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A WITNESS %
<z z

A bi-monthly ministry by which it is sought to lead the Lord’s people into a greater fulness of
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The paper is maintained by the offerings of those who value it.

JANUARY—FEBRUARY, 1947. No. 1, Vol. 25,

Editor’s Letter

Beloved of God,

It is a great joy that, with this issue of the *“ Witness and Testimony,”” we are so much
nearer our pre-war size, Not quite as large as originally, but considerably larger than for all
these war years. We are trusting that this is but a part of enlargement in geperal, so far
as this mimstry is concerned, and that the law of the grain of wheat is in operation again.
There are not lacking signs that this may be so. Not only have we known the outward
straitening which has been the lat of so much of the work of God, but never before have
we experienced so intense and bitter spiritual pressure and conflict. ** Pressed out of measure ’
has certamly been our experience, but we believe to have the other side as our testimony—

‘ In pressure hast thou enlarged me.””

We want to say again at the commencement of this year that our burden of message is
the fulness of Chrisi, Not the establishment or extension of a Movement; not the propaga-
tion of a particular Teaching; not the constituting of a new ** Fellowship ”; but Christ! We
have no tradition to keep going, and nothing here on this earth that we want to preserve.
We think that we have seen something—however little—of God’s thoughts and intentions for
His Son, and if we do not follow the generally recognised and established system and order
of orgamsed Christianity it is only because we have seen how much this limits real spiritual
measure and so often puts zAmgs in either His place or His way. We feel that the New Testa-
ment shows that the Holy Spirit can do His work quite effectively and adequately in direct

. spiritual ways. In some measure we have proved this through the years. Hence for silent,
steady, deep, and growing spiritual work it is possible to dispense with very much that has
become the strength of the Christianity of our time,

Our motto for the vear embodies our experience and our faith, ** 1 will work and who
shall hinder? ”’ God is working ** all things after the counsel of his will,"” and that ‘' counsel
of his will ”’ is specific and concrete. It is ‘¢ the eternal purpose which he purposed in
Christ.” That purpose is to fill all things with Christ, and to ‘' sum up all things in Christ.*
To be in line with this is to be in the way of unfrustrated purpose. It then only resolves
itself into a matter of whether we are more or less in immediaze fellowship with God in His
way, method, patience, and suffering. The nearer we are to His spiritual mind the greater the
cost of all that it just natural or carnal or earthly. After all, it 1s the measure of what is
essentially spiritual that matters and counts.

The Lord give us all the grace needed to *° wholly follow the Lord,” and to be true to
the fullest spiritual value, whatever the cost. We would pray, then, that this year shall be
one of very preat spiritual increase—the increase of Christ—in every one of our readers, in
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KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST AFTER THE
SPIRIT
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t6 reeonstitute ewemutihing acumdiimg to Clhrist.
We were especially emphasising the fiact thit
He stands aloene; there is not amother, thene
fiever has been another, Son of Mam im His
particular sense, and that im itself iindiicaies
What Ged is deimg. There has come ouft fiam
heaven, from Geod, one Who iis diffnentt fiom
all ethers, and in the very difference isdif
there is implied the mind and the imtrtioon of
Ged, inasmuch as that One has been so witaliby
felated to the race. We were sesing how tiait,
on the ene hand, there was such a frediingy thait
He was one with alll shades, aspets amd phases
of the race, He fitted in—with mem, women,
and chilldren: with rich and poor :: with lksammdi
and unlesrned. There was mever a Stralin, &
embairassment;, a sense that He was am ouit-
sider, in any one instance. . He ffitted im watth
different nationalities. On the other e,
while everybody felt His kinshugp witth tihem,
* they also felt just as stranglhy how outiside Hie
was, how diffierert. That is umigue. To e
86 utterly other and outside and difffments, andi
not of this race im a very real semss, and yeit
te fit in without any friction or sraim, wine
things are open and unforced, that is makt
natural. The only strain that ever @rose ws
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determination not to have Him, or of wilkwl
sin, deliberate unbelief, the closed hesatt.
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mmivid, He comes imto a situation wividh is
wrang; He does not comdione iitt, mor somille wpam
it, nor accept it, His whole nature is migitt et
side of itt; and yet His touch with the persons
involved is one that does mnot mecsssamily
afienate them, nor drive them away, mor pro-
voke them, irritate them, stir them to aattegmn-
isih. He comes into the situwation @nd the efftadt
iis either that they yield to His imfluence amd
He is able to lift them out off the wwang, ar
they revolt positivelly and turm away. 1 coudd
cite instances. 1 am asking you to lowk at the
life of the Master with this spimitell thoughitt
in view.

Consider the woman taken im sin. Do youw
think He accepted that, or was sympathetic t®
it, or could condone it? Do you met think thidi
there was a revulsion im ﬁmxm& tthe tin
He could not have any ip with it
might well have come to this womam with a
frown and caused her to cringe, to shwink, t@
break out im despair. He is outside of i, you
know what His nature is, but oln! He is able
to come near and touch her im such a way theit
she is not alienated nor drivem offf, she is lifted
and helped. Now that is a simple indittts,
but I say it is a most difficult thing to dio im
a world like this, and onlly Clistt 1im w8 cam
enable us to do itt; but it is sometthing we have

to look at.
What is the object of Christinm teadhng
It is to present us with things lixe this aema
make us face them im prayer. The t g
cannot de it, but we ¢an take it to the Iumj
We can say, Lord, heie | am m &m% ber
I have to toueh things agaimst winh
revolts, all that is of h@@ h e m
could very easily make these 1@@@9 @
I f@el about i, and % fé@
them away from Thes. @y ]h%\% ffés
W@n, they have t@ feel a li t gg‘%m{/
than a erushing: hat Iamikr
i@ﬁl ' Really, a hife m lmae %ﬂﬂ@ﬂ Wit %rré
Lord Jesus will be like %ha% Y As he 1n, exrm
50 are we W this werld ¥ (4 Jehn 1 1), @éﬁ
yau reet peeplse of this wewq,
Manner, course and system 5 ’r‘é‘(fblﬁ
soul, and make them Teel somethin

your presence—rtiat y@w are nek ttln%w Wy

and t ey/ KRow i&=2a yet net aliehate

from th @ @fd ? %@ﬁ it is one of the difficuli

things for us heve. uult am Gt sume thak

that is the m@%mg of knowing @hﬁ%& Bt

affar thﬁ flesh but a f@r the Spwife. . That 1%
the meanings of the new eiealion. We

ﬂave n@wm 59 maﬂy wellipeaing iR
whe have swmply ?@Hé &hmgh &h@ WA
Making enemies, peeple;, malung

them hate hmﬁmfw Fhat 15 Ret @Pﬁ*ﬁtt

Now, the diffitculby is How to dio thet wiilee
semdimg o tear—withontt yidthimg, withoomt tooom -
ise;; tutt tivene it 2 gyveme wff @i thet caan
itt. The Londl Pesus diidd it, sandl if ftieare iss
amy mesaming) @t dllim aur Hewiing the Sgpiiit off
Chmistt, tihe Jpintt off Jesus, the mesaningg iss
pnwumll—m can dio it tom.  Hiiks cdboseresss aff
towadh, symypstihy, unterdtanding, fddsbasaaces,
;gmﬁlmm ltmmuffﬁarmm rrmmlﬂ’uﬂness ardl yptt
His complete ‘* otfremesss’” off meetture—that iss
Chimiistt afiter the Spitt.
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Yass, mind could come im, and wiho coulld steard
up against Him im that realm? Some of His
answers silemoed, paralysed, those who waie
cleverest. Look at some of the amsweris He
gives, some of the ways He deals witth 2 prob-
lem. They think they have Him this time,
there is no way out. A simple statement, andl
the whole thing collapses; they have moit gpit
Himm at alll! But the poimt is this—while these
things are there, they are balanced; there iis
never strength of will to the hurt of senslﬁbliltw
there is never stremgth of emoition to the
damage of rightful sexamibty. He dioes mett
allow His heart to rum away with His R
of judgment. He is perfectly ; and
that is one of our needs. Butt that is tie
Holy Spirit has come, and this is one off tire
things that has to take place ima Holy Spimft-
tuled life. 1t has to become a halanced liffs,
to be saved from beimg lopsitisdl. A\myytﬂhln@
over-weighted  makes going very wrewh.
Deaw a figure of a circle, and divide iitt i
three segments—“ mimd,” “* heants,” “ waill’*
Then get a bump on * will * a litde b
than heart or mind, and make yowr ondte Iitito
a wheel, and see Bmwmﬂl_\y youw go alkorg!—
the unevenness of an umbalanced life. Jitt rmdkes
going difficult, hard and uncomfortzble.
Take the even poise of our Lowd's wallk
om earth. New, what we alll 75 i
Spirit of Christ showld come T and BImg
an adpuftmgnt to H&W %@@m@@% %
along more ¢ one day om
héig%t@, the next day im the depths, Variable,
because ouf sowklife & 9 WP
balan@ed "We have 2 long WAY o g0 it I,
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stend all i to fongive adlf " Iffaordly wee resdlly
did kmow mune tieam wee Karowy, cour jjuchigmmentts-
would e lkss sovere, Wee sitoudd sse thie
mecssaly  ffor nescorssideringy cour verrbiotss, amdd
lhe @ great diwll me 1in caur agtii-

tude off mighteousness. The Laondl wess lilkke

tratt. Yoou qoilll moft Hewe anpjiooliyy whiesee
deandiard off mighteousness was Higfiear thean Hiiss,
or as Iigh. His deandird was o 1adidedbbee
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Testament is called self-control, sometimes
«<alled temperance. It is a poor translation
into our English; but it means that, He was
able to preserve others in the way because of
this, :

The Need for Subjection to Christ’s Headship

I want to pass on to the larger application
of this, This 15 why the Word of God so
often emphasises that everything in the Church
must be according to Christ. He personally
is the new Man; the Church His Body is the
one new man. Now here 1n the Church, the
Holy Spirit wants to constitute corporately
according to Christ, and if the old man comes
into the Church with his state of unbalance,
and some people or individuals in the Church
move along one hie, and others along another
lne, of natural life—mind, heart or will, any
particular old creation line—they destroy the
Church, that'is, they nullify its very concep-
tion, In-the Church all 1s to speak of Christ,
and therefore in the Church what Christ is has
steadily to grow and take ascendancy over all
else; and that i1s why there must be in the
Church utter subjection to Christ’s Headship.
We have such mental pictures about words like
that—Christ, the Head of the Body. Do you
not see that the Headship of Christ is a
spiritual thing? Of course, we are perhaps not
thinking that it is a physical thing, but some-
how we do gel an idea that it 15 an official
thing. It is not physical and it is not ofhecial;
it is spiritual. That means that Headship is
in virtue of certain spiritual properties, a
spiritual nature; and when we talk about he-
<coming subject to Christ, and coming under
the Headship of Christ, we are only speaking
figuratively of being subjected to what Christ
is—that He really does come on like the head
and stands over, and everything is adjusted
to Him and takes its nature from Him; just
as our bodies take thcir direction from our
heads, if we are normal people. Just as we
live from our heads, and our character and
nature and actions and speech are all controlled
by the head, so the npature of the Church is
taken from the nature of Christ; and what the
Lord is seeking to get 1s a Church which does
express what Christ 1s——this balance. Yes, His
strength, but also His love; His truth and
light, ves, but equally His life. Oh, we can
have such a preponderance of light and truth
—all head—and little heart, I have known,

on the other hand, companies where all 1s heart, -

the people falling on one anothet’s necks, with
effusive terms of so-called love, and yet they
are not growing, not coming to a place of
responsibility. It sounds and looks like love,

o

but underneath there is something lacking.
They need instruction, they need edifying.
When the Body is fitly framed and compacted,
halanced, brought into proper articulation and
harmony, taking its nature and its character
from Christ and therefore governed by what
He is as the new creation Man, then you are
getting what God is after; and you can have
that in a local company and in local companies
which thereby become, not places that stand
for some extraordinary truth, something
different from aill other teachings, and all the
time trying to get hold of something that is
extraordinary and remote from common recog-
nition—no, you simply get there an embodi-
ment and an expression of Christ, and that is
all that God wants, and all we ought to want.
People meeting us as companies as well as
mdividuals will be meceting something that
touches them. They will say, If only there
were more of this, the world would be a differ-
ent place, and yet this is something so outside
the realln of human possibility that only God
could do this; this is God! It requires
Almighty God, and yet here it is, it touches
us, we see that this is what is needed ! Oh, the
tragedy in this connexion in these days! You
hear it on the wireless almost any day; you
find the literature of our day just crowded with
it—the recognition of the fact that if only
things wete on the line of Christ, il only
Christ’s teaching were put into practice, if only
Christ, and what He was, really were here and
expressed, how dillerent the world would be!
There 1s plenty of recognition and acknow-
ledgment of that; but on the other side, men
at once begin to say, Well, let us get busy on
this, we will do this and that to bring it about.
They do not recogmse that this 15 a miracle
from heaven, and that it has to come in by a
hirth, a reconstituting, a new creation fiat,
That 1s where the gap 13, and the tragedy, and
men fall between the two. But we know better;
there He is, and there His Spirit is to do it.
It seems to take a long time. A litile bit of
conformity to His image seems to occupy
almost a lifetime. But nevertheless He is
doing something, 1t does make a difference to
have Christ; there are many changes because
Christ has come in—we do know that. There
ate going to he greater changes yet. After all,
whatever we may say about the poverty of
things in the Church, the world would be a
poor place if the people of God were taken out
of it; and it will be, when they have gone.
There is something here that is not of the
world, and the world needs it. The Lord help
us to see Christ and get continually to Him
for this conformity to His image, this taking
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of the Spirit of Christ, this inward recon-
stituting after the Som of Man, a new creation

in Christ Jesus, T AS

Building in Tt yublomss Timmess

" Kagwy Hievettvee and dicerrn, thatt firom
e goibge il of i commanddwentz? to restove
#0d to buillll Jevusalbrs: woity Wiee amciimédd one,
Wik pripges, stalll be seven: wealds, and! threescore
aWd o veeelss: ir stelll be Buidlr agaify, owith
simoets and moals, evem in weubldwss timess ™
(Bwn. ix. 28).

TTT shall be builit again, .
X ¢imes™ Mest of us will not need con-
vineing as to the troublous times. Let us be
equally emphatie—"" It saill be built again.”
Wee sught to read in this eonnexion several
chapters frodn the boek of Nehemiah. They
present the praetieal fulfilmenit of the word of
ropheey—for thewe is a practical side to the
ord’s werd. Nehemiah and those wiith him
eame inte the expeiirire of thh% ropheey; it
wes Built agakn. ARd yeu may Nehemiah
and the ot if it Is teue tlmt it was built
{h troubleus times, and ! think they will agiee
that that is a very mild deseriptien. We eould
§9@ﬁ@1 a geeat deal of profitable time eonsidet-
ing; this whele mater of the building, but I
want 18 Bring a simple emphasis to you, and
that is that the troubleus times awe vitally
gelated t8 the butlding, and ihe troublous
fimes of which we are all mere of less awane are
girectly intended to hinder the Building.

Opposition to the Building

You willh notice a kind of crescendo of an-
wﬁmﬁt in propertion as the wotk goes on.
f Nehemiah first aerived and begam to
eontemplate the propesitlon, Samballlat and
Tobiah, when they heard of it, eved ex=
eeediﬁgly« (Neh. {i.. 10). We read in Chapter
fv. 1 " But it eame to pass that, when Sanballat
heard that we bullded the w&lll he was wreth;
and teek gieat indignatien ™ "and later oh in
that same ehapter, when halff the walll was Built
all reund, it says that Sambalfet and Tobiah
and the rest of them, hearing that the repalring
off the walls of Jenusalhim went forward, ¥ thea
they were very Wisth.” Yol e how it piles
up ; Beeause the building is gelng en, W an-
t%%@iﬁh%m gets fiereer and figker. Every time
the inner eeunsels of these men awe disclesed,
you fird that they had ﬁgﬁgaﬂ&eum eRMItY
agaist Nehemiah of agal he test of the
people of God so len a% they were idie and
eontent to dwell amid fuiﬁ§; But it was the
building, the pesitive esnstruetien, the Feeovery

, even in troublous

off that which really representbed Divime pur-
pose, tie odjpst of God-giwen prophecy—-—m
soon as that begam to be contemplated, there
was imm. When the work weass begum
thene was; weath, andl as the work progressed
thee was much mare: wrath., Tt is wihaet it
i all about. Hwe you been askimg yourssif
concerning the toulbks amdl exities—What
is it all aboutt? THis is what it is all about.
They of old gave tieir hands to Nehemiah.
By Diwine gnaos, we have given our hands to-
the: Londl, to purssiee s puigeses, and] ouit off
the cuins of thatt wihinh hass beem shame for
i to build wp that wititth shalll be for HHss.
gloty. [ proportion as owr hearts have heem
found] devoted to thatt taslk andl ousediess given
o that wotk, in tie same pepeottion the
trouibliows: tines e very evidemt. - Now thait is
meant;, [ whink, to be: an interpretation for us
and explaing a lot, and] Et is albe am insyiatio.
Yoo motice the: pesitive tenmss in wititth Deris]
speaks. *‘ [t shalll be bl again.” The Lokd
kv all abeuit the tieuibous tines long before
they amived,; Befloe Salledlbit and Twbah
arose, the Lowd anticipated them. No doubt
the proplk of God might have e wlldih%
the walll withowt amy oppeosition, Mt T thi
the more enlighteird wouid have wendered
whether, aftesr all, this was e thing. Wass it
the: reall thing”—lecaiise God Al salid this
thing would be withsteed, it wodld b in the
midst of twnmeill amdl bR ad Biiterness
andi eonffict thal His tes showlidl arise
fiom the mins. TR e QR allt Hight,
amdl it diors come;; it T Wbtk Nelhmialh Wenk
bak to the word of Dartiel andl Tund Rk ohly
the tioddions time, Dt e DKL ASsNARe—
*‘ it shall be buiillt again.” It is %BT& f-éffé§ﬂ!ﬂ§
bt OMee ofF twiee & A
deseiifted] some wtﬂwm foﬁ% Q;ff wwiseé%%
thatt souglit 1o Qverturh e ff
Paisuing wWhat Werlid be e 1%%%
‘06% \%%ﬁfe

of the mamalide and % 'h%n 3
,%@me%%ﬂf

e to Build the WAH

and such hapRed

e o 2 D, gt Hh ?

e i & inspira !BB

%pﬁmu@m %Ejm R SRR 3 ll?ltgfg%
Wihem e %%%\_(»

tw be uwﬂﬁ@%@%% el i

bulding should ¢ o %‘t R ‘22%};

so. [Heavenly logie is 59 GHfferent ‘r%;%

logie. Wiheh QYREYRIAG & CRRHELY,
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work proceeds and the building goes on.

But we nced to have out’ eyes opened, and
«chapters iii to vi of Nehemiah give us many
helpful indications of the kind of thing the
Devil does. 1 doubt whether he is very
original, after all. He seems to repeat himself
again and again. We read the Word, we read
of things that happened centuries ago, and
-exactly the same things happen again. But it
is strange that, although we know all about
them theoretically, when they come they very
mearly achieve their object; the things that we
know all about so often overcome us.

The Weapon of Ridicule

The beginning is a most simple thing, the
weapon of a child—ridicule. That is how they
began, and in this critical, disdainful way,
they stood around and laughed at the people
as they began their work of building. Nehe-
mizh had to turn back to the Lord and say,
““ Hear, O our God; for we are despised ”’
(iv. 4). Well, what does it matter? Let our
hearts answer what it matters. Do you like
being laughed at, do you like being despised ?
-—and the Devil chooses for his tools the people
whose opinion matters to us. There are certain
folk, certain realms of society and life, which,
the more they despise us, the more in a sense
do they confirm us in our faith; but Satan isa
past-master in finding a direction from which

this weapon of ridicule has such a powerful
effect to weaken our hands, to make us desist

from the purpose that God has put into our
hearts. Tt is a very old stratagem of the Devil,
but 1t is right up to date, and he will find
quarters from which criticism coming to us will
be accepted, and our hands weakened from the
work. The feebleness that is ours, the
blemishes that mark us, this fault and that
fault——it all comes back to us. There is only
one purpose behind it, and that is to weaken
our hands, that we should accept this poor, low
estimate, not merely of ourselves, but of the
possibility of our fulfiliing the task—that we
should accept despair, and the work should
cease. They got through, but it was touch and
go; Nehemiah had to ay to God. We have
to be very much alive to this weapon of the
devil—the suggested impossibility, the hope-
lessness, the folly, of seeking to do what we
know to be the purpose of God in Christ.
Well, that was only the beginning of a very
long story.

The Weapon of Confusion

“ They conspired all of them together to
<ome and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause
confusion therein. But we made our prayer

unto our God, and set a watch against them
day and night *' (iv. 8-9). This evidently was
not a frontal attack of the kind that was later
contemplated to destroy them. This was some
subtle idea that they had of introducing them-
selves amengst the children of Israel to cause
confusion. If you read the previous chapter,
you will find the building was an ordetly
process. Everyone was in his right place, and
thus the work proceeded. 'And so I presume
that this attempt to bring confusion was to get
people out of their plare, to get them all mixed
up. And the work was not only orderly; it
was co-operative, they all built together; and
the confusion, I suppose, would be to set them
one against the other. And Nehemiah said,
We had to pray to God te save us -from con-
fusion. We need to pray that for ourselves
and for the people of God. And he said, We
not only prayed about it; we kept watch day
and night, we were on the lockout so that we
should net be set one against another and get
cut of our place. We need to pray about it
and we need to watch. Of course—and that
1s the very essence of the strategy of the Devil
—we are apt to feel that it is somebody else’s
fault that things are wrong, and all kinds of
personal considerations will be brought in.
But do remember once again—what is Satan’s
purpose? It is to bring confusion. And what
will confusion mean?—that the work will be
stopped. And how very often in lives, in
homes, in the assemblies of the Lord’s people,
in the Church and the work of the Lord in
larger realms, when the first weapon of ridi-
cule has failed, how often has success been
achieved by this stratagem of setting people
one against the other in disorder, challenging,
disputing, and suspicious of one another.
‘“ We made our prayer unto our God, and set
a watch against them day and night ’’ that
that should not happen, and it did not happen,
and so the building went on, Praise God!
Let us do likewise.

The Weapon of Discouragement

But there was more: and really we cannot
blame Sanballat and his allies for this—this
one further opposition which proves how much
the thing is spiritual, and how the human in-
struments, after all, only represent something
of deeper antagonism behind. The next thing
that happened was that among the people of
God theraselves trouble arose. Judah said—
Judah above all people—** The strength of the
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is
much rubbish; so that we are not able to build
the wall ** {Neh. iv. 10}). The antagonism has
changed from that outward phase to an inward
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and spiritual one. First of all, the conscious-
ness of insufficiEnoy—we are getting tired, we
are getting weary, we have not the strength.
Now Judah above all people is the ome who is
to praise the Lord, but praite is silenced when
Judah begins to look at himself. Ther is no
praiise then, there is despair. We cannot build,
we have not the strength! And how subtie
and strong and persistenit is this pressing home
upon us of our hopelessness. It may be a new
sense of eur own spiritual hopelessness, it may
be a pressure upon our souls, it may be pressure
upon out bodies, but there is ome purpose
behind it—that we should accept the inward
eonviction that we cannot go on, we hawe not
the strength, we must give up. Thme is no
soeng when we are looking at ounselves, there is
despait. The only way through for Judkh is
to do what he ought to hawe doie then—to be
true to his name and praike the Lotd. There
is strength in God even when our strength is
deeayed..

That was on the one handi—tiry were imm-
Eressed with their hopelessness. On the other

and, they were appalled by the rubbish that
had te be cleared away. What was the rub-
bish? [ take it that, among other things, it
was that which had served a , but which
had ne value any lenger, and they had come
to realise hew mueh in theie elreumsiaines and
in their lives, that in its time had seemed to
be ef value to the Lowd, was proving now to be
§0 Mueh rubbish in the way, am impediment,
a hindrance 1 the building. Semetimes that
eomes upen us, and it needs to. [ thimk it is
well that we sheild take note of this. Wou
ean see it in ether pe@%l%'% lives sometiings (it
s ne deubt trwe of all) hew the building is
held up by the aeeumulation of things in their
past spiritual Ristery that may have had a
value, but Aew aw [N the Lerd’s way. Said
Judiah, when they leeked at all that=It is no
yse, {t 15 pu Ress, it is hopeless to attempt
to get that eut of the way and build semething
which feally is in e Divike plan. Many
ehildren 8f Ged whe have overcome otheis of
these subtle temptations of which we have
speken have themseiMess beem brought te a
standril By this; they have beed ever
whelmed, held up, by Hhe aceumulation of that

“Gashmu

¥ is amazing that so mWamy aeguire"
*  feputations as eracies merely by eiteulat-
ing Baseless rumeurs. THRAR is a Very sug-
gestive woerd iR that teasury of practical
Wisdem, the besk of Nehemiah, in slxth

8

which, shall we say, b5 tediiinm! in the
church, or actwall in thelir own experience—that
has had a past bot tes ne pessnit amkd no
futwre;; andl they lack the resolution off faith
to clear it out of the way and gett om wiith the
Pk diimg.

Nethemiah dues mot telll us what happened,
he does mot give ws the imer histoey, bt
evidently they ovencames this temptaition.

ke Spéir @ Fishh Fiivh

But thene wete offher tests. [t is impessible-
for us now to go inte them in detail. Tt willl
be a profitable occupation for you o take
these chagterss andl thace e wery mamy factors
tihat were presentt in the buillding, te combiined
tendbney of which was to prewenit s accom-
plishment ; andl at the same tine t ok tw the
end of the story, amd say, WL, im spitte off
it all, praize the Lord, the walll wass buills, it
was finished ! “‘IIt shalll bet huilkt agaiin, evwem
'ti;ll trowblows times,”” Cam we taHe Nl of

al”?

Thaullllous tines tiese are for us all, it the
toublows tines ake meant @ powoie us to
fiesth faiith. First of all, telie noiee tiait the
troulbllows tines aie Mot a stangee aecident. Mt
s mot brother or sister So-andtse wihe i the
cause of the trouble; in a semse, it ik MYt G
selves;; though we all have part. Mt s the
fiendithh work of tie Dwsdil. HR will ki us
alone as long as mothing is hagpening, it he
s wp in ams when tire s tie pesgeait of
building something for God. May T bring
agaiin the simple words of affinmadion ="t
shalll be built again.” God ix HmEe than
enougth, He has e aiawmer exedy time.
Nehemiah was hot always ddk @ prieaive the
mattie: of the temptation andl W assaldl, bt

he: wass allways abk: to oxneieeme: by kesping his
eyes on the Lod and on e Work.
they tried to get Mhim away, e did Rt KW

the real matie of te calll, bt Ne was fouk
times saved ot a tiep Dy keeping e pui-
pose iR wikw, and Dy saying “‘ T ath ding a
%gl@té%&fm &ltﬂrgt I %ﬁﬁﬁt e dowh "
Wi, 3). [ way thioumgh—io Heaih ol
eyes on e punnse and, A all, v keep
oiir eyes on e Lo, mever WindRg the
tiowbliows timmes. [t shall b Duilth
HEF.

Saith It”

chapieir andl Hire sixth wemsse. T eamiess off
the Joaws sent a lettier to NRORMIAM ** WhRiRin
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tthe wall, that thou mayesit be their kimg, ac-
cording to these words.”

Godfss buidltbres wust: abuaygps exger! Wats thew
wativess willl be impugpedd. Ewery mam who
has been used of God to build some part of
the walls of Jerusalem hass been chamgedl with
egotism, with a desire to exallt himself and
make himself king. He may have received
the clearest commission from God to do the
werk in which he is engaged, and may be con-
firmed in his conviction of duty, as Nehemiah
was, by ™ the hand of my God which was
upon me ' ; but all that will avail mnething to
s the eriticism of Samballkit, and Tohah,
and Geshem the Arabian. God's buildeis
have always to face the tongur of misrepresen-
tation and slander. WWe have sometimes
thought 1t Is the Devil's devike to orceupy the
people 6f Ged by tempting them to spend thelk
time 1n refuting his slandets.

Nehemiah was informed that certaim things
were " reperted " abouwt him, This do the
sharp tongues of the wicked endeavwout to
striike to the heatt of Ged's faithiful enes:
* They say ‘' everybedy beliiewes ';; * it is the
generall epinlen ’; * 1t is teported > I I this
Wayy an attitude and an atmosphere is erested;

andl usually there is someone to stamp witth his
personsd] authority that wihich is “‘ reported,”
and to accelerate the speed off e dnoulating
rumours: *‘ Amd Gashhwer saifhs ™

So far a we ane alike to daemine, Gashrrae
served] mo wsefill punpese in the worldd except
- credentizl the enemy’s slandbrs. ¢ Gash-
ma saihe i *. Gasfimu bess wieglhed] mamy a
church. We have seem prep RO
tamt messengers of whatt *‘ Gasthmu saiith ™'—
* Of course,, I do mot kmow.ttie fasits myself;
I am mot om the inside of maiterss; [ am mot
talkem into counsell—thtt when Mr. Se-and-so
says it, you may be swe e i something
im it.” Winth being intempneted] it to sayy, ** It
is reported] . . . andl Gashiwe wifh iz 7Y Shiee:
Gaghmiu hess 3o long beem weeall, it i
vaim eveh to thatt e wiil cease fegin Mis
talking. But whalt shallwe seit o« Wi it
tamt, thatt * Gasfimiu saithh it"7 The brst
off all amswwers is a “ This saiith #ie Lerd.”
lett a mam b commiksivnrd by a Wword fiom
heawem, bR willl them bre AbR: 1@ ¢ Gh Witth his
work wiill all e Dieaches in Wk wallk ar
stoppedl. iR Willl e AR 1@ R alll i spite Of
what ¥ Gashniu saith.”

SRLBTED.

“He That is Spiritaul”

L.

“ So Aso it is wridem, The figt: man Ardem
Becamee a lidige sewl. Thee las Addmwm a llife-
Qividg g sgikz. . . . Thee Wisks e B of ihe
b, earily i ie second! wa: I8 off e
{£. Cer. xu. 45, 47).

" Thalr whtieh: is borm of e fkatv Is Fllssh;
Wd Wil WHIEN: ¥s Bonn: oF Wi St i spfker *”

" God 15 a Spiiji:: and ey Wit wnotskip
_hﬂmg ;r)zwstz woibp e stk andll Wbk ™ (ohr

" He that is joiwsd uwo e Dudd Is one
spper (I, Cov. ¥i. 17).

" As many as are led by e Sprir of o,
isge are sonks oF God . . . Y weceiiedd Wiy opiFiy
oif adupion., WiRRRYy We ery, Mbba, Foiyder
(s, willi. 14-18).

' Fupthksmntee, we Bad Me Faihkess oF our
Heshy 1o- ohastenn ws, sl We Gavse W Fevey-
o0 i SRl YR WOl WHAED: Faitlkdr BR bR saBlestion
W%@;@% Foibdier OF spiids, andl Wiwer ™ (Gheb.
Xz, 8).

Y Now e navwrdl mak recelvel: not e
Yingss of W piir off GOl: sy Wy ave
fopdisbmenss, WA Weni; el We camml: Knew
Wre, becavse Wiy o Spiivabiy jidieed.

9

B Ve Wints B sptirisalal iedetty 4 alll thivags, and
b tidm;e&ﬁf & jitdeld off ne mape ™’ (I Car. ii.
14, 18).

