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EDITOR’S LETTER
BELOVED oF &,

As we pass over another landmark of years, we would record our gratitude to the Lord for all that He has
been to us and enabled us unto, both directly, and through His people, until now. We can truly say that" if
it had not been for the Lord,” we had been swallowed up. There is no doubt that the enemy hates with a
bittter hatred that for which we are standing. It would be difficult to think of any fresh ways in which he
could seek our quenching, although doubtless he has them. But ** having received help from God we continue
until now™. Ifwe want witness borne that the Lord is with us and for us, it is mainly found in tins, that, al-
though we have nothing on the natural side to support and substantiate us, we have not been destroyed,
though all hell seems to have been moved agalnst us. both in spirituzll ways and by many outward means,
We can simply echo the words, ** The witness is this, that Ged hath given unto us eternal lifee...”

Not only have we been kept alive as an instrument and a ministry (I refer to that which is corporate, not
merely personal), but there has been continual growth. Despite the restrictions and limitations of a fourth
year of war—in a country so much affected—ttisne has been a stead)’ increase in the calls upon all that is availl-
able, so that the past year has seen more literature going out, and more demands for the ** Witmess and Testii-
mony * than in any previous year.

I want to thank all those friends near and far who have written such apprediative letters and sent so
graciously to our help. Tlicy are a large company extending over a very considerable area, as a glance at a
year's * Acknowledgements ™ wiill shoac. USA., many parts ; Ddia, Austirali, New Zealand, Shangihai,
Canada, Egypt, Venezuela, Paraguey, Nova Scotia, Switzerkemdi, Brazil. Argentina, Ireland, etc., etc. We
remember you all and thank the Lord for your fellowship.

Butt for our gmongly adhered to position and principle not to take any ling that would represent a separate
angl particuksr ““ movement * or * work ™ as something in itself, and apart from all else that is truly of the
Lord, we should often make reference to what *he Lord is doing ; but we deliberately seek to give ourselves
to our ministry, and leave il that side of things with Him. On Hiis part, He does not allow us to have our
glorying in any “thing ™, but in Himself alone.” But we thank Him for what we do know of His doings in so
many Jives anil places. So mwch for that; we preise the Lord for Plhnself, His work, anil His pesple.

Now it is in my heart to set down as concisely as possible a summary of the major matters of the position
t0 which the Lord has brought us, and the ministry which we feel He has committed to us. That ministry
i8 the outcome of His very deep and drastic dealings with us. Tt is not something studied and worked out
mft’ajly, We are never off the wheel as a vessel finished, but somehow the Lord combines the moulding and
the uging. Surely this is as it should be. ** The Lord's messenger in the Lord's message * contains the vital
prineiple that the instrument should never be in advance of its spiritual history. Even prophets who spoke
of things to emne, and of many things the meaning of which was not fully clear to them, were made to have
their ministry inwrought by practical experience. But the drastic handling is ever unto increase and progress.
Stiih a ministry cannot be ** taken up *, or adopted. We cannot go into it as we go into any other kind of
work, by technical or intellectual training or instruction. Tndeed, if is something from which to shrink nnturaly,
3 did Nvass, Jeremiieln, and others. Tt is helpful and interesting or enlightening to se# that, when the Lord
speke through Jeremiah to Trermel about the potter's house, and the potter, and fhen Himself took the place
ol the potter, the moulding, shaping, correcting, adjusting, purging, unto usefulness was by means of the
assauits and inllielings of twroamvynactivity. TTivereywasiac conmettion bbetveeesn t bice PRotesrsshinaddsiaddnafdoeiggn
x5 whpmsithm 2| lestodislert  So for fuller nseflieers the Lord uses the cnemv amili his work, and we are
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not for laing free from this pressure. This ministry s been going on fur a good many years now, and the
message has been given in a considerable number of issues of the muagazine.

What then is the framework into which all this is gathered 3 Tt can be found in intimation in one eom-
prehemsive statement given to saints for this dispensation :

¥ MAVING MADE KNOWN UNTO US THE MVSTERY OF MISSWILL...TO SO0 UP ALL THINGS IX CIRISTT.. ACCORD-
ING TO THE PURPOSE O HIM WHO WORKETH ALL THINGS AFTER THE COUNSEL OF HIS WILL...HE PUT ALL THINGS
I¥ SUBJECTION UNDKR HIrS (CHRIST'S) FEET, AND GAVE HIM TO BIE HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THEE CHITUROR,
WHICH IS H1IS BODY, TUHE IFOLNESSS GFFIHDN TIEATT FILLETH UL INeuD ' Eph. i ®-11, 229).

There arc three main parts to that statement.-
I. The eternal will and purpose of God.
2. Christ as the centre of that purpose.

3. The Church, which is His Body, the vessel of the full expression of the purpmse—that is, of Clariist,

We are shown Gadl in eternal counsels purposing. In outlining and devising His intentions to create and
constitute ** all things **, *“ in the heavens and upon the earth ** (Eph. i. 10), He was moved and governed by a
specific and definite purpose. This *“ Purpose ** is mentioned a number of times in the New Testament, and
various things are shown to be related to it. It is most important that we recognise that, however many phases
there mayy be in Divine activity, the purpose of God is one. Nothing is an end in itself. The first law of spiritual
fulness (@nd be it observed that fulness is what is in view) s to apprehend the fact and nature ef Ged’s alll-
governlng purpese. It is an impressive and painful fact that there is very, very little of what is asseelated here
with the Loerd that is resllly marked by spiritual fulness. Smallness. weakness, limitation, peverty, defeat,
igheranee, immeturity, and disappeintment eharseterise se mani- of the Lerd’s pe@gje, and se mueh of the
Lerd’s werk. THhis is ene of the things that is eausing se mueh distress,; inguiny, and effort i seme duarters.

May not the explama tion be that nething tiudt ssoalyy goat bol achaliode x aencdacidaed lisa ke tiveoke pateppsypose ?
To be in the way of fulness it is essential that, in the first place, we recognise and realise that Godl is not just
a Busybedly in a Jarge number of good and merciffull activities ; but that He is wholly occupied with one all-
inclusive, and all-releged purpose ! * Who worketh ALL THINGS after the counsel of his own will.” The
measure of ultimate attainment and accomplishment will be according to our initial apprehension of a single
purpese. When that is established, we shall soon move on to see what the purpose is, and how—and by what
means=it will be realised. If a master-maein has a single purpose to which he has abandoned himself, he will-
fe%uife that all whe werk for him are not jJust dolng various things, however good they may be, even as parts
of his whele werk; but that they are seeing beyond their own job and part to the whole end and object, and are
werking pesitively te that. He will be favourable te any who come to work for him, and to any means em-
pleyed, snly in §b far as the full purpese Is in their hears. The mensure of his resource and fulness will be
%N@H 8R this basis alene. Se it is with Gedl. But let it be understoed that it is spiritaal fulness that is in view,

6t personal gratifieation.

Then the purpose is to sum up all things in Christ. It is a Person filled full, enlarged, and all-comprehend-
in@. The greatness, the magnificence, the universal fulness of Christ is God's goal. Agaim, it is not suffiicient
that we see the purpose, basic as that is, but that we sec—in an ever-growing way—the fulness of Christ.
There st be an initial seeing of this greatness, this majesty, this glory, this umivensditty. It was such a
seeing that aseounted for the power, effectiveness, and glory of the Church's first days. That was the meaning
of* Penteecest . It was such a seeing that made the Apostles the men that they were. Paid owed everything
te Gew''s reverling of His Son in him. But that seeing must go on. It must become ever fuller. We must not
jlist date eur seeing of Christ to some past experience. It is the Lord's will that we shall so live in and walk
i@v the Spirit that we are able to say that what we sec of Christ to=day is infinitely greater and more wonderful
than ever it has been. That is enly in line with Ged's purpese, and it is so for all whe have truly come into a
spiritual apprehensien dhereof.

Then in the third place we move to sec God''s method and means of fulfilling His eternal purpose. This
is by way of ** the church, which is His (Christ's) body ™. The Church is definitely stated to be ** the fulness

of Him that fillcth all in all.” That universal fulness of Christ is determined to be revealed and expressed in
andl through a vessel called the Church,

What is this Church ?

Firstly, it is said to be an elect company of people. Leaving all theories of election, let us be content,
for the moment, to sec that Godl has eternally determined to have such a company, and that election is related
to purpose, not. primarily—if at all—to salvation. Godi knows, He cannot help knowing, the ultimate reactions
of people to His presanttations, and ecumding to if is forskadddggé 1 2 hahsriambriaidac i idps ppoposdus Giodod
has never said to any ansasmtjprsson tirdt e o she issw fforentdinet]. IHeorly cdlls. Tie@hundh iis tie com-
pany of the called who obeyed.

Secondlly, the Church is something greater than the churches. Whatever wo. nmay mmean by the latter, the
Church may be in them all, or it may not be in mmany of them at all. The Church is essentially a spiritual
thing ; not sectariam, denominational, ** ecclesiastical ™, traditional, etc. Tt is the spiritual rchtedmess as of a
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living organism ; a body possessing omellfks;; ittiisassimgle artiity, em* =l ane in Cliwiigt)' The measure of light
dloes not make for a more or less membership of that Bodly, although that may affect functioning. The appre-
henslen of ** Church Truth ** does not constitute Church membership, although it will greatly alfect the matter
of fulness., Vital rclatedness to Christ is the basis of Body actuality. ) .

Rut when we have said that, we nunst tppaititoodt ibwsim o ponttthemeaegabivtion sherHEhanerdh. is NeNkxe to
the revelation of Christ personally in His greatness, the revelation of the Church is bound up with our practical
progress toward fulness. Paul has a far greater fulness in his writings than any other Apostie, and this mainly
duetto the specific revelation of the Church which was given to him. What arises from this revelation is that
Chist and the Church arc one, as Head and members of one Body.

There arc one or two things which arise for our apprehension in this matter. Firstly there is the faet—so
clearly and fully given in the Scriptures—tihett God has just as definitely chosen and appointed the Church for
the resliisetion of His eternal purpose as He has chosen and appointed His Son. He has just as positively bound
Himself and His fulness to the one as to the other. While one is subject to the other, and the medium and vessel
of the other—as the wife ta the husband (Eph. v. 22-24), they are one in the matter of purpose. This carries
wiith it the jealousy of Ged for His Church, and means that for fulness there can be no allowing of an ignoring
bdlitting, or injuring.

Further ; God will keep strictly—in the matter of spiritual fulness—to working Bodywisc. That is, it is
notypexdib oraayy nuhitsaasisiehhtto lnoowifiliesss. Iftlhosssissaarehiaeddnmateer. ** Thioechiumehhisst teef dlnaess
of him.” No indiviual can be that. Therefore spirituall oneness, inter-relatedncss, fellowship, mutuality, and
interdependence are basic and indispensable to spiritual attainment of full-growth. * Till ice @l wtttzim untto..=
full grown man, unto...the fulness of Chriitt” (Eph. iv, 13).

In the Old Testament, when things were constituted according to the heavenly pattern, God spoke out of
the Tent of Muetting. So it is in the New Testament. For the answer to his inguiry on the Damascus Road,
Paul had to go into the city and get it as out from the Church. For the entering upon his great life-work he
had to.abide in the Church at Antioch and get his commission confirmed there (Acts xiii). All this does not
mean that Godl has never sovereignly and in grace moved without the recognition of this law by those concerned
for His interests, but we are speaking of spiritual fulness, and our ministry is concerned with thet. It is nota
committee, ** Genmerdl™, ** Executive ”, or * Advisory”. but the * Body ™ in representation and spiritual
functioning that is God's ordained way,

It would take much, more space than we have at our disposal to set forth all the values and implications
of an apprehension of Gaidf's place and purpose for His Church in all things. This is one of the matters which
has had a considerable place in our spoken and written ministry through these past $ears.

This leads on to the churches ; that is, the local companies of Godl's people. Times and conditions have
thanged greatly since New Testament days ; that is, so far as the Western world is concerned. It was simple
and straightforward to gather together believers in Christ in those times ; there were only believers and non-
beliievers, To-day numerous other questions arise ; such as ** Commection ”. ** Order , ** Practice ™, ** Belief
ete. But there are one or two tilings which must still govern this matter : they are

L. The local church or assembly is intended to be locally all that the Church as a whole is universallly. It
muwst not be smaller in its vision, its vocation, its relatedness. Though locally placed, it is universal in nature,
outreach, concern, and function. 1f it lives unte itself it will dle. Fuiness is dependent upen its spiriitial lensth
and breadith, and height and depth.

2. The local chureh is the spiritual training-ground for all usefulness to the Lord. There all the essential lessons
are learned, not by teaching alone, but by spiritual discipline. The very vital lesson of subjection to the Lord—
which means so much in the matter of spiritual growth—is learned in a very praeticeal way in a true assembly
and fellowship life. All independent, unrekated, and merely personal Jife is impessible when the * Bedv ™ is
truly recognised.

The spiritual support, upholding, encompassing, and covering of the Lord's people in something more than
0 general way is of tremendous value and consequence. Far from the local churelh being but a ** congregation ™
or & preaching place, it is intended to be a local expression of the family of God, and to fulfil all the fumetions
and provide all the values of a true family life and relationship.,

3. The matter of pre-eminent importance in the local church, as in the universdl, is the absolute sovereign
h\@@dﬁhi{) of Christ. Anything which usurps this, or in any way conflicts with it, will most certainly result in
gpiritual limitation and proportionate retardimg of growth. Is this not why, in the New Testament churches,
ho one man exercised headship, but elders—naot an elder—were appointed. The * Bodly ™ principle is upheld
in the corporate, and individiual sovereignty is prevented. At Antioch the * Holy Ghest said ™ to a aomppany
of representativesmnnwdovwera tigdtheryin: sipl it alckgrponibibitity. 12 Hieetsipids isuppresentedtinn—+pspititaal
mgasure, not ecclesiastical, The New Testament plurditty of Eldership means that the chureh is brought—
as in and by its representatives—under the eomplete severeignty of Christ through the Holy Ghest,

1




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 22 - Searchable

4. We must then see that the Apostles never set out with the plan to form churches. Tliat wss the Sponianeus
and necessitated result of the Holy Spirit's work in event place. Christ was preached and aceepted, and re-
latedness spontaneously followed (see Acts ii. 42). That which decides churches is Christ. This is the selutien
of and the answer to many of the problems and questions which arise, especially in this Western world in these
peculiarly complicated times. What is to be our guiding and deciding principle in gathering tegether ? It is
to be Christt! We meet on that ground alone. Where God's end is most fully in view, snd what prevides mest
fully for its attainment—the fulness of Chviist—dkitties where we ought to be, and ne ene eught te guarfel
with that. It is because of a devotion to and jealousy for some * thing ™" ; a * Mission . # Dgonominatien,”
** Tradiition "', ** Fellowship Y, * Moveerert teétc., that rivalries, and bad feelings spring up. All the talk abost
‘' sheep stealing ™" and *“ dividing the Lord's people *, or & grest desl of it, arises out of & concerin for—not
spiritual growth—but something here on the earth. How very much of this talk would be impossible if everyene
concerned took the attitude that it does not matter what survives or ceases to exist so long as Christ is being
increased in a spirituall way. This involves the necessity that all the Lord's people, and particularly these if
* offiicial ™ positions, andl positions of influence, should be utterlly and only dievoted to the increase of Chiwiist,
Chirist is not divided, therefore Christ is the ground of unity, not the things as mentioned above.

Whose sheep are they ? Are they ours ? Can Christ's sheep be stolen by those who are devoted to Him ?
If they are sheep of this or that, then things are in another realm. No, all this sort of thing is the cause of
spiritual weakness and smallness, and a new mind as to Christ Himself is needed for fulness.

Finally, in this connection, and for the momemtt; everything appointed by the Lord is intended to be
for the direct and positive ** building up of the body *. That marks its object and direction, and its unifying
law. Evangelism, Teaching, Gifts, personal and spiritual, etc., are all said definitely to be to this one end. The
evangelist and evangelism are not an end in themselves, nor something apart. The New Testament overwhelms
such an idea or procedure most completely. All these functions are * Body ™ functions, and for a well-balanced
Body they must be kept together ; neither emphasised to the detriment of the other ; neither left out. A
. teaching ministyyy must go hand-in-hand with en evangelistle ministyy : and the other way round. Everyone

who functions as a member of Christ's Body—and all members showld function—should have in view—not
souls being saved, not saints beiﬂgﬁinstrueted, but—through these, and all other means, the increase of Christ.
Let us remember that the Church Is ot large or smalll; eur werlk ls not more or less successful according to the
numbsT off geeieregiregsental], Bustareerdiiipots tihe pesititve mseautecaffCHrss!.

I cannot close this review without a brief reference to one or two other matters which are vital to this
ministry.

There is the matter of the Cross. It will not be saying anything fresh or unusual when we say that the
Cross of Christ is deeply bound up with the question of Divine fulness. But how this is so demands a con-
tinuous re-emphasis and growing unfolding. The Scriptures make it quite clear that right to the very end the
Adversary will seek with all bis might and by every means to revive the question of acceptance and standing
with Gedl. He is seen very late in the day (Rev. xii) as the ** accuser of the brethren “, and the destruction of
assurance Is one of his most determined endeavours. Everythimg that carries with it the idea of our doing
anything and making ourselves anything te obtain the mercy of Godi and attain unto acceptance with Him,
bears the hall-mark of the Devil himself. Christ’s death for us‘zmdi cundisettn witiin hiion its tine axly,, ot tine sane

ground ef full acceptance ! Luther said it very utterly when he put it thus—

" O Chwiist, 1 stm Thy sin, Thy cuvse, Thny wirstth of Godi, Ty belll; snd contrariviss, Thou art my righiteous-
ness, my blessing, my life, my grace of God, my heaven."

No wonder the Devil hated Martin Luther and assailed him so bitterly.

But there is not only the basic, initial, perfect value of the Cross for our full and unquestiomed acceptance ;
there is a meaning of the Cross in relation to spirituall fulness and fruitfulness. It is what Paul calls

* Being made conformable to his death ™ (Phil. iii. 10).

This, let us emphasise, must be kept apart from our justification and access to God. How very much of the
tragedy, scandal, defeat, weakness, deadness, limitation and unloveliness of many Christian people and
Christian institutions, communities and churches is due to uncrucifisd™ flesh * or natural life ! How greatly
Christ is hidden from view by men and things and methods which bring themselves into prominence ¢ The
need, if He is to come to the place of the Divine intention, and we with Him, is for a continuous and ever-
deepening working of the Cross in us. We really must be in a position to say * I have been crucified with
Chnisti™, Yes, but also to complete the statement * It is no longer I, but Christ . Is it true—" No longer
I 2" No...I " ? That is what Paul meant, but who can know the depth of that I ™. Only Christ knows hoa-
deep and thorough His Cross is, and we must hand ourselves over io Him for the Holy Spirit to work all His
meaning of the Cross in us, if the way is to be clear for His fulfiess:

So the twofold meaning and message of the Cross is a very strong part of this ministry. There are many
who do not like the latter and will not have it. We can only say that if they represent something far more
than the average in spiritusl wealth and their apprehension of Christ, and if that with which they are con-
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Rettedl is fret from the common results «ff the strength of the natural life ; then thero is something in their
antagonism o the subjective meaning of the Cross to which we must give heed, But we have been theFe s
selves, and know the dilisrenee. ) ]

We must cjosc, and we do so with a reference to one other matter. Naany may agee with mueh that we
have written/-but they will react to it by saying that it is * idealistic " ; it is too 1%? ; as Yhings are AAY it
is ot possible ; we cannot hope lor such a recovery. Wiell, there is one answer to that attitude. Fhe Bible
has always recognised and provided for a position like that. Tt wes but a small number of the eaptive nation of
Israel who returned voluntarily to rebuild the city, the wall, the house at Jerusshemn, apd the werd Which
governed ami characterised them was. ** Whoso is of a willling heart, his God be with him.*

In the book of the Revelation it is clear that the majority had left the Rull theught ef the Lord: Fhe
appeal there Is to those within who have “ am ear to hear *. We lind tham calllsdl * Overeomers ™, and this
clearlv relates to the decadent conditions ; a reaction to the Lord's full and original thought. Tt is hardly te
ted that all Chwiistians will respond to the appeal and standardi, but it is clear that they eemghe Leord

be ex| X ’
wills ﬁ?eand what He wills is not out of the question. [t may be a costly way ; and the eest will be mainly

acute because of the attitude of other Chriistians. )

Hence, we realise that this ministry will sift the Lord's people, and only those who really mean buginess
with God and to ** go on to full-growth ** will have a place for it. Our message is therefore one which will
affect the ** Overcomers," although we do not regard them as an elect of the elect, a select spiritual aristocraey:
They will have a place of special'honour because in them the Lord will have that upon which His heart has
been set from the beginning. The difference will be that which is seen ultimately between Joseph and his

brethren.

These, then, are the main things to which we are called and committed. * Here we stand, we ean di ne

other, Godi help us.™

The Lord give you all a heart to** follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,' and to reach unto His fulness,

Yours in this quest and testimon}’,
and with greetings in our Lord Jesus,

T. AUSTIN-SPARKS

The Man God Approves

(cotiimnet)

A Walk Before God
This matter of character is the thing upon which
everything really hangs. T do not think the Lord will
put His call in front of anybody who has not been
approved in the background of his life. Here is where
we come to the more important matter, Mimistad is a
matter of proved ehareeter first. Yeuw remember in
Peter's message at Penteeast we have these werds,
“Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of €ed uwpts
you ., How is it that ean be said ef Him £ Becatise for
thirty years, from birth t8 full manhesd, this Ma
hes been living befare God & eertain kind of fife, an
God has been neting the eharacier that has besn
formed in this Ok He s been aheaY af_ tod
these thirty years iR the BREKGFeUNd 8f Bis lif: an
Iy e Ets o B £ TR S SR HIM,
This is my BEIoved SOR.: iR | Mt 2 YUBlease
Jesis O Nasatelf Coll [Atg Rely
: R

i

I3 sty 8 rteéc
the same geAi s 1 G (i B i %j%f
mﬁgﬁ I the REKBFSHRS: and HIEN anoinie:

New Paul says that is how he himself came into his
MissTry——"as wc have been approved of God to be
intrusted with the gospel. so we speak ™. Paul was
under the eye of God before ever he gat his commis.
516A to preach. And doubtless: this was the ease not
mefely from the moment of his bing saved wntil he
parted in a public way to minister, byt all thraugh the

background years, even in those days of his unem”
lightenment. In writing to Timothy he gives thanks
to Godl who counted him faithful, appointing him to
His service, though he was before a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious ; and he goes on to say that
he found mercy because he did it in ignorance (J Tim.
I. 12-14). Ged's eye was on this man all those years.
He was not seelng the grace of Ged, but He was
having te do with a man whe meant business with
Ged. In his unenlightened days, Paid was serving
Ged after his manner. He theught he sught te de
many things eentrary to the name ef Jesus ef
Nazareth (Aets ¥t 9), but nene the less it was his
serviee te God. Godl's sye ws 6R this man in the baek:
greund ef his life ; and in summing up this matter
Paul himself speaks of it thus : * se we speak, net as
Eleaesmg men, but Ged whieh preveth sur hearts .

1alce if that really represents (he whole wmmiﬁg #p
of Paul's haekgraiind eharester. All threugh these
years of his Jewish zeal, as well as the years ef his
Cospel #eal, he was A man whe walked before Ged,
and net man.

That is important, for that is what constitutes a
man approViMll @f Gadl, of wihom Got says, 1 can trust
a vocation to this man. Jn that parable the Lord
spoke about the unfaithful steward (Luke xvi), He
concludes the application of it thus: *“IHe that is
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in nuch :
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and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also In
much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust
the true riches » And if ye have not been Tfaitiful In
that which is another man’s, who shall give yeu that
which is your own 2™ I should have theught, en
reading that, that the Lord meant, 1f you are néet
faithful with your own things, whe will entrust te
you other peoples’ things ? He dees net say that.
What is the polnt ? It is the guestien of faithiulness,
and the point here is that of a standard.

Paul is always telling us he has had a stewardship
entrusted to him. The application the Lord makes of
that story of the unfaithful steward is this: If Jreu
cannot be faithful ‘with what is entrusted to you by
somebodly else, and for which you are responsible, for
which you have to give an account, as an employee
to a master, you will never be faithful when you are
put in a position where you have your own things,
where no account has to be given, and you are not
responsible to anybody. 1 think that Is a very practi-
cal point to take note of. Here is a man te whem Ged
can entrust something, the Gespel, 8 ministry. Putt-
Ing it just by way ef illustration, we may put it like
this—1If, when we are empleyed by an empleyer, we
cannot use his tiee henestly and faithfully, what will
happen when Ged takes us as eut ef eur empleyment
and leads us inte the ministry ef the Gespel ? There
we have ne legal empleyer, eur time i§ eur ewn, and
there is ne eempelling eloek to say, Yeu must start
at this Reur and fnish at that | OR, beleved, the en-
trustient of our tieme apd the life Ged Has given us
eommes {Ate this realm of faithfulness, and 1 suggest
we need 18 take eareful nots Whether 1R this Fealiy we
afe faithiul. Gedl eannet eall seme ease le inte His
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Righteousness—Qutward and Inward

Paul goes on like this—" for neither at any time
were we found using words of flattery *'. This is his
description of himself. This is the kind of man to
whom the Lord says, 1 can safely trust the Gaspel to
you. What did Paul do ? He spoke the honest truth.
Before men he was righteous and true. He was
straight and honest in what he said to people. That is
why 1 nezadl Jatirnwiiii; & wey Heensth ativegrteariff yow jludize
it from the standpoint of the tender gracious words
that so often fell from the Lord's lips. * Ye are of
your fatber the devil | ” There does not sound much

grace about that. No, the Lord was telling them the
truth, J want to suggest that that whichvill qualify a
man in God's sight so that God can say, 1 6an trust
this man, is that he is a man whe is net a flatterer
of other people, but who is prepared te stand with
others on the ground of utter truth.

I would add, of course, the balancing word—
' speaking the trutth in love ™ (Eph. iv. [5). There are
two sides to truth. Do not let us be unbalanced, 1 de
find with Paul—amdl it was Paul who produced this
kind of convert—there was a forthrightness abeut his
Gospel which never smoothed over th which
ought not to be smoothed over. Paul weuld say in
Scripture terms, * All your righteousireses are as
filthy rags ™ (Isa. buiv. 6); ** ye must be bern again-"’
(John iii. 7). People have to be told there is g salva-
tion apart from the Blood of Christ. In Il Thessa:
lonians, to these Christians who spiritusllly are mere
babes in years, weeks old, Paul says, You know all
about the things I told you, and bow T warned you ef
the Lord coming in fearful wrath. He had given them
the awful side of the Gospel, that If men rejeet the
truth, then they will believe a lle, and Ged will send
them a spirit of error. Paul had said, Either yeu
accept Christ or you fall under a fearful snare of
delusion, deception, and ultimately of eternal damn-
tion. Either you are In Christ or out of Christ, and if
you are out of Christ, you are on the way to perdition.
That is downright language. It is not the lenguage
of a flatterer, not the language of a man who wants te

lease men. That Is the sort of man who produees this
d of eenvert.

As I say, there is another side to this kind of preach-
ing, namely, ** truthing it in love *. It is easy for some
people to go with that stern kind of talk and very hard
for them to come and say, My dear bratther, I cam imiirg
you this message, that though you are a sinner there
is hope for you ; come God's way ! There are the two
sides. But we ought to try and recover this down-
rightness of the presentation of the truth.

It touches the whole realm of our converse with one
another ; in the matter of forgiving one another, for
example. There is room for any amount of hypocrisy-
in that realm. The Lord wants truth in the inward’
parts in the matter of our relationships. We can be
sitting at the Lord’s Table with somebody who in our
hearts we are despising. That is not inwaxdi and out-
ward righteousness, that is deception. It is not truth.
It comes under the category of nattering. Itsays, My
dear brother, my dear sister, 1 greet you in the Lord's
Narae at His Table; and in my heart I am saying, I
despise you! 1Is there anything of this that needs
searching out among us ? The man who can do that
sort of thing, who can be guilty of that duplicity”of
attitude, of fair speech but inward despising, that
man is not approved of Godl. Let not such a man
expect Gadi to say, I can trust you because what I see
in you betokens your readiness, He says, That sort of
thine rules out approval. Paul says, * Study to shew
thyself approved unto God " (X1 Tim. ii. 15). Jesus
Christ was a Mem approved of God.

You know what fay back of His character when He
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gsulil stand before those Jews in John viii and say,
%1 proceerded for thand came from God “—" Ye are
of your father the devil . How did He come to that
Beitiness ? Because in {lne years of Hiis wylimgjimg Hie

had allowed truth to govern Him in every partt: no

soelal lie ever came in. There must not be any of this

attitude that is gathered up in that word * Hat{cry
(To be comtinused). G.P

Christ Pre-eminent
An Abridged Message

READmYG ¢ Phil. i. 345, 10 ; ii. 10, 20-21; iii. 7-12;
Rom. viii. 20, 18-10.

The Lord's Purpose

What a tremendous statemant:. that is of Paul's in
Eph. iv., where he says, * till we all attain unto the
ity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ . Then the Apostle
says that, to that tremendous end ami its realisation,
everything is subservient. ** We know that to them
that love Ged all things work together for good, even
to them that are called aceording te his Eufpose ”
(Refn. viil. 28). Everything that happens is harnessed
te this end, namely, the purpose. The “all things
that happen werk tegether for geed. It dees net sa
that they are geed, but they wark teaether for gggg .
g'h_ey are all harnessed to the tremendous thing s

pifg.

And then Paul continues, * For whom he fore-
knew, he also fore-ordained to be conformed to the
image of his Son . There is the heart of the matter.
God is not doing a thousand things, He is doing one
thing primarily, to get likeness, to get a form that is
Christ. **Conformed to the image of His Son ! The
Divine handling of our lives has that end in view,
prodiucing something that is not us, taking us beyond
our own depth and capacity and getting Someone
else in us. We all have our own ideas and the mighty
hand of Godl precipitates us into situations beyond
us, and we think everything has gone wrong. Then,
after the darkness and after the eclipse, we just see a
tiny bit more that He was right, and that whet He
did was right, and, though we may net be eonseious
of it, there may be a little more of His Sen featured
in us than there was before. What a painful way te
have more of Christ ! But, that is the way. Tribula-
tion, famine, sword,  killed all the day leng ' ! That
is the background.

Now we are here further let into the secret that the
expectation of the whole travailing creation weits
upon this process. In the Church there must be the
reprodiucing of the Mam in the glory, and then the
two mighty things coalesee, the"Son and the sens.
The battle rages round that.

God's goal is a day when everything is Christ, and
Chwriist is a bigger range than man is wont to con-
eeive of, when he thinks oi Ifiiu as just the Lord
Jesus in Niis human earthly form, taking upen Him:
self our nature. Christ is the fulness of Ged ; in Him
were all things created. [fe js (Wul'a patti-rn fur every-

thing in a way that we do not understand. Every-
thing must be according to Christ. 1f it is not accord-
ing to Christ it is to be ruled out. Gods thought is
Christ. Now, how you can have a whole creation in
Christ is something our little minds do not under-
stand. but we do know * if any man be in Christ,
there is a new creation ™ (11 Car.v. 17). The thing
has begun, and one day it is going to extend to the
utmost bound of the circumference. It will be Christ
filling all things.

Soothe Apostle has that great full end in view all
the time, and that explains a lot. If we have not an
end in view that is a worthy end, we have an unworthy
and very aimless life. We need a goal, an object. The
Apostle has seen the vision, and His answer has been
quite final—* To me to live is Christt” (Phil. i, 21)
Life is Christ } That is a big revelation, something
we need the eyes of our heart opening to continually,
that Christ may be more and other things less and
less. That is Godi's end. It is producing Christ. He
is to be everything and to fill all things, and the
present sphere of that might}y’ working is, as we have
said, the saints.

The Hindirzmee to the Lord's Purpose

That brings us to this solemn word in that 2lst
verse. As Paul with his tremendous yearning for
Christ to have His full place moved to and fre, he
was confronted with the fact that there were very
few like-minded. "1 have no man likeminded .
He could not tind sympathy for Christ being every-
thing. He found there were other things people
wanted, liked, preferred, thought, and this ameng
saints who owed their very eternal life to Cliniktt!

“*I have no man likemindied, who will care truly
for your state . Why ? *“For they all seek their
own, not the things of Jesus Christ **. Wit is in the
way of God's end being reached, whether a phase of
His purpose in a local situation or in a life, or the
ultimate thing breskimg through ? What is in the
way of His speeding the day when this creation will
be delivered i ft is right down here in this word ** Al
seek their own ™. 1t is a self-centred life. Wherever
life is self-centred, the purpose is arrested. By self-
centredness wc do not mean that self is the only
consideration. No; but self is at the centre. Every-
thing focuses from self, and comes back to self. We
can have a zeal, we can have very high and apparently
holy concerns, but their centre, the source from
which they mmove out, muay be ourselves. Quiite un-
conseinusly to ourselves we mav be <uading: for what
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we sec lo be for the Lord or u{ ihe Lanl. ami the
strength of it, the centre of it. is our o\mi life. ]t is,
after all, only my opinion. 1 may have very good
grounds for it, but it is my opinion. Well then, it is
my own thing, and the more sure I am that it is of
the Lord, the more of a block it is to the Lord hecause
1 dig myself im.. 1t is a life, the centre of which is not
really Christ at all but myself.

The questiom, is, how is self-centredness to be dis-
placed by Chifist-centredness » How can it ever be ?
Well, I am more and more sure it can never lie merely
by teaching. We can never change one another by the
soundness of our doctrine. We all know the doctrine
of the Cross quite well. Most of us have been brought
up on Gal. li. 20. There is nothing fresh about it. We
all know that! That is what we are so keen on! Ah,
hew self-cdeceivadl ! We have not been crucified at all.
Ne, it Is not by doctrine,

An Utter Attitude of Heart

Phil, iii gives us some light on the way of deliver-
ance. The first answer is an utter attitude of heart.
* The Lord looketh on the haatt™ (1 Sam. xvi. 7).
What are you out for ? Well, Lord, you know 1 am outt
for You ! Yes, but not in my way. What mcaneth the
bleating of the sheep ? (1 Sam. xv. 14). Thereissome-
thing 1 ean hear that brings you and your self-interest
inte it. There is always about you this bleating going on.
Yeu Just will net exist in your own esteem when you
really see Christ. 1t will take the love and gentleness
of ethers to bring you into the picture when J have
firiisihad witth vey, tihe Lovd] sseyss. (D) tine teamibbareass
of this upstanding nature of ours that thinks it is
really seeking Chritt! The Lord says, I want you
te want Me to get My way, whatever it costs, and it
will eest sueh an emptying out of you as you have no
esneeption of.

