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he did afore-
time ., Satan could not even divert his prayers, so
that he should pray for his own safety. Ignoring
all the decrees and threats of men and devils, he
kept pressing the great issue of the kingdom in his
prayers and praises. ** The righteous shall hold on
his way.” It is most cheering to find that the Lord
was not deprived of a single one of the ° open-
window * prayers. Daniel made a habit of so pray-
ing three times a day. After the accusation the king
“ Jaboured till the going down of the sun to rescue
him ”. So Daniel was cast into the den after sun-
down. The king had such a bad night that he
* arose very early in the morning, and went in
haste unto the den of lions 7, and immediately had
Daniel released. We may be sure that Daniel went
straight back 1o his prayer chamber, and as the new
day dawned was able 1o take up his prayer minis-
try just where he left it off. He was not so fresh as
usual—for, after all, he had spent the night in the
lions’ den!—but the prayer had not been hindered,
and there muast have been a new note in the giving
of thanks. What a battle! And what a victory!

We should take special note of the difference be-
tween Daniel and the majority of the Jews in
Babylon, It was not that they had no faith or did
not pray. Not that at all. But they were accepting
things as they found them, accommodating them-
selves to the unhappy present order. In a vague sort
of way they may have been hoping for a better day,
but there was nothing practical about their hope.
The Lord’s testimony among His people was not
as it ought to be, not as it used to be, but they felt
that they had to do their best to hold things togeth-
er in their present poor state, accepting all the con-
tradictions and limitations because they could do
nothing about it. That is surely not an uafair state-
ment of the position held by many Christians to-
day. Is there any other position? In all humility
we say that there is. And Daniel seems to illustrate
it for us,

He could not do anything about recovery or re-
storation, any more than others. Only God could
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that Paul threw away ground covered by Peter ;
but the point is: Paul went further. What God en-
trusted to Paul was to build the Church: to
bring Christ to His people, and to bring His people
to comprehend what the Lord has for them, what
is His mind concerning them, He was shown, he
had seen, that heavenly reality, and he was a man
trying to build the gathered-in people according to
that.

Let me illustrate, You remember the vision that
was granted to Peter before he started out to go
to the Gentiles in Czsarca. He saw a sheet coming
down from Heaven wiii: all manner of beasts and
animals, That is Peter, Peter’s ministry is a mtinis-
try with a sheet—or a net—putting something of
everythmg into it. Tt is God-ordained ; something
coming out of Heaven, His ministry was to bring
as many as possible to the Lord.

But our brother Paul is diffetent. He is not a man
holding a sheet. He is a tent-maker. A sheet in
Peter’s hand becomes a tent in Paul’s hand. A sheet
is something not formed into anything, not buiit
into anything. But here you have Paul coming
along, a tent-maker, a builder of the House of
God. I do not mean to say he could do it in his
own strength, Under the sovereignty and through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit, Paul is the builder
of the House of God. Something takes definite
form. It is not a question merely of so many souls
saved. Paul never experienced anything like three
thonsand, That is Peter. The mmistry of Paul is
to build them together according to that heavenly
vision which God has given him. God does not
want His people merely to become converts, * go-
ing to church ’, sitting and hearing good sermons,
and saying, ‘1 am a good Christian’. He is not
even greatly interested in special experiences, such
as “second Dblessing’, ‘sanctification’, *deliver-
ance’, or whatever name you may use, There is
something else in the mind of God, and that is a
New Man from Heaven: Christ as the Head, the
Church as His Body—Christ and the Church to
make up the Christ.

It is good to look through the Scriptures to find
the Christ, How blessed it is that in the mind of
God it is not only the question of Jesus Christ,
Many times it is Jesus the Christ, and not only
Jesus the Christ—many times it is simply the
Christ. You will find that it is not only the ques-
tion of a personal Son of God, but that God is
~ bringing in many sons, not merely as individual
sons, but many sons as one together in the Son. He
is gathering a people, forming the whole people of
God, making one unit before God ; all the people
of God forming into one Man, and that Man ex-
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pressing the heavenliness and the life and the glory
of the Son of God.

That is what God is after, and Paul is the man
used by God to be the steward of that ministry, to
bring that in to His people. We do not in any way
discredit Peter, But what we want to see is this.
Paul is the complement, or the supplement, of
Peter, Paul goes beyond Peter, but not to the des-
truction or discredit of Peter. Even brother Peter
recognised that Paul had gone beyond him. It is
very good to read the last passage of his last epistle
referring to the writings of Paul and classing them
with the other Scriptures. It needs grace to do that.
He had to come to a place where he saw that the
teaching of Paul was complementary and sup-
plementary to his,

Paul went further. He was a builder., He himself
said he was a * masterbuilder ” (I Cor. iii. 10). He
laid the foundation—the foundation of Jesus Christ
—and then he built on that. ‘ If you build on any
other foundation ’, he said, ‘ you are counted out.
You must build on the foundation of Jesus Christ.
But it all depends 2ow you build, and the question
of how you build is with whar you build.” Paul tried
io show uas what the Lord is :after. Through his
ministry, he showed how the people of God should
be built and knit together to reveal the Son of God,
to reveal the Christ of God.

But then difficulties came in. In his letter to the
Philippians, as the apostolic age was drawing to its
close, he tells us why, “ All seek their own, not
the things of Jesus Christ ™ (Phil. ii. 21). Writing
to Timothy, he says that all they of Asia have
turned away from him, Who are these people of
Asia? They are the churches, seven churches, and
the Lord took them as representative churches of
all the ages (Rev. i. 11}—so ali the churches on
earth had departed, Then he said that during his
defence no one was standing with him, he was all
alene ; and yet he could look up and say, “ The
Lord stood by me ”. There was a great departure
at the end of the apostolic age.

JOHN

After Paul had gone, the Lord brought in an-
other vessel. He brought in John. Now, the minis-
try of John is quite different from the ministry of
Peter. John was never given the ministry of start-
ing something, The Lord did not use him that way.
John was not given the stewardship of the mystery
of the Church. That is not what he was trying to
bring to the people of God. John has nothing be-
yond Paul, In Paul’s ministry, the things of God
reach a climax, an absolute, and you cannot im-
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prove on that, If something is complete you can
never improve on it. The ministry of Paul is the
full thought of God in regard to His own counsels
formed before the foundation of the world. In the
eternity past, God had a counsel, a plan, something
in His mind to bring about. Bit by bit, age after
age, He sought to bring in something, and in this
special age He disclosed His thought—that which
was in His mind in eternity past as to what He
purposed to do. That was the special mimstry of
Paul. Paul was given something from the eternities,
from the very heart of God. To improve on that
ministry of Paul, then, you have to mmprove on
God, and that is not possible. That is absolute.

Then why bring in a John after a Paul? What
was the need for the ministry of John? Because at
the end of the apostolic age the enemy came in, and
the people of God departed from the ways of God
and failed. Even with the Ephesidin vision, the
people failed. The church in Ephesus is the great-
est failure. If you compare the first epistle to the
Ephesians with the second epistle to the Ephesians
(Rev. ii. 1 - 7T), you will see what a difference there
is. Those two epistles show you where they are.
Something has happened., Now John came in—for
what? Not to lead further, but to restore. You will
find that, throughout the New Testament, the min-
istry of John is always restorative. He does not
say anything new, he does not bring up anything
further, but he always tries to bring back to some-
thing lost,

That is exactly what John was doing when he
was called. Peter was called when he was casting a
net into the sea; Paul was called when he was a
tent-maker ; but John was called quite differently.
He was a fisherman, just like Peter, but was not
called when casting a net into the sea. He was
called when he was on the shore and mending his
net. When you mend, you try to bring something
back to the original. Something has happened,
something has been spoilt, and you try to restore
it to its original condition. And that is the special
minisiry of John. He is always trying to bring us
back to the original.

JOHN'S WRITINGS

You know, John’s Gospel is the last of the four
Gospels. His Epistles are the last of the Epistles,
and his Revelation is the last book in the whole
Book of God. All his writings are the last. So in
John’s Gospel you find everything is different. He
touches almost nothing as to the work of the Lord,
as in Mark’s Gospel. He touches nothing as to the
commandments of the Lord, as in the sermon on

the mount in Matthew. He is not interested in what
you should do if people take away your coat ; he
is not interested in whether you should go one or
two miles. That is not the point. His burden is the

life of the eternities: ° If you go back to that’, he

says, * everything will be all right.” He is quite dif-
ferent from Luke, He does not mind as to outward
things ; he 15 not concerned with genealogies. His
whole burden is this. * Everything here now is bro-
ken—get back to that life. If you get back to that,
Peter will be preserved and Paul will be pre-
served.” He has nothing new to offer. He does not
take us further, for the farthest point has already
been touched by God. His revelation is to bring
people back.

If you read through the Gospel of John, you
cannot but be impressed with the fact that the first
chapter is the key to all the chapters following.
You find in the first chapter you have grace and
truth, the two lines coming from Christ, *“ The law
was given by Moses; grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ ” (i. 17). Throughout the Gospel you
find the question of truth on the one hand, and the
question of grace on the other hand, Truth will
always make demands, and grace will always be
there to supply. In the incident recorded in chap-
ter viil, concerning the woman, you find truth was
there, The Lord did not say, ‘ You have not
sinned ’, The Lord did not tell the Jews it was all
right.—that He did not mind. No, the Lord said :
“ He that is without sin among you, let him first
cast a stone at her.” (viii. 7). The truth was there.
* She has sinned and she ought to be judged, but
let him who has not sinned cast the first stone.’
The truth was there, but grace was also there.
When all had gone out, the Lord said: “ Neither
do I condemn thee . Throughout the Gospel of
John, you will find truth and grace meeting every
time.

When you come to the epistles of John, you find
something different. You never hear anything about
grace, about truth as truth. No, it is written at a
later date. A further recovery is necessary. You
find everything refers back. “ God is light ™ (I
Johu i. 5). “ God is love " (I John iv. §), What has
been fruth in the Gospel becomes flight in the
epistle, What has been grace in the Gospel becomes
love in the epistle. Why? That which is light in
God, when translated to men becomes truth. That
which is love in God, when it comes out to men
becomes grace. Love goes back to God. but grace
stays here, Everything that is in God is light and

‘love, but coming out to men it becomes truth and

B6

grace: so even grace can be misused, truth can be
mishandled. But God is light and God 1s love, and
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thy to suffer dishonour for the Name ™ (Acts 5.
41). Stephen was like that, too, for his persecutors
* saw his face as it had been the face of an angel ”
(Acts 6. 15). In those ecarly days the Christians
were wonderful light-bearers, showing the way of
life to all around them. Trouble often came to
them, but by the grace of God it only made them
shine all the brighter.

JULY —AUGUST, 1956

When Jack told his mother about the lessons he
had learned from the cats’ eyes, they looked for a
text which would suit the subject. The best one
which they could find was Romans 8. 37: * Nay,
in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us.” | wonder if you can
find a better?

H.F.

IT is essential to the right consideration of this
subject (that is, the Church) that the magnificence
of the New Testament concept of the Church be
apprehended, In the Episties to the Ephesians and
to the Colossians the view of the Church which is
Christ’s Body is set forth. It is there seen as the
ideal, invisible, indivisible, inviolable company of
the redeemed of the present age. None but the truly
regenerate have part therein ; none, save the elect,
partake of its blessedness, Failure and defection
are unknown to it, Into it the pretender and the
hypocrite cannot come, Breach or division it can-
not know. Its unity is unbreakable ; its calling and
glory heavenly ; its relationship to Christ holy and
intimate ; and its destiny bound up in Him im
splendour inconceivable, Through the centuries of
our era, each marching gemeration but brings a
contribution to it. While historically its members
are being talled, one by one, and incorporated in-
to it, in its completeness and glory it is ever before
the eye of God. Indeed, it has been in His heart
from before all times. From their heavenly vantage
points the angelic orders observe it, and are im-
pressed and enlightened concerning the manifold
wisdom of its Divine architect. Through the swift
ebbing years of this age Christ Himself is its
builder, adding stone to stone to this temple ex-
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ceeding magnifical, Himself the while abiding that
day when at last, complete, sanctified, beautiful,
spotless and radiant with heavenly glory, it shall
be presented to Himself and taken into the full
enjoyment of an eternal association of blessed-
ness, the features of which are at present
undisclosed.

SLELECTED

x * * * * *

All through the Christian age a minority of be-
lievers has endeavoured to carry out in corporate
life these scriptural principles [i.e. of the Body of
Christ]. The bitterest and most implacable oppo-
sition has come to them, not from the world, but
from organized Christendom, that is, the system
that men call the Church, By this powerful or-
ganization they have been in turn oppressed, mis-
represented, persecuted, reviled, ridiculed, and
ignored, But their persistence from century to cen-
tury has supplied the proof of the practicability
of these principles and of such a Church being in
the will of God.

SELECTED
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suffered! The work was held up for more than a
decade by reason of this opposition and adversity
all around. But the point is that the Temple was
built and finished and dedicated, and this Psalm
was sung at the Passover which followed the ded:-
cation, It says: ‘ Let men do their worst, let them
oppress from every side, let them oppose as they
will, The thing is done: the Lord has done it in
spite of everything, and we are out.’

FROM LIMITATION TO ENLARGEMENT

S0 “the Lord answered me and set me in a
large place ” (v, 5). From death to life, from bond-
age to liberty, from linlitation to emlargement—
into a “large place "—and this represented a very
great thing on the Lord’s part, Consider all that
the Lord had to cope with—though of course it is
putting it in a wrong way to say the Lord ever has
to ‘ cope with ' anything, for He is so supremely
superior to every situation. Yet what was against
His people was no small thing. To bring them out
into this enlargement meant the overcoming of tre-
mendous difficulties, “ The Lord answered me and
set me in a large place.” We are reminded of an-
other word, so familiar to us: “ Thou broughtest
us into the net . . . Thou didst cause men to ride
over our heads. We went through fire and through
water ; but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy
place ™ (Ps. Ixvi. 11, 12). It is a Psalm of triumph
over limitation, bringing into enlargement.