Spisituality e Key to All Thait ifs of God

A FRAGMENT fom thale lsit passage
w! willl do 2 e fey to Quir eonsideration.
‘* He that is spirifwsl’™ A spiritual st is
the: key t@ all thalt is of "‘Ged. Sphiualily is
e door, and tie key to the dhas, beyond

whiich lies everything thait wRlaks 1@ Ged.
Witthont spirituallity, Hheie i i Way thiough,
the door ks closed. TN word et

stands wiitiem a% ah imprssAR hamie—"" ¢caf-
not whdRiSRMH o RediMe R WHhgSs of the
Spiriit of Ged.” In reality, Gilr MRS alfe sk
ih a realih of things spiritual.. G i Spirit,
eeftde W Reallity:, Hife SWPRAR
factor, e witimate eAvARMARM: Of WHE Wik
vepse—Gli=iss Spiidit. "Man, in R dRepRSL
andl tuest paltife OFf Mk DRiNG, & ik, HR
as a soul andl a Bedy. BWI fieess i greal
power enciicle Mamh oh WH iith, A HIRY, ke
%piﬂﬁkh&l:dgﬁﬁ;ﬁs. ‘%ﬁt &%EM&’ %_%{% YR
poiall ok is comsti WRRh SpiEtal -
ciples andl meaningss. Tfe WRible @Hﬁ%lyé'i%
but syl of spifitual WHRGY; W Sieh

@
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things are types of unseen things. God hus
constituted this whole universe, im every %@m
and detail, upon a basis of spitiitugll Rss;
they are tokens of something more than them-
selves. If God, Who is Spinit;, makes any-
thing, He makes it with a meaning, and that
meaning is given to it by the mmimdl of Gudi.
It takes its deepest significance from
Himself, therefore its significance i
spiritual. Tt is unnecessay, | am quite m
and would take a very lomng time {
would be tremendously profitable as
interesting) to follow that out, and lodk 36&
this seen, tangible, temporal wniverse and tnadk
down its spintwal significance; but it is & ¥ery
simple line of comsideration. We know
right through the Bible, these things @ﬁ Ere
tion are used to represemt spimiuell tHRES.
The sun, the moon, the stars, and every osher
created thmg embodies some spimtusll tirwigiit,
meaning and law, %o that, when we come @
the revelation of Jesus Christ by the Iﬁg%
Spirit, we findl a whole comprehensive
detailed counterpart, im a spitituell yealm, of
what we  have im the temporal realim; a mew
creation im Christ Jesus with its imitiation Wiy
Gatl, Who said, Let light shine out of drri-
ness, and who 'shined im our heatts to g
the llght of the knowledge of the gloy of
Gatd in the face of Jesus Christ (I . Cor. iv.
6). Here is the new creation act, the mew fiadt
for brimgimg im a spiriteel order, im a
spiritual way, reproduces alll the laws wlmichh liie
behind the creation of the matural order. We
cannot follow that through now, but bear itt
in mind. It is a very strong amd very fill
realm by which we can recogmise really wihtatt
Gal is after through and im and by alll tkings.
If we were %W%@%%%m%%%
ersonal B ¥§}E‘Al wakeup; had, Wé
newiedg@ @uv e\m gwea I
0 Piiin

fi@aﬂy g% é%q &?% 5

aws ea@mm? i r@
€V@"¥§Baﬁ @?ﬁ mﬁa&%ﬂeﬁ %19 t%
18 wore o

seinat en ) )
th@r@ ﬁ 1§s E;%m?% QW ‘o%w

UpeR ws&a&% BHREY E Pw% 3 %

a Fﬂéf@ﬂﬁ T%%% t
!{é ‘1tv E P%
the WFE
fﬁsﬁl

E@
§§.§8
€ 18 Agt 8 393%% EFH
Ing that a W 8%%%@!?,%@3/,%

BB%¥§¥§§ 1M the phY;

%B%% gi @Hﬂ%& § w% H%& 2§ f&a@v P%
%%ﬂif H@% these 1aws m@i X

Lm%yéia éﬂ%% qHt 3R uR aaﬁs %

JSRtegratisn aala firallk

to desth, so im the Chundh the ssanee lkwvis obb -
tizmiion :: wiidlbetee my ame ooff tivosse lhavss, andi yyoou.
revdier the Cunch unbalanced, ittwilll mewe to»
diisimtegration zmd antt off itss resdtm off vitadl
timimgs.. 1l st oot e dbdedledd.

1 am steting this, thett the ttp eyes
tinat is off Godl i gprrtua&myy

xv., the Aposille 15 sgying mmdh aiixuutttrfe
spmhm]l sitle aff things, ard anwgst thrsse
ettt e sgys comerming the baotyy thadt

mett thatt wibiidh 1 sgpidtned] iis Gfisst bt thagt
W m%umall ﬁ m& threett W\}m%hl;;s
gpinitugall @ Imightt dssnes, by tie wagy, thiagt
wilhem e wssadl thett weoed ¢ netunall " hterc@élyy
ussad tihe ward “ ssoldicahl ™ Tiivett witiokhiss fifivst
iis the sodiied] hodly andl affiorwend tiatt wiiobh
iis spmtuadl, indicedingy tirett the uitimadee amdd
fimal thoughtt of Gudi iis the sgifivaadl. Thive
‘Aposthe lheatis an waryy dbsatly too sttow thetr thiis-
trodly, tinis souited] bostly @6 ssuoh, it groing to-
Ive ) Mthmmaagﬂrm——me sgpiEit
iis tthe gemm—aft 2 mew Hoodly, ardl thedt sgpiiit
willl e dtstresdl wiith aa ssqantmzll boodyy.. Ikt i§s

sonrsining thet we ot unddestiaad,
bt we com se sonwthi wb({tmtnttlsslikbe
whem we nerrenibr thett fﬁmtgy dayss adifieer

tihe resurrection @ff aur LLond Jeuus weeee useed
precizdly fior tiis wery pupoEe—to dtencosttatte
amd estmblish tie nattne off aa sgpiivoed | mean iin
Inis ffival amd flall ccorssitutitom, Wiy, as wedl|
as gpntuadlyy. There iis mo dioul thett imthvsee
florty dmys the Apostles wee aorwiinestl thadt
TPesus was alie, thtt tivey Hedl sseen the Lioodd
thhey were It withvout = steadiow off ddobbt—
g ottt Sredie tirem am tiett medten. Bt
wihiatt @ Lotd, whait @ differenect—an adisemace
altogether off some things witlh witichh theyy
waere familitar. He was thee, and He wass
tihete im a tiive presgre—nadt & gliedt, nodt
ad@n@ﬂﬁ@riﬁ,%afiﬂﬂl Meahivodd ; aadd
how differeatt! He was wsig the {ootyy
tio o wiratt the ardl off @udl 16s ffor tmaan,
the nattuwe off things wien @oli reeatiess Hiss
end.  “ Aftenwendd thett witieth ifs spitteahl’™
Gull's fiml, wtimete thougitt i the spiitus),
amd I wient to emplesize tiett ffor this ppurgosee
~=thett I am mott tedkidingy albout vegpouwrs aacd
shediows and sppodis and gliosts;, amdl thinggs
finatiing albout 1in tihe i, Il am ot tedlangy
about atmnosplenes, Wt albout sometthing veeyy
realt—if Il may use tive weod), weryy cononrtte—
whem I talic 2bout spprrtuadityy. Ikt iss ssonee-
thiirrgy werny pradiicdl.  The lLondl Jississ ssoghht
gunelly to drow tmtt after His ressureetivon.
“ Cnitrem, haxee we aany mees?’” e caan
make a fine of comls, He can ook figh o itt.
He cam break tive flomdl amd distributee itt amold
He cam eat watln tiem, =ndl patt iin 2 moomeant
eam be out off sght. Diemessigg time aadd

e
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geography, He is in one place and then in
anoiher far off, but He is real. Do mot let us
think we are talking about spirituality as
something unpractical, mythical, abstect. We
afe going to see that it is a very pmatical
matter; first that which is natural, and aftet-
ward, as the final thought and the goal of
Ged's aetivities, that which is spititual. The
“nd and the etermal willl be spirituality; we
shafl be i the full sense spiritual. WL, that
is a general statement.

Temporal Things Governed by the Law of
Vanity

Now let us get down to it more and more
Wlesely. We begin, then, by recognising that
ihe wetld of things temporal is only a shadow
6f anether, that it has no abiding qualities or
values 17 itself. It is governed by the law of
vanity, vanity meaning simply that it cannot
Ot itself realise its ewn destiny. [t wiill reach
a peint; and from that pelnt tuth back and in
upen itself; its efferts, {ts groamings, ity tra-
vailings, Rever issue iR a finall realisation of
{is |pfentieR. Nething of it, by its own pro-
%)%E‘t'&% ean realize DiNiRe purpRses and ends.

t IS Very impertant te reeogmine this.

Ass we get eloser to this matter, we see how
it applies speeificdllly to Christian work. Oh,
iy fﬁaﬁff things afe gatfieied into organmised
Christianity with the idea of making for effec-
tveres | The ldea is that, if you cam have
these thiﬁgg, you ate going to get results.
Moeney—oh, how mueh eould be done if only
We had m@ﬁ@y& We must have the money!
T ask you, hew was it in vhe book of the Aets?
Was anything dene? Wiith all the meney to-
day, hew rueh is dote of an abiding, eternal,
§9m€u§! valug? If only you eah get names

3ud titles B8R your proghmimes and advertise-
EB%QE% su are geing to effect semething | Are
84 Eéﬁ et E%Buﬁat;ieﬁ, sehe arghip,

afﬁmg Bsuw, physical sitength, business
geumen. he WBE With Be effested! \Wln it?
T waht t% §axv that net in en of these things,
PR 1R all BF ther Pyt togeten, B /Hemseles,

i there 3Ry § imuai valte, and ihese ean be
a Véf vast amouRt of spiFitual valu% witheut
k&g@g@ﬂtes % HRdaReR Fe FRved nest
i i;'.i? aéxa alan i!ﬁ% m@ 8? E%*&EBF
the ws % :
3 ﬁa%t %§ wh&e %%
R

Xy " S B

ié iﬁ] aﬂél 8% il%f %?191 bR 85%

f them. @88 Ras s aleng Both
Ehai Ahag k%?% lipe %g Hhlk
{ritua)
%& semethin
Eg‘ Wﬁé BBE {g Wf ﬁi?
Ane FHBE% E8B£H utign 19 at &

spirituality that coumts, that is e effective
thimg, the thing that gets through, amd meithing
else. The [earning, tie money, and all the
other things may fewe a phoe, provided they
do mot govern, provided tiey ase subservient
o what s spirituall and ae mever baried wpon
a3 the: things which ae going to do tie work:
provided &t is mewer asswined it if you have
these things, a gwealt worlk for God can be
done;; God willl malle evident te filly of thalt
assumption. A whole range of things ik o
ployed by omgamasdl Christianity o seeure
Diiviite erids, but it ders ot woik. W], that
s the Hist. thing that we e in COMREtOM
wiith spirituality.

Qur Reconstitution as Sipirinecll Buings

Wée progeed in the mext phie to recogmise

that fot spiritual—that is Didiee, etermall,
ultimate—pingases, we have to be reeonstituted
on a spieitwall level and bagits. THadt, off eourse,
is the very heait of John bii. Niedonis i
interested in, and concerted abwilt, e Kinmg-
ﬁgn o %%'iﬁw%?%u&wm . %@@

come 1o L g, Qi
o tallk abeuwt it. B had, ik all I llsgxa;}tiw
ites, am emtirely mmran comeption of e
Kimgdom, am earthly idex. Tt wes fomal, am
offieial] mattesr, The Lol RS 1t Wﬁ%‘&
any time at all with that, FRe RS
it all asidie, igneres iit, ARl says, ¢ We st

borh amew.” & Tk e b
anRMy, MR camiRit R iR Kingdom of Ged."”
mtt i %E%Fﬁ@ﬁté’rg oyt % %{ﬁe %%E%%t&) HH

ne afr alit
%%ﬁtt e ﬂm%% of @@a (%.mi '1 tﬂf% i~
@om of Ged 9 e thalt Ralmm iR WHIdh alll ¥halk

obtains iy oF God, Ualk Whith MRS © €od)
We PaNR 1@ PR %%%HM%E& aeBrHIRg 1 God.
N%ft'm R @%%?Mre Wit We afe hRcPRstituiR

N ‘iﬂﬂfl We ddfe, i M
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Wy g ey %“ L e

g%?%h %%@rrg 8&%%%%%%{1&52 of Lefs%f:ég}'{r{\%% Y
@gs& OVl & ‘(;%E Tl tﬂmﬂg %

' &

d %%E 5% %‘&%§ E
it ‘{b

mg %ee% '1% i

\.

it e ot . w%g},&&asﬂ 3 %e
b G Whii LEWR 4R %%m VX

The ideas of doihg Godlss WMk, ad of
what s woilk is, ¥ very ofth fir TR the
truth, TR ideas of R mMears by WhHidh @vd

would work ae wery ofen largely Gusiidfe of
e Pk of Gods aceeplantce. e Wh-



Austin-Sparks.Net -

cerned with real spiritual effectiveness, are we
not? Then we have to learn the secret of it
that is what we are after. There is a crippling,
paralysing ‘‘ cannot ’’ resting upon the natu-
ral, the soulical man, where the things of God
are concerned; and yet how much of that
soulical life is employed and relied upon in
Christianity to-day to secure spiritual ends! If
only you can gel high-tensioned atmospheres,
a good deal of stir and movement and emo-
tion; if only you can get certain conditions
brought about by a forceful, powerful per-
sonality with its impact upon the people; then
you will get results! ‘And a great deal of
result is obtained, but it is not spiritual, it is
not abiding and eternal. But unfortunately,
the consequences are not limited to that. There
issues ever more and more this great tragedy
of people having tried and been disappointed
and determining never to try again. The world
is strewn with people who have had an experi-
ence and no more. Ch, the devil 1s clever!
We are saving that there is an unbridged
gulf between the natural and the spiritual, and
there can be no carry over; and yet m the
Christianity of our day, there is a tremendous
carry-over of the natural to the spiritual. We
find the realm of God’s things i1s simply full
of natural elements, and they are all paralys-
ing the spiritual. There has to be a tremen-
dous removal of all this smother and cover of
natural elements—men coming i with their
drive and their ideas and conceptions and
ways. It is killing the work of God. Until
that is really dealt with in the power of the
Cross of cur Lord Jesus and all set aside, and
God is free to do His own work by His own
means along His own lines, there will be n>
commensurate result. God’s means and God’s
way is spirtuality from start to finish, the
impact of a spiritual constitution. Yes, there
1s an unbridged gulf between the natural (the
soulical) and the spiritual, and there can be no
carry over. Look at the fact. It is so often
very striking that a person of very considerable
natural acumen, learning, intelligence and
ability in this world is nothing in rcal spiritual
things, though he be a Christian. Are you
not often up against that? A Christian man
mav be tremendously able in business affairs
and most acute in his business transactions,
full of intelligence and worldly wisdom, able
to carry the weight of an immense concern, to
be the driving force of a great busmess, a man
of weight and consideration in this world, but
when 1t comes to spiritual things he may be a
babe.  You speak about the things of the
Lotd, and that great brain is altogether beaten
by the simplest things of the spiritual life.
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You can get nowhere in talking about the
Lord. I am often amazed as I meet and talk
with Christian men who are carrying great re-
sponsibilities and who have undoubtedly great
abilities, and when vou talk about spiritual
things they are unable to say anythmg, to
make any contribution; vou are talking in
another realm. And yet they know they are
born again, and they have been so for a long
time. What is the magter? Well, there is a
gulf. They have all that greatness on the
natural side, but they are very small on the
spiritual.  All that they have of intellectual
ability and equipment, and power in every way
to handle big thngs natorally, serves them in
oo stead whatever when they come to handle
the things of God; whereas somebody who
has none of it, in the realm of things spiritual
1s a gilant, a teacher. Well, that is a commeon-
place in our experience.

But it comes right back to this, that there
is a gulf, and there is no real bridging of this
gulf, there is no carrying from one side to the
other.  The word ‘' cannot ' stands there.
Here the word is not about the unregenerate,
the grossly sinfal. It is the Christian who is.
still natural, living on the basis of his soul,
rather than in the realm of his renewed spirit.
The natural man “‘ cannot.”’ That is the closed
door in things spiritual. Whatever he is in
things natural, in things spiritval he is a babe
or a fool.

Counterfeit Spirituality

Now we come to the next thing, the recog-
nition that there 1s a false and counterfeit
spirituality which is purely soulical. It looks
like spirituality, and passes for it, it assumes
to be spiritual; but it is false, it is counter-
reit. We find it in mysticism, and mysticism
can go a very long way to simulate what is
spiritual.  Afstheticism so often looks like
spirituality and has been mistaken for it.
There 1s a vast amount of religion that thinks
it is spiritual and claims to be, and yet it is
purely @sthetic or mystical or soulical; 1t is not
spiritual at all. There is a soulical nsight
which 1s the counterfeit of spiritual apprehen-
sion. It is purely psychic. Have wyou met
people who see through, and get an insight
into things in a remarkable way, and yet they
are not spiritual people? They have a psychi-
cal insight, their souls are highly tuned to
things which are not ordinarily apparent. We
have oftenbeen impressed with this and puzzled
by it.  They can talk about the devil, the
spiritual system, use the Bible language; they
can talk about things of the Bible and get be-
hind the actual written language, in some re-
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mote kind of way getting out interpretations

which ate not obvious. Thete are certain
pational constitutions which are peculiarly
characterised by this very thing. [ believe the
Galatians were like that. [f you trage the
history of the Galatiams, you will see that this
is the pecularity of a face. The people of
Gauwl, fromm whom the Galatiars; eame, are like
that. Thede is §@fﬁ@ih1ﬁgl psychie abeut them,
and it lesks like spiritual insight and undee-
standing. 1t is False. Yeu ean have it in its
extieme form; you ean have it in mere moder-
ate forms. Theie s a esunterfelt spifituality
algng that line, esunterfelt spiritual knowledge
whieh is simply mystieal interpretation. There
are peeple with phraseolegy and-they aie pot
elear, they are iﬂvelvea and what are they
afee? gy are tiying to be spiriteal en-the
Basis of revelation, seelng things no opR else
§6es OF ean see. Be earefil! The epemy dees
simulate every truth (N order to destdy the
teuth. We Rave ie Be in a tre pesitien; anrd
thete is thiS esunterfell; mystieal m&@fafeta-
tioh. Y8H €an drive tyPelegy 18 an exiieme,
%% ean foree if 10 4 point wher it leses i
lue and Becomes almest Fidicylgns. Spiritual
8 E%EB%%E’;E 18 eountertelied, and shows jiself
E g i é 8? rementiiens andl second

{ 1§ iB§8b! Egonseeratian is gtien
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tmuly spiritual amdl what is fabely so. & it
mot paitnit that the mote the fomalism, the
rituall, the extermal order, the less tie. neall
spirituall life, foed] and fuwhess?? You cammot
hawe mote fomallam and ritwall amd et wialke
systenmn of thimgs tham you get in St, Peter’s
in Rome, but [ challlenge you t© be neallly
spiritwallly alive and in toueh with God, and be
alblle to live in thalt attmosiiesee. [t is ok of the
things that stands out in my own exyenfsnge, [
always hadl a desite t© e St Peter’s, and [
went, andl I[ was gllad to gelt ouit of tie plhcs, Mt
was dialth, suffecation. But I woulld Rt aeeept
hak ﬂﬂ&ﬁnxz I went hack agaith aftesr yearss, 1
have Beem several] times. At lask anﬁift@gey,
That is fnished, Mo M of that!! It ik het
only deatih. bk ttﬂﬁfx% S SO evil, SomR-
Hhiing: &m@%&m Spinif: F God ih Yk,

AN YRk ok al E&:S@@e tﬂm&h Rhestating YiRmr
seives, Wiy ¥ adoration,” Wiy 7 WorshEp

byt it IS dRaih. ﬁhﬁa&m&%mﬁz@ﬂ%%@ﬂ
off things, Buk -Uhak cah DR gradHAed and
medulated: and Rt MR sy WHhRM: any hesita-
o, Wit MeaAsMre Of Rxieiial iuall A fermal.
W and WAk serk of WNRG CRIGTRINGS R

?Y}‘éﬁ%‘d’i% o %‘iﬁ%ﬁ s @?er Bave

%a@%%im g s

%Fe hed i% 35' gﬂi}g‘?%‘i
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%g)m{ﬂﬁ { amh ¥ % e 1Y %ff
[t Wr@rrk& m anpitierr way., The R 1
eanth we get, Wi Mok We Aupaikass el our
i Man is Wit e i Rearesh
t@t@fe%@ﬁh he is smallRalt wihen Bt is fariiest
away-. [ FRRRIMRT My fhis e Hh ah aeke-
plane; at ten thewsand Rel wp, T looked ¢RI
@mmﬁa@&@uﬂ@ halt mRanlt S® Mkt Weaky il
to eress,. [t looked %nx; BERS g, iR PROpR
andl amimalE %&% |1'1 L TfHe RRARE 19
hRAMRh Yok iRPerant ¥k e
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ment is W IMpereRie of NIk earh, of e
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Spirituality rightly understood is the secret of
all that belongs to God. At the very begin-
ning of our life with God, we have to be re-
constituted as spiritual beings. * Tihat which
is born of the Spirit is spirit.” * He that is
spiritual.” * As many as are led by the Spirit
of God, these are sons of God.” But there
is a false thing to counterfeit and simulate
spirituality, and it is not ebjective to ourselves,
it s made out of oumelves. We make gods
after our ewn likeness, ouf souls produee their
ewn system, even in religion; and the Spirit
prodlines Hik system. Said the weman te the
Master, ™ Our fathens worshipped in thig
meuntain; and ye say, that in Jewsalhm is the
place where men ought to wershitn”” The Lord
Jesus said, " Woman, believe me, the heur

For Boys

Gospel Messages from the Antarctic (No. 1)

AX7T E propese, if the Lord wills, to insert in

¥~ each of our next few.issues a message
for ¥Ou based upoen incidents mentioned in a
theilling boek entitled ™ The Worst Journey
in the Wotld.” The book was written by
one of the men who went with Capt. Scott in
1911 te the Antacetic Continent. Many of you
will have heard of the hereie expedition whieh
ended with the death of Capt. Scott and some
of his eompanions en their way back fiom the
Seuth Pole.

In erder that you may all understand the
stories, let me first of all tell you something
off the conditions of that part of the world,

Do you enjoy very, very eold wintry days
in our eountry, when the ice is thick upen the
ponds and the ground as hard as ifen, ot when
snoew lies thiekly everywhete, of a bitterly eold
wind blows that seems te eaffy your very ears
away? You may enjoy the fun of a few
sueh days, but weuld yeu like it to be like
that all the year reund—only very mueh worse
mest 6f the year—with the hottest summer day
selder if ever as warf as ouf eeldest winter
day? And hew would you like a couftry
where the night (A winter and the day in sum-
fmef is four months long ? I am sure you weuld
pet like to llve under sueh eenditiens. But
it {s like that eh the Antaretle Contiiifiit—a
great streteh of land (A the seuth of our eafth
sufreunding what is ealled the Seuth Pele.
Net very mueh is knowh of it, for @&l?s a few
explorers have ever visited it. It is a land of
lee and snew and hewling winds. WWheke the
gea I8 net frozen Seals and othRE ereatures are
tound, and stramge birds ealled penguins (You

cometh, when mettther in this mountain, mor i
Jemmm, shall ye worship the Fatlesr . . .
God is a Spirit; and they that worship fhim
must worship in spitit and trth > (Jobhm i,
20-24). That is only saying, This Moeunt
Geriizith and its templle and the temple in Jerw-
salleim ane putely temporal, earthly, tie things
off men's souls. Men must hame: something to
see, to handlk, something they cah appreeiate
by theit soul faculties, but thalt is mot the
realm of things sinee [, the Lond, hame come.
That is the matwral, it is past. Now, the
spikituall @:@Eﬁ%%r—ﬁﬁﬂilﬁér heie mor thaie, MRt a
matier of place or things oF anything lifke that
on the earth, It is in wpirit with tie Father,
That is the ordhr, thalt is the matune and
charaiesr of this dispensation.
T. AS.

and Girls

may hawe seen some aft the Zoo) live mear the
watet’s edge. But on the land away fiom the
sea rothing lives at all, either amimal or bird
or vegetalk; it is a bamem wasite—a wilderness
indeed | [Litile by litdle its secrets ane: being
discovered and with the help of asioplaies the
tasik is becoming easier. But when Capk. Seott
and his patty went tieie they hadl me aero-
plansss to help them and all their joumeys had
to be madie on foot. But in spite of He tie-
mendouss difficultifs: and ey piessed
on, and some even died on ke way. [How
ﬁ@bly those men suffered in a cause Whaltt was
dear to their hearts!! and if you and T eould
have said to themh iR R pPrseme of all the
perils amdl trials: Do you met think the suffer-
ings o great? I think ey would have
answeied i a way wihich werld remind v of
Paull of old wh@ spoke ths:

e I go ... not kiewing the thmg
that shalll befadll me . . . save Wit bends
and afftlictionss ala;h@lﬁ: m-, . . . But rne of

these things move me, neitter cownt I
life: dear wate ml’f s thakt I miight finis
My eouwise . . . and W MRS \%flik*h
have received . . .” (Aets xx. %&
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and barley and vines and fig) trees amd pome-
granates . . . a land wheraim thow shalt eaft
bread without scarcenmess, thow shalt mett lsdk
anything im it . (Deutt. viii. 7-9). Do youw
know what that land is? VOou Zuess
Pallestime ? Yow would be right im a sswes, for
Pallestime is an earthly pidntre of the lemd re-
ferred to. But the land itself is @ Zheavedly
one, and is none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ Himsellf. X\ ¥and to explore imdeed !
What wonders im itt! What surprises mestt
you at every turm! What riches there axee!l
How vast it is! Nobodly has ever yet ex-
plored it alll; and those wino know most off itt
are still pressing on to discover mare. Listiem
to Paul at the end of his liffie—tie man wio
perhaps knew more of that heavenly lemd them
any other that has ever lived :
. Christ Jesus my Lord . . . for
wh@m I %uﬁ@f@d the lless of all &hlmg
that | may gain Christ and be found im i
that 1 may keow ki, 20d_ the

of his regum@‘n@n, and the fellnwadnmp of

his suffesings. - E@rg@t&m the things
which are behind . . . 1 press om towand tire
goal . » (Phll i, %-14).

Do ycu @bsefve the two words * suffiered "
and ‘* sufferings 7 Must we sufffer i leam-
ing to knew Him? We may know scprashiing
of Him witheut much cost, but the et
treasures and the deepest seamsis of that leandl
are only to be found by a costly wiay. Shalll
we shrink back becsuse of this? Iff we ake
tempted to do so, let us remember hiow feeat-
lessly Capt. Scott and his men suffiered o @im

etiilly kmowltetge. How mudh moe wosths-
wilthille 155 tie Hesveniiy! A thwe ane alikayys
tiese tremendous promwises ffor us two ligy heddd
of a5 we g on witth oun heawenlly expbeimgg:
o B aave tings e e i
tw NE W ane: adbie
((H Q. . 13).

“ Gauli iis aldre to madie adl | gyreee abovndd

unte You; thgtmm hrea admaa;‘ns;ﬁaslllsmfﬁﬁ
GRIMY 1 exes eyesly
\wmlk U ( Il(Ewr K. 8).

ve you s O5HEY thm laat ygb#
If rmtt, o will mhgﬁimtm@nmymruu}éﬁg
stend fully the staries thety wee stedl| shiaare teo-
griher, Brfiore gringyany funthen sappmsee you
kneell dowim amd udf%mmm thedt you waattteo
kmow Him and to esplive the wealthyy lbad ©
et i “ im Cmests’™ andi asl Hinm too reveed
Hnmsellf @ r hmit I kaoow B wiilll nett

yaw iff thus seedk Him,
ﬁ@r Hehmswadi “* hipm aonedth too mee I
will im mo Wikse cssdt @uit’* ((idhm wi.37)).
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tt@ comR With HR to the AmMenciccim oy neakt
iR, AR@ eXAIY HiRR XU Ieadl off the bittesr
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Now mome muft Chindt cedn sa&ﬁify
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ness of that into which we, as Christians, are
brought. But unfortunately to-day, in so
many directions, the only bigness amongst
Christians is that which is according to the
world’s standards of bigness, not the Lord’s
standards,

Now, in these Scriptures, there are four
great things. We might call them ‘‘ The Four
Pillars of the Faith,”” “ The Four Great-
nesses,’”’ and we have covered them all in the
two chapters which we have just read; in type
and principle, they are there—

The Greatness of Christ, David’s greater

Son;

The Greatness of the Cross, as suggested by
the altar and the immensity of the collec-
tive sacrifice;

The Greatness of the Church, the House of
God; and

The Greatness of the Word of God, indi-
cated in these chaptérs at two points;
firstly, Solomon’s greatness was said to
depend entirely upon his faithfulness to
the Word of God; and, secondly, Dawvid,
in committing it all to Solomon, said that
he had received it all in writing from the
Lord—the word of God governing.

Those are the four great things of the
Scriptures.

The Greatness of Christ

We begin now with the ficst—the greatness
of Christ, He is brought into view by the
foreshadowing in Solomon; Solomon, whose
name, as you know, was aiternatively Jedi-
dizh, Beloved of God (II Sam. xii. 25). How
Solomon was chosen is a very remarkable and
very wonderful thing. We shall say some-
thing about that presently. But you remember
the statement made at Solemon's birth.
“ David comforted Bath-sheba his wife . . .
and she bare a son, and he called his name
Solomon. And the Lord loved him; and he
sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet, and
he called his name Jedidiah, for the Lord's
sake "' (II Sam. =xii. 24-25). Just store that
up for a little while,

His Sonship

But as we approach Christ through Solomon,
there are several farly general things which
lead us on. Solomon, in the first place, was
the one in whom the full thought of kingship
according to God’s mind is set forth, in prin-
ciple and type. We know that his reign was
the peak of Israel’s history, Although David
1s always referred to as Israel's greatest king,
and rightly so, nevertheless Solomon brings
out all the gloty of David; he is the full, ripe
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fruit of David's kingship, and he comes into
his place as at the very top of all kingship in
Israel, on one spiritual principle, and that
principle is sonship. Sonship is the full, ripe
fruit of Divine thought. There is no higher
thought in the Divine mind, and no possibility
greater and higher for any being, than that of
sonship in the Divine sense; the calling to son-
ship is the greatest thing that ever God has
extended to anyonte. In Christ, sonship is full,
and Solomon represents that truth and prin-
ciple of sonship. ‘* Solomon . . . shall be my
son, and I will be his father ** (I Chron. xxi1.
10). *°Of all my sons (for the Lord hath
given me many sons), he hath chosen Solo-
mon " (I Chron. xxwii. 5). It is the gather-
ing up of sonship in a full sense and full
measure in lnm; and that is a pointer to Christ.
That gives us a very full indication of what
kingship is according to the Divine mind; it
is sonship.®

All that 1s true of Solomon and recorded of
him 1s just a shadow of what Christ is spiritu-
ally, and you begin at the topstone in the
fullest sense, the full and the final revelation
of God, God’s speech. *‘ God, having of old
timme spoken unto the fathers in the prophets
by divers portions and in divers manners, hath
at the end of these days spoken unto us in
his Sen ”’ (Heb. 1. 1-2}, or, as the kteral is,
‘“ hath spoken Son-wise.” You cannot go
further than that. e has reached the end of
all parts, and found inclusiveness and finality
in His Seon. That, then, is why Sclomon
nccupies the place that he does occupy as at
the very peak of kingship; it is the principle
of sonship embodied. He, then, is the ripe
fruit or full expression of the Pivine idea—
kingship; for kingship is a Divine idea, a
thought in the mind of Geod.