If ever a man was emptied out of well-founded con-
vietions it was the Apostle Paul. Tt was no flimsy
gtrueture that he had under his feet as Saul of Tarsus.
He could meet you on matters of mighteousness,
indeed on matters of every kind, with an answer
that was logieal, and with all that background he
had te part company, and the Lord firmly but gently
said, That will ge now, that and that, all that you
held e'sar will go ! Paul says, 1 have counted it refuse
that 1 may gain Christ and be found in Him, not
having my ewn righteousness. Of, for a broken and
eésntrite spirit that is willing to be melted and not
{0 keep a grip en things, willing te Jit inte the Divine
sovereign erder, willing to risk everything on the
Lord iR letting its ewn grasp on things go. For

esitive, enward mevement, the Lord has te stand
2ak; He waits fer hearts breken at His feet.

Love
And then the other requisite for delivering us from
ouFr uneonselous selfheod is love. ** I have no man...
that will eare for your state ™. 1t reminds us of J Cor.
xiii=" Love secketh not her own . When Christ is
eentral, our focus is immediately away from ourselves.
" By tins shalll @il wen lkwow that ye are wy dis-

eiplys, if joidaeddowd civelenditer ® (Jekir %,
Not, if you judge one another, seek to put 6ne anether
right, but, if you love one another, TBat is the whele
thing. Love seeketh not her own.

And John's epistle is tremendous. Lett us see te it,
he says, that he who loves Gadi, love his brether alse
(I John vi. 21). What is love ? Love is not sentiment.
Love is an outwoking af life togekesr aminthidiemetare
that brings us to the heart of things again.

Apart from a life very much related to one another
and very dependent on one another, we shall net
know Christ in any fulness. That is what the Chureh
represmitss; the utter iuter-dependemce of our lives
in Christ. Apart from our * together life ” we arg all
free lances, everyone of us. Ome thing Satan did iR
the Fall was to make ever}* single man a unit, a self:
governed unit. Yow put fifty self-governing uhits
together and what do you %et ? You have ehaes,; ef
at any rate schism. A lot of apparent 6neness we see
nowadays is only superficiiell. 1t obtalns enly beealise
of a eertain discipline, habit of life and methed that
prevent lawlessiess, but at heart eaeh man is inde:
dent. The breaking of eur independenee is semething
that ean enly happen in eerperate life, and it is the
fmest painful experience yeu 6an ever ge threugh. 1
think even physieal sufféring is nething te be eom:
pared te having really te et go.

Subjection is a tremendously strong thing. It is
meeting an issue where you are either going to give
in and let go a whole point of view, or you are going
to retain it; a mentality that is your mentality. We
feel that if we have only the Lord to deal with, it is
all right. Why should we have to yield to other
people ? That is exactly where our imdependent
nature stands erect, and says, No; I wil give in
to the Lord, but not to anyone else! A word that
comes to one’s heart in connection with that is that
word the Lord sent to John the Baptist, who was so
perplexed by the strangeness of His dealings. All
the Lord had to say was, Blessed is he, wihosoever
shall find noene occasien of stumbling in me ** (Mstt,
xi. 6). The Lord will take pains to put something
a6ress our path that will completely stumble us wnless
we see threugh it to the Lord. Mtamy a }hild of God
has been kept out of fulness and out of their function
in the Bedy by their stumbling bleck. There is some-
thing 1 am net geing te give in te, net geing to take
6R 1 Gradually that life begins withering, 1 believe
the Lard will get us o a place where we have no
stumbling blseks where He is soneerned.” We come
at length ta a Ep.smaa where we say, 1f that is the
WAY yeu are taking me, 1 am wiling; it is very un-
congenial te me; 1'de net Wnderstand it, but I must
g;vé’ iR t8 1§} 1F there is one thing in your life whieh,
$ ¥eY get 8 the Lerd, 6F as yeu think abeut it, yeu
sa¥, That thing, never i=tthat is the thing. That
s the thiRg 4pan which ¥au have te give in. 1t is the
gne thing Bn which we'say, Ne ! We have to say,
Yes, LofFd ; 10 You en that thing 1 give in, and 1 give
in t8 that thing iR Yeur Name ! Seme sert of oFisls
iéﬁ t%@t is what brings us inte the redliity of the ;
SRWFEN.
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1 had to give in to things T did not airrec with, hut
gverything comeretl.down to that, and eventually it
Was either.right through on that way or ffinidh. Docs
Ret that8how what we lack ? Our’ own mind is enmity

st Flod, and jt will hold out against Gudl. Ny
?ﬁéﬁ;mrd find us’ breskable on bur strongest point,
besause without it the strength of our own nature
will always seek its own ends and be a menace to
the things of Christ. Tff we have an utter heart, He
will take us out of our depth, ami the place to which
He will take us is into corporate life, and there He
will say, Submit yourselves one to another in the

Reapmve : Heb. i. b2 : ii. 548 ; iii. 1: I[ Cor. in.
#-5.

In our previous meditation we were seeing the
glory and significance of Christ as the Son of God,
having vested in Him the prerogatives of Godi:
finstlly, the power of life ; secondly, the power of
lightt; and thirdly, the power of Lordship.

In this meditation we shall spend our time with
smother aspect of the glory of Christ, namely, the
glory and peculiar significance of Christ as Son of
(Mam. It is here also that we need spiritual sight. If
men could reallly see from God's standpoint, with
God's own knowledge and understanding, the Lord
Jesus Christ as Son of M, all the problems of this
world would be solved : for really there is a sense in
which all problems are solved when we see. And
Gadl's solution is His Son. Let us be found here this
diternoon in our hearts waiting on the Lord that we
fmight see. Let that he our attitude : to see Jesus In
an inward way with the eyes of the heart enlightened.,
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation being given us
in_the knowledge of Kiim.

If T might say so here, I fecl that the burden of
owr hearts should be that the eyes of the Lord's
people should be opened first. OW if anly their eyes

winat great possibilities there would be for Gadl, what
a lot of things would disappear which are dishonai
ing to the Lord! If only they could see ! Let us pray
much that the eyes of the people of God may. be
opened. And then, to the end that the eyes &f men
ak large might be opened, let us pray that there might
be an eye-opening mimistry like tliat of Paul—"\ ..
umto whom f send thee, to’open thelr eyes, that tliev
, ity turn from darkness im light = (A¢ts xxvi, 17-18),
yﬁt us pray along such lines continually, That bv
e wWaw,

. The Arch-Type of a New Humanity
A-think there are two or three particular :aspects
of €hrist as Son of Waan. Firstly, this is the human
title of Christ, and it briiess ro ws af once the con:

!
!

were open, what different attitudes they Wwwald take, .

@

fear of God (Kpih.v. 21). Xot, submit yourselves to
Clod : but. submut yourselves to one another. You
will find you have not been lighting for anything
that was worth fighting for. And when you have
yielded, you will discover you have been melted by
that letting go and the love of God has come in. And
what has happened 1 The day of Christ has been
speeded, because there is more of Christ in you. This
work of our conformity is painful, it is costly, but it
is the only thing that maters. We are like colts
untralned ;: He wants to break us in, break us down,
fuse ws inte one living, loving expression of Himself.
C.J.B.H.

Spiritual Sight
No. 7
Seeing the Glory of Christ as Son of Man

ception of Him as man, or as humanity, and the
thing needed to be seen about the Lord Jesus is the
Divine meaning in His humanity. As Son of Mam it
is not only that He has come alongside of us, taking
flesh andl blood, and so becoming a man, and just
being here as & man among men. Ol no, that is not
it. eover, that is dangerous, and that only. goes
a little wey. True He is men, true He has beceme
partaker of flesh and bleod, but there is a differenee,
a vast and infinite difference. Humenity, }es; but
net exaetly our humaenity. The signifieance of Christ’
as Sen of Mwn is that He is an areh-type of a new
humapity.

There are now in God's universe two humanities,
whereas there was only one. The Adam humanity
was the onlv one, but there is another humanity now,
a different humanity ; flash and bone, but without
the sinful nature of this humawity, without any of
that which has estranged and alienated this humani
from Gedl without any of that which brought this
humanity under judgment from Gedl, 8 humanity
upen which Gedl, in His infinite holiness and perfec-
tion, ean look with pleasure and wtter satisfaetion,
*My beloved Son in whem 1 am wellplleaserl”
(Mret. dii. I7). Ttds & Mtan, bt sueh & man as is net
eemmon among men, bt altegether different. The
significance of Christ as Sen of Mian is that-Ged has
started a new hwimeanity aseerding te His ewn mind
amdl perfeet thought, and in His Sen there is the areh-
type of that new humanity to whieh Gedl is geing (8
conform & race="' conformed to the image ef his
Sonh “ (Rem. viil, 20),

Kvery time you and [ who are the Lord's people
gather to the Lornd's Table and fake of the loaf, we
are testifying to this great fact, that we arc now all
of a piece with Hiinn as a new kind of humamity ; for
that loaf is Christ given for us to be our life. But to
be the life of that which is to answer to (iod in His
perfect holiness. that life must be free from every-
thing thal is cormupt, everything that is subject to
Mirrupttoa ;; it must have mo element of corruption
in i Awrithat is Christ. Hiis hunnamity is incorrup!
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anttl incorruptible, and that is given, and in lints
receiving Him, just as food becomes ourselves, Ho
becomies the very basis of this new inner life, this
new creation, which is within us. Hie is its very life
antl support, sustenance and energy. Hie becomes in
gs_the basis"of an altogether other and now life and

eing.

Thee great realitty about a true Christian is that he
ar she is progressively being changed into another, is
becoming different. It is not just and only an objee-
tive matter of faith in Christ as outward. It is more
than thatt; it is living by Christ inwardly.

So God lias come into this realm of humanity in
the Person of His Son as representing a new order
altogether, a new order of mankind, and, by vital
union with*Christ, a new race is springing up, a new
order. A new kind of humanity is secretly growing,
antl proceeding unto that day of which the Apostle
speaks, when there will be the manifestation of the
sons of Gadl; and then the curse will be lifted,amd the
creation itself will be delivered from the bondage of
c?r&uhgﬁon into the liberty of the glory of the children
o .

Now the point is the tremendous significance of
the Incarmwtiiom, of the Word becoming flesh and
tabernacling among us, the tremendous significance
of Christ as Son of Mmm, as setting up amongst men
a new kind of being, a new type and form of hum:amnity .
There is no hope for the creation save in that new
tyipe, that new order. If men saw this, would it not
solve all the problems of this time ¥ What are they
talking about » What is the great phrase most com-
mon on men's lips to-day 1 Ts it not a new order,
a new worldi'order ? But they are blind, they talk
in the dark : they are groping for something. but
they see not. The only new order is the order of the
Svn of Mam. The only hope for this world is that
there shall come about this new creation in Christ
Jesus.

Thee Truth Foreshadowed in Israel's Hislomy
Wee could dwell long upon the humanity of the
Lorel Jesus, There is a very great deal more in the
Seripture about it than perhaps you realise. But tin
nietice that God has laid this deep in the very founda-
tions of history. You take Israel as God's great object

lesson lor past ages—and! their history of the past
still stands as the gremt book of illustrations af Ged's
principles —amd yen find that the very national fife
of Israel of old was founded wpon thoese things whieh
set forth the perfect humanity of the Lerd Jesus.

Your go to the hook of Leviticus, and you take Hp
those feasts: you see what a place the humaRity
{the tino flour) has in those symbols and types. Yel
sec that God has said there in illustrasion that the
life of a people which is to satisfy Him is based 4peR
a nature, a humanity : not the old breken-dewn
humanity of Adam, but another. Right inte the very
foundatiom of the life of sueh a peeple. there is laid
this reality : there is a humanity that is perfest and
incormuptilblte: “and out from these feasts mist Be
extricated every suggestion and suspieien of 1eaven,
which speaks of corruption, the ferment of the eid
nature. It has ne place when it is & matter ef the
very basis of Iarael's life Ged-ward.

Well, you see. there is much about it, .but we are
not going to explore the whole ground. T simply
want to point out the fact that the humanity of the
Lord Jesus as Son of Mam sets forth some new kind,
some new type, some new order, in Ged’s unlverse
which does satisfy God.

Herein lies the tremendous and wonderful meaning
of union with Christ through faith, bringing us right
into what He is in His acceptability to God. The
practical outworking of that must be that you and
I more and more forsake the ground of the old Adam,
of nature, our ground, and abide in Christ. That
just means holding on by faith to what He is and
letting go what we arc. and so the pleasure of God is
found there. Tf we get on to our own ground, what
we are by nature, and take account of that and try
to-make something good of that, or even spend our
time deploring what a miserable thing that natune
is, we lose all the glory of God. The glory of God is
im another humanity. Dwell on Christ, be occupied
with Christ, let your faith hold firmly to Christ,
abide in Christ, and the glory is there. 1t is the glory
of Christ as the Son of Miam. What arc the mmost
blessed and glorious hours in the Christian's experi-
ence ; Are they nor the hours in which they are
contemplating and taken up with what Christ is ?

(o be continued) T.A-S.
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A bi-momithly ministry
is sought o lead the Lord's
people into His full
thought Far them.

by which it

Maintained
by the offerings of
,hose rpho are helped by ih.

NO. 2, voL. 22

The Cross, The Church and the Conflict

No. 2
The Cimarch Accordimg) to God's Thought

Our hearts have been directed anew to the relation-
ship between the Cruss, the Church, and the spiritual
conflict, and what we are seeing in the first place is
that, in the purpose of God, the Cruoss is intended to
lead directly and immediately to the Church. You
will just suffer a word or two of re-emphasis in that
particular matter before we go further.

TheFEsgmession in the Church of the Life of the Lord
Jesus

It is possible to have an evangelism of the Cross
which does not lead directly and definitely to the
Chureh, and it is possible to have a teaching about
the Cross in its fuDer meanings ; that is, the Cross
beyond the elementary matters of new birth, justifica-
tion and such matters ; it is possible, I say, to have a
fressage, a teaching, which is fuller eoncerning the
Cress than that, which, nevertheless, dees net really
and aetually lead to the Chureh ; in beth ef whieh
eases the Divine intentien s missed, the purpese ef
Ged is net reaehedl” New, prebably semeene might
say, But surely evervene whe 1§ befn again is in the
€Hureh, and tHe Chufeh esfmes inte being in that way :
what {s the Chureh But the eempany ef these whe are
Born ggain ? Yes, but that is net what 1 am talkin
gbeyt.  That may be true; 2nd vet, for a1l Rractie
UFpeses; tHe ERUFER may et exist ; for &l Wﬁ%lﬁ%
B g@% iR the real, éBF€§€HE; practical values of the
Endreh; the Bedy of Ehrist, 1t MIght net Be i Bsk:
ghee. 1 24 spealdng new Ret 8 FHER sbgut #he

HFER 28 | 18%16 mystical: that is; that some:

i
t { %i eh: Th

hs;
at fay Be {rye: 1 89 ROt
BFE 13 sHHething H?iLF@ than that.

Rat 35 fhe
%%Pﬁi% G B e e
o ail the fhmgw leh Tt hire oh e garth, ang
11

we could accept them without an}* question or heart-
ache, and we could just go blithely on our way, saying,
Oh yes, it is quite true that all the Lord’s people are
divided up into thousands of warring sections and
parties, nevertheless we do not take any netiee 6f that;
they are all ene in heaven, they share ene eemmen
life ! 1 am gulte, sure that some of us do net feel that
is what the Lord would have us aceept. Ne, I am net
spealdng abeut the Chureh ' mysticdl”, to use a
werd ef whieh 1 am always a little afraid. 1.am speals
ing abeut the Chureh aetual. The Lerd Jesus died
that there might be an expressien here on the earth of
gﬁ&% fHe is iR heaven, e have & W@Hﬁ'ﬁ'@ expressish gk

18 1ife:

Surely the very term * Body of Christ ™ means
something more than just the fact that the life of the
Body is one life. 1t signifies that the members of the
Body are one Body. You see what 1 mean, Take the
physical body. You or 1 may be alive physically mere
or less, but as for the members of our physieal bedy
there may be something that has alt ;
their unity ; & germ, an Injury, and there is ne ee-
erdingtion of the Mmembers; they de net werk te:
gether in ee-eperation and harmeny, there is ne
preper eentrel. There may be an aéting of eerialn
fembers eyt of relatien te the others ; ves, all ser
of Ehlﬁ?& like that, where we weuld net say fer a
fmement that that {s beeause there are twe 6F three
different kinds ef life in that bedy. We sheuld say the
life that is there is enly ene life ; that is, that'that
fAan 6r weman has net the life of 2 Man and of 2 dog,
and of a Bird, and of a fish, all different kings of life,
and that it is this that explains the eentradictions in
their make~wp; that ene mement yeu esme en the
gat life, and anether the fish life,” (Whatever these
things represent ). Ne, it is ene kind 6f life, Ruman
life, and se far a¢ the life is esneerned, it is R unitv.

e & g ———————— ), §3 % 40 8 540
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But the expression in the body is not the expression of
onelife; it isnot showingitself in a co-ordinated activity.

And the Church, all who are, born again, may be
sharing the, one life of the Lord Jesus, and yet in the
Body that life may not be showing itslf' in a co-
ordinated, properly,ordered organism in expression :
and do you think the Lord can be satished with just
the life being there and the expression being full ef
contradlictions ? Surelly not ! So that there 1s some-
thing mere than being born again and receiving the
life of the Lord. That life is given for a purpese, and
that purpese Is to bring about this pr governed
and ordered and regulated and ce-ordinated erganuan,
the Chureh, whieh Is His Bedy. 1 afi spealdng abeut
that, niet the fmere existence of the Chureh, fiet the
ene mystieal life of the Chureh, but the Chureh as a
“funetioning thing under the severeign gevernfment
gf %@ng a§ 1ts Head. The Cress was Intended te lead

@ fhat:

Now 1 repeat, it is possible to have an evangelism
that does not result in that at all, and such an evangel-
ism is falling short of the intention of the Cyoss. It is
possible to have a teaching of the full meaning of the
Cross whieh does not work out in the Church according
to Ged's thought, and such a teaching is falling short.
We have knewn sueh teaching, full teaching on the
fReaning ef the Cress, but what has remained has just
Been everything that Is here amengst men ; every
land ef divisien geing en, every kind of distinction in
Christian seetions cofitinulng, all the differences and
the eenflisting differences guﬁt persisting in the
presenee of a fuller message of Calvary. Then there is
sernething wreng semewhere, for the Cross, when
reslly knewn and reallly operative, will deal with all
that ‘whieh eentradiets the real Divine thought about
the Chufeh. The Cress is Intended to lead to the
Ehureh as Ged has eeneeived the Chureh.

Well new, we were saying this afternoom that the
Cross has certain specific aspects or directions in
whieh it deals with things that are in the way of God's
thought concerning the Church. We shall go on now
with some other things that the Cross effects. But let
us recognise that the Cross provides the ground for

the Church and the Church is intended to show what
the Cross means. | iilnem tthe Chinnaih dives firnstee
to the Divine thought in realit)’, you will see there
exactly what the Cross has meant and has accom-
plished. The Church will be the embodiment’ of
Calvary. The Church is to preach the Cross b}* what
it is finstt; and that is where you begin in the boek ef
the Acts. You can see all that obtained in the pre-
Calvary days, even with Christ amongst men, and
Christ with a company round Him. ! You ean see all
the old elememts of divisions, strifes, ambitiens,
avarice, pride, self-assertiveness, all these things are
there in the Gospels, even amongst diseiples, and the
inner circle of disciples. But when the Cress Is an
accomplished fact, and the Hely Ghest brings it Heght
into the life of that eempany, then yeu find a wender-
ful revelation of what that Cress has dene ; fer they
had all things eemimen, net ene sald of the things
which he possessed that they were his ewn, and e ef.
You have semething dene. Al self-interest has gene,
all that rivalry has disappeared. New it is all fef the
other ; it is Tove, it is joy, it is peace. The end of
Aets 1. Is & wenderful revelation ef what the Cress
has dene In peeple. And that is hew the Lerd wishes
It te be. And when yeu esme t8 Corrthians, {1 een-
ditiens whieh are suéh a vielent eentradietien of the
Chureh aeeerding te Ged's mind, the enly thmg{_ts
de is to knew nething save Jesus ChHst, and Him
eérueified. Yeu have o get baek to the Cress, in order
te pet the Churen as it sheuld be. Se the Cress pre-
vides the Efeuﬂd and the mmeans fer the Chureh, and
the Chureh beesmes the embediment of the meaning
of the Cress: That is what ebtains when Ged has
things aceerding to His mind. .

Well then, if the Church is the Diwiire’ outcome of
the Cross, it must define the nature and meaning of
the Cross. What does the Cross do ? What is the
function of the Cioss ? We have viewed that in
three directions in our previous meditation—God-
ward, man-wardl and Satan-wardl. Now, let us see it
in one or two other connections which touch all three
of these at the same time.

(To be comtimued) T.A.-S.

The Man God Approves

(aontimust))

Readiiness to be Poured Quit

Paul further says, ** Neither' at anytiime were we
found using . ... a cloke of covetousness, God is
witness . No covetousness, self-seekiing,. getting for
himself. How in keeping with our blessed Lord this
is, WHo, as the Mn approved of God, said, * It is
more blessed fo give than to receive ** (Acts xx. 3§).
And again, ** The Son of man came not to be minis-
tered unto but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many * (Mdt. x%. 28). And here is Paul
in this very portion saying, * We were gentle in the

midst of you, as when a nurse cherisheth her own
children : even so, being affectionatelly desirous of
you, we were well pleased to impart unto you, not
the gospel of God pnly, but also our own souls .
Here is the man God can approve, and to whom He
can entrust a ministiy, the man who has been brought
to the place, under the hand of Geod, where he is
willing to be poured out, giving his own life 6n behall
of those to whom the Lord sends him. This is net a
thing that just happens when a li‘an is ealled to be
a missionary or & preacher. God has been working in

12
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the background of a man's life to produce this feature
of character, and when this has become the direction
of 8 man's heart-attitude generally, God says, Here
ls a man approved ; 1 can entrust him with the
Gospel. It is a question of character. We call it the
Cress, that heart-attitude which seeks not its own,
but rejoices rather to be poured out than to get.

Our re-action to God's call may be that it is going
to be costiit. One of the very features of fitness for a
Divine call is that the heart recognises that sacrifice
will be required along that line. The fact that it is

ing to.@ost is not an indication that it is not of

odl: quite the contrary. You remember the word
this morning about myrrh, the fruit of suffering.
Here is a man in whom is found that readiness to
guffer that others may live. Paul writes to the Corin-
thians among whom he had lived in words such as
tﬁm* 1 will very gladly spend and be spent for
;' though the more abundantly I love you, the
ess 1 be loved * (3D Cor.. xii. 13). °* Love seeketh not
its ewn ” (1 Cor. xiii. §). Love counts it a privilege
that love’s suffering should issue in blessing to others.
It is a mark of an approved roan.

Meekness and Lowlin&

Then a thu'd thing Paul says is this : ** nor seeking
glory of men*'. He goes on to say that he did not
claim his privilege as an apostle, to be maintained
by them. *° Ye remember, brethren, our labour and
travail: working night and day, that we might not -
burden any ef you, we preached unto you the gespel
of Ged"”. 1n ether weords, Paul says, We did nbt
stand of Bur dignity with yeu, we did net seek plery
frem you, we were ready for the lewly serviee, 16
take gur eoats off and werlk hard. We did net take
the attitude of, Oh, 1 eeuld net eorne down to that
level; T arm an apestle { This is a meatalﬁ? that we
eed 0" inew. The final ingredient iR the swest
tneense was that ef Rumility aﬁa lowliness ef miﬁe
ThiS is the mind of ene te whem Ged ean entr

eI, pre o Jods o e STk g
B P ULl S
of the BF zdﬁgwehﬁ 3?? Ttu HE@ _;%%%{i
?5? f?w&ﬂ God. 11 1 168 Ut @
ei afaége H i§{ gm%gma {Hﬁ ms
il S o 8? Hls ;

In this connection, we have some very stnkmg
words of our Lord in John v, where He is chiding
with those Jews who would not submit to having
their need met at His hands * Ye will not come to
me, that ye might have life **. ** 1 receive not honour
from men . ™ You will not come to me "—" I
receive not glory . You see the connection. If I
were some great One, with pomp and dignity and
show, l!?mu would be glad enough to come, you would
get reflected glory :- but 1 am a nobody, 1 am despised;
you will not come to Me that you might have life ;

you love the glory of men more than the praise @f
God ! Do you see the thought ? This One Who said,
" 1 am meek and Jowly in heart **, is the Onme Who was
in His servant, Paul, who in turn could say, You
know when 1 came among you, I was not standing
en My dignity, though 1 might have done ; I did net
elatm my rig ts, I took, the place of a ﬂobody’ among

u.
yg‘l'hese then are the features of the man that God
, approves. He is one who has learned in the ordinary
course of life to walk before God, and not before
men. He stands for absolute truth and mighiteous-
ness nesnward.

Then, inwardly he is one who is without covetous-
ness. That is a heart attitude, a secret thing. Both
before men and God, righteousness, truth, absolute
sincerity, governs his manner of life.

Further, there is, the thought that such ministry
is the fruit of suffenng He is a man ready to give
his own soul if that will help. Then there is also the
humility of mind. The man approved of God is not
one to stand on any dignity. He is willing to do the
lowliest, humblest thing.

Now, if the Lord is to find us trustworthy for any
kind of ministry, I am sure He is going to look for
at least these three things: firstly, our passion to
live according to the truth, inw: before God
and outwardly before men, to have nothing in our
lives allowed that is not sincere, without offence::
secondly, as to whether we are rwdy to be poured
out, or whether we want to gain our own lives:
and finally, whether we are people who stand ef our

, who claim our rights, or whether we are sueh .
as are ready to be made the off-scouring pf all things.
ghgs is what makes a man feadv for a trust from

o

All this that issues in a ministry, all this which
.makes a man approved; implies a life lived all the
time under the government of the Spirit of Him
Who was the meek and lowly One, Who poured out
His soul unto death, Who sought not His own ; and
Who ever spoke the whole truth to men, and could
say of Himself, ** 1 am the truth ", The Spirit brings
us all these features of Christ, stamps them on us,
works them into our chara:ttenr makes them to be
the hall-mark of our livesdn the measure in which we
yield positively to His government. Let us seek, then,
to live under the ever-present government of the
Spirit of Christ. May that be our reaching out of
heart. O Spirit of Christ, Who hast all these features
of the blessed Muster, work in me in terms of them !
To what end :,with my eye on a ministry? No:
that in all thmgs 1 may please God. XAwmd when I am
well pleasing to Him, He may say, This is my beloved
son, in whom I am well pleased ; and a commitment
of a ministry to such a one will be the outcome.
And if, for the present, the time for you is one of
trial, difﬁculty,. discipline, waiting, and perplexity,
take courage ; for by these very things the Lord
would work in you, to make you a man approved, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

. The Lord make ug all His servamts., 6.2

13
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The Mystery off the Gospel

Reapmvg : Eph. vi. 1820 ; Rom, xvi. 25-27.
Immense harm has been done to the cause of
Christ in the earth by the failure of many to realise '
the majesty of the Gospel ; and further by its sever-
ance from et vast realm of truth suggested by the
use of the words ** The Mystery . What God has
joined together no servant of His should put asunder.
That the Gospel (or Glad Tidings) of God, concerning
His Son (Rom.-i. i-3)) is closely linked with *"The
Mystery, kept in silence through times eternal **, the
above passages of the Word clearliy state. It is im-
gggsible to estimate the spiritual mischief which has

A wrought by the *seqrawtioon iftto pratitedlly
water-tight compartments of ** Evangelistic @ctfiiity ™
én the one hand, and ** Church Truth * on the other.
Orfe 6f the unfertunate results has been that some of
the Lerd's true people have been found giving all
their attention to explering the Seriptures in relation
to the Chureh, lts erigin, nature, and destlny, te-
gether with its expression in leeal Assemblies, while
fegleeting to eulilvate that evangelistic passlen
whieh sheuld eharaeterise all whe leve the Christ
of Calvary and-the Ged Whe "0 leved the werld
that He gave His enly begetten Sen . “Tm the ether
gdirestion many have eeneentrated on the elementary

truths ofithe Gospel, given themselves exelusively o
the werk ot winning seuls, Making that an end in
ftself, éﬂé%@éd %f- &%éha% it is the Ged ap-
g?m{g EHE%HE BF the patheHng out from the natiehs
g ?EB-? e for His Name ¥ 7 with the result that
fhe Gospel- ot 664, diverced frem its -predestined
% 6, has largely lest that element of Divine
OHAEF WHIER $ g d slways aceompany its pre:
clamatien: Toe often it Ras Beeeme, I the theught
8t Bfin ﬁég Blessin

68 iR ful:

fHe preacher, méei 2 wa
M ?iﬂétsaﬂ 8§f’§ ngh@ %H% %19? 8 _
{Ving purpese; Which inellides as an essential
o subseeibete, part the braging inie uteld
g gf aif Whe receive the message.

Thee Gospel is described in the New Testament in
very exalted terms. As noted above, in Romans i,
Paul majestically describes it as ‘' The gospel of
Ged .*. . concerning his Son . . . Jesus Christ our
Lord . In 1] Car.iv. it is called* The gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God*. In I
Tim. i. ¥k, the title given is, ** The gospel of the glory
of the blessed God . In these titles the Divine side
of the Gospel is stressed, and it is evident that the
sllessing it brings to man, while a necessarf* and most
happy consequence, is not the chief element. God is
glonified in the securing of His mighty purposes, and
man is supremely blest by being brought into line
with them. We much need to recover that outlook
andl emphasis.

The Scope of the Gospel )

Thafthe Gospel is something far more splendid in
its content and range than is generally understood is
evident bv the terms in which Paul speaks of its
proclamation, as well as by the titles he gives to it.

4

In Romans xv. 16, he employs most unusual language,
wnd presents ideas not at all commonly associated
with Gospel preaching. If the passage be carefully
studied it will be observed that Paul thinks of himsel{
as a sacrificing priest whose great mission it is to
secure an oblation from amongst the nations which
cam be offered up to God upon the altar, and accepted
as being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. The R.V.
margin renders the word * ministering ** as ** minis-
tering in sacrifice **. Dr. Handley Moule renders it

doing priest-work ** with the Gospel of Godl. It is
evident that Paid has the whole process of salvation
covered by 4 to 8 of the epistle in mind.
The condemned sinner, first justified by blood, then
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, learning to live in the
Spirit, and to sing the overcomers song, offering his
body upon the altar " a livimg sacrifice  (xii. 1).
Godl is the great object throughout, His glory the
supreme end to be served. Mian loses nothing by
getting the proper perspective, but, on the contrary,
gains immensely, because he comes immediately into
the onward march of the Divine movement as the
Eternal God works out the purpose of His heart,
formed before the world began.’

Paul himself is perhaps the greatest proof and
example of the intimate and vital connection between
the preaching of Christ as Lord'and Saviour, and the
full purpose of God which is described as * The
Miystery **. Was there ever so ardent a gospeller as
<the Apostle ? His jourmeyings were prodigious, his
»zeal unflagging, his courage unfailing. As he himself
describes it in a matchless passage: *‘Im labours
more abundamily,, in prisons more a , in
stripes above measure, in deaths oft . . . in lJabour and
travail, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in
fastings often, in cold and nakedness **. And none of
these things moved him, or turned him aside. Faith-
fully, and over a long period of years, he heralded
the Gospel, winning souls and fouriding Churches
wherever he was led. It was to this man, who was
able to call God to witness to his faithful zeal as he
** served with the worsinip of his spiniit im the gospel
of his Son ** (Rom. i. §), that God gave the revelation
of * The Mystery . It was an astounding unveiling
of Divine Purpose, and must have filled Paul's soul
with amazed wonder and worship, occupying his
thoughts, and compelling him to pray in quite new
directions. Did it lessen his zeal for the proclamation
of the Gospel ? Not one whit. Writing at the end of
his life from his Roman prison to his son Timothy,
in what is believed to be the last letter.he ever penned,
<he exhorts, * Be not ashamed therefore of the testi-
mony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but
SUFFER HARDSHIP WITH THEE GOSPEL according to
the power of God ; who saved us, and called us with
a holy calling, not accordimg to our works, but
-according to his own purpose and grace, which was
-given us in Christ Jesus before times eternal, but new
hath been manifested by the appearing of our Savieur
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Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life
and incorrupttion to light through the gospel *'. His
zeal is unabated, but he has now come to see as
never before the full scope and purpose of the message
of redeeming love. 1t is related to, and prepares the
way for, the Heavenly Calling. It is concerned with
God’'s Eternal Purpose. It is all one great, matchless
ineorruptible, Divine Secret, now made known, and
He was appointed in relation to the whole vast
seheme '’ a herald, an apostle, a teacher *’, and also
a fréat sufferer.