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS OVER HIS
PEOPLE’S UNFAITHFULNESS

The versiop from which 1 have quoted uses the
word ‘ lovingkindness *. The version which is per-
haps more familiar has the word ‘ mercy '—* His
mercy endureth for ever . 1 think there is a note
about °‘lovingkindness '—God’s lovingkindness—
that touches the heart, when you think of the fail-
ure and the unfaithfulness of His own people.
What a story it is all the way along, right through
the lives of the major and the minor prophets, It
would seem that if ever the mercy of God, the
lovingkindness of God, could have been exhausted,
it would have been so with these people, so terrible
were their reactions 1o the mercy of God. How far
they went against the Lord! But here in the end—
and with Nehemiah we are in the last book of the
Old Testament in historical order, we are ar the
end of a dispensation—the great note is: “His
lovingkindness endureth for ever”. When they
used that language, these people knew what they
were talking about. It was not just poetry  or
sentiment,

JULY —AUGUST, 1956

it is, therefore, a Psalm of tremendous consola-
tion. We know our weakness, we know our un-
faithfulness, we know how we have failed and do
fail. The end of the story is-—* His lovingkindness
endureth for ever . You see, this is the experience
—and, out of the experience, the testimony—of a
people who have proved the Lord to be faithful
over against their own failure and unfaithfulness,
and over against all that men could do against
them. It is a Psalm worth having. No wondet
Luther said, * That is my Psalm!’

SUNG BY THE LORD BEFORE
GETHSEMANE

But there is something even more than that. The
second thing about this Psalm is that it is be-
lieved to have been the Psalm sung by the Lord
Himself and by His disciples on the Passover
night. Before I knew this, I used to say, ‘1 wish [
knew what it was they sang when it says that
after the supper, “ when they had sung a hymn,
they went out” {(Matt, xxvi, 30). I have discov-
ered that, on very good grounds, it is strongly be-
lieved that this was the Psalm that they sang. The
Lord Jesus actually sang this Psalm! And His
disciples sang it with Him—I wonder if they really
knew what they were singing? Let us look at it

There is no doubt that this Psalm is very largely,
if not altogether, related to the Lord Jesus, because
it is quoted in immediate connection with Him in
several places in the New Testament. For instance :
“ Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the
Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of
the Lord ™ (v, 26). But the title of the Psalm, the
‘ Passover Hosanna Psalm’, is not based upon that
incident of the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem, when
they cut dowa palm branches and went before Him
singing out of this Psalm: “ Hosanna to the Son
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord ”, but upon other grounds, And then
you know that on several occasions in the New
Testament the words are quoted: “ The stone
which the bhuilders rejected is become the head of
the corner ” (v. 22). The Lord Jesus used them con-
cerning Himself (Matt. xxi. 42), and Peter used
them concerning Christ (I Pet_ ii. 7). So thisis in a
large sense what is called a * Messiunic’ Psalm. 1t
is related to the Lord Jesus.

THE TRIUMPH . OF FAITH
Now, if the Lord did sing this Psalm on that

dark night of the Passover and betrayal, what a
triumph of faith it was! “ I shall not die, but live,
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and declare the works of the Lord ™ (v. 17). Going
straightway to Gethsemane, the trial and the Cross
-—“T shall not die, but live . In faith He has leapt
the garden, He has leapt the trial, He has leapt
the Cross, right over into the resurrection, “ 1 shall
not die, but live.” What a triumph of faith through
adversity; through suffering! But olt, what a mean-
ing this gives to Gethsemane. Look at the Pass-
over. “ This is my body, which is for you ” (1 Cor.
xi. 24). “ This is my bloed . . ., which is shed for
many unto remission of sins™ (Malt. xxvi. 28),
And they sang a hymn ; and after the hymn, the
next thing—Gethsemane, Look—* Bind the sacri-
fice with cords. even unto the horng of the altar ™
(v. 27). What was Gethsemane? They bound Him
and led Him away from the garden, but His in-
terpretation of that binding was of “ a sacrifice . . .
even unto the horns of the altar ™ ; not tied to the
horns of the altar, but bound with a view to being
fed toward the altar, That is the meaning here :
* Bind and lead to the altar.

This puts a new light upon Gethsemane, upon
the bonds, the captivity, does it not? This is not
man’s prevailing, this is not man overcoming, this
is not man’s triumph, This is the Lamb of God
allowing Himself to be led to the altar. For that is
the next thing after the singing. He has sung:
“ Bind the sacrifice . . . even unto the horns of the
altar ™ ; and forthwith He goes. He gocs to Geth-
semane, then to the betrayal, then to the judgment
hall, and then to the Cross. There is the Divine
side of all that, but here you see faith taking hold
of this human side, as men regard and interpret
it, and turning it into the redemnption of the world.

THE LORD’S ENLARGEMENT THROUGH
THE CROSS

In verse 5 again—* Out of my distress | called
upon the Lord: the Lord answered me and set me
in a large place.” Are these words of the Lord
Jesus? Yes: out of His distress He cried: “ O my
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away
from me”, “ And being in an agony he prayed
more earnestly . . .7 “Father, if this cannot
pass away, except I drink it, thy will be done”
(Matt, xxvi. 39, 42; Luke xxii, 44). * Out of my
distress 1 cried , . .”; and, although it does not
seem lhat the Lord answered and delivered, an
Apostle says that He was heard (Heb. v. 7). And
how was He heard? Have we the proof that He
was heard and answered? “ The Lord answered
me and set me in a large place.” A large place?
Yes, a very large place He is in. How enlarged
was our Lord through His Cross! “ How am 1
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straitened *, He said—" how am [ straitened tifl
it be accomplished!” {Luke xii. 50). This was en-
largement through suffering: His passion meant
enlargement, release from limitation. But it is the
voice of faith. As He goes to the Cross, faith goes
beyond the Cross and claims the answer of life,
not death ; enlargement, not limitation. We could
dwell quite a long time upon the enlargement that
has come to the Lord Jesus through suffering by
faith, and this we hope to do in later messages,

LIFE, LIBERTY AND ENLARGEMENT
FOR US IN CHRIST '

" But what a testimony this is to the mercy of
God. This is the point, [ said a little earlier that
this * 17 of the Psalm is an inclusive and collective
*I° In the fifst place, it is the nation speaking in
this personal way, using this personal pronoun *1°.
Now it is taken up in relation to the Lord Jesus—
“1 shall not die ”, But, you see, it is not just per-
sonal. We know that the Lord Jesus had no need
to go to the Cross for Himself, It has often been
pointed out that those words used much later by
an Apostle— who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God ™
(Heb. xii. 2)—should be translated: * who, instead
of the joy that was set before him, endured the
cross, despised shame, and sat down . . .”, and it
takes you to the mount of transfiguration.

The mount of transfigurarion was the seal 1o the
perfection of His moral character. There is no
transfiguration or glorification apart from moral
perfection, and so God gave Him the great wit-
ness that He was perfect, that He saw no fault in
Him, that He had passed the scrutiny. of the eyes
of Divine holiness, and there was not a flaw or a
blemish in Him: He was perfect. Therefore He
had a right to go from the mount of transfiguration
right thiough to the glory for aye, The glory was
His: it was declared His, it was shown to be His,
it was His. But instead of the joy that was set in
front of Him, IHe turned round and came down
and endured the Cross, and if you will look at the -
context of these words in Hebrews, you will find
that it was all because of ourselves—that He was
not going to glory without us, Bringing many sons
to glory necessitated His coming down, foregoing
for the tme being His right, His immediate right,
to the glory, and enduring the Cross, You remem-
ber how, in that same letter to the Hebrews, it is
put inlo the mouth of the Lord Himself: “ T and
the children whom God hath given me ™ (Heb. ii.
13). “He is not ashamed to call them brethren ”
(ii. 11).
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So this glorious Psalm, with its wonderful back:.

ground in the life of the Lord Jesus and by the
Cross of the Lord Jesus; gathers us in. We are in
this collective * I’. We come into the good of this.
“1 shall not die, hut live.” “ The Lord answered
me and set me in a large place.” It is true, is it
not? It is frue. We Have that life triumphant over
death, He has given that life to us; it is ours. It
is not only ours in that general way—" the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord ™
{Rom. vi. 23)—but it is a testimony for all our life,
something for now. It is a life which has come out
of His death, and has overcome death m Him. It
is for us. Do not let us lose the force of that by
familiarity, It is to be a testimony. every day, What
we fiave in Christ is to be experienced and mani-
fested every day, and it can be, :

But then—and upon this we shall dwell very
much more fully—what enlargement we have in
Christ from our limitation! How infinitely great is
the place into which we have been brought, how
innmeasurable are the resources, how vast are the
ranges, how potent are the forces into which we
have come in Christ through His death!

I close by reminding you of this—that wiile it
is all concluded in Him, that where He is concerned
there is nothing more to be done in this matter: it
js ful and it is final, and He has entered into His

JULY —AUGUST, 1956

. rest, has sat down at the right hand of the Majesty

in the heavens ; nothing through which we go can
add to that, nothing which we experience can take
from it ; nevertheless, in a sense—mnot vicariously,
not atoningly, not in the sense of His great re-
demptive work—but in a sense of fellowship with
Him while He is still rejected in this world, and
of humiliation in fellowship with Him, the prin-
ciple still remains: that is, that life and enlarge-
ment come through adversity and faith’s trinmph
therein. It is the law of life. Faith’s {riumph in ad-
versity issues in life and enlargement,

We shatl see more folly how true that is, The
Bible is just full of it. Given a real test of faith,
much adversity and opposition, everything hem-
ming in, circling round—" all nations compassed
me about, they compassed me about, they com-
passed me about'-—you see, it is reiterated, it is
very real—nevertheless, nevertheless, that only
constitutes the challenge to faith. Faith looks upon
that as its opportunity, and when faith comes out
in its declaration over against all that, and says,
“I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of
the Lord ”, that is the highway to a new experi-
ence of life and a new range of fulness—to enlarge-
ment by way of faith’s challenge and faith’s
victory.

T.A-S.

THE NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS

at HONOR OAK

will be held, the Lord willing, on

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, at 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m.
Lorp’s DAY, AUuGUsT 5, at 11 a.m., 3.30 & 6. 30 p.m.
MoNpaY, AUGUST 6, at 11 a.m.; 3.30 & 6. 30 p.m.
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of theLord’s people who desire
to come for the value af the spiritual ministry of
the Centre,

It is available for thls purpose throughout the
year.

The limited amounts®of accommodation makes
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

Those who are mtereged at any time should
make application to Mr. ér Mrs. A, G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Ozak Road, Loadon, S.E.23, Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609.
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questions about the instrumentalities and means
employed quite apart, it would seem that in His
Sovereignty God is determined that men shall
know the bare foundation of their salvation., The
writer was being given the various criticisms and
adverse judgments of a well-known evangelistic
campaign in one of America’s grearest and worst
cities. When the critics had unloaded, he just
asked the simple question—* Well, imperfections,
weaknesses, and all that apart, is it better for such
a city to be made aware of the fact of God than
otherwise?” Whereupon the critics just said,
“ Well, of course, if you just bring it down to that
alone, the whole thing would be justified.” This is
certainly not all that God would have, and it is no
argumernt for the justification of some features, ex-
cesses or deficiencies, but, we repeat, may it not be
one sign of the end that—on such an immense
scale—Christ is being heralded as nten’s true and
only Saviour?

This phase must be viewed in this setting and
possible meaning, and not as somethiug in itself.
To view it in the former is to give it a meaning
beyond itself. To view it as something in itself is
to court disappoirdment, and to take up something
that will not bear the weight of God’s full purpose.

II. INTENSIFYING AND EXPANDING
DISSATISFACTION WITH TRADITION

This is no view from a cloister window, but the
result of world-wide travel and contacts. The
positive way of speaking of this discomtent is to
say that there is a deep and strong reaction toward
reality and realism. People of “the old school™
are conscious that their traditions are not standing
up to new demands and changing conditions, The
younger generation is not willing to take these
traditions and institutions for granted and as a
matter-of-course. Many are standing back and
asking questions, not altogether due fo lawlessness
and a new age, but because of disappointment and
a shrewd perception that things are not vital and
dynamic in many of the historic and traditional
realms,

There was a time when young people recog-
nised, accepted, and were subject to their elders,
and took everything from them, just because they
were their elders. That time has completely passed
—especially in the West—and now everything has
got to prove itself before it is accepted. So the
hoary institutions, the established order, the “ as-
it-was-in-the-beginning-is-now-and-ever-shall-be
ecclesiastical mentality is just not respected or ac-
cepted. Whether this is all a part of, and in keep-
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ing with, the general world-movement toward
* self-determination ”, and the revolt against the
controls of many centuries—the swing of the pen-
dulum toward a new * liberty ”—or whether it lies
deeper in the stirrings of spiritua] forces toward
the ultimate climax, does not alter the fact that it
is here aud has to be recognised, The inner fact
within the general is that there is a new hunger
for bread that satisfies. In a time which has so
many appearances of superficiality, cbeapness,
flimsiness, and frivolity, there is an undercurrent
of discontent, and an inarticulate cry for the more
sobstantial. This may be limited to a comparative
few, but it is real and by no means insignificant.
The booksellers tell us that there is a growing
demand for the old spiritual classics, the solid stuff
of fifty and more years ago, even for the Puritan
writers, and the discerning are reproducing such
works.

There is a sense of spiritual loss in those direc-
ttons where, formerly, there was such a wealth of
spiritunl measure. We have read the reports of two
cottferences of leaders of the one body from which
more spiritual food has been given to the Church
of God than any other in the last century. In these
reports there is not only the evidence of tragic loss
of measure, but the open confession that it is so.
Perhaps we should draw what comfort we can
from the fact that there is a consciousness of this
loss, but even that is made the more pathetic
by the evident absence of any sense of how rightly
to recover it. There appears to be no searching for
the cause or causes of decline,

However, there undoubtedly are reactions, and
it is evident that, where solid food is known to be
available, many hungry ones are to be foumd re-
sorting thither, If that end-time sign of “ a famine
of the hearing of the word™ (in spiritual life,
power and fulness) is clearly discernible, it is also
clear that not a few are aware of the famine and
are distressed. This will be a governing factor in
God’s having a representative company which
answers to His fuller thought at the end.

