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A WITNESS
AND

A TESTIMONY.

“...Ghe Heavens Opered, and The Son of Mian
Staviding at The Right Hand of God.”  aets 7. 5.

“Che Testimony of Jesus.” Eev. 1.9,

‘" ~he Testimony of Jesus. ~ Bev.i. 9.
FEBRUARY 1935.
FEBRUARY 1935.

Wol. 13. | &0s:. h.
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The Nature of the Testimony
Life Incorruptitlle and Endistructible

Respmve : Hebrews xi. 1-19.

WE are going to meditate upon the inmner-
most nature of that Testimony which relates to
the Lord in this earth, and in this universe.
This whole chapter is occupied with that Testi-
mony, but we aFe geing to take but a part of it,
seeing the Testimeny as teuched upen by the

xgtmﬂo@ftﬁeeg@mexﬁe Afiéee.

Let us remind ourselves that the heart of the
Testimony of the Lord is life : a life which is
incorruptible and indestructible. We know, of
course, that that life is bound up with a Persan,
“this life is in His Som, Jesus Chviist, our
Lord.” When we speak of the Testimony of

Jesus we always keep in view the Person fitsst,

but then there comes that for which the Person
standB, that which is the preeminent element
in the Person and In the work of that Person.
When you ask the guestion as to what it is
that the Lord Jesus stands for in His ve

Perbow, and what it was that He came, lived,

andl went to the Cress for, the answer is found
in one word, Life‘ He came that life and

ety be breusht te light, and He
Himself is that%ife ¢

So that the Testimony of the Persom, Jesus,
is the Testim of life inco and in-
destructible, and that is the issue of the a es
That is the thiﬂg u oﬁ which everything
been hanging from nning. It was on
that matter that the bat took place in the
finstt instance in the Gafdeﬂ 1t was the issue
of life or death, and it has been that issue all

aleng. tRasiueh as we are related to the

T@ﬁiﬂi of Jesus we are beund up with that

1saue as s Hmagk’emﬁg iR euF beings, and

6h we may 6all euF

= Iif the Chureh has been breught

mte g a6, above all ether things, the Body

tneﬁ it is in that Bedy that tRis

T%ﬂﬁi has to be depesited and menifesied,

and wheﬁ we speal of the Bedy as a whele we
speak of all the members individiulthy.

That is familiar ground, but it is the centre,

the heart, of everything for us. It resllly diefines
what it is that we are called into, what, in the
fivstt place, is the very nature of the believer's
relationship to Christ, the basis of that union :
and then, in the second place, it defines the
ve% object of the believer being here on the
ea »

When we turn to this chapter we find that
this central reality of in iblle and in-
destructible life is illustrated, set forth, in
principle in various ways, from various stand-
points. The first four people mentioned in this
succession of the Testimony before us a
very real presemtation of the s, nature, and
outworking of this life.

Abel—the Basis of the Testimony.

We begin with Abel, in verse 4 :

“ By faifln Abel offered umio Godd & more
execellent Soaifiise than Cain, through which he
hmﬂwltnessbcmaeta him that he was El;\teaus

witness in respect of his gi d
thraugh it he being dead yet spesketh

With Abel there is introduced the basis of
the Testimony. The Testimony ins with
Abel, and we know that wherever we find the
beginning of a thing we findl sl the sub-
sequent development i form, and every-
thing subsequent will, therefore, work back {6
that and be included in that. That is very
clearly seen when you F ﬁis@ that the basis,
the intreduection of the of life in-

eerruptible and iﬂdestfu@ﬂble E_y the shed-
diﬂ afblsed With Abel the §Hed ing of bleed

i%“ef *ine %%s?i R e ) 1?1@%%%
%’r%“é b by el i
in %h@ dding ef meed

There are two ways of taking up the Testi-
mony, becoming bound up with it from the
beginning. There is the way of becoming
terribly responsible for it, so that that Testi-
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represents death and judgment and
deosﬁtlyuletion from the presence of the Lord, the
Testimony testifyiing against. But there is the
other way, by a living relationship to the Lord

Jesus coming into the whole Testimomny froom—
Abel on and into all its value—inclusively
on the groundiof the sheditdtod. Breeasse afftiiett

shed blood he wasimsttentily inwolvedlimtine hzdtie
of the ages, the spirituell conflict of all time.
From the unseen there immedimtely emerged
one who was the antagonist of that life, him
that had the power of death, and through Cain
he slew what was mortal of Abel. But after
millenniuime the Werd of God says he yet
speaketh, he is net dead. His testimeny w

i relatien te a life indestruetible, aﬁd he §£111
livés ¢ he being dead yet speaketh.”