The Right Approach to the Gospel

In proclaiming the Gospel it makes a world of
difference whether we have God as the object before
ourr hearts, or the need of men as the supreme thought.
This will vitally affect the level of the preaching and
have a determining inflrence on its results. Paul's
gfeachin was wonderfully fruitful. His attitude is

eautifully set forth in 1 Thess. ii. 4. * Even as we
have been approved of God to be INTRUSTED (put in
trust, Aw)) with th@e@gos%eh so we speak ;: not as
leasiig fhen, but Ged whieh preveth eur hesrts ',
i Gedl is pleased with the _?f@@éﬂiﬂg; if it setisfies
Him, it will win fmen. Even if men rejeet the message
the ministyy is nat unRfruitfyl, for again this typieal
svangelist deglaras: ' We are a2 sweet savelr ef
Enfist unte Ged, in them that are Being saved, and
n the ihat are peswiiip); to the ohe 2 saveur

g death unte Heath ; 19 the oiRer 2 saveuf from
ife Untg life’ ANR W f s i&fﬁk‘m&ﬁ THESE
Péé%ﬁ * 1 EO il rrf)- \
?‘i g fealis %ﬂ{ t tHe &0sPel Is 2 sacfed trs
gﬂl{{%i@ﬁi}i {8 8H_ fhe 1@!&

gt 81 sElf-CBMBId E% gF sgl :.E‘é ¢ %é’

FAYEE W1 & F %HSH&%*S{@%&?H

e Crgss, HHdt Chfls Hgﬂf@&g g e381red; 41 g

5 gé{f‘ [s& his ESthplete depelltence UB3H tHe

» Spirit:

Such evangelists will have a great conception of
the glory of the Person of Christ. * WM we pro-
claim ** exults Paul. There is a great content in that
Whio. It includes all that has been unveiled in the
earlier verses of the first chapter .of the letter to the
Colessians. The Saviour he proclaims is He through
Whem and for Whem the universe was cresfed :
Whe'is before all things, and In Whom all things
consist (held t tlh@.f?‘ He Is the image of the if-
visible Godl, and in all things He is to have the pre-
eminence. Or as the Apestle Jehn puts it in a Feh
and pfé%ﬁaﬁt phrase; He is " THE WORD made
flesh . Ne ene ean preclaim sueh a Persen witheut
awe and wership filling the heart, espeeially in view
of the Cress of Calvary. The Eross is seen o Be ah
eternal faet of immehse signiteanee beeause it is
His Cress: He met Ged's need, He satished Ged's
heart, all the reguirements of Divine rilgivesuene
were met in Him : 8 He ean Bfing salvatien in is
fulness {8 {he uimest Beund of human need. The

Feacher whese rmle?e il 15 {8 present sueh 2 SV
t8 en must have & grewm_ heart as he preaches the
‘i gespel of the Glery 6f ERFSE’. WHRM WE PROGLANNI
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Paul and ** The Gospel '

Ome of the chief characteristiics of Paul's letters is
his use of the superlatiive. Sometimes he piles words
on words, and seems to exhaust language in an
endeavour to express the truth he is seeking to con-
vey. At another time he will employ quite unusual
words, not familiar to his readers, to arrest their
attention. His language glows as with living flame.
It is obvious he is seeing far more than he is able to
express. He has a revelation of spiritual realities
quite beyond the range of human speech or writing.
Hiis heart- is full to bursting point, and his words
flow like a mountain torrent. The reasen of it all is
to be found in the fact that somme of the infinite
thoughts, purposes, arid plans of the Eternal Ged
have been unveiled to him, and they are tee vast
am weonderful to be passed on to others in finite
terms. His eemmission s to make knewn the un-
knewable, to express the Inexpressible, ‘' t8 fmake
all fen see what is the stewardship ef the mystery
whieh from all ages hath been hid in Ged *'"(Eph.
iit. 9).

So he says in words which indicate the wonder
that is filling his soul, ** Unto me, who am less than
the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach
unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ **
(Eph. iii. 8).. The more carefully this statement is
examined the more remarkable it is seen to be. Here
are riches of Christ to be communicated. Paul’s task
as an evangelist is to preach these riches to fhe
nations. The Gentiles are to have an Evangel pre-
sented to them which shall bring them into an
experimental knowledge of these riches of grace and
glory. And Paul uses a word which at once makes
the whole declaration paradoxdicall. He says that the
riches are * UNSEARCHABLE . They cannet be
discovered. To use language employed in anether
passage where this identical word occurs, they are.
** past finding out ™. A preacher cannot tell what he
does not himself know, or communicate to others
that which transcends his own power to grasp- Yet
this is exactly what Paul says he'is Divinely eemh-
missioned to do. He has to proclaim to fen a'Gespel
whieh will bring to them riches which are beyend
all human power to measure, to assay or to value ;
tiches inherent in Chwist;?which ean enly. be knewn
s they are revealed to each individual seul by the
Spirit Whese delight it is to unfold the pleries ef
ist. .

The original word here translated ** unsearchable **
only occurs twice in the New Testament (Epih. iiii.
8, and Rom. xi. 33). There is a similar word also
rendered unsearchable in Rom. xi. §3.. which only
occurs in that verse. But in the Oldi Testament there
is a word which is used three times in the book of
Jab which in the Septuagint Versiom is rendered by
this very word ** unsearchable ** as employed by
Paul in Ephh. iii. 8. Now each of the passages in
both Old and New Testaments has ‘as its theme
some wonder of Godi, either in His works or ways,
(See Job v. 9 ix. 10; xxxiv. 24), something "on
which man can meditate, but which altogether trans-



cends his powers of understanding. The more he
considers, the more he will be filled with awe and
worship. So it is with the Gospel. It can be received
by the simplest soul, but its range and glory transcend
the biggest intellectual grasp or the profoundest
mind. The riches of Christ are untrackable, past
finding out. They have to do with the Mystery of
God, with His Eternal Purpose. And again let it be
stressed that the Gospel and the Mystery are not
things apart, but intimately related in one vast,
glorious conception. .

Herein lies the explanation of the Apostle's vehem.
ence in his condemnation of those who pervert the

* Gospel of Christ. His language is an enigma to those

who fail to see the true nature of the Glad Tidings.
It is thought that he was extravagant, and unduly
severe, His words are indeed strong : ' But though
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you
any gospel other than that which we preached unto
you, let him be anathema ™ (accursed—Gal. i. §).
But they are deliberately strong, and in order to
leave no room for misunderstanding he repeats them
in verse g. How many preachers to-day are under
this curse ? Oh! termble will be the shock of dis.
covery, too late, that Paul was speaking by the Holy
Spirit, and that the word of condemnation is indeed
the Word of the Living. God. The Gospel that Panl
preached was not something he had been taught in a
theological College. He knew something of the Schools,
being a disciple of Gamaliel, at whose feet he had
sat for years. The result of that training was.that,
with all the zeal of his nature, he violently opposed

" those who were proclaiming the Gospel of Christ,

presecuting and imprisoning all upon whom he could
lay his hands. But when he saw the glory of Christ
upon the Damascus road, everything was changed.
He bad to unlearn a great deal that he had been
taught and receive the truth by Divine revelation.
So he says, * For 1 make known to you, brethren,
as touching the gospel which was preached by me,
that it was not after man. For neither did I receive
it from man, nor was [ taught it, but it came to m?
through revelation of Jesus Christ ", ... " It was the
good pleasure of God . . . to reveal his Son in me, that
1 might preach him among the Gentiles "’ (Gal. i. 11—
12, 15-16). None are really competent to fulfil a
ministry of etangelism unless the Gospel has come to
them by revelation of Jesus Christ. None who have
been thus equipped of God will doubt that the Gospel
is a far bigger thing than a plan for meeting the need
of sinful men. It does that wondrously : it reveals
One able to save to the uttermost. But the Gospel
leads immediately to the Church. It is the means

. appointed by God for the gathering out-from the

nations of that people whose description is ‘' The
Church, which is his Body, the jfulness of him who
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filleth all in all * (Eph. i. 22~23). What a statement |
Those saved by the grace of God, as they, by faith,
receive Him Whom the Gospel presents, ** baptised
in one Spirit into one body ’’, become His fulness
Whose riches of grace and glory are unsearchable.
This is the Hope of the Gospel (Col. i. 23), the glorious
goal to which it leads. Oh {or ancinted eyes that we
may see " The riches of the glory of this mystery "
(Col. i. 27), ‘* hid from all ages and generations, but
now . . . manifested to his saints '* (verse 26). Well
might the Apostle write, ** O the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, how
unsearchable are bis judgments, and his ways past
tracing out "’ (Rom. xi. 33). TR

An Ezbortation ' '

Let us be deeply humbled as we meditate upon
these sublime truths. The Lord, in His mercy, for-
give us if we have made a division where He reveals
a unity. Let us be willing to sacrifice our own thoughts
and think God's thoughts after Him. ‘" As the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are . . . my thoughts
than your thoughts (Isaiah lv. g). And if we have,
for any reason, or by any means, lost our evangelistic
passion, let us remember that the Gospel of our salva.
tion is also the ‘' Gospel of the Glory of the Blessed -
God " and apart from its proclamation, in the power
of the Holy Spirit, the Church can never be completed,
or become God’s elect instrument for the bringing
in of the Kingdom ; nor can the Lord Jesus enter
upon ' the riches of the glory ‘of his inheritance in
the saints "’ (Eph. i. 18}. :

In our day and generation let us also fulfil the
apostolic injunction to pray that utterance may be
given to all God-appointed evangelists ‘‘to make
known with all boldness the Msytery of the Gospel
in order that their ministry, in conjunction with that
of pastors and teachers, may be for the building up
of " The Body of Christ ", and so find its true place
in that supreme work which God is doing in the earth
in the present Dispensation of Grace.

May we have anointed eyes to see the profound
significance of the fact that the Epistie to the Romans, -
which is the fullest and most comprehensive unfold-
ing of the Gospel to be found in Holy Writ, closes
with this magnificent doxology: ' Now to him
that is able to stablish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery which hath been kept in
silence through times eternal, but now is manifested,
and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment 'of the eternal God, is made known
to all the nations unto obedience of faith ; to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory
for ever. Amen. (Romans xvi. 25-27).

S, A.

The Discipline of the Cross

* Evervthing that may abide the fire, ye shall make to go through the fire, and it shall be clean .,

..and -

all that abideth not the fire ve shall make to go through the water "’ (Num. xxxi. 23).

“ He measured . . .

and brought me through ... " (Ezek. xlvii. 4).
16
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From the Wilderness
, No. 2
The Purpose of T';"Je Wilderness

READING : Deut. i, 2-3 3 viii, 2,

In our previous meditation, we were almost en-
tirely on the negative side of this matier, namely,
the distance which is the difference between ourselves
and Christ. Forty vears were taken when eleven days
alone were necessary from the Divine standpoint,

_because of the great expanse which les between
" what we are, even as the

rd’'s people, in ourselves,
and what the Lord is. This expanse of wilderness was
bounded, as we know, at both ends by death ; by the
Red Sea and by the Jordan respectively. It was a
space Jocked up in death, and, {from one standpoint,
it is that place in the life of the Lord’s people where
death has to be applied and made to operate.

Now we rather desire to strike a more positive
note and aspect of the matter. It is true that one of
the great lessons in the life of the Lord’s people is
that of-the other.ness, the complete otiher-ness of
Christ ifrom what they are; a lesson to be learned
in every respect, and along the line of undoing so
largely, our undoing. But what is the Lord after ?
What js the positive outcome of it all in the Lord’s
mind and will ? What issued from the forty years,
or what issved from this company of the Lord’s
people ¢ At the end of the forty vears of this wilder-
ness journey, what have we really in hand, so far
as this particular company and journey were con-
cerned ? We have only two men in hand at the end,
Joshua and Caleb. We know that another generation
went in, but that is another thing. So far as this
particular generation is concerned, all that we have
at the end is two men ; but what two men! Those
two men, one of them perhaps in particular, repre-
sented and embodied all That there was to be. The
future hung vpon them. The Lord's interests for His

- people were bound up with them. And they were

the fruit of this school of the wilderness.

The Lord's Need of Men and Women of Btature

But let us come to it immediately, without any
further delay or going round. What is the Lord
after ? This came to me with very real force recently
in a time of indisppsition, and when it seemed that
evervthing on the outside was being narrowed down
and the prospects {or anything very’ much of the
lord seerned to be so limited. ] was driven very
much on the Lord about the whole situation, to in-
quire very earnestly what it all meant and what it
was the Lord was really after, and I can sayv {o vou
that it came o me, in the way that things do just now
and again in a lifetime, a$ the Lord’s own message to
the heart ; and it amounted to this: '*"What ] am
alter at this time is men and women of spiritval
stature-7 I am going to need them *'. Thazt is how it
came to me with great strength. When it so happens,
it is as though something has been written inside,
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and you know when you get something like that
from the Lord it is life, it is salvation, it is release,
And so it was; there was a new sense of meaning,
real meaning, in things. Men and women of spiritual
stature—] am going to need them!

The whole of this work in the wilderness for forty

ears was found in two men, You say, that is a poor ;.

1ssue.
men and how many there were afterward who owed
everything to the spiritual stature of those men,
You pass on in the Word and you find that fact
coming up again and again. You go to I Chron. xxi,
and you know what you have there. David is in the
wilderness. All that in a public way is of the Lord is
in the hands of 2 man who had been chosen<—repre.

sentation. Saul holds the public position, but he is

man-chosen, and he embodies everything that js

man, man in the things of God. But God’s anointed

one is there outside for the time being, and he is in
the wilderness. In that chapter vou have three
secessions to David. There is the secession to Ziklag,
the secession to the stronghold or cave, and the seces-
sion to Hebron, and if you look you will find that
those who seceded to David in each and every case
are described as men who were able to wield the

sword and the spear, men who were able to keep .
rank and to lead. They of that sort came finally to -

David at Hebron to turn again the kingdom and
make David king over all Israel, and these are thev
who were needed when the kingdom was tumed.
When David came to the throne, he needed men of
stature for the constituting of the kingdom, for its
carTying on. The men of stature had been found in
the wilderness. They had come to him, not when all
was going well, when there was any appeal to the
flesh, when coming to him would have meant popu-
larity, influence in the world. No, everything was to
the contrary. Theyv had to leave that realm and come
out to the place where everything was in disrepute,
in rejection, under ostracism; to be the enemy of
what was public religion, the established and acknow.
ledged and recognised thing ; to come out and be
tested there with David in the wilderness, men of
stature whom he was going to need in 2 coming day,

We need not {ollow the principle through. You
know that it comes up so frequently. The Lord finds
a little company, speaking generally, amongst His
people and brings them into the difficult school of a
spiritual wilderness, to increase their spiritual meas.
ure in the light of a need which is coming. We, 1
think, are not mistaken and wrong in saying that the
Lord is not giving a great deal of encouragement in
these days to great public movements and efforts
and activities in Christianity. That is not His line at
the moment. Many who are honestly burdened with
the need are straining after something like that, a

Not when vou recognise the value of those

1




L e L —— o —

Bt

great movement amongst Christians and in the’world,
but the Lord has not yet set His seal to anything
like that in any verv real way. . He is not doing it
just now, '

But T thinklwe are just as right in saying that the
Lord is very intensely occupied in an inner, hidden,
secret way with manv of His children along the line
of deep discipline and trial. 1 do not think there is
any ldoubt about that. This is a time in which the
work of God is vervy much hidden, and is of a very
intense kind, with a company within the main com-
pany of Christian people, Not all Christian people
are going the same 'way, but there are those who are,
To secure man and women of spiritual stature in the
light of a need which is coming—that seems to me to
be the explanation.

TWe do not know what that need is. It is useless to
try to forecast, to shape, the future, All sorts of

Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 22 - Searchable

things are possible and probable, It is not difficult
to imagine—though I think it goes beyond imagina.
tion, mere imigination—that the hotrors of peace
will be greater than the horrors of war. You say,
that is strong speaking. I have used a strong word—
horror—but I do not think it is too strong, I do not
think it is the wrong word. Perhaps the difficulties
and sufferings and trials of peace will be very much
greater than those of war. We do not"know. I say it
15 useless to try to forecast the future, but there are
such prospects, and if that is so, a very great need-is
going to exist spiritually. Things are not going to be
easy lor a long time; they are going to be difficult,
hard, tight, perhaps severe. A need is going to arise,
and that need is only going to be met by people who
know the Lord in a peculiar way, who have proved
and come to know the Lord in a wilderness, a spiritual
wilderness. BT.AS.

Spiritual Sight
. No. 7 (continued)
‘ . " Beeing the Glory of Christ as Son of Man

Tke Redeemer-Kinsman

Then the glory of Christ as Son of Man is to be
seen in Him as the Redeemer.-Kinsman. Firstly, as
the arch-type of a new humanity ; then, secondly, as
the Redeemer-Kinsman. Your thoughts will at once
go to that little classic, the book of Ruth. I need not
tell 'you the story of Ruth in detail, but it is from
there that we draw the great truths and principles
of the redeeming activity of the Lord.

The story in brief is this. The inheritance has been
lost. The day comes when that inheritance becomes
a matter of solemn, sad, but earnest concern to the
hearts of those who have lost it. Now the realisation
that the inheritane. has passed out of their contrc!
and right has come home to them, and they are
deeply exercised in heart about the lost inheritance.
There is only one way, according to the law of things,
in which that lost inheritance can be re.purchased,
and that is that there should be a kinsman—he must
be a kinsman, he must be of their own kin—who has
the right to redeem, and who has the ability to re-
cdleem, and who is willing to redeem. Those who lost
the inheritance, and have now become so deeply
concerned. about its recovery, are looking for that
redeemer-kinsman who has. the right, who has the
ability, the resource, and who has the willingness
to redeem the lost inheritance. You know how Ruth
comes into touch with Boaz, and thinking him to be
the redeemer-kinsman, recognising that if he has the
will, he has the resource, she discovers that he has
not the right, hecause there is another who comes
first. An appeal has to be made to the one who has
the right, and it is found that, while he has the right,

he has neither ability nor resource: and he passes
over hisright to Boaz. Thus at length the one wholly
fitted for the business is found in Boaz. * He has now
the right, he has the resource and the ability, and he
has the will to do it. : ‘

But then there is one other thing in the story.
According to the law of things, the redeemer-kinsman
has to take to wife the one for whom he redeems the
inheritance, and the way has got to be cleared for
that. The other kinsman could not do it because the
way was not clear for that, but Boaz has a clear
way to do it.

There are the elements of the story. I am not,
going to take up everv little detail, but just the broad
outline. You see how God has placed there such an
exquisite illustration of the glorv of Christ as the
Redeemer.Kinsman. The inheritance has been lost.
** What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or
the son of man, that thou wisitest him? Thou
madest him a little lower than the angels; thou
crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set
him over the works of thy hands: thou didst put all
things in subjection under his {eet ’* {Heb. ii. 6-8).
But where is that man ? Well, that inheritance has
been lost and all that God intended for man has been
forfeited. Man now, through Adam’s sin, has lost
the inheritance. In Adam, mo longer is he heir of
all things, the inheritance is gone. The tragedy of
this humanity in Adam is just that: once an heir,
made to inherit, but now bankrupt, hopeless, having
lost all. That is the tragedy of this humanity. That
is where we are by nature. We have it written in
our heings. Our very nature witnesses to the fact
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. ",:.._ ) ) in .-?._':m Bight to Redaem e :

= [RSrE

that there is something lucking, something missing,

something that ought to be and is not. We are
- groping for it. It is in the very nature of things to
Every ambition of man,
every quest, every passion of man, is man shouting
out of his nature that there is something he ought to
“have but cannot get. He accumulates all that this
world cap give him, and dies, saving. No, T have not
got it, I have not found what ] am after! He is an
heir with a lost inheritance,

.

73 ~ADd ‘into 4 wofld like that, into a ‘face
. God, in His Son, in terms of manhood, comes from

the outside as the Redeemer.Kinsman. He has, first

of all, the right to redeem. Why ? Because He is the

firstboru of all creation. He has the first place. This

is no second-place kinsman. ** He iz before all things
A (Col. i. 17). He is the firstborn; He has the richt
because of place, the place He occupies, the first place.
Oh, think again of all that there is about the Lord
Jesus as coming first, as being in the first place, as
being the firstborn, and you will see that constitutes
His right, {or in the very nature of things in the Bible,
it is the firstborn, who carries the rights with him
always. Here is Jesus, Son of Man, the first by ap-
pointment and placing of God. He has the right to
redeem. '

: % - 'The Power to Redeem
He has also the power to redeem, that is, He has

~='-,"" the resources for redeeming, Well, let us ask what is

'

3 bty e ok N

}
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% wanted. What is, in the nature of things, required
£ for redeeming ? The inberitance has to be redeemed
‘ot only for us but unto God. We in turn are God's
= inheritance, we are God’'s possession by right, and
not only have we lost our inheritance, but God has
 lost His inheritance in us, and what we might be

. satisfied with as a return, God can never be satisfied

.~ with. If God is to get back in us that inheritance
‘which He Himself has lost through man’s sin and
wilfulness, its redemption must be according to

. - God, something that satisfies God : and God cannot
"+, be satisfied with just anything. It must be something
- 25" that wholly answer’s to God’'s own nature. So let us
g manner of life . . . but with precious blood, as of a
; .Jamb without blemish *" (I Pet. i. 18-1q9}. WWhat is it
¢ that satisfies God ? It is an incorruptible something.’
That which can alone bring back to God His satisfac-
_tion must be incorruptible, undefiled, without spot
or blemish. These are words which alwavs relate to
Christ in type, we know: a lamb, without spot,
without blemish. Thuat is the redemption resource,
the redemption power. Redemption means to recover
the lost inheritance, and He has redeemed by His
Blood, because that Blood represents His life which
i5 an incorruptible lile, a sinless life, a life which
wholly satisfies an utterly righteous and holv God.
That is the price of redemption, Can He do it ?

say at once that " we were redeemed, not with
corruptible things, with sjlver or gold, from our vain

T
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like that,’
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Oh, to see the humanity of the Lord Jesus
.dncorruptibility, is tn seg the mighty power tore

Set aside the Lord Jesus and vou set aside the
power of redemption, the whole right of redem;
there is no hope of redemption. We can nen
redeemed unto God with such corruptible thir
silver und gold, To be redeemed unio God
that a life must be forthcoming which is accord:
God's own nature. Have vou got that, have
it ¥ 1f we can find that in ourselves, then we ¢
our own redemption, our own redeemer : and
will say it ?

. Oh, this is where all the blindness is. - We spc
our previous meditation of the terrible blin
which is seen in evolution. But here is the :
blindness of that terrible gospel, which isnot a ¢
at all, which is being preached, namely, humar
that it is in man's own power to become like
The roots and seeds of perfection are deep dov
man’s own being if only he will dig deep enoug
them ; there is no need for intervention fron
outside at all ; it is not necessary for Gad to inter
for Christ to come into this world. 1t is in m:
rise, he can improve himself. He is 2 wonc
creature deep down in his being. What blind:
You say, Amazing thing in the light of pr
happenings and present world conditions ; um:
thing that any man can believe it, let alone pr
it ;' amazing thing that with one breath they
about the awiul atrocities which are worse than
of the dark ages, and wilh the next breath they
it is in man to be godlike ! Blindness ! With a1l
we may say about the courage of men; ihe
courage of our men in the Services, for example,
all their readiness to suffer hardship, and much
~—and we do not detract from that one whit-
real point is this: are men more noble mo
to-day ?

I was speaking a little while ago to a man whe
a very responsible position amongst sexfaring me
the Marine Service, and he said, I havé been in
Marine Service all my life, and I thought I knew
bad things could be, but things as T find ther
day in the Services almos: shock me! The 2
state of life morally in those Services appals :
There is a hardened man of a lifelong seaf:
career saying that. Are men morally rising »
who can say Yes! in the light of what we know
day. ) :

And yet they are preaching this gospel of hun
ism, that man is steadily rising and Utopia is on
horizon ; because man has it in himsell to r
Thar is blindness, terrible blindness. But oh! to
God's Son, the Son of Man, is to see the hope,
direction in which redemption lies ; because rede:
tion lies in the direction of another kind of human
and in a power to redeem, because there is somet}
there which satisfies God, and anything which «
not satisfy God up to the hilt can never be a rede
ing power. Has the Loril Jesus the power ¥ We'
all ¢ry with one wvoice, Yes, He huas the power,
has the resource for doing this.

(concluded on front 3
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{omtimuest) fromm Uoadkpoger)
The Liberty to Redeem

But another question arises. Is He free to redeem ?
One thing is taken {or granted in this matter of the
redeeming kinsmam, and thtt is'that he can only have
one wife. If he is alreadly marriéd he is disqualified,
because Fie cannot marrv the person for whom he
redeems the inheritance, That was the trouble with
the other kinsnyam, in the case of Ruth. He was not
free ; he was married and had a family. But Boaz
was unmarried], was free, and he could take Ruth to
wife ; the way was perfectly clear.

Now we come into the realm of sublime things
spiritually. Christ loved the church and gave limself
for it, that he might redeem it from all iniquity
(Eph. v. 2§, Titus ii. i4). ' Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and cave
himself up for it **. The redeemed is to be joined to
the Lord, and the Lord Jesus—may 1 say it rexar.
ently >—is only going to have one wife. There is only
going to be one marriage supper of the Lamb. The
Church is His only Bride. His redeemed are the only
ones to be brought into such a relationship with
Himsellf; and the way is clear. He is not com:
mitted at all, He stands perfectly free to redeem,
and to lake the consequences of redeeming, even

of mamyimg the one for whom the inheritance is
redeemed.

Does not redemption bring us into a very sacred
position with the Lord Jesus ? That is the true
significance of the title that attaches to Him as our
Redeemer-Kinsman, that we should be joined to
Him. Not redeemed as a chattel, not redeemed as a
thing, but redeemed to be joined to Him forever in
the holiest of all bonds. Married to the Lord. That
is the meaning of the Son of Man. Yes, He is free, He
can do it.

The Willingness to Redeem

\/{Omly one'question remains. ' Is,He willing? He
has the right, He has the resource, He has the liberty."
Will He » Oh, how Ruth and Naomi must have waited
with bated breath and thumping hearts while that
fimall question was being met and answered 1 Will he ?
Ah, but there may be no thumping heart here this
afternoon, no bated breath. Will He ? 1s He willing ?
Well, what do we say to that  He has done it, and
that answers the question. All that remains, if we
are not in the enjoyment of it, is for us to accept-it,
believe it. He is willing !

May the Lord just ravish our hearts and enlarge
our seeing of Jesus, the Son of Mamn. T.A.-8,
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The Representation of the Invisible God

No. 2
Representation on the Basis of Identification

ReEADING : Gen. 1. 26;; Col. i. r5; II Cor. iv. 4;

*Rom. viii. 2§ ; Call.iiii. 100z11; Eplh. i 1, 15-16 ;;

v. 22-32 ; John xx. 2128 & Nuatit, xxviii. 1820 ;
Acts 1. §.

The Identification of the Son with the Father

I think we might take our meditation up at the
point where it most immediately relates to the Lord
Jesus. At the close of our previous meditation, we
were especially emphasizing the principle that repre-
sentation is upon the basis of identification. The
Lord Jesus was very particular and very emphatic
when He was here in the matter of His relatedness to
the Father. He kept that always in view. Of course,
every consequence arose out of that. We will not deal
with the consequence for the moment, we remind
ourselves of the fact. “*He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father ** (John xiv. §). 1 and my Father
are one ** (John x. 36). * Show us the Father...Have
I been so long time with you, and dost thou not
know me? * (John xiv. 8-§). So we might gather
up the tremendous amount that there is which bears
d upen that identification of the Sen with the
Father, of Christ with Gedl. Ouwr speelal peint at the
mement s this, that we are net deallng with twe, we
are dealing with ene. That is te say, we are not
meeting Christ apart from Gedl, apart from the
Father. When we meet Him and have dealings with

.Hirm, we meet God.

And, what is more, from the other side Godl refuses
to meet us on any other ground but the ground of
His Son. * No man comcth to the Father, but by
me ** (John xiv. 6), and any going to Ged independ-
ently of, and apart from, the Son will have but one
result : the Eather will refer us to the Son, He will
not act apart. The oneness is absolute and is di\ inely,
sacredly, jealously safeguarded and preserved. It is
identification.
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The history of Israel since then can be summed up
on that one principle, that one law. Israel refused to
take account of Christ as God's Son, set Him aside
and essayed to approach God, and found a closed
door. From that day the door to God has been closed
to Israel. The Father has very effectively and force-
fully said to Israel, There is no independent way; if
it means a thousand or two thousand years, time will
not alter this ; you will still be at the place where
you will have to come by way of the Son if you are
going to find Ne! That is the position to-day with
Israel. God is jealous over this thing.

Why is this ? The answer could be given in quite
a number of ways, but, for our present consideration,
it is a matter of Gaoudl's intention to brimg Christ His
Son into the inheritance which He has appointed for
Him, the dominion. ** Adam was a figure of him
that was to come ** (Rom. v. i4), and God had said,
** Lett us make man i our image, after our likeness ;
and let them have dominion ** (Gem. i. 26). That
* them ™ iis very significant. We will not fiollow it for
a moment. “ Let them have dominion.''—"' A fii
of him that was to come.”. Says the writer of the
Hebrew letter, * Not unto angels did he subjeet the
world to come, whereof we speak. But ene hath some-
where festified, saylng, What is man, that theu art
mindtul of him? or.the sen of man, that theu
visitest him ? Theu madest him a little lewer than
the angels ; thou erownedst him with glery and
heneur, and didst set him ever the werks 6f thy
hands : thou didst put all things in subjection under
his feet...But now we see not yet all things subjected
to him. But we behold him who hath been made a
little lower than the angels, even Jesus, because of
the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honour.” (Heb. ii. §-9). Here is the Antitype, here
is the greater than Adam, here is the One of Whom
Adam was a figure, eternally destined to have
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iominion, with all things put under Him, Jesus, and
jod is keeping very close to His arramgement con-
eming His Son, The Son is the supreme and all-
nelusive represemtative of God for executive purposes
fi dominion, and their oneness is absolute. So it is
hat, if all God’s purposes are bound up* with and
‘ested in His Son, He must bring that Son into His
ilace, that must be His supreme business, that the
jen shall there be as God.

That thought is an Old Testament thought in
ype, as well as a New Testament thought in reality,
fiou know right through the Oldi Testament Godl had
fis r jives, and those represemtatives .were
f their day as God here. The statement to Mises is a
ery utter one. When the Lord was sending Mioses
o Pharsoi), He said to him, ~ Yow shalll be as God
o Pharsoth * (Ex. vii. 1), and in effect, in actual out-
forking, when Pharaol met Moses, he met God, and
vas having to do with God. Whether it were the
attitaichs, or whether it were the prophets, by
eason of their Divine appointment, they were there
s Godl, dealing with them was dealing with God.
The very term  Son of Man " as used in the .Old
Testtament implies that represemtation, Geod repre-
ented ; and God not as apart, Ged standing by,
led eemmitted., Ged involved. No matter how long
6u may have te walt, the end 1s absalutel sure,

Jeremiah represents Godl on the spot. ‘Well, they
ney do all sorts of things with Jerermil ; the ma ﬁ
efuse his word, drep him into the dungeon, w
illl hifm, so that efficlals will go to the king, aﬁd say.
Jrlless you take that man up, he will fe 1 They
ﬁ@y do that, and years may roll by and it may seem

hat Jeremigh has net Been vindieated, but it will be
vitden, New at a eertain given time In the reign of
yrus that the word of the Lord by the mouth of
ererniah the prophet should be fulfilled... (Ezfa i. k).

i @6es net matter, wait i§l@ﬁ? & you like, do what
oy like, it 1s Ged yeu are dealing with ; representa-
SR Oh, the Oll@ Testament is full of it in peineiple,
ait it is all gathered up into Christ ; He is the sum
nd- the total of it all. .

It is not necessary for me ina company like this to
-ress this great fact, that we have to deal with God
hen we touch the Lord Jesus. When we have to
b with the Lord Jesus, we are dealing with God in a
g greater way than was true with any prophet of
te Oldl Testament, and it was great enough then.

The Clrch’s Identification with Christ
Enlt what are we leading to ? Well, along this line
jon on a basis of ldmtlﬁmtlon we come
) this present dispensation, and the nature of it.
his present dispensation is the dispensation of the
hureh, and the Church is here on this very ground,
id if you and I have been baptized into Christ, we
ive been baptized into His Body. Do not let us
iink"of the Church as something objective and apart
B ourselves. We are in this, it has to become a
atter of personal application as we speak, not
inking objectively of the Church, but thinking of
Jselves as members of Christ.
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Well now, this identification with Christ works out
in exactly the same way as did Christ's identification
with the Father. That is why I read Epin. v. 2332
about husbands and wives and wives and husbands,
and w}mmphasized that stfaﬁge werd in Genesis—

heve deminion ™ : ahd@ yeu neticed thet
it is followed eut again In G@ﬁl@ﬁ§ V. =5, " 1In the
day that Ged ereafed man, in the likeness of Ged
made He him ; male and female ereated he them, and
Blessed them, and ealled their name Adam " ealled

thew name Man. That a§§a iR Eph. v. abeut
husbands and wives BHH§§ eu% 1§ BFR @H@f@ and
it we estld %ﬂ s8e tHat, 1 am suFe Jt weuld be
Efemeﬂ&eu i) eig? im Hs aw&y 8 H-le
ViSW§ H&f 1§
8@?@& BH !§ VIH
LE12H6Rs SHHH
6H HQ asls i Sﬂi E
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WEER aHg RS ié" ght
85 i3 i %} ﬁ
2 W;]H fﬂ énen
H8 KE5EnS A% ?ﬁ Alf &0
%,] £ iia eS
) 7 S
BRI £ S e,
&G 3 io oéél SRt
BEFRydf OFSh e OpBed
VV[FTTd'IIIE'eg e a i S
o % Q/v- "% &if- o
e
SRR A
smmﬁqﬂswmsv @ﬁ; h”(ﬁﬁr
RUbRYBelREA:
asg%ﬁsmra&qy ng} & weom Pﬁéﬁg -
eéoumap hwe@ﬁer A
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maderEtcpieVthAN WOMIBE RIACHIR sbtﬁemlwm
nﬁdamqpémﬁélatbubqt msge Wi aretjatheragoabost
m@dgrpmvfﬂés but jth Ppengpa are ]ust as strong om_
these principles. Lift it here.