III. THE GROWING CONCERN ABOUT
THE CHURCH AS SUCH

In these pages we have recently referred at
greater length to this matter, but we are increas-
ingly impressed with the growing and strengthen-
ing occupation with it in all directions, It is not
only in those quarters from which we expect such
reactions, the “evangelical ”, “ conservative ”, or
“ fundamentalist ”, but as a part of a tremendous
theologicat swing-round in “ liberal > circles there
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say that that is what the whole Bible is about. Of
course, it is not, but it is one very comprehensive
angle: You will at once see how that theme runs
right through, But suppose we change the meta-
phor, and say that there is a whole bunch of keys
to the Bible—quite a large bunch of keys—every
one of which seems to be a master key to open the
whole of the Bible; and on this large bunch of
keys there seem to be three that are linked to-
gether, so to speak, on their own separate ring.
Those three keys are—faith, life, enlargement.

Faith opens the first door. That door leads to the
next, which is life, and through life to the next,
which is enlargement. Those three things always
go together through the Word of God. Of course,
this i1s clearly seen by the opposite, Unbelief is
always shown in the Scripture to result in limita-
tion. Where there is unbelief, you just do not get
any further—you stop shorf and stop dead: there
is no enlargement, and therefore there is no life,
no greater, fuller life, beyond. You cannot separate
these things; they always hang together—faith,
life, enlargement,

All the great crises in the history of God’s
people, as recorded in the Scriptures, had these
three features. Beginning right at the beginning,
with Adam, in the first chapters of Genesis, it is
perfectly plain there that the whole cuestion of
establishment, of enlargement and of life hung up-
on faith, and that when he refused, or ceased, to
beheve God, that was a dead stop, a full stop.
There was no more. At that point death entered
in, The possibility of fellowship with God, and of
ali that God can mean in the life, hung entirely
upon his faith—or upon his refusal to believe, If
only he had believed God, the way would have
been wide open to enlargement, establishment and
life, continuons and unceasing.

Moving on in the book of Genesis to chapters
xv and xvii, some passages from which we have
placed at the head of this meditation, we come to
Abraham. The Lord comes in with Abraham on
this libe of enlargement, of establishment and of
life, Those are the three great things that sum up
Abraham's life with God. And everything hung
upon faith. All that God said about this multiply-
ing, this tremendous increase and enlargement ;
about the finality of things—establishing him in
the covenant for ever ; and about this wonderful
principle of life—so apparent in the case of Abra-
ham, when death would argue that there was no
prospect at all in himself or in Sarah or any sitna-
tion, yet life is in view in spite of it all—all those
things just hung upon faith, He believed God. If
he had not, there would have been nothing.

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1956

In the book of Exodus, we find the great crisis
in the national life of Isracl—the deliverance from
Egypt. Chapter xii of Excdus just résts upon this ;
‘The whole question here is that of your release
with a view to your enlargement ; it is a question
of your being established and brought to finality,
to fulness ; and it is a question of your life.” The
central thought of that chapter is perhaps life, is it
not? The slaying of Egypt’s firstborn, on the one
side, and the deliverance of Israel into life through
death, on the other, But it all hung wpon this
matter of faith—faith in action: whether they
would take the lamb, whether they would sprinkle
the blood, whether they would gird their loins and
take their staff in their hand. Everything depended
upon an attitude and spirit of believing God.

Passing through Numbers into the book of
Joshua, we find that here it is the land that is in
view—the land of promise, with all that it meant
to them historically and all that it means typically
and spiritnally, What a matter of enlargement that
was! From the wilderness, with all its emptiness
and °pent-up-ness’, into the largeness, fulness
angd liberty of being established in the land. There
was never, in God’s mind, any thought or purpose
of permanence in the wilderness at all, That was
only a phase of things to be got through as guick-
ly as the spiritual condition of His people would
allow. His thought for them was—into the land
and established for ever. The promise to Abraham
was that the land was covenanted for ever: finality.
And then through Jordan, runming there between
Numbers and Joshua, between the wilderness and
the land, and overflowing all its banks, speaking
of death to be overcome in its fulness, in its
depths ; and into the land: here is life triumphant
over death. But again, everything hung upon their
faith. Would they move in faith? One generation
could not do that, and perished in the wilderness.
It was left to the next generatian to enter the land.
These three things rested upon faith.

Passing over the terrible four hundred years
covered by the book of Judges—the most. terrible
book in the Bible, I think—into the books of Sam-
uel, we find a transition toward a new state of
enlargement, This phase will end with David and
Solomon, with the enlargement of the kingdom
beyond anything that had ever been before, with
establishmeht and life. Again, it is ail oh the basis
of faith. It was faith in Samuel’s mother, for in-
stance, that brought in Samuel, But we cannot stay
with ail the detail. At last, as we know, faith was
lost, and unbelief prevailed. Once again we see a
return to limitation, to bondage, to uncertainty, to
spiritual death. It all hangs upon faith,
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pointed out that this is what God would have, but
He has said on the other hand that it is exceedingly
dangerous to be empty. He spoke of a certain
‘“ house’, which was a man, possessed of a demon,
an unclean spirit ; and He visualised the casting
out of the unclean spirit: but, although the house
is * swept and garnished ’, it is left empty ; and, be-
cause no other occupant takes possession, the un-
clean spirit comes back to his old home, taking
seven others more evil than himself, and fills the
empty house (Matt. xii. 43 - 45). It is a dangerous
thing to be empty, to leave a void. If God does not
fill, the Devil will. Beware of negative conditions,
of not being positive and not being definite, Be-
ware of vacuums in your heart, in your mind, in
your life, David was one day on the house-top in
a state of * vacuum’, at a time when kings go out
to war (I Sam, xi. 1, 2)—and he was a king, and
a warring king, But instead of being oceupied in a
positive way, he was in a passive state, and we
know the disaster that overtook him, from which
he never recovered all his life. It is a dangerous
thing to be empty. The Devil will see to the filling
up of any space that he can occupy. The Lord
wants to fill to the exclusion of all else.

THE FULNESS OF GOD

The ultimate word in this matter in the Bible is:
“that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of
God ”” (Eph. iii. 19). Think of that! This is said to
believers together in their corporate, related life—
to the Church, which is “ the fulness of him that
filleth all in all * (Eph. i. 23). Thiok of it: the ful-
ness of God!—that is, God coming In in such a
way that there is no room for anything else. It
was like that at the dedication of Solomon’s
temmple, in the Old Testament. When the priests
moved out of the sanctuary, the glory of the Lord
moved in and filled the house, and the priests
could no longer stand to minister (I Kings viii. 10,
11; IT Chron. v. 11 - 14). When the Lord fills,
there is no room for anything or anyone else. That
is the fulness of God.

EMPTINESS THE RESULT OF JUDGMENT

Returning to that word “ void * or “ empty * that
we find at the beginning of the book of Genesis, it
seems to me that this represents the resuit of a
judgment, That, of course, has already been sur-
mised on oither grounds. But the following con-
siderations are perhaps confirmatory, When the
Lord sent His people Isracl into Babylonian cap-
tivity for seventy years, the land became waste.

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1956

The land fell into a state that could well be de-
scribed in the terins - used to describe the state of
the earth at the beginning—void, waste and empty.
Now, the Babylonian captivity of Isracl was a
judgment upon their unbelief and their idolatry,
and the waste state into which the land fell was

surely a part of that judgment ; and it would there-

fore seem that “ in the beginning ”, also, the deso-
lation was the result of a judgment upon a former
creation,

But what is the point of this? The issue must
have been this—as it has always been—that God
was not allowed to fill all things. God’s place was
either shared with other things, or God was driven
out. The end of this present world, as is shown to
ug in the New Testament, is going to be like that.
There will be a point at which God will be finally
rejected by this world, and will have no place, We
are moving fast toward that time, What will be
the result? It will be the burning up of this world
—judgment, destruction—and a longer or shorter
period of desolation before there is a new heaven
and a new earth, and all things are created anew.
Judgment is always upon this one thing—as to
whether God is all and in all, or not. Therefore
enlargement—the fulness which is God’s thought
——rests upon this matter of God having full place ;
and that is the basis of all testing of faith. God
presses this point closer and closer as we go on:
whether we will believe God sufficiently to let Him
have His place in an impossible situation.

THE FULNESS OF GOD AS LIGHT

Now, what do we mean by the fulness of God?
It is nothing less than the nature of God fiiling all
things, “ God is light ”, the Scripture says (I John
i. 5): then where God is there is no darkness, there
is no room for darkness ; and when God comes in
in fulness there is “no darkness at all.” 1t is all
“ light in the Lord ” (Eph. v. 8). And the Lord is
moving on this line with you and with me. He is
seeking to get us completely out of our darkness
into His light ; to bring us into the light as He is
in the light. And how great a factor is faith in this
matter of coming into the light of the Lord, com-
ing to know the Lord, coming into understanding,
or whatever expression you may use for light. It is
seeing, it is knowing, it is understanding.

But you and I never come into one additional
ray of real light—I do not mean information, I
mean spiritual light—except along the line of tests
of faith, faith really tested. A sister in the Lord,
who felt that she was far too short-tempered, too
quickly provoked, said to a dear servant of God,
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‘Oh, 1 do need more patience—do pray for me
that T may have more patience!’ The servant of
God said, © All right, let us get down and pray
now', and so they knelt down and he prayed,
‘Lord, do please send more tribulation into this
dear sister’s life.” And she stopped him and said,
‘No, 1 did not say I wanted tribulation—I want
patience.” * Ah, but’, he replied, ‘ the Word says :
“ tribulation worketh patience !’ (Rom, v, 3).

Yes: we want more of the Lord, but we are not
always so ready to go the way that He would take
us in order to have more of Himself. But it is that
way—the way of tribulation ; and what is tribula-
tion if it is not the testing of faith? We are put into
situations where only faith in God will enable
us to live and 10 go on. Yet it is possible—it is
so possible, Early last year, during my visit to
California, a brother there proposed that we
should ge to see some dear friends, living about
sixty miles away, who had begged that we
should visit them. These dear children of God
were living in perhaps one of the most worldly,
unpropitious, Impossible. situations imaginable—
the week-end resort of all the Hollywood stars, 1
cannot describe the utter abandonment to the
flesh. Our two friends were living in a large trailer,
or caravan, right at the centre of a great trajler
park, surrounded by all these worldly people in
their luxurious trajler horhes, in an atmosphere
of the utmost sensuality, fleshliness, indulgence.
We went in, and had a most blessed afternoon with
them on the things of the Lord—a most precious
time, with a real touch of heaven—and when we
had spent the whole afternoon with them, a

" brother said: * Perhaps you will not believe it, but
there are sixteen out-and-out Christians in this
trailer park. I'am going to fetch some of them’.
He went across to another trailer, and brought
back two dear children of God, elderly, saintly
people ; and, without any going round matters at
all or talking on generalities, we were right on the
things of the Lord instantly, and we could have
gone on all night. The brother told us, * We all
meet here in this trailer, sixteen of ns, and have
most blessed times of fellowship.’

‘Why am I telling you about this? In the most
unlikely place on earth-—yes, the most impossible
place for anything of a spiritual character, for any-
thing really of the Lord—there, right in that terri-
ble place, are saints walking in white raiment, in

living fellowship with the Lord. Do not say, * Oh,
the place I have to live and work in is impossible
for any spiritual life or spiritual growth-—every-
thing is against me.” Remember that the Lord can
enlarge you anywhere if He calls yon to be there.
Never use the argument of the impossible. Just
think of Abraham and the impossible. He came
into enlargement, but not because everything was
propitious, not because everything made it so easy
and was so helpful. No, there can be light in the
darkest place if the Lord is there. When [ first
heard of that situation, ‘I had expressed the wish
that those dear friends could have been goti out of
it, but when I left them 1 changed my view entirely.
I do not know that they would really be the beiter
for getting out of this. This is the thing that is en-
larging them spiritvally: it is throwing them on
the Lord, it is making them prove the Lord. There
is nothing here for them but the Lord ; everything
else is against Him,

The fulness of God is in terms of light, even in
darkness ; of love—for God is love-—in a realm of
hatred ; of life in a realm of death ; and of holiness
in a realm of unholiness. “ That ye may be filled
unto all the fulness of God.’

There i1s much tnore about this mattet of en-
largement, It was the governing thing in the sove-
reign gifts of the ascended Lord. * When he
ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and
gave gifts unto men . . . And he gave some apos-
tles ; and some, prophets: . . . and some, pastors
and teachers ”—for what?—" for the perfecting
of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto
the building up of the body of Christ: till we all
attain unto the mmity of the faith, and of the know-
ledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ ” (Eph. iv 8, 11 - 13). Every Divine gift in
ministry has fulness as its object and its governing
motive,

Let me close with this for the moment, that the
test as to whether a thing'is of God is always spirit-
ual measure, It is not the measure of our doctrinal
knowledge, nor even the measure of our Bible
knowledge as such. It is pot the accuracy or
correctness of our techrique in form and proced-
ure, It is the measure of God. We can have all
those other things, without there being really any
measure of God, That is what counts.

T. A-S.

104




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 34 - Searchable

TEPTENRER —UCTORER, '20%

GOb'S PURPOSE AND @@B’% RS
(Extracts fom A %lfb%‘ﬂss
{h) £ODS Pupose

IN CREATION 3 : A,
Pl d i
MHAT was t pur%@@ﬂ@% in the creation I Al M6 s t

sln EnTtoseation
i B8 e R mwﬁ M

ima epﬁiﬁgn u?gg’ ps &t

\Gk,

fi
4/ eai d)\éaré)\é%ér ecﬁ@é u@@’el a
&% i a;ge &

IRAGE, tHinki)e maa
s§ Lﬁf N
i el

Uﬁla !
sear%éx ﬁ% e} ?move o aen e%rr
a man. aman
?We q e I#ﬁave oml%%na%‘ﬁ e
Wwa man e 2!

