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The Candllestiick of Pure Gold

ReEapmves : Exodus xxv. 31, 36 ;
Revelation iii. 188.
1 Peteri. 7;;
Revelation xxi.

Tars candlestick referred to in chapter xxv.
of Exodus was to have its place in the holy part
of the tabernacle, the Holy Place. We under-
stand that the Holy Place was the place of
heavenly represemtation, as here in this world.
The Mozt Holy Place was heaven in significa-
tion. *“For Christ entered not into a holy
place made with hands, like in pattern to the
true ; but into heaven itself. . ..” (Heb. ix. 24),
not into the similitude of heavenly things, but
into the heavenly things themselves. So that
the veil of His fleslh marks the point between
earth angd };ea\gm, alx;d lthat( le ge gtil’ IElhh‘igs
represented by the Holy Place (although there is
no veil now) speaks to us of the place of the
represandation of heavenly things.

Buit even here, amlly the consecristed can see and
know. Though there may be but a representa-
tion, amdl not utterly, and ultimately, andl intrin-
sically the things themselves, even in the matter
of the represemiatiion. of heavenly things, the
understanding, the knowledge, is confined to
those who are consecrated, as In the case of the
priests of the tabernacle.

A Vessel of Testimony

The centremost thing, then, in this place of
I ion was, and is, a vessel or instru-
ment of testimony, in the light of which living
testimony all else is made living and clear,
without which living testimony the other things
are dark.

The Character of the Vessel

Inasmuch as re ity is com”
nected with the mstmmmtspo:)?ﬂlgiehsts%I of that
testimony, its characier must come in for very
special notice and consideration. It is the
character of the candlestick which is par-
tieularly spoken of, and referred to with such
clear eibphasis. There will have to be very
special attention given to that whieh is te earry

the r ibiility of illuminating and making to
live those other features of the expression of
heavenly things here on the earth. When the
question of its characier comes into view, there
is one thing which natursllky governs all, and
that is its meetness for such use. If that is its
great responsibility and vocation, then its
character relstes to its fitness for so great a
purpose.
Thus we see that it has'to be pmarticularly
constituted after the likeness of Himn Whose
glories it is intended to reveal. Withim that
realm of heavenly represemtation, there will have
to be a display of heavenly glories and values
andl meanings, all of which are dependent upon
this vessel of testimony. It will be as all these
other things fall under the rays of light from
that living testimony that it will reveal their
meaning, and theif value: otherwise they
besome 6F Femain dead and dark things.
The indication, therefore, seems to be that it
is only as the Lord has a living testimony in a
suitable vessel and instrumemnt that the things
of the Lord can become living and flanningy mnd!
full of meaning and value to the Lord’s people.
There are many things in relation to the Lord
which have not been a%?fehended by His
people in their true light and value. They hewe
remained of become just forms, words, terms,
symbels. While the sighification has become a
part of the accepted order, the power and life
of the things signified is lacking. Whed the
Lerd needs in order to make all these things
aflame, alive; and ef value, is that there
shall be right at the eentre His testiraony in
life, in a vessel whieh is suited te steh a purpose.
1t is shitability oF mesiness that is the domi-
nant Rets iR 8yF eensideFatien in this conpnestion

4.‘9§E . The werds here afe very exphiG:
T o

All—Gold—Beaten

There are three things in the statement,
of three of the statement. The ffirst
is that it is all gold. That means that it is
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an entirely heavenly instrumentality, and there
is nothing of earthliness about it. The
second thing iz that it is pure gold. That
means that it has been refined and purged.
There is gold and gold. Peter speaks of that
old which, even refined by fire, falls short of
d’s thought for His people—* ....more
precious than gold that perisheth though it be
refined by fire....” It is not just gold, but
urged, purified, refined gold for this purpose.
he third thing is that it is beaten work. That
ig, it is fashioned as well as purified. It is not
shapeless gold, though purified gold. The Lord
does not teke us into the fires of purifying just
to have a shapeless mass of purified gold.
While He does that, He constitutes according
to a design, and the thing becomes beaten work,
The word * beaten " there, as the marginal
reference will show, relates to the shaping, the
forming of this gold, with a design.

Those three things are the basis of this
instrumentality for the living testimony of the
Lord, bearing so great a responsibility. We will
for a few moments dwell upon them. They
relate to the Lord Jesus Himself.

I. The Heavenliness of Christ

Number one, All of gold, speake quite clearly
of the heavenliness of Christ in His being and
in His manysidedness. The Lord Jesus is no
longer an earthly Christ, and for the great dis-
pensation in which God is doing the biggest
thing in all the ages, everything is bound up
with Christ in heaven., The outworkings of the
Cross of the Lord Jesus, which had a necessary
relationship to this earth, are outworkings from
heaven, and everything now is to come out from
Him as in heaven. He is that which is repre-
sented by the gold. All that He is in Person
and work, in nature and purpose, is apart from
this world, and has no spiritual oneness with it.

We must remember what a tremendous
place and influence that had from the begin-
ning. It was really the preeminent factor in
what was introduced in this dispensation, that
they—a company specially chosen—saw Him
actually go up from their presence into heaven,
and from time to time their witnesses were
given fresh evidence that He was alive in heaven,
and it was not merely a vanishing into space.
Stephen saw Him through the opened heaven.
Paul on his way to Damascus saw Him through
an opened heaven. Peter before visiting
Casarea heard Him from heaven. They knew
that He was alive in heaven, and in charge of

everything. He was in control; a living and
heavenly Lord. It was the reality and mean-
ing and value of Christ in heaven which gave
character to the Lord’s purposes in this dis-
pensation.

What He was doing was apart from this
world, and is so still.

That is enough for the moment, until we come
to the other side of the matter, where the
Church is concerned.

II. The Sufferings of Christ

The second thing, the PURE GoLp, refined
and purged, speaks of the sufferings of Christ
by which His perfections were made perfect,
by which He, although being a Son, learned
obedience by the things which He suffered.
He was made perfect through sufferings. We
are not suggesting for & moment that there
was dross in Him, that there was anything in
His nature which needed to be purged. But the
Word clearly declares that there was a per-
fecting of Him through sufferings, and we can
put it in this way, that His perfections wers
made perfect, just as the perfections of a child
are made perfect by growing up into a perfect
man ; not for one moment suggesting imper-
fection in the child, but only possibilities of
development of the perfect child into a perfect
man. So through sufferings He was enlarged,
increased, and His perfections were brought
out to full growth, full measure. The pure
gold puts the Lord Jesus as a Man in heaven,
perfected through sufferings. There was never
any need for that to be done in the case of
God. This only relates to imrarnation.

III. The formation to & design and purpose

The third thing, the BEATEN WORK, speaks
to us of formation to a design and purpose,
which was the end and the object of the suffer-
ings. God perfected Christ for a purpose, had
& design in view. The New Testament shows
us quite clearly unto what He was perfected
through suffering. He has become the vessel
in heaven for the Lord’s testimony universally.
It is in this Man of heaven, this Man of glory,
this Man of perfection, that God eventually is
going to display to the universe His own
thought, His own intention. It is not only
Christ as God, but it is now Christ as Man
filled with Divine fulness; & thing which had
never been before.

So much for these things as to the Lord
Jesus, to Whom they, in the first place, un-
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doubtedly refer. For ourselves for the moment
there is the other side. As we said at the
beginming, there is a represemtation in the
Holy Place. While for the spiritual there is no
veil now but an opened heaven for us all, yet
we are not literallly in heaven. Though John
xvii, 1salso largdyd 1fhnot entlrelye;'fglf'ij}ll;d ina
spiritual way, and that part is true :
1 pray mot that thou shoulidest take them
from the world, but tbat thou shouldest keep
them from the evil one ** (verse 15), while we
are here, we are in a very real sense also in
heaven, hecause there is no veil between.
Nevertheless the fact remains that for the time
being we are in-the worldl, and there must be a
repressantistion of the heavenly things here.

Please do not think that when we speak of a
represssntistion we mean types and symbols.
We have passed out of that realm. But there is
to be an expression here In this world ef
heavenly thm¥ and the vefry nature and
the means of that expression shows that it is
not something of types, and symbels, and
forms, and outward matters. 1t is a spiritual
fepremﬁMOﬂ

Jesus, l:Mho is tll:e Faithful and True V}Yltness
now in heaven, has a r on here on
the earth in His own ; mes to have.
That is the Lord's purpose. The represen-
tation, His vessel, must conform to Himself.
If He is the Faithful and True Witness, then
all who are His witnesses must be of the same
kind as Himself in spiritual and meoral nature,
andl that in these self-same r: , the three
things which we have mentioned. Fimﬂbyi

That which is constituted from Heaven

We shall be growingly convinced that the
necessity for this living testimony is the
heavenly charscter of the vessel. It needs, of
course, Holy Spirit revelation to make the
meaning of that clear, and no one can ever tell
others what that means. Often le come andl
ask questions on this matter of the Chureh, as to
why this is ﬂesessmg andl why that is necessary.
The only answer that ean be given is, If yeou
hadl the revelation of the tmﬁ ) geu wolld
knew, and, until you have it, it is" impessible

te make it clear to you ! There is a need fer
am of ®4 te be very miich mere exersised and
eoncerned before the Lerd for an unveiling
of the heavenly nature of that which is t@
be used here for the expression ef Christ in
glery. That is enly saying that there must be

3

utter separation in nature from all that is
earthly.

Pentecost saw this done at the inning,
Pentecost was a great movement from heaven.
It constituted tilings at once entirely heavenly.
It brought things into relation with heaven, amndl
under heaveﬁ]ir government, and the explana-
tion was that It was Christ in heaven Who had
poured this forth. So that the vessel which
came in at Pentecost came in from heaven,
antl by heaven's intervention, heaven's activi-
ties, heaven's resources. Sadlly enough, men
have tried to imitate that heavenly thing, and
perpetuate it by observation, kingdom
of gemeth net with ebservatien ! ” (Luke
xvn 2@) That is, yel eannot leok on a thing

16 Wwas bBF ifite being at Pentecost

il went en fer a ame and then descide that

H Qfé eing 10 6afF Bé‘i thin GH er f@p@@t

e ﬁﬂ@*@ W
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'Iﬂme afticular emphasis at the moment is

more in these second and third things. The
second is:

Thee Fellowship of his sufferings

There is a difference, indeed there are two
differences that we must note, lest we be drawn
into a false position. In the first place the
refining fires of Godl in the Church, in the
members of Christ, have nothing to do with our
perfections. We are not all of ajpiece with Him
in his perfections. The same woik is not being
done ifi us 48 if Hith exaclly. We are net one with
Hi i that pesitien where perfections are made

eFfect. Then, en the other hand, let us
eware of the. other subtle sul i6n oF in-
sinbatien; that it is ich is being
refined. ouf human geing into the
firee tt Heernaatiestill Jorta.. teHatth
of these su ions, which would be error in
doctrine. Buf there is a fellewship with Christ
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in suffering, which becomes the fellowship of Hiis
sufferings, because the sufferings are all related
to one end. They differ in us, because of the
difference of ground, but the end is the same,
andl BO we are brought into fellowship with Hihim
in suffering unto the ene end.

This fellowship of His sufferings has to do,
so far as we are concerned, with separating of
what is of man fromn what is of the Lord. We
must remember that that is the object of all the
fiveas offtidad|. fit #d lwHicbihcoanessoaur
way is intended in some way or other, in some
measure, to get in between what is of the Lord
andl what is of ourselves. Let us bear that in
mind in alll times of trial, that the Lord is seeking
to deliver Hits 6wh interests out of sur influences.
Onlly the fires of the Lerd 6an do that. Iaform-
ation 6an never de it. 1f you and I were mest
completely infermed as t8 eur Heshliness, the
flawsaid edBeisobf ony rmattiseal
lifs, we 661ild REVEF s3ve Sk¥sElves One ieka frem
that stats ef mmg& 11 is net infermatien that
Gase, adl brings o dowsr ad loads 1o ihe
awiul burden of seif-oecupation, and there is
nething mere damaging thad éﬁf:sm?@ﬂeﬁ,
nething mers barrsh and deselating ihan self-
8 ien. The éaef ants 0 deliver s
from! ourselyes, and cu esaggﬁ@ B8R What
is 6f Us ap wh@m%t?im . B this can
enly be dene threugh fike 1t is a8 praetieal

Fse that is neecessary-:

I was very much held the other day by a
passage in the Word, where two things are
brought together. The first is a pfom?se, to
which the heart immediately responds : ** ... .he
shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and
that spreadeth out his roots by the river, and
shall not fear when heat cometh, but his leaf
shall be greemn....” (Jeremidin xvil. 8). Qur
hearts respond to that tremendously, but the
very fiext verse is: “ The heart is deceitful
above all things, and it is desperafely siek;
who ean knew it 7 7' Hew de these twe things
go together 7 W Eﬂs that dark pieture im-
mediately on top of this ether ? If it had been
round the other way, that weuld have been
glorious ;: The heart is deeeitful abeve all things
.....who ean knew it ? *....he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters....”” That is out
of despair into hope. Buf it is in this opposite
may, and it seems that the one thing spoils the
other. Perhaps that is just wiwett it is. Oh, yes,
we respond tremendously to this idea of being
filled with the Spirit, but why do we wamnt it ?

4

* The heswtt is dieceitful above alll things,™ and
if you are after that with some secret desire
for influence, for power, for prominence, for
repuistion it cannot be. The Lord is held
back from realising that glorious possibility
beeause of this deeeitful heart, which would
take held of His full thia%s and bmg them
dewn te earth. There has te eeme in the fire.

Do you want to be like a tree planted by the
watets, whose leaff fadeth not, beariing fiuitt: AN
I can see for it is that we must go through the fireg,
to deliver us from this deceitful heautt; for
somehow of ether it is true that, when the Lord

to use us, this deceitful heart takes hold

of it and unconsciously to use that for
its own ends. 1t is so even in the most devoted
lives. The mihistyy which they began to fulfil
becomes their minist¥y. The people who
thered around them become their fhiknds.
Oh, this desgithul heawt, that draws things to
jtself, even the blessings and the resuls of the
blessings of the Lerd ! The fi¥e is necessary to
save from that. PYRE 66LD, refined e
It is the putting aside of what is of ourselves, of
fhdh, 50 that it does NEt eheFeweh tipon), insinuiie
itself inte, what is of the Lerd, that no fesh
sheuld glery in His presenes.

A vessel for a living testimony must be a
refined, Ipurged vessel: not only of gold, but
PURE gold. The strange thing is that a thing
born out of heaven had to go through the flire
afterward. The Church was continually in the
firee ; ; aarad ad ttiongiiwee magy Hee Harnnfrominahloses,
constituted of the risem and ascended Leord
His members, His vessel, His Church, we shall
still need to be held in the fire from time to
time, so that that thing, deeper than 6uF 6of-
seiousness, that which we would never believe
abeuit ouFselves, may be dealt with in the s,
andl the testimaeny safeguarded.

Then we must remember that, while what is
implanted in us of Christ is iitself n
nature, it has to grow. This growth demands
reon, and reon) has to be mwde for it. Thisis a
process of bresking down the strength ef the
natural life. He increases as we decreass. It
is here that the fire does its work.

The flire has various effects, as we know.
7t melts !  If you and I have never been melted,
then we have not commenced to be eanstituted.
We cannot bring over our old hardness to the
realm of the Lord’s interests. The fire reveals /
Nothing reveals like fiirce. When we are in the
ﬁrm,,mg)bg@jntmkhwwﬂmmﬂaeﬂamﬁésddeeﬁfﬂl
above all things and desperately wicked.
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The five panges : Thank Ged), it purges !

fire establishes ! Throw anything into the ﬁre
and you may say, The fire is going to destray,
andl I shall have nothing left! If the fire can
destroy, then it is better destroyed, and when
the fire has done its work it is a grest thing to
know that that which is left is more than a
match for the fiice. There is an establishing by
the fire. The Lord destroys what can be
destroyed, and establishes what can be estab-
lished, and that which is established is wholly

of Hlmself
Ministry the Result

The beaten work! The result is ministry.
There is a Divine design in view through it all.
Mimistry is the result of something. Paul

the as the end of a testing.
He (the Lord) counted him faithful, putting
him into the ministry. The ministry is the end

of a process of testing, proving, and that a
spiritual one. The ministry is to come out of
the fire, and which does not come
out of the fire is not worth anything. The firee
may be greater or lesser, but every bit of
ministry has to come out of the fire, though it
may be but small to begin with. It ouwt of
proving, eut of testing, out of experience, which
talkes us beyond our own & and capacity o
endure, and makes us discover the enduring
power of God. The value of ministry is alw:
determined by the measure of Chwist in t
vessel. Geld, pure geld, beaten gold ! That iS
Christ ! and we are His vessel foF mamfeﬁiﬁg
Hinsallf. That ean enly be as He is manifests
in U8 in @ spirituel Wy, ith 2 iyl wigy.

May the Lord strengthen us, and encourage
ug, and help us by this further word on the
candlestick of pure gold, beaten. T. A-S5.

The Battle For Life

The Conxthowensy of Zion

Reapiye : Rev. xxii. Isa. xxxiv. &.

“ For it is the dimy oft the Lovdl3s vewgrowes,
the year of recompence in the controversy
of Ziwm”

What is the controversy of Zion? It is

nothing other than the controversy for the very
life of Zion. We are not going to allow that

historie on to lead us to a su of the
Seriptiires, we m that Zien is often
fepresented in the Ol Tes ament as Jehovah's

bFide, as the ene betrethed to Him, teo whem
HR was married. We aFs familiar with sueh a
f§§8 a§ & the Vifgﬂi‘ datighter of Jerusalem.”

wa§ a ghe usrs hm
Sﬂ Wﬂé gf@%ﬂﬁ 3&? the fs 1?41%
H_

e & Hakions, zhs iieag
el as §9ms Bi&x%e er iﬁ F ﬁ io Zieﬁ
ﬁ {y 1§ a vs aea £ ggg
SHHCB% ;i

;%%%% H@ngg tg;lfga i Fﬁ;
aﬁ%'ﬂeﬁss 15 oy ;em%e segtfevaeﬂfgyvgfgﬂ

atiens on this matier:

Let us carry that over into the New Testa-
ment, and into the sgmllm‘dl interpretation:
We fiind in the book of the Revelation the Holy
City, New Jerusslenm, coming down out of
heaven fromn G@@L adorned as a bride, and the
angel taking the Apostle and saying to himn:
“ Cmre hither, I will show thee the bride, the
wife of the Lamb ” (Rev. xxi. 9). The Apestle
gesontes * And he earried me away in

e Spirit to a meuntain great and high, aﬁd
shewed me the hely eity, Jerusaléeim) 6o
dowh eut of heaven ffem Gedl? TH@ eleglgg
eﬁaytef of the Revelatien 9 §

of Yﬁ% gggfﬁafggh é& fz%m:y%;%%

¥
s§§ is i we?sﬁhs §

S & WSF&B%%{: ‘
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and Zion is found at last triumphing in the
fulness of life.

We have said enough to establish the fact
that the controversy is in relation to life, and
i? is that with which we are concerned at this
time.

There is a spiritwsll sense in which we are in
God’s controversy for Zion today. If we take
the sixth chapter of the letter to the Elphesians

as representing what is fﬁﬁiﬂg on in the spiritiuell
realm, namely, ot with werld rulers,
then the rest ef that letter malkes it perfectly
glear that the saﬂtfevef wnh the werld riilats
is 66ﬁ68fﬂiﬁg ¢ Chu¥eh ; and eenesrning the
very life ef the ChiFeh, the lifB of izhe glect.  We
a8, then, in the contreversy, and the issue isne
gthier, ahd HE less an issue, than the issue of Iife.

In our earlier meditation, in considering
the messages of the Lord to the seven Churches
in Asia, as recorded in the second and third
ehaptefs of the book of the Revelation, we were
seeing that the thing whieh 6seulpies the place ef
gﬂ@@ﬂﬁﬂeﬁt 1m%6ftaﬁee and value to the Lerd

mself is the testitnony of life ; not traditien,
that was there ; net so mueh cmiwﬁﬁ work andl
aetivity, that was there ; not 86 f good andl
commendable things even in the sight of God,
they were there ; but that which is central and
basic to the divine election, choice, e—
hension, is the testimony of life. I the
chapter of the book the Lord is presented as
the One Who is living, Who became dead, but
is alive unto the ages of the ages, and has the
keys of death and Hades. That One. as alive
from the dead now, is seen standing in the midst
of the lampsiands, the vessels of testitnony, and
tidgiﬁg them aecerding to what He is as the

iving Owe, as the Ohe Whe has conguered
death: What He diseovers and reveals in

those Chwyahss is net just the measurs of
terest, cORGEFR, activity, for Him and for His
tHiRgs, 'Bitt FatheF me ASHFe m en that

f@% ti H LM%?
ost S W Bave %fﬂi%k
8 e {mg o
éiﬂ %‘%@

i§8 8§8£.
8 s&c %hg ;i ,-5‘5 ;ﬁ H%ﬁ

m il HHB géﬁ g

The Lord’s Jealousy over Life
I want to carry that thought back into the

OM Testament, to see in a little fuller way how
in many illustrations and instances the Lord is
seen to be jealous for life, what the Lord’s

relationship to the life is.

The Tree of Life

It is necessary to go right back to e eggjmming)
of the book, where you will fimdithat i
there has been that initial disobedience by
which sin has entered and main has fallen ouit
of his pesition in relationship to Ged, and ouit
of his state as ecreated by , the jen
of ' the tree of life ” arises. Following ¢ @ judg-
ment wpen the serpsni, and upen the al,
and the earth, Ged takes His ef @E@-
caution in Felation to *the free of life.”
pf@@@@ds to safeguard that ires, f@vsaligg Ehe
sa%%ﬂh His aet te be lest this man euld

mg hand and ta ef %he tree of lite

1ve for svef: 8o i§ @fulama
&lg the tres Wﬂ th

§W8F Whi

o ohet Bl i s B

The inte ion of that is to be found in
the last chapter of the Bible. The tree of life
in the midst of the City of Godl is semething
from which all sin and sinfulness is excluded.
Without are seen to ho all those who represent
fallen Adam, sinful nature. No one can
eventually be found in the presence of God
in a living relationship with Godl, no one can
know eternal life, except im so far as the re-
demptive work of the Lord Jesus has been made
effectual in them. The point is that right at
the begumm g Godl took a step to protect life
from the touch and the appropriitiiom of sinful

Godl was not going to have a sinful
state perpetuated indefinitely. The last chapter
of the Bible sets its seal to that, n , that a
sinful state is not perpetuated indeﬁmitely, but
is fully and finally dealt with. The state pe
petuated is a state in fulness of life b% feaseﬁ
of what the Lamb has wi thfeugﬁ the shed-
ding of His Bleed, even as this beelk af
the Revelation has shewn. If at the com
theneement of the book we 6an say: ”Uﬁf@
hif that leved s, andl leesed s frem euF §Iﬁ§

.- then at the end of
bioels we ean be faund Wiﬂiiﬂ the Gity, iﬁlﬂgﬁ
efthe water of life freely, and livip iﬁ the f
eF of that life ; net invited &

vmg in the fulﬁssg beealse 1 assuime that ihe

Bride whe says * Come " is other than these
whe aFe invited to eome. Seo we see right at the
beginning Gedl's jealeus attitude and astien in



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 14 - Seachable (missing covers)

relation to life. It is so precious to note that
He suspends the possession of it umtil such time
as the muighty work of the Crass has dealt with
all that state which, if ated, would be
but the perpetuation of a lost world, of a world
outside of the Divine intention.