God has vested in His Son everythmg, and you
inherit everything. The Lord is simply saying about
this earthly relationship that it is meant to be a
representation of that heavenly thing, that if that
relationship between husbands and wives and wives
and husbands were as it is meant to be, the husband’
would be standing for Ged in this world, as a servant,
a mimister of God—do not misunderstand that ; 1
do not mean he’ would put a clerical collar on and 8o
into * the mimi —he is standing as r ive
of Godl in a positive way, and his wife would be*
working Into that, the results of that; not herself
gpart 1n independent ministry and life, not pulling
another way, but ylelding all that is personal to that.
That is the Divine ides, and in that way she -would
come into the Divine endowments, the Divine voca-
tlen, the Divine blessing ; she weuld get her portion
In that relatedness and, with' the loss of what is
merely persenal and pfiwte, in the larger. That is
the Divine theught, and the Divine blessing lies in
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that direction and not in any other dircction. Take
that, but do not take it as merely a.human idea, as
1 the modernist and the people of the world say, That
i ' js Paul's idea about women und we do not’ n:.cept
this! This is a Divine thought going right back,
and its vision iy Christ and the Church, the Church
and Christ.
The point is, it is identification, that on thh line
:  where that relationship is right, the effect is this,
i that when vou meet the wife, vou meet the husband.
| I mean this, that she will not act on her own inde.
| pendently, she will express the mind of her husband,
she will refer to the husband, and in meeting her you
will have to meet the husband. It is no use trying
to get round some other way in this kind of woman,
to get her to take a line on the quiet when her husband
is absent. Oh no, you cannot get her away from her
husband; she is bound up thcre, so one that you
cannot meet her apart fromi him. It is'not a matter of
whether the husband is present or absent, seen or
invisible; you are meeting him all the time. That is
the relationship,

The Lord is saving this about Christ and the
Church, and He is saying the identification is so one
that when you meet the Church, the members ol
His Body, vou are not meeting something apart,
you are meetmd Him, ‘' Lo, I am with you all the
days, cven unto ‘the end of the age ' (Matt. xxniil. 20).
. That is the principle. That is not merely an individual
" thing, that is said to the Church: the nucleus was
there and it was saic to the Church. ‘I am with

. .you alway, even unto the consumiation of the age.”
- "I am with you." How? In the midst, right there
in you by the Spirit.

. And that is the meaning of these other words,
" Receive ve the Holy Spirit : whosoever sins ye
forgive, they are forgiven unto them ** (John xx. 22—
23). That is tremendous : the Church in the position
of Christ saying, Thy sins be forgiven thee. Yes, the
Church under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, if
really filled with the Spirit, if the Church is Spirit.
gmcrned that is its nght its prerogative to say,
;" Thysins be forgiven thee ** ; on the terms, of course,
that condmon al forgiveness, namely, repentance
_and f-uth * Whose soever sins ve retain, thev are
" retained.”” The Church says, Look here, my brother,
"my sister, vou are uolntmrr a Divine prmmplc and
putting )ourself out of court and we assure vou
most solemnly before God that you have no way
with God until you put that rizht : on the authority
of the Holyv Ghost we sy that to vou. And-God
stands by, and it does not matter, yvou may wait a
generation, a lifetime, that brothcr that sister, will
not get throuyh, apart from obedu.mc to that counsel.
They think the dav is coming when they are going
to be vindicated along their own line. Not at ail !
They wili Jdie unvincdicated if they have not recognised
that, in a Holy Spirit governed representation of the
Church they are lelm" with Christ.
Of course, T know t*nt the Roman Church

i Identification and Authority

has

TP, T ALy o A S o

taken this very thing, and it is upon this very basis
the Roman Church exists and operates, but of course
in a temporal realm. They have brought it down from
Holy Ghost government and made it purely a priest-

craft matter, \Wherever you get truth you will get
error that simulates truth, a counterfeit of the true,
But the truth is here, and it is 2 tremendous thing to
be in the Body of Christ; and it is a tremendous
thing to be in a local representation of that Body of
Christ, the Church. It brings you on to executive
ground, and I do feel so strongly that what is needed

in our day, perhaps more than anything else, is for

the Church as represented to function, the Charch
really to function in loral representation. There
seems to be such a call for a new functioning of the
Church in its local expression along the line of prayer,
and prayer that is of an executive character.

In Jerusalem there was the Church, and we mark
that again and again they are found in prayer. YWhen
Peter is in prison, the Church made prayer unto God.
It acted over this matter, and it brought the Lord
in on the ground of Psalm ii, and Peter was released.
Church function—I submit it to you that this is a
great need, that the Lord should have loca]ly repre-
sented this Body, which is Himself in expression,
Himself in effect, Himself in execution, doing it there
in them, through them, by the Holy Ghost. It is
that which is called for to-day in a new way, for
meeting this tremeéndous on-drive of the forces of
evil. Who amongst the Lord’s people is unconscious
of that on.drive of evil forces ? \What is going on in
the world to.day ? You can see the counterpart of
this war in the spiritual realm in almost every detail ;
intense malignancy, evil, poison, hatred, viclence and
lies and misrepresentation; that the time is short; and
a gathering up of every diabolical bit of ingenuity for
destruction. And here within the last days we have
had a revival of talk about gas, the idea being that the
time is short, the day is drawing in ; the enemy will
resort to anyv device, however wicked. That is the
idea. But look away from this. You see that in the
¢piritual realm, you feel it. The enemy is out to
crush, to cripple, to annihilate the true children of
God if he can, and his intensity was never greater.
Why ? Because his time i{s short. ‘' The devil is

gone down unto you, having great wrath, knowing .

that he hath but a short time ™' (Rev. xii, 12). The
day is drawing in for him.

How is it going to be met ? [ again submit it to
you that it is the Church that has to meet this. I
confess that i cannot meet this alone; you cannot
meet it alone. \We have to have co-operation, we
have to come on tn our ground of identification with
Christ and let Christ representatively meet this thing.
None other but Christ can meet it, but He can. ** All
authority halh becn given unto me in heaven and on
earth ... and [ am with vou ' (Matt. xxviii, 18, 20).
That cannot be just taken for granted. It seems to
me that the Cliarch has to come into a faith position
on that ground and act with Christ. [ submit that
te you for what it is worth, but I feel intensely about
it myszelf, that there is a great call and need for the
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Lord's children wivere Ulicy air, .i> representing blK:
f Church, even though they he hut 1wo or three in any
given locality, really to act in this matter executively
in the name ol the Lord. ** In the name of Jesus "'—
it is only another way of saying, Represemtatively wc
say, ively we act, it is Christ by us ; given
always that the Holy Spirit has His place. Well, you

sge, uluiiiduratiom ineaur icpioswutattom. Thit one-
ness with the Lord means that the Lord has a way to
express Himself. Well, that opens up all those matters
of oneness with the Lord, unhindered oneness, un-
sullied oneness with the Lord, so that He has a free
way of expression.

(To be evntinned)

A Jigsaw Puzzle
A Message to Youmg Chmnisfizns—and Others

Reapiye : Eplin. iii. 22 ;; iiv. I220R, 1516 ;; 15022228,
I suppose most of us have, at some time or another,
fallen under the spell of a jigsaw puzzle. It is one of
those things which get hold of you, and when you
have started you do not want to give it up. It draws
you on, and it is not the sort of thing you like to leave
overnight to start on again in the momning. Well,
here, i what we have just read, we have God’s great
jigsaw puzzle, and when you put these different
passages together, or read them together, you have
§@t the eriginal. 1t Is an exeeedingly difficult thing
8 eeme to a jigsaw puzzle witheut having the original,
the pieture 6f what you are peing te make ; you de
net knew what it ameunts to at all. But here is the
eriginal, here is the F@ﬂ‘e@t¥ unbreken pleture. Ged
frade that pieture jt says here '’ befere the werld
was "' ; and it is the pieture of what ? Well, that.is
What we are geing te leek at. But I weuld suggest te
8y that ved de read these passages together agaln
R order 1o see the eriginal, and, as we eome to it
Rew, we find it all broken up inte the jigsaw. That is
{8 say, While the pieture is here, when we eeme te the
gf cfical side of things, we Hnd that it is all in pieees,
| i fragments, 1arge and small fragments, all appar-
ently Uneven and jagged, ereoked pieees. The
thing has been broken up ; it is all a jumble.

The Ormiginal

The original is a very wonderful picture. Right at
the eentre of this picture is a Man—" A fullgrown
man...the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ ”*. That is right at the very centre of God's
eriginal pleture. Then it says in the other passages
that we are parts of that Ntam. 1 expect, if we saw the
full pieture, we weuld have to take in lots of things
that are in the backgreund. They are all scattered
through the Old Testament, they are the background.
There are sheep and lambs, and oxen, and goats,
and deves, and priests, and kings, and prophets, and
altars, and all these things are in the picture, in the
backgreund, and they all have something to do with
that at the eentre. They all in some way relate
to that Mam. 1 will net stay now to try te show
how that is se, but some of us can at once see that
the lambs ef the Old Testament all have something
to do with this eentral Figure, this Mtan Who Himself
was called: ** The Lamb of God'. We can sec how
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the priests all pointed to Him, stand there in this
great picture in relation to Him. Well, all that is a
big, vast, comprehensive' picture.

The Pieces

But we have said that wc are here spoken of as
parts of that Mem. ** Till we all atttdim...umtio...the
stature of the fulness of Christ **. We are all parts
of the Nm, and that means that in this seeming
great jumble of pieces, in God’s great pattern and
purpese every part has its place. We knoew that 1§
true in the jigsaw puzzle. 1t may leek a strange bit,
but we know that every bit has its own place. It
is ne use trying to fit 1t somewvhere else. Hew we
have tried in our puzzles sometimes to get a plece to
fit In where we wanted it to ; but it. weuld net, it
did not beleng. We have had to spend a lot of time
to find the piece’that fits just that plaee, and we have
been eompelled to recoghise the faet that every bit
has its place. 1t is ne use trying te put it anywhere,
it belengs to a- eertain place ; and that is what is
sald here. ' Frem whem all the babyfityyframerayad |
knit tegether threugh that whieh every jeint sup-
lieth *" (iv. 16). Every bit has its plaes: That i
Fue of ws. 1t is ene of the great lessens we have {6
learn in eur relationship te the Leord Jesus, iR euF
Christian lives, that we have eur ﬁla@e and we will
net Ht in anywhere else, and we will pever be Ra
HAtil we are reslly iR eur plaee. L&t us lesrn that
lessen. That s 8 tFuth whieh the Werd of Ged
teaches. LaeR bit in the great pian of God has its
pisee. Yo have yeur place; shd 1 have mine:

Fitting into Place

The next thing is this, that every bit is a problem
until it is in its place. Notice what it says in the
second half of that sixteenth verse of Chap, iv—
* accordimg to the wonkimg im due messure of each
several pari, maketh the increase of the bedy '
Now in our puzzle we pick up a little bit, or several |
little bits, and we look at them, and they are a real
preblem to ws. We eannet see what they mean,
there is nothing complete en any ene bit. 1t may
{yﬂ be a little bit of blue, a little fragment of red, a
ittle teueh of green, and lets of angles, eorners, a
real preblem in jtself. And we are rerl preblems A
ourselves, but the preblem disappears imimediately
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when voni get the piece into its place. We have no
lenger a problem when that hit has found its place. |
wowld like to say a lot to older Christians about this,
but 1 am trying to be as simple as 1 can. Youw must
leek at things beyond what L am saying. What a
let of preblems there arc about because people are
et in thelr place, net ficting in. They el nat lit
i, perhaps. They are eut of their place, and they arc
awkward and wseless, and things are net at all easy.
Let us remermber that we shall be problems to eur-
selves and to stRers until eur place is found where we
beleng. Eaeh life has its place, and eaeh one will
be a preblem until it is In its plaee, and that place
has been aceepted.

Each Piece Explamztiony of the Other

Now another thing. Each several part makes an
explanation for another parti< That is a point not
easy to grasp perhaps. Here are all these parts and
each part can only be explained as you find another
part that fits into it. That is to say, each part explains
the other. Now, here is something with a certain
mark on it. It may just be the finger of the hand, the
toe of the foot. Now here is the other part which has
some more of that foot or that hand, and neither of
these can be explained until you get the ment,
the other piece, to fit in there, se that eaeh part
explains the ether.

And when the Lord, by His Spirit, does unite His
people, brimg them togeth@r in His own wonderful
paitttern, He does this ; He makes one the complement
of the otteet, He makes complete another or others
by brimgjing) that one into his or her place. Amd tthe
Lord is seeking to brimg His people togetthmr in a
right way to be helps to one another. He is not
having just a jumble of unrelated pieces or people.
He is not Just bringing them togetimr like so many
umwellated things. He is fitting in, so that you can
rezlly be a help to me and 1 can be a help to you.
You have something to give to me, and I have some-
thing to give to you, and no one else can do just
that. Youw may go right over a whole mass of pieces
in a puzzle and you may not find more than a piece
in the whole that will fit into a certain place. You
may try to get another piece to fit in there, but it
will hot. 1t wants this piece to fit in there, to help
theree. 1t is like that with Chwiistians. There Is sofme-
thing that you may be able to give me, in whieh you
can help me ; no one else can do that. 1 may be able

“to help you in a way in which no one else can help
you. The Lord has perhaps dealt with me in such a
way, put me through such experiences, that 1 can

shelp you—not more than another can help you, but
in a way in which perhaps no one else can help you ;
and the same with one another.

Why docs the Lord deal thus with us >—Why all
thig cutting about, and so many angle?, nothing
seeming to be straight in our experience ? Whv has
the Lord dealt with us in this way » Why does the
L-ord single out experiences for us so different from
st other peoples” experiences ? Just to make us
ke %o Yl soonedbody in ;i wine that no ime ele can.

PR SUMPL OV S S IR UL ST B LR e

We all have mir particular usefulness to the Lord.
How often wc have had to say in our lives about
certain people. O, So-and-so was able to help me as

no one else had been able to do! So-and-so just
had the experience or the word that ] have been
looking for ; 1 have asked many, but they have never
been able to help me ! The Lord may be dealing with
you and me in this strange way of earving.out, eutting
abeut, this jigsaw business whieh is sueh a puzzle ia
GUF WA experience, in order te fit us inte the whele
in sueh a way that we ean help ene anether as fg
ene else ean. 1t save s here="'that Whieh every
jeint supplieth "' ; 'te whele bedy filly" framed
and knit tegetrarr threugh that whieh evewy jeint
supplieth *'. livery bit ef the puzzle maketh fnerease
[?r l%he whele, and eveds® bit for the ether, net fer
itselt.

Every Piece Necessary
Then, one more thing. Of course, every bit of this
puzzle makes the other bits necessary. Until the
thing is finished, until the thing is really completed,
as you put the bit in its place what have you done ?
You have increased the fulness, got nearer to comn-

* pleteness, but you still have some angles, Yow have

only made something more necessary. You say, Now
I want this, 1 eannot get on until 1 have this! Se
that last bit has made this next bit necessary. The
New Testament is full of this sort ef thing. 1t speaks
abeut hew ethers are neeessary to this whele. Is
neeessary to anether, and each ene s neeessary e
the whele. ** The eye eannet say te the hand, 1 fiave
ne need ef thee : or agaln the head te the feet, |
have ne need ef yeu ”’ (1 Cor. xli. 2b). We are all
feeded by ene anether, we make ene anether neees-
safy, and the whele thing ean never be complete
ypfil we have learned that. Seme peeple think they
are esmplete in themselves. That is net what the
Bible tedenes. Seme pesple think if they are dogether
i & little greup, they are eemplew iR themselves.
Net at all ¢ This is geing to require the whele ef that
vast mass ealled ' the ehureh whieh is his basy*.
Nene of Us ean ever knew how big. that is sRd hew
many pieces there are ; and every ghe is nesded By
the other. That is what the Word feaehes, and we
are forbidden 9 have any sHeR thevght that we ean
fe witheut anveRe, ean dispense With anether. The
Hely §éem& speaking threvgh Paul, savs %8 clearly
that the least member Is pecessary. 1 15 3 BIg lessen
I8 le2FR ; RMeh piees Makss Ihg JLNG NGEESSAHY.

The Key

Well mow, what is the key to this puzzle ? What do
you do when you get a now jigsaw puzzle and vuu
sit down to work it out » Well, in my little experience,
1 have always tried to get something that I think is
the central thing or the most important thing in the
whole picture, and have put that dewn, and werked
to that, 1 wsually sweep aside all the little hits of
green and blue and get semething distinctive. If I
can get a man's face, 1 have semething te work (o ;
I ik v what will ¥ round R fare. YUM have to
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have the crown of his head, an ear, a neck. It isall
right if you have something distinctive ; and here
it is—"" and gave him to be head over all things to
the church which'is his body **. The key to every-
thing is the headship of the Lord Jesus. We will
never.get fitted in until Jesus is in His place as Head ;
we will not fit in with Him or one another until He is
Head, until He is Lord. It takes the lordship of Jesus
to get us all into our place and our relationship with
ene anether. If we are all jumbled and up against
ene anether, awkwardl pleces, the thing to put us
straight is to make Jesus Lerd. If we really aeeept
the lordship of Jesus, then that is geing t6 have a
werking eut in this way, that we get inte line with
ene anether. 1t is geing te be hard. The Werd
§3ys that yeu eannet say you leve Ged and at the
same time net leve yeur bréther (1 Jehn iv. 29). "' If
3 man say, 1 love Godl, and hateth his brother, he is 2
liar . 11 eannet be dene. If we leve the Lerd, we
€2hnet be unleving teward ene anether. 1f He is
Lord reaily in eur Rearts, then things will %eit straight-
fened gut between us ahd ethers. That Must'Be $e,
ghat i3 What it says. Se the key te the whele is the
ship of the Lord jesus: But Him there ip His

ace a& Lord, 2nd we will meve e quickly toward
& adjystment of all the sther parts 2nd lfttle Bifs:

Living Pieces
Well now, there is another thing I would like to
say. We are all forming this one great pattern, but

' we are doing so only as we are under the control ot

the Hely Spirit. The Holy Spirit is making this
pleture, we are not making it. The Hely Spirit is
earrying eut this design, the Holy Spirit is going to
realise this great end of Ged. He is the One Whe
is deing it, eperating It all, but we are net just like
little bits ef eardbeard. This Is where there is a differ-
enee between us and any jlgsaw puzile. We are
living bits, and the Hely Spifit needs te have us
werldng with Him, ee-eperating with Him, respeit:

;100 6 Trin . Tk (e Tkl Sttt ssoyes, THIS 5
;:?gé t s!x‘«o{eesw,mpmtuﬁbfﬂmﬁw ;

_ ke, 1wt ke
be iR seme ether place ! The Hely Spirit says,
This 1s what yeu are for ! We say, 1 wauld like te be
something efse than that! The Hely Spifit says,
This is ¥eur shape ! And we say, 1 dé net like if; 1
weuld ke te be anether ! Anything like that, and
the.thtag eannet ge en. We have te khnew the Hely
%eB!HE; walk in the §glﬂt; live in the Spirit, respend
(3 the SpiFit, and the Spirit will de the rest.
is 2 matter of ebedience to the Lerd, ebeying the
Hely Spirit, being meved By the Spirit and beiRg
Fesponsive te the Spirit:

The Cummpllete Whole
Now all this is perhaps going ;to take a long time.

bt it

It has taken a few hundred years so far. 1t may take
a bit longer yet, but it is going to be’himisihed ; and
then God is going to show His wonderful completed
picture to the whole umiverse. ** When he shall come
to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at
in all them that believed ** (D] Thess. i. 16). The day
is coming when all that believe will look and say,
Well, 1 could not understand what the Lerd was
doing, I could not at the time rejeice in the place
in which the Lord put me ; it was all se strange, 1
could not see hew it fitted in ;-1 see ikt All KW !
He was werking te a perfect design; it is marvellaus |
" To be marvellled 2t in all them that believe . We
have to belleve that the Lerd, in all this strange
seerning rmess and mixture, and jumble, and puzsle
is werking a perfeet desigh, a peffest pattern ; it is
all geing te werk eut all Fight and be perfeet in the
end. TRere are a let of pieees yet. lost, and what a
treuble these lest pieces are, these pieces that are
eut of the wa3y. The New Testament is full ef that
whieh speaks of pieses sut of the wa}{, pieees whieh
have gene astray, wWhieh are lest. Paul had his hands
full et trying te Gg;;%t these pieees paek é%&iﬂ; fiotlewing
them up, searching them aut, %ame_ ing them iH.
We have te werk In that w&g i bring in the lest
feces, t0 recover these that have §Ef§{€&'; His g
Bt ot werk; But that is eur werk. The Lerd, By His
§Ei§ﬁ 8 We }NSFK With Ko will 2ccomph ﬁﬁé
perfect desgn: 1n the end it will Be very WoRdeFH:
I remember a story about the late Bishop of Dur-
ham, Dr. Handley Moule. There was a great colliery
diigester in Durham about Climiitimestime in which
many of the miners were lost,:thuried alive. When-
this took place they sent for the Bishop, and he came
down to the pithead ; and there were all the wives
and children of those miners in a terrible state, and
he did not know what to say to them. He began to-
speal, and he said, We cannot understand this
strange way that Godl has taken, we cannot see what
He s deing, but it is like one of those things that you
werk en linen ; you are working to a design, but at
present you can only see the background, and when
vau leek en the back of the piece of linen, you know
it is an awiul jumble, all the threads are crossed, you
eannet see anything at alll; but then you turn it
ever and you see the perfect design. Just now, that
is what Ged!is deing ; He is doing something, but we
are enly seeing the baek of it, all the jumble of
eressed threads. Presendly the day will come when
He will turn it ever and we shall see what He has been
deing—a perfect pictuee! That is enly another way
gf talking abeut a jigsaw puzzle. The Lord teach
4§ the lessons, and help us to respond to them and
fit in, by His grace. * TAS

A Thought from the Easter Cumference

. “What is the Service of Ged in this gispensatien? The deliverance of an* elect people from this world,
for the Lord, and the brimging of them into the fulness of Clmist.**
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The Indwelling and Manifestation of Christ in the Saints

EADING : John xvi. 0-1r, 16-20; xiv. 23, 206

xvii. 20-23; xii. 23-25; .xvi. 16-22,

The Lord has been impressing upon one's heart
wis matter of our oneness of lile, and the Divine
itention that is bound up therewith. It is not
ierely the lact of oneness that we have here, but 1t
. 2 kind of oneness. How much it meant to the Lord
esus. You see, it is really brought out here as the
xplanation of His life among men.

'* Believest thou not that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me ? the words that I say
unto you I speak not from myself : but the
Father abiding in me doeth his works ** {John
Xiv. I0).

How much lay behind that¢testimony of His con-
erning the very secret of His person here amongst
nen! And then consider further that, through the
_ross and exaltation of His Son, and the coming of
he Spirit, it was a like aneness that God purposed
setween Christ and the saints! ** That they may be
ne, even as we."” -

The Spirit's coming is something we are apt to

ake very much for granted, as something that could
juite simply and easily be, and we forget there was a
mreat cost attendant upon it, and that a deep founda.
;ion had first to be laid before it was possible at all.
The Spirit comes to us as the Spirit of the crucified
ind exalted Lord, on the ground of bloed outpoured,
o1 a death died, and upon that ground alone. More-
>ver, from the birth of our Lord Jesus as man right
-hrough to the Cross, the Holy Spirit was at the very
atart of 2all those intimate and inward intefchanges
37 iellowship between the Father and the Son, and
the very source and secret of the enablement for that
:c costly outpouring of the blood and the tasting of
ieath for every man. From first to last it was through
:hz eternal Spirit that our Lord Jesus as man offered
mimself without spot to God. Thus it is the Spirit
is given, and comes to us; to the intent that, in the
werds of the scripture, ' they may be one, even as
ws are one.” By the impartation of one holy life to
2. who believe on the Son of God, an organic oneness
is established in the saints, with one another, and
with Christ as Head, a oneness which is the same
sneness as that between the Father and the Son as
o1 {John xvii. 23). And abundance of life was the
24 in view, unto the display of His glory.

. Fulness Related to Purpose

Pentecost has been made altogether an individual
~atter in our day, the hunting after power, after
vzrsonal satisfaction, and we find ourselves defeatad,
znd not coming into fulness, Does not the explanation
-z in the fact that fulness is related to God's purpose
.~ Christ, and to a vessel for its realization and out-
working > As by the Spirit we come to see this in
2ur hearts, the Lord brings us to our place and
=10 our share in the anointing, and ever on into
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deeper fulness as we are in right relation to His
revealed will in Christ Jesus. I believe that to be
very important, because it adjusts the whole of our
inquiry and outlouk and brings us into line with what
(rod is seeking, and into the way therefore of fulness.

The Law of Increase
In John xii. we first of all have to do with the way
by which the Lord Jesus could Himself become the
very lile of His own: for that is what God had
appointed ; to have a people whose very life should
be His Christ, thereby to set Him forth, even as He
had manifested forth the Father. That end could
only be realised by death, Thai is the onlv way fo
increase.
“Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and
die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it cie, it
beareth much fruit.”
And then you notice the application is widened, for
it immediately goes on to say, ‘‘ He that loveth his
life loseth it ; and he that hateth his life in this
world shall keep it unto life eternal.”” The disciple
shall be as his master, and the servant as his lord,
The whole way and law of increase is here; and the
increase is the increase not of ourselves, but of His
life in us.

The Transition from a Life in the Soul to a Life
in the Spirit

In John xvi. we have the record of a transition
from one kind of knowledge to another in the experi-
ence of the Twelve, and this law has its spiritual
application in the history of everyone of us. There
is a passing away of a certain kind of knowledge
even of Christ, as 2 Cor. v. 14-16 again reminds us.
QOur early knowledge of Him stands so largely in
our own conception of Divine things, in the strength
and power of the natural mind and wisdom. That
which the Lord may show us so quickly hecomes
clothed with our own interpretation and thoughts.
\We scarcelv suspect how strong a thing is the mind of
nature, its thinking, its willing, its working. And the
service of our day is so largely this: but how far it
all is [rom the glory of what God ever intended even
for now !

If ever we are to come into God’s true desire, there
must come a day when the wind up from the wilder-
ness lays low all this that has been, to make way
for the true glory which God intended. Death lays
hold of the life, and we go down into the valley, and
evervthing we had or held seems lost.

" Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ;

And backward, but I cannot perceive him ;

On the left hand, when he doth work, but I
cannot behold him ;

MHe hideth himsell on the right hand, that I
cannot see him,” ‘

(Job xxiii. 8-g),
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We have experience of the struggle to recover what
we had, to give new life to it, to rekindle it, but we
firndl ourselves baffled and broken, and God Himself
appears to flee us.

Well, what is overtaking the life in such a day as
that ? There is being borne in upon the life, as no
other kind'of dealing could effect it, the real nature
of self, the deep unspeakable reality of its corruption,
its filthiness and deceit, its vanity and implacable
enmity (€.f. Jer. xvii. §). Camnyou not hear the testi-
ness of baffled nature in those gquestionings eof the
diseiples in John xvi. 14188 2 As for Ged, we learn
Rew, as at e ether time, that He will net be handled
R held By it, ner be the prisener of its eraftiness and
eunRing as it seeks te bind Him te its ewn desires and
ends. Ne, in leve He must werk te bring the whele
te dezth, te male way for a Life that is life indeed
te eefne to its full plaece in us, te reign and rule in us.
And it is in this way that it dawns at length upen us
that His gift te us is a Life whelly sther tRan 6uF 6wh.

But the way thereto—and the more so if it is to
be more than the question of our simple possession

of it; if the glory is to be manifested finth—the
way thereto is this way of death. ) is the only way

to the knawlkage o Gedd7irt/th Spifif, aaddaererynensf of

its musdf, in our mezsumz, come litis way, to be of any
value totltze Llovdd. Avddbzezanse wee koww thiss fiatt by
teaching, we shall find that the self-lifie- will all the
time be grabbing at the hour of resurrerttiom, and
trying to persuade itself that the death-experience is
passed, and to land itself on the brighter side. But
the thing has to be done in truth in the inward patts,
and in the most pradtiical ways righteousness has to
be raised up there, and wisdom also and knowledge.
And not only of this crisis period does the law hold
good, but right to the end it abides as the law of all
increase.

This may seem a hard word to receive, but, beloved,
we must view it from the standpoint of what God has
in mind, to have a people in whom the glory of His
Som is manifested forth, through His becoming themr
life and their all. Again therefore we say, This is
the way thereto. The Lord hasten the revealing of
His glory in us. K.P.O.

The Cross, The Church and the Conflict

No. 2 {moritwet))
The Church According to Godf's Thought

Well then, if the Church is the Divine outcome of
the Cross, it must define the nature and meaning of
the Cross. What does the Cross do ? What is the
function of the Cross ? We have viewed that in three
directions in our previous meditaiion—God-ward,
man-ward and Satan-ward. Now, let us see it in one
or two other connectians which touch all three of
these at the same time.

The Cruss an Endi to All Idolatory

Firstly, the Cross puts an end to all idolatry. Take
that away and think about it. it is a long story,
and it is a very far-reachimg story, is idolatry. 1 am
going to say something which would take a very
long time to verify, so far as the data and events are
smmeenmed, but which can be verified from the begin-
ning to the end of the Scriptures. It is this : if we
knew the truth, idolatry lies behind everytinimg for
whieh the Cross of Christ came into being, and when
the Cross is reslly made active, what it is doing is to
deal with i -in some form or another. Now
that, perhaps, you- cannot grasp for the moment.
But we will go a little way further with it.

You see, the Cross, right at its very heart and
centre, relates to worship. That is the final word, the
ultimate matter in this universe, and now the universe
has become Cuuss-cenfiric ; that is, the Cross of Chirist
now, since the Fall, has become the centre of this
universe, and that Cross is to touch this universe from
centre to circumference. There is a centrality and
universality of the Cross, and at the very centre and

circumference of this universe the one thing which is
pre-eminent is worship. If you understand what
worship is, then idolatry is simply, but comprehen-
sively, anything and everything which in principle
takes from, or even tends to take from, the uttommsssoff
God as the very life of man. God has made Himself
the sprimg, the source, the centre of man's life, and
for his life man is utterly dependent upon Godi, and
can only find his life in God. God! has bound man to
Himself inseparably for his life, and will not allow
man to have life, in the real sense, apart from Him-
self. He has made it a law in His universe that man
cannot live apart from God, in the sense in which Goxdl
means him to live and in God's meaning of life.
God is man's life. Anything which becomes for man a
substitute for God in life, for God Himself for life, is
idolatry. Anything that draws man away from God,
of tends to draw man away from Godl, is idolatry in
pfinciiple : and, mark you, it is God Himself in Person
Wi is man’s life,antd’ man's centre. In a moment, I
will say more about what that means.

What ldolatry Is

Idolatry is all that is not God as the basis or object
of man's life. That is tremendously ive.
We think of idolatry, of course, in terms of heathen
idols. We might perhaps bring it into a closer realm,
where people clearly put things in the place of God ;
but oh ! it goes much deeper than that, and, in the
Seriptures, idolatry is never regarded as merely
negative or passive. There idolatry is always seen to
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be an active thing, inasmuch as it is the work of an

intelligence w hich is opposed to God: and that
Satanic uncllu,cnu. is alwavs making it its first
object and aim, persistently:, continuvusly, and by
every means, to get -omuhnu: into the phcc of the
' Lord pcr-.on.lllx. You see, it is possible to have the
things of the Lord in the pl'uc of the JLord Himself ;

and that is idolatry in principle. Yes, it may be the
things of Jehovah, not other gods. In place of the
Lord, Who is the object of man’slile, His things may
be given precedence, and in principle thar is idolatry,

i and the Cross is ever being nsed by the Holy Spirit

to strike at evervthing, no matter whaz it is, that
comes to occupy the place of the Iord Himself, the
place that the Lord Himsell should occupy. Tdolatry
is always religious, and it mav be the Christian relizion
as well as any nther u.-h_"u)n that is marked by
idolatry,

T am saving some stronyg thnm but there is cause.
You sec, idolatry exists in pnnuple whenever or

* wherever anyvthing, even good in itsell, becomes an

object in itsclf rather than God, the Lord Himself.
There are many things which are not only harmless
but good in themselves, which have, nevertheless,
been allowed to take the place of the Lord Himself,
and good things can therclore embody the principle
of 1dolntr} in the one in whom the devotion is found.
Touch some Christians, or Christian institutions, and
let the touch be even in relation to something more
of the Lord Himself, and vou: will find an uprising
of jealous regard for the institution which utterly
blinds tu that possibility of an extra measure of the

. Lord Himself. You can be so devoted to a denomin-

ation, a missionary society, a piece of Christian work,
that there is no room for any extra measure of the
Lord. The thing itself has become the end, the object
for which vou live, and when the Lord wants to get
vou moved on into something more of Himself, the
obstacle is that good Christian work, association,
institution, tr'uhtwn, cnnnectinn. \c:., arid that is
idolatry in principle, and we sce from history how
the Lord again and again has had to smite with
smashing blows things which in themselves were
good, in order to save His people unto Himself person-
111\' LEven things which He gave at one time, have
had to be taken away or shattered because the
gift has become the end, the object. That is what is
happening to-day; and a very necessary thing it is
too. The Lord is not protecting good thinygs to-duv.
If those things have become somecthing to which
men have become devoted, with which they have
become bound up, He is allowing them to be hroken
and destroved.

Gofl Himself Man's Life and Entire Good
What is He alter ¥ It iz Flimsel! which He is
secking to establish as the object of man's life, and

not the things that have relation to Himsell: and 1
sy again, voun mect something intenszely fierce if

vou touch a thing, even though vou wre touching it
mavbe with @ view to getting people to move
wiahy che Lord Himself. To par that in the other way,

-
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il vour appexl for moving on with the Lord seems to
people to involve their having to move away [rom
this or that or some other thing, then there ts warfare ;
which shows that Satan in his eternal campaign of
idolitry has got o footing amongst Christians in
relations to things which take the place of the Lord
Himself, good things though-they be in themselves ;
and vou fimd, if you are spiritually sensitive, that
vou are not just encountering the established institu.
tions, but you are encountering a terrific spiritual
force, Isthat true? Itis true. Had I never come up
against it, never would I lhiave believed the terrific
force there is lying bLehind. Christian institutions if
vour ministry touches them. You meet something
which turns upon you, and it is not just the thing or
the people. It is something that thrcatens your very
life, to slay, and thisin principlc and essence, beloved,
is idolatry ; because its ultimate effect is that even
the Lord cannot have what His heart is set upon and
get His people spiritually where He wants them,
because they are so bound up with His things. They
are not able to discriminate between His things and
Himself.

The Cross will deal with all that, and the wonderful
thing is that this is just the spontaneous effect of a
real work of the Cross, when it is by the Holy Ghost.
Now, put it to the test, or bring in your test cases,
\What about Saul of Tarsus ? You touch the institu.
tions of Saul of Tarsus, Judaism and its whole sys-
tem, vou touch it and see what vou meet. You not
only meet the strength of a bigot, you meet the
-.pmtual force of hell and so it was. \Vhat is there
in God’s universe that can meet that, deal with that,
break that down, put that out of the way, so that it
no longer has any power over the man ! ? There is
no force in God’s universe save the Cross of the
Lord Jesus. That will do it ; and it did it, and it
did it right there on the spot. It was not a case of
growing out of Judaism, absorbing new ideas which
supplanted the old ; the thing was done. The Cross,
Jesus Christ crucified, did it. Yes, and there are
many other cases like that. The Cross does come
with shattering power, if it gets a chance, upon those
things which take the Lord’s place, and gives Him a
real wayv to become Himself the life, as He has deter-
mined to be, the All which He has claimed to be. The
Cross does that. It gets rid of idolatry, not only in
its various forms, but in its very principle, and in
this way destroys the works of the Devil, removes
tho ground of satanic strength. The Cross of the
Lord Jesus gives God His (ull place, His utter place.