R

(B AFTER THE RALY
Hne aa‘r%n%"fﬁ??egr et t“ﬁg 7 @%w@




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 34 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

but neither Adam’s sin nor Eve’s sin could reverse
the will of God. God’s purpose for man was as it
had ever been. Oh, God is eternally the same!
There is no deviation in His ways: they go straight
forward,

{c) IN REDEMPTION

Genesis i speaks of God’s will at the time of
creation ; Psalm viii speaks of God's will afier the
fall of man ; Hebrews ii speaks of God’s will in
redemption. Let us now look at Hebrews ii.

“ For not unto angels did he subject the world
to come, whereof we speak. But one hath some-
where testified, saying, What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou
visitest him? Thcu madest him a little lower than
the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and
honour, and didst set him over the works of thy
hands: thou didst put all things in subjection
under his feet” (vv. 5-8a). That was as God
originally intended. “ But now we see not yet all
things subjected to him, But we behold him who
hath been made a little lower than the angels, even
Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned
with glory and honour ” (vv. 8c-9b). In Psalm
viii it says that God made man but little lower than
the angels ; whereas here the writer interprets the
term “mah” as applying to Jesus, It is at this
point that redemption comes in. Hebrews ii. 9
continues: “that by the grace of God He should
taste death for every man.” God’s original inten-
tion was that man should have dominion. The
Lord Jesus is that Man. Hallelyjah! That Man
has already overthrown the power of Satan. In that
Man God’s desire is realised. And that Man is
related to us. -

“ For it became him, For whom are all things,
and through whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the author of their salva-
tion perfect through sufferings” (v. 10). Thank
God! His purpose has not altered, As it was at
the time of creation, so it was still after man's
fall, and so it remains in the day of redemption.
God still intends to secure a company of men after
the likeness of His Son. As He is, so they too will
be ; and as He has entered into the glory, so also
will - they.

But how can such a thing be? “ For both he that
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified are all of
one ” (v. 11a). Who is “ he that sanctifieth ”? The
Lord Jesus. And who are “they that are (being)
sanctified ”? We ourselves. We might read the
sentence thus: ‘The Lord Jesus who sanctifies,
and we who are being sanctified, are all of one.’

The Lord Jesus and we have proceeded from the
one Source: we are partakers of the one Life ; we
are indwelt by the one Spirit ; and one God is His
Father and our Father, * for which cause He is
not ashamed to call them brethren ™ (v. 11b).

() GOD'S REST

Rest comes after work, And rest in the fullest
sense is only possible when the work is accom-
plished, and when it is accomplished to a point of
satisfaction. If a piece of work is not completely
finished, or does not meet with approval, there is
no possibility of true rest.

Let us not think it was a trifling matter that God
rested after those six days of creation, For Him to
be able to rest, something must have been secured.
It must have been some very great cause or reason
that led God—this God of purpose, this God of
abounding Life—to come to rest. How could He?
Genesis i gives the reason: “ God saw every thing
that he had made, and, behold, it was very good ™
(v. 31).

God rested on the seventh day, Before the
seventh day He worked. But before He worked He
had an objective. Epliesians i speaks of “the
mystery of his will ”, of His “ good pleasure ™, of
what He * foreordained ”, God is not only a God
of action, He is a God of purpose. He does things
because He wants to do them. His outward acts
are the result of inward desire. God came to rest
becanse He had done things to His satisfaction. If
we want to understand God’s heart desire, His
plan, His good pleasure, we only need to see what
it was that could cause Him to rest. If we see God
coming into rest in relation to anything, then we
know that that thing was what He was after
originally. No man can rest in relation to that
which does not satisfy him, This matter of rest is
of great significance. Throughout the six days God
could not rest. Rest came only on the seventh day.
He could rest then because He had accomplished
something that rejoiced His heart, God’s rest pro-
claimed His approval: it proclaimed the attain-
ment of His goal: it proclaimed that His good
pleasure was realised to a point beyond which
there could be no fuller realisation. God is a God
who must be satisfied. And God is a God who can
secure His satisfaction. He has secured what He
wanted, therefore He has entered into rest.

‘What was it, then, that caused God to find rest?
What was it that provided His satisfaction? Let us
read again Genesis i. 27, 28:—" And God said,
Let us make man in our image, after our likeness :
and let them have dominion over the fish of the
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sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. And God
created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him ; male and female created he them.
And God blessed them: and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”

3

Then follows these words: —* And God saw every

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1956

thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good ” (v. 31}, “ And God blessed the seventh day,
and hallowed it: because that in it he rested from
all his work which God had created and made ™
(ii. 3).

God’s purpose was to have a man: to have a
man who could exercise dominion: to have a man
whd could exercise dominion on this earth. On the
sixth day of the creation God’s purpose was
attained ; therefore on the seventh day He * rested
from all His work .

W. N.

THY KINGDOM COME
III. THE KINGDOM AND THE NAME

“ Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.”
(Matthew vi. 9, 10).

WE have already seen that the book of Daniel
has many references to kingdoms, to visions and to
warfare, We now turn to find in it various names
given to God. There are a surprising number for
such a small book, and each doubtless has its own
special significance. Qur concern is not only Bible
study, but a quest for spiritual light on the connec-
tion of the kingdom with the Name.

THE LIVING GOD

There is one which should serve as a preface to
all the rest—* the living God ” (vi. 26). There is
nothing formal or unreal about Him, Everything
associated with Him, including every title, name or
description, is vital, The Lord has a great number
of designations, but He fills them all with vital
reality. Not a single one describes what cannot be
found in actual living expression, His kingdom is
“ not in word, but in power ” (I Cor, iv, 20) ; He is
the Living God. It is a pity that His people are not
always like this. Think of the titles given to Christ-
ians: ‘ believers’, “ saints’, ‘ a kingdom of priests ".
If only we lived up to them! But when we come
to consider the Lord’s names we need fear no dis-
appointment. He fills every ane of His titles to the
full, and proves Himself worthy of them all.

REVEALER OF SECRETS

Of course the Lord knows all the secrets, He
knows the end from the begimming (Is. xlvi. 10} ;
“ the darkness and the light are both alike” to
Him (Ps. cxxxix, 12). He is the Holder of Secrets.

But He is also the * revealer of secrets ” (Dan. ii.
47). He wants to reveal His mind to men ; He longs
to find those who can share His confidences. It is
His good pleasure to make known to His people
that which they could never find out for them-
selves, For this reason He has given us His Word.
Those who wrote the Scriptures needed revelation,
but we who read them also need the Spirit’s en-
lightenment, if we are to understand them to
profit. Not only the apostle who wrote but the
saints who read must have the “ spirit of wisdom
and revelation ” if they are to know God’s secret
—His * mystery , as the New Testament calls it.
It is a waste of time to open your Bible if you do
not, at least in intention, pray the psalmist’s
prayer: “Open thou mine eyes, that T may be-
hold wondrous things out of thy law ” (Ps. cxix.
18). The Lord wants us to pray this prayer, be-
cause He really wants to answer it. Above all, He
wants His people to know * the mystery of God,
even Christ, in whom are all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge hidden ™ {Col. ii. 2, 3). He is
the Revealer of Secrets, and we may know Him as
such if we wait before Him in the same humility
and faith that characterized Daniel.

The only way im which we can understand
Divine secrets is by the Lord revealing them to us.
None of the wise men of Babylon could discover
what God was saying. Daniel and his friends had
apparently completed three years® training, and so
had acquired much of this world’s wisdom in addi-
tion to that which was natural to them, None of
this helped them. Neither natural ability nor ac-
quired education can teach us the simplest maiters
of spiritual truth, We learn them only by the re-
velation of the Holy Spirit. Let us believe that God
wants to give us this revelation ; that He really
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the exposed position he occupied, we are told that
* as touching the kingdom , . . they could find none
occasion nor fault ; forasmuch as he was faithful,
neither was there any error or fault found in him ”
(vi. 4). Yet what was there spiritual about his job?
It was entirely secular. Earning his living in work
which must have been uncongenial to him, sur-
rounded by jealous, malicious colleagues, working
for the most capricious of employers, Daniel lived
the kingdom of Heaven even in Babylon. There
was nothing spiritual in his work except what he
put into it, and it was thus that he had fellowship
with the God of Heaven,

The kingdom of Heaven is not a matter of
offices or titles, but of character. When our blessed
Lord was stripped eveh of his earthly garments,
when He had no royal throne, no reputation, no
friends, even on the Cross He was King of kings.
And when Daniel was stripped of all his earthly
dignity and official position, when he was a lonely
outcast in a foul den of lions. he only gained in
spiritual stature. They could take away his earthly
authority but they could not prevent him from
reigning, even in the lions’ den. He took Heaven
with him into that pit: not only the blessedness
and peace of Heaven, but Heaven's power.
Heaven’s authority. Daniel did not describe it
like that, for he was a truly humble man. He
said that his God had sent His angel and shut
the lions’ mouths. But the fact was, and is, that
those who are in living fellowship with the God of
Heaven have ascendency over all the power of
evil, They reign in life even now, and they are
being prepared to reign in glory in the eternal
kingdom.

THE MOST HIGH GQD

Few titles seem to us so apt and timely as this
one of “the Most High God™ (iii. 26). If you
have to live in Babylon you need the Most High
as your God. Babylon was high in its pride and
power: the image was high; the opposition was
high: but the four men knew One who was higher
than all—the Most High.

They testified to the Lord’s superiority over all
the riches of this world. Daniel’s prophecies open
with this simple but powerful assertion that he
could find in the Lord something better than could
be provided by all the wealth of Babylon. He
challenged those concerned to put it to the test,
and ghowed in his own person that there is a suffi-
ciency in the Lord which can be found nowhere
else. We must prove and demonstrate that He is
the Most High God in such personal experiences,

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1956

or it is futile, and worse, for us to be talking about
possessing the kingdom.

It was Abram who first discovered the won-
ders of fellowship with the Most High God, when
he received the blessings ministered by Melchize-
dek. The story, given to us in Genesis xiv, is most
instructive, It shows how Abram, flushed wiih his
victory over the four kings, was in danger of enter-
ing into some kind of compact with the king of
Sodom, or at least of being under an obligation to
him. At the critical moment, Melchizedek, priest
of God Most High, drew him aside, offered him
bread and wine and gave him Heaven’s blessing.
It was then that Abram found deliverance from
temptation and announced: *‘ I have lift up mine
hand wnio the Lorp, God Most High . . | that 1
will not take a thread nor a shoelatchet nor aught
that is thine . . . ” {Gen. xiv. 22, 23}. He did not
want this world’s riches; in the Lord he had
found something better. When you have really
tasted of heavenly blessings you do not hanker
ufter earthly dainties. This is the testimony of the
kingdom: not the negative niceties of legalism,
but the enjoyment of the positive fulness of Divine
life and fellowship.

Daniel and the others also testified to the superi-
ority of the Lord’s power. Through faith they
“subdued kingdounts, wrought righteousness, ob-
ltained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the power of fire . . . " (Heb, xi. 33, 34).
They were nothing in themselves. I'ew in numbers,
friendless in the hour of need, cast upon God in
their utter helplessness, they proved again and
again that spirituzt power is altogether superior
to any other kind of influence or authority. In their
very persons, they gave the Lord the opportunity
which He was sacking, to show that, even here
and now, He is the Most High who rules in the
kingdom of men (Dan. iv. 17, 25, 32). Not least
was this testimony seen in Daniel’'s survival. In
the course of this book kings rose and fell, empires
changed hands, but this Daniel continued (i, 21).
He continued in tife, in vision and in ascendency
—all because of his relationship with the Most
High God.

They testified to the Lord’s superior wisdom, It
may sound glorious to be a witness of the kingdom
of Heaven, but there is no glory for the flesh;
God’s wisdom sees to that. He is not going to fight
this world’s pride by His people’s pride, nor is He
going to be governed by our ideas. This is a
strange experience, this reaching the throne by
way of the Cross. We are told that the “Ilittle
horn” on the head of the beast ““ made war with
the saints, and prevailed against them ™ (vii. 21),
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and that this is 2 king who “ shall speak words
against the Most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the Most High ™ (vii. 25), and yet that
these very saints are the ones who possess the
kingdom (vs, 18, 22, 27), The kingdom of pride
is defeated by the meek and lowly in heart. This
is God’s way, and there is no other,

THE LORD—JEHOVAH

We can only distinguish this name in our Bibles
by the fact that it is rendered Lorp and printed
in capital letters. In the book of Daniel, the Name
of the Great “1 AM ™ only appears in chapter ix,
but there it can be found seven times ; that is, in
perfect fulness (vs, 2, 4, 10, 13, 14a, 14b, 20). This
Name is never spoken to the men of Babylon, for
it is a precious Name for the covenant people ; it
is only spoken by Daniel in the holy atmosphere
of the place of prayer. What does it mean? '

It is the Name of unchanging faithfulness. Dan-
iel was carefifl in his prayer ministry to keep close
to the Lord’s promises and declared purpose. He
did not pray for what he thought might be good,
nor did he suit his requests to the general ideas
current in his day. He went back to the Word of
God, and concentrated on God’s revealed pur-
poses for His: people, True, they had forfeited
every right to the promises by their sinful unbelief,
but he felt sure that the faithfulness of God
had an answer even to sin. And he was right.
¢ Jehovah’ is the name of the Redeemer, the One
who will “ make reconciliation for iniquity ”, and
“ bring in everlasting righteousness ”, in order to
“ seal up vision and prophecy ”, or, as this phrase
means, ‘ to make the visions and prophecies come
true * (Dan. ix, 24), Those who know such a faith-
ful God can afford to go even into the fiery furnace
or the lions” den for the sake of their vision.