H. Cain and Al

The next step in the unveiling of God's
attitude toward life is seen in His dealings with
Cain. When Cain had slain his brother, Abel,
God instamtly appears on the scene. There is
no dely; it as is though Godl hastens to the
situation. Here is something which concerns
Him pr . No sooner has Cain shed
the blood of his brother, and that warmn blood
has triekled into the sanid, than Gedl is on the
scene. ‘“Where is Abel thy brother ? And
he said, I knew net: am 1 my brether’s keeper ?
And he said, Whet hath theu done ? the veiee
of the brether’s bleed erieth unte me from the

ound.” (Gan. iv. 9-10) Then see what Ged

to say to Cain. He is 6uwrsed. He is
marked. Ever whe shall ebserve him
shall see him as searvadl by Gedl, brandial; and
he, hardened as he may have been, and inselent
to Gedl, has to humble himself and 88y i “ My
punishment is greater than I ean bear.”” That
is Gedrs attitude toward life, His jealousy for

life.
II. Noah

We pass to Noah, and you know the covenant
conditions with Noah, the equalizing of things
in that covenant, and the t.erﬂ'ble warmning to
mam: * Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man
shall his blood be shed ... " (Gem ix. 6).
God will keep things even. "No man shall get
an advantage in this matter. No man shall be
in amy advantaged position who touches that
thing which is precious to Godl. God will bring
it to evenness. He will equalize in the realm
of life. Youw rob mam of that, then you shall
be rabbed] ;; wowsitad] it Hee thiee gyeinear.  THaettiss
asolemn imy. It shows mam God's
attitude toward life.

IV. Enoch

There is a great disclosure in the Olidl Testa-
ment of God’s mind for man in this matter.
God's thought is life, not death. God is against
death and 1or life. Wi glanee back a tgp and
see Enoch, who bresks the leng stafy of death :
“Amﬁi Enoch willked with Gt: ke was

; fof Geodl teok him.™ g@&ﬂ v, 24) That
is ) offset to the course of fallen man, showing

what Gadl's thought is when a man comes into
real fellowship with Himself. It is life, not
death. That ever was God's thought. That
remains God's thought, and God is going to have
that thought fully and glori expressed
in a company which, although smsll in com-
parison with the millions upon millions who
will fail of it, will nevertheless be a considerable

who will not see death, who will not
see the grave, who, after the manner of Enoch,
will be translated that they should not see

V. Abraham and Isaac
In Abraham and Isaac we see this set forth,
that when Godl has a grest purpose in mind,
when He is moving out on that basis, He must

have things br 6n to the greund where
death eannet feueh His Mﬁ@ Isaae is
the ene il whem the it5 sur
and mefe?fe fer tihe igﬂ b%fe ghde 9§68 wégaa%
s %f%?%@ £
e Hi§ E 5 Viﬁ@
B ‘ E Eatef ige :{ S§ Bi‘
I g%?%g% Adh
8Hse &E@\g ist i§ %\Fﬁ

All these are vivid, strong, and, inmost cases
agonised expressions of God's attitude to the
matter of life. It is a very costly thing. It
cost Godl a lot. It cost those who were in
fellowship with Gedl a lot. But it is all the
controversy of Zion in primeiplis, Godf's jealousy
in the matter of life.

VI. Job

We pass on, so far as the of the
record is concermed, and come to Job ; and here
Satan is found in the heavenlies with access to
Ged. Ged ehallenges him : “ Hast thou eon-
sidered my seFvant Job ® for th@fe is Aeone
lilke him in the earth . . . » (J6b. ii, §). Sataﬁ
sReers baek at Gedl: * Slin foF §Kiﬁfﬂ%‘6§,
that a man hath will he give fer his
put forth thine hand ﬁew, and teush his Beae
aﬁd Hi§ flesh, and he will reneunee thee to thy
D yau ses hew the queﬁtieﬁ of life is

{;hefe is. i% the

s&?élemil}fﬁ g Ves Sagég
Eejéﬂgéﬁleﬂﬁﬁe i8 ehﬁdeb; ge ‘é@%% i EJ
HWQ% f?ﬁgﬂﬁ
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Here is God's jealousy for life again. Satan
gets to work, and the subtlety is this, that
Satan so presses, and presses, and presses
along every line, by every means, as to seek to
touch his life indirectlly, because he cannot
touch it di . Satan's indirect method is
this, to move Job to break with Godl by cursing
God, so that his life is forfeited, his life is
destroyed.* To understand the book of Job
ou have to recognize that it is a controversy
or life. We have said it is a controversy over
faith, but that is a relative factor. The real
comtroversy is over life. We shall see the
faith element at some subsequent time, buit
here Godf's jealousy for life is seen. Job does
go a long way, but the life link is never lbroken,
and the end is life triumphant. Yeu see fulness,
vi%tory, everything that speaks ef life at the
en

We sometimes go a long way under the
strain, under the trial, under the tension, the
testing. Winen the enemy is pressing to quench
our spiritusll life through body, through mind,
through circumstamce, we go a long way as
Job went. We have our questionings,
we get despondent, we may well nigh
despair. Yes, every heart knows its own
story of how far it into gloom even about
God, His wisdom, His love, His faithfulness.
But because Gaodi is jealous for the life, and has
the custodianship of the life (we are not talking
about the natural, physical life), the issue is
always more than we had before. There is
always a coming up further on. In a small
way it is Revelat;')on xx. after every conflict.

VII. The Excils

We think of the story of Israel and the
emancipation from Egypt, and once again
everything is centred in the issue of life and
death. God heads it up to that, heads it right
up to the main, the final issue, life and death.
And God takes His own way, makes His own
provision, that when death is to be abroad in
the land, smiting, smiting, smiting, devastating
eve ere, His ewn gg@&le be immune
from death, and shall life because of the
bleed. The life of His own is taken Into His
own eustodianship. He tales the steps for
the life of His ewn, and if the life ef His ewn
necessitates the siiting ef a nation, grim as
that necessity may be, He will fellow it out.
God stands at nothing when the life of His

on of Job’s wife have been
with Godl, and then take his own life.

*“ NOTHE:~~The
that he should bre

people is at stake. His jealousy over life is
made so clear in all these things.

VHI. Levitical Law of Life

I hardlly need brimg to your remembrance
those passages of Scri , in Leviticus for
example, concerning s attitude towards
life, and the emphasis laid upon the necessity
for the people to avoid drimkimgj the blood,
because the blood is the life and the life is in
the blood. ‘* Whosoever it be that eateth any
bleod, that soul shall be cut off firom his people.™
(Lev. vii. 27). Here is God preserving the life.
Life Is sacred to Him. Life 18 His. Man must
not appreprieie it for himself. M must net
take it and make it his. Life is Ged’s and must
ever be regarded as sacred unte Ged. It
fheans a8 pood deal more than that of ceufse,
we cifply make the bare suggestion fof ouF
purpess Hew.

All these things, when summmed! wp, bniing ws o
this primarily, that life is sacred to Godl, and
He is intensely jealous over it. Then, that life
and not death is God's will. Again, sin and
death always go together, just as ri
and life go together. The Oldl Testament is
an earthly type of heavenly truth, and all this
is throwing its light forwardl and saying that
what is represented there in those Old Testa-
ment Scriptures as to God’s attitude toward
life—there primarily represented by man's
earthly, soul life—is but figurative, typical, a
foreshado of that dispensation to come, in
whieh eternal life, divine fife, would be the life

given to mhaA.
Eternall” Life

So that when we come over into the new
dispensation, we find that it is not just the soul
life of mam, the bodily life of mam, the life of
man as here on the earth which is in view, it is
another life, called eternal life. ‘*I am come
that they might have life, and might have it
abundiaittly’”’ (John x. 10). It is over this
life that Ged is represented as being so jealous.
It is this life which is preeminent in God’s
thought. The Old Testament, we have said,
is the earihly type or representation of heavenly
truth, If it were enly a matter of physical
death, that is, if the guestion at issue were but
that of the terminatien ef life physieslly, and
that were the end, and that were all that
mattered, I do Aot know that such a great
deal of ado might be made about it. But the
emphasis in the Oldl Testament upon even
that takes its force from the fact that it is
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pointing to something else, is typical of some-
thing else, is illustrative of another. You do
not find yourself in the New Testament very
long before that which has seemed to be the
controversy in the Old Testament, the life
there, has been changed into another realm,
and the controversy is now seen not to be just
as to man’s physical life, but over his spiritual
life, over eternal life. That controversy is
waged in a twofold direction ; firstly, as to
whether man shall become possessed of that life
or not, and secondly, as to whether that life,
once possessed, shall be allowed its full oppor-
tunity in man of final expression, or shall not
rather be smothered and thwarted, baffled
and hindered. That is the controversy. It
is still over life, but now we have come into the
reality as out from the shadows, out from the

types.
The Persistenf Assault upon Life

So we pass for a few moments to see, in the
realm of the reality, the assault of death upon
that which is of God. We can take the types
again in this connection, to see the conflict
illustrated. We pass our eye over them,

AvaM. What was in view for Adam?
Undoubtedly the supreme thing which was in
view for Adam was life, that tree of life. He
did not possess that which the tree represented,
but it was in view, it was for him. The typology
simply says that God’s thought for man was
that he should eventually become possessed
of eternal life: “. . . lest he put forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat,
and live for ever.” (Gen. iii. 22) So that God
had already determined eternal life for man,
but man according to His own mind. The
great thing in view for Adam was eternal life
in a living fellowship with God. Satan struck
& blow at that state, in order to thwart that
life, and he succeeded for the time being.
Adam lost it through sin. Paul tells us : * .
in Adam all die . . . " (1 Cor. xv. 22). Tt was
the assault upon that which was of God, the
assault of death. )

ABEL. The same thing is true in the case
of Abel. Abel is a spiritually minded man. a
man who recognizes the great fundamentals
of true, living relationship with God, and the
basic bldod as the crown of that relationship.
Thus Abel stands in testimony for God on the
ground of life which trinmphs over death,
and Satan, through Abel’s brother Cain, comes
out to murder that which is of God.

ABRAHAM. Read chapter xv. of the book of
Genesis. There ig, I think, no other explanation
of that horror of great darkness than that
Abraham was at that time coming into a
new relationship with God concerning a
people for God’'s own Name, a people who
should escape the toils of death; for at that
time God was about to speak to Abra-
ham concerning his seed being in captivity,
and after four hundred years being delivered
with a strong hand. Just prior to that vision
and assurance breaking upem him, with the
altar there, and the sacrifice divided. and the
blood shed, there descended upon him a horror
of great darkness. '

In smaller ways many of the Lord’s people
know something of the experience, that when
God is about to do a new thing, give a further
revelation, express Himself in some living way
amongst His people, they go through a horror
of great darkness. They approach that new
thing of God feeling that all the life has gone,
and all the light has gone, all the strength has
gone, and anything but life seems to be their
experience. Perhaps you know something of
that. Some of us have experienced it in measure.
As we approach a time when a word is about to
come from God which is going to be of great
consequence to His people, there is a going
through a horror of great darkness: something
deep and terrible: intangible but evil. It is
death seeking to engulf that which God is
about to do. It is death seeking to swallow
that child immediately it is born. It is the
old story.

JoB. The same thing was true of Job, as we
have seen. It was the assault of the spirit of
death upon what was standing for God.

EsTRER. We pass into the book of Esther,
and are familiar with the great illustration
presented therein of the plot, the device, the
wicked scheme against the life of God's people,
that they should be engulfed in death and
wiped out. That is the plot of Haman. It is
again the assault upon the life of what is of
rod. You see God’s jealousy coming out in
that case again. _

The Lorp JEsus. Let us pass right on at
once to the New Testament, and come to our
Lord Jesus, for He gathers all that up in Him-
gelf. He is the last Adam. He is the greater
Abel. All these Old Testament types are
gathered up in Him. But remember that at
His very birth there was launched an awful
design of death. The intention of the Devil
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was to destroy Him at His birth.

We have to pass over many years of which
we have no record of the things that touched
His life, and then we find Him in the wilder-
ness ; and the explanation of those temptations
in the wilderness is that it was an assault upon
His life. From various points, by various
subtleties, the issue was one, to break His union
with His Father, to get Him out into a realm
where He could be amitten. You have only to
see that even He, had He cast Himself fiom the
ﬁinnacle of the temple contrary to the will of

is Father or, as the enemy would have it
viewed, by way of testing God—putting God
to the test instead of believing Him—would
not have been safeguarded by the angels of
whom the Devil spoke, quoting the Scriptures.
Angels have no commission to hear in their
arms any mean or woman who presumptiously
tries to test God when called to believe Him.
The Lord Jesus in His own life has shown us
go. It was a threefold assault upon His life.

He went from the wilderness to Nazareth,
where He opened the Scriptures. The issue
was that they led Him to the brow of the hill
on which their city stood, to cast Him over.
A little later the Jews take up stones to stone
Him. He entered into that argument with
them : “ Why seek ye to kill me ? *’ (John vii. 19)
What is connected with that? “ Ye are of
your father the devil . . . He was a murderer
from the beginning . . . ” (John viii. 44). He
uncovers what is* behind. He sees something
more than man’s opposition, and antagonism,
He sees the Devil as the murderer, set against
His life. We follow Him on to the lake, where
the storm is beaten up, until those who were
most familiar with those storms feared for
their very lives. They awoke Him: and He
arose; and in words identical with those
which He nped in casting out demons He
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea:
“ Peace ! be muzzled!” And the storm sub-
sided, showing that back of the storm there
were other forces trying to swallow Him up.
Then we follow Him on into the garden and to
the Cross. Who shall know of the death
conflict in the darkness ? It is all the assault
of death upon what is of God.

THE CBURCH. The same thing is carried on
into the Church. It is not long before Stephen
is stoned, and James is killed.” Peter is taken
with the same object but marvellously de-
livered, because God had vet something to
do through him. Paul was in deaths of!,
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despairing sometimes of life. It is a battle
with the power of death. There are the
sweeping persecutions, in which literally tens
of thousands of Christians are called upon to
lay down their lives for the Testimony, and
count not their lives dear unto the death. It
goes on still. We are in that succession, not
perhaps of outward persecution, but do we
not know something of the pressing of that
spirit of death? We do!

All this is very true. It is the controversy
of Zion. It is the battle for the life of the Lord’s
people. May the Lord bring home to our
hearts the nature of the thing in which we are.
We have perhaps painted & dark picture,
brought the gloomy aspect into view, have
been rather strong and severe, but if you are
not able at the moment to enter through your
own experience into what we are saying, you
will enter into it, if you are going on with the
Lord. In a real way you will enter into this
controversy of Zion. I am anxious that we
should see this more clearly, that we should
recognize this in a more definite way. We can
never adequately seek the Lord in relation to
it, come into line with His intention to over-
come it, be to Him the instrument against it
which He requires and desires that we should
be, until we are fully alive to what the issue is.
I wonder if the Lord’s people are at times
really alive to the issue. I wonder if at times
the praying is the only expression of their
apprehension of this thing that the Lord’s
people have. I believe if you and I were
adequately impressed, fully enough alive to
the tremendous issue, we could never just
pray prayers: we could never just allow words
to run out of our mouths, which we call pray-
ing ; we should be down on our faces in &
tremendous conflict on God’s side against the
evil menace that is seeking to devour the life
of God’s people. We shall never pray like
that unless we are really alive to what the issue
is. While we may know it in a spiritual way,
it is necessary for us to wake up te what is
happening, what this means. The explanation
of many a heaviness, and of many a difficult
experience, is not simply that we have had &
meal that does not agree with us, or that we
are none too well, and therefore not able to
pray as we would wish. No, it is not just
some physical malady from which we are
suffering. This is not something which can be
explained along any ordinary line of nature.
There lies behind these things so often another
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Dower. We may feel ill in body for no justi-
fiable reason from the natural standpoint.
Our very energies and vitalities, physi and
, may be sapped, andwesaywea.re
tired, but there is something else extra to that.
The enemy loves us to account for these things
on human grounds, when we ought to be wilking
up to the fact that there is a much bigger issue
at stake. Lett us ask what is the tendency of it
all. What is the effect ? Is it to destroy our
er life ? Does it work in the direction of
g us into a state of weakness and use-

lessness to Godl 2 If so, are we going to

that ? That is the question. hefe is a

deal that should not be d by the Lerd's
e which seems to perfectly fatural,

and we have to test evef gh it out, see

whether after all the whele lﬁ% is fatural

or whether there is net semething hidden. De

net leels for a devil with H@fﬂ§ ahd a tail and

a pitehferk. He hides himself. He €€V8f§ his
tracks. He eomes in sWeh ah %@H%h g w
thﬁt W aFe often iRel ya eas e

%FBH g 38 guiie & HQEHF& %Hiﬁ :
EBVer %u Sometat '°t€ 1
8 H 8&- \

iﬁi? 11 % gﬁg Eiégié §8§8§§1§§ lgé

Go out with some of our brethren and sisters
into other lands, where there is not the strength
of fellowship and testimony that we enjoy,
to :those naked realms of the devil's activitv,

and you will know something of the meaning
of spiritual death. Then you will know that
it is a battle, and that the issue is life, your
very life. 1 would sometimes that there could
be a baptizing of us all at home into that for
an hour, for the sake of our brethrem who are
out. Oln, that we might come into a living
relatlonshl with brethrem and sisters who are
fighting thls battle with naked dcath out in
the distant fields! We could not then p:
pesywally: we could not utter sentences a
make petitions ; we should he throwm into an
agony before Gotl for His Testimomy's sake.
Do you recognize actually winst is Insgypeming) 2
The enemy dioes not mind how mamy Churches
there are, so called, and how much preaching
there is, or how much religious worship. I do
not know that he minds very much how much
orthedoxy there is, what we wotld eall sound
doctrine. Whed he is against is life. Yow ean
go te multitudes of plaees, and, so far as the
preaching is eeneerned; s6 far ag the things
said afe eeneerned, you ean find e fault, but
W have RO sense thai; there 15 @ vitlizing.
8f8 i8 HB EHSF Ziﬂ HG i 264, He meving
8 @ §§m@ of %;hs

Fisen g{:
% ihts 591%%@“1“@ g%ﬁ Qiﬂéﬁy meg&

Oh, may the Lord move us to a new pasition
in relation to this tremendous issue, the issue
of life and death. The Lord brimg it home to
our hearts. T. A.-S.

Tihere is no doubt but that the Lord’s people are going to be thrown

more and more upon himself.

Things, as such, will be either

suspended, or proved to be less than Himself, and when this is done,
the measure of Christ will be the determining factor in our being

able to stand.

Into this crucible will go all that from which we

have drawn our strength; i.2., Service, Doctrine, Meetings, Enter-
prises, Fellowships, and perhaps even reading the Word, and praying.
The urgent need then is faith's apprehension of Christ.
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The City which hath Foundations

MEDITATIONS ON THE SPIRITUAL BACKGROUND OF JERUSALEM.
No. 5,

Spirituality and Heavenliness.—confinued

WE follow on where we broke off the last
meditation, and complete what was not com-
pleted then.

From Genesis xxii. (Mt. Moriah} Jerusalem
does not come into view again until the book
of Judges is reached. Immediately after the
death of Joshua, Judah and Simeon attempted
to take the City, which at that time was called
Jebus. Josephus tells us that only the lower
part of the City was captured. The Benjamites
folowed Judah in the attempt, but had no
better success, and the City remeained in the
hands of the Jebusites during the whole period
of the Judges, throughout the reign of Saul, and
through the reign of David at Hebron.

If you look at that period, you will recognise
that it was one of spiritual weakness, and
therefore of failure. e are familiar with the

" conditions that obtained through the period of

the Judges. We have only to read the book to
recognize that it covers several hundreds of
vears, and we are sadly impressed with the low
spiritual state of the Lord’s people, and the
great weakness , which characterized them
during that time. We reach the close of the
period, and Samuel comes on the scene, to find
a very sorry state of things indeed. Saul is
brought in through Samuel, and still the con-
dition is one of spiritual weakness, and there-
fore the City is not in possession, and is not
occupying its place in the purpose of God.

The point is this, that for Jerusalem to
express the mind of God, the very highest and
fullest spiritual life is demanded of the Lord's
people. The obverse fact is equally true, that,
whenever the spiritual life of the Lord’s people
is lower than it should be, the glory of Jerusa-
lem is veiled, the City is not in the ascendant,
and the Name of the Lord is not being honoured
in it.

We gather from this extensive survey that,
so far as time is concerned, Jerusalem repre-
sents the spiritual state of the Lord’s people.
That truth runs throughout the Old Testa-

ment by way of illustration, and is carried over
in its spiritual meaning to the Church. That
is why we speak of Jerusalem and the features
of the overcomer. Eventually the heavenly
Jerusalem, the Church. will come into view in
heavenly glory, on the ground of spiritual
maturity, spiritual fulness. It will be an
expression of the very highest life to which
the Lord's people can ever come, and that
expression will be the power of the overcomer.

We know, in reading backward from the end,
that Jerusalem does finally represent a very
high standard of spiritnal life, and that the
overcomer company, as presented to us in the
book of the Revelation, is a company which has
reached the very highest point of spiritual
atteinment.

It is important for us to recognize that
while the Jerusalem of the Old Testament,
the earthly Jerusalem, is historical in & literal
way, Jerusalem which is above has its history
upon a purely spiritual basis. Its rise and fall,
if we may speak of it in that way, is a matter
of the rise and fall of spiritual life, and the Lord
while now in heaven, having in His own
mind & perfect City, is seeking to bring His
pel(')tple, is Church, to that state of spiritual
perfection which, when accomplished, shall
display His glory and bring with it the realiza-
tion of that vision which was seen of the Apostle:
‘“ And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
mountain great and high, and showed the holy
city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, baving the glory of God : her light
was like unto a stone most precious . . ."”
(Rev.: xxi. 10-11). That is a spiritual state
that the Lord is seeking to realize in His
Church. 1t will eventually be realized in those
who truly constitute that Church, that City.

We see. then, that through the long period
of which we spoke Jerusalem does not come
into its place, and is not seen as expressing
Divine thoughts, because of the spiritual
weakness and failure of the Lord’s people.

12
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At length we come to the time when David
goes up to Jerusalem and issues a challenge to
his mighty men, who accept the challenge and
attempt the taking of the stronghold of the
Jebusites, and wherein Joab succeeds. Joabis an
interesting character. He does not always
shine in the best way, but the noteworthy
thing about Joab, the thing that determines
what Joab is, we see to be his relationship
with David the king. If Joab were in pursuit
of personal interests, or if his interests were
diverted from David to other considerations,
he did not show up very well. But you find
that whenever Joab was selflessly attached to
David, and had David's interest and glory
wholly at heart, he is always seen to advantage.
Now here in the taking of the stronghold Joab
excels, because of his unreserved devotion to
David, and because of that he becomes yet
another type of the overcomer who takes the
stronghold.

There & new feature is introduced as to the
City, and the overcomers in relation to the City,
namely, that the overcomers will be those
whose hearts are unreservedly devoted to the
King, their Lord, and who, because of their
abandonment to Him, will come to the place
of supremacy. If we have personal interests,
or if our interests are in any way diverted from
the Lord, we shall not be overcomers, and we
shall not stand very well in the main issue. In
this connection we recall the passage in Reve-
lation iii. 7-12. David iz mentioned there, and
the temple is mentioned, and you have the
City, and association with what is repre-
sented by those three is seen to be the portion
of the overeomer.