This may “further explain why it is that the Lord
has to take aw av things which He Himsell g gave, His
nwn gifts, why the Lord secks to have us hold every-
thing in relation to Himself, and not as something in
trsell 5 that is, to keep us in that detached way in-
wiardly, so that at any time we can without any
difficulty lee go our position, nur ministry, our work
for thie Lord—anvthing, evervthing, We hold it for
the Lorde Others can aome wind tuke our place, and
there e no jealonsy, no debate. That is why the
Lovd canld speak <o highlv abovt Moses, Moses, My

3 (roncluded on front page)
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~servant ! Moses, the man of God! These are the
Tutles the designations, of Moses. Why ? Vell, vou
$'remember Moses' position was challenged by certain
Eﬁm Israel. ' Hath the Lord indeed 5po!..en only by
£ Moses ? hath he not spoken by us also ? ** And again’
3later, when the companv of Dathan and Abiram
chided with both him and Aaron: * Ye take too
#much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy,
ge\erv one of them and the Lord is among them:

wherefore then lift ve up vourselves above the
Fassembly of the. Lord? " IVhat did Moses do?
‘Fight for his position, seek to vindicate himself?
1 Did he go into dark despair because he saw that his
(place was being usurped or challenged ? No, he just
#went to the Lord and, in effect, said, If You put me
‘fmto this position, while You want me here You must
look after me and see to it that I am able to fulfil
.my ministry : if You want me out of the way, I am
ylulte ready to stand out ; if You want them in, it
is all right | Would Ged that all the Lord’s pe0ple
¢ were prophets | He took that position, and the Lord
¥ 52id, 1 can come alongside of a situarion like that, I
%can commit Myself there : and He did. You know
?what happened to the company of Dathan- and
t’ Abiram. The meekness of Moses is the great feature
3 of his life. ** The man Moses was very meek, above all

bers xii. 3}. What dul that mean in Moses' case :
He held evervthing for the Lord, in relatxon to the
Lord Himself, not for himsell : and there is no
difficulty whatever at any time in letting any given
thing go when that is the case.

But oh, that is not alwavs so with Christians, You
chance to touch their work, or get in the way of their
ministry, and vou meet something. It is Jdo]atn
Well, the Cross deals with that, and when the Cross
has done its work in us, we will be very meek ; in
this sense, that we hold thmgs only in relation to the
Lord and His glorv, and we have no difficulty in
letting them go. We can stand back quite easilv and
let others go on, It is for the Lord to decide, and we
give the Lord a clear wayv. The Cross does that.
Beloved no one need ever worry about the fulfilment
of their mlmstrv if, by the work of the Cross in them,
they are thus abandoned to the Lord's interests. The.
Lord will see that, in the long run, that which He
intended will be realised through that life, whatever
men and demons do. It mav not be as they thought
it wauld be, but it will be. "The values of their lives
will be conserved bv God,"and not lost. All that is
to the contrary is in principle idolatry, and the Cross
is against it. That is why, as we were saying, the
Lord so often has to take away His own gifts, because

E the men that were upon the face of the earth "’ (Num- in the course of time they have taken His place.

3 (To be continued) .
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Editor’s Letter
BeLoveD oF Gop,

I am sure that, if you are alive to the present situation, you, with us, are greatly burdened and distressed
over it. This must be true with regard to that which obtains in the world, but with many it is equally or more
so with regard to the Lord’s people. The clearer the perception of the mind of the Lord, the fuller the vision
of His purpose, the greater the spiritual sensitiveness, so much the more acute is the sufferirig over the state
of things now. 'While the world is torn with disruption and warring factions, both in intemnational war and in
national internal strife—political, industrial, social, and other ways—the people of God are no léss disrupted
and weakened by schism, divisions, suspicions, prejudices, personal and party interests, jealousies, rivalries, and
misunderstandings. Half truths and untruths about one another—individually and collectively—are ‘every.
where destroying'the hope of an adequate fellowship unto the impact of a practical love upon the world.

The consciousness of spiritual weakness, resultant from paucity of conversions and expansion has led many
to pray for revival. So there is, on the one hand, a great outreach for revival, and on the other, big efforts to.
bring it about by Jarge.scale ;novements and meetings. But what is the position of the Word of God regarding
this 7 Have we anything in the Scriptures which corresponds to this state of things ? Surely there 1s more
than enough. It was like this in the time of Eli, when Samuel was brought in, and subsequently David came
to the throne. It was like this in the latter days of Israel and Judah when the Prophets prophesied. And it
is like this in the first chapters of the Revelation when the Lord addresses the churches in Asia. In any of
these places is it Revival that is firstly sought and organised for ? That might be an ultimate issue, but in
every case the word fo the Lord’'s people was firstly Repent! Seven times that is demanded in those messages
to the churches (which number itself is significant). .

While that repentance is called for in relation to various specific things, put together they represent a
position from which the whole Church (with a few individuals as exceptions) had—and has—fallen and de-
parted. Those seven churches were brought into being by the Lord through the instrumentality of His servant
Paul. To that servant He gave a specially full revelation of His eternal purpose, and the vessel of its realisation
—"* the church, which is his body **. From Paul, and therefore his revelation, they turned away. ‘' All they in
Asia be turned from me ** (I Tim. i. 15). But it was from the Lord in His full thought that they turmed. It
is to them that the Head of the Church, moving amidst the seven lampstands (churches) addresses His challenge
demanding repentance ; and the repentance is for Jeaving ** the first works ', or original position. That primal
revelation had twe main aspects or emphases.

1. That the Cross of Christ meant the setting aside of man by nature and the exclusion from the realm of God's

things of all that is of the Adam creation, so that ‘' all thirigs are of (out fram) God .

I1. The oneness of believers as an organic body, interrelated, interdependent, by the power of a common life
and the government of a common Head in the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

No. I depends upon and is impossible apart {rom No. 1. Ne. I should lead spontaneously to No. II,

" Union *’ as brovght about from the outside’is not #, and will most certainly fail. ** Evangelical Union *
is inadequate, for it is only a matter of certain doctrines, the selecting of a few foundational truths. _

The only hope for the release of the Divine life, the resultant spiritual growth, the reproductiveness in the
matter of new births, the rebuff to the schismatic and paralysing work of the Devil, and the recovery of a con-
vingcing testimony to the world (for the world no longer believes in the Church) is in a recovery of the position
and truth of the great twofold revelation mentioned above.

It will be costly, revolutionary, and terrifically upheaving. Al kinds of lesser and contrary grounds and
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lines will have to be reconsidered. A ** Body * is a mws, not an institution, organisation, satiety, denomin.
ation, inter-denomination, or ** andenomination ** (as something apart). It is ‘' The One New Man ", and a
fman or bedy for effectiveness and full functioning demands an organic co-relatedness of all parts in life. Even
the Lord dees not seem to expect that all His people will do what is necessary in this matter, but He addresses
all, and then says that to those who respond He offers the full outcome of perfiect conformity to His mind ;
and the ethers="' He will remove their lampstand **, or "’ spew them out of His mouth *'. There is no promise
of revival apart from adjustment to the Lord's revealed mind.

Dear friends, we need to pray, but prayer must be with inquiry—*' Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? "
Mey He find us amongst those who will ** Follow the Lamb whitheseeurehengagdbtt.".

Yours in the quest for His fullest,
» T. AUSTIN-SPARKS

From the Wilderness to the Land
Ne: 2 (condimoed)
The Burpese of the Wilderness

The Measure For Which The Lord Looks

What is this stature of which we have spoken?
Well, if you investigate the life of Israel in the forty
years, you can see something of the meaning of it.
Talke it, for instance, from the standpoint of reactions,
reaetions to the situations into which the Lord brought
thern. The Lord said, I led thee these forty years in
the wilderniess to prove thee, to try fhee, to know
what was in thine heart. Really the words there mean
fRere than that; te make thee knew what was in
thine heart, to bring it te light. 1t is net as though the
Lord did net knew their Rearts. He knew before the
trial was 8 gliea; But He put them inte a situatien
{0 Bring it But, to make it manifest. ' 1t was in thine
hear 7} That eould be staied thus, To manifest
Ratural reactighs t8 situstisns:

Now to-day the situation is one of lack of bread, or
to-morrow lack of water, at another time a different
situation ; and so difficulties, trials, arise along the
way of different kinds.” What is the reaction ? There
is nething wrong with a resction that is perplexed.
There 1s nething wreng with a reaetlon that feels the
stress of things. There is nething wreng with a re-
aectien that says, 1 de fiet knew what the Lord means
by this, I de net knew what the Lerd {s delng with
fne, 1 am bewildered ! There is nething wreng with
sueh a reastien at all. But what aetually teek place
was that they were embittered against the Lerd. The
New Testament way ef puiting it is, that the
hardened their hearts in the day of trial (HeB. iii. 8).
?r;&eg were embittared, they allowed themsaives te be
ioifed By trial, they turned in tRelr hearis against the
Lerd. They lest their esneern for the things ef the
Lord. The'way was hard, very hard, But the effeet
whieh they allelved the diffieylties te Rave uBen them
was just thai—0h well, if the Lord goes net please me,
1 Rave pe interest in His affairs - If the Lord aoes nst
de what 1 want Him te'ds, well, t am just geing {8
let ge 1 That is & stale that is pature, 4 state of the
Ruman heart: 1t is 2 ng%%l mmrgge@eﬂen gf the

Lerd's Wﬁ%z the £8F§’§ ngs EXBeriences:
That seFt ot thing c3n drag on WAL ¢

g
& heart Becomes

stony and the life is lost entirely as a positive thing to
the Lord.

The spirit of grace produces another kind of re-
action. It does not take the sting out of trial, it does
not prevent the trial being a trial and fire being fire,
it does not make us insensitive to difficulty, but the
spirit of grace, the spirit of faith, says, Well, it is hard,
it is difficult, the Lord is not doing what I expected,
what I would like; He is doing just the opposite,
and in every way He is emptying me and breaking
me, and withholding what I in my heart would like;
but He knows what He is doing. ‘' He knoweth the
way that I take ; when he hath tried me, I shall come
forth as gold.” He knoweth ! And, beloved, that is
stature, that is measure, that is growth, that answers
to Joshua and Calleb whose hearts did not turn back,
but who wholly followed the Lord.

Oh, I know this must not be a hard word, and it is
not said harshnlly at all. There is not one of us who has
not suffered in this way. We have a]l got comfessions
to make, about our reactions to the Lord's diezlings.
Maybe there are some here who have lost the flame,
the warmith, who have lost zeal, who are letting go,
who are not concerned about the Lord's interests so
much as they were, because the Lord has not taken
them up along the line of their own desires and expect-
ations and ambitions, but has frustrated all that
again and again. If you are there, I want you with e
to try to recognise the seriousness of the crisis of that
position. Mly dear friend, whoever you may be, if you
are in that particular state or peril just now, a eomin
need is the strength of appeal for you to stand up an
seek to trust the Lord in your dark day in a new way
when you cannot understand, to have confidence in
Him in this time when you feel that, so far as His waj's
with you are concerned, they are calculated to under-
mine all confidence. The Lord has a need which is
going to arise, and He is going to need men and
women of measure, of stature, and He has been trying
to make you such in the light of that coming need. «

I do believe that the ordimary Christian resource
and Christian life and Christian measure of to-day is
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not gointgalto meet the need of a near to-morrow. It is
already failing. Leaders, if they only would be homnest
and confess it—?nd some have alr done so—
would say, We are failing, our methods have not
succeeded, we are not meeting the situation ; the
need is beyond us, we have not got what is required !
That is more or less recognised by responsible people
to-day, and there are many who are deeply aware of
that need, but they do not know what to do, where
to turn, which way to look : so they just have te stay
where they are. If only they knew Wiaare to find what
they sense to be necessary, they would be there, Is
. Godl going to take no account of that ? Is He net true
»to His word, *'Blessed,are they that hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled ** ?
Is He not going to satisfy the hungry soul ? Is there
going to be real need, and'the Lord be indifferent to it ?
But the Lord's way is not to meet it direct from
* heaven. He needs you, He needs me, but we have to
have it to give. We are ' stewards of the manifold
grace of God." And what is a steward ? A steward is
one who knows what His Lord has, has an entree to
it, a right to it, and knows what to bring forth for the
specific case: a steward, one of understanding and
resource. The Lord is needing stewards, He is wanting
to make stewards, and that is what He is trying to do
with many to-day. He has cut off a great deal that
was good. There was nothing wrong with it in jtself,
but as the good was the enemy of the best, it had fo
be cut off. We had to be separated unto something.
We are not going to judge anybody who may still be
in things we have felt we must leave behind ; we thank
God for every measure there i¥of Himself however
limited. But the Lord in His sovereigntj’ does so
work as to deal with a people in the light of a greater
need, and that is His message to us to-day. I have
less doubt about the truth of that than about any-
thing else. If I am speaking in the name of the Lord
at all, that is His word te you. A need is growing, it
exists, and it is coming into manifestation, and for
this a stewardship will be necessary, men and women
of stature,'Joshuas and Calebs, and such as those who
came out to David, such as have wholly followed the
Lord.

Trial is Meant to Yield Measure
Well, what is our reaction to the Lord's dieslimgs
with us ? Are we less concerned than we-once were ?
It we become petulant, peevish, displeased with the
Lord, anything like that, that proves beyond any
doubt that we have interests of our own : nature was

in this thing, it was net all the Lord. And so it has*

had to be expesed, we have had to know what was
in eur Rearts.

But there are two ways, you see, even of coming to
the place where it does not matter to us what happens
to us. Under trial we can come to the place where at
Jength we break away, saying, The Lord does mot
care, docs not hear ; oh well, it docs not matter ; if
the Lord is not concerned about it, I'Nll just let it go !
We can drop ont like that, petulant, disappoimted,
soured by trial and adversity : it does not matter, we

-i8 By priestheed. That

have lost interest. That is one position ; and yeu will
acknowledge that is not right, there is something
wrong with that. *

But there is the other position. It does not matter
what happens to me, it docs not matter what §
to my interests, it does not matter at all whether 1
myself am used or not in this thing that the Lerd
wants to do : all that matters is that the Lerd gets
what He is after, and gefs it in His way. Se far as t
am concerned, what happens to me 15 guite a seesfd:
ary matter ! That is stature, that is measure, that is
Christ. *' The Son of man came net te Be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his Jife ** (Mark x.
45). It does not matter what happens t6 e, 8 Ien
as the Lord gets what He is after. Dees it mafter {g
you ? How dees it matter ? does it matter ¥
The answer to that determines eur spifitual measufe,
and it deterrmines whether the Lerd is %em {e B
able te fmeet His need By means of s wheh tHat Ree
is manifested. 1 de net Believe the Lord will sver ?&‘V%
spiritual measure if- a life witheui sl 5 i}, witheu
finding a way fer it. But 6h, 88 MaRY 8 5 R4V EgMHe
i e g L

ggi%i% for Whieh I"am Ret ﬂtfeg : d% H%M‘Ws e
R responsibifity {er which 1 am fst g .

And what is qualification, what is fitness ? It is
simply Christ.

The Miessure of Christ

Well now, we come back to this wilderness, and you
see everything was on that basis ; nothing whatever
was of man in that wilderness from God'’s sidie, iig"
at all. Everything was forbidding from one stand-
point. Take that tabernacle, the outer court with its
curtain stretched right round, and so high ; there s
no getting through, and no looking over. It all says,
Keep out! Eveiythimgsays, If you come inside here,
you die! Keep out! There is but one way in, and
that is through sscrifitee; and that is your death

representative g Youw come in here, and yeur life
is—iuaalmn‘ 1t {s all so forbidding, from one stand:
pelnt.

And yet from the other standpoint, there is the re-
presenting of the ﬁople in the presence of Godl. But
how could it be ? Well,from the first word to the last,
it is all Christ. The whole of that structure of the
tabernacle came from heaven. Not one idea was
allewed to come from man’s mind. It was net Jeft
with man to produee one thought as to the manner
of that tabernacle, or how it should be builtt; from
start to finish -t eame frem heaven. That is the ether-
niess of Christ. The ideas are Ged's, net eurs. Theugh
we may be the Lerd's le, it is still net a ease of
euF ideas, but Gedrs. Net-a single thought frem us is
allewed. The fellewship, the aecess, the eemmunion—
8h, yeu eannet eeme if there save en the greund of
Ehrist. 1t is by saerifice. That saerifice is Chrst. It
, riesthoed is Christ. The
VRFY garments all speake of Christ. 1t i¥ Ohist, enly
Ehfist, and yeu eannet eome in except as Ohwst, 56
te speak. Yau are enly accepted in the Beloved. You
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are never accepted in yourself, not even as the Lord's
child.

And what of Service? *'Let my feeaple go that they
may serve me *', the Lord had said to Pharaoh (Ex. ix.
1). But what is the service in the wilderness # It is
priestly service. The Levites represent the service of
the Lord's people. Priests and Levites—wihnailt are
they ? Why, their very adornment, their very clothes,
are all types speaking of Christ. Everything) about
these priests and Levites is symbolical, representative
of Christ. So that service is Christ, and you and I are
shut out, even as the Lord's people, shut out in our
own natures. Everything is God's thought here. All
access in God's thought is Christ. All service is Chist,
and only as you and I learn Christ, put on Chmist,
walk in Christ, and live Christ, have we any place, and
the measure in which that is so determines the
measure of our value to the Lord, our usefulness to
Him.

And for this present moment the increase of Christ
in us is by that ruling out, putting aside, thrusting
back of our own encroachments and impingements,
even in the things of God, the pushing back by the
Lord saying*I do not want you! That is how it
seems. That is how we feel rebuffed so often. But

there is another interprettation. We are wanting to
get in. The Lord says, No, there is no place here for
you, keep out; this place is reserved for My Son ;
your appreciation of Him is the measure in which
you come in here ; your abiding in Him is the measure
of your standing here ; your being hidden in Him,
covered by Him, is the measure of pour acceptiamee!

And for the coming need the]Lord is imtensifying
the process, taking us deeply and soundly into this in
our experience. Presently,’ , we siedll thank”
the Lord for it all. We have been able to meet a need
which was {oo deep for anything ordimary to meet.
If we had not been that deep way, we could not have
met that deep need. If we had not known those bitter
fires, we could not have served that Drmne purpose.
Whatever else the Lord is doing—and I am not saying
this is the only thing He is doing—whatever else He
is doing, He is doing this, and whether it be for this
life here or for His Kingdom afterward, there is no
doubt or question about the truth of this principle.
For the kingdom now in this life spirituallly, and for
that kingdom which fellews, the Lerd must have at
hand men and women of stature. My we find the
grace to follow Him whelly.

T.A-S.

“Bloodi” and “ Fire”

The Secret of Power

. Baesic Passages
k. Blood.
* Whem 1 see the’blood, 1 will pass over you ™
(Ex. xii. 13)..
* The life of the flesh is im the blood ** (Lev.
xvii. 11).
‘' Beingg ... justified by his blood "™ (Ram. v. §).
* Havimg) . . . boldness to emter into the holy
place by the blood of Jesus ** (Heb. x. 19).
‘' They overcame him because of the blood of the
Lamb " (Rev. xii. 1f).
2. Fire.
* He shalll baptize you with the Holy Gitest and
with fire ** (Mettt. iii. 1t).
* There appeared umto them tongues parting
asunder, like as of fire, and it sat upon each one
of them ** (Acts ii. 3).
*' 1 came to cast fire upon the esuthh ; and what

will 1, if it is already kindled ? ** (Luke xii. £46)).

** A filame of fire in @ bush ™ viil. 34)).

* Who maketh his angels winds, and his ministers
a flame of fire ** (Heb. i. 7).

* There were seven lamps of fire burmiy bhefore
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God ™
(Rev. iv. 5).

For many years now there has been a growing un-
easiness and deep concern in the hearts of godly men
as they have watched the developmenit of a twofold

movement in the eamtlth: firstly, the breakimg out,
in the social, national, and international spheres, upon
the surface of life, of evil forces which, they had been
well aware, had long been working underground, but
so subtly hidden that people generally had been in
complete ignorance of them. Secondly, a terrible
lowering of the level of life in the Church, as repre-
sented by organised Chmistiamity, with a corres.
ponding powerlessness to bring a living message o
men, to touch the breaking forth of evil, or even to
deal with it in prayer before God. Indeed the declife
in the prayer life of the churches has been one of the
most alanmimg symptoms, indicating the true nature
of the whole trouble,

As all this has been pondered and prayed ewer, the
cry has again and again broken forth—

* Revive Tlny work, 0 God,
Disturb this sleep of death,

* Quiidkem the smouldering embers, Lord,
By Thine Almightyy Breath.*

For these exercised souls in their praying and pleading
have recognised that the state of the people of God
was the key to the situation. Sometimes they prayed
with hope in their heantss, soetiimeswitth 2 lammessaf
desire which rose to the point of agony, sometimes
almost in despair. 1t often seemed that their prayer
met with no response. Things did not improve, but
rather grew worse. The winds of Ged did not blow.
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The slumbers of God's people grew meore deathlike.
The smouldering fires seemed to be going out allo-
gether. The men who were bearing the burden on
their hearts entered into the experience of the prophet
Habakkuk, voiced in his great complaint, ** O Lord,
how long shall T cry and thou wilt not hear? 1 cry
anto thee of violence, and thou wilt hot save,” But
all who have dealings with God learn that, though this
often seems to be the case, it is not really so. No true
prayer is lost. It- comes into the ear of God and
obtains answers which sometimes are umrecognised
because they are so surprising. God moves in alto.
gether unexpected ways, ‘‘ By terrible things thou
wilt answer us in righteousness, O God of our salva-
tion ' (Psa. Ixv. 5). When the Lord’s intercessors
** pray in the Holy Spirit ' they release spiritual {orces
of a potency little understood. *‘‘ Come, see the works
of God: he is terrible in his doings toward the
children of men " (Psa. lxvi. 5).

The Malady of the Christian Church in the Light et
Present-day Conditions

The world war of 1914/1918, together with the
Russian Revolution of 1917, was a staggering revel-
ation of the evil which had long lain concealed under
the thin veneer of‘civilisation. But only compara-
tively few really understood. The twenty years which
followed was a period of rapid deterioration both in
the world and'in the Church. Spiritual inertia and
moral corruption made tremendous inroads on the
life of the nations : witness the unreadiness of Britain
to fulfil her responsibilities as a great world power, and
the collapse of France. Then came the deluge, and
the last three and a half years have been perhaps the
most terrible in human history. Evil of a truly appal-
ling character has been let loose in a torrent of amazing
volume. It seemed as if nothing could withstand it as
it swept on its course, arrogant, blasphemous, victor-
ious, All that makes life tolerable to men reared in
traditions of liberty was gravely threatened. It speed-
ily became apparent that this was a spiritual issue,
and statesmen who rarely touched the spiritual note,
or spoke of Gad in relation to world affairs, began to
refer to the situation as ** Satanic '’ and as dominated
by the Powers of Darkness. Men began dimly to
understand what the Holy Scriptures mean by ‘' the
mystery of iniguity "' ‘ '

But what of the Christian Church ? Did, it arise in
its pristine purity, put on its beautiful garments, and
come {orth against the evil forces ? Did it look {forth
-on the darkness of the night * as the morning, fair
as the moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army with
banners ? * {Song of Songs vi. 10). Alas, no! On the
contrary she has been largely like Israel, when con-
fronted by the Philistine host in the days of Saul.
‘It came to pass in the day of battle that there was
neither sword nor spear found in the hands of any of
the people "' (I Sam. xiii. 22). Not altogether so, thank
God. Here and there were companies of the Lord’s
intercessors who {urbished their weapons, and, being
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, stood fast in the evi
day. But they were a painfully small minority. The
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greater number did not know what their weapons
were, still less how to use them. They were disturbed,
bewildered, perplexed, bt paralysed.

- Now we are hearing voices from many directions
asking questions, making suggestioms, analysing the
situation, and pointing out this, that, and the other
thing that must be donc. Many of these but add to
the confusion. But here and there evidence is given
of deep and terrible exercise of heart. Books are being
written and widely read by thought{ul people, which
make tremendous statements as to the nature of the
malady in the Christian Church: and this by those
who are in the organised system of church life, who
love that in which they have been reared, and seek
its good. Voices are speaking in prophetic strains.
Here, {or instance, is a statement culled {rom a book
published in the Autumn of 1942, written by a loyal
and devoted member of the Church of England, one
who is giving his whole life to its service, and proposes
to continue so doing because of his deep love for it.

‘* T believe that our Church is, in the main, a deed

Church, that it cleaves to the security and com.
fort of its coherence with a corrupt order of
society which is itself moribund...that it all too

_often preaches an emasculate pietism and shirks
the fact that it has now no spiritual dynamic to
offer to man, that it is in the main, 2 compromis-
ing pseudo-Christianity. Its professiomalism, its
mere ‘‘ churchiness ', sicken me, and the typical
‘‘ parson " and his utterance and attitude fill me -
with despair. That is to underline the repulsion
and, for this purpose, to ‘discount the compen.
sating beauty, holiness and devotion which the
Church so evidently also contains, And I am
assured that this repulsion is not an evil but a
good repulsion. Finally, if I am honest with
myself, [-must confess that I do not see the first
shoots, in this Church of England, of that resur-
rection of Christianity which I know to be at the
birth...I believe that they who ally themselves
with the Church of England ally themselves with
death and go down in spirit to a grave of the
spirit "',

Faithful are the wounds of a friend! But it is a

terrible indictment, even if it were only approximately
true, )

‘Or again, here is an extract from a book originally
written in German by a Swiss author, first published
in English in October 1942, It deals, not with any
particular national or denominational Church, but
with the situation generally. Drawing a radical dis-
tinction between what he calls *' real Christians " and
 Christianity " the author says—

. ‘ These real Christians would believe in a way
which meant that they had staked everyvthing,
their life, théir salvation, their souls, their trouble
and their sorrow, and therefore the salvation,
suffering, and future of the whole world-—staked
it unconditionally, unreservedly, unguestion.
inglyv, and with no trepidation—on Christ’s re-
surrection, the wvictory of which...they simply
beligve ™
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** And Christianity ? 1S IT NOT A HINDRANCE TO
CHRIST'S COMING? Is it not a rotten, out-
moded, useless, even harmful thing? Must it
not ‘be abolished ?...Christianity need not be
abolished. If it contlm..es as Christianity, the
sort of Christianity—and we are its adherents—
which remains steadfastly in unbelie{, steadfastly

desiring itself rather than God, and therefore.

steadfastly under God's curse, then we are
doomed alreadv: there is nothmg left but
annihilation. The world, and above all God, will
trample us down, so that we should be already
virtually abolished *".
Now whatever may be thought of these utterances—
‘and {hey are hgart- shaking—they are surely sympto-
matic and point to something being gravely and
ierribly wrong. We may thank God that such voices
are making themselves heard, Oh, that His people
may not be dull of hearing.

The Two Great Marks ol the Church ¢! Christ
There can be no denial of the statement that there
is a tremendous contrast between the Church as it is

seen on earth to-day and the Church of the New,

Testament ‘writings, especially of the Book of Acts.
And if the thought is lifted from the Church as it
existed in Apostolic days to the Holy Spirit's revela-
tion of the Church as God intended, and still intends,
it to be, the contrast is greater still. What are the
two great marks of the Church of Christ according to
Divine revelations? Are they not ' Blood " and
* Fire ”’, with their concomitants of Sacrifice and

The Unifying Effect of Thanksgiving

Whatever else .may have motived the Apostle in
writing his epistle to the Colossians, it is surely safe to
assume that throughout 4t»his continual burden for
ihe saints, to which he refers in the opening verses of
chapter two, would find expression as a heart-longing
that could not be silenced. He  greatly strives ™
that their hearts may be comforted—not, surely, in
the simple sense of comfort in bereavement, suffering,
or other common trial, for this would scarcely be a
matter of special conflict of spirit ; but that they
might know the comfort of ** hearts knit together in
love ', that is, of true {ellowship in Christ. Here
indeed is matter for conflict, for in no realm more
than this does Satan seek to work, weakening the saints

" by disunity through sowing among them the seeds of

enmity, suspicion and coldness. Moreover, the very
discovery of the deeper secrets of the mystery of God
—a matter of great concern both to the saints and to
the enemy—is bound up with this unity, as verse two
declares,; for is not the Spirit of the Lord hindered
from His work of unv eiling Christ where an atmo-
sphere contrarv to love prevails ? Paul had good

.reason, and so have we, to strive greatly in praver {or

the knitting of the saints together in love. Let us

Suffering ? The very strangeness of that statement
and perhaps the rhock which its reading gives are
tokens of how far we have drifted, and how little we
are accustomed to think God's thoughts after Him.
The New Testament is saturated with these great
spiritual realities. If the true meaning of these can be
recovered, and a people found on earth, even a
remnant, in the mighty value of them, we ‘shall not
lack power, and power adequate to face uptothe forces
of evil which are dominating the world to-day, bothin
the group of Axis nations and the opposing Allies,

Yes, Blood and Fire ! When God raised up the late
William Booth to proclaim the Gospel to the sub.
merged masses of Darkest England, He led him to
adopt those two words as his slogan. Anyone who had
first-hand experience of the work done in those days
knows that Blood and Fire were the dynamic of the
whole movement. The work was saturated in prayer.
Half nights were frequent and whole nights were some-
times set apart for waiting upon God.. The passion of
God breathed through human hearts and consecrated
lives. The passion in the prayer life of the people was
such as almost to shake the buildings in which they
were assembled. Ts it to be wondered at that multi-
tudes were converted ?

+ Can it be that wrapped up in these two words is a
great lost secret, the recovery of which would restore
the Chureh to its purity and power ? Let us seek to
gather out irom the Word what it teaches as to the
meaning of the Precious Blood and the place of Fu'e
in the life of the believer.

(To be contined) S.A.
- L dr &«
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follow through his epistle and note a vital principle
which he commends as being potent to this end. Itis
found in his repeated references to thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving for What is of Christ in Others (Col. i, 3-5).

Paul’s-epistles almost invariably open with a note
of praise {or what he knows to be of Christ in those to
whom he writes. He is by no means blind to their
failings, and later in his writing he will deal suitably
with them. But he looks first of all for the good, and
not the evil, in other saints. Few of us are wholly
victorious over the subtle temptation to reverse this
order : we deceive ourselves by the thought that we
are safeguarding the Lord's interests by being watch.
ful against error, and so on, but in reality we are but
indulging that trait of our fallen nature which seizes
so readily upon that which is {aulty. Should we not go
further and say that the enemy himseli is active in
this, finding in our flesh a very easy prey and a willing
ally in his mischievous work of sowing discord by
means of questions and suspicions ? Here is abundant
occasion for resisting the Devil, and the method is
simple. Begin to thank the Lord for what His grace
has wrought in the lives of others, even though as yel
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it be little, and we shall find ourselves not only on the
watch for the marks of that grace in them, but also
challenged by the inquiry ‘' Is that grace in me in
equal measure ? '’ Such an attitude will inevitably
drive us to humbling before God on our own account
and to a greater esteem for our brethrea, Let thosc
who are mos{ deeply taught in the things of the Lord
and keenest in the discernment of error be more than
all others watchful, lest they undervalue what Divine
grace has already accomplished in other lives. Christ
has triumphed in some measure in a life, and can He
not do yet more ? Yes, if a way be made for Him ;
and thanksgiving can do this. (Ps. L, 23 R.V.M.).
Let us then seek to know the exercise of that love
which covers a multitude of sins (z Pet, iii, 8). Read
again how God met Praying Hyde on this very matter
{seejpp. 136-140 of the Official Life edited by Capt.
E. G. Carré), and let us seek grace to follow in the
footsteps of one so greatly used of God. Surely it will
be unto corresponding results. '

Thanksgiving for the Inheritance in Christ (Col. 1, 11-13).
These verses suggest trial, and bring to mind the
words of Heb. xii concerning the chastening or *' child-
training ' of God's sons. Would we rather the Father
thus disciplined us through difficult experiences, that
we might become partakers of His holiness; of the
inheritance of the saints in light, or would we rather
be permitted to take an easier path, devoid of trials,
leaving us at the end saved from condemnation, but
missing the glory to which we might have attained ?
No true heart could hesitate in its choice. What
then shall we say concerning the demands for patience
and longsuffering. which the Father's training in-
volves ? Can we give thanks for them ? “ Blessed is
he, whosoever shall not be ofiended in me."’ And how
does this affect the unity of the saints ? Listen when
next you are gathered with others around the Lord’s
Table and worship is brought by one and another and
laid as an offering at His {eet. Note the brother whom
you know to be passing through deep waters of suffer-
‘ing, and hear him offer his thanksgiving to the Lord
Jor ithe love and grace of His dealings with His
children. What is your reaction ? Is it not an instant
outgoing of your heart in sympathy and love toward
yow brother, and of deep gratitude and humbling
before God for such a triumph of His grace ? Your
heart is knit to your brother's, and the bonds in
Christ are strengthened. Here then is a ministry for
the tried and afflicted saints. Being strengthened
unto all patience and longsufiering with joy, let them
abound in thanks unto the Father even in the midst
of the fiery trial. And even if this be done in secret,

where no other saint hears, the spiritual value of it is.

known in the realm of heavenly powers, and the testi-
mony of it rings out to the confusion of the enemy,
and he knows again that the triumphant saint has
been delivered out of the authority of darkness and
translated into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love,

Thanksgiving lor Security in Christ (Col. ii, §6).
The coniext of this verse relates to a condition of

-

danger and uncertainty because of deceitful error
that is being taught, and in that it is very like the
present day. How shall w& walk at ease and liberty
with such perils surrounding us? What are we to
believe 7 Can we be sure of not being misled ? What
is the touchstone of a true teaching ? Whom can we
trust as our companions in the way ? There is nothing
so damaging to faith and fellowship as questions that
suggest doubt and lack of confidence in God or in our
brethren. In the midst of this atmosphere of doubt the
Apostle addresses this exhortation to us: * As ye
received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk in him, rooted
...stablished...even as ye were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.,"” Giving thanks for what ? For what
you have been taught concerning Christ and His
Cross. The errors that abound are *' not after Christ
(v. 8) ; but you know the doctrine of Christ, that ** in
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,
and in Him ye are made full ” by way of the Cross.
Here are sure guides to the truth. Does a teaching
make everything of Christ, and nothing of fallen man?
Does it acknowledge the necessity of the Cross for the
entire putting away of the race in Adam? Does it
confess that by the Cross our Lord took out of the
way the law, the bond written in ordinances that was
against us ? Does it proclaim that by His death He

destroyed him that had the power of death, triumph. .

ing over all the principalities and powers? (Col. ii,

-15). If we are rooted in this ground, and stablished
in this faith, we can dare to walk at liberty and un-
afraid—though with meekness and godly fear—in
the midst of pit{alls and snares that engulf the unwary,
and to sing a5 we go our song of thanksgiving to our
Lord Who saved us. And shall we walk alone in such
a way ? If it happen that we find another walking in
the same path shall we be critical of him and refuse
his company because of some minor point of differ-
ence between us ? Or, to change the figure, if we find
ourselves with a handful gf others in a lifeboat while
many are perishing in the sea around us, shall we eye
our companions suspiciously and keep ourselves aloof
from them ? Our common enjoyment of deliverance
from destruction knits us together, and the keener our

" sense of the mercy shown to us the less shall we be

disposed to quarrel with our fellow-partakers of salva-

‘tion. To rejoice together inhope of the glory of God

is a wonderful bond for believing hearts. Try the
effect of it the next time the prayer meeting is heavy,
or conversalion with other saints seems lifeless. The
adversary is put to flight by thanksgiving, the be-
liever is more than ever rooted and stablished in the
faith, the Body of Christ is enriched, and God is glori-
fied. Adequatereasonsindeed are these for ‘* abounding
in thanksgiving '

Thanksgiving for our Brethren in Christ (Col. iii, 15).
** The peace of Christ.”” This is a pregnant phrase.
It suggests perfect serenity, an absence of any condi-
tion of inward strain or frei. And the preceding verses
(12-14) suggest the way thereto. It is that of a right
attitude of heart in the Lord towards others. Aloof-
ness, offendedness, standing on our dignity, insistence
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Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 22 - Searchable

upon our so-called rights, judging our brethren,
nursing grievances, these are fruitful causes of strain
both in the individual consciousness and in our re-
lationship to others. But where compassion, kindness,
humility, meakness, longsuffering, forbearance and
jorgiveness reign—with love as the uniting principle—
strain cannot linger and peace takes its place, "' the
peace of the Christ, to which ye were called in one
body.”” And the Apostle then adds ** end be ye thank-
Jul "', Thank{u] {for our fellow members in the one
Body : thankful for our brethren, even the awkward
ones, by whom we are given exercise in the whole-
some lessons of patience and longsuffering. Our appre-
ciation of our brethren would surely grow, and our
hearts be knit more closely to them, if instead of
murmuring at them we began to thank God for them,
and for the Divine purpose of love which has caused
their lives and ours to meet. Here is one of the deepest
secrets of overcoming him who is ever ready to sow
discord among brethren. Resist him with thanks.
giving and he will be put to flight.