It is also the Name of unquenchable life, Moses
learnt this Name in the desert, where he saw the
flame which burnt on without consuming the
bush, It was there that he first heard the great
title, “I AM THAT I AM ™. It is not life which
has to avoid death, but life which can go right
through it and emerge triumphantly on resurrec-
tion ground. None but Jehovah could bring a new
Jerusalem out of the ruined city of Daniel’s
fathers ; but He could, and so Daniel prayed on

and continued to hope. No other could ever bring
a triumphant and glorious Church out of the con-
fusion and weakness of things as they are to-day ;
but HE CAN, and so we too must pray on and not
lose hope. It may mean the fiery furnace heated
seven times for us, but we need have no fears. He
will not let us avoid it ; He will do better—He will
bring us unscathed and triumphant through. He
is the God of Resurrection,

THE GOD OF DANIEL

“1 make a decree, that in all the dominion of
my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God
of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast
for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed . . . (vi. 26), In chapter iii a similar
thing is said about the God of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego (iii. 28, 29). * The God of Daaiel ™.
It is as though Daniel’s experiences had added
something to the honour of that Name, and had
also interpreted that Name to those who could not
otherwise understand it. Surely this is the essential
function of the kingdom, to make men know what
God is like. Those who reign with Christ do not
lord it over the rest, but proclaim and com-
municate His blessedness to the world around,

Daniel achieved this ministry by something
more than a word-study of the titles of God. He
learned them in experieace ; he proved them by
faith in times of deep trial and need ; they became
a part of his own inner history. It was only thus
that he could give such a testimony to the ** God
of Daniel . The Lord is seeking to do the same
thing in us, He lets us be captives, as Daniel was.
He faces us with difficult choices, as He did him.
He tests us in our homes, at our business, in our
fellowship and in the secret place, in the same way
in which Daniel was tested. He leads us into the
battle ; He may even allow us to be cast into the
lions’ den ; but it is all for this one purpose—to
produce in us a powerful testimony to the great-
ness and glory of His Name. We shall never be
anything in ourselves, but if men can see what God
does for us and in us-—yes, and even through us
—they may learm by means of us something of
what He is like. All this is involved in * possessing ’
the kingdom. All this must happen in our case if
we are to pray: “ Hallowed be thy name ™.

H
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

taste for themselves and to hunger for more.

By this simple means the Lord had spoken to
Mr, Johnson. He had shown him how to make men
hungry to taste and see how good the Lord is. The
successful boy had found something better than
persuasive words to arouse hunger and attract
buyers. He did not call to them ; they called to
him, They wanted what he had got, and felt that
they must taste for themselves. This is how a
Christian life should be, so fragrant with Christ as
to attract others and cause them to desire to taste
His love too.

It was a great help to him to know that even if
his preaching was not attracting men to Christ, his
life might do so. There, in that train, he prayed
that his life might be a message which would say
to all: “ O taste and see that the Lord is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in him > (Psalm
34. B). God answered that prayer, for, although
Mr. Johnson is no longer on the earth, there are
numbers of people in that part of Colombia who
were drawn to the Lord by seeing the grace and
goodness of Christ in his life. He made people
taste and see.

H.F.

THE RENDING OF THE FLESH AND THE RELEASE OF THE SPIRIT

SOONER or later every servant of God will make
this discovery—that the hindrance to his service
comes, not from others, but from himself. And he
will find this also, that his outer life and his inner
life are at variance: the inclination of the inner is
in one direction, the inclination of the outer in
another,

Sooner or later, too, he will discover this, that
his outer man cannot come under the control of
his spirit and cannot act in accordance with the
law of God. His supreme difficulty in ministry will
be that his outer man obstructs the exercise of his
spirit. Actually it is in the spirit that every servant
of God communes with God. Tt isin his spirit that
he comes to know the Word of God, and from his
spirit that the Word of God finds outward ex-
pression. But interference from his outer man
hinders the exercise of his spirit. The work of
many of God’s servaats cannot be fundamental
because they themselves have never been funda-
mentally dealt with. Wherever this radical experi-
ence 15 lacking, a radical work is impossible, and
no amount of earnest effort or importunate prayer
can make good the lack.

THE INNER AND THE OUTER MAN

In Romans there is a word which reads: “I1
delight in the law of God after the inward man”
(vii. 22). In Ephesians Paul speaks of our being
“ strengthened with power through his spirit in the
inward man > (iii. 16). Elsewhere he states that,
“ though our outward man is decaying, yet our in-
ward man is renewed day by day ” (II Cor. iv. 16).

The Scriptures differentiate between our inner
and our outer man. The outer man houses the self-
life ; in the inner man is deposited the life of God.
If anyone is to work for God there must be a re-
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lease of the inner life, and it is this that constitutes
our basic problem. Our inner life is imprisoned,
and the effectiveness of our work depends on
whether or not the Lord has broken down the
outer life in order to make a way for the release
of the life within,

DEATH AND FRUITFULNESS

In John xii. 24 our Lord declares: “ Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall
into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone ;
but if it die, it beareth much fruit.” Inside the
wheat there is life, but outside there is a husk;
and not until that husk is burst open can the wheat
begin to grow. The question is not merely: Is there
life in the inside? but: Has the husk on the out-
side been broken down? The Scripture immed-
iately following our quotation states: * He that
loveth his life loseth it ; and he that hateth his life
in this world shall keep in unto life eternal.” Our
Lord shows us here that the outer husk is our own
life, while the inner life is the eternal life which He
has given us, and if that inner life is to find an out-
let the outer life must go.

Among the mass of human beings in this world
there is a class of beings who have within them
the life of God. Those who possess this life are
again divided into two categories: those in whom
that life is imprisoned, and those in whom the
Lord has so wrougtn that the life has found a way
out, Our problem to-day is not how'to receive life,
but how to release the life already received.

The life of the Lord could fill the earth, but we
have locked it up. The Lord could bless the
Church, but we bhave imprisoned His life within
ourselves so that it can find no outlet. Unless our
outer man is shattered we cannot be a means of
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shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?”
See where their hearts were. And then the day
came when the proclamation was made—' You
can go back, you can all go back to Zion.” The
vast majority decided that their present position
was a very much more comfortable one than it
would be back there in Zion, and decided to stay.
This little company, with all the hardships, the
difficulties, the sufferings, the toil, and moch more
involved in going back, went back because their
hearts were in Zion, and Zion was in their hearts.
There was a heart relationship to the Lord and to
that which was dearest to His heart. And so they
were always thinking upon His Name, talking
about His interests.

They were a little company, comparatively—a
despised people. 1 expect all those who stayed be-
hind in Babylon thought they were fools. Well, be
it 50, What did the Lord think? That was the polnt.
And we know what the Lord thought. Here was
a chastened and disciplined people whose hearts
were for the Lord. Small? Jf you like, Read the

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1936

prophecies of Jeremiah, What a book that is!
What a time it takes, and what patience it takes,
to work your way through Jeremiah’s prophecies !
What a big book—and what little books these
of Malachi and Haggai are. We call them © Minor
Prophets —but what have you got for the Lord
in the people as recorded in Jeremiah? A * Major
Prophet’, if you like, but there is nothing in the
people there for the Lord, But in these little
*Minor Prophets’, there is something very
precious to the Lord., The discipline has taken
place, the chastening bhas been carried out, the
heart has been searched ; the Lord has got some-
thing very great, That is what is precious to the
Lord, that is what He is looking for ; that is what
He calls great, Although, looking at it with natural
eyes and the eyes of man, judging by outward
size and appearance, some may despise, there is
much intrinsic value there; and with the Lord
everything is a matter of intrinsic value, not of
bulk.
T. A-S.

NEW BOOK

GOD’S REACTIONS TO MAN’S DEFECTIONS

e

By T. A-S.

Cloth boards.
Price 7/-
(Postage: UK. 7d. ; Overseas 4d.)

In U.S.A. $1.50 {postage 6 cents)

188 pp.

Prelintinary Announcement

It is hoped that a Children’s Book
entitled

On Wings of Faith

(Stories about Birds)
By H.F. -
will be ready for the Christmas Season

A Companion Book to:  “ READY FOR THE KING ™
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THE

NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS
at HONOR OAK

will be held, the Lord willing, on

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, at 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m.
Lorp’s Day, OcToBER 7, at 11 a.m., 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, at 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m.
Lor’s DAY, JANUARY 6, at 11 a.m., 3.30 & 6. 30 p.m.

Printed ac the Witness and Testimony Press, 13, Honor Qak Read, Londoen, S.B. 23.
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-mo#thly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv, 13—, . . till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—tull knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children .

It is not connected with any ‘Movement ",
* Organization’, “Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to “ all saints-”. Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approxlmatlon
to His revealed will as to its ‘ attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in tesnmony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the satvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

~ This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘ subscription *, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘A Witness and A Testimony’, 13, Honor Oak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S. E. 23, England. All
cheques should be made payable to ¢ Witness and
Testimony A/c’. The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

‘* Personal® letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

childish, or °babyish *; it does not signify any spiritual stature, Looking at Christianity to-day by
this standard, we cannot fail to be painfully impressed with how little the Church has growa up.

But that is the negative side, When we turn to * Ephesians ’, we find ourselves in the presence, not
only of the oft-repeated words, “the heavenlies”, but of the realities and characteristics of that
realm. Here is the * one body 7. Here is the “ unity of the Spirit ”. Here is heavenly wealth, walk,
warfare. Here is rclatedness and inter-relatedness, The Apostle—nay, the Holy Spirit—has no re-
straint in giving out of the fulness, that it may lead again to the fulness of Christ. Here are the
measureless dimensions of eternal thoughts, counsels, purpose, and love, Here is ascendency over
disappointment, frusiration, discouragement, and earthly hmitations, Here is grace transcendent and
triumphant, Yes, truly we are on heavenly ground here, while all those things are bitterly true down
below. To be “ seated together with him (Christ) in the heavenlies ” is no mere ideal, phantasy, illu-
sion, beautiful concept, or sublime teaching; it is real because of the literal counter-realities to
which it is set in cantrast,

This is as much the work of grace, to be apprehended by faith, as is our initial justification.

Would that the Church—believers, and their leaders—could first see it, in the way in which the
prayers in this letter showthat it should be seen: could then, by faith, take it: and henceforth
positively and resolutely refuse to come down on to the earthly ground of Corinthian divisions,
strife, pettiness, and nature!

But what is the way thither? How can it be?
This leads to the second part of our appeal: it is to—
TAKE THE GROUND OF THE CROSS

The Corinthians knew about the Cross. They were “ in Christ ”, and there is no way into Christ
but that of the Cross. Yes, but even so, the Apostle said that in visiting them it was his considered,
resolute, and premeditated determination that he would ‘ know nothing among them, save Christ,
and him crucifled” (ii. 2). There was a knowledge of the Cross which either they did not possess,
‘or else they were violating. In ° Ephesians ’, the death and resurrection * togetherness * with Christ is
foundational to all that fulness of heavenly -position. In Corinth, the value of the Cross was in what
it meant for them, rather than what it meant in them, There is undoubtedly a difference in these as-
pects, both as to position and as to results, The fuller aspect may have a deeper application to the
natural life—but, again, both in one are presented to us for our apprehending by faith,

The Cross not only deals with our sins and our condemnation: it deals with all our earthliness,
our natural ground, which is so fruitful in those works which bring dishonour to our Lord. We are
especially thinking of this spirit which produces or ferments jealousies, rivalries, contentions, criti-
cisms, and all that is not love.

If we would take he.a'v'enly ground and the ground of the Cross, the Holy Spirit would be able to
cause the things which really do not matter to fade from their importance, and to give the Lord’s
people a loving concern for all who are His, just because they agre His, and not * ours’ in any earthly
way. . : } . - S

EDITOR
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THY KINGDOM COME
IV. THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM

Reading : Daniel v,

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in the whole world for a testimony unto
all the nations: and then shall the end come”
{Matthew xxiv, 14), ‘

THE Gospel of the kingdom in its universal pro-
clamation leads up to the great consummation. If,
then, we hear this Gospel aright it will have a pro-
found effect upon our lives. We notice that the
Lord Jesus followed His announcement about the
worldwide testimony with a reference to Daniel
who, as we have already seen, was the prophet of
the coming kingdom,

“When therefore ye see the abomination of
desolation, which was spoken of by Daniel the
praphet, standing in the holy place {let him that
readeth understand), then let them thar are in
Judaea flee unto the mountains : let him that is
on the housetop not go down to take out the things
that are in his house * and let him that is in the
field not return back to take his cloke ” (Matthew
xxiv. 15-18).

The inference is that, if you understand what
Daniel is saying, It will move you to action, and
to very swift and decided action. We cannot be
passive or indifferent in the face of the challenge
which Daniel’s revelation gives us concerning the
kingdom which man has lost, and the recovery
through Christ of the kingdom of heaven.

MAN’S 1.OSS OF THE KINGDOM

In the historical part of the book we are toid of
three occasions when the kingdom was over-
thrown. The first was concerned with Nebuchad-
nezzar: “Q king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is
spoken: the kingdom is departed from thee”
(Dan. iv. 31); the second refers to Belshazzar:
“God hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought
it to an end ” (Dan, v. 26); and the last is dealt
with in chapter ix, which tells of Daniel’s broken-
hearted prayer over the tragically ruined kingdom
of Judah, A kingdom lost! Nebuchadnezzar lost
his kingdom for seven years ; the Jews lost theirs
for seventy years ; but Belshazzar lost his for ever.
And, in a way, they were all lost for the same
Teason. . :

In each case the kingdom was lost through

pride. If we had used a more general term, we
should have said that it was through sin, but there
seems to be a specific sin which relates to this
matter of the lost kingdom, and that is the sin of
pride. God's kingdom is the kingdom in which
there must be no pride. God is high and holy, but
God is not proud. God's King is the Lord Jesus
Christ, highly exalted and yet truly claiming to be
“meek and lowly in heart”, Even on the throne
of the universe He is still known as the Lamb, It
was when this other spirit of pride came into the
race that man lost his kingdom, and it is because
we all have that spirit of pride within us that we
are men of a lost kingdom,

PRIDE’S INDEPENDENCE

The three cases under consideration reveal three
different forms of pride. Nebuchadnezzar’s sin was
the pride of independence. He himself confessed
that he had walked in pride (iv. 37). It might be
thought that he had reason for boasting, since
Babylon with its hanging gardens was one of the
wonders of the world ; yet he could have done
nothing without God’s help. This was soon demon-
strated when that help was withdrawn, for his
reason left him and he became lower than the
meanest of his subjects. However successful or
prosperous we may be, the spirit which is seemly
in our relationship with God is one of deep and
humble gratitude. To act or think as though we
were self-sufficient is a sin ‘against the love of God.
- Conceit brings blindness. kt lays us open to de-
ception, That is why Nebuchadnezzar made the
mistakes which he did.