Abel was the first link m the chain of the
overcomers, and you can relate the end with
Ihe beginning declare fromn Revelation xil.
that he evercame because of the Bloed of the
Lamb, and because of the word of Kis Mm,
and he leved net his life even unte de
That was true of Abel, the first witness, the
fisstt link in the 'Testim@my‘ 1t is the mi

ewer of the Bleed ef tHe Lerd Jesus whie

Eyge is mtf@duesd with Abel, whish is the
ineliisive the Testimeny of a lifg
whieh i8 ﬁd m ewer of Satah aﬂd Rell
and fhen te teueh and te destrey-

The Word of Godl makes it perfectly clear
that everything in .the life of a believer is
related to that precious Blood.

Salvetion is by ibe Blooll. Just as Israel
came out of E to be Godls people through
shed and spii blood, so alone are men
and women saved from sin, from hell, firom
judgment, from death, from the power of
Satan, by the ous Blood of the Lord JoBu.
The smef, then, finds salvation in the Blead
and enly in the Bleed.

The saved find their life in the Blami), for
they have, In that spiritmsll cense, still to
continue to dilnk the Blood for their very life.
The Lerd Jesus saiidi: "‘Excmk eat the
flesth of the Son of man and his blood,
ye have not life in yourselves,” and we know
that the tense is: Exceptt ye kegp ozneetingg
and dri have no life. He, in the
value of His own Being, made over to us by
the Holy Spirit becoming operative in us
by Divine energies, becomes our very life
ast behev&rs,h tod maintaim us. So thatb the
eating end the drimkilmg) continually are basic
to the life of the saved.

Sandification is rdtdefedo toh¢h8IBddod. Thlsns
very letter to the Hebrews tells us that in the
second Chapter, verse 1l.::

* For both hmﬂwtmmﬁﬁeth mwlﬂiey thet
are sanctified are alll off one .

Link that with Clkqmrxm. verse 12:

“Whhestbove Jtosissadiso, tHaat Hee Lsanio
the people through his own blood, suifered with-
out the gate™’

they that are sanctifled . . . that he

might sanctify the people through his own blood
...... So that our sanctification rests upon the
Blood of the Lord Jesus.

All our prayer has to be bewedd upom tHatt
Blomii for its effectivenes®. There is no effee-
tual intercession apantt fromn the value of that
Blood. Agaim this letter tells us that in

Clrmter X. verse 19:
boldiness to enter

Hlavinq e, hwethwean,
into the'holy place by the blood of Jesus"™

You see, this is coming into the place of
intercession, of prayer ministyy, and that is
made effectual by the Blood. There is no
prayer which avails apart fromn the Blood of
Jesus. That Blood is the effective elenvens.
It is the living factor in our salvatien, ouf
sanctification, our Intercession. It mhakes
prayer living. If you want to get over death
elemeinds in prayer, that with which prebably

ou are fiet a ttle familiar, if you want e

ow the deliverance from these Torees which
desseﬁd upen you in the time of prayer te

y@u, your appeal must be te the
lea you will fd that it is efffadive.
1t is ﬂi@ ewef of life which EQB

g{ggdgf 6&?15 et oot uers death.

e of the
Not only are salvation, and maintenance, andl
sanctification, and intercession based upon the
Blood, but our victwyy contitimalisyndrinalhally
i3 on the gavand bbikhBloddhodAgairnishihistiaiier

tells us that in the second Chepter, verses 14-15 ;