But the ‘' one Body "' means more than the simple
fact that we are brethren. It involves our functioning
together in the Lord. Why has He joined us to the
particular brethren with whom our life is linked in
His will ? Because we and they together are to func.-
- tion on the principle of one body, i.e. of interdepend-
ence and co-operation. Each needs the other. " The
eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee '’
‘“If the whole body were an eye, where were the
hearing ? ¥ What one lacks another contributes,
Where the one alone would act with an undue or
inadequate emphasis, the others constitute a balancing
factor and make for safety. We need one another, and
only sorrow and disappointment can iollow if we
refuse to recognise our interdependence and to act
accordingly. It is the Lord Himself Who has appointed
.each to his place, ‘' dividing to each one severally as
He will **. If therefore we believe in the Lord's sover-
eignty, should we not thank Him for the brethren
whom He has given to be our safeguard ? Try the
effect of such an exercise the next time you fe.l {retted
by being tied to another brother in your ministry.

Thanksgiving because ** in AJll Thimgs "’ we Berve the
Lord Christ (Col. iii, 17-24).

There~is a whole world of blessing in that word
“-whatsoever '’ inverses 17and 23. * Whatsoever...do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.”” Here surely is the
secret of holy living, and we may well give thanks for
it. Essay the doing of an ungracious thing or the
speaking of an unkind word in the namnc of the Lord
Jesus ! 1t is an impossibility, Again, ‘' Whatsocver...
work heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto men."”
Here is the secret of contentment with our lot. To
live *“ unto the Lord "' is not the privileged calling of
the few, but of all saints. It cannot be denied that, if
judged by the usual standards of thought, the voca.-
tion of most of us is very prosaic, and far removed
{rom what is commonly called " ministry . But are
we debarred from therein serving the Lord ? No: in

.of assurance.

“whatsoever ye do ... ye serve the Lord Christ",
Let us then cease to despise the humble, the common-
place, the routine in life, and view it all as service.
rendered to Him. How will this affect our corporate
1e, the knitting of our hearts together in love? Ina
double way : it will remove the ground for pride or
jealousy when one ministry might be deemed of
greater honour than another ; and it will deliver from
the expectation of recognition or recompense frori
man. In most of us there is unhappily a lurking desire
to be highly esteemed among men, to be applauded
by them, to receive recompense in some form or other
from them; and when such desire is disappointed
there is often a real sense of grievance that tends to
estrangement {rom our brethren and gives occasion
to the adversary. Let us seal up this danger by re-
cognising with thanksgiving that it is from the Lord
and not frem man that we shall receive the recom.
pense : we serve the Lord Christ.

And yet again. ‘'Be in subjection...obey...not as
men-pleasers but...fearing the Lord ', Here is the
secret of ready subjection to others. Out position in
life places us under the authority of others—ol
husbands, parents, masters. Is thisirksome? Do these
lord it over us harshly.? Let us recognise that our
subjection to these is in reality subjection to the Lord,
and in unmurmuring obedience to them is the prod{
of our glad submission to His will. Thus the bitter
may become sweet. .

Do we not well to give thanks to God the Father for
such things as these ? . Begin to turn the wheel of
thanksgiving, though it be at first in sheer faith un-
relieved by any tinge of joy of soul, and see if the
results do not give occasion for yet more thanksgiving
and rob the enemy of otherwise useful occasion for
dividing us from our brethren. - , ‘

Thanksgiving for the Lord's Faithfulness (Col. iv, 2),

. We need say little on this point. What is thanks-
giving mingled with prayer but the expression of
confidence in Him to YWhom the prayer is addressed ? _
Nothing so weakens and divides as doubt, fear, lack
Nothing so unites as confidence, 2«
common {aith, a certainty of outcome. They who
pray together do well. .They who offer the praise of
faith do better. True faith looks not merely for the
answer to the praver but to the answerer, and knows-
that even though the response come not in the form
desired or anticipated the praver will not have {ailed,
God having some better thing. ** He abideth faith{ul "',
Let us be diligent therefore always to make known to
God our requests with thanksgiving, and in so doing
forge yet more strongly the links that bind us to our
brethren of a like faith.

" And when they began to sing and to praise, the
Lord set liers in wait against the children of Ammon,
Moab and mount Seir, which were come against
Judab ; and they vaere smitten.”’ (II Chron. xx, 22).

" Whoso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glori-
ficth me, and prepareth a way that I may show him
the salvation of ‘God "' (Psalm L. 23).

G.P.

38



" THe Representation ‘of the” Tavisibie God
N6b: 2 (cotfemned)) 3
Representation en the Basis of Identification

Identification and Humam Relationships

This identification with Christ, and His coming in
along that, line, if we could see it, if our eyes were
open—arid 1 would that our eyes were opened to this
—dives set up a very real solemn and serious piece of
business for the Lord's people in the matter of human
relationships. How can 1 best pass this on to you and
explain what 1 mean ? You know, some of us have
bbeen to a number of different countries in this world,
armeng other nations, and one of our greatest difficul-
tles has often been the national character 6f the

ople to whom we were ministering, 1 need not
frention different nations and thelr eharaeteristics,
but a8 you know, different natienalities de differ very
fueh one from anether in thelr eenstitution, thelr
fake-up. They seem to me to represent all the tem:
peraments of humanity. Sere are very emetional ;
athers are intensely practieall ; ethers fental, in the
right sense—I was going te say intelleetual, but that
Is net guite the right wer&ﬁmnialwg_\w in the realf
of the mind. They must have the thing thereughly
threshed eut In reasen, and they keep yeu in that
realm. Well, they differ, and euf preblem has eften
been this—=Oh, we eannet get anywhere here at all,
beeauise here is this superhicialiity, oF there is this intel:
festuality, this intense natieHal Qi%ﬁ@ﬂ&'l%! And

H might %we it up if yeu aeeept that and werk en

)
g

at basis alene. But we have come {8 see that that
Whele thing has te be relegated fe a seeendary CE%%ES
and net be allewed te domihate at all. You see, Christ
i3 ether than all that, He is different from all Ehﬁhﬂ&
is 6f & peeuliar 61§Fe§maﬂ, fhake-up, constitution.
The Hely Spirit i§ &l ewerful, 2nd if}h@ Hely SpiFit
€3R BriRg EhrAst i, intraduee Ehrist ipte these lives,
Re matter how they are made, He has introdueed that
Whieh is geing quietly, deeply, stFely te Werk o super-
sede and trahseend all that other. Give Him time
and you will ind semething there that is guite ather
than the patural dispesition, altegether different from
the patural make-up. 1t is samething ether, and that
will held en its way. That is Christ. Herein is The
Hriversality ef the ‘Hely Spifit.

Now that is exactly what happened on the day of
Pentecost in Jerusalem. There were repressmtabives
of all nations under heaven ; Parthizms, 1Slamites,
dwellers in Mldssqudtamia, they were all there. That
was strategy on the part of the Holy Spirit, and that
day He came and so spake through the Apostles as
to be understood by them all. That was the thing
which amazed {hem. Hiere are we, all nations and
Janguages under heaven, and yet as these imen speak
we hear them, every man in our own tongue wherein
we were borm, just as though it might be that it was
but one language that was being spoken. The wnivar-
sality of Chrisi, the universallity of tin- Holy Spirit !
Just how it was done may not be clear, but there was

evidently a miracullous transcending by the Spirit of
the curse of confounded speech among men. It sets
forth a principle, that Christ simply ignores the differ-
ences of nationality and human make-up, and He is
Himself one constituent, one basis, WHe e€an eome
info all and constitute all one in the innermest reality,
make all one. That is the meaning of these werds
which we have cited as one of our passages—'""Have

ut on the new man, which is being renewed HRIS
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I know this, that when there is some real business
for the Lord's children to do, if it is only twoe of them,
husband and wife, or two in a place, some real matter
which has to be dealt with corporately together, the
enemy works upon all kinds of human conditions ite
paralyse that. He is out all the time, in advanee very
often, before we recognise the business that is geing
to arise, he.is out workingpupon those human elements
to get us across one anether, to bring strain in reln
tienship, te ereate phantems in the mind abeut ene
anether, and lies. And they seem 88 true ! Se-a2hd-se
sald something and @id yeu netiee hew they said
it, and did veu notiee hew they leeked ?—and
yeu give an interpretation whieh has ne truth iR it |
The eRmey puts 3 eenstruetion ; nething is tes small,
{ee petty foF hiin. and he is trying te get veu acress
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(continued from backpage)

What 1 am saying is this, that we have to get on to
the ground of Christ if Christ is to be expressed, and
seek to keep off this ground of what is Jew and Greek,
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian,
and so on.- Have that ground where Christ is all, and
in all, hold that ground, and then He comes in. Repre-
sentation of Chmistt'meams identification with Christ,
and that is the only identification that you and 1 will
ever find here, unless it is identification with the Devil
himself. There are only two altermatives, it seems to

T do trust vou are not confused but are seeing glim-

mers of light, and that wu shall recognise why we are
here. We are here on this earth as the Lord's repre-
sentative. But it is not that we are here or there and
He far away ; we are here to be the vessel in which
He is, and He is here because we are here. That is to
be the implication of our presence. O, that this
might not just be a theory but more and more a fact,
by reason of our living in the Spirit, that our presence
may mean {o all unseen intelligences, as well as men,
Christ is here by His Spirit. The Lord grant it may
be so.
T.A.-S.

NEXT SPECIAL GATHERINGS AT HONOR OAK
(If the Lord wills)

AUGUST %@

Saturday, 3.3 and 6.30 p.m.
Lord’s Day, 11 a.m., 330 and 6.30 pjm.
Meonday, 11 a.m., 3.3® and 6.30 p.m.
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is sought to lead the Lord's
people into His Full

thought for them.
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Editor's Letter

** Heathfield ",
Kilcreggan,
Dumbartonshire,
Scotland,
July 1844.
“THY GOD REIGNETH
BELOVED oF Gam,

The contents of this letter will doubtless come as a shock to many of our friends, especially to those who
have had personal fellowship with us in Londom. But as you read on, while there may remain some guestions
andl problems, perhaps light will filter through which will help. The news is that, durimg the new phase of
things—the ** fllyimg bomb ** attack on London—our Conference Cestre—house and hall—has fallen to this
destructive activity, and for residence and conferences is no more. The same applies to other adjoining premises
which were used for accommodation.

There is a wonderful story of simply miraculous deliverances and preservations ; for while quite a number
of friends were in residence, not only was there not a single life lost, but only very superficial scratches were
suffered. In the cases of Mir. and Nis. Paterson and Mir. & Nirs. Foster the house was wrecked on top of them
andl the rooms in which they were in bed were demeolished, yet they were unharmed. Not only so, but in the
days following when we have had to face a situation of devastation which might well have made the stoutest
heart sick, on my arrival on the scene 1 found everyone most triumphamt, and all in a state of spirituzll as-
cendency. Thr the days of working amidst the ruins to salvage all that was pessible, we have been a
" sorrowfiull, yet s rejoicing "~ company. This is no small testimony 1o the i g of His mighty power.

It is too early yet to forecast anything, or to say what may be the Lord’s meaning in this. For some time
past the Lord has been increasing His emphasis among us upon the essentially spiritual nature of His work in
this dispensation, and the necessity for heavenliness in our Fosition, relationships, and character. Only on the
Lord's Day prior to this happening we were Jed to speak of how heavenly vision led Abraham from the solid
civilisation of Chaldea and kept him in a teat. This we do not interpret to.mean that the Lord will never want
and use temporal things to spiritual ends, but it is perfectly consistent with the position that we have always
taken that the spiritual must always eclipse the material. We hold earthly things very lightly, and whether or not
we are able to resume In a new Conference Centre in Londeom, we atedled fined Wit wistinere i sutth 2m extandive
and strong spiritul mimistry and testimony that we de fet feel that thi real values need be affected by such
happenings as these. We were given the text at the head of this Jetter as\he metio for this year, not knowing
then what was befere us, but it is new eeming Inte its ewn, and it 1s trike!™ )\

We have to sec in His time what the Lord's major thought is in allowing what has happened. Through
four years, and at times when destruction approached to within a few yards, the whole place has been mar-
vellously preserved. But now His time has come for a suspension of activities there. 1t may mean that He
desires a change in form or location. It may be unto expansion ; or it may be something quite unimagined ;
but of this we are sure, it will prove to be the workimg of the Jaw of the grain of wheat ; life out of death ;
gain out of Imes. Jt will be increase in some most essential form. So we wait and watch.
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Some practical points immediately arise ; others will appear as time brings new situations. In the mean-
time,

1. Conmferences at that Cemitre will be suspended indiefimitely.
2. All communications should be addressed to me at Kilcreggem (as above).

3. Patience will be shown by our friends if any delays occur. (All the literature and printing-room eiuipment
is safe, and it is only a matter of transferring the former, with office equipment, a- may be necessary).

4. The local assembly will continue to meet in the basement of the old ** Cemture ™.

There is nothing definite upon which to build such expectatiom at present, but it may very well be that
the Lord is purposing to have the coming Winter months occupied with wider ministry,rather than centralised
or lecalised ; and who knows but that it might be very widk, to tie countries atmuzed] wiitdh ane @ coortinums
burden upon our hearts ? During the War years while travelling abroad has been impossible, there has been
a very real pr jom in various ways for such mimistry, and many in various countries have come to reach
out strongly for the ministiry with whittitthe Lord hes entrusted us. There is no doubt that & very disep mmove-
ment is taking place in many hearts and many places, with a growing consciousness that the general Christian
system, and very largely, the evangelical bodies have not the spirituall food that is necessary to real gpiritual
maturity. Reality and fulness are becoming a growing demand, and we know of very many who are deeply
disappointed with the ** measure ** that is in the churches and organisations. ** Revival * in the sense in which
that idea is generally held is not tjie need, but a return to, or recovery of, the true revelation of God's order,
method, and purpose.

You will be praging over all this, and for us at this time, that we may see the way of His meaning in
* the things which have happened *'.

Yours in the ieDowship of His Son,
T. AUSTIN-SPARKS

The Representiztiion of the Invisible God

No. 3
Representation by the Holy Spirit

Reaping ¢ Luke xxiv. 46-49; John xx, 2123 54xtedi 8.

Continuing our occupation with the matter of the

eat Divine thought of representation, we shall now
g’; especially concerned with one simple emphasis on
the place of*the Holy Spirit in this connection,

In our previous meditations we were seeing this
Divine thought as revealed in the Scriptures; firstly,
God making man in His own image, after His own
likeness ; and then the thought taken up in fulness in
Christ, Who is repeatedly declared to be the image of
the invisible God ; and finally the thought carried
over into the Church, the elect, which is to be con-
formed to the image of His Son, all speaking so
clearly of this intention of God to be represented, to

be known by represemtztion.

Clwist’s Representative Work by the Spirit
Now, the Holy Spirit has a very vital place in this
whole matter. When the Lord Jesus officially took up

this particular phase or function of His life and wanlk,

you know it was then that the Holy Spirit came
specifically into evidence in His life and ministry. It
is true that He was begotten -of the Holy Ghast, it is
true that He was very God, but in the official work
for which He came into this world, the work of the
Son of Mtam, which is a representative term or title,
He stands to represent man, the race. Luke's Gospel,

as you know, is particularly and peculiaslly the Gospel
for the race, as Midtthew is that for the Jew, and Luke's
particular title for Christ is the Son of Man, repre-
sentative. He takes the place of man as God intended
man to be, to bring man in His own Person inelusively
to the Divinely appointed destiny. He, the Inclusive
Man, will advance by all the stages of man's esurse
to that Divinely appointed end, and eventually
glorified, exalted even at Ged's right hand, He witl
stand as Inelusively representative of that new raee,
that new erestion, 1 say that, as Sen of Maw, He will
advanee by all the stages of man's gf@%feg‘s‘z teward
8

il iRy AT
t ,it Hs - .
very phrase is linked with Eim %Eeld t ot E%@Bfgz
sentatien. He " is the image of the fRvisiBle Ged,
the HrstBern of all ereatien " (€4l i i%? FRpFe:
sentative, finstuen. Just as the Hrst-friits of th
harvest were represenitative of the whele Barvest. af
the farmer weuld take the HFst-fruits and 9 th@fg
e God in token of the whele harvest wgljiiie Wwal
fellew, se Ehrist was the Hrst-fruits of EF@&HE_?;
and the Hrstbern _é_mea% RaRY Bf&fgf , ahd He
geeupies that pesition 3t ©o8's FigNt HaRd ROW
regxr@ﬁémt@ﬁvei , the feken ot all {3 follow. Bt
frem the very Hyst §¥e?,, threugh every §£§}%@ gt that
esuFse 8 the glery, His way is By the SpIHE:
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The Cross the First Step

In a sense, a very real and true sense, the Jordan
was the first step toward the glory. The Cross is
always the first step to glory ; there will be no glory
i there is no Cross, and the measure of glory will be
the measure of the Cross. We will leave that and
come back to it again presently. The Jordan was the
first step toua.rd that glorifying, not of Christ alone
and merely in a personal way, but the glorifying of
man, the many sons to be brought to glory by Him,
the whole harvest to be brought to glory by Him,
the many brethren who come by Him. I say, in a
very real sense the Jordan was the first step toward
that glory, and in the Jordan, as we have already
pointed out, the governing idea is representation. A
race which cannot be glorified must be put out of the
way, to make room for 2 race which can be glorified.
A mankind which can never come to glory must be
put away from occupying the ground of a2 man that
can come to glory. So, representatively in the
Jordan in His baptism, His death and burial in type,
He takes the place of a race, 2 mankind, which can
never be glorified, and it is got out of the way in Him
representatively.

In the reality of the Cross, of which the Jordan was
the type, we have that blessed accomplishment. All
this that can never be glorified, never come to glory

- in us, has been put away. Are you worried, obsessed

and troubled with all that about you which can never
be glorified ? Well, if you have accepted Christ as
your representative, and have stood right-into His
representative work for you, everything that will
hinder your coming to glory has been dismissed,
every bit of it ; and Ged is working on that ground
with us. The last phase of that work will have to do

. with our bodies of death ; they shall be changed, and ~

made like unto the body of His glory. We are coming
in every part of our redeemed being to glory, because
what cannot be glorified has been representatively
got out of the way. That is, of course, the ground for
our faith,

In His coming up out of the Jordan, type of His
coming up from the grave, He occupies the repre-
sentative position of a man who can be glorified, a
mankind that can be glorified, a race that can come
to glory, and at a certain point in His life these two
things were brought together in one hour. In the
Mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah spoke
with Him of the death, or exodus, which He was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem, and in that same
hour He was glorified. The death and the glory came
together in one hour in Him, That is how it can be
with Him because He so perfectly represents God's
thought. It is representation.

But then this new creation, this new man capable
of coming to glory, of being gloriﬁed. this new race as
gathered up into Him as its Head, as its first-fruits,
as its first-born, can never come to glory, only as
from that very point of standing on the new creation
ground, resurrection ground. The Holy Spirit takes
charge; and so, coming up out of the water, the
heaven was opencd and the Holy Spirit as in the

43

semblance of a dove came and rested upon Him.
. That is the first thing. The Holy Spirit takes charge,
so to speak, of this whole matter of bringing to glory,
of perlecting this new creation for glory. It is the
Holy Spirit's work {rom beginning to end.

What was true in the case of the Lord Jesus as the
Head has to be true in the case of the whole Body,
and Pentecost must be the counterpart of the resur-
rection side of Jordan, where the Body, brought on to
resurrection ground, is taken charge of by the Holy
Spirit, to be brought right through all the course and
"stages of perfectmg unto glory. There is a little
phrase in Peter's wrrtmgs about “ the Spirit of glory
resting upon you "' (I Pet. iv. 14).

So our emphasis is there, that this is the object of
the Holy Spirit, this is the necessity for the Holy
Spirit ; for nothing is possible ofall this D1\ ine thought
apart from the Holy Spirit.

The Father's Attestation of the Son

But there is a second part, another side or aspect
of this. The Spirit certainly comes, the anointing
takes place, but upon the anointing, the Divine voice
is heard from heaven saying  This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased ™ (Matt. iii. 17).
With the anointing there comes the attestation.
God is calling attention to this One, is indicating this
One, is pointing out this One, and in effect He is
saying, This is My representative ! You know that
on the Mount of Transfiguration, when Peter in his
1mpulsweness would be found dictatmg, advising,
suggesting what sheuld be done, the voice, that same
voice, came again: ‘' This is my beloved Son in
whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him ™'; relerring
everythmg to Him for government, for direction,'for
dictating. “‘Hear ye him.” It is the voice of attesta.
tion from heaven at Jordan and on the Mount, singling
Him out as God's representative. It is representation
again.

Now those two things go together. They are only
two aspects of one thing, because the anointing means
that God Himself has committed Himself to this One.
That is the meaning of the anointing. As we were
saying in our previous meditation, where the anoint-
ing is you have to meet and deal with God. * He
reproved kings for theis sakes, saying, Touch not
mine anointed ones, and do my prophets no harm '
(I Chron. xvi. 21-22). It is to meet God il we do
touch the anointing or that upon which the anointing
rests, or those w ho are anointed. God has committed
Himsel{ in that anointing. Thereiore i{ God is there

committed, involved, wrapped up with that, that is”

God's representative, and that is as God functromng
there. The Holv Spirit has constituted that vessel of
representation by His coming and His presence ;
God is present. That means that all the rights of
Divine sovereignty have been taken up by the Holy
Spirit and brought into the midst of that which is
anointed, that which is indwelt by the Spirit.  All
the rights of Divine sovereignty are in the Holy
Spirit, and if He is present, He is present in all the
rights of Divine sovereignty.
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J 1 do want you to be able to grasp this, because I

feel it is tremendously important for us as members
of this Body of Christ, indwelt by the Holy Spirit,
We just very faintly touched upon this matter yester-
day, and I 'fieel there is somethimg more to be said
about X.

The Sovereignty ol the Holy Spirit
When this counterpart of Jordan, death and resur-
rection and the open heaven and the descent of the
Spirit and the anointing, when the counterpart of
that took place on the day of Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit eame In terms of Divine sovereignty to be
present, and it i1s a thing which you and I Teve to
reeognise, to whieh we have to bow the knee ﬂb§0jlt_!t€l%l.
It May be that we have net recognised suffi y
that reeeiving the Hely Spirit ef aneinting fheans
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Have yeu prayed 1o be filled with the Spifit ? Have
gau reeqgnised the tremendeus impertance of the
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13 13 the potht we Were

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came in
terms of sovereignty, and took hold. He took right
hold in terms of sovereignty and, in doing so, He
made men say things the import of which they acce pted
within the compass of their.own understanding, it is
true. Yes, they were not opposed to those things
which they were saying, so far as they understood
them, but the things which they were saying, while
they agreed with them, enly went te the range of
their appreciation, thelr understanding ef them. But
the Hely Spirit meant infiniely mere than that, and
Before leng these very men whe agreed up te the peint
of theif understanding and appreeiatien of the things
they were saying, were eenfrented with the faet that
the things tHey said semmitted them {8 a great deal
fAere than they had understeed. And that is the
praetieal issue of the severeighty of the Hely Spirit.

Peter quite agreed, accordimg to his understanding,
the range of his appreciamtion, with what the Lord
had said about “' wni® the witemmusit part of the
earth **. He quite agreed with what he was saying—
* ... to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call ** (Acts ii. 38). Bt it will not be
many days before Peter will stumble right up against
it, the very thing he himself has said, and find it
meant far more than he intended it to mean, when it
comes to Caesarea and a Gemttile house. ** All that are
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afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call ! Peter says, Not so, Lord ; and there is a
battle. But you notice that the Holy Spirit, when
He gets Peter through, comes right down on that
situation in a mighty way. 1l is a matter of which
the Holy Spirit has charge, and the verdict, the con-
clusion of the whole matter is Peter’'s report at Jeru-
salem—'"' Who was 1j that 1 could withstand God ? **
“ If Godl gave winto them the like gift as he did also
unto us . . . who was I, that 1 could withstand Ged ? "'
(Aets x1, i9). There is a man having to go down befere
the severelgnty of the Hol)" Spirit. He has been coms-
fnitted te that from the beginning.

Now, what do we want to get at in this matter ?
It is this: if you and I reallly do come to the place
where the Holy Spirit as Lord becomes resident in us,
we are confronted with this great law of the zbsolute
sovereignty of the Holy' Spirit to do as He likes with
us and to take us completely beyond our own inten-
tions, right beyond our own prejudices, our own
traditions, all our past history, take us beyond our
present mental range of what we now conceive to be
the right and the wrong. We have all got a fixed
mental horizon to-day. At this moment we would
all put a certain limit and bound and hedge to what
we consider is right and wrong, what we eught to do
and what we ought not to do. We move within our
own mental interpretation of things, and that is our
range. Are we going to bind the Holy Spirit to that ?
If so, we will never go on to God’s ultimate purpose
and end. What we shall find is that the Holy Spirit
will demand from time to time that ‘e get rid of our
hedges, and let Him lead us sheer out of our own fixed
bounds of acceptance and interpretation. He will
demand that, that is His sovereign right, and eur
progress towards Ged's final end, and, mark yeu,
the measure in which we ean truly be representative
for God here, depends eﬂtifél?l upoen that eapacity fer.
adjustment to a new revelation or indicatien by the’
Hely Spirit, our capacity, our amenability to adjust:
ment to what the Spirit will show us.

It seemns to me that very often the Lord_lnediges our
liveSTup fo-aiTemergetiicy, a crisis, a disputed position,
in Gndier ‘o™ ining) b (FSmetbing rew’™ Thee ffart iis,
of course, we will not move into anything mere of the
Lord unless,we are compelled to. That is how it
works'out, and KiwesesTgutsd and however great and
however precious may have been the Lord's dealings

. wiitth us, showings to us, impeanttetions to wks, the best

that He has ever given to us will have to be brought
to.tthe_place where it_no longer meets our fulllest need,
in order that we should move on to something more.
THhat is the way'of progress. We have had, perhaps,
wonderful jegretlations, wonderful dealings of the Lord
wul'us!; things have happened in our lives which
have eclipsed all that ever preceded them, and at the
time we have felt that wc have reached the fuiness.
We have not ; there is something beyond this. Just
at the time this is as far as it is possible to go, but our
experience and our history is that those things which
at the time and for a time were so great, so wonderful,
56 all-abserbing, have come to be as though they were
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not, with a growing sense of new need, new demand,
and another crisis has arisen in which we have had to
know something more than’has ever been. And the
Lord forces situations like that. It is the way of
enlargement, it is the way of gromttil. It seems to me
to be”His-gitlly pratited| wey ol Teepiing us goimg on.
But it is the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit bringing
about those crises and making these demands ; and I
suppose that will be our experience right to the end.
It we reslly are under the government of the Holy

Spirit, we will never have reached finality here, there

is still more beyond ; but to reach it we have to lose
contentment with what we.have. One of the tragic
features of Christiizmity is the measure of contented-
niss «with that evangelical Christiemity. The great
need to-day is a sense of need everywhere, amongst
Christians and in the world, a desperate sense of need.
The Church will never grow until it grows by this
intense sense of need of something more. Men will
nevgr come to Christ until they have a real sense of
nee

(To be comtimued) T. A-S.

“Blood” and “‘Fire"”

The Secret oi Power (continued)

The Meaning and Value of the Blood of Chmist

One of the saddest features of modern preaching is
that, in the great majoritty of instances, the sermons
are bloodless ; they are not founded upon the ateniﬁg
sacrifice of Christ on Calvary. To hear my
to-day, you would never gather that had, at the
eost of Infinite suffering te His ewn heart, In the
Persen 6f His Sen, paid a priee of inealeulable werth
for man's redemptlen ; that He Who was " Ged,
fRanifest in flesh ', was alse '’ the Lamb of Ged that
taketh away the sin et the werld . 1f the Eross is
referred to st all=and in HHEHB@F16§§ iﬂ§§§ﬁ€6§ it i8

gntirel i@ﬁ%ﬁé@—t‘h‘é death of Ljﬁegu§ {s & 9 8 §§ Fl
g% ¢ death, net a§ Fl §§EF

st iRt
ii?{%f H @JE %{.ﬁﬁ{eﬂ

lJDEl ora

LL1ldl)

ana{@fei.s,ﬂ &? mggg%
e bs; i{ m X{a 8§fB and
-?FHHé H{8 HQ%‘LS
EiGhCe m{ sw e R
ECY 1 e eiﬁ_g :
['g 2 il fs

& FtE ¢ gBHQ
%%F f? d§§Bl¥H Hﬁ?é é
e

The significance of blood is found in the fact, so
often overlooked, that ** the life of the flesh is in the
blood **. For that reason God's ancient Je Israel
were forbidden to of blood in any form, and
the sorest judgment followed the bf@ﬁkiﬁ? of the com-
mandment. ** For the life of the flesh is in the bleed :
and 1 have given it to Yeu upon the aliar to make
atonement for your souls : for it is the blood that
maketh atonement by reasen of the life ** (Lev. xvii,
19). The modernist fejects bleed upen the altar, but
sceepts it as an article of dlet. The result is eeftaiﬁly
his spiritual undeing. When the Bleed of Jesus is
fentioned, what is really invelved is His infinitely
valuable Life poured eut in saerifice. To realise the

VV’"‘CD
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value of that Blood it is necessary ‘to know Who
Jesus is, for the efficacy of the sacrifice is entirely
dependmt upon the value of the life laid down. Here
we touch that which transcends all human under-
standing, for who can tell the value of the Life of Him
Whe was Ged manifest in flesh ?

This great and gracious fact is the basis of the
believer’s assurance. We are justified by H1S Blsmil.
While the Blood shed is the ground of our justifica-
tion, faith in Himself is that which brings assurance
and But it is ever faith in Him as the erucified
and Fisen One. And assurance is great] strengthened
as the believer learns with joy that the Bloed shed
en the Cress has been earried threugh inte the very
Ef@ﬁ@ﬁ@@ of the plery of Ged, and sprinkled befere

he Threne of Grace, thus test hat it has met
all the re uifemeﬁt§ of Divine fiphteousness. - A
further faet to be apprehended is that the Bleed has
alse been sprinkded upen the believer, thus Brin 1g %
all its V!HHB and €1€§ﬂ§ifi§ effieaey inte the life of th
trusting soul. We have * eofhe te the bleed of § Hnts
ling ¥ (Heb. xdi. 24 ) OUr hearts are /' sprinkd
af SVH eenseienee * (Heb: x. 22):

In the Moszic economy, which is throughout a
type and shadow of the spiritual realities of redemp-
tion, the High Priest, on the Day of Atonement,
entered into the Holiest of all with the blood of the
sin offering, sprikling it upon and before the Mercy-
seat, Seven times was the blood thus sprinkled
before that place where the Shekinalh Glory was mani-
fested, between the cherubim. This sevenfold siprink-
ling is a revelatien, in pieture ferm, of the faet that
when eur Lerd Jesus entered, inte '’ heaven itself
(Heb. ix. 24) " threugh his ewn bleed...naving
obtained etefﬂal fedem fen '* (Heb. 1x. i2) all the
mighty values ef the Bleed, l.e. the Life of Jesus
peured eut in saerifice, are had in remembranee, and

operate efficaciously in the ver 'y resence of Ged.

at sprinkling is an unalterable faet, it ean neve-
be eaneelled ; it was dene "’ enee for all ** (Heb. ix.
12). The beuever has ne ether greund of tanee
with Gedl, ner is any needed. 11 is impessible o add
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to perfection. The precious Blood is all-sufficient.
Being ** justified in his biood **, we can have absolute
assurance of our acceptance in the Beloved One.