He mistook goodness for weakness, as many
have done since, who have drawn wrong conclu-
sioris from the favours which God has granted
them. Nebuchadnezzar received many blessings
from God ; he was helped and prospered by Him
in many ways. But instead of fearing God and sub-
mitting to Him in humble gratitude, he only des-
pised Him and swaggered along on his own proud
path of independence, as though he could manage
his own affairs and achieve glory without God, It
was a big mistake.

He also mistook a warning for a wonder, In
addition to all His other mercies, the Lord sent
him a warning in the form of a dream. At first
he was startled by the dream, and he must have
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was numbered and brought to an end. “ In that
I(ﬁght Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain ”
v. 30).

PRIDE'S REBELLION

The third case of a lost kingdom is referred to in
chapter ix, where we read of Daniel’s prayerful
grieving over the destruction of Jerusalem. This
tragedy was the saddest of the three, The people
of God had sinned in the face of such great privi-
leges, After all, Nebuchadnezzar was a heathen,
who could have had but little knowledge of the
true God. Belshazzar, it is true, had the one ex-
ample for good, but he had much influence for
evil all around him. Israel, however, were in a
different position aItogether They had enjoyed
every privilege, had been carefully instructed from
their beginnings, had been preserved from evil
influences and blessed with inspiring examples.
Yet in them, too, pride had found expression—the
pride of rebeilion. “ We have smned, and have
dealt perversely, and have done wickedly, and
have rebelled” (ix. 5); “for we have rebelled
against him ” (ix. 9).

God’s judgments did not come to Israel without
many warnings. They had not one prophetic vision
of warning, but very many such visions. In their
case it was not just one hand which wrote their
condemnation, but many, many messages which
were written by the prophets ; messages of tender
love and grace as well as of solemn appeal. But it
was all in vain. Pride is deaf as well as blind. The
Lord Himself could take no other course with His
people than to let them reap the bitter harvest of
their rebellion againsi His will, and so the judg-
ment fell. When Daniel was praying, the fill
seventy years of desolation were nearly completed.

The tide seems to have turned when Daniel
prayed on behalf of all the people, humbling him-
self in such confession as left no room at all for
pride. The answer from Heaven was immediate.
It always is, Daniel did not bring excuses ; he did
not make promises of amendment for the future,
Like the prodigal son, he poured out’ his con-
fession and asked for mercy. The prodigal’s father
did not let him finish his confession, He smothered
it with the kisses of pardon. Daniel did finish his
prayer, but as a maiter of fact the heavenly
messenger-did nat wait for him to get to the end :
“ At the beginning of thy supplications the com-
mandment went forth, and F am come . . .7 (ix, 23).
We have said -that God watches, that He - weighs
and that He warns: He also recovers with an ever-
lasting redemption.. oo C

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1956
THE NEW KINGDOM IN CHRIST

Man has lost his kingdom through- pride. There
is no need to labour that point any more, Daniel
tells of the frantic effarts of rulers and kings to
reverse that decision, and even indicates the appar-
ent success for a time of some who seek to possess
the kingdom in opposition to God’s chosen King.
But all such attempts-are doomed to failure, The
new kingdom from heaven is reserved for Him
who is “ meek and lowly in heart ”, the only One
in whom pride was never found at all. “His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall
not be destroyed ” (vii. 14).

Daniel’s frank confession and earnest plea for
undeserved mercy received an immediate answer.
The Lord is always eager to answer a prayer of
that kind. The answer was the promise of the
Saviour. God’s way of deliverance and the secret
of His new kingdom is fourd.in the coming of
“ the ancinted one, the prince ™ (ix. 25}, who is, of
course, Christ the Lord. He is our hope, The
Gospel shows the way out of man’s failure into-the
blessings of the kingdom of heaven: “ who de-
livered us out of the power of darkness, and trans-
lated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love ™
{Col. i. 13}. What a glorious kingdom this must
be! We are told that by means of His anointed
King God undertakes “ to finish transgression, and
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous-
ness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and io
angint the most holy ” {ix. 24). These are tremen-
dous undertakings. :

AN END OF SlNS

The first is ** to finish I.I'a[]bgl‘ﬁbSIOIl and to- makc
an end of sins . It would be useless for the Lord
to provide a sinless realm if He allowed uacleansed
sinners to enter in. No, the old kingdom went
wrong not because of environment but because of
man’s heart. For this reasomr the new kingdom
demands a new heart. Time does not remove trans-
gression, The sins which Daniel was praying about
had been committed vears and years before. He
was still remembering them. Past guilt is not only
still recorded in heaven, it has an uncomfortable
way of rising up anew in our own consciences and
memory, How can the past be blotted out? How
can sins be so dealt with that even God remembers
them no more for évér? The revelation which
camie to Daniel showed him how: it was by the
advent of this “ anocinted one ™ and above all by
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His atoning death, ©“ The anointed one shall be cut
off. but not for himself ” (ix. 36, A.v.).

Those who make a study of these things assure
us that the time prediction was absolutely accurate,
and that in truth the Lord Jesus was “ cut off ~ at
the end of the sixty-nine weeks. Our immediate
concern, however, is not with dates, but with the
glorious fact that Christ’s death on the Cross has
done what nothing else can ever do—it has put
away all sin, however dark it may be and however
long-standing. This perfect cleansing is founda-
tional for those who would have a part in the new
kingdom,

RECONCILIATION MADE

“To make reconciliation for iniquity ”, This is
the language not of the law-courts but of the home
and family. Sin has weighted the balances against
man and brought him into condemnation, but it
has also cansed a sad estrangement: it has broken
a love relationship which ought fo exist between
God and man. The captive Jews in Babylon were
separated from their native city by hundreds of
miles of desert, but that is only a faint picture of
the sinner’s separation from the Lord. The captives
could not return, Not only was the journey too
great and costly, but there was another kingdom—
“the power of darkness”-—which held them in
bondage, It needed the Lord to release thein as
well as 10 take them back. In the first place it was
for this earthly release and restoration that Daniel
prayed, but he was led on to speak of the greater
spiritnal deliverance, and the more difficult journey
back to God. This is the “ translation ™ which we
are offered—back to the heart and home of God ;
this is the reconciliation which has been made
through the blood of the Cross. There is no need
fotr distance, no nead for estrangement, no need
for vain regrets or empty longings, since grace
provides a warm welcome into the kingdom of
the Son of God’s love.

EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS

“To bring in everlasting righteousness ”." The
weakness of those Old Testament recoveries was
that they did not last. No doubt Nebucharnezzar
made many good resolutions after his restoration
to the kingdom, but, like us all, he certainly failed
to keep them, The Jews wkre no betier than he in
this respect. It was indeed a marvellous recovery
for the remnant to return and rebuild the desolated
city of Ferusalem, but alas! their righteoustess did
not last and a further and a worse destruction
came upon it. No human righteousness lasts, and

that is why no man can have a part in the eternal
kingdom apart from Christ. Tt is by the Gospel
that there is offered to man a new kind of right-
eousness, perfect and enduring—the righteousness
of God which is provided on th: basis of simple
faith in Christ.

MAKING THE PROMISES COME TRUE

“To seal up vision and prophecy There is
another rendering which reads: “to ‘make the
visions and the prophecies come true”, This is
certainly what Christ does. This kingdom of Christ
is the realm where all the promises of God have
their Yea and their Amen (II Cor. i. 20). Before
we enter His kingdom it may seem to us that the
promised blessings of the Gospel are just visionary
fancies, but those who are in that kingdom know
the joy of proving God’s power to implement His
promises,

Since Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego were
godly Jews, they were doubtless familiar with the
promise: “ When thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame
kindle npon thee™ (Is. xliii. 2); but they could
hardly have realised how wonderfully this would
be fulfilled in their case. We are not ahle to appre-
ciate the promises until we a¥€ desperatelifti-niced
of them. They proved that the Lord could make
the Protises come true. They were not burned ;
the flame did not kindle upon them, More than
this, the promise included an assurance of the
presenée of the Lord in the midst of the trial: He
had said that in the floods and the fires “* I will be
with thee ”. Even the ungodly could perceive that
this promise was being fulfilled. It was obviaus
that the Lord was walking with them in the midst
of the fiery furnace. This is just one example of i
personal experience, but in every realm it is trug
that the Lord is prepared and eager to fulfil His
Word to those who trust Him,

THE HCLY OF HOLIES

Then consummation of all fiie rest is the
promise “to anoint the most holy ™. In the first
instance thi§ referred to the restored temple, but
in the full spiritual sense it goes beyond earthly
places and buildings to the spiritual temple of the
Lord, the place of His indwelling by the Spirit.
We are apt to be apfialled by What man lost when
he lost the kingdom: wheteas the greatest tragedy
was the loss to God, In the samie way, we usually
emphasize the blessings which the new, eternal
kingdom of Christ brings to redeemed men. We
need to remember that the greatest feature is the
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srecovery for God of His place of honour and glory
‘ Fi’n His universe. The “end” which will come,
when the Gospel ITE been preached in all the
world for a testimony, is not just the termination
" of the day of grace, nor only the completion of the
number of forgiven sinners. It includes these, but

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1956

above-all else it means the satisfaction of God’s
heart-desire to dwell among men in holiness and
glory. e '
_This is the true objective of the prayer: * Thy
kingdom come ”, _
: H.F

. {concluded)

A GOD WHO HIDES HIMSELF
(An address, slightly condensed, given in Hongkong, 19th August, 1956}.

Reading : Luke xxiv. 13-37; John xx. 11-29;
I Peter i, 8 ; Isaiah xly. 15.

HAVE you ever noticed this statement in the
Bible—* a God that hidest thyself ”? I have tested
numbers of brothers and sisters with this question,
and have made the discovery that scarcely any of
God’s children have realised that His Word con-
tains such an expression ; nor do they really know
God as a God who hides Himself, They know Him
as the Almighty One, as the Righteous One, as
One full of grace and compassion ;: but as the One
who hides Himself He is unknown to them,

Note how Isaiah expresses this thought:
* Verily thou art a God who hidest thyself, O God
of Israel ”. This statement of his is most emphatic.
He is not talking empty words, the fruit of his own
imagination ; his utterance is based on an accumu-
lation of facts. He has looked at those facts, he
has studied those facts, and then he has come to
his conclusion: “ Thou art a God who hidest thy-
self, O God ”. What he has seen of God’s doings ;
what he has observed happen to Israel under the
hand of God ; what he has beheld of the experi-
ences of God’s people—all these observations
have forced the prophet to acknowledge that God
is a God who hides Himself, Why did Isaiah come
to this conclusion? If you read his book through
you will discover. It was because God did count-
less things in the midst of the children . of Israel,
and countless things in their personal lives, and
yet He concealed Himself. He was ceaselessly
working, yet He was always hidden. Very much
was being done by Him, yet the Israelites were
utterly ignorant as to who the doer was. Then one
day Isaiah exclaimed: “ Verily thon art a God
who hidest thyself, O God ™. : :

“NO MAN HATH SEEN GOD -
AT ANY TIME”

If you look into the history of the universe ; if
you look into the history of the Old Testament and
into the history of the New ; and if you carefully
examine the whole history of mankind, you will
arrive at thé same conclusion: God is a God who
hides Himself. This universe was created by Him ;
the heavens and the earth are the works of His
hand ; yet for six millennia men have beheld all
these things and not one man has ever seen God.
The Scripture says of the Old Testament times
that no- man ever saw Him ; but of the New Testa-
ment times it says: “ The only begotten Son, who
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him " (John i. 18). '

“And yet, when this Only Begotten Son came for
the very purpose of shiowing forth the Father, He
hid Him in a haman life—a human Lfe with a
*“ visage marred,” a human life that had “ no form
nor comeliness ™ (Is. Lii. 14 ; liii. 2). And He came
from Galilee, an insignificant province, and from
the town of Nazareth, a small town of which it was
said by the Jews that no prophet or person of
repuie ever came from there (John i. 46, vii. 52).
So, when He appeared, people not only found it
hard to believe that God was present in Him—
they found it hard even to believe that He was a
prophet of God. Yet God was hidden within Jesus
of Nazareth. ' '

A MATTER ‘OF TEMPERAMENT

Qne day, as | was pondering this, it occurred to
me as an amazing thing that God, who obvicuasly
desired to manifest Himself, should have hidden
Himself from men for 4P#yedoa-—from the crea-
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

tion to the end of the O.T. period, And when, in
the N.T. period, He came from heaven to earth
for the special purpose of revealing Himself to
men, He hid Himself once more—hid Himsell in
man. He appears, and then hides ; and He hides
Himself so effectively that no one can possibly
recognise Him, It seems as though He likes to act
that way, I believe He knows I do net :mean it
irreverently if I say: That is His temperament !

Let me illustrate, There are some brothers and
sisters who, whatever they do, do most unobtrus-
ively. If they bring you a drink of water, they
waich for an opportunity when you are looking
out of the window, then steal in guietly, put down
the water, and steal out again, When you turn
round you see a glass of water, but have no idea
who pm it there, I have met many brothers and
sisters who do things like that. When they do any-
thing for you, they do it so sileatly and secretly,
you don’t know who has done it. And we say—
That’s their temperameént! But there are brothers
and sisters of a totally different disposition, They
always make a great display. If (hey bring you a
glass of water, they bang the glass so that the noise
reaches you before the water does ; then in they
walk with a great flourish and say, ‘A glass of
water, Brother So-and-Sot’

Once I visited a certain church where one of the
sisters had been appointed to act as hostess. Oh !
that sister simply filled the place. She was so big
she obscured the whole church ; T could not catch
sight of the elders, or the deacons, or the brothers,
or the sisters, for the sight of her. Wherever 1
looked, there she was. I she brought you any-
thing, she always did it ostentatiously. Let me
tell you, Brothers and Sisters—that was her
temperament !