His Moral and Spiritual Kingship

But now, in relation to what we have just
said about sonship, that Divine thought con-
cerning kingship 1s not just of an office or of
a position, Kingship, in God’s mind, is a
matter of a kind of person. Person—vyes, but
not any person. God does not make anybody
a king; it is a #ind of person. It is moral and
spiritual. Those are the factors which support
the Divine Throne—moral and spiritual fac-
tors, and His king must be the full expression
of moral and spiritual features. With God, a
king is only a king when he is of kingly
character, hot because he comes in a line of
succession, or on any other ground of choice
and selection at all. With God, kingship is
kingly character, and Solomon, matvellous to
say, in the sovereignty of God is brought to




that place where kingship reaches its fuill ex-
pression, so far as the type is concerned—
which, of course, always fallls short of reality.

Buit when you pass from Solomon to Christ,
then you have this very thing in pre-eminence.
“ 1 have set my king upon my holy hill ™
(Psa.. ii. 8), Why?r—hesause: He is kingly. En
the fullest, most complete sense, He is the
embodiment of all those high thoughts of God,
morally and spiritually. When we speak about
Jesus Christ as being Lord, when we think of
Hiim in teems of kingship, lordship, nullership,
and of His kingdom, we ate not thinking of
tempotal things; we ate thinking of spiritual
things. FHe holds His pesitien in virtue of His
ehaiaeter, what He is in person;; thesie is none
lgte Him. [n His essentiall qualities, He is
that,

Satan’s Counterfeit

Biit then note another thing. Here is this
Divine thought, this Divine idea, about king-
ship, whieh is, in sueh a full way, represented
by Selemen; but where you hawe a Divine
thought, eafrying a Divine inteation, you will
always have anethes, semething which is iim-
tended to take its place. So you have te go
baek 1n the histery of lsrael in the matter of
kingship and you fnd the Divine thought sub-
verted. The first of the line of actual, temporal
kings was Saul, and Saul was not God’s
theught, but the embediment of man’s theught.
At a pelnt when the spiritual life of Istael was
very lew, when spiritual rmatteis were not
dominant, Satah feund his epportunity, as he
always does when the spiritual life gets llow.
P rushed in, teek adwahingee of the spiritual
esndition, and suggesied the idea of kiagship:
4 it te men of law and peeor spifitu-
ality : which meant that, net having Ged’'s
m@ughg%_ and Ged's mind, net being men of
the Spirit, they aececepted the suggestion, and
found a king afer thelr ewn mind and thus
?&%ipitatea this matier, forestalled God’s
hought, and pushed Saul iA: De yeu hetiee
huw that has happesedl agaim and AgalR—a
Divine theught earrying a Divine intentien,
and then the epemy seeking to ferestall, and
putting in §@ﬁ1€iﬁlﬁg§aeﬁ the same principie, But
of a different kind? [t happrar@, oF Rearly

apprmed, with Selemen Rimself. Selemen
was ehesen, and David hadl given Rhis werd
about Selomon; . theR Admiph, Ris Brether,
werked. subly, and ga leaders areund
hith and made a feash, and was preclaimed
king, te earry away the thiene fiom, Selemen.
Thank Ged, it did net werk, But yeu ean see
what teek place, Rew exaetly in keeping this
§s with semething that eommaenly happens. It
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s going to hayem in the way. God
is aboutt to bring in, finally amd fullly, Hiis
king, His Son, and Satam willl heme Antichrist,
the embodiment of all human about
kingship, pushed to the fore to try amd amtieii~
pate God.

Butt let us mote that, not omly in these great
ways,, but in every way, a low stai: of spiritual
life is always Satan’s opportunity for giving
something on a Diwine prcigle, but whith is
itselff falbe. The omly safiy i in a fulness
off spiritwall life. That is what came ouwt im
Selomon—saffetty when things weie at - fulfess
i Fsrael. Thane was 7o chamce for amytthing
else to come in. Sal is pet along e lipe
off suspicien, watching like diegss for ewery it
off heiesy:, seeing whether things ak seund.
Saffety is in e ablsellie: lordship of Jesus
Christ, andi all that that meamns. [f the people
of God get thenie, they meed Rt Worty about
the suecess of these oifher things ak all. I said
at the beginning that Weie ae all Kinds off
maladips affflieting: the Chuieh wWiiih ae die
> this smallires of spimiteall liffe, and these
mAlAdIRS e SUSRIINS, w%;uaa% Rarss, alil
thiis witieh s going about Wihkh is deadening
and erippling and parallysing e life of e
Chureh. If we wewe Qﬁﬂb{r iR e fdl] Heed off
spirituall i and all thak Christ i IS plage
means, we wouldl bp delivered i all iy
mm%%m@ getting en With te Wik of Build-
iR HRHS®, instead of being all ik tme
taken up With—I1S UhiS quite saffe, Quile SOuRd?
Wedl, Sawl was ¥ embodiment OF MaR's idea,
Mt Geds, and e was R atempied Rie-
stalting oF thak PINHL iQught, as ARichrist
Wil be:; Bk it IS dRemed, as ik all man's ideas
When get in Wi way of @rsHss=ulfii
makely, ey 2 desmed.

Sovereiph Grace

One turiher thing abeut Selemoen. He came
t» his place andl he held his plhae by Divine
sovereignty beecause he was beloved of Ged.
Thase twe things mush alvays be kegh together.
Sovereighty, yes, but because heloved of Cod.
Theie is the mystery of Solomen's irth. We
ko who Batihrsittdla was, we ki what hap-
pened, the tiagedy and R bieakdown Wh
relation to Solemen’s Wirith, amdl if You PRI
o ask questivng you gek inie dfficdlties: Bk
yasu have to e a soverelgaty ak Weik bahind
this. AR, whille we do not link dhak With the
Lordl Jesus, MR i3 a iRk, &@m ip HiS ¢as,
Wwhiich eaiiRs this WwondRifll PR, It i3
soverelgn . Oh, if anybedy i e em-
bodiment oF sovereign ¢rak iR fulll expression,
it is Solemen. D You RRRRIN e genealegy
off the Lo Jesws at ¥R opeping of ¢
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Gospels? Do you rememiter some peoplle men-
tioned in it? Rahab the harlot—and Christ
came of her; and Ruth the Moabitess. You
say that these are dark steps leading up to
Christ. Atre they? [t depends on how you
look at it. They lead tight up to Him Who
is the emboediment of sovereign t is
alll yeu have te say abouit it. Gres to Rahab!
Ought Rahab te be in the Divine line? Ought
Ruth, the Meabitess, eoncerning whese people
and hatien the word had been uttered ™ A
Msabite shall net eater into the assemivly of
the Lofd; even to the tenth generatiivh shall
Aeng Bél@ﬂgiﬂg te them enter into the assembly
off the Lord for ever » (Deut. xsiiii. 3)—ought
she te be here? What has
graee has triumphed ever
Where sin abeunded, % ee did abeund more
e&e&e&mgly '+ (ROM. v. 20), and in Chtist you
h Heied up. AR, mark you, it was
gt that B!a% where iR type He had fulfilled
afh the werk of grace for us (n deaith, urial
aﬁe FesHFreetion—al JoRB—tidt Ve heavens
W@E% eieﬁ and the veiee was heard ¥ This is
Eé&éad elovadz Sem v (Matt. il. 17); Belaved of
On the other Ba&h@l brlovednrss is aﬂ!

oh the greund of grace ' HR hath made u
3eeepedl in the beloved » (Eph. 1. 6). * wm
%WE{-EQ us aut 8f m% PRwWaE er Q%rﬂm&%% and
E%?l U3 i{ilEB the l&!iﬂggefﬁ of the Som of

%@&e weonig? Oh,
h=that is all.

r?"

aye Selemen has his
f s iR

ihe Divine Hights at e Lotd

ua% With ee m§ 'i'E Ais 1o rRigh,
85 mft

88i§
b

% i§ or Mt %8 8
Beﬁﬁi d@ %hf%ft Place, Becupied
i 8 H%t %'i% !iﬂ TB%m%e Ves,
HE sﬁ% 8 HhiS u The

f 81§ B%%EE& ﬁ% 'h%\é% esrme

1&&8 g4 WE \6&8 und Upen
i & % ThiS WoRrhd, thEs
fé& i8H:3 %‘% ) i§g e ARH SoRdMD,
t i3 QBBEeE , I8

&d Wriﬁ& B‘M&‘x‘é

H% 190, Sustifcatien, %E;é?% s wﬁ%&%ﬁgﬁ
a{a&gﬁ@g 1{ i§ q ﬁ%m’a%a 93& an sfficial
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d aet so lavishly, unrestrained-
ly, with Selemen? Yau fead the whole stery
of Solemen. It takes a lot of roorm in Samuel,
Kings and Chromicles, far meie tham I shall be
able te give you as a background even for what
I have te sdy, But it seems, as you read, that
the Lord was just falling over el where
Solemen was coneeried to lavish good things
ypen Rim—give, give, give! TMhr Lord gave
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t Solomon rixties and honmur (11 Chron. i. 12).
The Lord, it seems, found mo nestriint what-
ever in just letting go to Sdomon. Why?
Because He was seeiny thwough Sollomon to
One Whom fHe intendkd Solomon to tepresent
as finllly as ever one cam be a eprssiitdtion of
the Lord Jesus. God wag sayiing, iim effect,
[ we ait: going o have a ieprsshitition off the
fteall thing, we willl have a ieall representation,
we willl do it thotoughly. B want as fRir as
He could go with a mam who Was it Hi Son
in teality in this spiritual semse, becauwse He
saw the Odisr alll the tinme.

Wiy dear friends, ders mot tiait comee right
hack to us with this, that a e apprehension
and appeciation of tie Lo Jesus & tie way
tight into tie countenanre of God? Do you
want spikitual fidhesss? Do wou wanit to know
dll this wealth of whith we halll speak as
possessed by, andl given @, SPUbnen? Do
¥asu wamt to kiow wheie Godss sl ean est
upRih You, and ke be without sttt in your
spirituall enlangameni?? How h ik he?? Not
by, stratpipg 9T mﬁ“dﬁﬁ% ror any Kiiid of
iaward seruti Or ofifort, it by

appireeiati fis, Som 7

wiith Gh&h%m% seelidg A Wbymm% G@d‘%
Som i reality by e Iﬂﬂﬂyy It t i
e way. Tk way  Wallk ih it light of the

Divine: countenane Wirie Godl i giie @ Yo,
andl lead amdl teadh, andl ek A enlarge
, s am adRQuaie %@ﬂfﬁé}%ﬁs%h Qff g Lord

RSus, Oceupation Wwith Flim—1that ik e Way;

ame lﬂﬁa strain oul. Wou nRitfe Wiheh

Sollomon Was ih PR, ih timﬁ@: these

Was kst &@uﬁa amwt (1 K aﬁg:s s, amd

had rest, ¥R R m mi st
% Wi,

AR seeing IFTEM ; e stidlin GoRS Qs rﬁaﬂt %ﬁ‘t%'i%

i, ¥he iaward @il Wl steRs. Wes, i i all
wm ;x% Wilth Godlss SR Maving s Rl
R, ¥ %gbeﬁi[%% QReupiRA Wikh i, seeing
Mwmmfemm W afe o leave
it thene. THi is tife givaliipes © ?u@ﬁ}%ﬁ:k—
a glimpse, a Pragnrilt, but oh, it & W t&l&
that, if conditions spiritedlly e & ke ih tm:
thw&ml ith Wihak Wi hiadl

[%&%Q:ll ity days of Sullomen, We shalll
gett @ 1Qﬁh e NitiRARsS Off Bir p@&%-
%ff th and e a geait enlatgement
@‘f hRart, May e Lord @it s RS B see
a lakgen @hﬂ%t tham eveir We: had imaghned, and
a larger Omss, amd a lager O , ¥l a
largerr Word of Ged.
TAS.
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The Basis of True Heantt Fellowship with the Lord

Roeitigs : Jothn xi. 4046/ xii. 4B} xii. 13156/
Mat:. xovii. G403,

'IIT—H?B thought that is chiefly with me is the
utter comtrast between these e SNRRIS
in John xiii.and John xiii.—both of them m
private homes and limited to a selee: GFdR,
completely different im their atm
proceedings. The Lord was centra i betdn,
but the circumstanses leading up to them weie
entirely different in the two cases.

No Real Ecllowship Apart From the Gm

Let us take the second fst %mé
circumstansss out of whieh it a%%@
to get the atmosphere of that hm @%’?
and His disciples for some months had
travelling towards Jerusalem, and the ﬁ%

M&L% m(;a&hdm aimmntnm iom mE?mmﬂi lml:gﬁ
Palthway sppritued | pragyess 1ff cur m
are Jssad with preconcsived iittess  wihioth
mk@ ift fior us to nemive tie troghh.
It was w0 in e s off tirse disdips. So wee
find them om the wal, with the Lond a littlee
withhdrawn from them, conwersing amwog) theem-
selress and sgasyln@, Wi Sl e gpestesst im
the Ki » Instend off brsng im felltovedtiip
Wit the Loyd, walking witth Bitm ad miimiis-
teing @ Him, they wale adually acguingy
ameng themselNes a8 to whidh sttt Hewe pree-
emanenee Whem the Kingrom was sedt up, Tieree
Ve dist g M o o
VY distressing, o aamiieeld adt
hertsalesn and the Lord would aedebisedee thee
Passever Feast withy them, He hadl to mimisesr
e, and brfore tt!mmmlw satt ciwwm adt thiee

of that last journey is a m@mwﬂg D He had to drsdine them fiom the dee-
they journeyed from m fipment of the joumny. He hed to div for
througaout the length of Bﬁléé’ﬁﬁ@; fth@ QG them Wik they W@mwihn& tr div far omee
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leper were gathered that little group—Lazarus,

Mary and Mastha, with the disciples; but the
disciples were onlookers, Although they sat
down at the supper table, they were not really
in the spirit of what was happening there. The
little group at Bethapy had invited the Lord
into that house. They were making Him a
supper. He was the centre, He was their all-
absorbing occupation. Their purpose was to
fellowship with Him and pour out their love
before Him and unto Him,

Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead,
and who always stands for the resurrection
man, was sitting at meat with the Lord.

““ And Martha served.’”” That is a very
precious fragment. Martha always stands for
the spirit of service, but there is such a differ-
ence between her service in the house of Simon
the leper and that which she rendered earlier
in her own home when she was cumbered about
much serving (Luke x. 38-42). 'All the fret,
the irritation, the care, the anxiely, had gone
and she served now in a spirit of heautiful
fellowship,

And Mary was there, who had on the pre-
vious occasion sat at the Lord’s feet and heard
His word, but now brings that alabaster hox
of ointment, pouring out the ointment upon
the head of our Lord so that the house was
filled with the odour of the ointment.

That is the scene. But what is the explana-
tion of it? What is there to account for the
complete difference m understanding fellow-
ship with the Lord between those three who
lived at Bethany and His disciples? By what
road did they come to understand the Lord?
begause that lies hehind the whole story. It
was not only that their hearts were loving,
but their eves had heen enlightened. They
had come to know the Lotd, and to under-
stand that He was going to the Cross, and
through the Cross to resurrection. They knew
that in a few days He would be crucified, and
that He would rise again; and Mary, who had
been keeping that vase of véry precious oint-
ment for the anointing of His Body at His
death, npw poured it on His head as an act of
loving“worship, knowing that it would never
be leeded for the embalming of His body.
He was going through death to resurrection.
Qur Lord must have found the fellowship of
that little group in Bethany very, very precious
to His own heart, for remember He was a man
with keen human sympathies and sufferings,
and He had come from that journey with great
distress of spirit because of the lack of fellow-
ship with those wha loved Him and whom He
loved. But here, in the little Bethany group,
He found what He failed to find among His

twelve disciples. He found those who were in
fellowship with Himself, who understood Him
and knew what was facing Him, and were in
the good spiritually of the fact that He was
the resurrection and the life. They had come,
through the school of acute. suffering, to see
and to know what He was.

Understanding of the Cross Comes from
Experience of its Operation

The whole story of John xi. is fascinating
and full of instruction for us: the Lord stand-
ing back from them in their hour of need,
allowing things to take their course and come
to the very uttermost of human tragedy, and
then coming on the scene when therr hearts
were broken, when everythipg in life had
turned to dust and ashes, their home in ruins,
their loved one gone beyond all hope of recall.
The point of the tragedy from their stand-
point was this, that the Lord could have pre-
vented it, “ ¥f thou hadst been here, my
hrother had not died.”” Tt was true. They
had sent for Him and He had not come, and
He did not give any explanation, The Jord
never does explain His reasons. He said,
* Said I not unto thee, that, if thon believedst,
thou shouldest see the glory of God? " And
they saw the glory of God. ‘" This sickness
1s not unto death,’”’ the I.ord had said, ** but
for the glory of God, that the Son of God
may be glorified thereby.”” The end was not
death; just as for Him the end was not death
on the Cross but resurrection, ascension and
glory. When they heard that voice of com-
mand, ‘lazarus, come forth!” and saw
their brother come forlh from the grave, it was
not only, or even chiefly, that their human
circumstances were changed and that tragedy
had been turned to trivmph, bot they had
come to see the Lord, to understand Him, and
the full implications of His word had broken
upon their wondering and worshipping spirits
— T am the resurrection and the life; he that
beliecveth on me, though he die, yet shall he
live: and whosoever liveth and believeth on
me shall never die.””  They knew what He
meant then; they had come to know Him,
1 want to say very simply that it is the way
in which we do come to know the Lord. As
He aflows us to go through the difficelties of
life, as the tragedies and the sufferings of life
come to us, we bring our requests for deliver-
ance to the Lord, and so often He stands back
and does not seem to answer us. Often He
allows us to go through the depths of suffer-
ing and seemns to withdraw Himself—and we
know He could deliver. We know that by a
word He could change the whole sitnation, yet




He does not; and how often our hearts have
been wrung not merely because we are suffer-
ing, but by the agony of the thought that we
are suffering, as it seems to us, unnecessarily.
It dees not seem there can be any good result
from the course things have taken. [t seems
to us as we go through that it is all so useless.
Instead of being life, it seems to be death;
instead of being light, it seems to be darkness,
The Lord allows it—that is the heart of the
pioblem. One word from: Him and the whole
thing would be changed, but He does not speak
the woerd. Ome touch of life from Him and
death would flee, but He does mot give that
touch and we are left to go through. But it
is in the geing through we learn what the Lord
is, we eome to understamdl Him, we ate brought
first of all into a knowledge of Him and then
jnte fellowship with Him. Thete is no other
way. [f there were an easier way, the Lord
weuld take it, He would deliver us; but it is
the enly way by whieh we can eome into that
fellowship with Him in which He is for us
Aet enly eue Saviour and eur Lord, but our
very life. We live by Him and we learn what
He is; net enly as eur deliverer, but as the
eentie of all Ged’s purpeses and the Ome in
Whem everything is to be fulfilled, first of
ﬁllliﬂ BUF expeuiRNes and thea in the larger
kealm

The Fragranece of a Life that Expresses the
Cross

As we come thus to amn understanding of
Hign and te a fellowship with Him, we aie in
the place where we ean minister to Him and
Bring Him the costly offerings. WWe ean Being
tlm the leve that (3 Bery in eur Reartis in the

%% of friah. We Eé‘ﬁ Bﬂﬁ& Him the appre-
atien apd %'Px% %‘&4 ed el to whieh
ave EBEB the s E disei uﬁs aae;

%@@gh e
i “ﬁf%; d Wﬂézl %%a o “ﬁﬁ I ‘%E%
%‘@:&% is g ?;; %%ﬁ% ag@m t!&% liflee that has

gene thraugh m% @ih%@ line of suffering and
eome te knew the L@;& in thal, a fragranee

Wwhich Is VEFY wanderfiull and ‘é@f’ pegutifel

apd {Bﬁ'ﬁ EQBB%E B% {HHEQ‘@@&' A i that H§§
pe th fBH with @ed Q'ﬁ@ come Qut iR
iE{8 %Hﬁ% %ﬁﬂfﬁ ﬁﬂ Hﬂ&@ %QHQ-
E%é’d f é" g%.s, a%sag m aﬂ%
u§s ;g w E

R agmgﬂ E% m%%f’ﬁ Egﬂ ng%@

RIECaNs 19 1R Uhtts e kog ?
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The Lord’s Deligiht in True Fellowship wiith
His Own
I close by saying this—the Lord gets some-
thing out of our sufferings, as we come to
kiow Him and to fellowship witth Him in_the
deep places of experirine, thalt is very precious

te HiS heart. ¥ ’Ehﬁ:xr madke i a supper
there.” [ am peefRetly sure went aw
Frm that suppRir ki andl

am equally %Wr'% ﬂ}»@tt e Lol 'Hm&@éff wa%

e coplik apdl gneatly
%B%@:E%Qi 13) ﬂ'@, "rtu Reawse, e Wfe At
ety 'ET?': %% haViRg Wi s &

%s
wl&%% B%f% E%ﬁ% E% %ﬂ%&%&%&% 2%

Wwere 18 'BW%'P;H

Off counse, yf@uﬂamwm& Lazanss, Martha
and Mary weie mot at the tomb on the resui-
fection moraing, They didl mot help @ E&m
spices to embalm Hiis lb@d:y Wheiie: \w&:
T thimk tﬂh&fy ek %h‘th’ﬁ% ol %‘t
the pRws off Hiiis &%&uﬁ%@ R@ﬁ
was a t&wfﬁeham; LQJ
resurection and
;@1 @‘%ﬁ?ﬁﬂfr wn%ﬁ \oma& % '}Rﬁ‘éi 'P&Qi

W%% @Pﬁ!ﬁé % E‘Pz% %%: o,

m‘z%%% %ﬂ %%ﬁ% et § %

?{G % 9}'1

i %‘i&&%ﬁ%ﬁ i) z%'“ o, restirhed ?éf%
Amdl we cam go through Ehﬁfﬁa’% deeprst trage-

dies and sufferings undismayed, %&@lﬁ&@@%

if we have come to kaow What the Loid s in

His own Pessem, 1 khow HILM & e resumes-

tu@m and e life. Let us bR 1Rse WAS Minisies

to the Londl, whe wfresh B heath, Wie make
Bliih 3 SUPRRT CQHRuAILY.

Wﬁ%‘c‘h"e

%%"r‘!h
EEHE&
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“The FEruit of Conflit"

“ Out of the spoidl wor in batvhs dill shey
ghiiéatere to regaifr e Vousee of Wi ovdd ™
(¢ Chmorw. wovin. 27). Thee wenmgion giless a
shightz vemiatiGos-—""‘ Oul of e battitss andl the
f i} il ey deditaige v yepaily Wi owse off

Lbeati”
TBIEE emphasis for this moment is mot so
Much upon the batilks as upon tihe one
werd here which is translated * repair.” The
werd feally means to strengtiiem, to make
selnd, te eensclidate. Thwe aie battiks con-
neeted with the building—we kmow something
about that—nbut here they aie not partimularly
felated te the eriginal building. When the
uilding is doae, it needs preserving, it meeds
{is original splendewsr matntained, its first
Iory kept; there needs to be something that
ap  maiptain it aeeording to Ged's first
theught in 1f; and if this word is to be taken
g it §£%‘i§cf—-rﬁe?arr, maintain, preserve,
sfrenginen, eonselidate (the Authotised Ver-
s16R does translalie it ‘makntain ") —then it is
something which has e ge on affesr the work
% BuildiRg. 1t lesks like a reseive that they
Haéﬁ_aﬁ%m% - the building Faliling inte disrepair.
1 HIAR If 1S gﬁgz there that ihe force of the
WHAlE Verse Fests: ¥ Out oF i DalliRs and the
refer if, U Out of the spoil

apak 8&1, : : 3p@
{ | &!&%% deditale (o Makntain
e & 184"

BgE |
m%é\li{%
guse 8f ¢

Eenflict Allewed by Divine Severeighty

\Wril, the message in that is, [ thimk, wery
appasent. It lles right on the surface. Divine
wisdem werking severeignly alss comifliets
as 3 way e keep things streng, pwie and
healthy. ~Batties seem te be necessities for the
very Butity of that which ¥he Loxd is seeklng
o Rave. ‘Cenflicts, in the Divine judignent,
are esseptiall to malnterante. We do net al-
ways 1eel upen them like that; indeed, it is
Very often difficult so to regard W tetrifie
eanticts inte whieh the Lord’s peeplk individu-
ally and eslleetively aw so frequently throwh.
Wee know semethidg abeut e conflicts. It is
At neeessary for me to il you thak these
are sueh thifgs. We kpew that Ry aie -
ereasing in thgir intensity, and sometings they
get almest, {f nst aliggedrer, beyend 6uk
lowers Bf endwanfie. It spems Ui IS VeF
{ttie ' let=Hp ™ In the RuwmbeR: oF RaWRS tha
\ gught. 1t is iR e pluwal here—
—*« OHt 6f the Batiles . - - Yoy and I kiow
g g00d deal about the Batdes, the real spiritual

2

batttiks, the enemny coming iin lile a flocd], the
funy of the: oppwsswr, the comstantt efffott om
fiss part to break and to destray us. Qur
question often is a5 to why tie Lod allows
it. We are hardly out of e effoee we are
in amother;; and thee s 1o dodbit abwiit it, the
Lord allows it. [t may be tiat tee are
some things wiich could be cut shoit and put
back, but on the whole, the Lurd allows Hiis
people to know wery mwch eurfifdt andl pies-
sure; and as we enquie: why, this ik frag-
ment dors give us alt leasit & pait off Wik answet.
When we examing the: histery of things, we
cam e it i quite tiue thalt amy Hrieasee, amy
preservation, amy maintaining, ot allong
the line of what we Mhave @ailied fwh ouwr
deep experiences.

Whatt the Church bas secuned] hy way of
confflict, triwl], pressure andl adiwersity!t (Of this
were a literall building around whitth we could
walk att the: end of owr dayss, we should e able
to sese quite a lot in it wihith we codid felate
to a definite expriinoe of conffist andl tiial
through which we went, andl we ol say,
Thatt came out of so-and-so, thalt was e -
sult of thatt particular badl time thait [ had.
Spitituelly;, it is like that. E4eh oW We can
see in our lives something lite Whals, and it
willl be soait the end. Nf we uske Qi Ihagiher-
tion, the: trutth holds good (1f it i Mt actwllly
like this) thait fie Lo wHil b dHk 1@ tele us
round [Hiis completed wark adl say, Do Watk
see this andl this? Do you RRRIMIRT Whalt Yoa
went thiough? Tiat i the Rauk T it, the
vallwe of it, that is Hie good thalt Game Vit OF
it It was all bt e e R, ik gieak
eternall ediffice of Codls own s, Tt was
something seeuwied thiough PAIRS; it Was e
spoiil that WeRt 1o W MR ; it ReOMRRY SR~
thing that was lost of orighnall Gy, Pty
W.ﬂ Ettt%& ﬂggg %@”ﬂﬁl ) M%W

Sl Pk Yok Yh SOrRethings, Qi
off that FR seewred] Whak Was rié%%%;&rrxr [
%&gw%@gﬁgt a heatesrd] i oF Whikh R

The Enefy Used as God’s Isidiuniink

Wée wifll Bt et owr iPpAginaAtion Gy 4 1R
fBir, but we cowlld w@he tir HoRRd ane
Rt him bade a ik alt W weswik of HE O
slaugiis—nait 1 i greal galiffeiiRgh. Xoh
s Wwhat {w did | Weou mran it 1 destroy;
it ags worked W OtRr Way. DRSS YHE meamh,
thed, that Wwhen e LU i aliNe 1 MR
ihRalenrd s o Rilkik, Rk wed ) a




Austln Sparks Net AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

strengthening, a repairing, a recovering, when
He sees that things are weakening, crumbling,
He lets the enemy in and allows him to make
an onslaught? Doees it mean that? [t has
ptoved like that. You cam find rauch of it in
the New Testament. It was not omly connected
with the seeuring of the heuss, with the win-
ning of a way for the building of the churches
and the Chureh, that theie was conflict. But
8o often, afizr the Lotrd had estalbinird a
chureh, the saints in it went through great
conifliets, and you find that it was in that way
that things were kept pure. We ecammet keep
the Lerd’s things pute by sound deetrine alene.
A lot of people think we ecah—thait we ate
beund te have a pure thing aceording to Geod'’s
ofiginal theught {f we have the deetrine right.
It dees net werk eut like that. It ders het
fean that the deetrine is a matier of littk ¢on-
eern—off eourse, it Must bR Hght and seund—
bt there is semething mere thah sound deetring
peeded) te keep things straight. Yeu wiill Rever
keed things whelly if a §Biﬂ£%‘1 way a%@efaiﬁ%
1 Gad’s mind by having only a %%
Rigue aﬁe perfee gy EEB@GB& teae Bg T'h%
are kel EBE ¥ing and pure eply a3 ‘06%&2
the fires with them, as we l%%‘% ESBHEEE
Which i3 assoeialedl With these things. Every
it Bf truth wiileh we receive, if w E%%%'i\(v% bt
fivingly, Wil take s iRIQ comilik and Wil be
eatablined thraugh E%fﬁh%i: ![{ Wil B WoFH:
ie§§ it there ha% Been 3 Battlie over it Take
pasition the EQrd ¢4 %allé u E% E%'k% afd,
e

BHQ 1aking it wit % %%Ex

e | iE L %a %%-
%%%é&%é{;:% sit8 H k%% iR %&
BeeR EB\!S

a5 B
YBH %‘(F‘e 8E 0 %i%}z"%ﬂ; Fed
§i el

it W eh 30
€ 8891 !i%‘c iH E% &{ 8H 't% i e EHEM
§§§35§ . Yol §3 \Wigte 12 PN

§8V fo g ¥ at &8?% wl%,

el @ﬂ%%
BWS En% §§§3uit m%wmg ite u% iﬁa

by so doing you axe going o gett something
as a result which you mever waowdlkd feae gatt by
jnst taking the position mechanically. Mt has
to come to you, mot techmically, fuit spiititu-
ally. Out of the battths some extr fator willl
come. D@y@ummmmmtﬂimlfs peasely
the meaning of the Apestile’s wordss, ** Wi aie
more tham comguens . . .” (Rom. wiii. 37)?
The Lord does not alllow wttla@sj}iﬁtt@ g
us to victoty, simply to fheme a fighit in ordkr
tw win, To be meore than aifs RIS
that tiee ought to be something @it of the
fightt thatt is more tham just Deing wiher you
weie befoe, a maintaining of yaur qesdition;;

something out of it—the il of hatik. Wy
have mot only brateen your for, wou have talem
semething fem him of extira alke.

Theat leads to ameiflwr ‘thought. Mhss the

epemy got things wihicth are of valie @ tie
med:l? Cam he really yirdld wellisss to wihalt is
of God which are only securst thiough thiks
confllict? WL, it is trwe; e hass much, wery
ruueh, wihich, wirested fiwth thilea, eh lb%auuﬁ)y
the houwse of the Lo and sieigitieen  thak
wihich the enemy meant 1o destioy:.