It is precisely on the same ground that we have
boldness to enter into the Holiest. What a privilege
to come into the immediate presence of Godl For
an Israelite to have passed within the veil of the
tabernacle would have meant instant death. We not
only may come, but are exhoried so to do. " Let us
draw near *'. It is our right. The presence of God is
our home. The way is through ** his flesh "": the
thorn-crowned brow, the nail-pierced hands and {eet,
the wounded side of the suffering Saviour. No soul
of man can find acceptance with God, or dwell in
the place of the everlasting burnings, except by reason
of ““the precious blood of Christ *, a Lamb without
blemish and without spot. The ripest szint has no
other claim : the youngest child in the Father's family
has the same standing. There is no difference.

" T want no other argument,
I seek no other plea,
It is enough that Jesus died,
And that He died {or me*'.

The Blood of Christ the Ground of Overcoming the
Accuser '

There is another vital fact in relation to the Blood
of the Lord Jesus which the believer must ever keep
in view. It is the complete answer to all the accusa-
tions of Satan. The recognition of this puts a weapon
into the hands of the child of God by which he over-
comes. ‘ They overcame him because of the blood of
the Lamb . The Adversary is the persistent accuser
of the brethren. He works in a twofold way. First he
accuses us ‘* before our God day and night ™ {Rev. xii.
10). Our shortcomings, our {ailures, our transgressions
are perseveringly presented before God. The streamn
of accusation never ceases. The Adversary sees to it
that God is reminded of every fact that could tell
against us. Every bit of unholiness is detailed before
the Holy Throne. He also seeks to bring us under a
sense of condemnation by accusing us in our own
hearts. So many of the Lord’s people, being only too
conscious of their shortcomings, listen to his sug-
gestions and are robbed of their joy. Many heurs of
sleeplessness are embirtered because of the whispering
of his suggestions that the Lord is against us, because
of some action which has displeased Him. Or he will
accuseusof missing opportunities of testimony, and so
failing the Lord. There is no end to his subtleties
along this line. He knows where we are weak, and
where to direct his fiery darts. Oh how he lashes
the soul! What agony he inflicts! We pray against
him, but find no relief. God seems to have hidden
His {ace and we cannot lay hold of Him. But whether

re

the Accuser is defaming us in the presence of God or
torturing us in our hearts directly, the answer, all.
sufficient, is the atoning Blood. Plead that Blood and
the enemy hus no reply. Hide in the wounds of Jesus
and the accusing voice is silenced. Dwell on Calvary's
mountain and your conscience is cleansed. The Blood
avails, always—Ohsoul, troubled and tortured,
robbed of your heritage of peace, learn to use the Blood
as a weapon. Say to the Adversary, ‘ Yes, all that,
and more is true, but the Blood of Jesun my Saviour,
shed on the Cross, has been sprinkled before the
Mercy-seat and on my guilty heart, and it avails ]
Your accusations cannot touch me. It is the Blood
that maketh atunement for the soul’. The Devil
hates the Blood and flees before it always. Give your
testimony boldly and confidently, but always with
humility, to the virtue of the Blood and you are con-
queror 1n the fight. -* They overcame him "', not only
“ because of the Blood of the Lamb ', but also
'* because of the word of their testimony ''. Therefore
speak the word of testimony to the Blood when you
feel least like it, for " we walk by faith ., The
assertion of faith, apart irom feelings, will bring
deliverance when it is {aith in HIS BLOOD.

Thus we see the vast importance oi the precious
Blood : whether it be for justification from sin, enjoy-
ment of the presence of God, or the hurling back of
the accusations of the enemy, the Blood of Jesus is
all-important. No wonder the Devil opposes the
doctrine of the Blood and seeks to obliterate it from °
the preaching of the Gospel, It is the {oundation truth
of Redemption. *If the foundation be destroyed,-
what can the righteous do ? * But ‘‘ the foundation
of God standeth sure *'. The Devil cannot destroy
the Blood, but he can and does prevent multitudes
knowing the way of life. He blinds and misleads the,
minds of those who do no! place implicit faith in the
Word of God. If the Christian Church wishes to
recover its ancient power in testimony, and once
again see the Gospel winning its triumphs, it must
rediscover, and proclaim in trurnpet tones, the mean- -
ing of the Blood of the Cross. Calvary is the only
dynamic for the salvation of men, but it is all-powerful.
The Gospel is the story of the pouring out of the life-
stream of the Saviour on the Cross, so that men may
live by Him.

** E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme, -
And shall be till I die ",

The Church is, first and foremost, a Blood-sprinkled
people ; they bear the marks of Calvary., This is one
of the chief distinguishing features.

5. A.

““The one element that gives the blood its value is the holy obedence of which its outpouring was the
proof; the blood of Christ Who offered Himsell without spot to God... The other element is that the
Holy Spirit was in the life of that blood. It was through the JZternal Spirit He offered Himsel{.”

(Dr. Andrew Murray in ““The Cross of Christ™).
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A Double Emphasis in the Acts of the Apostles

** For He \Who wrought in Peter...wrought also in me '
(Gal. ii. 8}

The book of the Acts is largely concerned with two
men, Peter and Paul. Their ministries were comple.
mentary, so that there is a certain sequence in the
story as the emphasis passes on from Peter to Paul
in the course of the development of the Spirit's work
m the Church. Apart from this, however, there are
striking features common to both; experiences
which display spiritual principles as true in Paul's
case as in Peter's, and equally true throughout the
dispensation, whenever the Holy Spirit is given His
proper place. Since “He who wrought in Peter”
wrought also in Paul we are not surprised to find
notable parallels in the two lives. The incidents are
so unusual and the repetition of them so noteworthy
that it may be helpiul to consider a few of them with
their spiritual interpretation.

I. SPIRITUAL STANDING AND WALK
(Acts iii. 1-10 and Acts xiv. 8-10)

It is surely no coincidence that the first recorded
miracle of healing in each case was concerned with a
lame man. Both the men concerned had been lame
from birth ; they never had walked. Doubtless the
miracle was a sign, and a sign doubly confirmed by
its repetition. The man who constitutionally has
neither standing nor ability to walk can be made to
stand on his feet and to go forward, walking ard
leaping and praising God.

This provision of a new vital energy is God's answer,

hrough His people, to conscious and confessed need.
The Church does not exist to carry spiritual cripples
around, but to put them on their own {eet in the
Lord; not to add its mite of compassionate help,
but to remove the cause of infirmity, by the authority
of the name of the Lord Jesus. This is the gift which
we have to give; an altogether new, living power.
When men realise their natural condition as an in-
ability to stand without support or to move alone,
ours 1s the task, in the name of Jesus Christ, to bid
them ** Rise up and walk **, This, then, is a funda-
mental feature of a truly spiritual minisiry, namely,
the comimuflication of power and abilitv to helpless

e e —— . . o e e

cripples.

II. ABSOLUTE OBEDIENCE
(Acts x. 9-18 and Acts xxii. 17-21)

Both of the apostles fell into a trance whilst at
prayer, and a similar issue arose in each case. Peter
was a Spirit-filied man. He had accepted the absolute
Lordship of Christ without reserve. He had yielded
up his own will to the will of God. Yet, in spite of all
this, he was found in conflict with the Lord as to his
sphere of ministry. For him the matter was very
acute, for it involved a renunciation of his whole
position with regard to Divine things. He had no
ntention of departing from the Lord’'s way in wilful
disobedience, but his fault lay in holding fast to his
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own ideas as to what God ought to do. All his natural
inclinations, all his past traditions, all that he had
tenaciously held to be Scriptural, all the geodwill of
his fellow Jews, everything said * Not so ' to God's
command., Nevertheless, deeper than all natural con.
siderations, there was the voice of the Spirit in Peter,
qualifying his refusal with the word * Lord*'. And
so the conflict raged in Peter’s soul, whilst tremendous
issues for the whole dispensation hung precariously
in the balance.

It is always like this, Paul himself narrated his
own experience of this same matter., He, too, had
decided opinions and preferences as to his sphere of
ministry. Like Peter, he had excellent arguments to
present to the Lord in justification of his position.
But good intentions and sincere arguments can be as
great a hindranee to the Lord as flagrant disobedience.
Yet Paul was a Spirit-filled man, who had yielded his
whole life to Christ. The truth iis that, while his
original consecration formed the basis of his life, it
did not mean that there would never arise another
clash of wills between himself and his Lord. His soul
aflame in intense desire to witness for Christ in Jeru-
salem, he hotly disputed with the Lord, urging his
claims to serve in this way. ‘' Make haste, and get
thee quickly out... ' said the voice from heaven; but
Paul was not willing to yield and pressed his own
earnest convictions that it was best for him to stay
and witness in Jerusalem. In effect he, too, was

saying, “ Lord, not so "'. The answer was peremptory, .

admitting of no further discussion: ‘' Depart! I
will send thee far hence... "’

We are altogether mistaken if we imagine that the
fulness of the Holy Spirit will mean that we shall
always desire and do the Lord’s will automatically.
Unfortunately some take for granted that all their
ideas as to the Lord's work must be right because
they have sincerely yielded all to Him.. True obedience
of the Spirit means something far deeper than that.
It means that our wisest and nost. devoted plans
must_be set aside when the Lord makes His will
known. This is no light thing. It was a costly step
for Peter to go to Caesarea; and it was a heart-breaking
disappointment to Paul not to be allowed to work
among the Jews. But though they both argued, they
both obeyed. This, then, is the law of life in the
Spirit, asserted and confirmed in this double experi-
ence, that there is but one mind and ope will, the
mind and will of Christ. The whole world has reason
{6 thank God that Paul surrendered to the Spirit,
and was sent ‘' far hence to the Gentiles .

OI. UNCONSCIOUS MINISTRY
(Acts v. 15 and Acts xix, 11-12)

A further remarkable experience which both the
apostles had is set forth in the above verses, which
describe " special miracles "' wrought through them.
In Peter’s case the sick were healed by the influence
of his shadow as he passed them in the street; in
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that of Paul the means were handkerchiefs and
aprons which he had used. The implication is the
same in both cases, namely, that_ouite apart from
their conscious_labours there was a beneficenit influ-
ence ministered through them, altogetir without anv
effort_on their part. Soltt'had been with the Master.
To touch but the hem of His garment was to receive a
stream of virtue and healing. The Church is here on
earth te centinue Christ’s ministry, and it is therefore
fitting that a similar truth should obtain in our case ;
and as we walk in the Spirit it does. Peter may feel
that his day has been veld of ineident, but, all un-
knewn te himself, he has left behind grateful seuls who
thank Ged that he ever passed thelf way. Paul may
be eenselous enly of the sweat and tears of his labours,
but the handkerehief which wipes his weary brow and
the apren which serves in his daily tell are emlissaries
of life and healing te needy ones whem he never sees.

There is a sgr}jgjg;\v,\hﬁdh is deliberate and con-
scious : there'is also a ministry of Christ whichjflows

sgontaneouslxﬁ:om lives winich are_truly syiniitiad),

il those concerned realising what is happening.
Peter kept im 1He sumssnoes, ne weellted! im the lightt,
and his shadow cast its healing power on others. Let
the Church walk in the light of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, and the same will be true. Paul toiled on in
lowly and sacrificial service, seeking in all things to
serve the Lord Christ, and from the symbols of his
labours—handkerchiefs and aprons—the needy found
health and blessing. He Who wrought in Peter
wrought also in Paul, and thus signified that He is
willing to work through us also. Every life lived

tﬂgf' in the Spirit sends forth, all unawares, & fisggamt,

health-giving ministry of Christ.

IV. DEATH ANNUWLLED
(Acts ix. 36-43 and Acts xx. 7-12)

A further striking parzlliel in the case of Peter and
Paul is that each is said to have restored life to a dead
person. Doubtless much is left unrecorded of the
actjvities of the two apostles, but that enly makes
more impressive the fact that the Spirit has ehosen
the particular incidents whieh are deseribed.

The spiritual e relates to death breaking
into an order of things which is glorifying Godl, thus
threatening to eclipse the glory. Théfe tWiP cases
speak_io us not of the dead condition of the unsaved,
but of spirituall deadness overtaking the people of
God. It is useless to postulate thal spirittuell desth
ought never to invade the House 6f God ; as useless as
it would have been to blame Eutychus for fallln
from the windew. The fact is that sueh attacks ©
death do occur. The apestles did net waste time in
vain lamentations, but were able, by the pewer of the
Risen Christ, to face and overcome the dark invader.
Well-meaning saints at Joppa meurned the untimely
cessation of a valuable ministry, displaying the gar-
ments whieh Dereas had made, in sad egnfession that
her ““good werks ”’ had new beeere a maiter of past
histery. Hew eften dees a werk of Ged esme thus {8
an untimely end ! Hew eften dlees spiritual death
break in upen & werk ef Ged whieh eupht {8 ge en ;
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in a meeting ; in an individual life ; or in a company
of Chuisttians. Miost of us have nothing better to con-
tribute than the widows of Joppa. We accept death.
We think wistfully of what has been, and weep that
it can be no more. Peter had something better to
offer. He stepped in, in the name of the Lord, to say
that the work must go on ; Tabitha must arise from
her sleep of death and continue her works of mercy.

In.Paul’s case the scene was Troas, and desith's
interruption did not relate to a work of Gad, but to
fellowship. The saints were gathered together around
the Lord's Table, rejoicing in the fellowship and
ministry of the apostolic band, when a deep shadow
was cast over everything, and blessed rejoicing gave
place to trouble and sorrow. There was a breach in
their fellowship. Eutyclhws had fallen to his death.
It seems incredible that Ged should allow such a
catastrophe to arise at the most sacred testimony to
the love and life of His people, yet in a spirituall way
this is a common happening. In a sense it may be
inevitable,"and only es tragic when there is no
Paul to step forward and restore the broken circle.
Instead of the meeting breaking up in an atmosphere
olgloern” arid T, they gativered arouid the Tanse, a
united compeany, * niet & little comforted . Death
will attack fellowship : nothing can prevent it. The
Chureh, however, has. autherity, by* the.same Spirit
Wl;l@ dwelt in Paul, te banish .it.and to restere jeyful
uhity.

Unbelief says, * Tabitha is dead, the work of God
is finished ** : faith says, ** Tabitha arise !...and let
the work of Godl continue **. Spiritual weakness says,
" E has fallen to his*death ; fellowship and
unity are “Befyed ** : ‘the* Spirit of Life answers,
** * His Jife-fisin him "—Jef" s rejoice together at “tire
feast of love *'.

V. RESURRECTION LIFE IN THE BODY OF CHRIST
fActs xii. 1-17 and Acts xiv. 19-20)

We close with a further experience which both the
apostles passed through, which was a personal deliver-
ance from the power of death, made possible by
fellowship in the Body of Christ. Peter was delivered
over to death, but the Church gathered” around him
in earnest intercession, and as a consequence the
ehalns fell off, the iren gate opened of its own accord,
and he was led eut inte liberly. Paul was stened and
left for dead. 1n his ease the saints literallly gathered
areund him, and as they did se the apestle arese,
triumphant ever death, and returned o the eity.

Peter's was no ordimany imprisonment. He was in-
the condemned cell, with the hour of execution fixed.
He had been ** delivered over to death **. Neverthe-
less he did not die. He was liberated into a new
personal testimony to the Risen Christ. Paul had the
sentence of death in himsdlf; smitten down and
crushed, he held no further hope of life or ministry.
But Gedl, Who raiseth the dead, raised him up, to
bear in his own bedy the glerlous testimony: o Resur-
rection Life. 1t was not the indemitable will off the
man but the vietorleus pewer of Christ wiiloh set him
on his feet in the midst off the wondering disciples.
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There is a twexold spirittugl_principle set forth in
these experiences. The first part is thati gpiritual
mini is pp the_hasis of resurrectiom. The servant
of God is as good as dead in himself, being zltogether
without any resource of life or strength on which to
draw. Either God must provide a new life-energy for
its continuance, or else his service is finished for ever.
An utter death is necessary to provide the Lord with
a basis for making him the embodiment of the message
of Chriist's triumphant life.

The _second part is that fellowship jn _thé Brdwnf
Christ is } nch a manifiesttafion pitithe Risen
Life of the Head. Peter did not pray himself out of

prison ; he is not described as making efforts to regain
his liberty, but rather as being in a deep sleep. He
was released in answer to the prayer of the Church.
Paul was not able to hold on to the Lord in prayer,
for he lay unconscious on the ground. He could not
exercise faith at that moment, but he was sur-
rounded by faithful fellow-members of the One Body,
and so entered into a new experience of quickening
from the dead.

In the light of these examples can we too affirm
that ** He Who wrought in Peter...(and in Paul)...
wrought also in me"'? H

The Churcty the Cross, and the Conflict

No. 2 (fzontimmed)
The Church according to Godl's Thought

The Cmoss Removes the Curse of Babel
May I just say a word or two more befare we close ?
The Cross removes the curse of Babel. What is Babel,
or Babylon, which is the full-grown Babel ? Well,
firstof all, it is that principle of man’s saving power as
resident within himself. "Let us build us a tower...
and make us a name "’ (Gen. x{. 4): which was the
re-action, as you well know, to the deluge ; that it
.God decided to drown the world again, they would
have found their own way of salvatien by their
tower unto heaven, and they weuld get abave any:
thing that Ged eould de and be theif ewn savieur.
Neow, blatantly ef eaurse; few peeple wauld talle like
that, But in prineiple that is humat: whieh eemes
Fight dewn te this, that there is sernething in Man's
nature ef virtue, whieh, if it were enly @eveloped,
AuFtured, euliured, weuld result in his ewh emergence,
Ris ewn salvatien, his ewn deliveranee by his ewn
geweﬁ his ewn virtue. That is Babel of Balbkien.
ge this great Babylen that 1 have made | (Daniel iv.
é! . New, Babel and Babylen s the 1" element
ieh ean de semething, fesulting in !%QH? BIBFY.
g end ot all things 8F Han, 6688 ne{g s b
ap ginted destiny, is gigFy. BYt HoW Fede i S
estily |8 %&1 88 says
estiny 1s 8 S :
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You see, Babylon, after all, is the principle which
we see exemplifiect in the beast and the false prophet.
It is something in man himself which can be rested
upon, worked upon, and will result in his own salva-
tion. None of us here would contemplate that
objectively as a proposition : nevertheless, we are
all caught in it. 1 doubt whether there is anyone

here who Iras not fallen in that respect. Have you
never for a moment in your life been found searching
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your own heart to make you happy, contented, at
rest, satisfied, at peace with Gedi, to bring you on to
good terms with the Lord ? You are doing it all the
time. Every time you are miserable about yourself,
that is it!. You see, there are but two alterations, to
be miserable about yourself or joyful in the Lord, and
those who have the greatest reason to be miserable
about themselves are the very people to be most
joyful in the Lord, if only they kmew God's basis of

vation ; for God's basis of salvation is a very
practical one. (Sod's basis of salvation is this : ‘* Yow
are the most'wretched and hopeless creature, and in
%mnnseﬂ you will never be anj:thing else; and I have
ooked upon you through your faith in Son as
though you had never sinned at all *'. That is God's
basis of ‘ssddxadtion. A real apprehension of that should
deliver us those fits of misery about our own condition
into a great restful joy in the Lord, and anvithing that
is not that, beloved, is the curse of Balbel.

God has put a curse upon that whole principle amdi
essence of self-salvation, self-glory. Get into that
realm and you may well be miserable, for you are in
the realm of an active curse.

So the Church takes that up, and when we sing,
* *Tiis the Cinorch trivmmphamtt singing,
Worthy the Lamb ",

do not let us project ourselves into some future date.
Let us get right to that now. .The Church according
to God's mind is the embodiment of this thimg:
that in itself it is the most hopeless thing and yet in
Christ a most glorious thing, full of hope, every
prospect open to it through faith in the Lord Jesus;
and yet at the same time in itself worthless. The
Church is to be that. It is the issue of the Cross.
But then, you see. not only does the Cross remove
the curse of Babel as a principle, but it also deals
with that other phase of the curse of Babel, the,
divisive elements in man's nature. When God came
(comdivdieti dr: froritisage
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continued from back page)
dewn and cursed those builders of the tower, He did
so by confounding their language, and at that moment
they became so many fragrnents not able {or a moment
10 understand cne another, to walk together in agree.
ment. They had mno common basis of {ellowship.
Thev were scattered, confused, disintegrated. Calvary
dcak with that. 1t deals with all the divisive elemens
in man, overcomés them and iranscends them. Of
course, we know that in measure ; but the Church is
1o be the embaodiment of that. Oh well, that is another
thing ! The Church {he embodiment of that, and vet
the Church being what it is on the earth now ! Oh
not just the mystical, the
abstract, the theorctical, but the practical rcahu
rea.ht\' nght now here on the earth. It may be, as
it was in the case of Israel after the captivity, that ‘the
real representation of God’s thought will be bound up
with a remnant. But it is to be there, God would
have it.

Let us bring it home to our own hearts. The Cross
really does mean for vou and me that those things
which naturally and in the flesh in us as His people
would. divide, would lead to misunderstanding, bring-
ing about conflict between us, the Cross is to mean in
our case the removal of those traces of the curse.
They are marks of the curse, and the Cross has io
deal with them, and has to lift you and me on to a
plane where some.thmg greater than that operates,
which transcends that and keeps us together in spite
of all that old background. The marvel of the Cross
is this, that there can be a going on in fellowship ,
in spite, on the one hand, of mucl in the human make.
up, constitution, temperament, disposition, which
makes for great difficulty in poing on together, and,
on the other hand, despite all the direct assaulis of
Satan by all his means to break up that fellowship,
there can be a going on triumphantly and a holding
together 2nd a coming out at the end, the thing not
having been d1=mtegrated It can be; but it wil
only be if the Cross is a reality there. But if it 15,
vou may know that the Cross i is'a reality, it has been
working. If there is disruption and dxsmtec'ratmn
vou may take it that the people have failed in Telation
to the Cross.

I have often thought that the gift of tongues in the
beginning was just one aspect of the triumphant work
of the. Cross over the work of Satan and the curse,

s

I am not asking for it now particularly, but’ it has
sometimes been in my mind that when they all came
into a place where Parthians and Medes and Elamites
and dwellers in Mesopotamia, and so on, all together
heard and understood evervthing in the tongue
wherein each had been born, as though there might
have been butl one language, God through the Cross
of His Son, had sct aside Babel Qorncthmg had
triumphed. Well, we are cantent to Jeave it at that,
Tn the end we shall all speak one language, although
we shall be out of every nation and tribe and kindred
and 1ongue—a heavenly language.

Well now, if that is but a sign—and it is 2 s1gn—
what does it signiiy ? It signifies this, that the Cross
is the secret, the basis, of the Church’s witness, and
the Church is to be the embodiment of that tremend-
ous triumph of the Cross over these disruptive and
divisive elements in the race, in vou and in me. It
han to come down to our rchtmnslups every day.

W the Cross,
tojeLher, and the u1c1.er we will ger_ .D\ﬂr.:.hm,.
which_offend”and divide.” ~"The Thurch, theréfore,
becomes the ouicome of the Cross in this respect.

That is surely enough at the moment. It con.
stitutes a challenge, a verv solemn challenge, to our
hearts. The Lord f.na.ble us to face this cha].lenee of
the Cross in ll its meaning, and to {ace the 1mp11ca-
tions. The Church is somethmg real. Oh yes, it is
very real. Do ask the Lord to make the meaning of
the Church something more than this mystical thing,
this objective, abstract thing. It has t6 come down
here in our everv-day life. You have said that you
“have seen the Church, the Body. You have testified
to it and so on. What are you doing about it 2 Are
vou still living an independent life, still taking vour
OWT Wway, makmg your own plans, unrelated and out

of iel]owshlp, still violating those laws of fellow: ship
and Body life, still a law to xourself ? Well, if that 15
true, and inasmuch as that is true, you do not know
the Cross, let alone the Church. You cannot know the
Church until you know the Cross. You do not know
the Cross;
some way. Oh, if the Cross really does its work in us,
we shall qpontaneou513 come on to Church-ground,
the ground of fellowship, relatedness, co-cperation.
So may the Lord produce practical issues,

T. A-S.
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BELOVED oF GoOD, ' ‘ x4
Once again ] take my pen to share with you the exercise of my heart. It is something clearly recognised
that ** our beloved brother Paul "' put down for the rest of the dispensation, and in concentrated essence, the
full revelation which he had, when he was at length cut off from his many journeyings and scattered personal
ministries. The wisdom and sovereignty of the Lord was thus most definitely behind the final imprisonments of
His servant. While there are no *‘ Pauls '’ among us now, and none of us would think for a moment that we
come into his category, there is a factor contained in the above which does operate and apply so often where
the Lord has servants and vessels related to His purpose, and we are more than well aware of it just now.

Let us consider what evidently happened in the case of this *‘ chosen vessel . At length, after much move-

ment and a very great deal of preaching and teaching over a great area, and after many churches had come
into being as the spontaneous issue of his message, he found himstlf physically limited to one house and room,
and unable to move without a chain upon him. Moreover, he had information that many who owed much—
if not everything—to him spiritually were disaffected toward him, and that many of the churches had turned
from him. It was a depressing situation and might have forced him down into despair. But what really did
happen ? When the earth side of things, with all its time features and human factors seemed to be breaking
down and becoming so disappointing and heart-breaking, the flood gates of the heavenly, eternal, and spiritual
realities were opened. He was forced by the situation to get right back behind time and the earthlies to the
eternal counsels of the Godhead ; to the foreknowledge, the {oreordaining, the predestinating, the eternal
purpose concerning His Son, etc. As he gave himself up to this contemplation and comnritted it 1o parchments
for the churches, it was his own salvation, and has been the priceless possession of the Church through many
many generations. It has also been the salvation of many a hard.pressed and sorely tried servant of Christ
who also has known chains and impriscnment of some kind—spiritual if not literal. My point for the moment
is this: the Lord allows or sovereignly ordains an experience of pressing in, hedding up, cutting off, and
intense spiritual stress which has one inclusive object, but effects various things. :

Much teaching has been given. Now it seems to be {ailing where it has been ministered, and there appears
to be a great deal of contradiction. Its value, and perhaps even its truth seem to be questioned by the incon-
sistencies which appear. This, with much more of the same kind of thing, drives the servant of God down to
his foundations, causes heart-searching as to his motives, tests him as to the faithfulness of God, and in many
ways brings him flat up against his position. This is all very salutary. He will see what the weakness and

defects have been, and can adjust. If his isa true position, he will be confirmed, but it will be without bigotry, .

for he is broken and emptied. When all the incidental matters are dealt with by the fires of his soul-searching
situation, the vltimate intention of the Lord will be reached—a clearer, fuller, and more fruitful revelation.
From the parts he will have come to the whole : from the circumference to the centre : from the incidental to
the cternal : from the passing features to the abiding reality.

May I ask you, Does it not seemn that something like this is happening to-day ? Of course, I cannot
tell how true this is with regard to America, but T know it is very true for many servants and instrumentalities
of God in Europe and the East. For ourselves it is infcnsely true, and speaking personally, T can only sav
that the past four vears have been the most agonising years of my life, in which bottomn seems to have been
touched very many times.
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But what is it unto ? What is the counterpart of Paul's reaction and concentrated message ? I can only
speak in the dawn as yet. Sometimes [rom my window I look out over the mountains and water before day-
break and see those first faint rays of light which creep across the sky long before the sun can be discerned.
1t is like that, but the strong portent of the rays to my own heart is definitely this : 1 believe that thereisa
new movement of God on the necar horizon. It is not a movement which can be put into sectional, depart-
mental, or phasial terms, such as *’ revival ', evangelistic, doctrine, missionary, or reform. But ratherisit a
movement to Christ. 1 am reminded as I write that in the biography of Dr. A. B. Simpson, of the Christian and
Missionary Alliunce, there are two fragments. One writer said of Dr. Simpson that ** he lived before his time ",
Then Dr. Simpson himself said, ** The great movement of to-day, the greatest movement of the Church’s
history is a CHRIST MOVLEMEXNT : a revealing in our day, with a definiteness never before so real, of the
persori of the living Christ us the centre of our spiritual life, the source of our sanctification, the fountain of
our physical life—the Prince-Leader of our work, the glorious coming King .. ."

I link the two statements because it is evident that that ' Movement '’ did not take place in an adequate
way in the life-time of Dr. Simpson, but he saw the vision and ** lived before his time *".” Does not everyihing
point to the necessity and possibility of such a movement coming now ? There is no hope {for the unity of
Christians on this earth until they forsake all other ground than Christ. There—on that ground alone—is the
strength needed by the Church 10 recover her authority and testimony. Oh, everything needed is there ! !
It is a tremendous challenge and test, and may cost much, but its very value involves this. Oh, for a new and
adequate apprehension of the immense significance of Christ Himsel{ ! Let us pray much that this movement
may begin in our hearts, and the hearts of the Lord's people everywhere. Let us ask for the necessary resultant
grace to move {rom all other ground, and for the wisdom to avoid making Christ into a party. Only a new
and mighty vision of Him can do with Christians what it did in Paul's case ; i.e., emancipate from religious
prejudice, suspicion, and fear, as well as from a merely earthly system of Christianity. No man can initiate
such a movement ; it must be by the Holy Spirit : but we can see the need, proclaim it, and urge to pray
that it may quietly but deeply arise in many hearts, Much is breaking down ; much is being suspended. The
war has created conditions both negative and positive which would foster and point to a new place for Christ
Himself ; and the manifest development of Antichrist—the domination of the world by super.men and
eventually man is not the least sign that God’s Christ must come far more to the fore. The peace will bring
greater problems and difficulties than the war has done, and no tradition will be equal o the sitnation. Christ
alone will be sufficient, and the measure of Christ in believers will determine the measure of their endurance and
overcoming. :

\Warmest greetings to you all, in Him,

Yours, that He may fill all things,
T. AUSTIN.SPARKS

From the Wilderness to the Land

No. 3
THE ENTRY INTC IN THE LAND

Respixg : Deut. i 2.3 viid. 2 5 Heb. iil. 19 iv. 1.-

it all unto? God calls it * My rest . Rest, God's
We have been thinking of the distance of difference

between Christ and ourselves. .In virtue of the shed
and sprinkled blood, Israel had been brought out of
Egvpt and made the people of God ; they were the
Lord's redeemed ones. Bur even so a fact existed
which could not be overlooked, ignored or made
light of, a fact which had to be recognised, and {ully
so. That fact was, and is, that even when we are the
Lord’s, in ourselves there is a vast distance of differ-
ence between ourselves as ourselves and Himself.
Eleven days and forty years—not a fixed peried, a
period fixed by God ; that is, not of necessity forty
vears. The distance is determined, not by geography
or time, but entirely by the appropriation of faith,

Entering Into God's Rest
What is the end of the journey, the goal ? What is
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rest; that is the end of the journey, and how soon we
reach the end of the journey entirely depends upon
our apprehension of the meaning of rest, our faith’'s
apprehension of the meaning of rest. You can be out
of Egyvpt and into the end of the journey in no time
where {aith is large enough for it. But ** we see that
they could not enter in because of unbelief . The
end of the journey is alwavs immediately present to
faith. It is not distant. It is nearer or farther accord-
ing to faith.

Faith's Foundation for Entering into God's Rest

But we want to understand what the basis of this
faith is, and therefore what the meaning of God's rest
is. We have said that it is the apprehending of Christ.
This letter to the Hebrews, which brings the journey
and its end so much into view, is entirely given up to
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laving the foundation of faith unto God’s rest.
Chapter by chapter or stage by stage, it presents us
with that {oundation, or those foundations. We might
just look at one or twe of them, but we begin with
the all-inclusive and comprehensive one, the pre-
sentation of Christ at the beginning of the letter.
There the whole background of all 1he rest is presented
to us, the foundation of all thart follows.

(a) God Given to Us in Sonship

It is that Chrisi is God given fo wus in Sonship :
** The express image "', *' the effulgence '*; to use the
words of the prophet, * unto us a son is given *’ (Isa.
ix. 6). Not only “a child is born ™", but ‘' a son is
given "', It is God manifest in the flesh, Christ is God.
Again, referring to the prophet's words, ** His name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Prince of
Peace, Father of Eternity "' or Everlasting Father.
This Son is called that, the Father of Eternity.

What is the valve of that for rest, for faith unto
rest 7 Oh, surely it must appeal to our hearts as being
of supreme and infinite significance. You see what the
Apostle is saying here. In the past the great revela.
tions of God Himsell were mediated through angels.
What mighty and marvellous things were done through
angels! The greatest things in that dispensation
were done through angels., God came to men through
angels. God communicated Himself through angels,
revealed His mind through angels, and exercised His
power through angels. The angels of God were con:
stantly ascending and descending in that dispensa-
tion, to carry on the purpose of God amongst men.
The highest form of God’s manifestation was through
angels.

But here the Apostle says: not unto angels, not
through angels, but better than angels, higher than
angels, Son-wise. God has given Himself in terms of
Sonship. It is a great word of the prophet, = Jehovah
has become my salvation " (Isa. xii. 2). Yes, the
Name, the highest Name of all, Jehovah, the Lord
Jehovah has become my salvation. Not a repre-
sentative of the Lord, not even an angelic repre-
sentative, but Jehovah Himeelf has become my
sajvation. The Lord Himsell has come forth in this
matter of our salvation, and if that is true, well, we
must believe, our faith must go the whole way and
believe either that Jehovah can fail or that He cannot,
that Jehovah can do His work or He cannot, Jehovah
can see this through or He cannot. If Jehovah cannot,
it cannot be seen through. 1t is ultimate, final. It is
no less than the Lord Himself.

That is the significance bound up with this first
presentation in the Jetter to the Hebrews—the efful-
gence of His glory, the express image of His Person.
God in Christ in terms of Sonship (the significance of
which we shall note again in a moment} has come
forth. That is the foundation of evervthing. The
Lord personally, direcily, immediately and absolutely,
has taken this thing in hand. He has not committed
it 1o the hands of angels or men, but has said, ]
Mysell will accomplish this thing, 1 will go down and
doit! ' God was in Christ reconciling the world unto

himself ** (II Cor. v. 19). That is the full foundation
for faith that can lead us into rest, and immediately
the journey is shorter of lunger according to our
appreliensicn of thut ; whether we are able to stand
alongside of the Apostle, even when the gale is
blowing, the storm is as a blast, and say, I believe
God ! (Acts xxvil. 25). I say the journey to rest is
shorter or longer according to our ability to take that
position. If lsrael in the wilderness had taken that
position, it would not have been forty yveuars; but
they did not believe God.