“ Since then the childran are sharess in fledh
and blood, he also himself in like manner pariock
of the same ; that rou%lgdeathheﬁﬁgmbgg

e

to naught him that had
is, the devill; and mi delivef all them who
th¥o fear of were alll their lifetime
subject to

By Blood, you see, He destroyed him that

had the power of death, and delivered those
who were in because of the fear of
desth. Surely we can link with that again,

Revelation xiil.: ** They overcame him because
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of the blood of the Lamb .
is bound up with the Blood.
Everything that comes out in a fuller
revelation of the life in relation to God is based
upon the Blood, and all that is found in germ,
in primeiplls, in the blood which Abel Biedl in
offering his sacrifice to Geodl. Very com-
prehensive is the first step in the Testimony.

Enoch—The Qutiwaonlking) of the Testimony.
Hebrews xi. verses 5-6.

faith Enoch was translated that he
shoulld not see death; and he was not found,
because Godl transiated hiin: for before his
translation he hath had witness borne to him
that he had been well-pleasing unto Gail: and
without faith it is i ble to be well-pleasing
unto himm: for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that seek after him.'’

Here we have something which is tremend-
ously and impressive, that with one
u lea ffem the beginning to the
eﬂdofteT meny. It is as though for the
moment the Lerd has set aside, kept ih reserve,
all that lies between, and shews us what the
end of the Testifheny will be as felated te the

™ Vietory, then,

“B

. He bﬂg& the twe immediately
together. Here is the Bleed in the fnm m—
stanee as the basis ef the Tesﬁmeﬂg
taining the Testimeny in itsel; [ife wtuen

il I, eyl
B R e Tk R

sath is F aﬂﬁ
e S e

We are too familiar with the Oldi 'lrmmnmu
chapter in which the translation of Enoch is
mentioned for us to go back over it again,
but let us just eall to mind the fact that in a
chapter of considerable length, which eon-
tains the constant and monotonous reiteration
of the death and burial of a whole succession
of meﬁ, there is, right there, that one Ibreak

altheug h the 66u1=se had been in ease
‘and he died,” there suddeﬁly
comes a fift, .. aﬁdhewasﬁett,,mfeed
took hiim,” ‘and then the eld story gees en
again. It is life ifite the eceurse of
death, conquering it, ahd net pgoing that
way at all. The end will be that. We sin
sometimes{, and our hearis always throb an
thrill when we sing:
“mn]gwl oh dightt! should we go withous
ying.”

That is not a vain expectation. THut is
secured in the Blood of the Lord Jesus for a
com which will realise God's full thought.
Mey we be of that compmmy! In any case,
whether we go through the grave or without
going_through the grave, we are called into
thxs mon%that death has no power over

ord find us in the of faith,
m that matter, because Enoch attained unto
it by faith, and we need faith unto victory
over death, The enemy is al seeking to
bring down our faith in that iom, and
to get us to accept death, not ﬁ thys
death, but all kinds of death, and alll forms of
death’s expression, to accept it. Faith says
the Blood of Jesus Christ has secured victory
over death in all its forms. May we be of
the succession of those who overcame by
faith in the Blood.

That is all we intend to say about Enoch
at the moment, but it is a very impressive
thing that the Lord should bring the beginning
and the end, the end and the beginning, to-

here, 'and show that, because of that
loed of the Testimony, the ultimate issue
is this—RRRPURRE !

We retunn to that which lies between. The
two things which follow, which are really
between Abel and Enoch spmlmdllx/ speaking,
are related ively to those things. Noah
is related spiritusllly to Abel, and Abraham
is related spu'itmlly to Enoch....Let us see
how that is.

Noah—The Testimony in its Ministry

to the World.