Wadli, it is out of the baitlhss and tie com-
fliitt that thene s thatt dediaie @ repair,
stiengitiam, maintain, lesp pue aid healthy,
the howse of the Loxd:; and we e to sgak
this grace thait, when we pass o eorfiidt @t
some position we have tallem in dindltasee 1
the Loid, some lire thalt we afe following
wihich we kiow t© e te Lord’s way for us,
and we find] oussiless thown e e worlex
of a tertible conffliet, we may renrmiler Whak it
s mot loss thalt lies iin tihalt dileetion alt adll.
It is something extra, it i spull fam the
hatitle; the confliit iy going 1® WY something
fusr the: house of tie Lo, If Wwe Gam oy be-
lhieve that and aceept e PRy avd i triall
i that light' The Lord gike us StRegih %
o tahe hold of e conffird in Rifth thait We
eally do believe thalt e ik something
coming out of it wihith is MY thamh Hee Was
beffore, something very mueh for Wit Lo,

T.AS.

NEXT SPECIAL GATHERINGS AT HONOR OAK
(I ¥he Toad wwillis)

Saiuretbyy, 3.380 ardl 6.3D p.m.

JANGARY 4—6

ford’s Pay, 11 a.h., 3. 30 andl 6. 30 p.ih.

Moidky, 11 a.m., 330 and 7 p.oh.

23



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

“A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY ”

Editor: T. AUbTIN SPARKS

Assistant Editor : (. PATERSON
is issued bi-menthly., There is no subscription, but the cost is met by the gifts of readers. The paper
is sent only to such as personally desire it. and we count on friends to advise us iminediately they no
longer wish to have it.
ALL CHEQUES for the magazine, literature, nnd other purposes, except to persons as private gifts, should
be made to:  WITNESS AND TESTIMONY ** Accouni. All enquiries should be addressed to The Editor at
13, Honor Oak Road, London, 8.E. 23,
Address all personal letters to Mr. T. Austin-Sparks.

“A WITNESS & A TESTIMONY ” LITERATURE

By T A-8.
THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE MYSTERY. In two volumes. Price 2s. per volume.
Vol. 1. ALL THINGS IN CHRIST (postage 4d.) ; Vol. 2. THE MYSTERY (postage 34d.}

WHAT IS MAN ? (postage 3d.); WE BEHELD HIS GLORY (postage 3d.); THE POWER OF HIS

RESURRECTION (postage 3d.); GOD'S SPIRITUAL HOUSE (postage 14d.} all 1s. 6d. each.
THE CITY WHICH HATH FOUNDATIONS (postage 23d.}; THE BATTLE FOR LIFE (postage 23d.);
IN TOUCH WiTH THE THRONE ({postage 2d.) all 1s. each.

THE SCHOQL OF CHRIST (postage 2d.) ; THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS
{postage 11d.}; THE ULTIMATE 1S>UE OF THE UNIVERSE (postage 11d.) all 10d. each.

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD (postage 14d.) . 8d.
THE LORD'S TESTIMONY AND THE WORLD NEED (postage 13d); THE CHURCH WHICH IS
HIS BODY (postage 14d.) 6d. each

THE CENTRALITY AND SUPREMACY OF THE LORD JESUS CHIRST (postage 14d.}; THE HOLY
SPIRIT AND THE CROSS, THE CHURCH, AND THE COMING AGAIN OF THE LORD JESUS
(postage 1d.}; IN CHRIST (postage 13d4.) ;: THE NEW BIRTH (postage 14d.}; THE SEAMLESS ROBE
{postage 1d.); all 3d. each.

BETHANY ; THE BLOOD, THE CROSS AND THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST; THE
INCENSE BEARER ; ThE REST AND ThE COURAGE OF FAITH ; CHRIST—ALL, AND IN ALL;
GOD’'S END AND GOD'S WAY ; BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB; STRIVING IN
PRAYER; THE MINISTRY OF ELIJAH; UNION WITH CHRIST IN CONSECRATION; THE
VOICE OF TdAE SON OF GOD; STEWARDSHIP; (postage in each case 1d.} all 2d, each.

CAPTIVITY IN THE LORD: THE CANDLESTICK ALL OF GOLD: THE TIME IN WHICH WE
LIVE ; TEE MEASURE OF CHRIST;: ON KNOWING THE LORD; CHRIST IN HEAVEN AND
CHRIST WITHIN, (postage in each case 1d.) all 1d. each.

WHAT 1S A CHRISTIAN ? No. 1. $d. each; No. 2. id. each {Postage in each case 1d.)
By H.F. THE PERILS OF LEGALITY 1d. each (postage 1d.)
By W.N. THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 3d. each (postage 1d.)
THIS MINISTRY. Vol. 1. and Vol. 2. [Series of Messages given at Honor Oak] 6d, each (postage 13d.)

Enquiries for literature should be addressed to:—The Editor, '' A Witness and a Testimony ",
13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23,

Printed at the " Witness and Tastimony "’ Press, 18, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23.




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

Vel 25. 8. 2. - T Aah, Wi



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

A bi-monthly ministey by which it is sought to lead the Lord's peopk into a gneateer fidhesss aff
Hiis Son, Jesus Christ our Lordl. The paper. is maintained by the offerings of thase wiho vallieiit,

MARCH-AARRIL, 1947.

Wo. 2, Wadl. 25,

The Meaning of Christ

CHRIST CRUCIFIED

VA7 HEN we were mmkm abeuit Uhis fﬁa‘ﬁ%&

in its wider range of i secend mam,
the last Adam, our key PREase fiom Seriptute
was 1. CeF. xv. 45=" lask Adiam beeame
a life-giving Spirit.” Then we preceedrd {9
Be sesiipied with the uRigHeness of the Som off
Mah. We added to thak 1. Cek. V. 16—
“ Whetefere we heneeferih knew ne man after
the flesh : even theugh we Rave kpewn Chgist
af@r the fesh, yet now We kpow Mim 5 A
meke "=limply mg thal Cheist has 1 PR KRRWR
in anoiRl way tham after the flesh.

Now we move on to the third phase, and we
add anotherr well-known passage frem [. Cer.
ii. 1, 2:=

“ Ands 1, brethven;, whewn I came umo oy,
came nov Wi ezmﬂmm off speecl’ oF off
wiktdbmn, proclaiiniigy 1o your Wes mypieryy off

Gal. Forr [ ehierrisd wov @ Knaiw ey~

Wihge awonge you:, save Jesuss Chridhs, and

Widnz cmmﬂﬁeﬁ’

The meaning of Christ?—Jesus Christ and
Hiim crucified.

The Undereutiing of a False Man

Although we have net, by a Very gieal way,
eovered the meaning, for owselMes individie
ally and for the C u&@ﬁ; of IHis inearnaiion
and earthly life, we have & meve on and
eome anew io the meaning of CREist m %B%
terms 8f His Cress—agailh semethin

yond the £e§§f@s1w of Ok cOmPasHY w& B
a §H8f¥ time, and 8f neesssipy t %

erhaps 1n enl atticular; and E%&
Ehat %ﬁ% €ress 8? WE EQLG Jesls WAy &\%

25

undereuttiing of a falbs mam t@ make way for
a e man. We have seen how thalt tue mam
was brought in, and e s s vty migh
mote contained i tese slemnents of MBS

Wi, @h@?ﬁeﬁ&f&:@fﬂﬂ}&lﬂ} SR s SRR
andl ¢om R, l[%rﬁamﬁew e bk,
andl e lifke @)=l gomprehends

T
%\%e thing o B ereaiih. e centiall
allope="" I am e i =it dra
‘%&* of ey bt 3 Snfeasaly:
a
h. !B ottRy \Words, M o,
e e Nan %&93591 Q) @88’%
B %1%@?1%&%%%‘%%% a]pge 1 Y1 P fh%

%,% Btfaaae
9&% %ﬁﬁ

1KFe, RRRAIEe, H?e%%@r
'ﬁ%‘%

'ﬂﬂﬁz i Maﬁ according 1 Godss
andl intention wass bW iy iR iheArnAtion;;
Hie hadl grown wWp amdl lived HI5 lifte by e
Spikit;; HR hadl bren RIRA, al Howgh RS-
g hadl brem @%ﬂ%@:&%@ il e t!%%é’h
atesiedi, andl thRH esfaHisRd
heaveR—theie as R RIS @Mﬂg% m@w

Brethiesh, MR SRR ad % pakesh
©Q Wh‘i‘él}‘l {1 S SRR WA Wyt i 33. '?HUHH
E’i‘x‘?‘:ﬁ @‘t!& IP)%fRﬁee Ti'haatt %‘é‘lﬁ
%8?&%&35'&
F§e 'f?x% %% %% & &gzﬂ;;l %?1
9%'?1 £ ?@% ife
' y H fife
o 43 5@%% it
tht
tt%%t"e lf)%[} , AN % FS %éj(;l s seci%%ﬂl
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the Mount of Tramsfiguration. So far as He
Himself was concerned, it finished on the
Mount of Tramsfiguration. He is glorified,
Hie is attestedl from heaven, Hie is clothed
with heavenly glory; for Hiinsslff thetie is
nothing whatever to stand betweem Him and
entivce trlumphantly inte heaven; but He
turAs and cemes dowh the Meumnt, aﬁ@i takes
up this further phase of Hiis meaning in rela-
tiop to the falke mam, e man whe is if a
plage from which he has to bR remeved 19

make resm for the Aew E@fﬁ%&%&% WY man.
Thiys He desesnds and fomh that time He
meves taward that
{Bg fepresentainge 8 m% fal

Bint whete He stands as
man. E% %’Px ohe

IS EIBss, If Is that.
I{E%;c

8 EHB

sige 8
side, Whe

=
Nj:

?—k:
Uy T O G

ﬁ‘?nSIBEIr
seHlatiVe
aepdd 3? ti

I%EG?{?O o e 1 ¥

L iyht:
ghitshd "%
t GGt ARSGShBb
tiw pmg £§9Mige tl??g

Wt
EPRUSNET
anotlamy okle tarthe mehtepusagssriel
WaUtsnmeomgheé‘nasnhrs@leofi@oeharadrﬁ@r
W@ nHQh&S phomehtecvmmsohdsodor Golihat
mﬂtn?}gmabecmnméhgtzxﬂ@hmusaﬂssmﬁﬁ@dztéd
fremt —Hibavals rigestitemantis anHut et reimier
sants Hewias qraste ain réprevsntingle theretose
standsamd Idomdsransdes rewresamiee sotho ifalse
}udgmend chismsssatdenritde Istioke @ Jdivpne
awebgment| fdismissakt cancsddating : kb isvpat
Boays atfifudwee iwanivied sezirgaidedknand wihig
Crediiomttitidataby tofvand ocanselves fonmd thirs
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working in of the Cross in principle, coming to
know what He had accepted in a very practical

- way along a thousand hnes; issuing in a glori-
ous triumph so far as He personally was con-
cerned, and heaven attesting Him as trium-
phant.

Now He is actually going to the Cross to
make all that good for us, and possible of
transmission to us; to bring us to the accept-
ance of the Cross; then through the working
out of the Cross, unto that triumphant issue in
glory.  You see, this last phase 15 not for
Himself, it is for us, every part of it. That
threefold sequence 15 now taken up in the Cross
to be made good for others, for His:Church,
for the one corporate new man. So we are
immediately brought to the Cross of our Lord
Jesus on one principle. It is the principle that
came it to govern when He went to Jordan—
that we, after nature, after our ‘Adam relation-
ship and life, are altogether put out. From
the Jordan onward, in the more specific and
posifive way, with Him everything was—the
Father. ““Not my will, but thine ' (Luke
xxn. 42). T delight to do thy will ” (Psa.
x1. 8), Everything was referred to the Father,
and Satan’s effort all the way through those
long three and a half years was 1o get Him
in some way to act on His own ground, His
own choice, according to His own judgment,
after His own feelings: to allow Himself to
direct and govern His procedure, His activi-
ties: to do it of Himself independently, out
from Himself; and the one persistent attitude
and determination of the Lord Jesus through
the whole course was to refer everything to
the Father, and to defer to the Father about
everything. The governing thing was—** My
Father *’; 1t was *° Father, Father,”” all the
way throngh,

“ No longer [, but Christ”’

Now that is taken up for us in this way,
that it 1s ‘‘ no longer I, but Christ.”” I have
been to Jordan, I have been to the Cross, I
have heen crucified, 1 have been put into a
grave and have been dismissed, I have been
ruled ount, I have been cancelled, I am some-
thing not acceptable to God, T am false. It
can only be Christ now; all must be referred
to Him. In every thing, whether [ understand
or not, whether it is painful or otherwise, 1
must refer it to Him, T must defer to Him,
¥ must judge nothing of myself, decide
nothing myself, I must not came into the pic-
ture at all independently. It must be Christ,
only Christ.  That i1s the meaning of the
Cross. I have gone out and He has come in
—the. new Man. I am on other ground, alto-
gether other ground, and that Cross is the
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great divide. It stands there to say
“Finish '' to a false man, and to bring in
another. 1 am not going now to begin to
analyse the old and the new man. 1am simply
stating facts. In His Cross the Lord Jesus
has undercut a false man and ruled him out.
We are that; dear friends, we are false, we
are not the true thing that God meant when
He made man. We are different, we are other,
Satan has mterfered and made man altogether
other than God intended, and man is a false
thing. But Satan is seeking to keep and pre-
serve and propagate and maintain and minis-
ter to a false humanity. God has closed the
door, in the Cross, upon us. Oh, that even
Christians recognised this more! Here is the
realm for our repentance—not only of our sin-
ful life of the past, and our sins, whatever they
may be: vices and evils and so on: but re-
pentance that we have come in at all, that we
have allowed so much of ourselves to come i,
even for God. We cannot fail to be impressed
with this, that inside of the whole system of
Christianity the old man is sporting himself;
he is making a name for himself, getting a
rcputation, gratifying himself, using the very
service of God to bring himself into the lime-
light, to express himself, to realise himself;
and that is the reason for the lost impact.
“ Can Satan cast out Satan? " (Mark ui. 23}.
Can the old man cure the old man? Can the
false make the false true? No! We have lo
get out of the way. We are getting in the
way all the time. We are meeting the old man
so much in one another. We see it, 1t almost
obsesses us, we know it about ourselves. It is
somelhing about which we must continually
repent, something we must continually repudi-
ate, and ask the Lord to deal with in the power
of the Cross—more and more to dismiss that
which He has dismissed, to make good the
mighty dismissal when He turned His face
away, and said m effect, You are dismissed,
I have done with you, you no longer stand
before My face. Now, that refers not to a
gross, vicious sinner, but to a man, a kind of
humanity which has to go in order to make
room for this other Man,

Why? While that is, in a sense, the nega-
tive side, it is very positive in its working,
and we have stayed long with it because that
is the realm of all Christian experience, right
through the Christian life; 1t explains what
the Lord 1s doing with us, and why He deals
with us as He does. He 15 getting rid of uvs;
He got rid of us, and He is getting rid of us.
He 15 working out the riddance of this rubbish.
The more we know of ourselves, the more we
agree that it is rubbish; the more the Lord lets
us see ourselves, the more we agree that the
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best thing is for us to be got rid of, and very
often we would get rid of ourselves in the light
of it, But, thank God, He has done this in the
representative and inclusive Person of the Son
of Man, and now He 1s working it out. We
can trust Him to work it out. Do not put your
hands on other people and try and work out
their death—the Lord will do it. Do not put
your hands on yourself and try to work out
yvour own death; hand yourself over to the
Leord, He will do it,

The Repreduction of Christ through Death
and Resurrection

But as He does it, there is the other side.
As the one is_removed, the other comes in.
The movement goes on in even balance,
making room for the true man, for Christ.
He went to the Cross to get us out of the way
representatively and inclusively in Flimself,
but He also went there in order to make pos-
sible a reproduction of Himself as He was
truly; not as He was made in that moment---
sin: hut as He was truly in Himself. I am
not talking about His Deity; please leave that
out of the question. 1 am talking about the
Son of Man. He went to the Cross in order
to malee possible a reproduction of Himself as
He was as Son of Man, and reproduction re-
mains inscparably upon the ground of the
undercutting of the false man and the instal-
ling of thc true. 1In other words, it remains
upon the ground of death on the one side, and
resurrection on the other. There has to be the
continnous working of His death in us to get
rid of that which is false and can never satisfy
God or be used by God, that there may be a
continuous working of resurrection to bring in
more and more of Himself. It is the way of
the Lord's repraducing of Himself. We
know that from the law of the grain of wheat
— ' Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if 1t
die, it beareth much fruit** (John =xii. 24).
But this for-us is a thing which has repeated
crises. 1 do not want to dishearten or dis-
courage you, but I must say this, that these
crises do not become less acute: they hecome
deeper and deeper as we go on. Sometimes
we think that we have touched bottom, and
that we can never go lower. but we have lived
to prove that we can go deeper yet, that there
really is no bottom to this thing so far as this
Life 1s concerned. ‘Well, do not lose heart
about that statement. I am trying to say this,
that the T.ord is out to bring in His Christ in
ever-growing fulness, and in order to do that,
room has to be made for Him by getting rid
of the fallen man which is in His place. The
meaning of Christ is that, for one thing—
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reproduction. What 1s the most reproductive
vessel and instrument of the Tord, reproduc-
tive of Christ? i 15 the most crucified vessel
or instrument, the most dead to the old man,
to the life of nature: that which has had
taken from it its own competence in the most
utter way, which has been brought most com-
pletely to the place where it has nothing in
izellf but everything in Him. That is the
most reproductive vessel; and do remember
tirat the Lord is after a reproductive vessel.
* [t 15 nol good that the man should he alone *’
said the Lord about the first Adam, and He
says the same about the last Adam. So God
made the woman, and she was called Eve—
‘“ because she was the mother of all living ™’
{Gen. 1. 20). But that was within the limiled
reallt of a cerlain life which was not eternal
life, for they had not partaken of the Tree of
Life to live for cver. Christ is the last Adam;
the Church, His Eve, having taken of the Tree
of Life, 1s Fis vessel of reproduction, and she
comes in by way of the Cross. It 15 after
Calvary that the Church comes in and becomes
ihe Jerusalem which is above, which is the
mother of wus all {Gal. 1v. 26), the vessel
through which Christ  reproduces Himself.
But mv point 1s this, that the Church which
s really going to reproduce Christ is the
Church which has been to the Cross, has come
out of the Cross, and is continually coming out
of the Cross. This is only saying in other
words that the law of enlargement i1s the law
of death and resurrection continually operat-
ing. Oh, do we not know it in our own per-
sonal experience? It is true that any addi-
tional measure that we have of the Lord has
come ever and always by some deeper experi-
ence and working out of our own undoing,
our own dismissal.

And what is true of the individual will be
true of any local company. It is possible for a
local company to be put again and agam cver
more deeply into His death, and, as it is so,
io be enlarged with spiritual measure, and with
Divine reproductiveness, Oh, that the whole
Church were conformed to that law! What
a different situation there would be to-day.
in the beginning it was a crucified Church,
and 1t rapidly multiplied, reproduced.

The Reproductive Vessel
{(a) Corporate, Not Individual

Now, this introduces something perhaps
bevond what we ought even to touch now,
but let me hint this to you. This is why every-
thing in the New Testament was upon a Body
basis, By this I mean a Church basis.
Nothing was individualistic, nothing merely
personal; all was corporate, on a Body basis.

e e
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Let us remind ourselves of the word of the
Lord in Isaiah lv, 8, 9:—

‘“ For my thoughts are not yvour thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Human thoughts about God. The matter

touches us all intimately in our everyday lives.
Why is God doing this with me? Why is He
not intervening in that other situation? Why
is He not exercising His power and deliver-
ing from such and such a burden? Why does
the Lord send His servants into this hostile
world and allow them to sufier at the hands
of evil men and be thrust hither and thither
and driven like a leaf before the wind?  Oh,
how prone we are to allow our thoughts to come
into operation and' to put question marks
against what the Lord is doing! What a fac-
tory for the making of 1idols the human brain
is!

But here is the emphasis of these opening
chapters of Deuteronomy. . When we come
into Christ, really into the land, where some-
thing of the sovereignty of the Lord, the

éovcrmnent of the Spirit and the work of the.

ross in us is really entered into and we begin
to know it, then let us take care that above
everything else we slay, break down, cast to
the earth these human ideas about the Lord.
His thoughts are not ours and our ways are not
His. We must allow Him, as Lord, liberty
to do things in His own way, however per-
plexing, difficult, and wrong it all seems from
our standpeint. Though we may seem to be
at the mercy of the world, and driven to and
fro, faith must ever hold fast to this fact—
that the thoughts of the Lord about our pro-
gress as Ilis witnesses may be very different
from ours, and we must beware, and take heed
to break down all idols. The energy in the
words on this matter in Deuteronomy is most
striking, and if we are really going 1o he
strong in our testimony for the Lord there
must be corresponding energy in our attifude.
We must refuse to allow any such thought to
govern us as, for example, that the Lord has
forgotten us. *° Hath God forgotten to be
gracious? 7 That 1s an idolatrous idea to be
broken down with energy. Of course He has
not! Oh, the Lordship of the Lord is our
sheet anchor! The Lord s Lord, and if any
doubts or questions arise in us because of the
seeming contradiction in circumstances, they
must be energetically dealt with and not for
one moment allowed any place. Cast down
the human thoughts to the ground and hew
them in pieces !
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In Deut. xii. 10, 11 we read:

“ When ye . . . dwell in the land which
the Lord your God causeth you to inherit

. . . then it shall come to pass that to the
place which the Lord your God shall choose
to cause his name to dwell there, thither
shall ye bring all that I command you *’

What is in view in that twelfth chapter is
the bringing into expression of the Lord’s full
pattern.  In the seventh chapter, which 15 so
much like the twelfth in some respects, the
word which seems to stand out is this—

“ Know therefore that the Lord thy God,
he 15 God; the faithful God, which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love
him ” (v. 9).

Taking the two chapters together, we can
relate the two thoughts—the faithfulness of
the Lord working out to the realization of His
full purpose. Whatever the Lord allows or
causes to be done, however contradictory
seems, by virtue of His sovereignty in every
realm it is in point of fact an expression of
His faithfulness, And more than that, it is
a movement toward the accomplishment of His
full thought and purpose in His people. Both
facts are at times diflicult to believe, if we
dge by the things seen. So often the Lord’s
interests seem to be jeopardised, and not pros-
pered, by what 1s happening, and we instinc-
tivelv ask how can such things be for the build-
ing up of the saints? How can the removal
of a servant of the Lord {from a spherc where
he seems so necessary be for the advancement
of the Lord's interests? Well, do we beljeve
the Lord is Lord and that He is faithful both
to His servants and to His purpose? Then
we must conclude that these strange develop-
ments are with a view lo the more speedy and
satisfactory fulfilment of the whole purpose of
God, and are an expression of His faithful-
ness in keeping His covenant.

The thought to be emphasized is that we
need Divine energy to take our stand in this
matter and to refuse to allow any of the idols
of human creation, human thoughts about the
Lord, to hold any place. We must hew them
down. Can we apoly that to our personal
problems and bring it right into the realm of
actual situations in our lives? This is the way
to rest, but it demands the exercise of real
energy of faith to effect it. The idols of nature
must be ruthlessly destroyed—and the Lord
will give strength for the task. ‘‘ The wea-
pons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but
mighty before God to the casting down of
strongholds; casting down imaginations . . .”"
(II Cor. x, 4,5). ‘" As for God, his way is
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You know also: that, if you are a born-again
child of God, there is anothet Man in you
active, and these two do not get om well to-
gether, and that is largely the root and cause
off all your teouble. But in the wider realm,
this is true of the whole two wofrlds.

The second thing is that, over those two
creations, there are two lords. Thmee is the one
of whom we have read, the pii of this
world, the great euler of this wwrld-darkmess
with his hests, his hordes of evil spirits—
Satan, the Dragon, the Dawil, and his angels.
They aie thefe over tie old ereation and
%@V@fﬁiﬂg it.: On the olfiry side, there is the

ord Jesus Who is Lokd of the new ereatien.

Two Realms in Conflict

Thiiedlly, although we do not always feel
it to be so inside of oumaliess, there is never-
theless from Geod’'s gtarmdminit andl in God’s
mind an abselute divide beiwesm WRSR tWo.
They ate split apart by nething less: tham the
Cress of Christ, and that Cress Is immeiss, It

uts things in twe entirely separate realms.
ater we shall esme 1o %@ Wi werking of that,
Bu& just fBE m% mement I %'i‘ﬁt!f‘ch@;%t& by remind-
yoeu of the obiect that the tt'l% Paul

B m view when Weitin gx the Corpthians.
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the other hand, ihe means, the Basis, R in-
strumenic o the Eord Jesus (A e ey sfeaﬁ%
is the spirit of man—eof eaurse, reARWed in ne \oo
BiFth, Quickened and raised and JJ%E%TE Wif
the Lotd ene SPIFif, awa indwelt g Hﬁ
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comfllictt hetvesm soul amt] spirit im the im-
dividual;; but also in tie lEogger wedd, the
wheole wotld, it is like that.
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Al Satanic activities ae sowbwize, THat is
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the secthing of your soul like a ferment ower-
flows your spirit and destroys iits poise amdi
strength and grip. Sometimes the metihod used
is -to depress. Youw feel temribly digpressstl.
You cannot explaim it, but somstiimg Has
happened im the atmosphere and: reggistaeadl
upon you, depressing your spirig. Yes, all tihe
Lord’s people have know that. David knew
a Jot abeut itt. “ Why art thow cast dowi, @
ffiy soul # And wity art thow ai%i@tt@@ wittim
fme # Hepe they in Godl; for 1 shalll yet ptaise
him ** (Psa. xlii. §). Sometimes you have to®
talk te yeur soul like that. You know tle
a%@&%%&% of the seoul e fake youwr stteaisth
away, to sap and drain youF spiritiul wttdltsy.
Semetimes the methed 1 {8 bring the soul it
darkness. What &ﬂ@i@u Rts the Devil madie
an Martin Luther slong that e, {9 bring ﬂr&@
ihe darkness of gecusstion spd
where his s éﬁE@ Sif ustification @m sl
¥ HBH Wéé Hhae H weakened 1!

%ﬁ 81r ’§ g@ :§ 1ot é@&ﬂf ttl'i‘étt
B §8H f§ Hx‘ &‘

Sometimes the wm% is 1o mﬁm@ the s,
and, oh, what a ot of sueess the Devil has
%n@d along that lime. Nebuchadmezzar was

very embodiment of this wholke principlfeof
soul life. * Is not this great Bab , Wihhiicth
I have builtt?"' (Daniel ix.. 30). hat ls the
spirit of Antichrist infllating the soul.
word of the Lord is, “ 1ff a2 man thinlketth lhml~
self to be smnnretr}ung wihem he is motthing (gi
really is, from God's standpoint, motihig) “
deceiveth himself * (Gall. wi.3). How mmany

people there are deceived allomg that line of
se]f-lmpmttamme 1 Yow know what this Woild
is like in this matter. Butt the tragedy is tinatt
the very realm of the things of God, the wwmilk
of God, has become the pleygrownd for that
sort of thiﬂg, people exhibiting their owm sed -
importanee, and bringing themselves iiit®
prominenee—all the expression of an iifited
sotl life. Yeow find absolutely neiling off that
in the Lerd Jesus when He was here, but the
exaet eppesite. 1 am meek and lowly i
heart * (Matt. xi.29). “ He €d ouit Hhis
§9u1 UH’E@ death ” (Isa. 1iii.

ih W
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works out in warfare. Christ works sphiit
wise. Soul cannot cast out soul, and the sewl
cannot cast out the Devil beczuse the Devil has
already got it in his hand. Satan has

ground in our souls, but im our renewed,

again spirits he has no place. The evil syrrlilt
behind evenytihimg) can only be overcome by &
spirit strengthened with migihtt by the Spirit @f
Gol, and that means by a sulbduing of the
soul to the spinmit.

The Subjecting of the Soull to the Spiik
Now we have touched a new aspedt. Tie
Lerd spoke figuratively when He said that we
should take up our cross and deny munssdivess;
and later He went further with that im a liktee
fuller explanation when He said * WWhosoever
weuld save his soul *'—that iis the word tiere
=" ghall lose itt; but whosoever shalll llose }hlrs
soul for my mke the same shall seve itt’’
(Luke ix. 24). The whole soul life, the whole
natural life of ours, has got to be brouglht limto
subjection to our renewed spirit before tie
enemy can be cast out. Iff we are actuated tpy
natural, soulical interests, we have mo power
over the Devil; he has grownd. It is amly
when our reasoning and desirimg and feding
and willing have been brought imto suibjeduion
to the Spirit of Christt im our spirit as ssme-
thing inside of us, by our own determined and
deliberate choice, that the ememy can be die-
feated. The enemy can make havoc im a lifle
that is lived on the soul level, as he didl att
Corinth—even though it be the life of a
believer. The degree im which our matural lifee
influences us is the degree im which we ane
powerless over the enemy, and, lett me negpsss,
it is im that realm that thmgs matter. e
real issue of life is im the spimiuall realm. Our
accountability, our weorth, our valwe, Iis
measured by the degree im which we ek
there. It matters not winat we are heve im tiis
natural world. We may be impontant nreple
here naturally but we do not count for any-
thing real b@y@nd a few passing years, and
then it is Stc framsw’ glone miundii—ss0 PRSRS
the glery of the werld, Tt is how much we
count in things %Wﬁmﬁdl that s owr 1eal Valwe.
Spiritual Ascendancy Demands Faitho
Now, let me say further and again, thimes
that are seen, things that happen, are ROt ALKE,
they have spiritudl fastors behind them.
yoeung peeple, try t@ get h@l@ of this.
the Lefd te hel to this really
registered in your e@m, net a§ 2 part off your
religious edueation or infermation, but really
as a working prineiple i your hwes. Your
diffieult situations, held-ups, fresaions—
they are not just alene by fhemselves. 1ff you
are a child of Geod, there is & spiritiudl faaler
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you cannot get this equipment by mere Bible
study or by any kind of soul-training. VYou
can only get this along the line of the disci-
pline of the soul and the strengthening of
spirit, and that is why there should bhe a
predominant element of practical life in all
training for the Lord's work. For instance, to
know how to live triumphantly in spirit with
difhcult people. You will never go out to meet
the power of the enemy behind this world
unless you have learned how to meet him in
your own spirit'and under discipline. So the
Lord puts us through a severe grueiling before
He really commits to our. hands spiritual
responsibility.

Let me say at once that the soul is not to
be annihilated. We are not wrong in having

souls; cur souls have to be won, to be mastered
and brought into charge of the spirit so that
the self-element is eliminated and the soul
serves the spirit and serves the Lord, and not
ourselves,

You see the nature of spiritual warfare; you
see the realm in which things matter most,
Well, this takes us back to our eatlier message
—-the reconstituting of us and the building of
us up in an inward way, the increase of
spiritual measure. May the Lord use this
meditation to secure for Himself the instru-
ment that He needs for casting out the prince
of this world, for establishing and extending
His true spiritual kingdom and reign.

T.A-5.

The Fellowship of the Spirit

Reading . Phit, i5. 1-1}.

HE *© fellowship of the Spirit ''—that is
one of a number of holy experiences
which form the basis of the Apostle’s appeal,
but it is something more than that. The
fellowship of the Spirit is one of the most vital
concerns of the people of God. The Holy
Spirit’s presence among us and in us is to be
i)'rfi the basis of fellowship, sharing a common
ife,

Now, we are accustomed to think of the
Holy Spirit in more personal and individual
terms. Quite rightly, we think of Him as the
power for service—and God knows how much
we need that power; or as the Spirtt of wisdom
upon Whom we are so dependent for our
knowledge of the will and way of God; or of
the sanctifying Spirit through Whom alone
we can live holy hives, All these are aspects
of the Spint’s working, and true aspects,
which we need in a personal way.