Surveying once more we note that Abraham,
Melchizedek, asd David, represent the power of
that which is wholly of God in a spiritual way.
Two things have come clearly before us.
(1) The hkeovenly Kingship. (2) The heavenly
Priesthood. We see that these are realized in
Christ. Then they are shared by a heevenly
people, and they are related throughout to
the heavenly Jerusalem.

Now the Lord made a covenant with David
that he should never want for a man to sit
upon his throne, as is recorded for us in the
first book of Kings, chapter viii. Then you
find that David and Israel have been with-
out a king, without a temple, and without a
priest for long centuries. There are only two
ways, as far as I can see, of explaining the
apparent contradiction. The one is the way

of British Israel, the other is the way of seeing
that all is transferred to the Lord Jesus ; that
the covenant with David has been fulfilled in
David’s greater Son, and that He is on the
throne, the government upon His shoulders, and
the key of David in His possession.

In the first place, then, all is taken up in
Christ in a heavenly position, but in a second-
ary sense it is transferred to and taken up in
the heavenly Jerusalem, which is now regarded
as being in existence. Paul says: ‘‘ But the
Jerusalem that s above (not, which is going
to be) is free, which is our mother ”’ (Gal. iv.
26). Just as the Church in Paul's letiers is
always seen as already complete and perfect,
though we know it is not so literally, so Jerusa-
lem is looked upon as now above in existence,
and all that is said about it carries that feature.
Thus the heavenly Jerusalem, of which we
are now a part, seeing that we are seated
together with Christ in the heavenlies, takes up
and embodies this heavenly kingship and king-
dom, and this heavenly priesthood. We are
brought into that, and that is transferred to us.
If Scripture is necessary to bear that out, we
have very precise statements on the matter,
To the Jews the Lord Jesus said, as recorded
in Matt. xxi. 43 : * The kingdom of God shail
be taken away from you, and shall be given to a
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”
Alongside of that you place Luke xii. 32:
‘“ Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”” Then
the words of Peter in his first Letter, chapter ii.
verse 9: “ But ye mre an elect race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation.” So that the
Church as the heavenly Jerusalem takes up
the kingdom, the kingdom is transferred to the
Church, and the Church takes up the priest-
hood. “ Our citizenship is in heaven.” ~That
is present tense. That at once links us with
the heavenly Jerusalem as now existent. The
kingdom at this time is, of course, so far as we
are concerned, a spiritual one. The kingship
and the kingdom at present are in spiritual
expression. Later it will be literally expressed ;
that is, the Church will literally take the place
of governing this world in the coming age.

The priesthood is also spiritual at ‘present,
but it is, unlike the kingdom, an individual
matter. While we are a kingdom of priests
(one the singular, the other the plural), the
kingdom is a solid thing, which cannot in any
way be expressed in an individual sense, but
the priesthood becomes a matter of expression
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through individuals, We are now priests. We
shall be priests then. We see how the book
of the Revelation presents a very full thought
of what already obtains, as well as of what
awaits consummation. In two places, both at
the beginning of the book and a little further,
in chapter i. verse 0, and in chapter v. verse 10,
we have the statement that He has made us a
kingdom and priests unto our God.

The vital point, upon which everything that
we have said, or can say, hangs, is that all is
bourd up with and inseparable from resurrcction.
Resurrection is & far greater, deeper, more
significant thing than any of us have yet
recognised. Resurrection is a key to every-
thing, and you will notice that everything
which relates to God’s heavenly purpose is
bound up with resurrection. Ilndeed resur-
rection, if in Christ, implies and involves that
the thing is heavenly.

The City, a8 we have seen, comes into view in
the first instance with Abraham, and we know
that the central thing of the life of Abraham
is the great power and fact of resurrection ;
that when Abraham had come to the altar,
and had definitely quitted all that was of the
earth, even though of Godly origin, then it was
that Abraham moved out into what was some-
thing more than an earthly vision and purpose
of God, into what was the heavenly and the
universal purpose of Cod. It was resurrection
that became the basis of what was and is
heavenly in the covenant with Abraham.

It was the earthliness of things during the time
of the Judges, and during Saul’s life, which kept
the City in a place of eclipse, out of sight, and out
of function. And when you come to the reign of
David, you notice it is as the threshing floor
of Ornan is secured for tha temple that the
City comes into its full place. It was then that
God secured His habitation there in a typical
way, and it is by the habitation of God that the
City is what it is. It always has been, it
always will be. It is the presence of God that
makes anything Divine and heavenly. Now
the securing of the threshing floor of Ornan was
in the day when the angel put up his sword ;
when death raging throughout the land was
arrested ; when the sacrifice was slain on that
threshing floor, and an end to a curse bronght
about. Thereafter you have a new beginning
on resurrection ground. Resurrection always
occupies the central plece in relation to heavenly
purposes.

Resurrection is a Separating thing

Resurrection is the key to everything. It is
the key to every fresh movement of God in the
securing of His fullest intention and thought,
and it is always & separating or a dividing thing.

Take a chapter like John v. In that
chapter the Lord Jesus is found speaking about
resurrection. * The hour cometh, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God : and they that hear shall livo”’ (verse
25). That, of course, must be taken spiritually.
Who hear the voice? Not all. It is those
who hear that live, but all do not live. That is
to say, the power of resurrection in the Word
of the Lord (because in verse 24 it is not the
same word as is used in verse 23 *‘ voice,” it is
not the spoken Word of the Lord) divides
spiritually between those who live and those
who remain dead. Resurrection is a dividing
thing, It cleaves the company in two, as it
were. Some hear the spoken Word and live.
They are raised from spiritual death. Others
do not hear. You know that later the Lord
Jesus said : ‘' My sheep hear my voice . . .”
There we have the first form of resurrection.
It is spiritual. It is a raising from spiritual
death, or from among the spiritually dead, and
in a spiritual way men beconie two companies,
the living and the dead.

In the same chapter the Lord Jesus projects
things further into the future. ‘‘The hour
cometh (He does not say ‘and now is’), in
which all that are in the tombs shall hear his
voice (not the spoken Word).” That links
us with 1 Thess : iv. 16.
in which all that are in the tombs shall hear
his woice.”” That must be taken literally, not
spiritually. What happens in that resurrec-
tion ¢ * And shall come forth ; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and
they that have done ill, unto the resurrection
of judgement > {verse 29). Again resurrection
divides.

There are other resurrections in the Word,
and you find that every one of them divides.
There is the general resurrection of believers
mentioned in 1 Thessalonians, and there is a
specific resurrection of believers spoken of in
Philippians iii, the out-resurrection from among
the dead. Paul was quite sure of his position
in 1 Thessalonians. e had no doubt what-
ever of his being in that resurrection, no question
at all. But of the resurrection mentioned in
Philippians iii. he is not so sure, not at all
sure. Of that his own words are : *‘ If by any
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means I may attain unto the out-resurrection ”’;
“Not that I have already obtained *; ‘1
count not myself yet to have apprehended.”
Here is another dividing in resurrection.

We are bound to come to this conclusion, I
feel, that at the same time that resurrection
divides, it also puts in & position, and that the
resurrection of Philippians iii. is not the 1esur.
rection of 1 Thessalonians iv. 1 Thessalonians
iv. is a far more general thing than Philippians
ili. Philippians iii. applies to a much higher
position in the expression of the Divine thought
than does 1 Thessalonians iv,

‘When you come to the Revelation, you find
the statement that the rest of the dead lived
not for a thousand years. Well, there has been
a resurrection, the first resurrection, and it
has wrought a division. * Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection . . .”
(Rev : xx. 8) ; but & good many have been left
out of that. Resurrection has divided again,
you see : it has taken some, and left others.

But again at the end of the thousand years
there is yet another resurrection, and again a
dividing. There is a resurrection, and in con-
nection with this resurrection we read : *“ And
if any was not found written in the book of
life, he was cast into the lake of fire ”’(Rev:
xx. 15). Why state that, if at that time, at
that point in the course of things, all whose
names were in the book of life had been raised
a thousand years before ? Do you mark the
significance, that even after the theusand years
there will be some raised whose names are in
the book, who missed something for a thousand
years ¢ Thus after a thousand years there
takes place & resurrection, which divides be-
tween those whose names are in the book,
and those whose names are not found in the
book. If that were not so, surely a divinely
inspired Word would say that at the end of the
thousand years the rest of the dead were raised
and straightway cast into the lake of fire.
Why say: “. . . if any was not found written
in the book of life ” 7 Resurrection has come,
even at that late date, to divide.

What does all this mean ? It means that
there are resurrections (not one resurrection,
not two resurrections), and every resurrection
represents some stage, some position, some
bound of advancement in the Divine purpose ;
and you can come quickly to this conclusion
that the first, the out-resurrection, is of a
company which reaches the highest position.
Every subsequent resurrection represents some-

thing less than that, We can be Christians
and lose the thousaad years. If that is true,
there may be other things that we can lose.

That is the significance of the overcomer in
relation to Jerusalem. The overcomer, as
seen in Revelation iii, comes to the throne, but
that overcomer company of Philadelphia and
Laodicea is the overcomer company of chapter
xii,, of the man-child. It is a special out-
resurrection company; and surely it is with
that in view that the Lord has brought into our
consideration the urgency of our not. being a
people who are in any degree earth-hound,
world-tied, but utterly out, so that we might
form a part of that company which shall
express the fullest thought of God, and know
the out-resurrection from among the dead.

If you have any doubt as to whether there is
more than one resurrection, read the New
Testament along that one line only. Un-
fortunately the Authorised Version in this case
does not bring the fact out clearly, but the
Revised Version will help you a great deal
more, You will find that two words are used
in relation to resurrection in the New Testa-
ment. Those words are the resurrection of
the dead, and the resurrection from the dead.
The Revised Version makes that distinction.
Resurrection of the dead is one thing. There
is to be a resurrection of the dead that is going
to include everybody, but there iz a resurrec-
tion from the dead, that is, from among the
dead, which does not include everybody., The
Bethany sister beautifully stumbled upon that
truth for our good : ““ I know that he shall rise
again in the resurreotion at the last day”
(John xi. 24). She is speaking of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, when everybody should be
raised. Jesus drew her up and said: “I am
the resurrection ” (verse 23). Now note:
*“ John ** xii. which immediately follows (it is
the continuation of the narrative) says:
“ Jesus therefore six days before the passover
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom
Jesus raised from the dead,” The word is
“ek,” out from among. ‘I am the resurrec-
tion ’'— Whom Jesus raised from the dead.”
In relation to Christ there is something more
than general resurrection from the dead, there
is an out-resurrection. The fuller the re-
lationship to Christ the more God secures by
resurrection,

So that Jerusalem has as its highest feature
the overcomer, on the ground of a resurrection
which, as we see, is of those who have gone all
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the way in their relationship to the Lord, or,
in keeping with our general thought, of those
who have not in any way been earth-bound,
world-related.

Resurrection is separation, but resurrection
as separation is snnply following out the
principle of spiritusll separation now. If 3@ii
and I are separ: unto Gad nai) sotleat
Colossians {ii. 1 is true of us ; “ If them ye watie
raised together with Chwist, seek the things
tbat are above, where Chwist is, seated on the

%OW hand of Ged,” we are on the way to the

ing out of that spirituel separation in af
out-resurrestion from the dead. 1 am net of
thgse whoﬁbelieve that all whe hlgye been s?ved
who are living semi oF particlily worldily lives,
are going to khow the eut-Fesuiiastion. They
are going to lese semething, and it is going te be
ossible for people to have their names in the
k of life aﬂd miss the thousand years, if
the Word means anything at all. 1 ask you
to look at the Word, Dees it say that?
“‘The rest of the dead lived net until th@
thousand years should be finikhwD’’ s
xx 5). Then there is a resui¥eetion, the ks
fe opened, and those whese names are net

iﬂ the book of life are 6ast into the lake of fivee.

Now we understand those tremendous warn-
ings in the letter to the Hebrews, for instance,
about failing of the inheritance, falling of God's

, and losing the bifthfigbt the intention
of . There is that tremendous siatement
fhade about Esau, that he sold his birthright

for a mess of pottage. And then what ? He
ﬁ%‘[ with €8QF§ feund ne laes of re:
g :aeg .TBSH ¢ letigr t8 %@ Helbrews
Witd 'F m%:ggﬂ. %}?};‘%
8 that ms gt they are etef ‘I

No! They have lost their birthuigjitt, they
have lost their inheritance, not necessarily
their eternal life. They may at the end of the
thousand years still be in the book of fife, but
lose their inheritance.

Now you understand why it is that there is
such stress laid on utterness for Gall: perhaps
you undersfand a little better the nature of
what we call the Testimony, and why it is
necessary for us to come out in a piritual
way from e m%fthing, even religiously, as of
this worldl, stand apart fof Gadl. Why
all that ? Why not succour tbe more generally

ed tbiﬁg ? For this reason, that God
has shown & more utter thing of His will, which
makes a more utter d , and fepresmts a
more utter cost. It brings into & realm of &
fore utter conflict and anguish. Butf what
can we do, when we have seen the heavenly
vision, but go on ? *“To him that ommtmﬂh
will I grant to sit with me in my throne ..
There is kingship.
Resurrection is the key to everything in the
of God. It is the basis of everything.
And resurvertiion is always a dividing thing.
You can come to one resurwadiion and miss
another. It depends on how far you have gone
on with the Lord. This is not a question of
salvation, this is subsequent to salvation.
Patil had no doubt about his salvation, and no
doubt about that which was bound up with
salvatien unto life,. But there Is another
restiestion inside of that, and of that he
was het 56 suFe. Fey tbat he had te %’Eﬁiﬂ

6vsfy Herve sphii s %@ugf s mj
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The Essential Newness of

the New Creation
No. §

REapmye : II.. Cor. v. 1-21.

‘“ Eor the love of Ciwist constxzimeth us......"
(verse 142;& .

......that they which live should not hence-
forth live unto t "
(verse 15).

Tuose are the two fragments which will
govern our meditation :* .....] tike love of Christ
constraimeth uvs...... na Hermedbotth. . ... ouatto
him:"” Although these words were penned long
after the day when the Apostle was apprehended
by Chwist Jesus, they clearlly reach back to that
beginning of things in his own experience, and
they form moreover a very fitting introduction
to his own life ; for as we know his life now in a
considerable fulness, we are able to see how
true it all was to these wordis. There is a sense
in which we can say that these words are a
summary of the life of the Apostle Paul. “The
love of Christ constraineth us,” “‘mott hence-
forth...... unto themselves, but unto him...... ”
Those sentiments very truly govern the life of
this man from the day when he met the Lord
to the day when he laid down the earthly task.

What was true in his own case he sought to
press home upon all others, that it might be
equally true of them. He binds others with
himself. He says: “ .....] tie love of Christ
constraineth us......"”" “ because we thus judye
...... ,* * that they which live......”
he had certain people defimitely in mindl, when
he thus wrote, we do not know. Possibly this
was not the case, and that his use of the plural
here is just the expression of his own great
lenging that it might be true ef all the Lerd’s

. He knew himself te be so teuly
geverned By that eenstr leve, and he
Wowld fpt {hat his ewn ease Sheuld be excep:
tional, but that the passien ef every Reart
might be sumined up ih the declaration, * e
leve of Ch¥ist eenstraineth us,” * heneeferth
...... unte, him

I feel we are perfectly justified in taking
these words as representing the Lord's will for
us, as setting before us the standard which the

Lord would have true in our own case, that we
also should say with the same depth of reality,
Y. the love of Christ constraineth us...... ,’
* henceforth...... unto him,’’ not unto ourselves.
If you look at the whole again,
you will see that this is related to the Crass, on
the one hand, and to ambassadorship on the
other. Mark the statements : “ ..... one diied
for all, then were all dead ™ : resultamt from
that, ~ ...... wnt® thim . ..... "—* that they which
live should not henceforth live unto themselves,
but unte him which died for them, and rose
again ™ (verse 15, A.V.); * We are ambassadons
therefore on behalf of Christ...... * (verse 20,
R.V.). Yom notice the significance of that word
* therefore ™—* We are ambassadors therefore
on behalf of Chmist...... * That is what it
means to be “ henceflartth unte Him," and the
place of the Cross here is, quite cleanlly, the
settling, ance for all, of all matters of interest
which are from the interests of the Lord
Jesus. That death with the Lord Jesus was a
death in which all our own persanal interests,
of anmy andl every kind, were for ever buried, amd|
the interests of the Lord Jesus hecame pre-
eminent, pre-domimamt. the one passion of our
living to be “hencefortth..... unto him......~
How ? “\We are ambassadors...... on behalf of
Christ.” The Crass means that the Lord Jesus
becomes the real passion, concern, dominatin,
interest of a life whiidh has been crucified, wikit
has died to all its own interests, because of His
love. *“ The llove of Christ constiaineth us......”

The Crass and total Abandonment to the Lord

This says to us in very clear terms that the
Cross represents a total abandonment to Chiist.
We may have heard that times. It does
not concern me very, much how many times
I have said it or have heard it. What does
concern me is that we should be there. 1 am
tremendously burdened, and there is a strong,
andl deep longing in my heart that what is here
should, in spirit and in truth, become true off us
all ; that we should be able to say with the same
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depth and reslity as did the Apostle : * The
love of Christ constraineth us,” *‘ henceforth
...... unto himn,™ ‘“we are ambassadors......on
behalf of Cluriist."

That, then, calls for the same utter abandon-
ment to Himm as obtained in the life of this
ambassador. That calls for the same meaning
of the Crass in our case as in his ; complete death
to all interests save the Lord’s; life only,
al for Christ. That is how ambassa-
dors are made. Ambassadors are not officials,
appointed on official grounds. The amissasdios
of Christ are such because Clwiist’s interests are
paramoumnt, are pre-dominant in thelr heais;
lor when we say *the love of Christ eon-
straineth us,” this is a heart matter between the
Lord Jesus and outselves. So that, on the one
hand, it is the Cross and total abandenment
to the Lord, and, on the other hand, it is

The Cross and a Passion for the Interests of
the Lord

Paul was an exemplary ambassador. One
thing which he was often found saying was :
“1 am resdy..."~ Far awsy from mneedy
saints at Corimth he would write and say:
** 1 s remdly to eome to you ™ (I1. Cor. xii. 14).
He was ready to make long, tiring, difficult, and

Eglous joumgys in the interests of Christ in
ourneys were more difficult in
Pa.ul's day than in ours, and involved a good
deal more than do jourmeys nowadays. But
he said, with a real concern for their smntual
well-being, “ I am readly to come to you.

To far off Romans he wrote : ** Iaam readly to
preach the gospel to you...... * (Romn. i. 15).
From his prison in Rome, where he had fulfilled
his readiness to preach to them also, he wrote
at the last to his son Ti *
ready to be offered...... a1 Tnm iv. 6). To
those who sought to dissuade him from going
into the very lion’s mouth at Jerusalem, he
said : “ I am ready...... to die at Jerusalem for
the name of the Lord Jesus ** (Acts xxi. 13).

That readiness hadl a considerable background.
If it were put to us, we should, in a sense, say
that we wereready but I -womder if we zare
ready. Readiness means more than being
willing. Most of us would respond and say,
Well, if the Lord wants it I amreadly ! But are
we readly ¥ Whatt constituted iness in the
ease of the Apostle ? With all our readiness it
is just possible that before we got very far we
should be stumbled, we should stop short, and
the reasons might be various.

Let us face this quite defmitely. It is not
necessary to press the question of an am-
bassadorship to a foreign country on some b:tof
public sexvice. Ambessedionstiip relates
miueh to the place where we are in our life now
It relates to the business place. It is wherever
we are that eur am ship is to hold good.
New then, are we f ? Ave we thus ready,
with this passien fer the interests ef the Lafd
Jesus, s8 that ihere we are feund utte
abandened ta Him t8 seeurs these mﬁerssﬁg

Igig strange H&E \?'gﬂs ) m afs Fepared te
{ s% f?s §@vs %@;@

Qf Ve E&ggﬂ g4t on & &old EWiEH;
5{8 gQ %&i S Vely saihe §§§
Yy A
Wl W, B Ha
b ol 7

, g , ﬁ s oh,
mes Boahis | |
nlll 18
alls “ s %%E%
...... i il B 9!88 :

bwllz’onl all occaslk ons. ‘;Afre we I

aul took charge the ship s co

made himself r ible for the mnmpml
interests of the men on the ship. Wherever le
wags, in his prison, in his travels, in his journeys,
and his sojourins, he was all the time bent upen
the interests 6f the Lord Jesus with ceneern sndl
eagerness. That was ene aspeet of his readi-
ﬂes and is p@fmp§ the ene eof mest general

pplication ahel ehiallenge.

There are other of readiness. The
readiness of Paul was constituted by his having
settled, ance for all, his own persomsl, spinitul
proliems. Youw never find Paul tied up in the
knots of persomsl spirittusll problems, going
round, and round, and round, and never getting
anywhere because his own spiriinell problems
are all the while bothering him. ! Had
that matter settled at the bggnning. Hie got over
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that fence, and went away into Arabia, and
when Paul said he was ready, it meant that he
was at leisure from himself spiritually, No
man s ready, in this sense, who is not free
from himself spiritually. We do not mean
that every question that can ever come to us
has been answered, and every problem has been
solved, but that we are so utterly abandoned
to Christ that we know quite well that, if we go
on with the Lord, sooner or later, all those
things will solve themselves. Qur business is
to go on, and get free from ourselves spiritually.
Those who are self-occupied in & spiritual way
are the unready, the unprepared. Why not
relegate your ** locking-up ” problem to a place
where you trust the Lord to deal with that when
He pleases, and get on with the business of the
Lord, get on with the Lord’s interests ; recog-
nise the desperate need that there is spiritually
in this world, and give yourself to it. I venture
to say you will come back to your pigeon holes
and find your problems all solved. You will
come back and find that that thing which was
laid on the table for the time being has looked
after itself, is no longer a problem to you.
While you sit there with it all, the Lord's
interests are being suspended, and you, in the
mesantime, are getting nowhere at all. Aban.
donment to the Lord in this way in faith is the
first essential, the Lord’s interests becoming
the predominant things, the passion of. your
heart. There is nothing like that abandonment
to the Lord for solving personal problems.
Christ becomes the Emancipator, when we
abandon ourselves to Him. That is readiness,

Another aspect of Paul’s readiness was this,
that he had counted the cost: this like the
former question was settled once for all. Paul
had sat down and faced it out. He had weighed
it all up. He had said to himself : Now, I have
& name for being such-and-such a man : I have
a reputation, I have a position, I have influence ;
I am known to have taken the line which I have
taken without any reservation at all. Having
taken that line in the manner that I have, 1
have gained a position. That position repre-
sents a great deal. I know quite well what all
my friends, and all the people who, from my
present standpoint, are most worth considering,
think about the other line of things, of that
course which lies before me now. I know what
they think. I lmow their attitude. I know
how they treat people who go that way.
I know quite well that it will cost everything.
It means reputation, position, influence, all

gone, and more than that, that those who are
now for me, who have been on my side so
strongly, will become my bitterest foes. I
know that it may involve my being cast out of
public life, out of domestic life. I know quite
well that what they did to Jesus of Nazareth
they will not hesitate to do to me, but my life
goes with. this. He had weighed it all up from
every standpoint, put it all in the balances,
and settled it once for all. If I take this course,
I have nothing to expect from this world but
complete antagonism. From all my friends
I have nothing to expect but the loss of ell
things. That is how Paul put it. He had
settled the cost, so that later on when things
began to work out as he had anticipated, he
was not stumbled in his conrss ; he did not come
to a standstill to go over the whole matter
again, he went on. All those matters had been
dealt with, and were behind him. So often
we are arrested because we come up against the
cost of things, the price to be paid ; we find we
are not ready for that. “I am ready to die
voeens 3“1 am ready to preach 3“1 am
ready to go 7y 1 am already being
offered, and the last drops of my sacrifice are
falling.”” (That is the literal translation of the
words to Timothy.) Paul pictures himself as a
drink-offering being poured out for his Christ.
That is abandonment to Christ. That is
passion for Christ’s interests. That is the
meaning of the Cross—‘‘ henceforth
him " ; dead to self, and all else.
This is & challenge to us. Are we ready !
Are we so detached from sel, the world, and
attached to Him by His love, that His interests
really are the dominating interests of our life
all the time ? The Lord needs more men and
women like this. Have you settled down to a
more or less ordinary kind of Christian life ?
Is there a going on from day to day, and week
to week, and month to month, and perhaps
from year to year, with none of this real passion
in our relationship to the Lord Jesus for the
seeking of His interests here in this world ?
Are you watching closely the interests of your
Lord every day ? Are you making sacrifice for
those interests ? Yes, it may break in even
upon your home life. Sacred as home life may
be, if the Lord’s interests should challenge
even that, are you prepared—nay, not only pre-
pared, but ready in this positive semse ? I do
not mean that you will never feel the matter
press upon you. I have no doubt that Paul
very often felt the drain, the weariness, the cost,
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but there was never amy guestion, never any
hesitation, as to what course was to be taken.
*1 @ wessdiy..... 1 Q! dio hesr the Lord,
the Spiriit's call to your heart for this abandon-
ment of the true ambassador of Jesus Clrist.
gb not rgi%?fdi an} a ip as being t;orl'

ose spe people who go out on specia
conINNISsions.