Hebrews xi. verse 7 ::

* By faith Noah, being wanned of Godl cmresm-
ing things ﬂet seen as yet, moved with godly
fear, pfepaf an ark to the savigofhishouse-
through whieh he condemned the world, and
m% h}gif the righteousness wihich is @ccordiing

Noah is the Testimony in the world, the
ministry of the Church. God looked and saw
that iniguity was well ﬁigB universsll, that
wielkedness filled the earth, that evefy imagina—
tion of man's heart was evil. Where there B
righteousness there st be condennnetion,
jud ment and death. But Noah lived in the

of a state like that, a state of sin, and
death and he lived against that state of things,
he did not live with It. He stood as a rock in
the midst of that evil curwenmtt, that tide of

3
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Testimony, as to the nature of the Testimony,
the explanation of it, but you can never carry
the Testimony out into this world by taking
out a form ot doctrine, by taking out a system
of truth. We can never take the Testimony
out by what we say. 1he battle of the Tes-
timony is usually fought in the spiritual realm,
and that is why so often, before we begin to
say anything, there has to be a mighty battle,
and something has to be settled in the unseen
in relation to the Testimony before the words
are spoken. It is a position which has to be
secured in advance. Life has once again to
register itself triumphantly against the forces
of death. The word can then come through
in the power of that life, in the power of that
victory. It is that very conflict which gives
to the word subsequently spoken its power, its
life, ite effectiveness. If those of us who have
anything to do with ministry simply climbed
on to platforms and never had a background
confiict in relation to those things, they would
be mechanical, there would be nothing in it ;
.but because there is continuously that back-
ground fight, that gives the very meaning,
virtue and power to that which is said. The
word comes out then in virtue of a fresh
registration of life over death.

Much of this is said for those who are familiar
with the phrase ‘‘ the Testimony.” It is said,
for ‘one reason, to clarify the nature of
the Testimony, ahd' for another to ecall us
again to see that it is mot a mental appre-
hension of things said which brings hs into
the Testimony, but it is a spiritual position.
The thing that we are to seek from the Lord
is not that we might understand all the teach-
ing, but that we might be brought into the
power of His resurrection. That we may

know that life, and know how to live by that
life in the mighty virtue of His precious 8lood,
in ell that the Lord Jesus has accomplished by
His Cross. We are living on the opposite
gide of Calvary from that of Abel and these
other witnesses. Their testimony led on to
Calvary, ours comes out of Calvary. We
stand in the positive realisation of that toward
which their faith looked.

We are surely called, equally with them, to
be men and women of faith. It is putting it
mildly to say equally. All this means our
positive attitude of faith., It is faith basically
in all that that Blood represerts, includes,
signitier, secures, and faith for all that that
Blood works out to. If you believe that the
Lord Jesus really has conquered death, and
has given to you the very life by which He
conquered death.; if you believe it with all
your heart, then you ought not to be a victim
of the dead state of things all around you.
You ought to be in a state of life triumphant,
even though death presses on every side; and
you can be. Your faith will put you in that
position of ascendency over death.

The Lord is truly seeking to get His company,
by which the full issue of that life shall be
displeyed to this universe, be wrought out in
this universe, a translation company. The
rapture may take place in the lifetime of many
of us. That is a possibility, at least. Some
of us feel that it is a probability, but if we
leave it just as a possibility surely we should
be completely stretched out, that it should be
true of us that the final phase of His victory
is displayed in us in a life which displays the
fact that Satan, who had the power of death,
is a truly conquered foe. May we live unto
that from day to day. T. A-S.

NEW LITERATURE
BY T. A.S.

THE BODY OF CHRIST

Revised Edition, 6d. Postage, 1d.
Cloth bound, 9d. Postage, 11d.

THE LORD’'S TESTIMONY AND
THE WORLD NEED

8d.
Cloth boards, 9d.

Reprint—
THE INCENSE-BEARER

id.
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The Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ

Rzapines : Philippiams i. ; in. 8.
L—The Fight for a Coutinent.