(b) God in Christ our Kinsman

Then vou pass on in this letter and you find that
is broken up, expressed in difierent forms. In the
next place, God is revealed in Christ as having come
to usin kinship. Passing into chapter ii from verse 10,
you know that sublime section about *‘I and the
children whom God huth given me''; I and the
brethren—'' I will declare thy name unto my
brethren '’. Or agein, ** Since then the children are
sharers in flesh and blood, he also himself in like
manner partook of the same.”” And then about the
sons—'* bringing many- sons unto glory, to make the
author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”
Children, brethren, sons: God has come forth in
terms of sonship to bring abont a kinship, to be the
redeeming kinsman Himself. It is God Who isredeem-
ing in Christ. Heirship—'' joint heirs with Christ '
(Rom. viii. 17), and so on. He is redeeming the lost
inheritance, He is the redeeming kinsman. If re-
demption is to be at all, it must be by somebedy Who
Himself has a right to redeem because He is in the
family, and Who Himself can and will make the
family’s condition His responsibility.

The family has lost its inheritance, has lost its all.

‘Somebody has to take responsibility for recovering,

and God in Christ has come down to take responsi-
bility for our lost heritage, to recover it all in terms of
kinship. The Father through the Son has done it.

The point that T want specially to emphasize is that

it is God Who has assuemed this form of a kinsman to_
redeem, and if it is God Who has taken responsibility
for it—and He has—that is the basis of faith unto
rest. :

You see how impossible it vould be, because of the
utterness of the situation, for anyone to enter into
rest and deny God. You cannot enter into rest if
you deny God. We are not dealing with truth, we
are not dealing with doctrine, we are not dealing with
things, we are not dealing even with angels, great as
they are. \We are dealing with God, and here He-is
coming to us in and through His Son in terms of kin-
ship, so that in Christ He is to us our brother, our
brother to redeem, taking responsibility. Usually
even in earthly families, the elder brother is Jooked
up to and trusted. So olten he is the most wonderful
person in the family {or the rest of the {amily. There
1s nothing he cannot do. It is not alwavs so, but so
often it is. That is the idea brought in here. It is a
family of sons that God has constituted, with the
eldest Son, Who waus able and willing to take {ull
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responsibility for the family's title, the family's
heritage, the family’s destiny, the faum]ys honour,
and to secure it all in Himself. That is what is bein
said here. He has done that.. What could we do
Nothing r But He has done it, and faith apprehending
that can enter into rest, G@dl s rest.

(c) Godl in Christ His Owm Priest

But then we pass on and find the next phase, God
in Christ becoming His own priest. Priests have
failed, failed to carry things through to finality.
They "all failed, they made nothing perfect—that is
the argument here. So God Himself became His own
priest. 1t is Ged In Chiist in priestly activity carrying
eut all the funetions of priesthood, and the functions
o1 priesthood are just to satisfy Ged in all His require-
fAents. This is where the subtle faselnatien and
attraetien and pewer ef Refne lurks. The Remaf
system i§ Built upen the idea of priestheed. The
priest stands between you and Gedl, and stands for
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We ﬁnd it such a difficult lesson to learn, just what
the High Priestly function and ministry of our Lord
Jesus is. ** Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for us ' (Heb. vii. 25). You netice what the Apostle
says about His being able to sympathize beeause He
Himself has been here, been where we are, been alen
our road, knows all about it, been tempted ih a
Eeiﬂts as we are, altheugh witheut sin. He has been

ere and He s a sympathetie High Priest, He under-
stands it all. He Is not a strangef, and He ever liveth
to malke intereession in perfeet sympathy, and He is
there taking respensibility for us befere Gedl. 1s net
that a greund of rest ? Ought we fiet te be at the
j@ufﬂ%.@ end fmueh mere guiekdy if enly faith eeuld
?fé@ﬁ at. Apart frem faith, we"ahall ADthe dime the

Fying te put eumlveg Fight With Ged and be stuek
en the read, going round In the wilderness. PF6§f8§§
waits upen faith's apprehensien of this tiling.
the respensibility fer yeur salvation and sanet! eaneﬂ
upen the One Whe Has taken that respensibility.
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saved from an evil conscience. How ?} Througjh faith
(Heb. x. 22). Not cleansing our own consciences, but
by faith in Him. God has come in the Person of His
Son to be the priest that He requires, that is, to satisfy
Himself.

(@) Godl in Christ His OwnYSacrifice

What is true of the priesthood is next shown to be
true of the sacrifice. ** Sacrifice and offering thou;
wouldest not, but a body didst thou prepare for me ;
in whole burmt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou
hadst no pleasure. Then said 1, Lo. 1 am come
(Heb. x. §-7). Geod in Christ has come to be His own
sacrifice. Youw notice a whole section is given up to
pointing out the futility and weakness and failure of
the sacrifices of the Jewish system, how they broke
down and came shorf, and how it was not pessible
that the bloed of bulls and of goats sheuld take away
sin. Buf then, after the milllons and millions ol
sacrifices offered on Jewish altars, one sacrifice, one
for ever, did the work, and Ged previded Himself the
sacrifice. In His Son He became His ewn sacrifice ;
and what more perfect than that » That is final
surely ; one effering fer ever. This is the basis ef
rest, His ewn saerifice enee fer all.

The Journey Longer or Shorter Accordimg to Faith's
priation

We cannot take all the aspects of this revelation,
of this unfolding of the ground of rest, but what 1
want you to see is this, that this was all jmesent in
type in the wilderness for forty years. It was all there
in type, and yet they went on for forty years. It was
there very earlly in*their wilderness history, and it
only faith had grasped the significance of what was
present at that moment, the forty years would have
been cut down to perhaps eleven days ; eleven days’
straight journey if faith had grasped what was present
all the time.

What I want to emphasize is this, that you and 1
are not of necessity bound to make a long journey
and go over years in this matter. It entirely depends
upon our appropuittion of what is here to-day whether
we enter into rest. The end of the journey is here now,
It was there all the time. Those types that they had
of Christ were the end of the jouriey in spifltual
essence and value. There is nothing more at the end
of the forty years. When the}’ go over into the land
there was nothing more, it was still the same basis.
God has not to do anything further, has not to de
anything ; it is all there right at the beginning. We
can come into rest now if we take hold of what Ged
has given us now.

The Power of a People, in Rest

But oh, how important it is that you and 1 should
seek to exercise this faith ; because you can see quite
well that it was not just a matter of entering into a
spiritual state of blessing and enjoyment for therm:
selves. Their very vocation hung upon their being in
rest. The object of their calling and election was at
stake. All Ged's purposes in them were bound up
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with their entering into rest. They were incflective
and uniruitful until they were in rest. They were
defeated and weak until they were in rest, but when
they went over into what typified God's rest, they
were mightily effective. You sec what can happen
by a people in rest. See Jericho's mighty walls going
down by a people in rest. Theyv march round the
wall, just going round once, and that is the day’'s
work ; and again to.morrow ; not very hard work,
I do not know how long it took them 1o march round ;
a good healthy walk, quietly walking round once a
day for a week. It was more strenuous on the seventh
day, seven times round. And how much energy it

takes to shout, I do not know, That was the way; a °

people in rest in type, and down came Jericho. And
as they went on the seven nations mightier than they
came down one after another because typically they
were a people in rest, '

And do you know that one of the great strategies of
the Devil, in order to hold his own against us, is to get
us into unrest. One of the great trivmphs of Satan
against the Church is to get it robbed of its rest, jts
quiet assurance. Satan can do little against a people
in assurance, in rest. He can do anything with people
who are not sure, not certain, distracted, restless,
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fret{ul, anxious, questioning, doubting. You have no
power against him when_you are like that, alwavs in
the unrest of uncertainty of a to-morrow that never
comes, a {uture that never arrives to kecp us {rom
rest to.day. I do feel that you and I must seek very
much to enter every day with a very fervent prayer
that that day in itsclf shall be in the rest of God, so
far as our hearts are concerned. Whatever it may
hold, whutever storms, in our hearts we are quietly
at rest with God, being still and knowing that He is
God. There is a tremendous power in that, There
is no power_in a {retful lile, there is no strength where -
there is doubt, but there is a mighty power where..
there if'a quiet confidence in God; and that is the

poifit. Satan would postpone thaf and keep us going

round in. this everlasting circle, a wilderness state,

because it is to his gain, and 10 our Joss ; it is to the

defeat of the Lord in His purpose. '* They could not

enter in because of unbehief.”

Now may the Lord at least lay emphasis in our
hearts upon the necessity for giving diligence to enter
His rest for every purpose of His glory. Above all
things may we seek the rest of faith, because of its
tremendous potency against the enemy and in the
realization of God's purpose. T.A.S-

The Cross, The Church and the Conflict (‘@_

No. 3.
THE CONFLICT

We shall, by the Lord’s enabling, go on with our
consideration of the Church, the Cross, and the
Spiritual Conflict. ,

So far we have been occupied with the Cross and
the Church ; in the first place seeing that the Cross,

in the mind and purpose of God, is intended to Jead,

immediately and directly to the Church. Just as the
altar at the door of the court of the tabernacle in the
wilderness stood right in direct line with the sanc-
tuary, and led to it—the priestly ministry commenced
at that altar, and then passed on right into the sanc-
tuary and found its consumration 1n the Most Holy
Place—so the Cross of the Lord Jesus stands there as
the very gateway into the House of God, and is

. intended to lead the people of God straight through

into the corporate life in union with Christ. ‘And so
also in the temple, the altar is that which leads into
the house ; and in the rebuilding of the temple by the
remnant back {rom the captivity, the first thing was
the setting of the altar into its place, and then the
laying of the foundation of the Lord’s house, and the
building of it. So it is in the mind of God always,
that the Cross carries with it the House, and lcads to
it, and any kind of Gospel which ends with the Cross
as a thing in itself and does not carry through to a
living expression of the House of God, the Church, is
a Gospel which has failed of its main purpose in God's
mind. Well, we have been emphasizing that consider-
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ably, but the reiteration of it may be useful, for the
Lord to revive and perhaps make clear in a new way
what it is He is seeking.

Then we have gone on to see that when the Church
really does come in, it becomes the great practical
Gospel or demonstration of the meaning of the Cross,
because it embodies and shows {orth all'that Calvary
was intended to mean. God's preaching is not just a
preaching in words, the proclaiming of the Gospel is
not only the enunciation of truths ; it is the practical
living expression of that in a people. Otherwise
angels could have preackd the Gospel ; anybody
could preach it. The Lord has bound up a revelation
ol Himself with a people who are the living embodi-
ment of that revelation, and that is the function and
nature of the Church. _

Well now, we move on a little in regard {o the third
thing, namely, the conflict. The Cross and the Church -
being bound together in great Divine meaning explain
the conflict. From that very fact conflict results; it.
just springs up. The Church embodying the meaning
of Calvary is the occasion of the conflict, and where
there is 4 real apprehension of the full meaning of the
Cross and a practical expression of it in a people,
there vou have conflict in its most intense and per-
sistent form. To sav that in other words, the measure
of the living corporate embodiment and expression
of the meaning of Calvary is the measure of spiritual
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warfare. The more there is of the living apprehension
of the Crross and the more there is of a living expression
of God's thought about the Church, the more there
will be of spiritual conflict, the more the antagonism
and hatred,of the powers of evil will be manifested,
expressed, demonstrated.

The Supreme Objeecit of the Cross and the Church
Now in this matter of the conflict, we should begin
by reminding ourselves that the Crass and the Church
have one supreme object in view. It is always helpful
to be able to reduce great things to concrete and
direct implications. The Cross is a great thing, a
comprehensive thing. The Church too is a great and
a comprehensive thing. We could talk about the
Cross all our lives, and be moving round to different
angles and aspects all the time. Who will ever be
able to exhaust the meaning of the Cyoss of the Lord
Jesus ? We can talk about the Church in the same
way and go on indefinitely covering new ground in
relation te the Church. 1t is always beyond us, there
is always more ; and yet, when all has been said that
ever will be said abeut the Chureh and the Cross, the
whele thing ean be_gathered Into one guite simple

and direet meaning. 1t focuses iifin orA_thing, and:

1} miey The Cross.in all its fulness of smeaning,
q:"grl‘lw@u.iﬁgll‘.m—hm.mxg ity, Diviné signineangii have
£ in visvr

@relobjeet in vi¥W nltimately, and that object is the
absolute Lordship of Jesus Christ. Say what you like
aoouf the Cross, say what you can about the Cross,
it all cornes back to that. Itsifualjpoint is.the Lord-
ship of T 6t jin fwmmess-andlnnalitv. The Cross
I e@RCRsmse ol jitsmesning and application comes
tpmnt eventually.

The question raised all the time 63* the Cruss is,
Yes, but how does it work out in the dethronement of
every other authority within and without the life of
the child of Godl, and the enthronement of the Lord
Jesus in utterness as Lord ? That is the question all
the time. We are not dealing with things in relation
to the Cyoss. There may be many things incidental,
but they are not ends in themselves. There are things
in us, all sorts of things in us, and those things have
to be met by the Cross, and the Cross has to be
applied to them ; but never let us think that the
business of the Holy Spirit with the Cross is just to
deal with these things as though they were the end
that the Lord was seeking. No, in dealing with the
things, the Lord has an object in view all the time,
and it is toward that object that He is dealing with
every detail, and that object is the absolute Lordship
of Jesus Chmist.

And so it is with the Church. Oln, how many things
there are about the Church which axe wonderful and
glorious to contemplate ; its nature, its function, its
vocation, and so on. But none of these things in the
mind of God is an end in itself. The Church ultimately
exists for one thing only, and that is this sovereign,
Headship of the Lord Jesus. Everyvthing) that we
have to say about one another, about related life,
about fellowship, about corporate expression, about
functioning, and all the other things to do with the
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Church, they are only on the way to this other thing,
that the Lordship of Christ, His sovereign Headship
over all things to the Church, might be in expression.
There is one thing central to this universe in God's
thought into which everything else is gathered, and
that is the Lordship of His Son_Whon He made
heir of all things, through Whom also He "made
the ages.

The Focal Point of All Saizmic Oppusition

Well, if that is true, we are well on the way to
understanding the conflict ; because the Lordship of
Christ is the one focal point of all Satanic challenge
and opposition. Never let us think that the antagon-
ism of Satan relates to mere details, mere incidents,
relates to us or to things. No, Satan has a compre-
hensive view of the situation. He is able to take in
the whole range of things, and to see the significance
of details, and if he focuses upon any detail, as he
does, it is only with his far view, his whole view, that
he does it. The end that he is after through every-
thing is this matter of the Lordship of Jesus Chiist.
Yes, he may focus a good deal of attention ugefi a
relatienship, upon two believers whe are brought te-
gether, who have to live together, and he may bring a
great ameunt of power and stress and eunning to bear
upen these related lives in order to divide them. De
you think he is interested in dividing peeple as sueh,
and that, when he has done that, he will be satisfied
beeauge that Is done ? Never ! That Is net his ebjeet
at all. 1n maldng that divislen, he has semethin
very, fiueh bigger in view, and that is the Lerdship e
Jesus Christ. And se eur relatienships as just twe
Feedple_ earry with them the preat significance of the
erdship ef Satan er the Lerdship of Chiist, and any-
ﬁ;ig? between just twe sifaple ehildren of Gl reasslives
itself inte e less a matter than the ultimate thing in
Ged's universe. The ultifate thiig@ig
;{Vﬁh just twe simple ehildren of
fves.

And what is true in that, is true in a counmtless
number of things which in themselves may seem to be
very insignificant and hardlly worth taking account
of. How petty many things seem, how paltry ! You
almost blush to talk about them as things, they are so
silly, and yet somehow or other Satan is most inter-
ested in them. But do you think that Satan is petty
or paltry in that sense, just wanting to make a Jot of
silly’ mischief here and there ? Oh no, we give him
credit for something more than that. His kingdom is
at stake, and in all these silly little matters, so absurd
and ridiculous, there is bound up this mighty issue
of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Thus in all these matters, the Cross has to have a
very deep place ; in our relationships, in the twos
and the threes, and the little circles, so that Satan
docs not get in and secure a foothold to destroy this
expression of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The Cross
has to be there. The Cross carries with it, not just the
dealing with failure, little things in the lives of God's
people : the Cross carmies with it the immense issue
of the Lordship of God’'s Son.

ay Be beund up
ih their related
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The Church', therefore, 1akes up that meaning of  of evil is a thing which is altogether foreign to that §
the Cross andistobea company of the Lord's people * which is called * the Church ' herc in this world. g
on this earth which represents the overthrow of = They do not have any fighls, any battles, any warfare, )
Satan's power, in his destruction of oncness, fellow.' It is something outside their ken. Why ? They have%‘
ship, relatedness, co-operation, and this bringing into . got no impact of a living knowledge of the Cross.¥
view of the absolute Lordship and sovereign Headship © The Crosswi em is-a-sterw;-a-history, a2.ductrine &
of Jesus Christ. The Church is for that. This is the . a Treed. not-a-mighty inwrought reality and power.f:
question. bound up with the Cross and with the %rglr_ng[umL_Li.L_becqme;}___t_bat, they. will know_thei
Church, namely, Christ's Lordship, and Satan is fight. Satan doesnor trouble schere there is no li\'i—ngs
interested in the Lord's people only in so far as thisz working o] the Cross,_ That is not the Church, You.
ultimate thing is being really aflecied. i camnot have a church withoyt the Cross, and yon}

. 1!'

You see, you can have what is called ** the Church ”,’F cannot have the Cross without a livj

and what are called " the churches "', with no know- ¥ which provokes the powers of evil.” Thdt is the Cross
ledge whatever of this spiritual warfare. This real I’ atcorditig To God's mind. (fo be conlinued) %,
spiritual conflict in the heavenlies against the forces = ~— o T.AS.,

The Representation of the Invisible God

No. 3 (continued)
Representation by the Holy Spirit

The New Testament is just full of this work of the perhaps a little more, and then the Holy Ghost said,
Holy Spirit acting sovereignly to precipitate sitvations ‘‘ Separate me Barpabas and Saul for the work
in which a new knowing of the Lord becomes indis- whereunto I have called them " (Acts xiii. 2). The
pensable to life, to very existence, and when that is Holy Spirit is holding this matter of their life-work
brought about the way is open for the Lord to reveal in His hands as sovereign. They cannot decide when
Himself, and to come in in some new way ; and that to take it up, even thdugh they may know in their,
is the enlargement of representation. The Holy hearts quite definitely what their life-work is.
‘Spirit, in His sovereignty, holds us to His step by Then, as they go, they are not allowed to sit down
step method ; He never acts mechanically, He acts and draw up a line of action, a scheme, 2 plan, a time-
only in life. So you see, in the book of the Acts, the table. They go under the sovereignty of the Spirit.
Acts of the Holy Spirit, He always kept the Lord’s They reach a certain point and Paul thinks one day
servants at very short commons in the matter of what of Ephesus, and his natural mind consecrated to the
He was going to do. He never put the sovereignty Lord gets to work. Ephesus is a great city, a very
into their hands, He always retained it in His own influential city. If only he can get to Ephesus and get
hands. In the Book of the Acts you cannot have a the Church planted there, get things going there, it
missionary programme ; there Is no programme will be a tremendous thing! Yes, 1 think for the
there. Men, of course, now have resolved the New Lord’s sake, we ought to go to Ephesus! But they
Testament into a missionary programme, though in  were not suffered of the Holv Ghost to ‘preach the
fact it was not one. Would to God we could get back Word in Asia. Well, Bithynia is a good place, a very
behind programmes, back to the point where the important place, and it presents a great door of
sovereignty is in the hands of the Haly Spirit entirely. opportunity : we had better go to Bithwvnia! No,

the Holv Ghost suffered them not to go to Bithynia ;
The Holy Spirit Directing Service and while they tarried, fot suffered of the Holy

That is seen in the choice and sending out of the Ghost to preach the Word in Asia or Bithvnia, a
representatives of Christ. You see it in Antioch ; vision appeared to Paul in the night, 2 man of Mace-
Paunl and Barnabas are there, and for a whole vear donia, and Europe is indicated first. Ephesus and
men with whom a great destiny is bound up by fore.  Bithyvnia will come in the order of the Spirit, in the
ordination must be there under God's hand, and await  Spirit's sovereign time, and the sovereign time of the
God's time. Especially was this the case with Paul, Spirit is not yvet in that direction. The sovereign time
known of God {from all eternity as the man for a of the Spirit is just now in this other direction,
tremendous mission. But ewven so, and although Europe, Philippi {(Acts xvi. 6-10).
apprised by the Lord from heaven of his mission right
from the beginning—'' To this end have I appeared  Fruitiulness Vitally Related to the Spirit's Sovereignty
unto thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness ™' Now all this is onlv taking little fragments out to
(Acts xxvi. 10)—he cannot take the sovereignty of indicate and emphasise this, that the Holy Spirit
lis missionary calling into his own hands and work it coming into a vesscl comes in terms of absolute
out. He must get into that company at Antioch, that  Divince sovercignty to take the rule of our lives out of
representation of the Bodv, and wait for the Holy our hands, and that is why the Holy Spirit can never
Ghost. He waits twelve months there at Antioch, come and do His work until you have been to Jordan,
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Until the Cross is a fact, an accomplished fact, there

can be no sovereign government of the Holy Spiriit,

carrying all the Divine programme ; for the Cruss
means the deposing, not only of the sinful body of the
flesh, but of the natural man. Paul is as consecrated
to God, to Chrisi, as ever a man has ever been on this
earth, with one exceptiomk and yet even Paul with his
utter eonsecration to the Lord cannot assume this
fissionary programme and follow it out himself. He
has to be a bondslave of Jesus Christ, he has to be
under the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit, he has to
recognise when the Spirit suffers not. There would
have been, and there would be to-day, a very great
deal more fruitfulness, if the Church were governed
in this same way. What has happened is that Mark
xvi. 3§—" Go ye into all the world “—has become a
missionary programme that anybody may adopt at
will. All you have to do is to get saved, and adopt
that, and go into all the world and pfeﬂch the Gospel.
Well God forbid that I should dns?afage anything in
the way of preaching the Gegmdl: that is not the
point. But what about the effect of it all eompar-
atively after two thousand years ? Half the world is
fiot touehed yet after two thousand years. Look at
the difference between the few Apestolie years, with
the range then eevered and the impaet registered, and
all the eenturies whieh have fellowed.

Is not that an argument for this one thing, that
you cannot adopt the missionary manifesto and com-
mission and go and work it out $ounselff; that this
isa Holy Spirit business ; and while what 1 am saying
may seem to be the negatme side, T want it to be the
positive. When the Holy Spirit gets hold of the
situation, He will do it, but He has to be sovereign.

The Cross therefore clears the way for the sover-
eignty of the Holy Spirit, and the Cross means that
even consecrated natural minds have to have some-
thing more than their own consecration as the govern-
ing factor. So many say or think, If only I am conse-
crated to the Lord, then I ought to do anj-thing that
comes into my head that 1 think would serve the
Lord ! Oh no, that may be zeal, but not according to
knowledge ; and that may be waste.

The Sovereignty of the Holy Spirit in Relation to His
Perfect Knowledge

Now let us not go round the thing any more, but
just strike the heart of it. 1t is this : the* Holy Spirit
demands absolute sovereign rights in our life, and to
take the_ sovereignty right out of our own handis;
an@'that’ of course, progressively. However much we
may know, we do not know all that is in the mind of
the Spirit, for the Holy Spirit never grows. The
Holy Spirit of God never has grown, He never does
grow, His mind does not enlarge. You never think
of the mind of God enlarging, you never think of
God growing. 1 say that reverently. The Holy Spirit
never gets any new knewledge. From the very begin-
ning, the Holy Spirit has all the knowledge that ean
ever be had, His knowledge is peifeet.

That is the significance of that wonderful word in
the book of the Revelation, where everything is con-
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summated and brought to its full end : * Saith he
that hath the seven Spiritts of God ** (Rev. iii. 1.).
It is a ngurative or symbolic term which means, He
that hath perfect knowledge, the perfection of
spiritual knowledge. He has that from the beginning,
and 1 say again, the Holy Spirit has never acquired
one fragment of new knowledge as He has gone on ;
He has had it all from the beginning. When He came
He had as complete a knowledge of things as ever He
will have. The Spiritt’s knowledge is absolutely final,
but for ourselves what we do not know ? At most
we know but a mere fragment of what the Holy
Spirit knows and means. That means that we are
going to get a gfeet deal more knowledge as we go
on. We can only get that inerease of knowledge as
we are prepared to learn things all over again, all
anew. You see what 1 mean. There Is ne hope what-
ever unless the Holy Spirit ean in severelgnty just
show us that we knew nething, and that we have
everything te learn, and that His knewledge is infinite
and ‘will always be miles ahead of us, and therefore
adjustrent en euf Hpﬁft will be neeessary again and
agaln and again. Have yeu eere te a fixed pesitien

abeut truth, abeut light, aBeut the ways ef Ged,
abeut the Find of the Lerd, aBaut what you eught 18
de and eught net te &g, and What yeu aFe never
geing te d8 7 Have veu eore te 2 fixed place 7 1f 88,

you have shut the deer en the Hely © Ng one
Whe Believes in the Hely SpiFit eould ever gssiBly
say, 1 shall never g0 that ! Beter said that. Nethin

eommen oF unelean Ras ever passed MV 11 s, af
pever will! That was his pesliien, Bui the sever:
eigﬁw of the Hely SpiFit §H wed that €¥€F¥{Hiﬂ gf

; ege iﬂ hi? 9§He§m htng ugeﬁ he f
he abandened that g gsition - ahd he esuld
ote Seripture for gsition, 180 ¢ 1t &oes pet
atter. gt {he remafkanie things about the New
Teﬁamem 1& the umeaisee fBF i E@F retatigns it

ives fe g Tesiament : wenelsF the
ews 2hd the Judaizers wﬂe ?leg ed ?au gverwhere
weuld sav. This man reads 2 Iet inte the Olg! Testa:

fent that i HBE EH@F@ this M2A 1s puiting construe:

mas 4p en the ©lg T emsm that it wiil Ret Bear,
has {a A su{ g Eéi Testament é%v:@f 115

that is neH efsé 8ok af w a{ Baul says abgyt ©
tamsm E3RRBE S8 {ms&m

ﬂ in éﬂs
he 15 H§lﬂ
ESH§H¢HE iBH Sh H ﬁi Was

%sw Testa

gi.etamsﬂ aggd {m B §§i
FRean {E éﬂ%% 1t s swa
SF {nary t m Bw 1R the Pﬂgem ¢ Mg i
VR & meaning yeu esuld never Hhd witheut the
8\ Testament: “The Hely Spifit knows what He
freans, and He means 2 preat deal mere than ever
FRER Have Yet seeh. THE VeF¥ SEH Jame %eu quete may
fARan MmBre tR3A 6ver ¥8H interd {8 mean,
think RIS I8 enBugA 18 shew veu hew neeessary it 1§
for ys {8 be in @gﬁsmen whefe we sre really gpen 8
the LSFQ ahd really 4nder the Hely Spiritt's gavern:
ment, ready g et g8 SuF mest eherished pesitien,
if the Hely SpiFit iﬁ‘&’i@ﬁ% that is the way. Te sy
that, is pet {0 sav WE are te be uRstable shd earried
abeut by everv wind 6f destrine and sleight of men,




e — — ——

R TR ey TA L

[ -

el

3. mow, namely, this need for the Holy

Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 22 - Searchable

or that we are just going to follow an\';hing that
comes along. '

I do not think the Holy Spirit ever denies Himsell.
What the Holy Spirit has said at one time, He is not
going to contradict at another. But what may seem

contradiction may be in this {form, namely, that the:

Holy Spirit, transcends what He has already said.
Just as a miracle is not necessarily a violation of
natural lJaw, but a transcending .of natural law, so
the Holy Spirit will not contradict or violate anything
He has said before, but He will transcend it and,
when He does transcend, it may look like a contradic.
tion. It may be you will be able to say, I am quite
sure the Lord Jed me at a certain time and in a certain
direction, but He has led me right awayv from that
now ! That is not necessarily a contradiction, that is a
transcending, 2 moving on. At that time you could
not have gone the {urther step, He could onh get
you that far then. But in His own mind that was
only a step which was to Jead to another, and vet
another, and vou leave a lot behind in such a process.
But oh, the point is that the Holy Spirit shall be able
to do what He is after.

Even in the case of the Lord Jesus, it was like that.
His was a sinless nature and a sinless natural mind,
but He would not useé it apart from the Father, and
if One with a sinless natural mind will not use it in.
dependently, what about us? How much more
necessary it is for the Holy Spirit to be sovereign in
our case. Everything of power lies in that direction.
‘" Ye shall receive power, the Holy Spirit coming

.upon vou "' {Actsi. 8).

The Menace of the Natural Mind
Ithink we can leave it with this one simple emphasis
pirit to be
sovereign. He must. There are good people, godly
people, who do not see, and who will not agree, and
the problem arises: Oh, they are podly, they are
consecrated, they have lived for God for many years,
and vet theyv are so opposed to certain things which

seern to be so evidently the mind of the Spiritl ; and
they would deny that. YWhat is the explanation ?

Well, there may be several explanations, but I suggest

that this is one possible explanation in a great many
cases, namely, that the natural mind has never known
the Cross ; ves, the consecrated natural mind. 1 am
not talking about the wicked natural mind. The
consecrated natural mind has never known the Cross.
Qur own mind is still our mind, it is our judgment,
even after we are saved. YWhat we have said about
Paul and Ephesus and Bithynia, and other cases, is
true of all the most consecrated people. Thev still
have a mind which they can follow which is not the
mind of the Spirit. The mind of the Spirit is acting
in another way from their mind. They would go this
way for the Lord, Oh, so devoted to the Lord, it is all
in the Lord's interests ; they would go that way, but
the Spirit is taking another course, Upon what does
the whole issue rest at such a time ? Upon whether
the Cross has been planted sufficiently deeply in that
life as to take the sovereignty of mind out of its hands,
so that the mind of the Spirit can be sovereign. That
is a very important thing. Are vou quite sure that the
sovereignty of mind has been taken out of your hands
into the hands of the Holy Spirit, and that it is the
sovereign mind of the Holy Spirit that is governing,
and that it is not merely the case that you are sure of
yourself, quite fixed and final in your own conviction
about a thing, and that your own strength of mind
and will, your reason, back of it all has fixed you
there? You may be a most devoted child of God, and
yet it can be like that with you. It is a terrible possi-
bility for the Spirit not to be sovereign in a most
devoted child of God, for their own minds still to be
sovereign. There is no way through there; that is
deadlock, that is a closed door. If we are going to be
here in that growing representation of the Lord, we
have to be on the same basis as the Lord was on.
That is to say, {from the first to the last it is the Spirit
VWho is to be sovereign, and that by the power of the
Cross. T.A-S.

Our Acceptance in Christ

Reabing: 1 Cor. i. 30; Rom. viil. 1; Eph. 1. 6; '

Col. ii. 10.

Is it not well for us sometimes to go around to the
God-ward side of the covenant, and {rom much and
bitter self-condemnation, enter into God's judgment
of us as it is in Christ ? Faith has its appointed rest
as well as its prescribed labor, when from the week-
day toil and conflict of working out our own salvation,
we may enter into our chamber of peace in the Lord,
and shutting our doors about us say, " Return unto

2. thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully

with thee,—so bountilully, if we remember it, that

in our destitution of any satisfying righteousness,:

Christ is of God "‘made unto us rightcousness," and

. in our emptiness of all good, "of His {ullness have all

we received, and grace for grace.”
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Many will warn us of the peril of slothfulness and
vein confidence arising from such a doctrine ; and
we oh our part must warn such of the danger alike
of a feeble faith and futile works arising from an
unestablished assurance. If faith has no standing
ground except what it wins for itsel{ ; no stronghold
except what it is enabled to build from time to time
by its own endeavours, it can have very little cornfort,
and can make but few conquests. And God has not
ordained the matter thus. He has put a greater
attainment behind us, than the most ardent disciple

dares to place immediately before himsell, even

completeness in the Lord Jesus, - - ----- -
And so from every {resh manifestation of our self-
incompleteness, we may retreat under cover to this
gracious assurance, "’ Ye are complete in Him."" We
(concl:ded on fronl page
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may sink into Chmist when we cannot rise to Him,
And thus we shall be made strong and vnctonous
through apparent defeat, as again and again—

* The steps of Faiitth
= Fall on the seermng void and find
The Rock benestth. **
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Is not the occasion of much of our distrust and
darkness to be found in the fact that we estimate
ourselves by ourselves, * according to the measure of
a mam,” instead of accordimg to the measure of
Christ ? He is the true exponent of our standing
before Godl. ** As He is, so are we in this world."
He holds us in Himself, and presents us to the eye
of the Father, bright in the shining vestments of His
own nghteousness and rich with the dowry of His

blood-bought merit. He is not a mediator of one but
of two. He not only represents God to us in His own
being, * the bnghtness of His glory and the express
image of His persam,* but He represents us to God.
We see God in Christ. God sees us in Christ. God
was in Christ the world unto Himself.
We in Christ are reconciled unto Godl. Never can we
pray, “ O Lord, 1ook Thou upon me;; preserve my
soul, for I am holy."” More and more shall we learn
to take up and urge, with all the energy of a self-
ignoring faith, the cry, ** Behold, O Geod, our Shield,
and look upon the face of thine Anomted * And the
evenness of our joy and the stability of our hope
depend upon our keeping our gaze fixed immovably
upon that one Blessed Object upon which the Father’s
gaze is always fixed.

If we measure our hope solely by the clearness with
which Chwist's likeness is reflected in our own char-
acter and experience, we can find little comfort.
For our life is at best but a dim and distorted mirror
that can neither hold nor reflect any perfect *image.
I, forgetting ourselves, we delight enly in looking
unto Jesus and tracing the lineaments of His divine
countenance, we shall not onl}: be ever growing into
the same image from glory to glory till we are sancti-
fied; but remembering that God contemplates us
even now in that image, we shall be able to rejoice
as those that are alreadlv justified.

(Extract from ** In Christ ** bv Dr. A. J. Gorddon))
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