We started by pointing out that Paul sought
to brimg the whole company of believers into
this state of concern with himself. To these
Coariirtthhian believers he saidi : **...... we beseech
we entreat. We are all called into this
position as ambassadors. Paul had a longing
to see the interests of the Lord Jesus served at
all times.

Are you readly to let your home go somewhat,
if Hiis interests call ? Are you readly to let your
worldlly praspects go, if Hiis interests call ? Are
you willing, in following out His interests, to
lose the good opinion of your friends, the
esteem of others, your fi on, the loss of
everything, so long as the Lord’s interests are
served ? Are you holding everything here in
this world,, evetyHii tiiown and everything
else—in the interests of the Lord ? Are you
sure that you are using all that you have for
the Lord ? Are you using your home ? Are
you using your business ity ? Are
you using your means ? Is everything for Him ?

I am aware that this is nothing more than an
appeal to your hearts. There is not a deal
of profound teaching here, but 1 feel this is what

oooooo

forming , *“ The love of Christ con-
straineth ™! No longer unto ourselves, but
unto Him! *“We are ambassadors......of

Chuistt..... 1™ Those who stay at home, and
continue in business andl in the home life, should
not be anmy the less ambassadors than those
who go abrowdl. There ought to be in us the
spirit of, *1 am readly to preach......,"” “1am
rcady to go...... s "1 am ready to die...... "
1 am readly in this full sense of readiimess, with
the result that everything is held so loosely,
as not to be able to keep me back from serving
the Lord’s Interests ! Everything is regarded
solely in the light of how it can serve the Lerd,
andl if it eannet serve the Lord, we have no
personal interest in it. 1f we are obliged to be
In any given thing as in this wovldl well and
good, but our hearts are not in that for any
E@fﬁ@ﬁﬁl interests at alll; our hearts will enl
ave to be in it in so far as it is our duty, We
will do what is eur duty with all eur might
bt the conniestion must serve the interests 6
the Lerd Jesus up te the hilf; as far as that is
pessible. That is the attitude teward life
whieh is ealled fer. 1t-is pessible that this
spiFit, this element, this real coneerh and passion
fgf the Lerd, may have drepped eut of the lives
many.

Ambassadors are not ambassadors because
they have been appointed, but because **thwe
love of Christ constrasimetin.™ We are not
ambassadors of Clhwrches, congregations, assem-

blies, we are ambassadors of ist. The Lord

is needed, a people of this sort, who resllly do write this in our hemtts.
andl can say, with & backgrommd, a true con-
NEW LITERATURE * FHHLILOWSHIP ™
By “SYNDESMOS*
“THE NEW BIRIH™ ,
Price Fourpence
being chapters 3 and 4 of
“Wée Beheld His Glory" reprinted in I¥ THE PRESS
an attractive form to send to the “ THE
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postage id.
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“Im the Face of Jesus Christ”’

No.

Genesis xxii. 1-3, 16-17.
Numbers : xii. 7-8

1 Sammed|: xiii. 14.

Acts : xiii. 22.

Phil: ii. 8.

1Cor:ii 9 11 Cor: x. 3.

The Man Conceived
Eucn of the above passages has some bearing
upon this matter. Perhaps the one which
touches most immediately upon the particular
thought is that which refers to David, Acts xiii
(quoted from Samuel and from Psalm Ixxxix):
“1 have found Davidl the son of Jesse, @ #en
after my heart, who shsll do all will.”
Such 8 word elearl expresses Ged's @
releted to a man, that Ged has in Hi§ heaft
the man whem He desires. Alreadly the life-
size pert¥aid of the maﬂ of His owh desire is in
the heart of Ged may sesm a s l
methed ef appf&%iﬂ Bui 1 thinlk it is helphul
andl expressive 18 think of Gedl a8 RaviR
leeked u? in Hiss heart the pieﬁufe of a mah wh

READINGS :

satishes His heart, agd &od i
488 ef he fhan 10 SRSWEF o that Bl@%ﬂf@;

gelsdn Hemaﬁa eF His heast. 1t Js &

ﬁfgﬁg eus% g zeﬁi E@t 8 sveﬁ %aaa

ai it § 8iH¥ s {Hat G
ver had iR igﬁéﬁfé

§§%l§

Qﬁi‘gf fiﬂh& Hi@g P@HE ﬁ? {\%
QHWS ﬁ? fg

@g | qE
Loy il &

H uu§§8 HBW

s 416 1o, el |s el msa

We are oecu ied with the kind of man that
is. What kind of man is he who is in the
heart of Godl ? What is it that characterizes
that one of whom God will say, * A man after
nuy heart ™ ? 1 think that the man after God's
heart is characterizsdi and distinguished by one
thing, and that one thmi in Godl's sight in-
cludes all else. What is the one thing, mclud-

iy m%‘és&ﬁﬁh’%é“%

{Bad’h¥ %@H@ﬁ
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ing all else, from Gods standpoint which
marks out the man after Godr's heart ? I have
very little doubt whatever in my own heart
but that I am right when I say that the one
thing, which includes all else from God's
standpoint, is obedience.

We mention some of the men who stand out
in the history of relationships with Gedl as the
most conspicuous instances and illustrations,
men of whom Godl said the higgest things
which have ever been said to and of men.

Abraham
* By myself have 1 swormn, saith the Lord *
(Gen.: xxii. 16)). Yow cannot go beyond that.
When God swears Himself, neither He nor
any other can swear by 8 grester. ﬂi\ir;yself
have 1 sworn.” That meaﬁs 1, Gedl,
cominit Miyself, with all that 1 am and all that
I have, to this uhdertgilslipg! 1 stand into
this with every bit of My being and feﬁﬁufé‘é "
niyself have 1 swieri, b@@ﬁuse theu .
hast net withheld thy sen, thine enly sen .
It is impessible to fail to recegnize the implisit
instant, unguestioning obedience of Abraham.
Loek h at the reserd. ‘‘And it eame to
ass after these things, that Ged did preve
braham, and said uhte Rim Take now
thy sen, thine enly sen, wham theu levest
gven lsaas, and get thes inte the landl ef
H;aﬁd gffer hifn there for a biwng offer-
ﬂ Hh e of the mewntains which 1 will
tell thee ef Aﬂai Abraham rese eafly iR the
memiﬁ aﬁd §ad %d his ass, ang tee we ef
5 With him, agel 8886 i§ §6f
aV8 E weee fer @HHE
FQ§S tt? 6ﬂ€ . "" I V@H yFe
,,1 ff & deman

EE;WB sta iﬂ §H meﬁiﬁ
ﬁQE

E a8 we eould W@
Wit tHe sth astwe .
ne ti&ﬁe
ere and

a§ ih@ugh img zn ﬁigﬁge wehbie atm

im i§ thaﬁ ap ungwestiening Mi@nse,
ing in this,* By myself have I swern .
Be utter foF M, and I will be witer foF you !
The man after G@m heaft
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Mioses
* My servant Msses is not o ;; e is faithful
in all mine house : with him will 1 speak mouth
to mouth...” (Num.: xii. 7-.8); directly,
not in dark speeehes not in parables, not in
mysteries, but with the open face.

David
the Lord heth himn & ‘man
after hls own heart, and the Lord hath d
him to be prince over his people . . . ™ (1 S&m::

xiii. 14). Whetever we may have to say of
human shadows in the life of David, there is
this one thing whieh, from the Divine ,
covers a multitude of sins, that Davi
unhesitating and unreserved in his obedience
to Godl. ere may be many weaknesses in
the life, but given obedlence, Geod finds His
ground.

This is what is meant by the fear of the Lord.
That is not a dread of the Lord, and the word
* fear ™ is not used here,,msooﬂeﬂmmm
us, of being afrald of the Lord. The fear
of the Lord here means the regarding of the
Lord’s will as the first, the primary, the |pre-
eminent, the pféd@ﬁiliﬂmt thing, and bein
abandoned te It. That is the fear of the Lerd.

Obediience is always a matter of Faith

God never explains why He asks for a certain
course. Godl never explains Himself, when He
calls for obedience, whether it be in 8 specifie
matter or in the whole life. Neither does He
give the issue of our obedience in advance. He
simply requests it. He simply makes His will
known, intimates that a certaih eourse Is
aeeafdiing to His mind, and leaves it there.
Our hearts immedisisly begin to seel for an ex-
?lﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ Why ‘dees tne Lord want this and
hat ? Why dees the Lerd desiFe do leadhuisitntikiis

wayefiﬂ hat? W d@@@ the Lefd f
this ? @uf ienee is 86 ofte z‘e
slow, behmdﬂm&i tase §% aﬂ the. ame 8
§setsiﬁ {e be sat
aae aﬂe w e Qf we S.WS 1@5@
indeed,; we 9 sf a%
waﬂc ) avs 3l the s§§m ﬁae
sillt, the i§§H8 Ei
6@&3@ inte the st ﬁe §aﬂ§ eaeﬂ EE@
whele matter, be we start et en it.

Lord never gives s either of these thin 5;
neither explanations ner issues. He Mmal
known to us His desire, and, leaving it thefe

ives us the very highest p@ssible gfeuﬂd of
aith in Himself.

I was readiing early this moming the
of David’s men. You are familiar wiitin
that great chapter. When 1 read it, 1 did not
begin at the beginning of the chapter, 1 read the
last part, the prowess, the mighty deeds of
certain of his mighty men. What mighty
deeds they were! Ome man to slay three
hundred : to go down into a pit in winter and
take a lion by the beard at close quarters and
slay him ouwtrighttt; and many other things did
these mighty men. But of all of them it was
said that they did not attaln unto the first
three, and 1 was diriven back again to have
anether leek at what it was that put these
three in such a superior pesitien. If nene of
these ether deeds resulited in the deers of them
attaining unto the firs¢ three, then the ffirst-
three muist be wenderful men. 1 did net find
miieh said abeut the three, but neted this ene
eutstandin fmﬁg @ﬁ\e Q%Dawal breathed a

desire : ¥ Ve me wafef te
dfiﬂls ef zne w&ﬁ stﬁ Jens wma@ 15
(11 88 §1f8,
“.EE}% H‘if@@ E*
aVid | %@2 it Was

given,

e
& desiFE exiressed ae
aﬂd% ngéﬂaje [HHHEE %&9&@

i %éégg
S

cLOf, gé i
( -

w ch € gi €C i

The highest level is gamed when the Lord
offers no rewardis, gives no explanations in
advance, nothing which might seem like solid
ground under our feet, but simply indicates
to us that & certain direetion is the direction
of His heart, and then we areleft to the choeice
of what greund we will take, Will we take it
en that greund alene, er will we wait for ex-
plaﬁaﬂeﬁs, will we wait for assurances, will we
wait for pronmises, will we wait until we have
double assuranee that, if we take this coutrse, it

will be all ri Obediience is ahways a
matter of faithgm
The Way into the Foreordained Works of God,

and into the Larger Life of the Lord

We are told that we were crested in Christ
Jesus unto good works which Godl foreordained

22
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that we should walk in them, and we are always
stretching out in some way or other to get into
the foreordained works ; asking what they are,
where they are, how tbey are, praying that we
might be led into the foreordained wafks
lt is our desire to be in them. If it is true that
“ kmowm umto Gail awe gl his works from the
beginning of the world ™ (Acts xv. 18), the
whole plen is made, the whole programme is
arranged, evervthing is alreadly preparatl; God
has foreordained the works. There is nothing
incidental, nothing casusl, nothing springing
up as in time, but alreadly before the foundation
of the world the works have Ireen epared aidl
foreordained. OR, to be in that! Hew can it be 7
Simply by obedience of faith. De the next
thing that the Lerd tells you, witheut asking
any gquestions, and yeu will Gﬁﬁi@ inte th@
works foreerdained. 1f Ged eame al g
shewed yeu the complete plan, yeu weuld leap
inte it. 1f He were to say, Here is my f@@t
attern, arrangetl, mappe ‘it all d
gefare ever you eame inte beihg, before this
world was ereated ! Leek at it! Yeu have a
plase in thae) Will yeu %aks yauf eplaee ?
Yo weldld net hesitats. gﬂa! thin
het @ i

fé, s ;g& % 935“ L@féa s Vel
ﬁgs% et o Ws@i%;ﬂ szgxig %%iéfé%g%
il F}% i
ik — Gl gt
??,  §:

eéﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁa s

...... and as they wem they were

healed.”

You see the principlle. Just take one step,
and that step will bring you into something
larger, but it is the step of faith's dbedience.

There may be for us some vastness of Divine
design and intention hanging upon a single
act of obedience. which may seem 10 be verv

83

insignificant, so much a thing in itself, and yet
the Lord has put His finger upon it, and per-
haps He has come back with that fﬁn%er again
and perhsps agaim, and ssiitl: Yes, I do not
forget that there is something which you have
to take back, or something which you have to
give up, something where a matter of obedience
to the Lord has not been thorough, something
that He has asked. I wonder if we are in the
ace where we are going to have the Lord
ammer us unmtil we cannot get out of it, and
then, because we camnot get out of it, simply
break under it, and give that kind of obedience
to the Lord ; or whether we are of the fiirst
three—Lord is that your desire ? I only want
to know it, that is enough! If that is the
direction of your will, I want nothing more
than thet! Whet is the order of obedience ?
Such obedience leads, then, into the way of
the foreordained works, and the larger life in
the Lord. If you have been in danger of
falling into the snare of wamting to have the
whole of Godf's purpose for your life brought
into clear view, or if you have fallen into that
snare, and you have not moved because the
presentation to you has not been big enough to
draw you out, please remember that it is a
snare, and seek to get out of it very quiekly.
Remember that the whole of your
life is hanging upen seme habit of which the
Lerd has 5@15, I weuld rather net thed! A
reservation of obedience, it may be, as to seme
part of His Werd, It is danger alwystohe—
ﬁ to catalogu bﬂiﬂ@ﬁ, for it is casy to niss
8 ene that 6&5% EH’I féﬁ?@fﬂb@f that wpen
hay ses shall tatter of
he Lerg’s will me efd § d ghire; there may be
5§ Ve of Godrs desire and Ged’s
1§ sthall, when it is a matter
the Lerd. Everyihing hangs

God allies Himself with the utterly obedient

* By mnysdif loeee 1 sworm.. . . ™ Nisttice tiee
repetition of the *“I will ** of Gedl in relation
to the man of obedience. The Lord has com-
mitted Himself, the Lord has allied -Himself,
the Lord has Himself in line with the
man of utter obedience. It is no smalll thin
to have the Lord allied, commmitted, boun
up with your life.

The obediience of Faith may lead into dieep tminll
There follows this, that the obedlience of
faith may lead into deep trial. In faithfulness
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we must say that. People very often think
that if they are but utterly obedient to
the Lord, then the sun will begin to shine
at once, and all the shallowness will disappear
from the path, and things will be wonderful.
Oh, what a comfortable path is the path of
absolute obedience! Not always! There is
something within which is more than all that
may come, but we must be faithful and say
that the path of obedience, the obedience of
faith, may, and very often does, lead into deep
trial. And because trial follows our obedience,
when we have abandoned ourselves to the
Lord and said we will go utterly after Him,
because fiery trial sometimes becomes our lot
upon such a step, often the enemy springsin at
that point and seeks to make us believe that
we have been mistaken, that, after all, this is
not the way of the Lord for us, we really have
not taken His way, we have gone another way.
You know the perplexities and the difficulties
which often arise in the realm of doing His
will. There is conflict over every step that is
taken in the will of God. Very rarely do we
take a step of obedience, the obedience of faith,
but what instantly we find ourselves in terrible
conflict on that very thing, tested by the step
we have taken. That is quite in order. 1t
alwuys has been. I expect it always will be.
But there is this: it is vindicated at length.
“For we have need of patience, that, having
done the will of God, ye may receive the
promise >’ (Heb.: x. 36). You have need of
patience after you have done the will of God.
Surely that implies that, even when you have
done the will of God, you do not always come
immediately into possession of the good, the
blessing, the reward. But in the end all
obedience of faith is fully vindicated, and you
cannot find it otherwise in the case of anyone
-of those who have taken that course.

The Obedience of Faith signifies the dominion of
the Lord over the L ife

It indicates how much He is Lord, how much

we have become abandoned to Him, how much

He dominates our whole being, our whole
life, our whole course here, all our interests.
This is indicated, signified, by the obedience of
faith. Where the Lord is not utterly Lord,
obedience and faith are limited, are divided.
Obedience is proportioned to abandonment
to His dominion. It may prove a serious test
as to where we are, Are you holding some-
thing back ! Are you not responding in some
matter ? Have you got a controversy with
the Lord ? Have you been arguing ! There
is no harm in it! Other good people do it!
Are you finding a back-door-way out of some-
thing that the Lord has presented to you ?
It does not matter about other people. “ Why
call ye me Lord, and do not the things which
I say”? See where He puts things. If
you are honest in what you say, when you call
Me, Lord, then it needs be that you do all that
I say! The two things go together ; otherwise
there is a contradiction. The obedience of
faith is that by which His Lordship is signified
as & reality.

A man after God’s heart ! The glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ! Here is the Man
after God’s heart. Notice those two passages
to which we have referred: “. .. found in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, be-
coming obedient even unto death, yea, the
death of the cross ”’ (Phil.: ii. 8); *... bring-
ing every thought into captivity to the obedience
of Christ . . .” (11 Cir.: x. 5). That is but
another way of saying, being made conformed
to the image of His Son. ‘.. . Obedient unto
death . . . "’ ; “ every reasoning into eaptivity
to the obedience of Christ ”’ (R.V.M.)—1s there
a vindication ? * Wherefore also God highly
exalted him...” That iz the Man with
Whom by faith and the Holy Ghost we are
joined.

The Lord give us obedient hearts, Christ-
likeness. May we come into the place where
all the fulness of the Lord’s desire for us is
possible of realization, because He has a clear
way opened in our hearts by the obedience of
feith, T. A.8.
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The Risen Lord and the things which Caninet be
Shaken

No. 1

Reunnw : Acts ¢ i.

The Preeminence of Life

WaeN we view and come into touch with the
gituation as .t is toda}> amongst the Lord’s
own people, and seek to diagnose the position,
andl to reach the point where we see and know
what the need above all others is. I think we
are not far from the truth when we sy thed the
matter of preeminent importance is that of
Lis. Everything. I feel, can be gathered up
into that. It governs all other matters.
touches all other situations. When all has baeﬂ
gid and done in relation te Christ, and His
work, in relation te deetiine, if relation to me
Chviistian life, in f@l@ﬁ@ﬂ t@ the whale weﬂs

Godl, the peint

and F@VQIV%& aha % aﬁ wi \%&y}mﬁ% its
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fess, beeatise witheut the Ii
Mark you, the case is not one of presenting
choice between these things ; for the life will
require these things and will accompany them,
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of be accompanied by them. But it is possible
to bhave all that side of things without the life,
andl therefore for this very complete outfit
to be lackinmg in vitality, in Divine energy,
spiritual dynammic, abiding ~efffmiiveness, wm-
dying fruit.

If that is so, then it means that there are
matters which come before these, and such
matters have to be established. There is
something that must come before all or
the things mentioned. There is that whi
basic to a large grasp of Scri afuller
measure of truth, a grest of Christian
work, and serviice, snd 50 om.  Sometthing comes
before all that, and that something has to be
established.

This raises two points, which we mresy mesrition
at this juncture.

Fnrstly thalt we nogyy put thwm rownd tﬂue

50 deihg
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This i1s what we mean by putting things
round the wrong way, and in doing so to come
to a false place where we know it all, while
yet it Is of very little effective value ; a false
place, where to know after that manmer is
to put us outside of the pale of receiving new-
nessl;e freshness. It is @& temiiblle statie n which
to

Tbe' second thing is that we must re-read our

,_espectallly 1he Joew 1 eskoment, Jyom &

e stehte W hist Hat SPeke e SEane

Tt 4 ] the theglogical standpoint,
W&@ et s Bift; i

ot gt the a6
standpeint, Bid the &
the pg@w ’ ;

%mf_
ikl standpeint. !_[%
nesw: guestien is that of life, and if 18

pssiBle te have all these things—deetrine,
futh, Bible lknewledge, and se en—and ¥et
be witheut the life, then eur appreach to the
Seriptures will have to be ehanged, er will have
to be of a eertain kind ; that i, we shall have
to re-rewd our New Testament, not with a view
to learnihg the doetrine, net with a view te
comprehending truth, net with a view te know-
ing the Seripiuwes, the wiitten Word as sueh,
but we shall have to read from the sipiritual
standpoint.

How Do We Read Our BiblesP

We will explain that. Our approach to the
New Testament can be in two ways. .

Firstly, it can be from what we may call the
camuallaivee stamdimiinyt ; that is, as we have the
complete writings of the New Testament. Here
is the Book completed; we have it entire.
Now, we may approsch it as a complete whole.
We believe that Godl has nothing to add to it,
though He may have mueh fmore to reveal fioin
it. But, so far as the Beolk is eencerned, it is
final, it is complete. We may approach it,
therefore, in its completeness, and we mMma:
take a subject or a theme, and with the whole
Book in our hand piece that subject o that
themhe together. It will be touched upen here,
and there, and there, and threughelt the whele
Book; and we gather up these pieees, these
fragments, these touches, and pht them all
together, and, as we do s, forih them into a
system of trutl; we systematize the Divine
revelation by gathering up its scattered fiag-
ments and bringing them together, and maling
of each, or any one of them, a whele, 50 far as
we see. Or we may take things like the atone-
ment, justification by faith, reconciligtion, and
a multitude of other themes and subjects, and

collect what is said about these matters firom
the various of the whole cummuilative
record, and put them into an order, and thus
they beconie a system, a doctrine, or doctrine
tematized. We can approach the New
estament, or the whole Bible, in that way,
froin whaatwechaaeccadléelt Hee camnldaiveesttant-
point. That is one way.