God’s Purpose in the Gift of the Spirit

But the weakness of the people of God
generally is a fatlure to get beyond such per-
sonal experiences of the Holy Spirit; whereas
the true nature of this most wonderful gift to
the Church is that He forms the living basis
- of relationship with the exalted Christ, There
1s not only the possession of the Spirit but
fellowship with Christ in the Spirit. More-
over, He forms the basis of our corporate life
together—the fellowship of the Spirit.  So
that the great purpose in God’s heart concern-
ing us in our experience of the Holy Spint is
to constitute a full corporate expression of the
exalted, enthroned Christ. This 1s a realm
into which very many Christians have not, at
any rate consciously, entered. Praise God for

ah

knowledge of the Holy Spirit as the power for
service, and so on, in individual lives: but the
great puarpose of God in this age is that there
should be among His people a fellowship, z4e
{ellowship of the Holy Spirit-—which 15 some-
thing iar more, far greater, than any ind:-
vidual experience of the Holy Spirit, however
great—and which constitutes the full expres-
sion of the fact that Jesus Christ is Lord of
all, We all need a clearer understanding, and
then a deeper experience, of what God 1s after,
of what God means by the fact that on the
Day of Pentecost the risen Christ poured forth
His Spirit. Thank God for every partial ex-
perience of that, but there is a full purpose in
the heart of God bound vp with the gift of the
Spirit which is hardily realised by the people
of God of our day, or perhaps, of any.

The Spirit's Goal—the Enthroning of Christ

Now we look at the Lord Jesus as so marvel-
lously depicted in these few skilful, descrip-
tive lines. We look at Him as the One 1n
Whom the Spirit came in fulness. Every
feature of the life of the Lord Jesus from His
conception and birth here to His being carried
up to glory was done in the power of the
eternal Spirit. Jesus Christ was the Spirit-
filled Man. Oh yes, we say, of course He
was! Look at the power of His utterances,
the might of His miracles, the wonderful,
sensational things that He did1 Well, that
was the Spirit truly, but if a Spirit-filled life
is nothing more than that, then you may write
the biography of Jesus Christ as you would
that of any other spiritual man, you may look
on a life that is finished-~thanking God, per-
haps, for the fragrant influence that still con-
tinties—but that 1s all . But can you write the
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biography of Jesus Christ? Of cowrse youw
cannot!

But here we have another side of this same
Spirit-filled life—He emptled Himsdlt. Nofte
the terms used—" humblkst* “ a seevaant)”
“ obediemt,” “ the Cross™ Yaou say, 1
thought He was full of the Spirit. Those twwo
things go together—™ full of the Spirit ™ =nd
“ emptied Himsdft'" What was the Spimit
doing as He led Jesus .Christ to the Cross?
He was leading Him to the Throne, Wihsit
was the purpose of God im this life that was
led on by the Spirit im this way of sufteiing
and to death? 1t was that He shoulld the
highly exalted and given the Name wihich is
abeve every name. And so the Spiritt's pur-
pese 17 Jesus Christ was fully realised, Aot
these mere eutward, passing essions of
P@W@f iR His ministy, theugh were of
he Spirit, But when, By way &f the Cress, Hie
was earried 8 the Thtene and reseived fhom
the Faiey authorty for @ wniversal kingdem.
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sure the kingdom of God was exoypesssall.

Relatedness Musit Have Practical Expressiom

Now, im Paul's day and wien he wote to
the Philippiams, things were otherwise. Oh,
mem were preaching Christ, they were true to
the fundamentalls of the Gospel, they were outt
for souls; and shall we not say im same nmes-
sure they knew the power of the Holy Ghost?
Buit that is net all and it is not enough. The
Apostle Paul thanked God for i, and for
wveryone who was preaching Clirist, and for
everyone who was walking with the Lord and
seeking to serve Himm; but he had been showm
the true F pose of Ged in the eaming of tihe
Hely Spirit—net that a number of men should
de g@@a sefviee for the Lerd and then go t®
glory, bBut that there sheulld be comsitiutead
R eorperate vessel which truly expressed ithe
Snthrened Christ By their rellatedness
£#hd their relatedness {9 Him. Alas, dhe
Ag@%ﬂ@ Paul had to say of these vary man—

YOl seek thely QR (PRIl i 20y, Hew
subtle the B%lel 181 He will even lat & He
éu§¥ il the Lord’s service, oui-and:-out fior
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im sawe dbe Lord tiks weay,: ey wealdt
sarve tihe Lord their way. The Dewill weas
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expressionss of His Church and we meed to w®
that the fellowship of the Spirit is die-
veloped alomg that line and that we are malkimg)
our due contribution. Some of us may e
neglecting this side of things. 1ff we are, lait
us ask ourselves whether we are reslhy know-
ing the Kingdom of God im et
is not a personal matter; that is expressed im
the Chufch. Others of us may peraps e
lesing our keen apprecidtion of the need fior,
and value of, standing clasely together iim tine
Lord. Alllsuch tendency results i weadimess.
Ouf business.iis to see that itt is not yidlbat to:

te eultivade fellowship = wherever we are and
wherever we go, to have this impressed wpom
euf spirits in a way i which it can never e
feeved—that God’'s purpese im givimg tine
Spitit 1A this dispensatien is not merelhy to Have
Spirit-filled Individisells but to express i tihe

Clinrdh tihe gitoires off His Spinitt-fillled Bon..
That is Godl's purpose—a punposs, s 1l ssay,

ligmored ly so meany; and et is witee wee
come lin—io ey, to e, it meay e teo
e, tiestt tiniks nesnedddtoon Hae comvegydd.
It iks @ spored trustt.  Tff tie Londl Hwes reseedded
it o ws 1N ANy e, wee e it cn trosst
titreatt 1kt sthoulld the meneedtet! tto Hiisspragiite. TiHuat
s wr moimikstiny—lett ws gdinee cuiraghues teo ikt
Oh, lat ws mediise thhat thaygdh Satan caanot
pull dowin tihe ILord Pesus CHribst quit off tike-
Throne lhe can dhdlange tihe fiant and weakieen
tihe impatt of that ingdom, e can peehagps
postpone itk manifestatan iin us, thraigdh udgp
fior eneentitiing uinn the eenteihpginmidg,

gpl?d Iﬁ}h@ mehitenance of, tthe fidliaveifipp offtihet
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{people.
(b) For the Emiclimentt of His Panple

The Queen of -Sheba came to see heozuse
s0f the Name of the Lord (I Kimgs x. 1)). The
Name of the Lord is that which is involved im
this. The Name of the Lord is hound wp watih
the fulness of Christt; the glory of God die-
pends upon how Christ is ssen and knowm s
the Divine fulness. 1t must come to this—wue
scannot keep away from it—tiett the Lord iis
only glorified as His real fulness is lhrougitt
inte practical revelstion im Christ in the house
off Ged. While the first and all-gomaiiiig
thing Is thie glerifying of God—Gafl gave
Solemen fiehes and pewer and wikdam, it all
traces back to Ged—the thing which itmmedii-
akely issues is the enrichment of Wl@
The Divine bownty Was Rever o e
limited t8 Selomén as a solitaRy idividigal,
this one man by himself walking @§ 2 sgllaied
HHlE 17 his KiAg4em, iﬂg @1 lkH§ WeAkH

BH mmégﬁ éﬂél liké one

EHEHE’%Q’%H{ R Hié @w&fﬂ a%. gv Fhed i
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When yeu turp to the o the I %
51ans, ¥@u have that Temarkab @ my%
BUs ht le phrase i Paul's prayer szﬁrﬁh
of wisdowm and revelpiion i the kne Xy
6hm&—“ that ye way know - . . the 7#des
@f the g oF @f hn Ttanee i the Supis -
(Egph. 1. b at dees that meamd Well,
in the mystery @f @@«d it Ay ean that Chist
has something im the saimts which is His inm-
heritamee, ng which He—and He adm
kmows how it can be— s as worlh havi
something for His owm satisfaction, by
He Himself is enriched. 1 do mott know Ihow
that can be, but I do see this, that Chrisgls
inheritance is received from the Father, alil tie
fulness of God is lavished wpom Himm andi
stored up_im Him, and He brings iit imtio tie
Church; His inheritance is brought imto tllme
saints. Whether that is a true exegesis or
I do not know absolukelky; but 1 beliewe ti‘mﬂ
there is truth im this, that Churist brimgs intio
the Church the wesltth which He has inberited
as the Son, just as Solomon browght imio tie
house of God and into Jsrael this great weslkih
which had been givem by Geod. It was His
inheritance in the saints, not flor Himsellf.
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fulffil a stewardship of the riches of Clunist.
Amtl that will be our vindictiton, our justtifice-
tion for existence, the Divine cmiificaie fior
our ministry; there is no other ground. Have
we got the goods, can we meet spimfusdl meed ?
Wil what we have s3olve the problem off
spiritual weskness and limitation?  Whemn
people are im desperation, then is the test of
our stewardship; when people lhecome csurssiinis
of their need, then should be the vindication
of all our laims. Have we winatt fis meedied »
Tihiis is the will of God comernmiing us, beesuse
it is all for us im Christ, the greater tiam

Solemon.
His Food
() The Satisfaction of His Reaple

Wiee come to food for a mumeatit=S3RAMNS
prowslon for @hé day. Living @a% ih 3

CORSTIOUINESS, A

how full Chnstt is—that is where @Gul's
glory is. This is not just a statement off fredt;
it is God’s thought, God's will. Amd those
witio have reallly come to the place where Clurnisit
occupies the positian which God has appairtsd
far Him—have come there imdividually amd im
relationship with other belliewars—know weary
well that they have been deliwearatl ffam
spiritual limitation, and there is pikaitty, tihare
is wealth, abundance, an open heaven, =and
the Lotd is not restrained; He is givimg Hind
giving and giving. These things of Clarist
are all ef a piece, and cannet resllly be i
lated. Yeou have te have the greatness of dhe
Cress in order to knew the wedklh of Clhirigt.
You have t6 have the greatness of the Chwiah
in erder to express the wealkth of Chwiat. Bt
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just a naturahst, dev,cnbmg trees and flowers,
iheir beauty and so on?
irees were symbols; there was wisdom. It was
not. just botany. Certain men of education
will make anybody wise in that respect, but
not m the sense that Solomon was wise. God
gave him wisdom, and Solomon saw through
the trees Divine principles. The cedar which
is in Lebanon—what 1s it? It is the very
symbol of nobility, of spiritual greatness. In
the Old Testament, trees are types of men,
and here in the trees there are characteristics
hidden, Divine thoughts embodied; and Solo-
mon was getting through the outer structure
to the inner mecaning, and unveiling the wis-
dom of God in the creation. In a word,
Solomon was showing that everything that
God makes is not just something made and
something in itself; it embodies a Divine
thought. All the ordinances of the heavens,
all the heavenly bodies, all the  forms of
nature, cmbody some Divine thought and
principlf‘, and the wisdom of Solomon was in
disclosing the Divine principles in nature,

{(b) Divine Secrets Apprehended

““ He spake three thousand proverbs: and
his songs were a thousand and fve ”’ (I Kings
iv. 32). What are proverbs? Well, they are
statements with a hidden meaning. The same
word 1s u&.ed of the speech of the Lord Jesus.
Our word ‘‘ parable ' is only another word for

““proverh.” ** He spake .. . in parables’’ (Matt.
xii, 3, etc.), that is, statements with hidden
meanings; and the wisdom of Solomon was m
bringing out hidden meanings. And songs—
instruments of worshipping and exaltation.
You remember what the Apostle says about
the Lord Jesus—'* . . . in whom are Zd . . ."
{Col. 1i. 3). The Lord Jesus does not talk
to us merely about trees and nature in parables,
but He says, ¢ It is given to you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom »’ (Matt. =i, 11).
In the Lord Jesus, there is, by the Holy Spirit,
the disclosing of Divine secrets by which the
very creation will realise its destiny. Do you
see that the way to the realisation of God’s
cternal purpose is the way of discovering the
secrets of the Lord? Take the inclusive thing
—the Church. The word ** mystery *’ relates
to it (Eph. 1ui. 3, etc.). It is God’s mystery,
God’s secret. Before the world was, God con-
ceived it and projected its eternal vocation to
serve Him in high purpose through the ages
of the ages. It is the deep secret of God.
How, then, will you and I realise our very
destiny according to God's eternal choosing
and appointing?  Only as the Holy Spirit
reveals to us the secrets of God. ¢ Things
which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and

No, he showed that
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which entered not into the heart of man, what-
soever things God prepared for them that love
him, But unto us God revealed them through
the Spirit”’ (I Cor. ii. 9-10). What | am
getting -atis this, that it 15 not good enough
just to read the Bible and take it as it stands
on the surface. It is necessary for the Holy
Spirit 1o disclose to us God's hidden things
as they are snmmed up in Christ. Chrst 1s
the wisdom of God, Christ 1s the fulness of
Divine knowledge, the embodiment of all that
by which we are coming to the realisation of
that great destiny and purpose for which we
are chosen in Christ; but there has to be a
work of the Holy Spirie disclosing what is in
Christ to our hearis. It has to be along this
line and after this kind—that the Spirit shows
us something in Christ, and we say, [ have
never seen that before. It comes with the
power of a revelation which changes us from
that time right on, and makes all the differ-
ence. There is something more in that than
just reading a passage of Scripture. You may
read a passage a thousand times and know it
by heart, and then the Spirit says something
and that old familiar portion lights up, and
you are brought to a new place in consequence,

But remember that all this must be practic-
ally expressed. 1 know that it 1s said that
the Queen of Sheba #card of the wisdom of
Solomon, and the Lord Jesus said she came
to Zear his wisdom, but it also says that she
saw the wisdom of Solomon. ‘¢ And when the
Queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of
Solomon, and the house that he had built,
and the meat of his table, and the sitting of
his servants, and the attendance of his minis-
ters, and their apparel, and his cupbearers,
aned the ascent by which he went up into the
house of the Lord . . .”" (I Kings x. 4-5). This
was wisdom to be seen, not only to he
heard. The greatness of ‘Christ is not some-
thing just to be listened to; it is something
to be scen, to be manifested, those who
circle round Him.  The Church is to show
forth the ecxcellencies of Him who called out
of darkness into His marvellous light (I Pet.
i1. 9); to show forth the wisdom, to make
the wealth to be seen. We have already spoken
of the need for manifesting the satisfaction
which we have in Christ. Let us see to it also
that our apprehension of the Divine thoughts
does not remain only in the realm of our under-
standing. And even if after all that we have
been saving about the greatness of Christ you
do not really grasp its significance and have
nothing more than just this impression—that
Christ is much greater than ever you thought
He was: that will do to begin with; but ask
for something more than that—that it may

1.'1
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become an inward reality and a working factor im yowr liife. e @y, witedt 2 (Z}hﬁssthr?x:e;:fcl; e
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(Acts viii. 37).

APT. SCOTT and his men travellrd as
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built their hut and from which they lbegan their
exploring. Their principal ohject was to try
and reach the South Pole. The only pussible
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the sea like a very slowly movimg river. it
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k>

sseantat] &6 1itf thheyy omuslt dmifitt coutt tto seea 2 bise
lrtt. Butt by gyentt offfots theyy ssuceeedel iin
neshing the Bomicer aandl seavetl threir livess—
tihoughh thwee off thsir ffor pPones  weere-
dirowmed

I have nmoft g tto gjke mygre off thee
thrilling deteils, hutt you willl guesss thedt thee
men lkemed firom thniks essprience nrdt too trosst
im treacherous s iiwe exan thvogih itt lbeddesd
all mightt. The anlly ssdie 1oee wass am the Baricer.
Whhatever difficulities sandl dangpns thene imggtit
e there—and there wae pléetyy!i—adt ldeast
limesites—tine Bramicar weas thhe Higdh nomall tte.
exanywinere elbke tinett tiey diesieet! tto resadh, aaed
if ey weare tio mdke any progress adt adl | thiesy
wvast get @ tio tihe Bamiter aandl sttay tHesee.

New alll this i e alkso 1m thee esplryation?
R you ard I agieed 1m our Iasdt tadk
et Wi Wil selt ot tegrtbRtr—te @%ﬂéﬁetmt
wesdtiny lpardl cadipst ** 1m @mrsse séradl |
find om our jounesy whadt we megy cedll sadte
Brurier ine and diangerous ssm lnes, aarh umitl|
we get on to tihe Bunitr and tegy thepe woe
el meke mo pregress im aur boringy; Wire
may exem drift mightt 2wy aardl bse lisst adtee-
getther. The stoyy off Joim the Bgpisst willl
stow witheett 1| sem. Wee fiingtt nesadl of f Hiimn 1in
Wiattt. iiii. (lbeese lonk ittu). Wihedt aa sstomgy,
tholdl samwent of Godl e wes, (irg seo {épar-
llesdly and corffddentiytto the pregdie!!  Wee féed),
@s we needl, thet He hedl meatte ssomee gyaaet
dliscovernies athout tihe Lond, ardl thet He wisas
sttandtimg  firtnilly @0 cbsdutedly sedlil gyomoyadd.

iy el moxe Himt! Mo fiear «off Hids
dirifting helpasdly cutt tto steal  Aadd pett wileen
we turm to Mt =4i . ((ltease reeat it)) wee fifidd
him tihere an dbagether ditfteeent man. e ids
diowiiting andl wieetkHin=rmt curee wieee hae
standis—wendering wiathar thiings wHidh hee
Ihed flommerly Wit weree reedlythive affter A1l
Bﬁ-{g MM @@;@ the %ilﬂ‘;t:@s" iffiie Hiit_%eumﬂ&r H_l‘ﬂg;

5 WP it5 GAEMHRIHIEN VY 1hR
dlaikness andl i \v&ie fteal wee weaitt 140
sthaut €0 fikm:: * Gat GHf tthat wingafe iiee, Rstins!
Run flor your lhifke! 1At ARy @t G-t a0
the Baviar Agai: yow'll e tHses! *”
What had made Allthe diftsancey Wee sthat!
g the ANSWEF it (WP WERRS, IR dﬁgmmﬂ
delll ws WAL POIRA WS diEHY ARAME tHhe Tierad

L Jhm i 34, 41 - thiss
I J%]ﬁéﬁ%%%%%ff@?@%&éh% - this




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

Matt, xi. 3. ** Art thou he that cometh,
or Jock we for another? "’

How confident the first statement is, and
how full of doubt the second! Do you see
what has happened to bring John on to such
«langerous ice? He has allowed doubt to lodge
in his mind as to who Jesus is. He hegan
‘magnificently—** This is the Son of God.”
The Lord Jesus tells us Himself that this is
the really solid ground. (Please find it in
Matt. »xvi.) He asked His disciples, ‘“ Who
say ye that T am?" and Peter answered,
“ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”” Then Jesus said, ™ . upon this
tock I will build my church . . . 7 Do you
‘notice what the Lord sawd-—'* this vock 7" ?
Feter was well up on the solid Barrier when
he gave that answer! The confession, given
right out from his heart, that Jesus was the
Son of God was the sure ground and the start-
ing point for. everything cise. Anpd that is
where I want you to begin your exploring.
Ask God to show you in vour heart, as He
showed to Peter, what it means that Jesus is
the Son of God. Say it to yourself again and
again. Believe it with all your heart. Believe
it even when (as with John the Baptist) it does
not secin as if it can he true. Believe it when
people around you are denying 1t and saying
that ITc was conly an ordinary man like the

2.

rest of us. Never allow a doubt concerning it
to lodge in your heart or mind, for the very
moment you cnlertain the doubt you will be
on unsafe ice and begin to drift.

Could this be said of just an-ordinary man
—*¢ Christ, 1in whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge 7 or this—‘ in
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily " (Col. 11, 3, 9)? Yet these things are
said of Jesns—whom we love to call the l.ord
Jesus Christ. Truly He was not simply a man
Like other men, He was the very Son of God;
and the boy or girl who marvels most at Him,
who believes ithe biggest things about Him and
to whom He 1s most wonderful, will be the
one who makes the richest discoveries about
Him. That is the way to the ** South Pole *’
for us! The one who has the biggest and
most wonderful Lord Jesus, will get there
first! Shall we not, like Thomas, call Him,
“ My Lord and my God ’" {John xx. 28) and
cry with Paul * that I may know Him >’ —and
press toward the goal with all our heart?

Wonderful, wonderful, Jesus is to me.

Counsellor, Prince of Peace, Mighty God is

He.

Saving mec, keeping me, from my sin and
shame,

Wonderful 1s my Redeemer, praise His
Name!

G.P.

The Spiritual Clinic

The Paralysis of a Spiritual Irregularity

ROM observation of the maladies which
come upon the people of God and bring
arrest to His work through them, we have been
much impressed with the fact that the viola-
tion of a Divine order is the cause of much
trouble. If it is true that what God is doing
in this age is not just saving individuals as
such but constituting a ** Body *’ and building
a ““ Housc ' by the addition of each saved
one, then the right position of each is vital to
perfect functioning and heavenly order. There
75 an order, and there is a position for each
member. It is not given to us—Iet us say it
with emphasis—to appoint the place or to
manipulate into position. That is the work of
the Holy Spirit. What we do say 1s that each
member has his or her place, and God knows
what 1t is. Under the sovereignty of the Holy
Spirit each member should come into that
place. If they fail to do so, or get into a
wrong pliace, they miss their essential ministry
and upset the effectiveness of the Body.
‘* Now hath God set the members . . .
{1 Cor. xi1, 18). - Articulation is essential to

"

13

life.

“Unto each . . ., was the grace given
according to the measure of the gift of
Christ ™ (Eph. iv. 7).

‘“ Having gifts differing according to the
grace that was given to us . . .”" (Rom. xii. 6).

There are not a {ew illustrations of disloca-
tion and irregularity in the Scriptures:—

Dathan and Abiram and their company
(Numbers xvi.),

Aaron and Miriam (Numbers xii.).

Saul going over the head of Samuel (1 Sam.
¥iil. 9).

Uzziah presuming into the priest’s office
2 Chron. xxvi, 18),

Paul has very much to say on matters of
order in the Church, and it is not merely the
individual position which is of importance, but
the relative factor and element. Independent
action is as dangerous as dislocation, it robs of
covermng and protection and exposes to enemy
forces. There is a heavenly order, a spiritual
system, and the relationships and ministries of
believers are to be according to those spiritual
prclinuples and a reflection of that heavenly
order,
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What Paul says about woman's place in
ministry and the domestic relationships of the
saints can only be understood and appreciated
m this light.

When one called of God to do the work of
an evangelist assumes the role of a teacher, or
vice-versa, or any one marked out for a par-
ticular fuctioning attempts to do some other,
or when one goes beyond their scope and
assumes any prerogative which is not theirs
by Divine ordering, they are in the way of an
arrested mimstry; and more, they will be
landed into serious confusion. People and
things—otherwise occupying a vital position
in the Divine plan—put into their wrong places
have the Divine unction withdrawn from them.
This becomes manifest, and the spiritually
undiscerning conclude that the thing or the
person is oulside the Divine purpose and

accordingly rule them out. Thus much con-
fusion and loss ensues.

Undoubtedly in New Testament times there-
was the recognition of the corporate nature of
the Church, and the definite prayer which fol-
lowed the baptlsm of everyone who thereby
testified to their identification with Christ was:
the initial setting forth of this relative positiomn
and this truth of articulation, adjustment, and
[unction., The Holy Ghost came in and took
up the superintendence from that time, and
any disorder thenceforth was against Him.
In these few lines we have encircled a very
wide and important field of truth and would
plead for a praverful retracing step by step
with the Word. The Holy Spirit’s method 15
to set His seal upon us as we move according
to His leading, not according to our fancy,
choice, aptitude, predeliction or ambition.

T. A-S.

“ God Hath Spoken ”

The Final Message of God

Preamble

HE " Preface ’’ to any book is intended
1o serve the purpose of letting its readers
know what the writer has to say as to his pur-
pose in writing, and anything that does not
really form a part of the subject matter. While
it ought to be regarded as important, many
people do not read the Preface, and by not
doing so, may unintenticnally do the writer an
injustice. To puard against this risk, I ask
at the outset for a carveful perusal of what
follows.

I am weli aware that what will be said will
represent for multitudes of Christians to-day
no less an upheaval and revolution than that
which was presented at the beginning by the
transition from Judaism to a fully-fledged
Christianity as presented by the Apostles when
they were through that transition and inter-
preted the significance of Christ. If it should
cause or result in as violeni a reaction and
hostility, it wiil be no surprize,

There are two causes for comfort in such a
case; one is the deep sense of Divine urge and
commission to write, ** whether they will hear
or whether they will forbear *’; and the other;
the knowledge that for a long time and 1n an
ever deepening way there has been a growing
realisation on the part of many that all is not
well with Christendom, even with evangelical
Christianity. With the exception of two
classes of Christians, therc is an increasing
concern over the actual or comparative weak-
ness and . ineffectiveness of the spiritual life
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and witness of Christians and the churches.
This concern shows itself in various ways
Sometimes by enquiries and discussions as to
what is wrong, and sometimes in the holding
of an increaged number of conventions and
meetings ‘* for the deepening of the spiritnal
life.””

The two classes excepted are, those who have

"so organised Christian activity as to have

made it all a matter of a tremendous business
to be maintained by drive and its own momen-
tum : which unceasing activity is itself thought
to be life and power:
is little time or interest to be given in the
matter of spiritual depth, and Divine measure.
The other class 1s comprised of those who are
so secttled in tradition and a fixed position in
doctrine and practice as to make it wellnigh
impossible for the Holy Spirit to lead into the
wav of a greater fulness of Christ. » Both of
these conditions marked Judaism in the first
days, and they both provided a ground for
the strong resentment and antagonism from
which the Apostles and first believers had to
suffer.

It is not too much to say that a time and
state of crisis is upon traditional Christianity.
This, and its nature, will be shown more fully
in what follows; but in concluding the
Preamble may T ask that, should you at any
point be so vexed as to be inclined to put the
whole thing aside, you will just pause and give
place to a supposition. Supposing it skowld
be right? In the year 1939 many responsible:
people, governments, and officials, eame under

severe candemnation because—it was said— -

with the result that there |

e
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they refused to believe facts. For yeans
Germany had been most thoroughlly essedtlimh-
ing Fifth Colummn agents and forces im alhmusit
every coumtry. But whenever anyone smid =0
and warned the Governments of tthose ccourttnies
that it was so, not only was the ssigggestion
repudiated, but evil imtent was diisbelel.
Well, the persistently disbelieved regumits
proved true, but it meant sufffeiing, somow,
and horror unparalleled im Ihistomy.

ing that in 1939 someone had prophesied tht
in less than a year Germany would have die-
feated and overrun Holltand,, Bdlgium, and
Framee, im addition to @ number of atiher
Europeam countries, what would have Hagp-
pened to such a prophet? He would have hean
ridiculed, if not put imto prisom or an

as a defeatist or a Junatic. He, himself, rmast
likely would have been regarded as an eramy
agent, as im effect were Jeremiah and atther
prophets of old. But those “ wnbelievable '”
things became actualities. Thus, wmtollll ssiff-
fering and loss are the price off refusing to
entertain a

mmmmmm
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inclusive tevolution ot reconstitution which God
made when He brought His Son, Jesus Christ,
into the world-—that is, the religions revolu-
tion. This revolution, which was rejected by
Judaism, has been almost entirely overlooked
or lost sight of by Christendom since Apostolic
times.  The entire present system of Chris-
tianity as generally accepted would be impos-
sible if the meaning of this letter were received
as a heavenly revelation in the power of the
Holvy Spirit. That is—if it came into the heart
by the Spirit’s power with the effect of a reve-
lation in the same way as the Apostle Paul
came Lo see who ‘° Jesus of Nazareth ” is, then
a Christian-Judaism, or Judaistic-Christianity
{which Christendom so largely is) would he
mnpossible; as it hecame in his own case. The
letler to the Hebrews 1s only one other aspect
of the battle fought out in the letters to the
Romans and Galatians, In the light of such
a spiritual eye-opening a whole lot of things
would go: but being a ‘‘ heavenly ‘vision,”
there would be no tears, no sense of loss, and
no fond farewells. The gam and joy would
rather put all such things into the category of
a worn-out and no-longer-to-be-desired suit of
clothes. In saying this we are only contemplat-
ing the full-tide of spiritual lifc known hefore
any of these things came into being. These
things only came m when the fuiness of the
Spirit lad gone out, and being an artificial
substitute they can never but be limiting things
in the realm of Divine purpose. And yet,
behold how these things have become the very
nature of traditional and organised Chris-
tianity !  So much so that to touch them in
any way which threatens their existence is to
meet something more bitter and formidable
than any persecution from the world. This
1s not said carelessly. Religion can be, and
15 very largely, a terrible force; and Chris-
tianity has become a religion. There are very
few commnunities of Christians—even the most
evangelical, and spiritual—who wholly escape
the tendency or propensity to persecute or
ostracise other bodies of Christians who might
be regarded as rivals in z4eér field of activity.
All the talk about *‘ sheep-stealing »’ has little
or nothing to do with stealing from #4e fold
or the Shepherd, but only relates to some pri-
vate religious fold of organised Christianity.

We have—without mentioning them speci-
fically—spoken of things which would have to
go if a true spiritual revelation were received,
and doubtless the reader is wondering what
those things are.  Well, this letter which we
are considering will make them plain, so let us
come closer to it. On the very face of it there
appears for all who have eyes the contrast

between Judaisa and Christ. Judaism was am

-earthly religious system: Tabernacle, Temple,.
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Priests, Vestments, Rites, Sacrifices, Feasts,.
Ministries, Orders, etc, The New Testament,
and this letter in particular, has some very clear
things to say about this Jewish system.

(i) As to its intent and purposc

It was instituted by God as a copy of things:
in the heavens. Not that heaven contained
such things literally, but just as all visible
and created things were intended to embody-
heavenly laws and principles, so this systemx
was intended to represent the centremost
spiritual things of God's umiverse. But the
instrunient or. type was never intended to do
more than serve a purpose for a time. It re-
presented a dispensation, or method of God
for a period only. Never was it intended to-
be an end in itself, nor was it meant to be
carried on in any detail or respect beyond a
certain point in time. God meant it ever and
always to be a prophecy of ‘‘ better things to-
come,”’ and to be held so loosely as to con-
stitute no difficulty when the ¢ better things '~
arrived. The letter which is before us affirms:

that the era of the *‘ better things’ had
arrived some time since. ‘“ God . . . hath at
the end of these days spoken . . . mm his

Son.”

But the new era and new order had brought
out a new and mightier-than-ever conflict. A
verv serious and grim part of that conflict was
with the religion of tradition, the religion
which worshipped the same Lord, and em-
bodied i1 a symbolic way all the truth of the
new era. One great warrior apostle was the
champion of the new spiritual order—himself
one who had been deeply and powerfully
embedded in the old system, but by a mighty
revelation emancipated from it.  He called
that revelation ‘‘ the heavenly vision,”' and
that word ‘¢ heavenly ’ defined for ever the
nature of the change in the dispensations. Into
this battle he was forced by the ubiguitous
Judaisers, It was fought in his letters to the
Romans and to the Galatians, Whether or not
we believe that Paul wrote the letter to the
Hebrews, there is no doubt that he had a big
part of influence in it, and in it again is the
same battle carried on.