GOD HIDDEN IN A MAN

‘And let me tell you, our God is not like that. He
never makes any display: He is too great, But the
marve] is that He remains so hidden, We know He
is great, exceedingly great, unutterably great ; yet
He could make Himself small enough to take up
His abode in a Man, Jesus of Nazareth. And this
Man belonged to a poor home and grew up to be
a carpenter—a very ordinary carpenter, working
in a very small way, till He was thirty. Who ever
would have thought He was indwelt by God, the
infinite God? True, after He entered upon His
public- ministry, He did -at times work’ signs and
wonders, and He did at times say extraordinary
things ; but then He would w1thdraw and hide
Himself again. -

If you study the Scriptures carefuily, you will
see that God has the kind of temperament that dis-
likes ostentation. He likes to work secretly rather
than openly. He cteated the universe, and then hid
Himself in it, until we do not know where to lind
Him. He took up His abode in a Man, but that
Man was almost unknowable. On first meeting
Him, men just saw a mim called Jesus, of Nazareth.
On meeting Him a second time they recognised in
Him a man of more than average intellect; and
on the third time of meeting, they thought He
must be a prophet. When they met Him still later,
they fe.t: ‘Oh, this man is surely more than a
prophet!’ But to discover exactly who He was,
was no easy matter. Even His disciples, during
their three-and-a-half years in His company, did
not arrive at a true knowledge of Him. All this
tells us that He was continually hiding Himself.
He would manifest Himself for a moment, and
then would conceal Himself again,

Once, on the Mount of Transfiguration, He re-
vealed Himself clearly; but He hid again. and
even told tne three who were with Him not to
tell others what they had seen. And though they
had been witnesses of the Transfiguration, later
on they themselves were tossed between faith and
doubt. What was the cause of their bewilderment?
Just this—that no sooner had He revealed Himself
than He would hide Himself once more.

“WHOM NOT HAVING SEEN YE LOVE”

Though Christianity has spread all over the
world, not a soul can say that his eyes have
actually beheld Jesus, Tt is a startling fact that,
though Christianity has such a place on the carth,
Jesus is concealed from the earth, Brothers and
Sisters, does the wonder of it not strike you? Do
you believe in the Lord Jesus? You say, ‘ Yes.
Do you love the Lord Jesus? You say. ‘T do.” The
heathen may ask yon, * Where did you meet Him?”
And not only will they raise questions, you your-
seli will raise questions. I remember over twenty
years ago I'used to wonder if I had been deceived.
I loved Jesus intensely, I believed in Him heartily ;
but T had never seen Him, Had I perhaps come
under the irfinence of men? How could I love
someone I had never seen? How could I believe
in someone my eyes had never beheld? 1 began to
doubt,

But the astonishing thing was this—that, just as
I was questioning, I fell on my knees and prayed :
“Q, Lord Jesus, Youre too good: You're:too
loveable: You're too trustworthy.” And even
while I was kneeling in prayer this mind of mine
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

He dwells within, yet withholds the consciousness
of His indwelling, He is truly in you, and is truly
working in you, and working wonderful  things,
tremendous things ; but His disposition is not the
disposition of the one we spoke of who loved to
make a display. He is a God who hides Himself.

FAITH AND LOVE IN AN UNSEEN ONE

Let me cite another illustration, One evening,
when the doars were shut whete some of His dis-
ciples were gathered, the Lord appeared. Later
Thomas came along and declared: *“ Except 1
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and
put my finger into the print of the nails, and put
my hand into his side, I will not believe.” The
Lord felt for him in his weakness, and one day he
allowed him to see and to feel. Then Thomas
bowed his head and worshipped, saying: “ My
Lord and my God.” But Jesus said to him: “ Be-
cause thou hast seen me, thou hast believed :
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed.” (John xx. 24 - 29). * Your disposition is
one that loves to see, but 1 love a disposition that
believes where it cannot see, for I Jike to hide
Myself.’

Peter had some experience by the time he wrote
his first epistle, and he could say: “ Whom not
having seen ye love.” That is a marvellous thing.
Where would you find a2 man who could love a
fellow-man he had never seen? But Peter says
that, though you have never seen the Lord, you
love Him ; and he goes on to say: “ On whom,
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye re-
joice.” (I Pet. i. 8). Faith and love are in an Unseen
One. :

May the Lord show us how different He is from
our conteption of Him. If there is great exhilara-
tion in our meetings we say: ‘Oh, the Lord is
truly in the midst!” But such a condition is no
evidence of reality. On the other hand, when the
atmosphere is heavy and you find vourself think-
ing thoughts like these:— Alas! T don’t love the
Lord as 1 ought! How reluctant I've been to pay
the price! How I've failed to honour Him in my
life!’-~then the God who hides Himself is posi-
tively at work in your life, Sometimes when you

are out on the street, or in your room, thoughts
such as these come to you—-* What is the purpose
of my life? What is the Lord getting out of it?"—
and 1t does not dawn upon you that that is the
Lord at work within you. Let me tell you: those
faint registrations in the depths of your being,
those slight suggestions you thought were wholly
your own because they were so natural—those
were the Lord’s doing, The God who hides Him-
self is at work within your life, but He has hidden
Hintself “so effectively that you have been quite
unconscious of His activity, And He is working
outwardly as well as inwardly—in your homie, in
your business, in all your circumstances, He is
creating many situations and is active in many
directions, though He lets you sense nothing of it.
untll you imagine these things have just come
about naturally ; but boih the inner and outer con-
ditions of your life are under His control.

The very fact that the Church has continued on
this earth for well-nigh two thousand years is the
result of the working of Him who is a God that
hides Himself, It is often true that the greater the
display accompanying any work, the less the
Divine content ; and the more silent the work and
the less our awareness of it, the greater the Divine
content. Since all the work we do is done unto Him
who hides Himself, it must be based on faith, not
on sigin,

I trust these words will help some of us to realise
that when we are most conscious of impotence,
God is often most powerfully present. Don’t look
for greater things. Don’t look for things other than
they are, Don’t set your expectation on some great
vision, or on some great experience. And don’t
expect anything outward: for the God who hides
Himself is at work within your life, and He is
working mightily. Your responsibility is to co-
operate with Him by responding to His voice with-
in—that “ still small voice ”, that voice that seems
so much a part of your own feelings that you
scarcely recognise it as a voice at all. To that
voice, registered in the deepest depths of your be-
ing, you must say, *“ Amen” ; for there, secretly
and ceaselessly, the God who hides Himself is
working.

W. L.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE. VOICE OF THE MASTER‘

3

J EREMY'! Go home at once!® Mairon’s voice
was very firm, and it sounded as if she was used
to being obeyed when she spoke. Still Jeremy did

not mové. He had no wish to be rude. Truth to
tell, he was just a little afraid of Matron, and did
not wish to crosg her. * Go home!® she had said,
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE CONTROVERSY OF Z1ON

(Il THE CONTROVERSY IN THE
REALM OF CHRISTIAN PROFESSION

{a) PERSONAL INTERESTS

NEXT we must consider Zion, and the testimony
of Zion, in relation to the realm of Christian pro-
fession and tradition—that realm in which, with
the name of Christian or of Christ, the natural soul
has its kingdom, It is a terrible thing to say, but it
is true, that right there, with the Christian title,
there is that which is after all only the kingdom
of the soul of man, the natural life. You find—we
say it with grief—that there is correspondence, in
principle, even there in the realm of Christian pro-
tession, to all that you have in the world, All the
same eclements are active, commercially and
socially. Whence come jealousies, rivalries, ambi-
tions, personal interests? You find them all rife
and in riot in a certain realm callad Christian.
They do not come from God, they do not come
from the Spirit of God, they do not come from
heaven.

Yes, there are rivalries in Christianity, in Christ-
ian work, in Christian interests; jealousies for
Christian things ;. personal interests to bring men
into position, ifito reputation, into influence. You
touch them, and you meet something—a kick-
back. Christianity is a sphere of many selfish,
natural, personal ambitions. Men sport themselves
in the realm of Christianity, to get advancement,
to gratify their own natural desires. One grieves
to say that, but it is a fact. We know it so well.
That is one dspect of the realm of Christian pro-
fession. The ‘ eves as a flame of fire ’ see through
it ; they know all about it.

(b) ZEAL WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE

Another aspect is that it is a realm of * zeal with-
out knowledge’, and that is a terrible realm, a
terrible kind of thing, “ Zed! . . . but not according
to knowledge” (Rom, x: 2): a kind of shadow
land where men are seen ‘as trees walking ™—
that is, there is something indistinct in spiritual
apprehension, there is no power or capacity or
faculty for discriminating between what is spiritual
Christianity and what is “ soulical® Christianity ;
things are all mixed up and confused. In so much
that is going on, you cannot draw even a thin line
betweon man’s soul and its ambitions and its acti-
vities and its heats, and what is rcally purely of
the Spirit of God. It is all so mixed up. there

seems to be no ability to discriminate or discern
between the two. Therefore many innocent people
are carried away by the semblance of things, think-
ing that it is something quite good and quite right.
But everything is indistinct, confused, with very
limited revelation,

This was the kind of thing with which Paul had
to do in Judaism: a confusijon of the okl covenant
with the new, an attempt to mix them up and make
a Jewish Christianity, making one thing of Juda-
ism and Christianity ; Judaizing Christianity and
Christianizing Judatsm, leaving no gap between
and no difference. Paul was up against that, No,
these two things belong to. two different realms
and kingdoms altogether, One belongs te the realm
of the soul, and the other belongs to the realm of
the Spirit, and there is a cleavage to be nrade be-
tween these, a discrimindtion, a cutting through.

Much is being fought for that is believed to be
the truth-—and yet after all it is only a legalistic
mterpretation of the truth. There is so much fail-
ure and so much inability to grasp the meaning of
the truth. Need 1 point out that there is a vast
difference between the statement of a irutn in
Scripture, and God’s meaning in that statement?
If yon are not able to discriminate between these
two things, you will be in constant confusion,

That 15 just what we find, Here is the letter, but
what did God mean by that? If you cannot dis-
criminate, you can take that letter to support a
thousand different opposing things ; you can take
any bit of Scripture and use it to support some-
thing that is entirely in conflict with another thing
based upon the same Scripture. Ii needs the Holy
Spirit’s enlightenment, interpretation, witness and
government, to bring us to the truth of the Word.

Now, God has a controversy with that sort of
thing, For His true testimony, He will have a con-
troversy with what is called Christianity as surely
as He had with Judaism. He will indeed, and very
likely it will rage in greater intensity in that realnr
than in any other. I cannot follow that further, but
this is a matter about which the Lord has very
real concern. Zion represents, amongst all the
other things which it represents; the transparent
light of heaven. Zion’s light—" thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon.thee”
(Is. Ix. I)}—is absolute transparency, clear seeing of
issues, clear discrimination. That is what Paul
meant when he spoke about discerning the Lhings
that differ (Phil. i. 10), As you know, he was speak-
ing about, not the wrong and the right, but the
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

would be to ask that the fleece might be wet be-
cause the ground all around was wet. This was
the one sign he did not ask for; it would have
been no sign at all. Yet so often that is the request
that we bring to the Lord. If only the Church as
a whole were at a high level of spiritual life, how
we would prove that the Lord was with ws, If
only our local church or assembly were different,
how much easier it would be for us! God’s man
is the one who can know in the midst of prevailing
weakness and failure that the Lord is with Aim.

HIS BASIS IS OUR WEAKNESS

There was no conceit or self-confidence in the
response which Gideon gave to the message, which
had only made him more aware of his utiter in-
adeguacy. He marvelled that God could be so
committed to such as he. His second question was
not concerning things around him but about him-
self, “ . .. 1 save Israel?” he asked, “ . . . my family
is the poorest . .. and I am the least . ..” This is
where the Lord’s servant must begin. There is no
true basis for God’s backing until we have been
brought very low in sincere realisation that we in
ourselves can supply nothing at all to help God.
Our only contribution is the raith that enables His
strength to be known in our weakness.

This basis must be maintained. Gideon began by
being nothing, but the Lord saw to it that he con-
tinued to be nothing in himself, His was the story,
not of growing strength, but of weakness made
still more weak. For the Lord to continue to be
with him, he must not be permitted to gain
strength in his own eyes or in the eyes of others.
That is the explanation of the great reduction in
his army, till it reached the pitifully inadequate
three hundred. God had been working toward this
very end. “ By the three hundred , ., . will I save
you”, He told Gideon: not because they were
marvellous men, but just because they represented
this . very element of human weakness counting
only on Divine strength.

The actual method of deliverance—the torches
and the broken pitchers—only pressed home this
essential principle, proving anew that so long as
it was maintained the Lord continued to be “with”
them. Furthermore, when the battle seemed to be
won and Gideon was following up the enemy,
there was no change; for we are told that he
“came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the
three hundred men that were with-him, faint, yet
pursuing ” (Judges viii. 4). They are in the victory,
yet in themselves they are without .irength, *
faint, yet pursuing”. What temptations in that
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faintness to wonder whether the Lord was really
with them now! What temptations to give up the
pursuit because of their own exhaution! Even at
that advanced point of the story, Gideon was still
on the same basis with the Lord of personal weak-
ness and inadequacy,

Was the Lord “ with ™ him? Clearly the men of
Succoth very much doubted it, and so did those
of Penuel. One would have thought that by this
time they would have recognised the hand of the
Lord upon His servant ; but ne, they despised him
still, or at best they doubted him. They would give
him no bread, nor commit themselves in any way
to him, for all the evidence seemed to be against
the success of this pursuit of his. ““ Are the hands
of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that
we should give bread unto thine army?” they
asked (viit. 6). There was no denying the great vic-
tory already achieved, and which the rest of Israel

. were busy enjoying and celebrating: but Gideon

and his few, as they pressed on to consummate the
victory, still had to contend with those who had
the greatest questions as to whether the Lord
would still be with them ; they still had to press
on, regardless both of their own conscious weak-
ness and of the taunts of those who might have
helped them.