There is another way. We can approach it

the personal and the experinenttdl stand-
poinit of the writers and of the people to whom
they wrote. That is to say, we may move with
the Apostles in the iczell side of their life
which led to and called for the doctrine. That
is an altogether different way of roach.
If you think about it, and I hope you will, you
will be able to determine which is the academic,
the theological, the doctrimsll, and which is the
living, accordiing as you meet with it, and the
meaning of what we have said about having
things round the wirong way, and of being placed
very largely in a false position will becomne quite
clear to you. (Yow will have to be patient,
I know, this touches the hesrt of things.)
The big guestion, after all,—andl it is an open
guestion—is whether the New Testament was
ii%‘t?%ﬁﬂd%d te be systematized as te its teaching
a ¥

I wonder what Paul would think, for instance,
were he to come back to-day and look over the
literature of the past many centuries upon his
letters, the systems of truth, of dectrihe, the
wendeiful o, itions men have mhade of the
things whieh he said in a mement of inspiratien
and nesd—1 wender what he weuld say. 1
think he weuld leek at it with blank amaze-
fhent, and say, Well, that ever theg e6ild have
made that ewt of what 1 said! That ever that
eould have resubatl! 1 am net sure that he
would fese%zise his ewn t@&@ﬁiﬁg; I am gwie
sure that he weuld be very detbiful a8 {e
ngﬂi@f it was the right ewtwerking ef what he
§aid.

I simply raise that as a question, and yet
include it as something upon which to reflect.
Does not a systematizing of truth resuilt in
limitation, in a set-ness which breathes death ?
The New Testament themes are far, far too big
for our moulds. Youw cannot systematize the
Crass of the Lord Jesus, you can only go on your
krieestIl ggd w ip, cgg;cio&ls that you see
some remll?y ar ond your power to
compass. But immediately you bavepboxed it
in a system of truth, you have reduced it froum
its divine and eternal dimensions, and robbed it
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of its power, and brought it into a realm of death
in that measure. The Person of Christ, the
resut¥ection of Chviist—take any one of the great
themes of the New Testament—when you have
so wondeifully brought together all the frag-
ments and orgenized them, and put them inte a
manusl, a text book, you have killed the thing,

It may be very helpful and very useful to
know w the Bible teaches about wvarious
things. I am not saying that it is wrong to

know that, to follow out, and follow thiough,
to know everything that the Word of Godl has
to say upon . But I am saying that
it is a question as to whether the New Testamenit
was intended to be systematized as doetrine.

We must always see to it that we leave
enough room for Gedi; and when you say, or
when any body of people or any iindividual
says, Now that is the teaching upon any given
subject, and you must accept that, conform
to that, you have systema things and
crested a mould into which you are trying to
foree people, and you will find that, sooner of
later, it becomes akin to the mould of the law,
to judaistic legalism, which is bondage, which
does fiot leave enough reom for God.

The Jews had the Olidl Testament Scrijpthaness.
They systematized those Scri , and so
treated they taught them thoroughly. Every
fragment they so thoroughly threshed out that
one Rabbi drew up fifteen hundred odd laws
on the one law of the Sabbeth. Now the Sab-
bath is gavemed by over fifteen hundred by-
laws! You can understand that they bind
heavy burdens and grievous to be borne and
puit them upon men's shoulders. And if they
did that with every fragment of Serigcure, no
wonder it proved to be an lmpossible yoke.
But so theroughly did they systematize things,
as to say in effect, Now this is the law, analysed
and applied, and outside of this you must not
eve : within this eompass you st have youF
b&iﬁ@w : By this yeur herizen must be fixed and
86t 1

When the Lord Jesus came, and in Himself
gave some Inter ion to the law, some light
upon the law, which did not fall within the com-

of their system, there was no room for

ass
glim ; there wiesime ream fior Godiiin Hiks owin lewy.

There must be room left for God !

How Doctrine came to the Apostles
Now we must remember this, that the teach-
ing of the Apostles was not hammered out in
the study, in the lecture room. The teaching

of the Apostles was hammered out in the
practical occupation with situations and con-
ditions. They are in the work, and in the
work they are coming up against situations
of tremendous difficulty. They are brought
face to face with the bi@est ractical problems
of humean relationship with g@ﬁi, human need.
They were in the thick of these things, in the
fime; ; aardd righivt thaee oan the fiiddl]), wiiile uip
against things, the doctrine was hammered
out over against the practical question and issue.
The truth was not an academie thing, it was a
practical thing, They found themselves

against a position which demanded som

revelation from Ged by the Hely Ghesi, and
being foreed to the issde that eitfier Godl must
gge Divine revelatien, light, understanding tn

s situation 6F else th

giF entire position Wept

to pieess, the whele thia Bee_am?i {rAen
tical questien, apg thelF §%£ i\g/ é’
‘rowka B it Peere

F
Beir deetring was

ractical apd lMgg 1o it

3§ & speeiRe and delnife 9eeasion for every
bit of New Testament dectrine.

The letter to the Romans has been regarded
as a most wonderful systematizing of truth,
and it has been dealt with as a masterpiece of
systematized doctrine. Now withal it was
nothing of the kind. It was the outcome
of an Apostle being brought face to face with
the biggest issue that Cliistianity ever had to
encounter. The whole position for Christ-
ianity was at stake. What was it ? The
significance of Christ risen. Everything was
hanging upon that. The Ol Testament was
hanging upon that. The Cross was hanging
upon that. And so you are not far into the
letter before you find that the great basic and
all-inclusive statements are concerning Christ
risen. The Gospel of God coneerning His Sen,
" declared to be the Son of Gedl with power
aceording to the spirit of holiness by the Fesur-
rectlon of the dead.”” And if you follow,
through, you will ind that Paul, while dealing
with every ether thing, hangs everything upen
the resuirestion of st and what it means.
But that is just §u%g@§ted for the mement.
RYISI shall refer to that again perhaps fere

Y-

The point is that the letter to the Romans
was hammered out, as we might say, on the
mission fléédd. A man was up Wﬁ'
and this revelation, this unvelling, came, |
we say, to rescue the Testimony, to rescue
Christisunity in an hour of dire need, and
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pressure. It wes a practicsl matter. It wass
net academic. Paul never went to his study

(if he had one) and sat down to write a treatise

which has become known to us as the Letter

to the Romans. He is at hand-to-hand grips

with a living and terrible situation, amdl this

is being drawi out of him, and that is whigy
it has so much life in it.

The letter to the Galatians presents a simmillar
position. It was called forth to meet a specific
occasion.

Every one of Paul’s letters, every bit of doctrme

dat 8 4

fng &‘b y; d
e iy ol ol
That i§m€ histisn doetrne !
Wwe ie te_be Hung inte the situatien tha
malkes that bit of light aadtmtbamattafaf
reseuing us frem either despair er destruetion,
ﬁ?di then the thing is mere than doectrine, it 1is
e

I think it is 41"% a question as to whether
Paul knew that his letters would become Holy
Scripture, and for the next nineteen hundred
years or so be analysed, studied, diissected,
resolved, put into an o ized form or
of doctrine. 1 doubt whether Paul knew what
was going to happen to his letters. Whsat he
knew was that situations had arisem which
called for a statement of Divine truth, for
the mind of G@dihto meet that Sitléﬂtigﬂ. Hids
perception may have gone ond that, an
there are hints to the effect that he theught
that after his departure the would have
these wiitings to help them, But we may be
qwie sure that Paul never leeked dewn Rine:

en hundred years and mere, and foresaw that
msgs 1€£E%E§ tHat he was writihg were 16 become
Eaﬂt of the Bible %Bs rest of the

Do you see what it is we are seeking to press
home ? There are two ways of roachmg
the Word of Godl. There -is the
way of starting from the end and working
to the foundation, starting with a mass of data,
of materinll, and approaching it as students ;
or there is this other method of starting along-
side of the writers and those to whom they
wrote in an experimental way, and being in
sympathy with them in the need, in kinship
with them in the situation, so that their pasition

is our position in a spirituel way, and we must
needs have the truth that saved them to save
ourselves.

See what a difference there would have been.
Here are all these volumes wriitten by men who
g:‘:end their whole life either in a study or in a

assroem, or in beth, si lytakiﬂgtheb%
of S@ﬂpiufé and to bear upen it the

analytical mingl dealing with it in that
wa% uﬂﬁl yeu loaded and everloaded
stematizea ‘presentation ef wuth
But thefe i§ ne experience, e heart 6Fy, H
agenRy, ne getiing down alengside of of Jhese
Saits in she vaﬂeuﬁ plaeeﬁ iR theiF aegperate
sithations; ne being alongside of an
Apostle i t:he heur of His heartbFeslk, seeing
at, uniess Gedl Feveals 5@&9@{%@&{ this tie,
fhe ‘whele pesitien is geihg te dewa

Eg% trie way is the hvmgﬂgégg 1%!1@ W

3%‘“ F VS§ F@V aen

Qﬂ D gﬁg sgﬁvegf? di§§€ aﬁg

§§veyu§ % g I s&ggfﬁt HS@Ei éﬂgﬁhég
Ws Hs 19 bE 16

HSSF§§§ é HSW F&V %{8&%

E%;%:ig{ G Wy not The \ ey e & aﬁ%%e veys

We have to be very careful of how we talk
about schemes in relation to Godl. We talk
about the scheme of salvation, the Dmne
scheme, and there is a peril there. The us
mayy not be ultimately wrong, as we shall see
a moment, but there is a peril, and the peril i s
this, that ever’ythmg we touch in the Word of
God is & maiter of grace, and yeu eannet
stereotype the grace of God.

Take some of the great things mentioned in
the Scriptures:: tio Hiks putpanse wiltichn
he purposed in Christ before the world was,
the eternal purpose. And then, as part ef that
or subsidisvy thereto : Foreordiinat], elested
according to the foreknowledge of Gedl jpre-
destined. Im the spesulative 5}%
of man leaps at things like that. OR, s are
tremendous hints ; tHese are tRIAGS Which GAFFY
vast ranges of Divine intention; thess are

ohs of semething! There are im-
lications here : let us get the whele thing!
then we Pet te work on the eternal purpese,
then on election, predestination, foreordinetion,
all beautifully arranged, until all this is wender-
ful systematized and stereotyped, set, fixed.
inning, its end, its entire range is beauti-

fully rounded off. And in it all we have failed
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to see that every fragment of that is of the
%'ace of Gaidl. Foreordisiinetl ? Predestined ?

lected 2—all is accordiing to the grace of Ged.
And what is academic so often takes wership
out, life out, wonder out, takes awe out. You
can present these thmgs in a wenderful way
as a great glaﬂ of the ages, without the heart
being bowed under the tremendeus impact of it,
Oh, the grace of God to me !

Systems of Truth can ke Dangerows aindl Cinusl

That is why it s necessary to come into
truth in a living way, and net a mental way.
That is why it is possible to have the whole
system of truth, and yet net te have the life.
There is a faseination abeut things like that,
about Bible truth, a8 wenderful mental fascina-
tion ; but it earsies With it this awful danger
of rhissing a a@ﬁsal a i6n and & fﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁl
shalleage 8! ef Godl ean HSV%E

ﬁ%f@@%@q Hsf&m afs £H9§s
of Sefi u. %BM HeYe

cogi 8!88 §?vs fHFay
Lt &Hé
el sﬁem%ﬂ oy e égﬁf@{ %i

(UD

111 Il

b
i

:
B@G %Eﬂf 898§SH H EB lﬂil ek %
Qﬁ“r 8 !

EME& {% 38 gﬂ efe lH H feb
self- 83

T

15 & blokgH ffé s%EH%E 5

QFS 1%8

o %ﬁgéiif?%ﬁgg@g i e

That is why systems of truth have become so
cruel. It is simply because they are one-
sided. You can over-emphasise the subject
of predestination umtil it becomes very icy,
frigid, stern and almost cruell; cruel, in the
sense that so many le have been driven
almost to desperation by questions as to predes-
tination. The whole thing has to be balanced
with grace, and we come into it through grace.

We have only used that as an illlustration.
We are speakin v? about the danger of thinking
in terms of Divine schemes, as though schemes
were everything. Schemes are not everything.
There may be a plan : there may be a purpose ;
there may be a wonderfully ordered arfange-

ment, with every detail set; but then that can
all be 80 very cold and lifeless. What we need
is life. Life is the basic thing. Yow and I will

5

never come into the scheme, the plan, except
by the way of life, and you and I will only
develop accor to the plam on the basis of
hfe and the plan will only have its realization

%;nts and as a whole on the basis of life,

Divine life, this speeific tife.

All this does not mean that there is no system
of truth, or order of practice in the Word of God.
There ceﬁmnnlmv There is a Divine order, a
Divine plan, a enly system, but the question
is as to how we arrive at it. Do we arrive at it
by mepping it all out, gathering the Scriptures
together and making them -into an organized
whole as to the order ? Youw may state that
in this way: Take the New Testament and
mark the order of the Church in the New Testa-
ment, and all the scattered
tog ether about ¢h order : and of the result
it 6@& be said, Now we have the whole thing,
and we éan put it beautifully, form the New
Testament oFdey. We ean have Churches

gecording to this erder, and get the le
{8 @’éh@i‘ nd ut the oFder %%@m am%egi«
a% is % Ts&t,am eraes, c6Rform 10
E §¥ 8§8 afs 8§E§ ia% and
@%ég"é; m ‘*%‘“’H M
% ‘I? fég%a@égi& TS§€§-
sﬂamem Bf 8f&§ gtier, an ave ne hfe

That may sound a hafd saying, but it is true.
It is not that there is no order ; there is. God is
8 Gadl of order, mdi(%awdlmevefythmg ina
gf oper and ordered way, and He has, as we

ave said, His heavenly system into which we
have to come, but the question is, How are we
coming into it Are we coming into it from
without, as a set order, or is it going to grow
spontaneously and express itself on a basis of
spiritual life 2 That is the only way in which
it becomes a living ex?ression of the Divine
life It has to express itself from within by a
gﬁ ! Divilile life. Séoul carmiot have

es of people upon whom you impose a

New Testament or(?JeiP You mu{sot have the
coming together of the Lord’s le in a
living way, under the absolute Headship of
Christ and the government of the Holy Spirit,
and you will find that the Lord’s order spon-
taneously comes sbowt, Thet is living. .

Which of these two ways of approech will
determine whether the thing is life or notflifee?
Just at that point we r the great matter
to which all this leads, but we can suspend it
for the time being, and go on later.
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The Candlestick of Pure Gold

No. 2.

Reapme: John xvii ; Exodus xxv. 31-40;
Rev. i, 12-13, 20, iii. 18.

As the Lord continues to open up to us His
Word in this connection, we shall contemplate
this golden candlestick from the various aspects
of its purpose, its material, its form, its light,
and withal its great Antitype.

The above references from the Old and New
Testament bear upon a similar object, or a
similar purpose, and while there is a difference
in the form of presentation in the two parts
of the Word of God, it is difficult, if not impos-
gible, to fail to see a link between the candlestick
of Exodus and the candlesticks or lampstands
of Revelation. There are the things which are
similar. Undoubtedly the purpose in both cases
is the same. The material is the same, and the
governing number * seven *’ is the same. The
difference seems to be only in one respect, that
in the book of Exodus there is that which is
central and inclusive, while in the book of the
. Revelation there is that which is local and
relative, or related.

Agein, it is equally difficult not to trace a link
between the gold of the lampstand and that
which the Laodiceans were exhorted to buy:
“I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by
fire...... ” We are carried back to the pure
gold of the lampstand in Exodus, from which
point onward we are again and again reminded
of the activity and operation of fire in relation
to the Lord’s people and the reference to gold.
This gold represents spiritual value and wealth
—*“1 counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by
fire, that thou mayest becomerich....”” There is
no doubt whatever that the Lord was speaking
of spiritual things; so that the gold there
undoubtedly relates to spiritual value, spiritual
wealth. When this is exchanged for mere
worldly glory, as it was in the case of Laodicea,
then the days of that vessel are numbered ; the
removel of that candlestick or lampstand out
of its place is determined. So high is the value
placed upon spiritual wealth by the Lord that
He does not consider that anything justifies

the continuance, as a vessel for Him, of that
which has not placed those spiritual values
where He has placed them, above all other
glories,

We gather from this that nominalism brings
rejection eventually. But, over against that,
the overcoming of nominalism is essential to a
maintained position of value to the Lord as a
vessel for His testimony. In other words, the
Lord’s testimony is maintained in those called
“ overcomers,” and overcomers in the final
issue—for Laodicea comes at the end—are
those from whom there has been removed every
element and trace of mere nominalism, and
with whom things are real, true, genuine, as of
God Himself. :

A careful consideration of the candlestick
presented to us in the book of Exodus will
disclose both the nature and the purpose of any
instrument which God raises up for His own
glory, and it is that which is to be the subject
of our consideration at this time, the nafure and
purpose of a vessel for the glory of God. We see
this to be what is signified by the candlestick
of pure gold.

The Purpose of the Candlestick—A Witness
unto Christ

The purpose lies very much on the surface of
things, and is not far to seek. 1t is undoubtedly
to be a witness unto Christ. That is simple as
a statement, and yet very comprehensive, and
also very searching. We may call it simple,
but I ask you once again quietly and serionsly
to read chapter xvii of the Gospel by John,
and see if it is so simple, see if it has proved to
be so simple. The seventeenth chapter of John's
Gospel contains the elements and features,
nature and meaning, of the candlestick of gold.
Read it clause by clause, and you will -find
practically all that we bave to say about the
candlestick.

We shall not stay with it for the moment, but
with that chapter fresh in your minds, I am sure
it will be clear to you that, when we say that
anything is intended to be a witness unto
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Chriist, we niove in a realm of the dieepest and
most persistent challenge of every form of evil.
We move in a realm where the Lord's people
have found their greatest difficulties, because of
those forces set against that witness..

The Lord intended that company for which
He prayed in * John™ xwii., as
nucleus, shall we say, of His Church, to be for
Hiim the candlestick all of gold down the ages,
until He should come again : or, in other words,
to be a witness unto Him. We know that
amongst His finall words to His disciples before
He left them were those so familiar to us. ** But
ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost
1s come upon you : and ye shall be my wit-
* (Adts i. 8). There you have a
double thing, the Holy Spirit and instruments
raised up of Godl jointly becoming a witness to
Christ. That corresponds to what He had
alreadly said in the Gospel by John chapter xv.
26-27, * But when the Camfarter is come......he
shall bear witness of me: and ye also bear
witness...... ” He shall bear witness, and ye
also shall bear witness. There we see the Holy
Spirit and the Apostles, or, as we would prefer
to say, the Church in its first representation
in the New Testament, jointly becoming a
witness to Christ. That was fulfilled from
Pentecost onwawrdl. There is another similar
word In chapter v. of the book of the Asts,
verse 32 : * And we are his witnesses of these
things : and so is also the Holy Giost....... "
We are His witnesses, and so is the Holy Ghost.
That corresponds to **Jishn™"xw. 286277, aarddiis
set forth in a wonderful way in Acts il.—the
Church and the Holy Ghost together co-operat-
ing, co-w as a witness to Chwist. That
is the purpose of the eandlestick.

Now, when that has been said, it can ocea-
sion no surpriie that the oil is seen to be ve
much in view with the candlestick, for this
refers, as we know, to the Holy Spirit. It
spesks of the Hely Spirit in a vessel, the Hol

Spirit in the Chureh, in order that there shall
be a witness to Christ. That is where we begin.
It sounds elementary, but it is very necessary

to get our starting point quite clear.

The Purpose of the Light—To show forth the
Excellencies of Christ

What is-the nature of the light 2 Whet is .the

purpose of the light ? There is one word wikitdh

I. think ,most besutiifolly andi Ky answers

the .question: T show forth the excellencies

of Him Who hath called us out of darkness into
Hiss glorious lHiditt. That is the witness to
Chuiist. What is the candlestick for ? To show
forth the excellencies of Christ !

If you read closely in Exodus xxv. you will
notice that the candlestick was not anly intended

the . to illunnnete the chamber and throw its beams »

upon other objects in the chamber, but was also
intended to throw light upon itself: that the
candlestick in its essentlal nature and quality,
should be illumined by its own light. It was
not seen as holding forth a light, and itself
obscured in the dark. It was not sheddin
light over the other things, and itself remai ng
in the shadows. But it was explicitly said that
the candlestick itself should be illumined with
its own light,. and that its very nature, its
constitution should shine forth in the light
which it bere.

That is very importiant. The light, is an
essential thing and is the light of Godls own
Spirit. But His Spirit as the light in the vessel
is to show forth what the vessel is made of, how
the vessel is made ; and if it is true that the
purpose of the fight is to show forth the excel-
lencies of Christ, then the vessel itself has to be
constituted by the excellencies of Christ. It is
not an objective thing only, but it is subjective ; ,
in this sense, that the verv vessel has come into
view as a manifestation of the excellencies of
Christ in the light of the Holy Ghost.

It is on that particular point that the stress
has to rest in our meditation, for with what-
ever part of the matter we may be oceupied,
the thing which governs all is il vessel aecord-
ing to Cricde. 14 1s @ matter of what the Chureh
is, net of what the Chureh has to shew 6r teaeh.
it is what the vessel is that is so essential tn

its teaﬂmea¥ TH@ veaael 15 mteaded £e be an
expfeggieﬂ of what e we eeﬁ aﬁb\}g
HH 'eh% HQ&

wa§ %?é g4 li

m Was aw@ W Qﬁé}f@ %ﬁﬂ
a ﬁw& §mm H‘%g%e?@%?ﬁ

the Lefa’s Fsd efls, fermiﬁ

E'-!-

for 1
QE% ﬁ9£ ealled inte Being u§t te iasid Semetain
andl sut beysnd euréeives in the behalf g
hers wmsﬂ we may eall trudh.  That buth

a5 t0 besome a thing whish within us lights ks -
? mﬂi is radiiated by s, s6 that the very saﬁdie-
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stick- acts like a reflector of the light which it
bears, taking hold of it and throwing it out, and
walking in its own light.

Chwist is the Light
. It is not light about Chwist to which we are
called to witness, but to be ourselves full of
Christ. What is true of Christ as the light
should be true of us.