If the main feature of Judaism is sought, it
will be found to be the resolving of heavenly
and spiritual things into a purely earthly sys-
tem. It is the making of the things of God
purely sentient, a matter of the physical and
soul senses: sight, sound, feeling, reason,
emotion, etc., with the numerous and various
complex elements of human constitution. One

S
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of the inclusive arguments of this letter is that
a religious system based upon the natural
senses has no power to bring those who adhere
to it to spiritual fulness.  Such the Jewish
system was, and it failed utterly and tragic-
ally. God did not mean it to do more than
lead to something other; and in this dispensa-
1ion even that is set aside and the other has
become the first and only thing in God’s
acceptance. The earthly, natural, and tem-
poral has been supplanted by the heavenly,
spiritual and eternal, which lay behind the
illustration. The failure was inevitable be-
<cause it was never intended to be an end in
itself, and because of man’s condition. It
-only operated at all in the realm of man’s soul,
a very umnstable and variable thing; whereas
everything with God is a matter of man’s
spirit, in the first instance. This is the point
of verse twelve of Chapter four, which should
be considered - with the context preceding.
The whole thought of God, running right
through this letter, is spiritual fulness; and
any religion—even Christianity—mixing and
<onfusing soul and spirit, the sentient and the
spiritual (as did the Christian-Judaism and as
does organised Christianity) is doomed to the
destiny of Judatsm. If we draw upon the
soul resources of people to build *up Chris-
tianity, instead of recognising that ** all things
are out from God »’—that all must first come
from Him and have its first point of contact
with man in his spirit, which, being renewed

(made anew} becomes the vessel and vehicle
of all divine things for ever after—no matter
how immense may be our structure, it is going
to crash when the great °‘shaking ™’ comes.
Christianity now is very largely a built up
thing with many Jewish features in it; i.e.,
outward orders, forms, vestments, titles, build-
ings and rigidly fixed boundaries of apprehen-
sion of truth, Viewed from a heavenly stand-
point, it is all so much nonsense, child’s-play;
albeit so seriously regarded by its children.

Tt is important to recognise that this letter
was addressed to a people who—for a long
period—had held the position nationally of a
people whom God had taken out of the world
unto Himself. It seeks to explain their nature
and history in the light of Christ and true
spiritnal Christianity. It shows that even such
a people may make their separation earthly and
earthbound, and that for so doing they have
been ‘‘ overthrown,”’ and will—even as Chris-
tians—be overthrown agam if they repeat in
Christianity what their fathers did in Judaism.
There is something here much more than
typology interpreted and the interpretation
accepted as to salvation from sin and judg-
ment; it is the essential and indispensable
heavenly relatedness and life of the Tord’s
people as #nwardly detached from the natural
life even in a religious sense,

T. A-S.
To be continned.
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(IT Sam. viti. L1-14).
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58). What a mix-up of tenses! ¢ Before
Abraham was, 1 am.”” That takes us ontside
of our language altogether, right out of time
and of natural sense, into God’s realm. 1 AM
1s not time at all; I AM is not this world at all.
I AM 15 from everlasting to everlasting. John
brings in Lhrist as Son on that basis of eter-
mty.

But Paul not only brings Christ in in His
eteriiity—he pegins to build the Church upon
that eternity. In the letlers to the Ephesians
and Colosstans which are in my mind just now,
wé have Christ in His eternity, and then—‘ he
chose us in him before the foundation of the
world 7’ (Eph. 1. 4). From that eternal elec-
tion and {fore-ordination and predestination
Paul builds the Church. He says, This is no
thing of time or of carth; this is a thing wlich
has 1ts roots and its {foundation away back in
eternity, and it goes on unto the ages of the
ages. Time is a mere {ragment in this thing.
Paul is building upon the eternity of - Christ.
What has that to say to us? Well, of course,
it bears out our first and all-governing point
-—the transcendence of Christ over Solomon.
This greater than Solomon that is here, this
Son, how infinitely more He is than that son!

What is sonship? In accordance with God’s
full thought—not His partial thought in Solo-
mon : thal is only representation and type and
figure and shadow: but in reality—it 1s some-
thing which takes its rise out of eternity and
goes on when time shall be no more. That is
sonship in God's thought.  Bul what more
does it say to us? Chosen in Him before the
world was, foreknown, fore-ordamed, pre-
destinated before time was: what does it con-
vey? Well, I AM is the synonyvm for stabilitvy
—** Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever "’
—the stahility of Christ, the stability of the
Church, and the stability of saints, Oh, what
an assurance, what a sirength, what an 1m-
mense thing for faith 1is this matter of the
sovereign grace of God! Grace working hand
in hand with sovereignty! As we have pointed
out before, there is no accounting for Solomon,
sceing what happened in relation to his birth,
except for the sovereign grace of God, and
that is the essence of sonship. Yes, sovereignty
and grace; how vast! how great!

We have said before that emancipation from
all our difficulties and problems will be along
the line of spiritual enlargement, and spiritual
enlargement will be by way of a new and far
greater apprehension of Christ; and here 1t is.
Look at Him! What is the object of telling
us all this about Christ? Do we just want
information that Christ is' God’s Son, and that
He was one with the Father in eternity, and
will be for ever and ever? I am quite reverent
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in asking that question, and in saying that,
as a purely objective matter somewhere out in
God’s universe, it does not matter to me very
much.  But when you say that God has re-
vealed this to men, then I want to know why.
What is in the Divine mind in revealing it?
And the answer i1s here—you and I are con-
cerned in it, we were chosen in relation to it
before the world was, in Him we are bound
up with it.  Oh then, receiving eternal life,
age-binding life, being linked with the eternal
Son of God, what an immense thing it is!
Sonship godes beyond anything that is merely
temporary and transient. Qur union with
Christ brings us right into the roots of His
eternity, nol only in duration but in character,
in nature; for eternal life is nol merely endless
duration, 11 1s the glory of God in nature, in
essence. So Paul builds everything upon this
fact of eternity, and brings us in. What a
wanderful revelation! As a mere presentation
of truth it is fascinating, captivating, be-
wildering.  But, brought home by the Holy
Spirit, how transforming it can be, how estab-
lishing, how emancipating ! Oh, if only the
Church lived in the good of that, how all these
petty, temporary factors would go out! 'After
all, what does this and that matter? Tt is only
for a time and for this world at most; but the
thing thal matters 1s what God is doing above
and beyvond this world altogether., Well, that
is the first thing which comes in here through
John and through Paul; Christ as the Son, and
then the content and nature of sonship,

Son in Terms of Sovereignty

Then John brings in Christ as Son as
Sovereign King—brings Him in in a strange
way, but how deep, how terrific in 1ts signific-
ance : —

‘¢ Pilate therefore entered again into the
Praetorium, and called Jesus, and said unto
him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus
answered, Sayest thou this of thyself, ar did
others tell it thee concerning me?  Pilate
answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation
and the chief priests delivered thee unto
me: what hast thou done? Jesus answered,
My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered
to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not
from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him,
Art thou a king then ? Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that I am a king, To this end have
I been born, and to this end am I come into
the warld, that T should bear witness unto
the truth. TFvery one that is of the truth
heareth my wvoice '’ (Tohn xviii, 33-37).

A strange way of bringing in the Son in



terms of soverasigmty ! There is a sttdemunt
here—'"* My kingdom is mot of this warltd’"
It is just a naked statement made im tihe
presence of no one who could wnderstand it,
buit it is recorded by John with a
linking sonship and kingshiip. But Paul mot
only takes up the fact; he explains the state-
ment, opens it out.

“ My kimgrdiom is nott off tthis world " ; wirdt
has Paul to say about that?

. the raised hipm from tthe dieed, wnd
made him to sit at his right hand im the
heavenlies, far above alll rule, and authority,
and power, and dominion, and ey TR
that is named, not only im this world, Huit
also in that which is to come: and he [pradt
all things im subjection under his feet, @nd

h

gave him to be head over alll thimgs .. .. .. ..

(Epph. i.. 20-22).

There we stop; the next words take us o the
greatness of the Chureh, and We are iy
with the greatness of Christ. That is il
explanation of Christ's statement=" Niy
kingdom is not of this world *'; “ . . . att I
right hand im the heavenlies, far above alll rule,
and authaniity’" You cannot say that of Sole-
mem. Great as Solomon was—and the state-
ment about Solomon is that he was vastly
superior im every semse to every other king et
was known—here is One wiho leaves Solomon
altogether in the siade; far above alll rule @md
authority, not on this earth only, but im ewary
tealm, over all things; the greatness of Chrisit
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when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shwlll
guide you imto alll the truth {(Jolm xvi..
12-13); and here it is. Not with frsh axd
blood; it is spiritual. It has gone out imtm @
vast realm so much greater than the redm of
Solomon, but it is im and from that realmn theit
everything is being govermned. Do not mudke
any mistake about it; this world and the Kdiing-
doms of this world are not takimg their owmn
course, and they are not ullirnretedly talking tihe
Devil's course. Yes, the worldirullars of tinis
datkiess—tiait is the immediate seams, tie
Devil’'s work; but behind there is One Whe iis
tsing the Devil and his work, Whoese seeraitt
Satan is, Whe is Severeign L@fd ffar zbeve alll
fule and demimicn, autheriksy and name, wHt-
ever that name may be, man 6f Devil. He is
ever all. Either the Seripture is not tiue, OF
that is a ffiaet.

How tremendous this soveneigply of the
Lord Jesus is!- So many of our problems willl
begin to dissolve when we get a'true cegmap-
tion of the greatness of Chmistt Wiy this,
why that, why the other? Why diees Sutam
seem to have it alll his owm way ? Wiy dioes
Satan score and wim? Are you sure he dioes?
Look beyond, and see iff that veny work of
Satan is not goimg to be taken wp imin tie
sovereignty of our Lord and made ewerituallly
to have served the Divine emds. “ 1 waulld
have you know, brethren, that the thimgs wihidh
happenedl unto me have fallen out rather umtim
the progress of the gospel ™ (Phil. i..112). The
sufferings of the Church at the hands of devilks
and men have, im the end, resulied im the fiur-
therance of the work of Godl.

3on as Redeeming Kinsmanm
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wisdom which God had given—and resrentvar
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—as the Redeeming Kinsman, the Son of Man.
How is He to exercise the authority which He
has been given to raise man from the dead?
He will lay down His life, He will let go- His
own right, He will yield up His own claims,
He will set His own personal interests aside,
He will die for that which He has come to
redeem. ‘1 am the good shepherd .. . . 1
lay down my life for the sheep.”” The Son
of Man redeems. How ?—in that infinite wis-
dom of the Cross; ** Christ crucified .. . the
wisdom of God” (I Cor. 1.
infinite wisdom of laying down the life, of
Jetting go. That woman let go what was her
right. The Lord Jesus, ‘' existing in the form
of God, counted not the being on an equality
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant, being

23-24); that -

made in the likeness of men; and being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, be-
coming obedient even unto death, yea, the
death of the cross > (Phil. ii. 5-8). In that
letting go, He redeemed us unto God, He
saved the flock: Solomon was very wise; it is
o beautiful story, very impressive; but he could
not do this—he could not go right out into that
vast realm of redeeming kinship with a whole
race, and, on the principle of becoming ahe-
dient unto death, redeem the race. That is
the greatness of Christ. Son, Eternal Son
in Sovereign Kingship, Son as Redeeming
Kinsman, DPaul opens that up to bring the
Church right into the full stature of a man in
Christ—but that is another subject.

T.A-5.

“Windows Open Toward Jerusalem ”

“Aund when Daniel knew that the writing
_was signed, he went into his house (now his
windows were open in his chawmber toward
Jerusalem), and he kneeled upon his Fkuees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as ke did aforetime’’
(Daw. 1. 10). '
THE‘ key to this verse, and indecd to the
whole chapter, 1s that little parenthesis—
*“ his windows were open in his chamber to-
ward Jerusalem.”

These chapters of Daniel are not in chrono-
logical order. Chapters vii and wiii both come
before chapter v, and then aflter chapter v
comes chapler ix which occurred in the first
yvear of Darius. Chapter vi, although it does
" not say so, clearly occurred after the first year
of Darius: there was an order of things al-
ready in the realm, there was a relationship
between Darius and Daniel, there were enmi-
ttes which must have taken time to mature:
¢o that chapter vi follows chapter ix, and
chapter ix explains the open windows.

A Revelation of God’s Purpose

Daniel had a revelation from God. Chapler
ix lells us how he humbled himself before God
over the state of God’s people and of God’s
city, and how from heaven there came illumina-
tion, and Daniel, with the eyes of the spirit,
saw lhe Divine purpose in its immediate effect
( for Jerusalem was to be rebuilt) and in its
larger, fuller and final outworking—the day
when the people of God and the city of God
should indeed be a praise to Him, all trans-
gression Torever finished, everlasting righteous-
ness brought in, all the prophecies fulfilled,
- and God’s dwelling-place with men. Daniel

54

“saw that; he was able to enter into God’s pur

pose ¢concerning Ilis people; and, whether his
windows had been open hefore that or not,

from- that day onward they were open-—the
windows that looked toward Jerusalem-—and

Daniel made it the persistent, continual, pur-
poseful exercise of his heart to get down be-
fore those open windows and pray for God’s
purposes.

Daniel’s Committal to God’s Purpose

The opening of the windows was a symbolic
act. It mcant that he was committed to God
and to that to which God was committed; he
was with God for that which God intended to
do; and the open windows were, humanly
speaking, his undoing., Other people saw him
at the open windows and realised that here was
a trap, a way by which they could ensnare him.
And that 1s, as | understand it, the setting
for this chapter vi—not a young man, but the
old servant of the Lord, being faced with two
alternatives, either to close his windows and
leave off pursuing this utter attitude of co-
operation with God, or clse to go mto the lions’
den.

The Enemy’s Antagonism

Of course, as far as the story goes, it was
just the hatred of men and a convenient way
of getting rid of him. Butl we know that there
are spiritual lessons in it, and that it always
happens like this——that heavenly revelation,
arnd the committal of the heart utterly to the
T.ord for its fulfilment, provoke an assault
which 1s meant either to make us desist or to
destroy us. i

Earlier on, Daniel’s companions had been in

T
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a similar position with regard to the fiery fur-
nace; but for them it was a madtter of whether
they were on the Lord’s side or not. If they
were on the Lord’s side, well then, the fiery
furnace; if they wanted to avoid the fiery
furnace, they must break with the Lord, And
we know, and Daniel knew, how the Lord
delivered, We all know something of that as
Christians. So soon as we are ttuly on the
Lord’s side we meet, as they met, an antagon-
ism which calls upon us either to desmt or to
know the fiery furnace.

T think this experiencé of Damel’s marks
a step in advance of that. - This was not for
him a question of whether he was the Lord’s
or not. He could have closed his windows,
he could have desisted from this which was
the cause of his being thrown into the lions'
den, without breaking with the Lord; in the

quietness of his own heart, in the seclusion of .

his own room, he could have prayed. Tt was
not now the ‘question of whether 'he was the
Lord’s or not, but the guestion of an utter
position in the light of heavenly revelation, or
of desisting from that. It is-always so. That
is the treatment that we may expect if we too
have seen something of what God is desiring
and intending to do, and have given Him our
hearts and our hands that we are with Him
for it. ’

The Pelivering Power of the Heavenly
Vision

But the message of this verse to my own
heart les here—in such conditions, 11 the midst
of lat bitter assanlt and antagonism, how did
Daniel behave?  Whadt a lesson for wvs all!
When he knew, he just went on praying to-
ward Jerusalem. It did not make the shghtest
difference to him. It was not that he suddenly
opened the windows—the windows were open;
not that he suddenly began to pray-—he had
been praying and giving thanks three times a
dav toward Jerusalem. All the threats and
furv of the adversary made not the shghtest
dilference to him.
strain : without any screwing of himself up
and suddenly getting into a tense condition
over it all: in quiet, noble dignity, he went on
with the Lord. How important for us to be
ready for the assault when it comes! T think
one of the reasons why Daniel was so steady
and calm under it all was that his revelation
was something so much higger than himsel{
that it carried him through. What I mean is
that if Danicl had scen Jerusalem being re-
built and himself a kind of Nehemiah ot
Zeruhbahel taking the lead: if his wvision,
whilé heing of Divine things, had brought
himsel{ into prominence: well, the lions’ den

in front of, it was an open window,

Without any sense of-

= Searchahle

would have been a first-class problem. How
could the vision be realised if he went into the
lions’” den? And that is the disturbing feature
mn our spiritual lives—that so often, when God
reveals Divine things to us,; we somehow man-
age to introduce ourselves into the picture. A
certain thing 1s going to happen, and we are
gomg to have a part! and all too subtly we
begin to see ourselves having a prominent place
in the realisation of it. Then, when the assault
comes upon the revelation, and upon us be- .
cause of it, we are disturbed, we are worried.
But Daniel was not going back to Jerusalem,
though, as we find, he was told that he should
have his place in the end (Dan. xii. 13); so far
as be was concerned, he forgotl himself, he was
notling, The people of God and the city of
God, and the purpose of God in that people
and city—they were what he saw when he
opened the windows.  Excuse me putting it
thls way—it was not a mirror he went to pray
He did
not see himself as the chief feature: he saw
{though no human eye could see it at that dis-
tance) the city of God, he saw the Divine pur-
poses.  What did the lions’ den matter to
them? What did it matter what men.did to
Daniel so long as that end was realised? In
the light of what God had shown him, he
could not stop praying for Jerusalem, and,
what is more important, he could not stop
giving thanks for Jerusalem,

We need a little imagmation to put our-
selves 1in his place. When. he knew that the
writing was signed, what did he do? Begin
to pray for Daniel? No, that is what Darius
did.  Daniel .gave thanks that Jerusalem was
going to be rebuilt. Oh, the delivering power
of a vision ®big cnough, heavenly encugh,
Divine enough to swallow up all our little petty
and personal interests! That is the secret—
the open windows. Dear brather, dear sister,
look out to God's purpose! Of course, if you
do, it will involve the lions’ den. What did
Daniel care for the lions’ den?  When he
had heard all about it, he just went home,
went on praying, went on thanking God.

The Futility of Earthly Endeavour

T'like to compare Darins with Daniel. Darius
was supposed to be the king, but Daniel was
the man reigning in spirit. What a bad time
Darius hadl and that does not express to us
the bad time that evil people have, but the bad
ttme that the well-intentioned man has, who is
concerned for the interests of the Lord with-
out really knowing the Lord. It was to Darius’
credit that he was so moved and terribly
anxions. You notice what it says: this shows
the differcnce of attitude: Darius, when he
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had been tricked into this experience, “ was
sore displeased, and set his heart om Darid to
deliver himm.!" That is a2 good emough, nessom-
able enough, sincere enough exercise. “ Hie
set his heart on Daniel to deliver hiim’” Amdi
what happened? ° He labored till the gwimg
down of the sun to rescuwe hitm’” but alll His
labeur did not make the slightest difference tm
the liens” den; nor did it make the sipditiesit
difference to the Divime deliveranece wiiem it
came., You can imagine those men wiio weate
the means of bringimg Daniel imto the lioms'
den. Hew they enjoyed the probleim, tihe
dilemma i which Darius was! He lihaireat,
Byt they eutwitiied himn; he dried W waim te
think hew he eould outwit them and express
his pewer, and they laughed at him. And the
devil laughs at us when we are i the positiom
that Dartus was in. And, while the Lerd &1@
net 1a4gh at him=1 am swre the Leord

clated the geed fthat lay behind ikt AL —H@
weuld have said to Darils; Dew't treuble, y&m
are wasting yeur time, 1 &3R MANAge Witthowt

Then the n{%h& came and the matter seampd
irrevocable, What a night the km% had, thré
restlessness, the bitterness,
ment! Bring him f@@d=h@ @@Q@h’& wm
f]?ég? tﬁusnc 7=le cannot I{NI%@N 1) migkrc?
s —he cannot slesp. at a migyth
While Daniel, down ameong the lioms, Was
having a nice, peaceful, quiet migft} Whidh
things are a parable. Daniel or Darius? I
am afraid I am often Darius. Darius was a
man of the earth, Daniel was 2 man of heaxen.
When you are a man of the earth amd whem
you face Divime things as here on earth, thrt
is the kind of comditiom you waonk yourself
inte. Darius was frantic, strained tio hnesddding
point. He wanted to deliver the Lord’s iirtier-
ests and he laboured and he fought and tiem
he broke his heart because he fielt alll the ILard's
interests were im the lioms' den. He trisdl tiv
meet the enemies of the Lord’s iimtierests am
thelr ewn level. They plotted—he tnisdl tiw
counter-plot; they had exercised their pomesr—
he seught the means for everrulling with s
pewer; he was wresthing with fllesh and blkmdi,
and he was lesing and he was sufftaing.
wresthing i§ ﬁ@t %Qiﬁﬁ flleth and lbltswl”
(Enph. Vi.- hen Danlel knew that tthe
deeree was §i gned, he did Aot set s heatt to
deliver Daniel. He did Aot labour till tte
goifg dewn of the sun to try andfind & weay
8ut. Dantel went 6 losiking te Perusalem, Al
fhe ESQES 8f God Whidh passeth il ukesstaTdl-
ig% 8pt his heart and mind. Butt Darius, wmb

Best 8f intentions, was ﬁ&w@gml%
SiFlViRg 3nd trying 19 d8 somathing {9 Halp
the £8id, 3nd he nly swesassied lw wérkikig

Ininmsellf it @ dette off nestlbesseess aand! straain
tiivatt e dfssripgicon.

VWihatt i the seredt?? Sunelby ittiss as 1| haaee
sHid—Darius was comesmed ffor Iemiid |, for thiee
loman side, for tie semartt off the Ided—aa

wary good concem i s case, Heesasee quu
umsdlﬁﬁih—but ikt dthic Tt Hedfp. ]Dm“adlwms nmbt
cuncamed fiar thhe ssemaartt off the ILendi, He wass
comoemed fior tine 1irttaeests ooff tine ILondl, foarthae
Ineevenly nexsdbetion, andl the reeuibt weas thhet hiee
was Hept i parfect preace wiiiée IDavines waias
wienlked wp iirto 2 fevar andl @ ffeet.

Welll newy, Ipit e ILondi apml rmesm
and the lssom to esdh off cumbﬁﬂaat
doess 1kt warkk @t wakth us?? Adnee wee aom eeathhy

ground or om Heswemly 2
The Bevil's Swemimg Trinmpin

The devill seemss ratther teo b limitesh im bass
alvilitsy to foresee the drliverances off @sh. Hee
tiniimiks—amd irdieed it lnndiss as 1 fhee it
tiratt e cam sStuatiions im whitsht
are oy twm 3 1ft Wees sso wiltth th@e
thwee youwmgy mem, ikt was sso witth Demind], amod
iim Hiis time it was sp witth cour Hessset Liogdd .
Two alematives fiaoe the seewmaantt off Godd.
Eitther e st nedlimpuidh tiee wissooncor He muusbt
lre diesttioyed; amd ewiing, like ssonee disbuicad|
dfesspiiegyen, angineered @ ssttuiton ffoom
witiiichn e are anlly two possible muoses, Sadhan
sttandis hadk. I attver cass, e 1 ttraomphhatt.
If tihose three young man willl axedd the fifieyy
flurnace -zt titve esypamse ooff dempiing thie Tloedd,
tie dewill dioes mett imind) threir g igg {free—thleyy
o dlemied tihe Londl, the syprittad | ittakest 14s
meared,  IDamiel can, 1ff He willl, ssane himssd ff
firom tihe litans' diem, He can dieze His wohnttoves,
e con melinguisih et utter pedtibon off adan-
dionment tio tfhe Hheaveanly reartdaioan; He caan—
and Ales many do—ouitll the Hoonrs' dign.  Ttt
can e dione, and Ssatan Hes i ctiibleer
way;; and i its thhe ditathslibed | inpganuity off itt.
It ik 2 Cbit<litdk. Edther we mmust redlbrfuiébh
et witer Restin caneering that wiHikeh thee
Lord has sHhowmm 15, & Satan willll Hreask s, hee
will fiiish Gwr wisefuthness, He walll dar Gt 1vess.
S W e 1o sitt DD Wit tihe towe atdderma-

ihves.
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alternatitves were placed before them. They
dii 'not take any time to decide, they wane
committed to the Lord; what h:appenmﬂi tto tneom
was a lt]hnmg Yet 1 thinlk Daniell
didl know. He knew im the way im winidh we
may all know, He coulld not foresee the weay
in which God would deliver himn.. That iis
what we want to know—we want the Lord to
explain, we want that semebody elise sitouildl
have gene the same way, and nobedy has gone
that way before: it always is to ws @ @ mew
experines, we cannet see the way ouwt, Nor
could Daniel in that sense; but spiritidlly e
eould see that his asseciation with the ILevd
was the safe way, and theugh with his mimdl
he eowld net wnderstand, with Ris spiitt He
knew that te be &n the LQ{6'§ §'&’@ was tthe
safe way, and that is Why there is this air of
GU!@E €a fﬂ abeut him. He did net see the \Wc%
8ut, Byt he did knew the L@f&; S0 he wewl
8peR his windews and pray and preaise.

“ Is_thy God, whom thou seslt Gurimy
allv, able to deliver thee from the lions? "
Well, let the next moming and the light off
shaw, and the king shall see there are mott jjus
tll:e lEwwo alt;&ames That is lemg@l %he 'ﬁimtt
thinks—ma even persuades himsell
is what man thinks as he llooks at iit from a
human level. That is what we Shall thimk
unless we have the windows open toward Deru-
salem. Two alternati we must com-
promise im this matter of utter =xamdommenrtt
to what the Lord has shown to be His will, ar
we shall be broken—ome or the other. Iff we
say, in any case 1 cannot abandon winat tine
Lotd has shown, my heart is set wpon Him:
we shall fiind that there is @ third way. There
is the visiom, and there is deliverance. Tihatk
Gatl, that is true for ws, He is the God of
resurreetion, the God of deliverances. So lkat
us keep the windews @pen.

A Greak Vietowy
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Lord. Tt wups = gkest wittoeyy. Al iitids
alweays lilke tiat. Damicd| diidd ot wreeslle aaekd
stirivve.  He dlid! martiingg coanee g Hiseeranidss;
he kept s wiiidlows ompan to Janusdlem. HBut
s9 Iy 25 e dhiidl that, Godl weas qititee cagpalite
of dealling withh ks eqnaniies. ILeat the rees], thee
Quikt, tihe cdtin diamtty of that Asurtance fldoed
O eatts.  Daries Weas tiyiks tho diedl withh thiee
ananies and ol mat Danidl wes Hiding
flast 1o tihe Lovdl andl Hils sstealifagtness wyas the
widloing of All this ananiies.
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His government and direction in all things,
and recognising His Lordship, are having to
consider the matter of our own measure of
spiritual hife and nature, because that is a
tremendously important thing, as I think we
have been seeing.

In our previous meditations we were occupied
with the general principle of spirituality, going
on to the personal and inward reconstituting
through new birth of spiritual men and women.
Then we went on from the centre to the cir-
cumference of spiritual effectiveness, and saw
where spirituality has ils supreme registration
—that is, in the realm of spiritual powers back
of all things seen, the spirilual forces which are
at work and which have to be met and coun-
tered—and there it 1s that our spiritual measure
is tested and found out, when we are really up
against a Satanic situation.

God's Mind About the Church

Now we are coming to what is intermediate
to these two, between the centre of the personal
reconstituting, and the outermost bound of its
effectiveness and valie. What lies beiween
those two is corporate testimeny, which has to
do with the Church and the churches. In the
Divine scheme of things it is the Church which
is the intermediary, that which stands between
and has the ultimate effect in the spiritual
realm, 1 mean that individwual Christians,
though they may be born again, as individuals
will not get very far in touching that outer-
most realm of spiritual forces. There, a real
registration has to be a corporate one. It will
be the: Church eventually which will he the
instrument of Divine government in this uni-
verse. So it is necessary for us to spend a few
minutes with the Church before we come to
the churches; and of course we are continuing
to keep before us the matter of spirituality.
Here spirttuality means what the Church is 7
God's mind, When we come to contemplate
the Church in its wholeness and entirety, of
course, we come mainly to the letters to the
Ephesians and to the Colossians. There we
find God’s mind about ihe Church. We must
realize the necessity for our seeing and appre-
hending what the Church is in God’s mind,
not as we find it in the churches, not as it
actually is here; and we must stand on that
ground, or we shall be helpless in thas matter
of spirttual impact. I mean that il we are
going to accept what we find in the New Testa-
ment as to the churches as being the expression
of all there 15, we are very soon going to give
up the fight, and shall not get very tgar. Dr.
Campbell Morgan has remarked that there is
often heard the word—Oh, let us get back to
the New Testament church! But, he said, God
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forbid !'—and went on to say that you wiil look
a long way to-day for a Christian church that
will wholly correspond in its defects to the
church in Corinth. When you come to think
of it, there is some truth in that., A chuich
in which there is incest and all that you find in
Corinth 1—God forbid that we get back to the
New Testament church if that is it! God for-
bid that we should say that we have made no
progress from that! If we are going to accept
that as the standard, we are going to be
crippled, and the measure of our spirituality
will be very small indeed, and therefore the
measurc ol our impact hkewise. The Apostle
who was mainly responsible for these churches
coming into heing repudiated their condition,
would not accept 1, was fighting against 1,
Why? Because he had seen God’s mind ; that
was his position, his vantage ground, his
strength. If he had never seen God's mind
and only saw this, what a disheartened, dis-
appointed, despairing man he would be! He

had seen God’s mind about it.

It ts the Church that is in view in these
epistles, and spirituality in Ephesians and
Colossians means first of all an inward revela-
t'on of God's mind about the Church. It is a
tremendous thing for spiritual strength, for
spiritual power, for spiritual ministry, [(or
spiritual impact, for spiritual food—ves, for
every spiritual value —to have really had a heart
revelation of Ged’s mind about the Church;
not simply to have studied Ephesians and
Colosstans, but for it to have broken in upon
vour hearl, to havc seen it in an inward way.
I say that is spirituality with an impact, it is
spirituality with a dynamic; and what a
dynamic it is!" Look at the Apostle, He looks
out at the end of his life over the churches.
He knows them intimately ; and he has to say—
““ all that are in Asia have turned away from
me """ {II Tim. 1, 15): they have repudiated
Paul! to whom, under. Christ, they owed every-
thing. He looks out; and what a spectacle,
what a heartbreak! And the man in his cir-
cumstances of itnprisonment and isolation and
limitation, looking out on that, might well
have died of a broken heart, or have sunk
down into the uttertnost despair and written
his life off as a failure, and all his work as
for well-migh nothing, But this man' is not
down there, he is in triumph, he is delivered,
he 1s saved, he is emancipated from all that.
The facts are true and real, and yet he is {rium-
phant. Whyv? Because he sees God’s mind
about the Church and he knows that, if God
ever had a mind about a thing, He is going
to have the thing like that; and, no matter
what appearances say, in the end God will
have Iis Church like that. God has not con-




ceived a thing and projected it, to be cheated

of it. There it is and it will be!

When you have grasped that, you are able
to get closer to these letters and see the value
of spirituality in general and in particular, In
general, like that. A true spiritual apprehen-
sion is an emancipating thing. The spintual
1s not the unreal, it is the most real of all. It
is far more real than the temporal and visible.
The eternal—they are the real things. You do
not see this Church here on the earth; it is not
secn, but it is there in the unseen with God,
and 1t 1s the eternal thing. If only we saw the
invisible—that 1s an extraordinary statement,
“ he endured as seeing him who 1s invisible ’
(Heb. xi. 27)—if only we saw the invistble,
meaning if only we saw in the spirit what can
never be seen in the flesh with our natural eyes,
it would be a tremendously emancipating thing,
because we should see that that is the eternal
thmg that must be. When all else passes, that
will be. Spirituality buoys you up. There is
so much disappointment in the churches, in the
things seen, that vou might give up in d]sguc;t
cose down yvour work and go and do some
other job; but vou do not do that if you have
really seen. You may tell yourself that you
are a fool not to face facts, that you are simply
putting on blinkers, not taking account of
realities; but becanse of something that God
has done inside you cannot accept that, von
must go on. You cannot accept the total ruin
theory, if you have had a revelation.