Teti letter to the Phlllp})lﬁm will mainly
our attention, but before we come to it

y we shall be more in that chapter winickn
before us the estabhshmg of the Lord’s

T in Philippi, n , chapter xvi. of

the boel of the Aets. 1 think that very few

ef the Lerd’s Faeple whe have read it thought

have failed to be impressed very deefly

Wﬂ; the little letw te the Phili
gne Seripture, Bpefh its
'dl’-@i§§a$ﬂ39i‘€£§ﬁ an
gstle feund i%ﬁ%ﬁibl% 8

s T
B We 9}%}5

QG@%

e H‘%ﬁ‘ﬁ

There are special things about these Philippian
believers whic-;h make that possible, and w!nch
so draw him out. When that is recognised
as over against his great difficulty in opening
his heart in 1 other directions—the longing,
but the inability because of prevailing con in
tions, because of so much which had to be
waded through of what was not according to the
Lord’'s mind, all off whiicln Tritenn jin ks
desire to get into the closest personal touch in
the life of the Lord—I say wiien we recognise
that, we are bound to conclude that the Philip-
pians something very precious for
the Lord. They stood in a position which—
if the Apostle himself reflected the Lord's own
relationship to themn—brought great joy to the
heart of the Lord. We have come to know
this letter as the letter of triumphant joy.

There had just streaked across the horizon
slight vapours. At one point it seemed almost
that a cloud crossed the sky, a cloud of very un-
pleasant memory. But apart from those
mg clouds or vapours the letter is just full ef

gl wonderful, overflowing 1 oy. And if these

hppxans were the ocecasion of it, as wn-
they were, remembering the condi-

tions and the &osltion of the Apostle at the time,
present spmeth

then surely in which
the Lord has delight, something which

stands for the Lord as being of great value to
Him. That being the case, it is always good to

look at the history of such a people, and espe-
cially at the commencement of their spiritual
history, or of their relationship to the Lord.
Thus we turn back to chapter xvi. of the Acts,
to see something as to the spiritual origin of the
assembly of believers in Philippi.

A Great and Effectuall Door.

We know that Philippii was of very great
strategic value so far as the Gaspsl in the
nations was concerned. We know that Philippi
was the door into the Westerm world, into
Europe, and it was through that door at Philippi
that the Gospel came to us, and into these
Western nations. So that, so far as this world
is concerned with the Gaspel, Philippii was of
great strategic value. Yow are not surprised,
therefore, that the opening of that door,
the passiﬁg through it, and the establishing of
the Testimony on the oﬂh&sﬂbdﬁ, wesffsaghit
with terrific confliitt; a conflict in which it seenedi
that all the cosmic and universsl foraes lssasme

engagedi
The Divine Mind and our Sanctified Common
Sense,

Glame through chapter xvi. with that
ghtmmmdandl you will be impressed with
orces which were active in relation to the

being established in Philippii. You
be with—we will not a conflict—but a
rence between a sanctified human
judgment, and the revealed will of God. That
is whefe things commenced. You find that
Paiil ahd his eompanions, Silas, Tinethy and
Liule, were meving in a eeriain direstion, and
their ewh minds were undeubtedly \werld
w&h eertainReldisef labeur th view, Thﬁf‘ﬁmul

B ﬁmﬁ%" ag
&(6@&% 9 ﬁ

Eila

Hea ! ?ﬁ

aeﬂsn z

déé
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mean by that that all their powers are on the
Lord’s side, mind, heart and will, spirit, soul and
body. Thereisnoquestion about that. They are
wholly consecrated men. There is no working
for themselves ; there are no ambitions of their
own ; they have no personal enterprises and
interests to realise ; they are wholly out for God,
and in that devotion to the Lord, and in that
full consecration of their entire being, they
contemplate certain things, they assay to
move in certain directions. Then even so
they come up against something else, which
transcends even a consecrated human judgment,
and they are forbidden to preach the Word in
Asig, and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not

to go into Bithynia, That is something to
th.ini about ! o

You see you have laid down a law, estab-
lished a principle, right at the outset, by which
the fulness of Christ is to be realised. I believe
that that is a basic law to this very thing which
we have in view, the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ. We have no wish to stay with that
very long ; we mention it ar something to take
account of. We hear people reason that way
in these days. Well, use your sanctified
common sense ! they say, as though that were
the last word in direction. Bnt here it is clearly
revealed that there is something which tran-
scends sanctified common sense. There is a
revealed will of God which is other than the
very best consecrated human judgment.