Chwist is the Life
We are not called merely to talk about
Chist as the life, and about the life in Christ.
That which is true of Christ as life has to be
true of us, and the power of His life has to be
manifested by us. , We have to live by His life,
and show forth His life, express His life. This
fiseﬁ life is a migh , & mighty energy of
has to be bri to the place
where it is itself a witness to ist as the life,
and every part of that vessel has to witness te
His life, to be a witness unte Him as being its
life Heﬂse the Lerd will se eften allew a wue,
ine vessel of His %ﬁtﬁﬁi@ﬁ%
eeaih eﬁ ﬂﬁe natural side in erder that 1€
%y d of His life, and, deveid of evewm g
tHat § EIF% wgggf% iR $8e na H&"ﬁl pack:

QW? ef EH@E if% f IHts.
WL s of e v el
GBHGIH G alement thete: he

goes on to say, “...... that we should not trust
in ourselves, but in Godl which raiseth the
dead ” (ii Cor. i. 8). If we knew the exact
point of history in the life of the Apostle which
produced such an utterance, probably we should
see Paul naturally at the point of death, where
all the verdict of nature was, He is going! He
is dying! This is the end of the Apostle's
life ' The Apostle knew that nature hadl passed
that sentence, as his own words show : *“ WKe
had the sentence of death in gurgelves ------ "
But then, at that point, in his spirii't he rose up
and ssidl, ““......we should not trust in ourselves,
but' in Godl which raiseth the dead. His
%mvemedl the verdict by la%n? hold of
%e hxguléfmndl ‘the rest of his history
was & living) showing forth in & new wey
of a life which was not his own. mtur&l lifle, bl
Chwist as made life unto him. That is the vesse]
taking hold of what the flame re , &nd
meking that a part of itself, andi, if we may put
ga 80, dmdwg@ dgvzn ttli::at t’\game into 1t§f¥gr);
ng, and demongtra e meaning of tha
mxmliasommenmﬁtgm.

. Chirigt is the Truth T P
. What is true of Him as the light and the life
ls true of Him as the truth. Truth is not some
objective presentation .of tlunls. Truth is not
a metter of doctrine, . Truth, is
something more than that Truth is ewmal

unshakable. Truth is Gedl. If you come up
against the truth you come up ageinst something
to reckon wiitth. was t dwult the Lord

dJesus Himeself, in His own Persom. The char-
acter of ev éléythmg encountered stood inescap-
ably reveal No lie could remaim hidden im
Hl§ @e No dece could go covered.

rikness could abide where :He was. . His
presence was a challenge to everything that, wes
deceiving, untrue, insincere, false, unresl. He
was the mth and He had onlv to be present
for aeknowledgemm& to be. medis, whether with
open confession of the hps, or but silently and
gecretly within. Because of His presence men
must either get away to keep their secret, or
else confess it, make a clean breast of it. This
One embodiies truth, which goes through you
and makes dyou know what a lie you are. Seo
demons and men, without belng summoned so
to do, made spontaneous confession when eon-
frented by this One, and a Zaschaaws willl lggin
to diselese his whele histery before he has been
leng in the presence of Jesus.

The vessel is to be like that. Coamoernmimng it
there may be reports, rumouns, slanders, every-
thing that is false, but on coming to the vessel
itself men must have to acknowledge, This is
the truth ! This is not just true, not a matter
of words, of teaching ; there is something here
which eannot be set aside. Tt is the twuth,
The Lord wants that kind of witness.

Christ is the Love

He is as much love as He is light, and life, andl
truth. The vessel must absorb that, and the
vessel has to radiate that. The vessel has to
live in its own light in the terms of love. ** By
this shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, if ye have love...... . (John xiii.” 3F)*
That is an echo of John xvii. again. -Although
in that chapter love is not dealt with inthe
word itself, the chapter is full of it. The
testimony there is the testimony of a and
marvellous onepess in the Holy Ghost. What
oneness is there which is not the oneness.of a
mutual love, the love of ChriBt in the heart ?
For any vessel to justify its claim to be for the
glory and service of God, it must needs be that
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in that vessel the love which Christ Himself is
abounds, and those who truly know—not the
crities, not the mere spectators, not those who
have come to watch to see how mamy feults
there are—those who are truly willing to open
their hearts, and those who resiily do resch out
for fellowsmp, will find unmistskably that
Churist's own love is in that vessel. There you
look to find the love of Christ. Lett us take it,
if it needs be, as a stinging rebuke, but let us
note that this is what is by the
candlestick of pure gold. This is the witness of
Christ. It is not, let us repeat, a witness about
Christ, it is a witness to Chwist, Who He is. He
is love ! He is, of course, mamy more things
besides, and much more than that. The paint
is that the candlestick as representing the vessel,
the Church, with its members in spiritosil one-
ness, is intended to be an emanation of Christ.
When we pass over from Exodus to Bevela-
tion we see that this witness is to be in locations,
a collective expression of & centrall truth. In
Exodus the thing is centrall and inclusive. All
the value of that candlestick within the Holy
Place was carried to locations, to
the tribes. In the book of the Revelation there
is to be found clearly and definitely the local
expression of the central truth in the seven
Churches, showing what the Lord's thought is,
that there shall be companies of His people
in locations who form for Himn a local lamp-
stand, candlestick, as a witness to Christ. That
can never be organized. That can never be
set up by eutward ark The local
expfessmﬁ must be the euteome of Chrisi
dfﬁWiﬂ% togeterr to Himself, and ef
these Hearts beiﬁ taken up with Him. 1
believe that 591%5 a8 g@@d many preblems. If
enly yeu ean get le whese hearts are
utterly set upen Bi=r¥3t upen werk fer
het dpen Hi‘QVSEHSHE% Bt i@@ﬁ Chyist
Himsslf—it seerms o me that the Holy Spifit
will draw these hearts tegetier. §emehew 8F
EB%E mey will gravitate teward ene anether,
4 will have a eellestive leeal expressien.
_Aﬁd f the rest—"6ff the e mtwm
jein himself te them...... (A@ﬁ V.
Spiritual and Moral Censtitudion Acconlﬁg to
Clurist

All this means spiritasll and moral constitu-

tion after Clwist. It is not a question of doctrine
and technique, the technique of the Church, nor
the soundness or orthodoxy of the teaching.
Chwiist is the goal, and it is a matter of being
constituted in & spiritwsll and morsEl way
according to Chwist. The exercise of the Lord’s
people should be more concerned with character
than with anything else ; that is, more than
with knowledge, even spiriituell knowledge as a
thing in itself, and more than with works for
the Lord. That should never be interpreted as
meaning that there should be an lon of
introspection, indivi or collectively, whieh
is al concerned with itself and its own state.
What is meant is this, that we should recognize
that no work, no ministry, is of real account of
value which does not come from that likeriess
to Chiist which will it, bear it out. 1
belleve, at any rate, that is where the Lerd
focuses His attention and puts His filgeer. We
become greatly concerned about work, service,
ministry, and activity. The Lord’s concern is
to get us fit for it, to get us to a place where we
have the spmtual wealth, the gold tried by fiies,
that we can distribute in poor aress for enwiieli-
ment. It is not a question of what you and I
know or want to dp for the Lord, it is a question
of how muoh of the Lord spiﬁ!tutell!y is in euF
life, in our own being, wrought into us ; wr

gold which we have te ive to others, Five
minutes of & heary dispensing of personal knew-
ledge of Chwist riher than five years of
systematie doetrine. The Lord is eoneerned
with hew mueh of Chwist there is iR yeu amu
me: He weuld have us wealthy th E
thes te By of e geld f&ﬁﬁ@d Byﬁf@ that ey
mayest become rich......"—yiich with the riches
of what Christ is, to give to others.

It all resolves itself into a question of how
much of Chwist we have to give, not of how mueh
we have to say about Christ or the Chureh.
Let us note His hsﬁs where His Hngsiveasts.
The candlestick ld ! We will see mere
about the nature ef it latef, but what is the
purpose ? It is witness to Christ. Whed is
witness to Christ ? It Is a setting forth ef
Christ in His mwﬂl values, elements, pewers,
what He is. Lord glve us still 1 1196F6 66R-
cern, that we may be conformed to that ifage.

T. A-S.
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The Battle For Life

3.

The Cross in Relation to the Issue of Life

READING : Deut. xxx. 11-20; Heb. ii. 14-15;
Rev.i. 18; Phil. iii. 10.

The matter we have in view is the relationship
of the Cross to.the manifesting of life. It is
very important for us to be clear as to what that
relationship is. One thing is patent, that life
in this divine sense, in this spiritual sense, this
life called eternal life, is only to be had as the
result of the Cross of the Lord Jesus; that
through His death and by His resumrection
this eternal life is given to them that believe.
That eternal life is given as & gift to them that
believe, simply on the ground of faith. We
sometimes call it simple faith in the atoning
work of the Lord Jesus. In the reception of
that life there may be no sense of battle, no
conflict in our receiving the gift of eternal life.
There may be no knowledge whatever of this
fuller realm where the battle for life goes on,
That is because, in the -matter of the gift of
eternal life, the Lord Jesus Himself fought the
battle in His Cross, and we receive the free gift
by faith’s acceptance of what He did in order
that we might have the life.

That is one aspect of the Cross and the issue
of life. That is to say, by the Cross objectively
apprehended we receive eternal life. All that
the Lord Jesus did for us in His Cross, in order
that we might pass from death unto life, appro-
priated, apprehended by faith, results in our
having life.

But there is another side. The Cross of the
Lord Jesus subjectively wrought out results in
our having life more abundant. He said: “1I
am come that they might have life. and that they
might have it more abundantly ™ (John x. 10).
I believe that the first half of that statement
+ relates to the simple faith appropriation of the
objective work of the Cross, what He did for
us, but that the second part of the statement
* carries us further. Life more*® abundant
requires that what He did for us shall be made
good in us. May we put itin thisway : In His

receive the gift of eternal life.

Cross He dealt with our sins, and on the ground
of His having so dealt with them, and of our
believing in His atoning work for our sins, we
He also dealt
with ourselves, but that is something which has
to be made good progressively, and it is as we
ourselves are dealt with in the power of the
Cross that the way is made for that life to
express itself in ever deepening fulness. The
fact is that it is self which is in the way of the
life and its full expression. It is the natural
life which obstructs the course of the divine
life. And so what has been done for us has to
be done in us, and as it is done in us that life
becomes more than & deposit, more than a
simple though glorious possession, it becomes
a deepening, growing enjoyment, & fulness of
expression.

There Is a State of Disorder in the Creation

Let us seek to set forth the position. In the
first place there is a state of disorder in the
creation, with which God is not united. We can
all grasp that. There ig nothing very profound
about it, except as the fact breaks upon us, and
we come to the &cene as it naturally is, and
realize that there is this state of disorder in the
creation of which we are a part, and that God
is not united with that state, with the creation
in that condition. It is not according to His
mind. It has ceased to express His thought.
It is contrary to His intention, and therefore
He is not linked with it.

Death and Satan are Positively Assoclated with
that State '

Secondly, there is a positive association of
death and Satan with that state. It is not just
a passive mass, in confusion, in chaos, in
disorder. There are active eélements in -it.
We might say that it is a seething mass. There
are forces at work in it, and those forces are not
the forces of life, they are the forces of death.
Death is working, and Satan is associated with
that state.
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A Need Arises

In the third place we see that a need arises,
a need along various lines. Firstly, there must
be a jjudinbl setting aside of that, creation. We
mean by a judicial setting aside, that a. judg-
ment must be passed upon it, and it must be
put away under that judgment. Godl must
pronounce sentence upon it, and under that
sentence it must be put out of God's siglnt: " it
must be judicially dealt with, and judicisilhy set
aside. That is to say, it must come to the place
where in its entirety it is under a Divine ban.
God has taken account of it, has judged it, has
passed sentence upon it. It is under a Divine
ban, the ban of Gedl, that not one part of it
can come into acceptance with Himn: it Is
entirely put aside. That beconves necessary as
a prelnmimeny step to anything which Gedl will
do after a new order.

Secondly, en actual and a potentiall destroying
of that poerer of death and Satam must take place.
Let us watch our words—an actual, and a

tential, destroying of that power of death and

tan, Well, Godi actually did that in the
Person of the Lord ‘Jesus. He actually des-
troyed death, and He actually destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the Devil.
In Christ it is actually done. Christ at God's
right - hand represemts and declares that this
thing has been accomplished. Death is swal-
lowed up victoriously. Then too, Satan has
been- destroyed. That word * destroyed,”
translated in the Revised Versiom ** bring to
naught,” does not mean what sonie people take
it to mean. There are times when we speak of
destroying and think of going the whele length
of utterly ebliterating, putting eut of existenee,
This werd dees net fean that. Bringing to
naught means, in the intention of Ged, to render
utterly ineperative. Do net forget that §o far
@6 the Lerd Jesus is ceneerned at God's Fight
hand, Satan is ineperative. He eannet teueh

Him, and he knews it: The enly way iR whidh

he ean teueh Him is tAreugh His members.

There is ne direst pewer of Satan to toueh

Chyist with death, oF i any StheF wiey. Threugh

death He hath destreyed him thHat hadl the

ewg of death. The thing is astually dene in
l 1]

We have, used another wordl—pnsteantisl
potential destroying of death and Satain was in
the behalf of the saints. That s something
which is secured, though not yet fully entered

ial. Thet
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into, but which can be entered into by faith,
and can be known in a progressive way. It
cannot at present be said that you and I in the
entirety of our being know that death and Sitten
have no power. So far as we are concerned, it
is not an actual fact that Satan is inoperative.
But it has been done for us potentially in Chirist,
that we may becomve more and more those who
experience what Christ has done for us, and eame

ogressively Into the good of that work wikitdn
was potentially. done i our behalf. Inm Christy
then, we see that destruction to be aceomplished
in aetuality ; in the saints, petentially.

Tiiiedyy, a livingy representation of the divine
order, which is deathless, andl victorioas ovet
Satam, is essential as that to which believers ave
to be conformed. That is a necessity. That is
realized in Christ. . Hie iis the »e o aff
the new creation, the divine order, desthless,
and vieterious ever Satan, to which we are to
be eonformed. Gedl must work to an end, to
a paftern, to a mode), snd Chvist is that for
Him. He is working with the saints that the
should come to conformity to Chwist, whic
means also conformity to the divine order
represented by Chwiitt; for we must remember
that Christ is the sum total of a divine order.
So often the Lord’s e fail to recognize that.
We st in the first place, of course, recognize
that He is a Person. Before all else He is the
Divine Person, but He is in Himself the sufm
total of a divine and heavenly order. 1f the
tabernacle or the temple of old expressed a whole
systemn of things ; regulated, erdered), ;
funetiening, relative;, a wenderful —de
net be afraid of that werd. Pt iR the Fight
Fealm it i 8 very goed werd=i¥ the temple oF
the taberhacle fepresented that, E%gz are But
%& %§9f Chyist:  Chiist %zhe PR ChFist
{s the Altar: Chfisi i3 the Sachdee; Christ
{s the Fine Linen ; Eh&st Is the &ald; €

k

Is the perfect HumaRHLL:
§gg§§he£ gég% i Bfééff:"'%%éégvg‘é

11
a systetnatize
appeinting:

When we come into Chwist, while it is true
that we come into the Divine Person, we have to
come into our place in a divine order, and being
in Christ requires that there shall be a right
relationship to one another : an appointing, a
funetioning, a relativity about everything. It
is a wonderful divine system. Death has its
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occasion, and Satan has his occasion, when an
order is notfobeyed recognized, observed. It i
quite easy for death to get a chance aﬂn@‘r\?’t
the Lord's ‘people when there is a disorder
amongst them, when they are not conformed
to Christ in the sense of His being an expressien
of an ordered, heavenly systesd. Su¥ely the
New Testament rather S wipoh thed than
speaks. If the Coritithian Chureh is an example
of weak testimaony, and indeed it is, the reasen
is not far to seek. 1t was a matter of disorder
amongst believers.

So Goil must have this represemtation of
His' divine order, which is deathless, which is
victorious over Satam, and to that believers are
to be conformed. That is conformity to the
image of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Fourthly, there is required & vital union with
Him as basic, and a life utterly ‘in the Holy Sypirit
as continsouss. We all aceept the first essential,
a vital union with Him as basic.  But what is
just as i if there is to be the full
expression of life, is that there shall be a life
which is altogether in the Holy Spirit con-
tinuously. Life in the Holy Spirit is the Divine
offset of that other life in death and under the
power of Satan. That other life is disordered,
andl Gedl is not united with it.

That i8 the first state : a life in death, under
the power of Satam, in disorder ; tremendously
active, energetic, and yet Godl is not in it. It
% be active, even in a religlous way, and yet

is niot in it. 1 sonvetinnes wonder if religien

is net Ged’s greatest enemy in this werld. It
sounds a terFible thing to say, but 1 am quite
§1ﬂsefe in raising that guestien. Religien seems
gg @6e mere peeple in that pesitien in Wwhieh
Ged, if we may §e eals, is put te the grendest

measure of difficl a6h them the
Hely Gheost than any eﬁher- thing, B@&&U&@ it
§ mem inte a false pesitien. aingt

a% Godl §@£§ %hiﬁ HSW erger wmsn 1§ utterly
ef the H What does

it mean
%’gg u&efi%ggggfgge avesie %ﬁégﬁg
d i3 the fF imy' and 1 wil

Y
feeegﬂize iR & full W

; 1R 3 eompleiR way, in
esﬂ}lpf ve w ﬁm if we m@ve, f we
aek, if we reasen
With@ut QU 1ives ¢

we in any way funetien
whelly in, the Hely

completely eothitted to, and
ifit, we ake fest likely to
funetion outside of s reglin ; and the end
is death. There may be the best of intentlons.
Our motives may be all right. We may even

do a thing for the Lord, but there are multitudes
of things done for the Lord which are not done
in the Holy Ghnestt. There is a whole mountain'
of activity proceeding from the purest mmtiives
for the Lord's interests, but they are net the
Hely Ghest’s astivities. 1 believe the Lerd is
generous and graeiews, and that beeause it is
a metter of igheranee He is patient with us, and
sesks to lead Us inte better ways. T mistaken
66urse may be due te want of light, and while
fuller 11%7 is net_available, o wnill it Breaks
in, the Lerd eentinues alengside and gives as

mieh blessing as He ean. Buf that het
mean that in £he leng Fun all that past astivity
is % {8 mest with nee, and preve
ave been for the asee lignmem; of gdivine
it will bresi dewn, and they
have 8 QHS'E 58 8 Feeh) E%ﬂiﬂ@ﬁ of the faet
eﬁs gty a%

WOFK 16F the Lord has 9£ couRted : ahd the

SQF {eF We 8893'8 that FECOghtton t : PGGE%E
All that is gathered up in the Crwss. The
a religious order, a well-motived ordier, a good-
intentioned order, but an order which is never-
theless pfeeeediﬁg fronm man in his natural
net neeessakily in conseious rebellion agaiﬂst
Godl, but just the expression of man’s natural

some peint break down, and

ﬁg §€ w%‘e afe | f ’
ef all that
Crass simply says that an' order—though it be
state, and net h in deflance of God,

state as he is—the says that this entire
T B o,
i ﬁ&;&éﬂ%}g@ Lord Jesus said Aially: Yeu
| YQH GQH
H‘é &FQH &If

i @gfw%@é‘%; g

: o R
t l@ﬁé WEGES gﬁ!@\‘@ SF gg F8
g a%_généﬁ qg;
gl? Bt HOY o 5 i |
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or did I decide according to my own judgment,
after weighing the pros and cons and coming to
the conclusion that would be the best thing to
do ? On everything it is a matter of life in the
Spirit. You may say: That is a very arduous
life, a very difficult life, if we are to stop before
we say anything, before we do anything, and ask
ourselves all the time : Am I going to do this, am
I going to say this, in the Holy Spirit or in
myself ? I do not believe that it is necessary
for us to take that position at the outset. But
we have daily to recognize that our lives must
be subject to the Holy Ghost, and when we are
aware that there has been something out from
ourselves, we have to be faithful before God
about it. I believe that slowly and surely we
shall come to the place where we live with that
certain pause in our hearts which is a check on
our impulsiveness, & check on rashness, a check
on acting under excitement, a check on our own
way of reasoning about things. That is the
thing for the Holy Spirit to set up in us. Our
business is to recognize that from centre to
ciroumference our lives must be handed over
to the Holy Ghost. The result will be that the
Holy Spirit will all the time work back to the
Cross. The Cross settled once for all that posi.
tion in a comprehensive and detailed way.
It stands for ever as God's judicial ban upon
man by nature. The Holy Spirit will work back
to that with us.

Do recognize that the Crossis the end of
the risen life, not only the beginning. If you
forget everything else, remember that. The
Cross is the erd of the risen life, as well as the
beginning. That is why Paul put it in this order.
People have been to me with Philippians iii,
and have said : Why is it in this order, “ That
I may know him, and the power of his resur-
rection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
becoming conformed unto hisdeath ” ¥ Why did
Paul put death at the end ? Surely it ought to
be right the other way round : That I may be
conformed to His death, and know Him in the
power of His resurrection, and then the fellow-
ship of His sufferings ! No, there is no mistake.
This is inspired of the Holy Ghost. The power
of His resurrection pre-supposes that there has
been a death, but the very resurrection life
leads to the Cross. The Holy Ghost in the power
of the risen life is always leading you back to
the Cross, to conformity to His death. Itisthe
very property of life to rule out all that belongs
to death. It is the very power of resurrection
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to bring us back to the place where death is
constantly overcome. Where is that ? In the
place where the natural life is put aside. So
Paul says, “...... becoming conformed to his

death...... ’’ which means, to have the ground °

of death continuously, and progressively re-
moved ;: and that, again, as we have said, is
the fruit of living union with Him. It would be
a poor look-out for you and for me were we to be
conformed to His death in our entirety apart
from the power of resurrection in wus, apart
from our already knowing the life of the Lord.
Where would be our hope ? What is it that is
the power of our survival when the Cross is
made more real in our experience ? There would
be no survival were it not that His risen life
is in us. So Paul prays, “ That I may know
him, and the power of his resurrection...... ,?
and that means conformity to His death without
utter annihilation, without utter destruction.
The end of the risen life is the Cross. The Holy
Spirit is always working in relation to the Cross,
in order that the power of His resurrection may
be increasingly manifested in us.

This is the background of the whole question
of life. I em sure, with a greater certainty
to-day than ever, that the basis in us for life
triumphant is the working of the Cross in the
setting aside of all that which is natural. There
is nothing more hated by the enemy than the
Cross. Let us seek to free our minds from all
those false conceptions of the Cross. So often

the reaction has been : Oh, it is the Cross; it

is death, death, death! This working of the
Cross in a subjective way is all the time leading
to death ! That is why we have already men-
tioned that it is so important for us to recognize
that it is not that death wipes us out, but that
death makes the way for a greater fulness of
life. It is the positive side that we have to
keep in mind, not that we are constantly being
ruled out, and ruled out, but rather that that
is being done of necessity, in order that He may
come in, and come in, and come in. It is the
life side which has to be kept uppermost, even
in the working of the Cross with reference to that
which was set aside by God at Calvary.

Do you want life ? The Lord, in effect, says,
Well let us get this out of the way ! And when
He gets that out of the way there is life. Do
you want more life ? Well, let us get this out
of the way; and you have more life. You
very rarely meet people who have really laid
themselves out before God for an increase of
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spiritual life, who have not promptly gone into
& very bed experience and had a difficult time.
Have you ever come to the place where you
have laid yourself out for that extra thing, that
new thing, which God has been revealing to you ?
Have you ever come to that, and not’

through some dark, trying, and painful time ?
It is always so. It is not wrong, the Lord is
only saying, Do you want that ? There is always
something to be got out of the way. You -
haps want spiritasll increase because it will
meke you a happier man. But that nootive
will have to be got out of the way, so that you
want it not for your own sake, but for His sake.
If yau go through a bad time, and the dominat-

ing element is self, you will sey: Cin, well, it
dioes not matter ; I would rather not have it, if
it means this ! That is the selfish way of m
ing it. But if you are in a dark time in ¥

to something, and you come to the place where
you say : Well, whatever it costs, the Lord must
have this thing in life! you have come
through the course of the rmlg% out of self.
The Holy Spirit always brings that issue. It
is life that He is after, and life more abundant,
and this is alone reslized by His biii back
and bsck te the Cress. Cross is basic to
life, because it was there that the Lord Jesus
eenguered death, and brought life forth for the
saints. The Lord lead us en inte life. T. ASS.