The Timelessness of the Church

Then this revelation of the Church works
out in particular matters, and you can see why
the revelation is such a power when you come
to look at these letters. You find, first of all,
that spirituality as to the {Church relates in
particular to its eternity, or, if you like, its
timelessness, for the Apostle, by the Spirit, in
his letter to the Ephesians almost immediately
lights upon that. This is not something which
has been bronght mto being at some point in
time. ‘* He chose us in him before the founda-
tion of the world »’: " foreordained '" : it goes
back to a dateless point outside of time. He
sces the past eternity linked with the future
eternity, unto the ages of the ages. He hfts
the Church right out of time and puts it where
nie time 1s, and says it has come out of that
past and goes on to this future. And when
vou get it out there, something is going to
hanpen. It must be, time cannot make any
difference. I{ this were something that we
created or raised up, something of mushroom
growth or simply of our lifetime, started with
us and finished with us, well, it is not worth
the cost. Here the Apostle sees beyond the
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temporal aspects of the Church, and says that
the Church according to God’s thought is a
timeless thing, So far as we are concerned,
we have no date for its beginning and there is
no date for its end. Of course, we cannot ex-
plain that, but there is the fact stated—and
that is spirituality. The Church 1s 1 eternity,
it is timeless. And when it is established with
God outside of time, what can alter it? Tt
must be! It is with God; God comes out of
eternal purpose to secure in time something
which i3 elernal; not something that belongs
just to the " now ** of time, but in time an
eternal thing is secured. How difficult, how
impossible, 1t is to speak of these things! God
coming out of eternal purpose, according to
the eternal purpose which He purposed 1in
Christ before the world was—there 1s some-
thing so strong about that, so settled, so iixed,
so irrevocable.

Here, in this connection, is the principle
of the Holy Spirit’s foreknowledge and
sovereignty, [ can quite understand that you
must have some kind of Calvinism. You may
not go all the way, you may have serious
reservations, but you have to have a place for
something of the principle of it, because here
it is. God is coming into time fo secure an
eternal thing according to foreknowledge and
predestination, and if you want a sumple ex-
planation and application of that, listen to what
the Lord said to the Apostle about Corinth.
“ Fear not, Paul . . . T Aave much people 1n
this city '’ (Acts xvui. 10). Not—‘ I am going
to have ”; “* I have "’—before they were all
saved. This shows the Spitit coming out in
foreknowledge and sovercignty, so that, i1f He
gets hold of an instrument which He can really
direct, He knows to what He will direct that
instrument.  You sec the outworking of this
princinle of foreknowledge and sovereignty in
the life of this man Paul. ‘¢ Thev went
through the region of Phrygia and Galatia,
having been forbidden of the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia; and when they were
come over against Mysia, they essayed to go
into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus sullered
them not ' (Acts xvi. 6-7): and then the
Divine intervention, Europe, Philippi. Why?
We do not know whv, we can only surmise.
Asia 15 not ready, Bithymia's time has not
come. Over here they are ready, there will be
a response, The Spirit knows, He has fore-
knowledge and is acting sovereignly in relation
to eternal knowledge, and the thing proves
right. You see the working of this. God is
not working on haphazard chances, as if He
said, Just go here and see if there is anything.
That is not God. It may seem like that with
us, but that is not God. He knows; He has
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come out of etermitty, and a reallly Spirmit-lrd

ministry is almost romantic im towdiing
just at the time when itt is ready to e touatest.
At any rate, that is the romance of the New
Testament. The .Spitit says to Philip im
Samacia, * Arise, and go towardl the smtth
unte the way that goeth dowm from Jianuselem
unte Gaza ” (Acts viii. 26). He goes, mult
knewing why. But im the -foreknowikadige of
Gud there, just at that, time and place, is @
wman, and he is just ripe, and the Lord mudkes
a contact. God is moviig out off etamal gpur-
pese, this is not just chance. Butt here is @
tremendous prineiple, and you can see tihe
@ eratien of the law of §[9ﬂﬁltﬁu£lhltt so flar as

the Chureh is eoncerned, that Ged is warliing
ault 8f eternal purpese, seauiig an Gbjective im
time. 1t is 56 solid, s S 1
knew afl the mysteries and @ml fthe s
Beund up with that, but here is the ffaet, tat
Bl s Aot just werking frsm hand o mouth.
He i Working with 2 complete foralnowiiatige.
B HAmae: as Bove, 264 He Knew swy
memBer Befare that ﬁ'f§t fiH@i’HBéf Yas bern. 1
g&i@iﬁ i§ 3 st 1%{ h@g for 8&1‘ lives, if we
SEER S

Of course, this d@é% Wé‘t do away Wit
preaching, or with , OF Wit
terrible conflict over souls. Alllthe same, We
have to come under the Spiri{s hand to welk
them. We have to go and preach, amnd Yggg
often preach at Jarge, and not kn@w Wipalt
has got there. It has to be done im faith, and
very often we have to enter into, &
through, a terrible conflict; and yet Divine

sovereignty is still the same. We muigjrit thirrk
that with Dnv1nehswltjamagmty]lv]?1rkmg oult of
eternal purpose the thing will happen im &y
case, ‘Ah no, it will not. We have to nnesdh,
travail, battle seek. These two things are muit
c@mﬁf@dlctory, they are canydtenceritary.

The Heavenliness of the ‘éh'er&‘h

We nrew turR E@ a
R TM

Bivine mingd conee:
1t n these 1@*&@?@-}%@

frem Ged's %&%ésem% B the IRiier tta
Ephegqiang the %%%fs At ?ﬂfg{h I % e
gaveniies in € %%’ék

TISS BUF naturra, m@mg# %1% thade.
T am net sayin %U’t@?@ s MO Sueh PiReR A
a geographical heaven, but wWe

that kind of m@h& nx/ oF g@@@r@ghy; .

realise that * im the heavenlies ¥ s @ sSpwif
principle first of alll before it is amything dlrb,
and that,while it may mean that ®iha
certain geographical lecattion, yet spirituallyy luft
signifies a realm altogether @wttstde off tiris wealil
order. Youw know quite well that two preple
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can e side y itk @5 divse s twocean bss, amdd
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prehensive is God's thougtt!
messages we have sought to show how com-
prehensive Christ Himself is, emibodiyimg im

Im our emrlier

Hiss own Person im no way heing
just partial but gathering emn)w}h gy wp imtio
Himself, and yet standing right ouwtside of
everythmg. Christ, so great that mo matiom
that has ever been, or is, or will be, will fiind
Hiima unsuitable, inapplicable, but with 2l et
differences, national traits and téenpeeramaitts
and constitutions, will find in Him, every @ne
off them, the answer te their mesds. He &m-
braees all natiens, He is the desire of alil
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philosophies of the Greeks, systems of thouglit
aintd interpretation of the universe. They were
thinking that, if you advanced enough 1n this
wisdom, yvou would get to the heart of things,
you would solve all problems, and come into
‘a place of competence and power and mflu-
ence. They could not discriminate between
the wisdom of this world and the wisdom of
God, and so the Apostle writes to them such
things as these—*‘ The world through its wis-
dom knew nat God ' (i. 21). ¢ God's wisdom
. . . which none of the rulers of this world
hath known; for had they known it, thev
would not have crucified the Lord of glory "’
(ii. 7-8). ‘“ Hath not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world ? ** (1. 20). These people
were unable to discriminate. This all seems to
us very elementary. How far back they must
have been!

And the same with power. They were after
strength and power, and they were going to
have it on the world’'s line. So he says,
** Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of
God ”’ (i. 24). But—in substance he adds—
you caminot see it, you cannot discriminate.
You notice what he is saying about discerning,
judging—that word so difficult of translation.
¢ Ie that is spiritual judgeth " {discerneth,
examineth) ‘“ all things, and he himself 1s
judged of no man '’ (i, 15)—he is mscrutable.
The spiritual is inscrutable to the natural.
These people were not able to discriminate,
hence this confusion.  Spiritual discernment
and ability to discriminate between things that
dilfer but which often seem to be very alike
it a tremendous thing to bring the Church to
God’s idea of the Church. We do need spirit-
ral discernment and understanding in the
Church, to save the Church from ils present
deplorable state. You know how true that is,
how verv few Christians have real discern-
ment. It is an essential spiritwal factor to
bring the Church to God’s idea of the Church;
without it, you get the Corinthian condition.

{b) In Recognizing Relatedness of All
Ministries in the Body

Secondly, in the relationship and the ap-
praisement of Christ and His servants. °°1
could not speak to you as unto spiritual.’”’
Why?  Well, “* there are divisions among
vou,” and those divisions are of this kind—
© Each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and
1 nf Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 1 of
Christ "’—making parties; and the failure here
was their inability to see that the Body is one,
with Christ as its Head, and that if there is
a Paul miuistry or an Apollos ministry or a
Peter ministry that they liked so much and
preferred above others, it is only the ministry

of a member of the Body and not something-
mn itself, detached. The hand has a function

in the body and vou cannot take it over there

in a corner. You dare not detach any member
of the body and circle round that. If you do,
you have no conception of the body and you
have no conception of Christ. That is what
these people heeded to see, and had not the
spirituality for seeing.  This Body is one,
these servants of God are members of the Body
functioning in their own appointed ways, and
thev are all essential, they all make up one
Body, and Christ is that Body. *‘ So also is
the Christ *’ (I Cor. xii. 12). But the Corin-
thians were, in effect, tearing the Body to
pieces and making a church round one member
of the Body. ¢ There are divisions among
you.””  Spirituality in this case sees the one
ness and wholeness of the Body, and any par-
ticular ministry not as something apart and
detached, to be taken up and circled round
and made something of in itself, but a contri-
butory factor to the whole, which the rest can
no more do without than it can do without the
rest. It sees the relatedness in the Body of
all its functions, its ministers, and its minis-
tries, that they are one and all interdependent.
Failure to see that results in chaos in the
Church.  You would not have had half of
what there 1s to-day in the divisions of
Christendom if ihere had been a spiritual
apprehension of the Body of Christ. Wher-
ever it 1s corporately found, you will be coming
back to the Divinc idea, and there will there-
fore be a spiritual power and spiritual fulness.

(c¢) In Discriminating Between Spiritual Gifts
and Spiritual Persons

Thirdly, there was at Corinth the spiritual
inability to discriminate between spiritual gifts
and spiritual persons. In I Cor., if one thing
1s clear it is this, that spiritual gifts are not
necessarily evidence of people heing spiritual—
that you can, in this real scnse, be a very un-
spiritual person and have spiritual gifts, You
will find that spiritual gifts may, and verv
often do, only relate to spiritual infancy, and
not to spiritual maturity. The possession of
such gifts may run side by side in the same
life with very serious moral defects. This 15
a problem, this 1s startling. Buat it was so at
Corinth.  As in no other church, spiritual gifts
are in evidence there: or, at anv rate, are
spoken of : and in no other church are there
so many disorders—and worse than that
They could not see the difference hetween
spiritual gifts and spiritual persons. Why
should Paul head this whole maticer of gifts
right up into chapter xili? What is the mean-
ing of chapter xiii if it is not this? ““If T

H
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speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, 1 am become sounding
brass, or a clanging cymbal.”” Is he suggest-

ing an impossible thing?  Is this a merely
hypothetical conjecture which has no reality in
life or experience—that a man can speak with
the tongues of men and of angels and have
not love, and, being like that, be sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal? Speaking with
tongues—surely tongues are the ultimate thing,
a great evidence of spirituality? Not at all!
The supreme feature of spirituality i1s Divine
love. God 1s love, and we are to be made
perfect in love.  “‘ Faith which worketh by
tove " (Gal., v. 6)—this is maturity and this
is spirituality. ‘I could not speak unto you
as unto spirttual.””  So he heads this whole
thing right up through gifts to love, which is
spirituality.  He says, I may have all these
gifts, and yet may be an unspiritual person,
The gifts may only be marks of my spiritual
infancy. I am not saying that that is neces-
sartty so. Paul said that he spoke with {ongues
more than they all. Buot #piritual gifts and
spirituality do not necessarily go together—

that is the point. Spiritual maturity did not
go hand in hand with their gifis at Corinth,
They thought that the gifts meant much more
than they did mean, that they were the evi-
dences of great spiritual measure. They did
not see. Let us come back to it—there is a
difference between spiritual gifts and spiritual
persons.  The gifts—what are they? The
result of the Spirit coming upon a person.
The spiritual person—what is he? He is
sprritual as the result of the Spirit forming
within. There is a lot of difference between
mward formation and merely outward action.

Well then, m Corinth, spirituality meant a
heavenly standard of wisdom and power; the
Body as a unified whole; and spiritual measure
inward more than spiritual gifts outward.
That is spirituality. I ask you yourselves to
go on with your New Testament looking for
the marks of spirituality in these letters, and
when you get them, you will be seeing the law
by which the churches as they are can be
changed into the Church as it is, that is, trans-
formed into accord with the Divine thought.
The transforming power is spirituality.

T.A-S.

The Spiritual Clinic

Spiritual Neurasthenia

I N the medical world this malady is described
' as “a condition of weakness and ex-
haustion of the nervous system, giving rise
to various forms of mental and bodily -
efficiency. The term covers an ill-defined,
motiey group of symptoms, which may be
cither general and the expression of derange-
ment of the entire system, or local, limited to
certain organs.” _ )
There is an almost appalling amount of this
complaint about to-day, and a terrible preva-
lence amongst Christian workers. This 1s
significant of g number of spiritual faults, to
which we shall reler presently. .
Before we decal with the spiritual side, 1t
might be well and helpful if we said just a
word about the mnatural in itself. This is one
~f those troubles so closely related to the mind
that it forms peculiarly fruitful ground for the
enemy. .
For instance, apart from any spiritual
factors, those who suffer from neurasthenia are
subject te much depression, ¢ low-spirits,”
and despondency; inability to perform the
ordinary amount of mental work; loss of power
of fixed attention so that, for example, a row
of figures cannot he added up correctly, the
dictating or writing of a few letters 1s a source
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of worry, petty details are a painful effort.
Sleeplessness is often, but not alwavs, a
characteristic. Sometimes sensations of pain,
usually localised, are present—a joint, a
muscle, a sinew, a limb, the skin, the eves, etc. ;
sometimes marked vertigo, almost like menin-
gitis. Certain other peculiar symptoms of this
malady are specially interesting as they come
$0 near to what also characterises supernatural
or demoniacal cases.

For instance, in some cases there is a
malicious delight in making people who are
happier uncomfortable or miserable. Then a
well-known symptom is the presence of a second
something. When the mind is occupied—or
straining to be occupied—with one thing,
another thing or presence is shadowing the
mental consciousness like a spectre. Then
Again, the intrusion of uncontrollable thoughts
-—~thoughts foreign to the normal life, and
nften to the moral make-up, of the patient—
cause intense distress. The desire to:rush away
and escape from everyone is very common, and
also the tendency to fling oneself down in
despair. Indeed, the symptoms are legion and
vary with the degree or particular form of the
complaint. 'We have only mentioned this much
because it is possible to carry into the spiritual
realm that which is not specifically spiritual,
and relate either to the Lord or to the enemy
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. that which may be just the infirmity of this

‘body of corruption. At least it is as well that
we recognise this, and know that our case 1s
in common understanding amongst those who
know; for a very genera! element of this
trouble is that the patient always feels that he
is completely misunderstood by all.

Confusion of Natural and Spiritual

When this distressing condition comes within
the circle of God’s people’ the enemy is
especially active to give to it spiritual inplica-
tions, What terrible distress there is abroad
because of inability to concentrate the mind in
praver at once! What suffering because of
‘depression which has been interpreted by the
“accuser ' as  being the result of sin, thus
setting up a false condemnation! What
ravages by reason of that other presence being
given a sinister character, as though the evil
one had been given a right over one! What
anguish because of those foreign, thoughts!
What lost assurance of salvation; sense of
being beyond pardon; questioning the whole
truth and reality of the Christian faith, etc.,
etc. !

Where shall we begin to help such alflicted
onecs ?

First of all, let us say to all the Lord’s
people that in this realm we have one of the
most  serious warnings against living the
Christian life in the realm of the soul instead
of in the spirit, It would seem that the encmv
would facilitate such *° Christianity  to a
tremendous degree. The mental, emotional,

and wvolitional engrossment in ‘‘ spiritual »’

things apart from or beyond a true IHoly Spirit
energising will bring its own Nemesis, and the
end may be despair

‘“ The mind of the flesh is death; but the
mind of the spirit 1s life and peace.”

Thus we would say that what is truly of the
Spirit abides and stands when all the realm of
the soul (psychical nature) and body breaks
down and contradicts,

Have you been truiy born from above?
Have you heen obedient to the heavenly vision,
to the light as you have had it? In failure and
fall have you repentantly confessed, and done
what could be done to bring forth fruit meet
for repentance? Have you appealed to the
efficacy of the Blood of Jesus Christ, God’s
Son? Have you kept short accounts with God
when convicted of wrong? Then take your
stand in your spirif, even against your own
soul and hody if needs be, and against all hell.
Stand wvpon the fact that He in Whom you
have put your trust is ‘¢ greater than our
heart.””

Then, one word more. Keep your eyes out-
side. Refuse introspection, dwelling upon
vourself, your condition, your feelings, your
symptoms, Look not for hope in vourself.
Seek no virtue in your own heart. Cease to
exnect any good of yourself, but remember that
He 15 your righteousness, your surety, vour
aceeptance with- God, your merit, vour Inter-
Cessor.

T.A-S.

“God Hath Spoken”

No. 11
The All-inclusive Object

O far we have been mainiy negative in
our approach to the ‘f Letter to the
Hebrews,” albeit seriously so, and we shall
find it necessary as we go on to constantly
strike the note of what God’s niind concerning
His people 1s nos.

In commnisstoning His servant Jeremiah the
Iord said that his ministry would be twice as
much corrective and destructive as it would he
constructive (Jer. i. 10). This indicated how
much there was to be got out of the way before
God's end could be reached. It was Lke
Nehemiah's ““ much rubbish *’ in the way of
the constructive work later on. But the best
way to the corrective is always the positive,
that 1z, presenting the purpose of God as fullv
as posstble.

So, then, that which governs everything here
in this lelter, as everywhere else mm the New

G4

Testament, is the believer’s attainment unto
The Fulness of Christ

and the strongest warnimgs—with terrible
examples—are given as to failure in this matter.
The {atal weakness of so very much of the
Church’s work, both in its evangelism and in
inside activity, 15 its failure to realise that
God has niever been satisfied with just havine
converts or adherents, but has considered it
so 1mportant to bring such to spiritual full-
growth as to make the abiding monument of
Divine Revelation—the New Testament—
ninety-nine per cent. a volume for Christians as
to thelr spiritual life after conversion; this,
first and foremost, is God’s way of saying two
things,

Firstly, that the end, apart from the attain-
ing of which His eternal counsels would have
broken down, 1s Christ in Faulness, not in
aspects alone. Secondly, that onlv a Church
which has a large measure of Christ can ade-
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with this as their destiny, T/ey for-
feited it {(see chap. iii, etc.).

¢, The dominion has been fully secured
in ‘“ the Son of man,"” Who is Son
of God—* Thy throne, O God”
(i. 8)—and Who is now ‘‘ crowned
with glory and honour.” And this
“ inheritance '* is for the Church,

ii. But there are two factors of major im-

portance.

a. This * heavenly calling ’’ is essen-
tially heaveniy and spiritual. It has
no connection with this present earth
excepting as to spiritual testimony.

b. Tts {full realisation and fulfilment is
" o come,’’ it is future, after this
age. ‘

Let us look at these two things more closely.
What is the aspect of this letter? It is entirely
wpward !  See the heavenly references.

“ Heavenly calling,’’ i1, 1; ** heavenly
gift,” vi. 4; “ heavenly country,”” =xi. 16;
““ heavenly Jerusalem,’” xii. 22; ‘ heavenly
things,’” viil. 5, ix. 23; ' passed through the
heavens,”™ iv. 14; “ higher than the heavens,”’
“““ high priest’’), vil. 26; ‘‘ throne of the
Majesty in the heavens,”’ viii, 1; ‘‘ entered
into heaven itself,”’ ix. 24; ' in heaven a
better . . .”' x. 34; * enrolled in heaven,”’
xii. 23; ‘ him that speaketh from heaven,”
xit, 25; “ make to tremble the heaven . . "
xii. 26, ,

So, the Lord and everything of Him is
looked at as {rom below. The counterpart of
the whole Old Testament system 1s seen to be
in heaven, and it was only a temporal repre-
sentation of the heavenly and spirtiual reaiity.
Christ is in heaven, and all of our religious
bonds with God are through Christ as there.
Every bond with the earth is broken, even while
we are walking on the earth. Christ in heaven
takes the place of all earthly figures and repre-
sentations in ritual, It 1s important to recognise
that this letler was addressed—in the first place
—to a people who for centurics had held the
position of a people whom God had taken out
of the world unto Himself, explaining their
own mnature and Thistory in the light of
Christianity, showing thdt even such a people
may make their separation earthly and carth-
bound. Everything here and now is essentially
spirit, but it is shown that there can be a falsc
spiritiality, a pseudo-spintaality. It was
thought by the Jews, as it is thought by multi-
tudes of well-meaning Christians, that the
performing of certain rites, the prescrving of
certain [orms, the following of a certain ritual,
the wearing of certain garments, the employ-
ment of certain instruments, language, tones:
and, indeed, the recognition of a set of more
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or less sentient accompaniments: if bathed in
an atmosphere of reverence and solemnity, is
spirituality. This letter in which we are medi-
tating most definitely cuts clean in between soul
{of which the above is the expression) and
spirit (1v. 12). In effect its corrective is that
when you have true spirituality you need nonc
of the above; and, indeed, this is the age in
which that has all' given place to what is purely
and solely spiritual. But you can have all that,
and not be really spiritual people.
truly spiritual you are the less you will be
impressed by, or taken up with, these things.
They will be 1o you like so much child’s play.
This can be proved by the fact that in the
realms where ritual is the greatest the gap
between personal knowledge of the Lord and
ritual is also the greatest. Whereas a deep
rich life in God is usually found where there is
little or nothing of cutward forms in the sense
of a system of religion.

Let it be noted, as we close this chapter, that
it is in this very realm and connection that the
appeal, the warnings, the exhortations, and the
argument of this letler lie. Not concerning
Corinthian sensuality or worldliness or divi-
sions; not the sins of Christians; but the
immatyrity, childhood (chap. v. 12 to chap. vi.
12) of those who, although ** once enlightened,’"
were in danger of having their spiritual life
limited and frustrated by becoming conformed
to a traditional and fixed earthly religious
system which, although instituted by God at
onc time to serve in the lower classes of the
school of the ages, has, with this age, been
left behind, and @2 who are of this dispensa-
tion begin their spiritual life and education at
an cntirely different level, and with an entirely
superior equipment.

This equipment is twofold, making for such
transcendent possibilities and responsibilities :
Christ in full revelation; not in types antd
svmbols, but in living reality ; actually Himself
the Priest, the Sacrifice, the Altar, the Mercy
Scat, the Tabernacle, the Holv of Holies, etc.,
cte.; and then the Holy Spirit given to mak=
Christ, in all that He is, a living inward
realty, so that we live in the good of all by
the nower of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  But
Christ is infinitely vasler and faller than has
ever been conceived by man, and the growing
revelation and apprehension of Him by the
energy of the Holy Spirit keeps the believer's
life ever moving forward and growing, so that
Christianity should never be a static system
but an ever-expanding life. Hence the con-
stantly recurring - appcal. “* Tet us go on,”
“Jetus...letus ... '

T.A-S.

The more:
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For Boys
Gospel Messages from the Aiitarctic {No: 3)

““ Be ye not as the horse, or as the mute,
w/nc/z have no understanding ** (Psa. xx i, 9).
“ The Son of God is come, rma' kath given

us an understanding '’ (I john v. 20).

0 UR explorers went to the Antarctic before
. aeroplanes were in common use, and
every journey made over the ice and snow had
to be on foot. Many hundreds of miles were
covered during the expedition, often with much
danger and suffering, and always with very
hard labour and slow progress. In order to
help with this part of the work a number of
ponies and dogs were used—animals born in
cold lands and therefore able to face the severe
<old of the ‘Antarctic. Each pony pulled one
sledge, but the dogs worked several to a team,
being batnessed in pairs one behind another
and each team pulling a sledge. On the whole,
the animals worked well, but they caused many
dNfculties which could have been avoided if
only they had been wiser. But of course they
were only animals and could not be expected
lo act as men, If the spirit of a man could
have been pul into them they might have be-
haved differently—they would have had a new
““ understanding "'—but that could not be
done. A horse must always be a horse, a dog
<an be nothing but a dog. In this there i1s a
very impertant difference between them and
ourselves, as we shall see presently., A human
being need not always he only a human being ;
he or she can become a child of God, with an
altogether new nature. So as we go on to zee
what those animals did, remember that it need
not be with us as it was with them. ‘¢ Be ve
not as the horse.”

You would scarcely helieve how foolishly
they acted al times. For example, it was a
common habit of the ponies to eat the ropes
and straps with which they were tied up, so
that often the explorers would have to chase
alter a pony who had eaten himself free and
wandered away. Then again, at the end of
the day's jourpey one of the most necessary
tasks of the tired driver in charge of a pony
was to huild a wall of snow blocks, to shelter
ithe pony from‘the wind. ‘'As often as not,
when the man was tucked up comfortably in-
side his tent he would hear noises from outside
and would go out to find that the pony had
kicked down his wall—for no reason at all—
and the man would have to build it up again
hefore he could return to his warm sleeping
hag. And when he had returned the same
thing might happen again! What a stupid

and Girls

67

pony! *° No understanding *’ indeed !

One pony, named ‘‘Christopher , gave
endless trouble. There was always tremendous
difficulty in harnessing him; and then he al-
ways refused to start. All the other ponies
would set olff with their sledges, but Christo-
pher would not move. Then at last he would
start off at a run, and on he would go as long
as he thought fit, and nothing would make
him stop. The poor driver had no option but
to keep up with him as well as he could. When
at length Christopher did stop nothing would
make him start again until he chose—and then
he would repeat the performance. It was of
no use giving him orders—he had his own
ideas, and these he followed. Again we say
* No understanding "' !

The dogs also had ‘their {roublesome ways.
One of the least was that they were always
fighting one another. Then, sometimes, when
harnessed to the sledge after a night’s rest,
they would be very eager to be on the move,
and the moment the order to start was given
they would race off—but in the wreong direc-
tion. Away they would go, taking no notice
of the frantic shouts of the driver, and much
valuable time and strength would be wasted
before at last they were persuaded to seitle
down steadily in the right direction. And if
ever they saw a penguin anywhere near as
they were travelling, they would at once turn
off in its direction in the hope of catching it—
and again time and strength were lost by the
whole party. Well may we say again " No
understanding "’ !

Now if you could have talked to those ponies
and dogs and asked them why they were there,
they would no doubt have replied, ** We have
come to help the explorers to reach the South
Pale.” They might have meant it quite sin-
cerely, but think how they were doing it! At
one time they were helping splendidly, and
then by some stupid act giving needless
trouble that greatly hindered progress. 1f
only they had had a man’s nature and under-
standing instead of an animal’s, how much
better they could have served!

Now I want you to think of Another who
had a team-—of men, not dogs—to be with
Him in His work. The Lord Jesus when here
on earth chose twelve disciples, who went
everywhere with Him and to whom He sought
to teach His ways. Most of them loved Him
and no doubt tried to understand His mind
and to do His will. But what mistakes they
made! If you read Luke ix you will ind one
such failure. Two of the disciples who loved
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first words that He spoke, as far as we can tell,
were these:  Touch me not; for [ am not yet
ascended unto the Father: but go unto my
brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my
Father and your Father, and my God and
your God " {John xx. 17), bringing both of
these cries from the Cross together, *° My
Father . . . my God ”; * your Father . . .
your God.”” Therein lies a whole wealth of
wonder(ul spiritual truth.

In the first of those two cries—*' My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me? ’’ son-
ship has been suspended, it js not Lhere; the
cry is *“ My God.” At the last cry, the battle
is won; all that the former cry meant of son-
ship being obscured has been sel aside. In
perfect tranquility, peace, rest, it is now
" Father »*; sonship is back. Now it 1s ** My
Father and your Father, My God and your
God.”” Both ** God >’ and *‘ Father '’ werc
eclipsed ; but later it is ** the God ,and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Sonship in Resurrection in a Representative
Man

There must, I think, have occurred to your
minds at some time a difficalty over these pas-
sages—the passage from the second psalm,
quoted in the New Testament: ° Thou art
my Son, this day have T hegotten thee '’ : and
«” .. declared to be the Son of God . . . by
the resurrection from the dead.”” Probably the
intellectual difficulty is this—was He neot
always the Son of God?  What about the
eternal Sonship? Was He not God’s Son
hefore the resurrection? If so, in what way
15 He Son in resurrection? What does it mean,
*“ This day have [ begotten thee””? These
words quile evidently refer to His resurrection,
and that is borne out without any question, I
think, by the first and second chapters of the
letter to the Hebrews. If vou look at the con-
text, there is no room for any doubt about it,
that ‘“ this day >’ is the day of His resurrec-
tion, and on that day He was begotten and on
that day He was called *“ Son.”” Where then
is the difference? Was He not Son? If so,
in what way is He Son in resurrection?

Let us say at once that the matter 15 alto-
gether related to the first and the last Adam,
The first Adam was called God’s son in the
genealogy—** Adam, the son of God *’ (Luke
1ii. 38). There s a sense in which the frst
Adam was the son of God, bat there 1s a sense
in which that sonship was never fully realised
—all its meaning, all its potentiality, all the
Divine intention, was never known, It was
sonship on probation before determination.
{You- notice the marginal word in Rom. i. 4—
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* determined the Son of God with power *’3.
Well, the first Adam failed, and in him the
whole race losl its sonship.  As we so well
know, in the Cross the Lord Jesus came into
that position as representative of the whole
race in Adam, to meet the fnal consequences
of that lost sonship. Those consequences were
known in that eternal pericd of unspeakable
agony when there was the awful conscionsness
of what it means to be abandomed by God.
By nature we are out of -Christ, without Ged
and without hopc in this world, but we are not
awarc of it fully nor of the full extent of what
it involves. In that phase of the Cross, the
Lord Jesus was, so to speak, projected inte
the full realisation of that complete conscious-
ness of what God-forsakenness rcally means,
that which 1s the terrible, terrible destiny of
all deliberate and conscious rejectors—to be
rejectedd.  There He stood in a relationship to
lost sonship in its full and final mecaning, and
suffered the consciousness of being abandone:!
by God.

Well, having suffered that judgment, that
consequence, and having carried all the agony
of it Lo the extent that He died not by cruw-
fixion but by the very disrupting of His soul
and the breaking of His heart (for when the
soldiers came to inspect they found He was
dead already, while those crucified with Flim
were still alive)—when that was accomplished
He came to the moment, shall we say the eter-
nal moment, of consciousness that judgment
was past, it was all borne, and He could return
and use again the word ‘‘ Father,” but now
with a meaning which it never hore for man
before that time; and the last word of the
Cross 1s not ‘f forsaken ” but ‘' Father.”
Sonship has come now on to a new ground of
resurrection, restoration; the alienation of the
race has been overcome in Christ, restoration
15 made for the race in Him, and so il is
“ Father ”” with which everything begins; it
1s ** God " and ‘' Father.”” *‘ The God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ > (Eph. i. 3}
—what a wealth that phrase holds when you
lock at it in the light of the Cross! It is the
ground of our approach, our appeal. It is the
[ull meaning of the trinmph of His Cross over
all the alienation that had come to the race
with the loss of God’s meaning of sonship.