GIDEON'S TWO SIGNS

It is clear, then, that this matter of the Lord’s
backing demands a constant exercise of faith. This
is the explanation of the two signs which Gideon
sought of and was given by the Lord, They were
encouragements to active faith, not evidences to
make farth unnecessary.

~ (a) DEW ON THE FLEECE

In the first instance, Gideon asked that there
should be dew on the fleece only, and that it
should be dry upon all the ground. And so it was :
for the next morning when he wrung out the fleece
he gathered a bowlful of water (Judges vi. 37, 38).
This, then, is the experience of the man who has
God with him. He is not affected by the deadness
and dryness which surround him: he does not
have to wait for general blessing and. for helpful
circumstances: alone in the midst of inertia and
even opposition he can keep alive and fresh by
direct dealings with Heaven. He does-not have to
depend on atmospheres, for by his communion
with the Lord he brings his own spiritual atino-
sphere. He does not lahguish and complain be-
cause of surrounding. -deadness, but himself
abounds in fresh life by the Spirit.. L
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. Quite rightly, Gideon made vital experience the
test of Divine commission. Human qualifications,
popular approval, official recognition—all this
meant nothing to him. The one essential was that
of abundant spiritual life direct from its source in
God. It did not matter whether the people were
with him, but it mattered supremely that he should
be sure that God was with him, The answer
through this first sign was an abundant one. The
fieece was not only moist—it was wringing wet,
satgrated with dew in an area where no dew had
fallen,

(b) DEW ON THE GROUND

In a sense, the second sign which Gideon asked
for required a greater miracle than the first. “ Let
me prove, | pray thee, but this once with the fleece;
let it now be dry upon the fleece, and upon all the
ground let there be dew ™ (vs. 39). If our reading
of the first sign was correct, this request was a
very remarkable one. Gideon invited the Lord to
withhold : to prove the reality of His presence by
allowing His servant to be dry when there was
freshness and moisture all around,

This sign means, just as the first one did, that
God’s servant does not draw his resonrces from
those around him. When they are dry, he need not
be dry . but when they are watered that is not to
say thai he too will be watered. The obvious mean-
ing is that still he is entirely dependent upon
heaven. But it means much mofe, It means that
there can be confirmation of a spiritual position by
withholding as well as by supplying. There are
times when any true servant of the Lord pauses
to enquire whether, after all, the flow of his mini-
stry is not coming from nature’s source. It is poss-
ible to get so used to praying that prayer becomes
glib and easy. The words may conie so freely that,
it we are not careful; they will have no meaning.
It i§ possible to grow so-accustomed to preaching,
or to testifying, that ideas, phrases; messages pour
out without the need for deep spiritual exercise.

Under such circumstances, it: may be that the
Lord can best reassure as to His power by keeping
His servant dry, though all-around may seem to be
active-with life. 1o’ a sense this is a sign to the
spiritital, - It can be very painful. It can, alas; be
ignored, as the Lord’s servant forces his way on
in activities without anointing. Yet it can be a most
blessed confirmation of a spiritual relationship of
deep dependence;. of the kind described by:the
Lord Jesus when He .insisted:. “1 canof myself
do nothing ™ (John v/:30). Happy the man who
through the Lord’s withholdings can still hear: Hlm
saying: *““The Yord:is with: thee 1" e
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“ And God did so that night . . .” This seems
to have been enough for Gideon. The verse marks,
not only the end of a chapter of the Bible, but an
end to all doubts and questions as to whether the
Lord was willing to stand behind him. After this
a new chapter opens, with God’s servant rising up
early to prepare for the battle. It was worth wait-
ing for. The double sign was of supreme import-
ance, We dare not become involved in an enter-
prise which entajls spiritual conflict unless we
have solid reasons for believing that the Lord has
called us to it and will see us through.

THE LORD WITH US FOR A PURPOSE

The original assurance to Gideon was given in
the light of a definite call to a specific task. The
Holy Spirit’s presence and power (s always associ-
ated with such definiteness, Gideon was not given
g general assurance that, whatever he liked to
undertake in the interests of the kingdom, he
would find the Lord backing him up. It was not
like that at all. His course was to be a clearly
defined one. His calling was quite specific. It was
with this in view, and on the assumption that he
would devote himself to this calling, that the angel
assured him: “ The Lord is with thee ™,

Gideon is a type of the Church, or, perhaps
better, of a spiritual remnant in the Church, It is
called for a purpose, and if it will only ascertain

- what that purpose is and devole itself to the Lord

for it, there will be no lack of Divine support. “ Lo,
1 am with you . . .”, the Lord Jesus said, and
surely He meant “ with ” you in the sense that the
Lofd was-* with-”* Gideon, The full power of all
His heavenly resources by the Spirit is freely avail-
able, so long as the people of God are true to their
calling. Like Gideon, they will begin in great weak-
ness, and like him they will find that the Lord
takes steps to keep them so, and even to weaken
them further. Faith will be tested, enemies will
multiply ; those who should give help may doubt
and deride: but what do these matter if only they
¢an be assured -of the Lord’s backing?- -

This trath also applies to the individual be-
liever. How can a man know that the Lord will be
“with ” him after this fashion? Only by humbly
fulfilling his own calling: The baptism of the Spirit
is not in order to free individuals to ecmbark on
any spiritual enterprise they choose, with the easy
assumption that the Lord is now “ with ” them: it
is the hringing: together of all the members in life
npiop with one-anather in the Lord (I Corinthians
xit.-13); Thus, as members together of this-complex
whole, set in the Body so that each may falfil its
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

That makes conversion something very much
bigger than just being saved, does it not? It is not
just a matter of becoming a Christian. There is
this immense background to our being called. The
Holy Spirit has, so to speak, ‘got to work’ in
relation to the appointed Heir of all things: you
and I are coming under the hand of the Holy Spirit
as a part of that inheritance. Our very calling in
grace is according to that purpose, and our calling
therefore is something tremendous. It is not only
our calling, The beginning of our Christian life is
not something merely incidental. It is fundamental
to the whole scheme of things in relation to the
Lord Jesus,

THE BELIEVER’S CONSCIOUSNESS

I think it is true to the experience of most, if not
all, of those who respond to the Spirit’s influence
and call, that, following that response, there comes
into being, there settles down within, a sense of
belonging, of being owned, possessed. We feel: “ 1

« know now where I belong—this is teally where [

NS

£

i

belong. I felt that T did not belong to anything Gr
anybody before, but now I know I belong, and

to Whom I belong.” It is a sense of being taken

into possession, It is a matter of ownership.

That is why there springs immediately from the
lips of thdse who have responded to the Spirit the
word ‘ Father’. Paul says to the Galatians that the
Spirit of God has been put into our hearts, and
thereby we cry ‘ Abba, Father’: and what does
‘Father’ mean if it does not mean belonging?
And again, ‘Lord’: the first ejaculation of Paul
after his apprehending was ° Lord ’. We love that
word, but we did not always love the idea of being
‘lordgd . It is foreign to human nature (5 Be
lorded over. There is a revolt in the whole human
race against being lorded over by anything or any-
body, but it is the Christian’s delight to use that
word * Lord "—Dominus—and to be * dominated
by HimMaster —that word is music to the
Christian, as applied to the Lord Jesus ; but how
the natural man hates the idea of ‘ master’!

This is the consciousness that comes in. We are

not compelled or forced ; it is spontanecus. The

Spirit has brought us_home, brought us into our
rightful ownership, This is how it ought to be, For
that was all arranged long, long before we had a
being. We belong to Somebody, we are Some-
body’s inhieritance ; that is where we belong,

THE BELIEVER’S CONFIDENCE

This leads surely to the believer’s confidence.
There is a tremendous value for us 'n the place of
Christ in God’s scheme of things, 1{ really, in the
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* before-times-eternal °, we were made a heritage,
included in the inheritance of the Son, and the
Spirit calls, do you think theré is goifig to be any
difficulty in our acceptance? It is altogether out of
keeping with this whole scheme of thiugs to have
any question at all as to whether we shall be ac-
cepted. If you had an inheritance, and that inherit-
ance was brought within your reach, do you think
there would be any argument as to whether it
could be accepted? None at all. And so this very
ereat, deep, blessed truth of Christ’s inheritance
in the saints gives us a ground of confidence as to
our acceptance, There is no question about it, we
belong to Him—why have any question as to
whether we shall be accepted?

Of course, He has dbne everything to make our
acceptance a blessed reality and to dispose of any-
thing in the way, What a ground of assurance!
This whole question of assurance amongst be-
lievers is so often challenged by the Devil and
every demon that he has, with the object of shak-
ing confidence, shaking assurance, bringing in
doubt, Why?-—there is no ground for it at all, It
is not contingent upon our worthiness, or anything
about us—except that we believe it. Long before
this terribly complicated make-up of ours had any
acceptance, the whole thing was planned. We were
given to the Lord Jesus, and we belong to Him.
What a ground of assurance, then! It stands
rooted in eternity . it stands rooted in the Divine
counsgls, If you have heard the Spirit’s call, that is
not just something belonging to this moment or to
this life, That is something which ranges all the
ages and goes right back to the beginning. I say
again: What a ground of assurance!

And He will keep surely that which belopgs to
Him, “1 am persuaded that he is able to keep”
(II Tim, i. 12}, Is the Lord Jesus able to keep what
is put into His hanlls and what really belongs to
Him from eternity past? Is He able to keep it?
What a ground of assurance for keeping! We need
have no worry about to-morrow, about the future.
He is able to keep. Oh, those mighty words of the
Apostle— Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ?” (Rom. viii. 35} —followed by a cata-
logue of everything conceivable that might be
thought to have the power of separating—only to
be swallowed up by: ‘1 am persuaded, none of
these things—“ we are morg than conquerors
through him that loved us.” Why? Simiply because
we belong to Him.

THE CHURCH’S MESSAGE

We have seen something of the believer’s life,
as to what lies behind the call, as to what accom-

\\
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panies the call, for assurance, for confidence for
the future. What about the Church’s message?
You see, the Church’s message is called a proclam-
ation. The word Tifo$t Tharacterisiic of the fifiction
of the messenger of Christ is that he is a herald.
It is a herald’s business to make a proclamation,
ap anhouncement, a_declafation. What is the
message? It is an announcement. it is a declara-
tion, it is a proclamation—and, mark you, this
means far more than may appear on the surface—
- that all things belong to the Lord Jesus.
EveTy -iiiisaved man and woman belongs, by
right, to the Lord Jesus. This world, in every spot,
" by. right belongs to the Lord fesus. Put your foot
down just where you are and say, ‘ This place be-
longs to Christ by right!” The Holy GRost takes
; account of that, stands on that. Oh, yes: although
He has not got them, they belong to Him. But,
you see, it raises tremendous issues, If you declare
the fact that men and women belang to the Lord
Jesus by every right of creation and redemption,
as His inheritance: if you declare it, if you make
E it known, then if they refuse they are held as guilty
\gof rebellion against the rightful owner, It precipi-
tates a very positive, clear-cut issue. If there
should be reading these lires an unsaved person—
any person who does not recognise the absolute
ownership of the Lord Fesus—and you are not, in
the presence of this declaration, ceding Him His
rights, you are positively guilty of rebellion against
; God’s appointed Heir. It raises a tremendous issue.
i And it goes beyond that. If you belong to the Lord
| Jesus, by right of God’s giving and appointing, and
" you do not give Him yourself, you are robbing
. Jesus Christ of His rights. It is a very positive
issue, You are in the category of a robber of God,
and that is very serious. o e
So this is the proclamation. There is the good
side, the Gospel side, of this. It is a grand thing, on

e =

—_—

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER | 1956

the grounds which we have set forth, to know that
1 really belong to the Lord Jesus. Recognising and
acknowledging that, there is no question as to
whether He will accept what belongs to Him;
there is no question as to whether He will keep
what belongs to Him ; there is no question as to
the destiny of what belongs to Him. All I have to
do is to believe and to cede to Him His.. )
This 15 the work of the messenger, the herald,
the proclaimer. The Holy Spirit is said to be com-
mitted to this, If we make the right ptoclamation
or take the right position in relation to Christ’s
place in God’s scheme of things, the Holy Spirit
comes in on thaf. It may be that very of‘éen the
mﬁ% come in and precipitate issues
because we are not clear-cut enough as to what
this whole thing is about. It is about nothing less
than Christ’s Heirship of all things. Bring that in,
and the Holy Spirit will come with tremendous
conviction, We make the issue so much less—
usually what the individual is going to get as the
benefit of coming to the Lord Jesus—instead of

primarily the rights of the Lord Jesus Himself, If-

we proclaim Him as Lord, the Holy Spirit will get
His seal to that, In the unsaved or in the saved,
when we cede anything to Him as_Lord, let Him
take His place as Lord on any point, the Holy
Spirit bears Witness. That is always His ground.

So the Spirit is comimtted to calling according
to purpose, to séalifig fhose wﬁﬁﬁ'ognd,‘ to comn-
forming them to the image of God’s Son, and to
guiding them into all the truth relaied to God’s
purpose.

That is'Christ’s place. It is a deep thing of God,
it is a big thing, it is an immense thing, but this
has been revealed, amongst many other things, to
us by the Spirit, May the Lord strengthen us by
His Word,

T. A-S.

THE

NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS

at HONOR OAK

will be held, the Lord willing, on

SATURDAY, Januarj} 5.,at3.30 & 6.30 pm.
Lorp’s DAy, January 6, at 11 a.m., 3:30 & 6.30 p.m.
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

- THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of the Lord’s people who desire
to come for the value of the spiritual ministry of
the Centre,

It is available for this purpose throughout the
year.

The limited amount of accommodation makes
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

Those who are interested at any time should -
make application to Mr, or Mrs. A. G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Qak Road, London, S.E.23, Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609.
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