The City which hath Foundations

Medigztions on the Spiritual Backgroumdl of
Jerusalem

No. 6.

Thus &4dith the Lord Ged : This is Jerusalem :

I have set her in the midst of the nations,

and countries are round about her ™ (Ezekiel

v. 5).

We have traced Jerusalem from Melchizedek,
king of Salemn, to David, the great king, and
then on to the Book of the Revelation, to the
New Jerusalexm. The government is always in
the heavens. That fact is set forth in types and
gvmbols, and in many other ways, is also

irectly declared to be the case.

The Word of Godl also teaches that there is
a place in that government resexved for certain

. It is clear that the Thrame of Gadl can
be sharedl, and the first sharer of that throne is
the Lord Jesus. But He offers the same
privilege to certain saints, telling them that on
gertain eonditions—tive same conditions as those
tpen which He shares His Father's throne—
they shall share His threne. Thus a place is
reserved ih the ultimate gevernment of this
werld fer eerain saints.

The ffigure used in connection with govern-
ment is the figure of a city, out from which the
government goes forth, and we know that city
to be a people, not merely a Place. MBraatything
by which that city or people is constituted is
heavenly. It is the nature which gives the

lace and the power. The nature is the heaven-
s8 of everything.

In the Book of the Revelation we have a
certain city spoken of as MYSTERY BABY-
LON. That means, of course, that it is not the
literal historic Babylon of this worldi, the ci
built by men in a literal way, but MYSTER
BABYILON is a spiritusll Babylom, a people
whose characteristics are moral and spiritual
elements of Babylon. Knowing as we do, what
came in a moral and a spiritwell way from the
literal Bal we have very little difficulty
in ident g MYSTERY BABYILON. The
ggt is this, that this is Satan’s counterpart of

's city, the MYSTERY JERUSBALEM. The
word " mystery * used in this connection means
something which does net appear oin the surfiace.
There is an expression seen, but the real th
is behind, and ean enly be diseerned %ﬁgﬁtua
intelligenee. 1t is trie of MYSTERY BABY:
LON. If is trie of MYSTERY JERUSALEM.

STERY BABYILON is the preat snare,

geeptien, and trap of religieus Bi%?, and all
ﬁh get intg the teils of MYSTERY BABY-

ON afe deegived ahd blinded ih a fmest

FH lle %&K; i 630 ven Fesert to the mest
astly thilgs known in histery and think they
B &0d sekves: We need net mhentien the name
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by which MYSTERY BABYILON is known to
us.

What is true of MYSTERY BABYION on
the side of Satan, is true of MYSTERY JERU-
SALEM on the side of God, in the heavenly and
glorious sense that therein are gathered up all
those things which are hidden from the wise and
the prudeint, things hidden from the world and
open only to those who have a spiriit of wisdom
andl revelation in the knowledge of Hiim.

In the letter to the Ephesiaus, which, as we
know, has the Chuich wholly in view, there are,
at least by inference, all the metaphors which
are used of the Church in the Word of God.
The maih metaphor in this letter, as we knew,
is
The Body. Then we further have
The House.

. The Temple.

. The City.

. The Ecclesia, or Callled-outt Company.
. The Family.

. The One New Man.

The Bride.

All these metaphors are in Ephesiaws. They
are the various aspects of the one Church.

Tae Bopy : chapter i. verse 23

WSO N

the whole of chapf.ef iv.
chapter ii. verse 19.

(In that connection I would sug-
gest you follow through the
words ‘ Father ' el “ child ”’
*in this letter).
chapter ii. verse 22.
chapter ii. verse 18.

. o i 1R. (That car-
ries your thought forwardl to
the Book of the Revelation, the
city which lleth four ;
the breadth, the height, and
the length thereof are equal).
Tae Bocvresia: Talke

Church.

Tae FasaLy : chapter iii. verse 18,
THE ONE NEW

Tae Horse :

TaEe TEMPLE :
Tae CrTy

Man : chapter ii. 1%;; il 183 244,
THE BRIDE : Ghapter v. 25-28, 31.32.
So you see there are eight ors of the

Church in this letter, and there are other
inferences in the letter which you might do well
to trace out.

The point to which we come is that there are

every wfaanse to tie
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three things which stand out in this inclusive
presentation of the Church.

I. The Mystery

The first is the mystery. That word, as you
kniow, is peculiarly characteriiiic of the letter
to the Epbesimns. Paul writes about the
mystery of His will; “........
unto us the mystery of his will
made known unto me the mystery
the fellowship of the mystery......... »
“ This is a great mystery * 5 and ﬁimilyy,
TR the mystery of the gospel

While the phrase MYSTERY JERUSALEM
does not oceur in the , itt ik ol b titimett
Jerusalem is the Church, and that the Church
coming so fully into view in this letter to the
Ephesians is related immediately and intimately
to the mystery. So that the Church as the
city, and the ¢ ty as the Chureh, is the mystery,
and, as we have just peiﬁted out, the sig-
nificance of the word “ m ” s that it
something which can only be known by revela-
tion. It cannot be apprehended by any natursll
faculties whatsoever—the mystery, smmething
to be revealed. It has always existed. Let us
be clear about that. The Church, the MYS-
TERY JERUSALEM, can only be known by
revelation of the Holy Spirit. It exists now.
But the Church is still a hidden thing to this
world. That is said deliberately, in spite of all
the publicity, all the demonstration, all the
effort that is made te i the world with
its existence. In spite of that the true Chureh
is still hidden ta e eyes of this werld. The
City is net seen by this werld. The revelatien,
the unveiling ef the mystew, has enly eeme 1o
the saints, net te the werd), ﬁdh 33 EOMRe

ooooooooo

oooooo

ooooooooo

.........

---------

ooooooooo

f@VSlaﬂBﬂ of the Hely Chest. FaaTaH)
thm is this, that yeu saﬂ 55111 held the New

ment ik y%uf , 82t Yo & Hei €h1§
VSfy i %5 igthe E HF

39 Fe&ite 1 Fﬁf %9
V@Fé@ &ﬂ Khow lk its that if s §;
@ve 1; e ve evef

Heam @Huf ﬁeeds

a wveiaﬂeﬁ by ms H@iy §§imf9f one te ses it.

H. The Heavenliness of EBverything
The second thing, which is cle here
alongside of the mystery, is the heavenliness ofi
everything. Just as “‘mn * s found Hiese
six or seven times in the letter to the Ephesians,
80 the “ heaxasifloss ™ are tthe fealtuie
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of the letter. That points plainly to the heavenly
nature of the City, the Church. We merely
state that once more, without dwelling upon it,
as that is what is especially before us in our
meditation, and we come back to it again and
again.

IITI. The Governmental Feature

The third thing which is here in this letter in
relation to the Church, and for our present
purposes the Church as ‘' the City which hath
foundations,” is the governmental feature. In
this letter you have those things which clearly
indicate that, by reason of the heavenliness and
spirituality of-this people who constitute this
City, this Church, there is a strong govern-
mental factor. Look at one or two passages
in this connection.

Ephesians 1. 21-22 : “ Far above all rule, and
authority and power, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world,
but also in that which is to come: And he put
all things in subjection under his feet, and
gave him to be head over all things to the
church......” That is where you begin, with
the Lord Himself, and in His ocapacity as
Sovereign Head of the Church.

Chapter ii. 6: * And raised us up with him,
and made us to sit with him in the heavenly
places, in Christ Jesus.” So that in what He
is, a8 well as where He is, is our privileged union.
We are seen to be in spiritual union with Him,
not only where He is in the heavenlies, but in
what He is as in the heavenlies, far above all
rule and authority, power and dominion, and
80 on. The Church is linked with Him in that
position.

Chapter iii. 10: ““To the intent that mow
unto the principalities and the powers in the
beavenly places might be made known through
the church the manifold wisdom of God.” That
is a governmental element, is it not ? It is quite
clear that by the Church God is governing the
intelligence of principalities and powers, im-
pressing the intelligence, instructing them,
making known His many-sided wisdom.

Chapter vi. from verse 12. Here in the
heavenlies, while the Church is seen in conflict,
in wrestling, it is also seen in power, This is
not & conflict to get advantage, to get ascend.
ency, but rather, to express ascendency, to
express the fact that these principalities and
powers havé been defeated and are subject to
Christ and to His Church as in the heavenlies.
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We need to make a comparison at this point
between Ephesians vi. and Revelation xii. In
Ephesians vi. the Church is seen to be in conflict
with the principalities and powers in the
heavenlies. In Revelation xii. the case is that
of a company being met by a mighty onslaught
of the evil one, the forces of darkness, and then
hurling those forces down out of the heavenlies,
and assuming fully and finally the place of
government in the sphere where those forces
have been in action. It is the end of the conflict,
the great final battle with the enemy, in which
he is hurled from his place in‘the air, or in the
heavenlies. It is good to pass the eye on from
Ephesians vi. to Revelation xii. In Ephesians
vi. you see the conflict going on, the age-long
conflict. In Revelation xii. you see that conflict
reaching its climax, and the issue is that those
forces which in Ephesians vi. are still in the
heavenlies are cast out of the heavenlies and
no more place is found for them, and the Church
is left in the heavenlieg, in full occupation, in a
governmental position in the throne.

There is one otker factor which is clearly seen
in this letter to the Ephesians. It is the factor
of election, and it is characteristic of both
Jerusalems, the earthly and the heavenly.
*This is Jerusalem: I have set her in the
midst of the nations......... " (Ezek. v. 5).
That speaks of Divine appointment, and we
know from very much in the Old Testament that
Jerusalem was divinely chosen, an elect city,
an elect vessel, that under the sovereignty of
God Jeruselem was picked out, appointed, and:
held for Divine purposes, though transient.
Lifted into the realm of the great anti-type,
that of which the earthly Jerusalem is but a
faint picture, how very much more true that
becomes. In the letter to the Ephesians,
speaking of the Church in its full presentation,
there are these tremendously strong notes upon
election : Chosen in Him : Elect and chosen
according to the purpose of His will. God has
determined from eternity that this heavenly
Jerusalem shall occupy the place of govern-
ment and supremacy.

That which is of supreme importance and
value, and which arises out of all that, is this,
that there is a link now between the Church
and the heavenly government of this world
in relation to the purpose of God in this dis-
pensation. That sums up everything. There is
a link now between the Church and the heavenly
government of this world in relation to the
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purpose of God in this dispensation. That is
clearly what comes out of a right reading of the
letter to the Ephesians alone, but there is a very
great deal more besides that letter to substan-
tiate that statement.

Firstly, the government of this world is set
in the heavens, and is functioning now. In spite
of all that seems to the contrary it is functioning
now. The Church is seen in a spiritual relation.-
ship with the heavenlies, and is said spiritually
to be seated there now. The Church is there-
fore in vital link and association with the govern-
ing of this world now in a spiritual way, unto
the purpose of God for this dispensation. The
Church is not linked with the governing of this
world for general purposes, but only in relation
to God’s purpose, and we must remember that
its functioning in this governmental union is
spiritual, and is secret. It is not manifest. The
Church is not governing this world manifestly,
but there is a government of it with which
the Church is associated now in secret.

The Old Testament is full of this in illustra-
tion. One of the outstanding, if not the
most outstanding, personal types of the Church
in the Old Testament is Elisha, the only prophet
who was ever anointed: the successor of
Elijah, receiving the donble portion of the
Spirit, and doing the greater works. He is
conspicuously the type of the Church as the
successor of Christ, so to speak, on this earth.
Look at the life of Elisha, and see the marvellous
expression of this feature of government ;
secret, hidden, spiritual government. There was
a league of certain kings. Thev came together
for purpaoses of warfare, moved out against their
enemies, and found themselves in difficulty
because there' was no water. The story is one
which has often brought its own message of
encouragement and inspiration to our own
hearts. *‘Thus saith the Lord, Make this
valley full of ditches ” (II Kings iii. 16). And
in the morning the waters filled all the ditches ;
it was like a sea. You know the sequel. The
story affords a notable instance of the heavenly
government of a situation. Here are men who,
in spite of faults, were men who represented
God, one of them at least. The situation was
critical. But for some supernatural heavenly
ruling, intervention, there would be an ignomin-
ious end. By silent, secret government of the
heavens, brought in through a vessel, in this
instance, Elisha, the whole course of things is
changed from tragedy and disaster to glory.

No sound, nothing to see, nothing to hear,
but the heavens rule. .
Again, the Syrians would make war. Elisha
is sitting in his home, in the secret place, and
sends a message to the king of Israel : ‘ Beware -,
that thou pass not such a place ; for thither the
Syrians are coming down ' (II Kings vi. 9).
And so the king of Israel saved himself there,
not once nor twice. The king of Syria said to
his war lords : “ Will ye not show me which of
us is for the king of Israel ¢ ” (verse 11). The
reply, with an intelligence for which I cannot
account, was: ‘‘Nay, my lord, O king, but
Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the
king of Israel the words that thou speakest in
thy bedchamber.” You see the secret, silent
government, the undercutting of the enemy, the
defeating of him without the drawing of a sword.
This is heavenly government. The Old Testa-

ment is full of that sort of thing.

The city where the prophet dwelt is besieged.
The prophet and his servant are in the city, and
the servant sees the besieging army and cries :
‘““Ales, my master! how shall we do?”
Elisha prays: ‘‘ Lord......open his eyes, that
he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of
the young man : and he saw : and, behold the -
mountain was full of horses and chariots of
fire round about Elisha.”” That is heavenly
government. You know the sequel to that.

We pass to the book of Daniel, and here we
should have more than enough to occupy us,
for the whole story is very true to the fact that
the heavens do rule, that God ruleth in the
kingdom of men. Think of Nebuchadnezzar,
of his attempts against the Testimony, and the
veasel of the Testimony, and mark the ruling
of the heavens against those attempts of the
mightiest of the kings, this head of gold, the high-
est of them all. It is a great thing to think
that Nebuchadnezzar’s was the greatest kingdom
that this world has known. All those succeed-
ing empires were of inferior cast. And yet the
heavens ruled in that greatest of the empires.
That rule was being expressed through a little
handful of men right in the midst of the strength
of this opposition to God. Right in the heart
of that violent antagonism to God these few
were set ; the heavens expressed their govern-
ment through an instrament which in itself .
was not much. How mighty was that rule!
But it was secret. Where did Daniel rule ?
In the place of prayer! Where did Elisha rule ?
In his own house! There is a secret, spiritual
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going forth of heavenly power, heavenly
government, which cannot be explained. There
are none of the outward features of a great

empire rolimg. It is all spinitusdl; it is all
hldderl To the natural eye there is no traeing
it. Men only know it as they come into the
sphere of its effect. Rulers and governments set
against the purpose of God : that is one thing.
Rulers, governments, empires, nations set wit
all their might, backed up by the powers of
darkness, against the purpose of Gadl, yet the
purpose of God being fulfilled, and that through
anmstrmmmtwlmchnnrtselﬁsmﬂnpmﬂxmﬂy
nothing : that is the story.

What is that instrument ? Whatt about its
nature, its position ? Ewv ) hangs upon
that. Itisessentially spiritual. It is heavenly,
in its life, its relationships and all its resources.
That is the city which rules, which governs, and
is destined to govern for eternity. It is a

Hual peeple, a heaveﬁl’;f people, with all
that that werd * heavenly ™ reans.

That implies on the one hand, that a lack of

ity, a lack of hemvenhness of life, is
the sure way to defeat. We may move out into
this world and find ourselves up against the
governments of this world, up against the rulers
of this world, up against the laws which men
have made, and these things may be dead set
against the reslisation of God's purpose in this
dispensation. Govermmenis may close and lock
doors, rulens may withstand, decrees may be
formed, nations, countries, may be closed, yet
the heavens continue to rule, and all God's
putpose is still ossible. A Church in heavenly
union, a people in heavenly union with the
Lerd, by t e exefeise of that heavenly function
gan still be the instrument of fulfilll ng God's

FPOse.

For example, I do not believe for a moment
that the present regime in Russia is dicfeating
God’'s eﬁg for this dispensation. If the truth
were knowm, as it will be known one day,

it is facilitating Gods end. Though
terrible may be the way, and costly, Ged’s end
is net being defeated. The heavens still rule.

Mark you, the heavens demand an imstrommemtt
in this world through which to exercise their
rule, and you and I, by absolute separation
from the-realm of Satanic power and authority
in a spiritual way, and in complete fellowship
and harmony with the Lord in heaven, can
still be ingtrumiml in fulfilling Gedf's purpese,
-n spite of every bit of opposition. N, as we
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have said, may close doors, but Gadl can say :
“Y heve set before thee an dicor, which
no man can shut.” Men may forbid this and
that. They may forbid pfmdhm, they may
forbid the primtinpy; they may forbid all sorts
of things, and still thiﬁ 8 be done. Gedl has
secret ways of doing thmgs, through prayer sl
real spiriuicll fellowship with Hinn, whieh are
after the charaeter of this Elisha work in the
secret place, without gelﬂ? in persen to the
scene at all. But, oh, th of being
in the place where, hiﬁ%ﬂeleses
along the natural line, the wefk is net fmiheey],
is net clesed ! 1 ean believe that eeuntries
will elese, and gevernments will prohibig, and
g missionaries will have to quit. 1 @aa
elieve that all kingds of thiﬂgs aFe gein
appen as the result of Satan’s lﬁ@t effe
sia the purpese of Gewl a8 he Lises maﬂ

everﬁmsmg aﬂd gainst the Ge 81
% s the Lord. B d

HFB?@ : c% ‘%HgBQES fﬁé% i§ ‘i

E%{ig{iifé 8{}@@;1 06 W%% aré ifii]?ﬁiﬁfg%ﬁ
‘éﬂ i W QH WS F8f Qﬁ
§ WS

Wﬂ
H &‘H 8
J geé %
]gﬁ’grng' €aven m ri mtu ! ou

All this is what is memt the City, whic:h is

a heavenly Ciuymdithmtcmyismlledito

ggvem ﬁew in a spiriuell , even as it will

netien in gevemmeﬁt in a iteral way in the

t@ eome. Yeou and 1 are fellow-citizens.

ay be the weals things, the feelish things,

the thmgs whieh are de 5@6, ang the things

whieh aFre net, but Ged piked tremendes
pssibilities With st6h, gfmd% ty are %%q

aneinting ef H]%
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that more than anything, far, far more than

publie . Alll forms of public expres-
sion are secondary compared with a life of secret
fellowship with Gadl, and any kind of public

ministry which does not come out of that is of

thing to conie out of our hidden life with God,
more than we know. There may .be no slght.
and no sound, but something will happen. The
Lord make us true citizens of the City which
hath fousndiations.

comparctively little value. There is a mighty T. A-S.
The Will of God
(contimaszi})
Passaces Rzap : Psalm x1. 1-8. Hebrews x. Jesus. He is “*The Last Adam.” Not, as in
1-17. ouwr bymnology, * The Second Adam ” ; Serip-
Basic VERSES : John vi. 38: iv. 84. ture does not so describe Him.. He is the last
Romans xii. 1-2, Adam. There will never be another. There

In giving ourselves to a further consideration
of the Will of God, we shall think of that aspect
of 1t which more difeaﬂy affects ourselves. In
this connection it is i to recognize
that the Lord Jesus is not only Redeemer and
Saviour, but also a full and perfect Rejpresefita-
tlon of God’s thought as to man. We
shall, therefore, seek to see

The Attitude of the Lord Jesus, as M&m, to the
Will of God

in the position which He voluntarilly assumed
here in the worldl, namely, that of

Man ; a Mam living His life wholly out from Hiis
Father by the Holy Spirit.

We are so accustomed to thinking of our Lord
Jesus in His Saviourhood ; our thoughts so
naturally travel along that line that to speak of
HiamasafullandlpeffeetR on of
God’s original thought as to man may sound
strange In some ears. Andl yet He is most
definitelv and manifestly so presented in the
Word.

I want, before coming directly to the subject
of His attitude to the Will of God in the position
He took as a dependent Man, to look at some of
the great statements of S which bring
the Lord Jesus before us as the embodiment of
God's thought as to man.

Let us think, first of all, of the great racial
titles that are used concerning Him.

** The finst toram Addanm lieezame & liwingy soll.

THE LAST ADAM a life-giving Spiwit.”
(1 Cor. xv. 45. R.V.).

This is one of the greatest titles of our Lord

was a first men, Adam, the head of the human
raee. There is a l1ast Adam, the head of the New
Raee, God's New Crandion. That Adamn is the
Man Chwist Jests. Thus we have iR eentrast
(1) Ada, the firsé man, from whoem the race
ggfaﬁg ; the manh whese fall from that standard

dependence Gedl for which he had been
@feated and his censeguent submissien to the
Eﬂemy invelved him, and the whele rsee, in
rebellion against Ged. @1(2) The Last Adam, the
beginﬁmg and Head of the New Ciastiin of

“Tiiee filrst man is of the eartl, earthy.
THE SECOND MAN is of Heawem™ (1 Coor.
xv. 47. R.V.).

The first man out of the earth ; made from
dust ; the Second Miam out of Heaven. The
besis is not en His Lordship, as the A.V.
sums but 6n His 6rigin, the a6t that He is
Heaven),” the heavenly Mian. This is a
iﬂdeed an arvesting title, * The

Seeeﬂd Msn™ The firsd man is Adai; the

second is Jests of Nazareth bern ef the Vi

Mery. Whet is the implication of the ﬂte?
It bears a lilkeness to th of ¢ The Last Adam,"
and yet has a signifieance of its ewn. Te My
heart it says this, and says it very letidly, that
in all the histery of this werld, there have been
enly twe men, whe, a6 any time, ¥&ally anbsgisd
expressed Gedls thought as to maankind.
uw% fell from his plase of p ane%e

aaaf iy ﬂ!ﬁ geeﬁtathefu

%u i ; and every oth

@fh Hiac h ivs&i waésevef his Hi §£9
Bwever far he has gone with Gadl follew
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Adam in his failure to realize the full purpose of
God in His creation of man.

Some of the saints of old went very far i tineiin
devotion to God. There is Abel, who offered the
finstt sl o @odgl, aand iis tiine firsstiin thiee modll
of the heroes of faith. There is Enoch, who
walked with Godi 300 years and,, at last, “was
not, for Godl took him *; of whom the Holy
Spirit records, *“ By faith Enoch was translated
that he should not see death, and he was not
found, because Godi translated himm.” There is
Abraham, the father of the faithful, and David,
the man after God's heart, and many another
Old Testament saint, or prophsit; yet on not
one of these.does the Holy Spirit alight, and
speak of him as *‘ the Second Mam." He spans
the gulf of 4,000 years between the first man
Adam, and Christ, the last Adam, and speaks of
this last, of Jesus of Nazaretln, the Christ of
God, as *“ the Second Man."

We love to think of the Lord Jesus as the Son
of God, and it is right, fitting and beautiful that
we should do so. But it is a remarkslile thing
that the favourite title the Lord used concerning
Himself was not that of “itir Son of God,™
but * the Son of Man.” If you have never done
80, go through the , 8nd note the AumMber
of times that title was used by the Lerd Jesus
eoneerning Himself. Yow will be swrprised.