Briefly then, that is the doctrine and the
explanation of ‘ This day have [ hegotten
thee.”” It is a begetting, not of the eternal
Son, not of Christ as God the Son; it is the
begetting of the Son of man, of the last Adam,
of sonship for man in Him, for us in Him;
and so Peter cries, * Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who accord-
ing to his great mercy begat us again unto a
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living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, unto an inheritance tmcorrup-
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reseeved in heavem for you, who by the power
of God are guarded through faitth unto a sal—
vation ready to be revealed in the last time *
(I Pet. i. 3-5).

Sonship a Testimony Continuously Manifested

Buit then, fot our present spiritual benefit
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its origin—that is, resurrection.

Sonship in Believers—The Pewex of
Reswurreetion
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counting for the continuance of the Church
through the ages; all the 15 of hell and
dieath have come like a deluge upon the Church
theough the centuties, sometings; seeming al-
most to guench its light, but it has sprung up
again, it has broken forih agaiim, it is greater
than ever afier every sueh time.

What is true of the Chutch as a whole is
true in its smaller ways in out own experience.
Wee know in our own hearts how we semetimes
breome: compassedl by death, heow we almost
fear for our ewn faith at times, wondering iiff
we shall spiritually supvive; but—maivellious
testimeny !—we have gone of; we do not kiw
boyw, but here we afe stilll g@lﬂg of; it is just
ihat W@fkmg ef " the execeeding greatrss off
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our imagination—and we do not want to dwell
upen it too much—is indicative in the type of
how great the Cross of the Lord Jesus is. [t
sheuld lead us to think agaim. If that is a
type of the Cross, a tygﬁ of Cherist the Offer-
Ing fer sin, and If 1€ is tiwe that bmﬁs“s are
always far less tham that wihich typity,
e greak must the Cross be | By m@&% Bgical
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amd for all cease to look for perfection any-
where else, in ourselwes or in others, and keep
sour eyes on the object which satitffes God—the
sole and finall object of His satisfaction. We
nave io see the Cross, then, in these Divine
terms, in its four diimensions—breadtth and
length and height and depth—and wmitil we
nave se seen it edr salvation is still laeking iR
essentiall gualities, and we, as saved people,
willl nst be the peeple that God means us o be.

Thee Range of the Cross
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purpose, and that great Divine intention con-
cerning them faded from their view, then they
became mixed up with the nations, they inter-
married, and the wall of distinctiveness was
broken down. And the prophets came in and
prociaimed Israel’s holy and elect calling, to
remind them how God separated them unto
Himself from the beginning, to bring again
into view the great thing which God had done
in choosing them, and accordingly appealing
to them to separate themselves again unto God
and destroy all this spiritual fornication-—a
very prominent idea in the language of the
prophets—to get rid of it and again be holy.
You know the prophets are full of that; and
what did Israel do with the prophets who
preached their holy vocation and appealed for
their return? They persecuted and killed
them; and that is how we find things at the
end of the Old Testament. And then He ap-
peared, born of the seed of David, born under
the law, a Jew; so far as things here on the
earth: are concerned, a Jew, of Israel; holy,
undefiled, separate from sinners. You see the
wide setting, He has taken up in Himself all
that which Israel was called and chosen to do
and to be; He is that. In offering that to God,
what does He do? He fulfils Israel's whole
destiny, brings God and the blessing to all the
world. He is Israel in fulfilment., In this One,
God 1s vindicated in the choice of Israel.” In
the Cross of the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, the
sovereignty of God is vindicated. He has
tulfilled all; God has been justified. That is
why He came of the seed of Abraham, and of
the seed of David—to vindicate God’s choice
of Israel, to bring a blessing to all the nations;
and in the Cross of Christ, not only Tsrael but
all the peoples of the earth receive the Divine
blessing which, was ever God’s thought for
them. Nothing like that was possible in Jewish
sacrifices. How great is this Cross, and how
wonderful is the Divine sovereignty !

God Vindicated as Creator

I wonder if you are drawing comfort fromt
that wide application of the principle that, in
the sovereignty of God, in Jesus Christ all the
tragedy and failure is met and overcome, all
the going wrong is accounted for. The Lord
has simply swallowed it up; and now, not at
this moment to Israel as a nation, but to every
mereber of that race as of other races—God
says, The tragedy of Jew and Gentile is taken
up m the Cross, and by means of that Cross
I'am vindicated after all in my ever having
created man. Men reason about this creation
and say, Tragedy, God’s defeal, God’s
tailure, God’s mistake! Look at it! Why did
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God ever make this world, and man? Did He
not know what would happen? He is not justi--
fied in naving created this world, seeing how
it has gone! Bat as in Isracl, so in the whole-
race, the Cross of the Lord Jesus is the vindi-
cation of God; and that is the meaning of such
words as * the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world » {(Rev. xiii. 8). It means that
God, in the Cross of the Lord Jesus, took the-
whole history of this world and swallowed it
up. For now, while the world is as it is, the
sovereignty of God through the Cross of the
Lord Jesus would turn the tragedy to good
account, the suffering to value; and then after-
ward He would deliver the whole creation from
its present condition,

Heaéenly Powers of Evil Overcome

That leads us to the closing word. The-
Cross of the Lord Jesus is not only super-
historical, it is extra-terrestrial in its range.
The Word of God reveals to us that this world
15 not something in itself; what is happening
on this earth is not limited to the earth., What
is revealed is that there is an immense struggle
going on over, around and outside this world
for the government, the mastery, of the uni-
versc. Intimations are given in such passages.
of Scripture as Ephesians vi. 12— world--
rulers of this darkness . . . spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenlies.”” There is a con-
flict going on. In the book of Daniel we have
intimations of it——spiritual princes withstand-
ing the archangel n relatton to the Lord’s
interests as wrapped up in this world {(Dan. x.
13, 20). Owver and around this world the

struggle goes on for the maslery of the uni- -

verse. The Cross of the Lord Jesus had its
meaning in that realm. Right out into those
circumferences of spiritual conflict and conten-
tion He moved in His Cross when He stripped
off from Himself the principalities and the
powers and “ made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it ** {Col. i1. 15). Yes,
right out i that realm the Cross of the Lord
Jesus had its ultimate and supreme meaning,
and the issue of the lordship of this universe
was settled in the Cross. So, in this letter to
the Ephesians, which is holding us all the time
in the background of our mind, we have it in-
clusively and comprehensively stated—* when
he raised him from the dead, and made him to
sit at his right hand in the heavenles, far
above all rule, and authority, and power, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not

only in this world, but also in that which is to- -

come : and he put all things in subjection under
his feet ”* (Eph. i, 20-22). ‘That is the triumph
of the Cross, that is the range of the meaning

.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 25 - Searchable

and value of the death of Christ. He, in
«lying, slew death; in being delivered to Satan,
He overcame him; in going to the grave, He
- robbed the grave of its sting -forever. Here is
the sovereignty of God! How great it 15—
-super-historical, extra-terrestrial! How great
13 the Cross of the Lord Jesus! Who can des-
.cribe it, who ean reach unto it?

But, dear friends, while we contemplate it in
that way, let it not remain merely as wonderful
Janguage and ideas. Oh what this Cross says
in the language of hope, of certainty, for us!
Have you despaired of yourself, of others, or
-of this world? The Cross of the Lord Jesus
answers all your despair. There is nothing 1m-
possible since Jesus died and rose again. You
and I are not so impossible as we may have
thought. No, everything is possible since Jesus
rase from the dead. In the resurrection the
seal of His universal triumph was given by
God. Owurs is the Gospel of hope since Jesus
died. ‘* Blessed be the God and Father of our
T.ord Jesus Christ, who according to his great
‘mercy begat us again unto a living hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
unto an inheritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who by the power of God are
guarded through faith unto a salvation ready
1o be revealed in the Jast time ** (I Pet. 1. 3-5).

The Physical Creation Redeemed

I have said nothing about the Cross and the
redemption of this creation. Between Israel
and God’s vindication in relation to Israel on
the one hand, and the universe, that extra-
terrestial realm, on the other hand, there comes
the earth, and in the Cross the redemption of
this very physical creation is gecured. The
vanity under which it lies, the curse and the
corruption which are in it, have all been met
in the Cross of the Lord Jesus and overcome,
and in Him there will be an incorruptible
creation—our bodies as a part thereof, but
more than they—a whole creation. What a
dav that will be when this whole creation 1s
delivered from the bondage of ‘corruptien,
when the groan that is now in it gives place
to a shout of deliverance and emancipation,
when 1t will be glorified! He will make the
place of His feet glorious (Tsa. Ix. 13); that
refers (o this carth under His feet. And then
later there will be ' new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness *’ (IT Pet.
3, 13). That is the hope of the Cross of the
Lord Jesus. It iz a great Cross, and, with all
our struggles to describe it we cannot compass
it. The Lord give us a new heart appreciation
of how great was that one offering made once
and for all. '

T.A-S5.

“Be Ye Also Enlarged ”

“And God gave Seolomon wisdom and
understanding exceeding much, and largeness
of heart, even as {he sand that is on 1he sea-
shore 't (I Kings iv. 29).

*“ Our mouth is open unto you, (O Corin-
thians, our heart is enlarged. Ye are mnol
strattened n us, bul ye are straitemed in your
own affections. Now for a recompense in like
kind (I speak as unto my children), be ye also
enlarged > (IT Cor. vi. 11-13).

THESE words, ‘‘ be ye also enlarged,”
should awaken in any exercised heart a

. deep sense of need and a great desire to be
larger. The Corinthians were not aware of

their need 1n this direction. That need was all
the greater because of their lack of appreciation

of it. Solomon, on the other hand, was deeply

impressed with his own need, and as he waited

hefore the Lord at Gibeon in the beginning of

his .retgn over the people of Israel, God ap-

peared to hiun and asked him what was the

deepest desire of his heart. Solomon’s exercize

before the Lord was on this wise—he perceived
the great goodness of God to him, and realised
the Immense responsibilities devolving upon
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him as well as the glorious destiny that was
opening ouf before him, and as he looked at
the vast realms into which God was now bring-
ing him he was appalléd by his own sense of
littleness. ** T am but a little child ** (I Kings
1ut. 7). So the burden of his prayver before the
Lord that might at Gibeon was this—Lord,
make me igger! Lord, enlarge me! And
God was pleased with Solomon’s desire, for it
was a right one, and God gave it to him—
‘“ largeness of heart, even as the sand that is
on the sea.shore.”’

Are we Solomons or are we Corinthians?
God has chosen us, yes, even us, for a tremen-
dous vocation beside which even Solomon’s
throne pales into insignificance. He has chosen
the * things that are not” (I «Cor. i. 28).
Solomon knew that, and he said, LLord, make
me a bigger man! Unfortunately, the Corin-
thians did not appreciate how small they were
and how straitened or how narrow was their
heart attitude. They rather felt how big they
were, But whether we are like Sclomon or
like the Corinthians, the Lord’s ward to us is—
‘" Be ye also enlarged.”’
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The Realm of Enlargement—The Heart

You notice in both passages where the en-
largement takes place—in the heart. Solomon
might have asked for enlargement in another
realm. He might have asked for God’s favour
m such a way as to make him manifestly a big
man in the eyes of men, that riches and wealth
and honour should be poured into him, that
hre might be great. He might have asked that,
but he did not. He asked for greatness, not
in reception, but in giving; not the greatness
of what might flow into hrm, but for enlarge-
ment that more might flow out of him. How
important! Is that not just where the Corin-
thians were wrong ?*—wanting even in [ivine
things enlargement for themsclves. Whether
thev realised it or not, they were becoming very
little people, very narrow. O Corinthians, you
are straitened! The more you want the Lord
to make something of you the smaller yon be-
come., Al Solemon’s destre was to have a
heart big enough that he mght adequately
serve the people of Gad. Well, God gave him
the rest. God was so pleased that He said,
You have not asked {or that, but I will give it
to you. The greatest thing that God did for
Solomon, and the greatest He can do for any
man, 1s lo give him Jargeness of heart, for
therein lies the secret of all Divine purpose and
blessing o others, and, mareaver, of all true,
pure joy to aurselves. “* It is mote blessed »'—
not only more seemly, more Christian, more
right-—* more &lessed,”” the Lord said, * to
give than to receive ”’ {Acts xx. 35). That is
where largeness is to be found, and that is the
Lord's yearning desire over His people, especi-
ally His Corinthian people. Oh, for bigger
hearts! They have got their heads full of
Divine things. They are a church in which
they are simply pushing one another aside
because they have so many revelations and so
much to say of Divine truths that they have
learned, and so many gifts—they are full of
it, but, oh, how little their hearts are! Be
enlarged ! Have the knowledge, but, oh, above
all, have the love! You will notice that with
Solomon the wisdom and the love were abound-
ing. God gave him wisdom, but above all He
gave him largeness of heart, and so the two
found their balance in one another.

. Evidences of Largeness of Heart

(a) The Constraint of the Love of Christ

Now, how were the Corinthiansso narrow ?
The Apostle was not like that, He could say
in all homility, My heart is enlarged toward
vou, I am wide open! Where was the difference
between the man whose heart was enlarged and
the people who were so narrow? Well, first of

-

“all, 1 think, it was the positive attitude that
the Apostle had as contrasted with the negative:

]

attitude of the Corinthians. 1 must explain
that. The Apostle said earlier on in this letter
““ The love of Christ constraineth us '’ {II Cor.
v. 14}, The Corinthians were looking at this

and that—whether Paul was an Apostle after

all: whether you ought to eat meat sacrificed
to idels: and all this, that and the other. 1
wonder whether the Corinthians, if they had
spoken truly, would have said, The love of
Christ (if 1t was the love of Christ) restraineth
us—all the time looking for what they must

not do to be true to the Lord. The Apostle

did not say, The love of Christ restraineth msa

—though it did when it was necessary. * The

love of Christ coxstraineth "’ me, forces me out,
forces me on. There are directions in which

I cannot go, but I am always locking for

directions in which I can go. There are lengths
to which 1 must not go, but | am always trying
to go as far as I can in the love of God. It is
a different attitude, and therein lay a great
difference in them. :

(b) The Patience of Christ

Another ‘striking thing that the Apostle says

about himself with regard to his Apostleship 1s

that he was a man of great patience; twice over

-—once in the list given in II Cor. vi. and later
on in the twelfth chapter, He speaks in
Chapter vi of all his sufferings and labours and
so on, and at the head of them all he puts *‘ in
much patience.”” Then in chapter twelve rather

strikingly—‘ Truly the signs of an apostle

were wrought ameng you in all patience.””
Now, what about the Corinthians? Was not
that just the trouble?—they had no patience.
The map who was eating the meat sacrificed to
idols had no patience with the other man; and
these people who had heard the wonderful
preaching of Apollos had no patience with
Paul,
brought up in the first letter—it Jooks to me as
it some wives had no patience with their hms-
bands; they had to rush forward and speak
because they could speak better than their
hiushands. There was this attitude in so many
ways. The Apostle had to lay down laws about
one man sitting down when another had =
revelation. You do not have to put laws in an
assembly where love reigns.  But they had no
patience with one another, theyv could not wait
for the other man to stop. Over against that,
the Apostle says, You have no patience with
one another; how much patience have I ha:l
with you! The Corinthians were not the only
church—the Apostle was not a hen with one
chick and nothing else to care about.

Then the whole matter about women

There
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were plemty of other dhurches, Chistiams,
people who did want himn and would attemd to
hinm, and yet, what patience with these Comin-
thians ! The more he loved them, the lzss tingy
loved him back (Il Cor. xii. 1133))lbmtt e wwerit am
loving. * The signs of an e wane
wrought among youw im alll patience.”” 1 marvel
at the patience of” Paul with the Corinthiams,
buit 1 marvel more at the patience of the bitessadi
Lord with us alll. We have mo patience waith
one another. How true it is. That is lecause
we are so narrow, our heats are so small.
What patience the Lord has with ws all|, and
the Apestle Paul hed something of the ltange-
ness ef heart of his Master, and he had patience
with them all.

(¢p Christ-Consciousmess

Then what blessed selilessness was found ih
him. The- trouble with the @@wm&hmm Wi
that they were so self-conscious alll the timg.
Later on the Apostle had to say to them, 1 didi
nett make you nferior to any of the cinundtes,
except that 1 did mnot take amy money Fram
you—forgive me this waarg (I Cor. xii.13).
They were touchy, they thought ewitiartyy theit
the Apostle was not trestting) them zs he treted
other churches, and the windlke here,
especially of the first letter, iis of men wio Wee
so conscious of themselves—their weeyy,, tiheir
ministry, their church—ithey were liwing =s msn.
There is nothimg so straitens and marrows dowm
ourr heart as self-consciousirss of the wr
kind. Listen to the Apostlks, “ Mt gibadihy
therefore will 1 rather glory im mny wedkingsses,”
“ 1 take pleasure im wedknesses, i ibjjitiéss””
What a strange man Paul must have lbeen!
Dy let us listen to the weddl—" 1 take leasie
in wesknesses, im injuries, im Mecessities, M
persecutions, i distresses!” Can we thheat
off ourselves? 1 fear net, wihen By tthe
Lerd’s geedness we are zble’ i some snall
measure to de what the Apestie didl Mﬁiﬁg
1o his next wordls. He says, 1 take pleasyre
in them * for Chwetes sake ” ! @‘&r %t
9-10). His heart, his whelle life’s attitvde, was
turned wpward t9 the Lord. That wes wilat
made him the Big Mman he was: His Christ
conseieusness &nlarged ki, ahd their it
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Raitude of Divine resounce to give him a heart
bigr enough for it. If we are truly to come to
the Kingdem—nett just to talk about it; we
-think and talk about the Divine ngdom
th% Lord’s puipese: for us in a way which
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<ffect upon our own hearts.

Well, the Apostle was able to say, * My
heart is enlarges . be ye also enlarged] ™
and! the greater A@@sﬂle andl High Piirsit of our
faith, the Lord Jesus, looks down to us and

says, ThHene is no straitening in Me; you are
not straitened] because of Me; My heart is en-
larged; now for a recompense in flike kind,
be ye also emlarged. HLE

The New Day of the Spirit

|
Mhe Old Testamenit Taken Up in the Book of
*The Acts ™
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portanit things which the Lord’s peaglke need
to iz amew is this—itie weal Divine
nature of the new day which came in with that
tecorded in this boek. The estailikledd and
acecepted title of the beok is limiting and, to
some extent, misleading. You Mt remember
that the weiter of RRvRr gave it that
tithe.,  Ewike, Who wiete it, did peft calll it ¥ The
Agts,” ner the YAs of tdwpe ARRHRS,” Rk
e YAk of e ERIY SbiFit” @Fa@ﬁ@ AgE
give it a tite. If 5%!&%@1%%1% i abl, it i iR
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essentibily iandhabsofotel ?h@amabverythmg is
essentially and absolutely spiritual,

First the Natural, Thea te Spndtual
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but that which is natturall; then that which is

spirittuzall.”
First that which is natural, afterward tthfﬁtt
which is spiritual. That is only sayirg,
other words, that the days which have
were natural days, the days im which Divine
things were manifested naturallly, on mainusl
grounds. They could alll be grasped by matumal
apprehension: men K see, men ewdrd frell
All that realm of God's activity was sl
of observation naturalipy; but mow that bhas
passed.

The Establishmeent: of the Lordshitp of the

Holy Spirit

“Amd it shall come to pass :afterr\mrrd
* afterward that which & sprifuadl’” 'Iﬂr?ett
represents a Divine order and an astedii
economy in the arrangement of this wenlids
history. First that which is natural im @ve'w
thing, afterward that which is ?um
this book (we will use its accepte tle,,
Acts ") is the afterward that is spmtma] mH
one of the most wonmderful things is that this
book comprehends the Ol Testament amd
changes it right over into the spimituel reslkm.
The fact that this new day as ushered im aand
set forth in this book is a spiiriituel day is sthown
in gquite a number of ways im the book itsdif—
pre-eminently, of course, by the fact that, =s
never before, the Lordship of the Holy Sypirit
is established. He, in sowerdiguty, comes and
takes charge of everylining im relkaion to IDiviine
purposes. He assumes the ecustodianship eof
Goed’s eternal purpeses and takes them ikm®
His ewn hands—andl that #n 2 wery ity
way. He dees demenstrate that He Hes
assumed eharge of God's interests i His Sy
and if yeu €an Wimﬁt@;ﬁk@ 2 Mgty rusking
wind (Aets dii. g@g AR withstand et
severeignty of the aly SpiFit: Bt kD &%@r
ways His soversighty 1§ sean—amangst dhem
the way in whieh the Qld Testament i$ aked
Hp and reproduced spiritually, #h some ﬁﬁ%@
feversed, 1R Others {ransferfed. We shail
%Bat iA & mement. Agéiﬁ 10 the swift m
lenge at the Be mmﬂg {he flegh

patural Hfe met; the ﬁely § It i'é Ty
apd He imm &éﬁ&'&' &éﬁ’i&%‘{é{ E}F
ﬂegn myst HBE SHEFBQSH d the Ratyral fif
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ARsther thing not retognized a8 fully and
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«with it. It reverses some things, amdl it
transfBrss others from one realm to amother. I
«will explain that in a moment. First of all,
this book comprehends what we hawe at the
beginning of Genesis—the creation. The
greation, as we have it in the natwral in Genesis,
Is 8 werk of natural redemption, the redeemling
«of a ereation fromh eorfuptien, fom death,
fromh ehaes; and that tedempiieom of the
efeation at the beginning of R naltwrll was
thEough resurreetion. ean say @;:;i'itt% twhﬁ
that 1t was a raising of the natyal

8@%@1& from a grave, Pringing it lag) 13} E%%ﬂ?i%
tigh.  First fhat Which ts Batural; Wem that
whieh I§ spifideal The be %&BBEE% of Ehm
hgé% Siﬂﬂ els ¥ i§ eempHRR tH l&gjﬁ E%%
?59) tfie H%;%ae%m% sz%% (s %&%%% % t %

Nhyw you sez a little moie valie in what I
said just now aboult the lettenss haviag been
weitten before. The peoplk wheo wewld reae
the historie aceount of things in ™ Acts ™ had
already reeeived I Cek. v and e dertiine of
the resurrection (A Romans vi. They kipvy the
doctrine of the resuriection of Chmst, thal it
was et only for us but melua%a us, thate e
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umaiifectee] wnitill e same mighty influence gets
o work upon tlemsediess. [t is something: that
is whallly amd solely spiritual, andl e flesh
camnit talte hold of it et Simen tie soieeier
tny to gett this on maltwed] gheownds!! HEe willl
find himself widhr i | t (AGHS; Wi,
9-24). This is somethingy WHith h e had
only by tie: S@mﬂt It i Mgttt 3l Nifke O & RRW
oidRir al e RISt R 1O
this, ¢ Finst m@a WiHidh i Raltal; Heh Hhak
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The Instrument of the Creations—
The Syitit

The means—lightt and] lifte. Amd them the
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Why? Because the Word had said

. peither wilt thou give thy Holy Ome to
gee @@ffupti@ﬁ * (Acts ii, 27). “ Lifie and im-
eerruptien tht@ugh the Gospel.”” And that life
is ers; that life within us, in our renewed
Eamb, is the germ of a spiritual bedy which is
the gther end of the esurse;; first the natural,
then that whieh is spifiiual, and in I Cok. x%v.
48 the ag lication is to the bedy. There are
%ﬁ%&% digs—not that whieh is spiritual is
Fst. BHt Fﬁ% which is %EHEQI then that whieh
R s iﬂ% g}, Tg @@e seed a bedy ef iis
W’%llll the @bge:@t m view is a mam who can
Aever see eorruption, an incorruptible humanity.
Oh, thank Ged that the Lord Jesus walked
through this werld foF thirty-three years and
was Hever i the slightest degree corrupted;
altheugh Satan and all his pewets and agents,
dementacal apd Mmm seught te eofrupt that
Piving One 17 some way, to ensnare and entrap
Him, 1RfQ g Ea!ma a e8fruption, HR was never

£0FFHRtRH Hh sepse; He triumphed. He
Went E ] Q akh, ap %B% !?i%'ﬁff ﬁﬂ@!
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propenstties and wishes and feelings—that
results in this confusion of tongues among the
Lord’s people. If the natural hife, mind, heart
and will really did come under the power of
the Cross and we came cn to the ground where
we are dead to ourselves and alive only in the
spirit, we should be saying and thinking the
same thing.

God has simple and very real—even if small
and limited—testimonies where He has those
who are led by the Spirit; He is able to say
the same thing to them and the results are very
fruitful. . Desolation goes out and fruitfulness
comes in when the mind of the Spirit possesses
the children of God. They say the same thing;
they are able to say—And the Lord said that
to me as well! There is a lot in that.

Well, you see very carly in this book a very
big thing 1s taken up from the Old Testament
and reversed, *° First that which is natural:
then that which 1s spiritual.”” The universality
of the Spirnit is declared. And, remember, with
this goes the universality of the Church. The
true Church is of this order.

And then, of course, in ** Acts *' we have
the initiation of the universality of salvation;
that is, initiation in the practical sense. Sal-
vation is umversal from the beginning, but here
was the initiation of its outworking—for Jew
and Genttle, Presently we move from Jerusalem
up to Caesarea, and something happens in a
Gentile company almost identical with what
haopened 1n. a Jewish company—the Spirit
falls, and that universality of the Spirit shows
itself now in this, that God is no respecter of
persons.  All can be saved, Jew and Gentile.
Salvation is inclusive; God has no favourites
in the matter of salvation.

The Spiritual Principle Behind Achan and
Ananias and Sapphira

Time permits us to touch on only one other
thing, which is gquite simple in itself. Tt is
very soon in this book that we come upon that
tragic incident of Ananias and Sapphira. We
have now leapt a long way ahead in the OId
Testament, Historically, there 1s much be-

For Boys

Gospel Messages from the Antarctic (No, 4)

“ We behold . .. Jesus, . .. crowned . ..”
(Heb. iz, 9).
“Rur .. . the race . . . looking unto Jesus

L (Hebl xinn, 2),
““I'was not disobedient unto the heavenly
vision " (Acts xxvi. 19).

tween what we have just said and this point,
but no doubt here 1s & correspondence in
spiritual principle. You remember Achan, and
the Babylonish garment and the wedge of gold
hidden in his tent. But that is not the whole
point, When did it happen? That is the vital
point. It happened when Israel had passed
through Jordan, in which they, in type, for
ever parted with the carnal life. The passage
of Jordan in type was that side of their union
with Christ which spoke of death to the carnal
lire which iiad been predominant in the wilder-
ness, It had all heen the flesh, carnality, all
ihrough those vears, and at last that had to be
done away with, Jock, stock and barrel. Jordan
drew the {ine between the life of God’s people
carnally and their life spintually. Over
Jordan, the Spirit of God takes charge as
Captain of the host of the Lord, and is the
energy of everything from that time onward,
testifying to the fact that here the flesh has
given place to the Spirit, and they are now
typically on spiritual ground. iAchan contra-
dicts that, the carnal life breaks out again, and
swift and radical judgment takes place. Be-
cause we pass into a new day, O Ananias and
Sapphira, what you might have done when you
lived in the flesh you cannot do now. That is
the meaning. You have come into another
realm, the realm of things spiritual, and having
{en buried with Christ and raised with Him,
vou are supposed to have repudiated all the
work of the flesh and its ambitions,

‘“ Acts "’ being a book of principles shows
what God’s full thought is for life in the
Spirit. This is seen on both its positive side
and its negative. Amanias and Sapphira are
examples of the negative aspect, showing what
the Lord's attitude is toward a calculated
action in the flesh when against such the Spirit
has been so manifestly in action.

This, then, is a solemn appeal for life on a
higher level, but it carries with'it a curtailinent
of certain liberties. For all the values of such
a life may the Lord give us the required em-
powerment. and grace.

T.A-S.

and Girls

ONE of the great dangers of Antarctic ex-
ploring is the blizzard. Often, with little
warmng, the snow begins to fall so thick and
fast that a man canmot see his hand held out
at arm’s length. This is how our hook de-
scribes a blizzard : —
* Outside the tent there is raging chaos. It
is blowing a full gale: the air is full of falling
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snow, and the wind drives this along and adds
to it the loose snow which is lying on the sur-
face of the ice. Fight your way a few steps
away from the tent, and the tent will be lost
to sight. Lose your sense of direction and
there 1s nothing to guide vou back. . . .*’

One of our explorers nearly lost his life in
such a blizzard. It was in the dark night and
hitter cold of winter. He went out of the hut
where the party lived, in order to attend to
one of the scientific instiruments that was fixed
in the 1ice of the frozen sea not far away., A
blizzard was blowing, but he thought he could
safely make so short a journey, and so he set
out. After walking about two hundred yards,
however, he decided that conditions were so
bad he had better turn back, and he did so,
walking as he thought exactly in the direction
trom which he had come. After a while, to
his serprise he found himself nol back at the
hut but close to an object on the ice which he
recognised, and which he knew was some
distance from the shore and not in his proper
direction at all. He turned in what he thought
must be the right direction, but he could see
nothing, for the snow was Iike a thick blanket
all round him, and #t was quite dark. He
walked on and on—and realised that he was
cornpletely lost.

“ Hour after hour he staggered about,
stumbling, tumbling, tripping, bufleted by the
wind, sprawling through miles of punishing
snow. He found an island, spent ages coast-
ing along it, then lost it . . . he found another
island (perhaps it was the same one again, he
could not tell) and the same horrible, almost
senseless, scarch went on. . . . All this time
he was being more and more numbed by the
intense cold; his hand was frost bitten, his
feet nearly so. There was little chance of
saving his life 1f the blizzard continued; but
hope revived when the snow eased {or a brief
period and he saw the moon. He remembered
having seen it shining the previous night, and
from its position in the sky he could make a
rough guess at the direction in which the hut
should be. 5o he set off; but the blizzard
came down again and blotted out the moon
once more. He stumbled on and found another
island {was it the same one again ?) and waited.
Again came a lull, and the moon; and on he
went. ‘At last he saw a light burning. He
went straight towards it—and found himself
home at last. The light had been lighted by
his friends at the hut who had been anxiously
awaiting his return. When his troubles began
he was only two hundred yards from the hut,
but it had taken him over six hours to reach
home and he found later that one of the islands
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he had been travelling round was as much as
four miles away.

It was seeing and following the light that
saved him. He had thought he knew the way,
he had tried to work out his own course, he
had relied upon his memory and used his wits
to the best of his abality; but these were not
able to bring him to his goal. A light alto-
gether outsige of hmnself and different from
his own thoughts and ideas had to shine for
him, and when he followed zZas light all was
well.

As a young man the apostle Paul (then
namerd Saul) had an experience very like this.
He set oot on life’s journey, and the one place
he wanted to reach—the one thing he wanted
to do-—was to serve God as he ought. He
thought he knew the way and he followed it
quite conldently to begin with; but we have
reason to think that after a while, like our
explorer, he began to wonder if he was on the
right track after all. But he pressed on, always
hoping that he would reach the desired end.
He did some extraordinary things in his efforts
to serve God—he even persecuted and killed
the followers of the Lord Jesus! He was quite
sincete—he says ‘1 verily thought that I
ought. . . .”” Tt shows us how a man can be
in the dark, like the explorer in the blizzard,
thinking he is going the right way and not
knowing how far asiray he 1s, But Saul did
eventually reach * home ™ safely., What
showed him the way there? Did someone talk
to him and convince him he was wrong? Did
he sit down and read in the Scriptures that he
ought not to do certain things? Not at all—
the remarkable thing is that he knew the Scrip-
tures thoroughly and read them constantly,
and thought he was acting in accordance with
their teaching, Yes, he verily thought that he
vught . . .1 Bnt his thou