So often a position like this arises, and we
assay to proceed along lines which are
commended to us;by our very devotion to
the Lord. We are all out for the Lord ; we are
consecrated to the Lord ; we are quite sure that
we are not actuatqd by personal ambitions, and
it is not that we have plans of our own that we
are trying to out, but we really are for the
Lord ; and because of that we would allow our
own activities of midd, and heart, and will, in
the interests of the Lord, to dictate our course,
to create our policy, and we would think that
zeal for the Lord, devotion to the Lord, heart
consecration to the Lord warrants our doing
anything that comes into our mind for the Lord.
Even 8o we often live to discover that that is
not the most fruitful way, that even that zeal
for the Lord may mean that the fruit is much
less than it ought to have been.

The Things which Ditfer.

We are eceking, by the enablement of the
Lord, to keep very close to the text of the letter

»

to the Philippians, and in that chapter it seems
that (although we do not suggest that this
relationship was in the mind of the Apostle) in
the mind of the Holy Spirit there is an under.
lying relationship between what we have just
mentioned a8 a principle and that word of the
Apostle to the Philippians : “ That you may be
able to discriminate between the things which
are excellent.”” The Apostle is saying that it is
not a matter of discrimination between right and
wrong, good and bad. That is not what is in
view at all. He is speaking in the exceliencies.
There is a very high level here. He speaks
about the excellency of the knowledge. The
word really is ‘‘super-eminence.” There may
be very eminent thi
Christian life, but Paul is after the super-
eminence, the transcendence, the excellenvy of
the knowledge of Christ, something above the
average. And so he says to them, not that
they may be able to discern, judge, discriminate
between good and bad, right and wrong, the
things which are of the Lord and the things
which are not of the Lord, but that they may
be able to discriminate between good things
and better things, or the best things and the
things which do not just reach the best, but
which are superior. It is good to be whole-
heartedly devoted to the Lord, thoroughly
consecrated to the Lord. It is very good to
have consecrated spirit, soul and body, mind,
heart and will, and all your powers to the Lord.
But there is something above that, and the
sumething above that is that the Holy Spirit
may be even better than our very best con-
secrated and sanctified judgment. The Holy
Spirit may even go one beyond our most
ardent devotion to the Lord and swing us in
the opposite direction from that in which our
devotion would take us. We are not to make
our coneecration to the Lord, and the fact that
we ane out for the Lord, the goverming factor
in the planning of our life, in the arranging of
our course.

Every Need is not a Call.

The Lord’s servants thought of preaching
the Word in Asia. Very good! Ephesus, for
instance, needed the Gospel, and was a great
field of opportunity. Yes, in Asia there was &
great field, and perhaps, prompted by a sense
of the need in that direction, and a desire that
Christ should be fully known there, they felt
for the moment that was the thing to do.
Then, being forbidden in that direction they

8

in Christ and in the .
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turned to Bithynia. Bithynia needed the
Wordi; Bithynia needed the Lord ; surely the
situation in Bithynia constituted a call. No!
not every need constitutes a call. A 1Ay
of the Lord's servants think that because there
is a need ihat is a call. Bithynia will have
whet it needs in the Lerd's time, so will
Asia, but just at the mement the Lerd has
other things, and if you ruw 6ff to Asia or 6
Bithynia out of the Lerd’s time yeu will find
that yaw miss the Lerd's transeendent b@@t
a{ be 16§€ thefe, tize
b@ 16§£ ﬂl@f@, Eh@ erd’s be 4

The miﬂg gh 66mes in uﬁ€6 th { Yramscen-
dent fuldess ef Christ is that there st be

semething even mere than auf devam to the
Lefai; there miust be an abselute g@v
msemsed

g AN %’f’%ﬁéﬁgg
pus aside all eur mest deveted aﬁe
reasenings and desires fer the Lord’ a%

aﬁeﬁhsf eeufﬁs The er mte

ﬁa,ise
) she 389591{4%%%?@% &ﬁ y o

That is how Phnhn[;ﬁ: came in. It is wonderful
to see Phili g in in that way. They
owed everyt mg and Europe owed everything
of the Gospel to the fact that here were men whe
were passionately deveted to the Lerd, and
were willing te subject their judgemeﬂt 0
the Spirit of Jesus.