The title “ Son of God ™ eccwrs iin e Gospells
29 times in all. It is used sometimes by men,
sometimes by Satan, or demons, once by an
angel, but only on four occasions did it fall
from the Lord’s own hps. No one called Him
“ Son of Man ** save ofice, when the multitude,
not understanding His own use of that tltle,
responded, “ How sayesit Thow, #ie Son of Man
must be lifted up 2 Wheo is this Son of Man 2"
Yet 82 times it is recorded that our blessed
Lord uRetl that title of Himsslff: surely a very
striking fact.

Consider then, those three great racial titles.
) “The Last Adam.” (2)“ The Seeand Man.™
(3) “The Son of Man.” What do M’ mean ?
This at least, to say no more : The Lord Jesus,
in His own Persom, gathered up, embodied,
and expressed, all Gods thought as to man.
If we desire to know what Godl's intention was
in creating the humemn race, in putting the fiirst
man into the Garden of Eden, and bidding him
be fruitful and multiply ; if we would know what
sort of man God intended him to be, we have
simply to fook into the face of Jesus Christ, to
behold Him.

To see this is to grasp the key to much. It
explains the fall. It is impossible to understand
the fall by measuring man against man. The
terrible charweter of the fall can only be undes-
stood by measuring man as he is to-day against
this Divine standardl, the Second Min, the Man
out from Heaven. He was a real Man, made in
the likeness of sinful flesh, yet without sin, Wiw
lived His life in this worldl of sin in entire
dependence upon His Father. In this respect,
that is, in His complete, utter, absolute depen-
dence, He was an expression of Gadf’s intention
as to man. The fall of man had come about
through his taking a place of independence.
The Lord Jesus healed that bresch, and not
alone in the perfection of His Person, but in
His maintained relationship to His Father,
exemplified Ged’s original thought for man. Se
we leek unte the face of Jesus Chiist and read
the riddlle; we are initiated into the seeret,
we see the design, the theught, the intentien

. Gogl, when, sut ef the eternal eounsels He
said, et s Wake Man R Our iRgR, afkr
BHF likeness.”

What a glorious history the worldl wanildi heve
known had man been faithful to that Divine
eonditioning of his life, and, thus conditioned,
had lived his life threughout in entire depend-
enee upen Ged.

back for a moment to the title “Sam
of Man,” it is interesting to observe that when
the Lerd Jesus would speak to His disciples
eoneerning the true source of their life as found
in BimseH, it is this title that He uses, It is
surely a faet of some significance that the recerd
of this is feund in Jehn's Gespel. Johin brings
Jesus befere Ws speeifically as the Son ef Ged.
Yet, when the subjeet is the “Biead Whikdh
eemeth dewn eut of Heaven, that a8 man may
eat thereef and net die,” the Lovdl siyss Eﬁ
g@ gat the flesh of the “ Som of Man *
is bleed, ye have net life in yeurssieas"
ehR vi. 58). That is t8 say, if we are the
rd’s, havihg believed inte Him), having
6en jeined e Him, we are i8 live the heavenly
ife, ahdl this we eah enly do a5 we live it eut
from Himself, the Heavenly Miaw. We must
learn the seerst of drawing eur life from Hiw,
hat 1s surely what is intended by eating His
_2n4 drice His bleed. Just as iR eur
siea] lives we live by the foed we eat, 80
Hually euF lives 6aR enly be sustained as
E gy aré lived out from Himself, He being our
gavenly fesd. 1n the failure to do this lies
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the explanation of all ansamic Clwiitiemity. So
many of us live our lives on the ordinary hurman
level. We seek our satisfaction in earthly
things, instead of day by day, hour by hour,
m, moment by moment, drawing upon Him,
feeding upon Him.. Ol yes, feeding upon the
Written Word, but more than that, in and
through that Written Word, feeding upon Hiim
Wiso Is the Incarmste Word. Verily ‘' eatlng
Hi fiilesh and drinking His bleed!! ”’

Reverting then to the thought of Him as
* The Second Mam,” as embodying and express-
ing God’s thou%ht for maim, if this is indeed what
Scripture teaches, the uestien arises, What
was I-lis attitude to the Father's Will in His
position o6f dependent M which He here

veluntarily assiimed 1 The Lerd Jests is foF
fiah the supreme example eoncerning his
relation to the Will of Ged, and in the pacsages
we have read we have His attibude expressed.
* 1 am come down from Higaven, 6l 10 ds #yne
own willh, bt the Will of Him that sent me."

Now consider what this means. Mine own
Will! Yes, bemg a true Mian the Lord had
a will. Being a perfect Miarn, His will was a
perfect will; there could be, therefore, ne
question of sition to the Will of Ged. In
speaking of His Owsd Will, the will that was
properly His as a, Mah, thers was He suggestiaﬁ
of collision between it and the Will 6f His
Father, for He was §iHl€§§ The 61§@B ef §iﬂ;
whieh was iR 8very ¢ 65 iEH Fl

UF& UH§H

Lk
o gﬁ%ﬁﬁa e @&f

The Will of Him that sent Mle” was the
governing principle of His life. He was in this
world for one supreme end, to dw the Will of
Guﬂ : and the doing of that will became the
strength of His life. His declaration was
meat i8 to dio the will of Him thet sent
M@, and to accomplish His work.™ I have been
peditating upon that expression, so besutifully
jllustrated in the story of the Women of Sycbar
in John 4. * Meatt™ is that which becomes
the nourishment and strength of life. The wandi
vsed for “meatt” is the word descriptive of
food generallly: that which nourishes, that
Whi@h sustains, that which invigorates. Now,

touehed Him. Hié w
glear as Efy hy

1he QWH e w
M% b §@iﬂ

i-n—
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Then followed this great reveali 3 ¥
meat is to do the will of Him hat sent m
and to accomplish His work." :

I do not think we need go further in our ses
for His attitude to the Will of His Father. ]
do that will was the m;preme object for :
He hedl come, and the doing of it was the vew
mainspring of His life. There mirrored for
in the face of Jesus Christ is the true aktitude
to the Will of Godi. Not to know it a8 a#
intellectual attainmentt; not to talk about #ib
to discuss it; brett taoddoid twaas Hildsedmmn,
Father's Will was the delight of His heart. -

The case is very different with ourseiv@!%
Our wills are by naturesinful. Our wills are pek
free. We speak of mam as possessing affrexilly
butt ::ed mba delum Ounr wills hwephb%
poiso y sin, brought into_complie}
with the rebel will oﬁ the universe. Ev@ry ;

eentre of his
man has a will that hlmag%h
of ehoiee, the it §m§
w%mpmm gﬁg tthe very naw
exerelse he ? gave% E
ereation: Fh
y m& g Big
mah s Wil pte eapiivAtY:

‘ %

EB




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 14 - Seachable (missing covers)

&€ 7ot now free. They are in captivity to the
pkail wiettil libereted by the redioemming work of
the 1x#d Jesws. But even so there is the taint
of fill remditing, and our wills are not like His.
How puich more is it necessary, then, that we
ihoullll vield our willls im witer sumevdiar to the
Will of God. Omly so can we fulfil the object
for which we have been first created, and then
fetisfined. In our r ion Gedl has re-
putllished the possibility of our fulfilling His
original purpose in the creation of mam. This
in N> 1N aa fiLiresss off meaasuree thvarssesrdditggour
highest thougiht; for we are to be * conformed
o the image of His Son."”

As the wonder of that bresks upon us, our
hearts are filledl with worship at His grace to
U and our yielded wills are brought into a
heautiful harmeny with His.

The Human Will Gme With the Divine

The complete surremtiering of the human will
if hasic to the accomplishment of the Divine
purpese in us. The spontaneous expression of
our heart must be, *“ Not my will but Thine
be dane,” if we are to be made an instrument
for the realization of the purpose of God. How
can Godl, though He be omnipotent, make us an
emiiidinent of His urpose, if our wills are in
amy respect still in league with that rebel will,
which, in exaltation against the Thrame of
Gakd saidl, ** I will.”” Every expression of self
*ill in a believer is a voluntary link with that
vediobl will which flanmis itself against the
nwy of Gadl. Every human choice, every
expression of self in fallen humemiity, is a part
of that which brings in sorrow, ruin and death.
Terrible P Yes, hutt tiuee. Wonvisseyy, Thuett itsweargy
Utter » Well, the Lord is doing a very utter
thing, Cuonfiomuitty to the image of His Son is a
fhrious thing, but it is also very utter. It
Pecesserily involves the putting awsay of all that

mot Christ. Canfionnitty is confl . To

Omigtdike is to be like Christ. Here then is
fhe patterm. Look again into the face of Jesus
% and see His attitude to the Father's

Are we pri to be Christlike ? Are we
Prepesed to live that kind of life which says
t mine own will.” 1 am Christ’s, and my

*yl is lost in the Will of Gedl. Not that m
®ul should be weak and passive, but that It
$eudd be so dovetalled in with the Will of God,
3t it becomes a functioning power at the ver?/

#antre of my being, eperating to fulfil the Will

of God. Clmiistlikeness involves the human will
being first surrendleratl to Gadl, and then con-
tinually energized by Gadl to the accomplish-
ment of His purpose.

Light and Love
The Word speaks of the being of God in two
ways. It says, first of all, that Gedl is Light,
then that Gadl is Love. If God is light then the
Will of God as it touches and governs our lives
must be right. There can be no possibility of
His making a mistake in relation to any circum-
stance. Somietimes it reguires a great strength
of faith to make that affinmstion. When we
see- to be iﬁextriemlﬂby involved in some
£efate situation ; when the clouds have
ered in the sky, and the day is dark ; when
aiﬁ and serFew are pressing in upen us, ’ suiffer-
mg ahd grief are eur experience ; when we eat
the breadl of agversity and drink the water of

tears ; WHSH life 1§ 8 burden, it reghires a faith

1£ his is me wm ef
g?edf % theq fﬁ%& A8 E%aﬂ%%

E;ﬁ* ggﬁ%
V8§ iH

¥ 9WA £§9mst b I
*%g@%f %ﬁ%
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,1 ﬁ‘ﬂ §§8FFY9W sifi s ,
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ose qn gO E%
e%%aﬂ ig
H e%e'

' Wré? (ﬂ’cg Jss|
God 18 hght there 18 no possibi 1t o

Then Godl is love. It is not only the case
that Gedl loves, that love is an essential element
of His being. No, He IS love. Love in action
is an expression of Godli: all His ways are,
therefore, an outworking of love, andl it follows
necessarily that Gedl is always working for our
highest good, in relation to Hls eternal pu
* Amtl we kmow thatt to them that love 9dl|
things work together for good), even to them that
are called according to His purpose.” (Rom;
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viil. 28). Godl is ever seeking to bring us, by
means of the intricacies of our individual lives,
into His onwardl maxch for the accomplishment
of the purpose which sprang from His Sovereign
Will. So while negatively there is ngg};gssibili
of mistake, because He is lightt; positivel

{s working for our highest good, because
ove.

I am sure every mature Chwistian will agree
it is true to life that uttermost obedience often
leads to severe trial. We can look back upon
our own histories, and mark the times when
there have heen new surremiiexs to Godl in
relation to His revealed purpose, and almost
immediately life has been marked! by some new
trial, some new affliction, some new sorrow.

? Omnly Godl knows why such things are
necessary. We have si to stand in the
assurance that nothing does is out of
har with the tweo great essentials of His
being, light and leve. 'We do hewever recophize
this, that He is werking te get us elear of all
those en pents of our seul life, whieh have
in them the peisen of sih, and are ground upen
whieh the powers of darkness work to defeat
the purpese of Gedl. Henee the need for utter
yieldedness, for the presentation of our bedies
as living saerifices.

In the word °* therefore *” in Romans xii. 1,
the Apostle gathers up the great doctrinal
statements of the first eleven chapters, and
makes them the basis of his a for yielded-
ness. It has become our habit to speak of the
first eight chapters, and to leap over nine, ten
and eleven, to the twelfth ; but the greater trukh
is that the whole eleven chapters lie behind
the exheftation. Not alene our justification, eur
sanetification, eur coming te glery, but alse

e
e 18

Godl’s sovereign will in choosing us in Christ
before the foundation of the world, His
electing grace, is included in that *“'therefore.”
** 1 beseech you therefore, brethnem,......
is to say, for the reslizstiom of Godf's purpose
in our salvation, in all the comprehensiveness
of that much undervalued word, complete
surrender to the Will of God is a basic necessity.
God must have that response in us, if He is to
bring us through. So, the Apostle says, 1
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice,

hely, acceptable to Gedl, which is your reasen-
able wefﬁgg;'% Andl be not fashioned according
to this werldl; but be ye transfermed by the

renewing of yeur mind that ye may preve what
gg%hg goed; and aceeptable, and perfeet will ef

Proving the Will of Gadi, first in the details
of our individu:ll livgss, and afterwards in its
greater ranges, depends upon our yieldedness to
Him. Given that, we s%all pfosxffe it, as the
Lord Jesus proved it. He came through, on
the basis of His delight in the Father's Willl, tio
the ultimate glory. He came through, as a
Man, to the Throne, because, doing the Father's
will, even when it led Himn to the Cross, He
was continually energized by the Holy Spirit.
The way the Misster went is the way the disciple
must go.

So we look into the face of the Lord Jesus,
and we see the glory of His Miswlood as well as
of His Godlnemdl We see the way of aecom-
plishment exemplified. We see the way He
overcame, and the way we also must overcome.
So by His grace we follow in His train inte the
fulness of the purpose of God.

S. A.

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY
CONFERENCES

AT HONOR OAK :
MARCH 7th and 8th.
MAY 15dnto2Us.
JUNE ts. (WHITSUN).
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APRIL (EASTER) [0th to 13th.

SPECIAL WEEK FOR WORKERS.
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“In the Face of Jesus Chriat™

No. 3
The Seamless Robe

Reammve : Ezekiel xliii. 1-12 ;
Psa : xxii. 18 ; John xix. 23-24.

*The Mim CTeatédd

As we dwell upon that seamless robe of the
Lord Jesus, and see how it was under the very
careful, sovereign preservation and protection
ofGodi it is diifficult to fail tosee that the robe
speaks in a typical way of the h ity of the
Lord Jesus, of that which the Son of God wore.
What did the Son of Godl wear ? He wore the
Son of Mian ! He wore a human life. He wore,
as a garment, humanity. He took upon Him
the form of a Mian. He was found in fashion
as a Mamn. This is signified in the vesture.
The vesture, in a word, then, speaks of His
hurmmawiity. This robe is presented to us as
something complete, whole, a perfect unity :
of one piece, woven from the top throughout.
That is God’s conception for mam. That is the
Men conceived in the mind of Godl. That
hummamity is the prodiuct of the counsels of God
from eternity ; mam, in himself personally,
individually, and collectively, corparstisly, a
complete whole, a perfect unity ; of one piece,
woven from the top throughout.

The man created, as produced by the hand of
God, as the result of that Divine activity, God's
weaving, shall we say, of the humanity of the
man, Adam, is afigunecof Him that was to conne.
Before there was j with the
adversary, the Devil, before there was any
disobedience through uﬂbelieﬁ, man was in his
ewh being and nature a uhity, 8 harieny, an
ageerd, 8 whels. The man created was hot a
diseof é net a tangle, was net a eontradietien,
was het a divided being, in his ewn self. He was
a figure of Him that was to eome; a whele,
a unity, of ene piece.

The Mim Ruimedd
What is the nature of the ruin ? It is as of

a onepiece garmeint remt andl torn to shreds.

51

If you have a one-piece garment torn, you know
quite well that you cannot make that good. If
you have a two-piece, a three-piece, or a four-
piece, you know that in the part where the
tear takes place you can remove that and

it. But when it is a one-piece thing, it is ruined
when it is torn. You can patch it, but you have
not restored it to its original perfection. You
can sew it up, but you have not made it as it
was. There have been many efforts to sew ug
torn h , to patch it up, but the pate
always reveals the damage, the sewing ecf
always betrays that something has ha

and before long, under given straim the thing
breaks again. The Lord Jesus says, ** No i
putteth a pieee of new cloth unto an old gar-
ment......... " ; flow tive neartt iis silky nmale wisnse.
No, this hunmmlty once torn is ruined, and there
is no hope but in a new garment, because of
its essential one-ness before God.

I ask you, Is it not true that man is anything
but a unity in himself, a one-mess, & Inenmeryy, a
perfect whole ? We know ourselves that we are
torn and rent, as it were, into many fragmeints,
contradictory elements, In our own make-up,
Is not Romains vli. the great unveiling of the
divided-ness of man ? Even when he is breught
under Divine law, that divided-ness is brought
all the meore to light. * For that which 1 do
1 knew net; for net what 1 weuld, that do 1
ffa@ﬁse bt what 1 hate, that 1 d@ Y Here

am, §ff in ene direskion aﬁ@ goeing in the

1 am a division. 1 am 3 eonbra:
diction. 1 am HQE ene eaieee 1 d@§if8 Fght,
bt against my desire 1 ig
of all my purpesing 1 d8 it. 1 amae% QHS A
Fiver always Hows in ene direstion, iR 6R8 Way,
but Rt 56 human Rature. 1 is sadly GUREFWISE

with euf ﬂ%ﬂ;fe new. We afetgst ewing all
ene w. vefi when perhaps the greater
Sé@ﬁilsa% be w pfmmﬂ@wly te one ggd

there is always a reactionary ** something ™ iA
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us, a kick back. It needs no stressing that we
are anything but a unity. No, the garment has

been rent. Even our righteousnesses are asfiltlilyy

rags. Mean's humanmity now is in rags at its
best. M is ruined|, torn, disrupted.

The New Miam Prefigured

We shall not stay longer than to point out
that in the Old Testament there is a pre-
of the new man. In those men who came ifto
a living relationship with Gadl in the Ol Teatta-
ment, you find the spirituell and mersl threads
of the new man pre-figured, the threads being
woven typically inte the form of the new man.
It may be the faith ef an Abraham, the meek-
ness of a Mwses, the wership ef a David, the
truth of an Elijah, the life of an Elisha, apd 5o
en. These are all threads in typieal men, bein
weven inte the One Perfsst |, the gaﬂﬁeﬂ%
of a renewed humanity. Al of them aFe i8 be
feund in the new Man when He eomes. He takes
up all these meral elements, all these spixtual
features ; they are waven frem the top VAkeugh:
et in His Bumenity. See the wender of
His faith, the beauty of His humﬂ?;
His meekness: See the devedineis of IHis
wership, His heneuring of Gedl, His Fathes:
See the zeal for truth whieh bans wigh éﬂh_bﬁl%
heat mere than that ef Elijah : Ses Him
the life, the power of life triumphant ever
death, as in an Elisha, and se en. These are atl
the threads of His humanity, and all this is
pre-figured in the OMd TatadRiiL.

The;New Mam Phawiitish

No longer is it now the figure, but the Man
Himself. His humamity is not the humanity
of Adam, but a transcendent hunuanitty. There
is all the difference between Godl creating Adiam
and God providing Jesus Christ. But we will
not stay with the comparison or contrast
between Adam and Christ for the moment. We
point out that the new M is provided, and
in this new Mn yeu eannet detect any joim;
g@u eannet traee any place where twa things

ave been sewn . He {8 net in paFts,
He is whele. O, the wenderful completeness,

erfection, balanee, whele-ness, har of His

uienity,. He 6an be angry, with a buFain
anger, witheut ever lesing His balanee an
allowing fleshly heat to come in; but, being
angry, He can at the same time be full of leve.
He can turn from one thing to anether, and on
the surface these things may seem to be alte-
gether at varianece, and yet in Him they are

so perfectly poised that you are no longer
sensible of any contradiction in His Presence.
We could stay a long time with the perfect
balance of His humanity, the one-ness of His
humanity. Oln, He is not a patchwork : He
Is net se parts joined together: He is
a perfect whole. He is of one piece, woven
from the top throughout.

The New Mizm Tested
The new Man provided ! Ah, yes. but tested.
This humamity, like the garment, is subjected
to the test. AHi the straim is loosed upon it.
Its power for taking moral strain is tested.
Every one of those threads in the garment is
?ftgt to the test. Meekness ? Cast Thyself down
/M the pinnacle of the Temple ! What would
sueh an aet have been ? A proud boast! And
fen weuld have said, You are a wonderful
Man;: we will follow Yeuw! Ne, te have
yielded weuld bave been to have forsaken
meeksness. * Beheld, thy King eemeth, sitting
en an ass's 6ol (Jebn xii. 15). But that
fheekness was oft-imas put to the test. ©On
anether oceasion the multitude would take Him
by foree and make Him King, and He escaped
threugh the midst of them. There it is given
us to see His devotion to His Father, that
devotion which is the essence of worship, the
fear of the Lerd, that utter abandonment to
God. That was the great charscieristic of
David's life. Whatever were the faults of
David, you ecannot get away from the tiue
worshipiulness of his belng toward Gedl. The
sublime touches in the d hours of David’s
life are these. [Ewven when he has sinned in
Aumbering Israel, and Geod visits his sin with
terrible judgment, he goes down before Ged and
gays, ' Lo, 1 have sinhed, andl 1 hoxe disinepeat-
versely : but these sheep, what have they
done ¥ Let thine hand, 1 pray thee, be
ﬂﬁ@iﬂﬁi e, and against my father's heuse
(IT Bam : xxiv. 17). What feaf ef the Levdl!
What reverenes for Godl! Whad a falling dewn
before God 1 utterness ef sy and
igldeaness! That was the spirif ef David’s
. ARG the perfection of that spikif, that

devetion to His. Father in the life
g‘§§H§ was puf to severe tests. ¥ 1f theu e the
en {¥ Right at the epd, when en eeme
and take Him with swerds and staves, Sen ef
Ged as He was, He tells them that if He should
ask His Father He weuld send twelve legions
of angels: but that devotion to His Father

the Lerd -



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 14 - Seachable (missing covers)

must mesn that the angels must stay where
they were. He was put to the test.

‘e might dwell upon all the moral features
of Chwist, and see how they were tested, tried
under strain. This fabric underwent a very
severe test in every thread.

The New Mam Proved
Tempted in all points like as we are, yet
without sin! Not only without sinning in the
act, but without sin is this Mi&m. Sin is a
deeper thing than sinning.

The New Mam Perfected

How ? suffering. This is the word
of the Lord. I said that in a Conference some
years ago, and afterwards I was taken to task
very severdly: How dare you speak about
Jesus Christ being perfectedi!! He always was
perfect ! He was never anything but perfect !
But I Scripture : Miadie * tinmughh
sufferings ** (Heb. ii. 10). That is said of Him.
We need not stop to argue the doctrine. To
quote the Scripture is enough. He was sinless :
He was perfextt; and yet He was perfected. If
you cannot understand the seeming conteadic-
tion look again, and ask the Lord to enlighten
you. It is only another way of saying that He
was perfected through the straim placed upon
the fabric.

A sapling may have no vices in it. It may be
a perfect tree as a sapling. But show me that
sapling grown to the full tree in a few years’
time, and I will say, It is perfected through
sufferimgs: not that those sufferings bore
witness to any vice, but its ections were
belng brought out to perfection through the
storm, the stress, the strain. It is a matter
of the measure of perfestion, not so much of

kind.
The Mem Inetedlah

*1 see the heavenB , aindl the Son off
man standing on the right hand of God ™ (Acts
vil. 56). ‘‘Inasmuch as he hath nted a
day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by the mah whom he hath
ordained...... *” (Acts xvii. 31). The Mam is
eventually coming 