Do want to know the excellency of
Christ ? You will have to come one step further
than consecrated common sense. Whatt is
that? The absolute Lordship of Christ to
dictate everything, even if that means contra-
dicting your best andl most sanctified human
ju .

The whole thing commenced there for
Philippi and for Europe. It commenced
with, not a conflict, because there was no
conflict, there was fie battle over it, but

a "eﬁ_aﬂdass?caaae_@faaiﬂ‘efm.
Very often it is a cenfliet with seme people.
We have knewn of a real baitle goifg en
between this eensecrated eammea sense, thHis
sanetified human judgment, and the dietates
of the Hely Spirit. Very eften ﬁl@[-@ is a
beftle 6n that greuhd, but in this ease there
was ﬁe battle.” The faet of the difference
is mad {vsleaf, and everything fer
PhilipFi and the werld, 56 far as the

is coneerned, had its Fise in the establish-

moxst devotid dydgigent iat de tohatvadulbedbsdhee the

Lord's internestianasdst.

After all, that is only a negative side ; but
when that is settled you have opened the way
for something else. Yow make a ive

et possible. I am quite sure that there
wilbeagremtdealofarrestastotbepmﬂve
side of the Lord’s purpose until this matter
is once and for all settled.

The Clelt-Stick Test.

The next thing you see, having cleared up
all that and having completely obeyed the Lord,
is that you must remember there was a gap
(even if there were only a gap of hours) between
what we have called the negative and the
tive. Put yourself into the positim of these four
men, been forbidden to the Word
in Asia. They might have said, very well, we only
meant it for the Lord, we were out for the
Lord’s Interests, our hearts were set upen the
Lord having all that He could have in Asis,
but the Lerd does not want if. Wbsltis

F reaetion to that ? I was aflame for the

fd, to be used of Him for His glory in a
sertain direstion, and the Lord sl shut the
deer in fy face. Yeu ean take lifes iA
me ES§8H66 ef a_gituatien like that. Yeu

il, evidently the Lerd dees fiet
e %BSF@ Better give it all
ap; i£ i8 uﬁe sleaf that the Lord dees net

gervies ! @ig@ 6an say : Evitnil
nas got seméthing else ; 1 will wai
Iaf tihe Lord !

These men swung in another direction to
see if that was the way, and a similar thing
happened. It was a two-fold setback to de-
votion, to zeal.

While that state of negation lasts it is a

ity. With some it lasts a ‘time.

But tho?y accepted it; they knew it was the
Spirit of Jesus Who was at work, holding them
up. They knew quite well that this was the
Lord, and that the Lord would justify Humself
it el off I shillires):” adl ke

Plexdty, the ted the
aﬁuaﬁea%?ef@e@ aﬂd Y dg e

and give it u aiﬂta%gdﬁgi pﬁvﬁ
aitwaae Fait rd had sehethi

else, and while they held en - definitely th
Lord was fet setting them aside, He was enl

mem; of that truth of Chwist Qwlabbe\Viidbeshesturning them in mere fruitful dlfééﬁ@ﬁéy
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They held on in faith. They opened the way
for the positive side.

Then a vision ap unto Paul, and he
saw & man of Macedonia, and he heard that
man say: “ Come over into Macedonia and
help us.” It had seemed that Asia was
saying : Come over into Asia and help us!
1t seemed that Bithynia had been crying in
the same way, but it proved not to be so.
That was their own conclusion about the
situation. But here a man of Macedonia cried,
and so they took their course in the direction
of Macedonia assuredly gathering that God
had called them to preach the Word there.
Then the course of the journey is given to us.

Universal Forces in Motion.

Now you see the forces at work. You have
the forces which could be conflicting forces,
even in the consecrated natural man, and the
government of the Holy Spirit. But here, in
the first {pla.ce, you have the absolute Sover-
eignty of the Spirit of Jesus. And then
another force, a vision appeared anto Paul.
Heaven is coming in through the Sovereignty
of the Holy Spirit in life. How true to principle
this is in the Word of God. Jesus coming up
out of the water and praying, the heavens,
were opened to Him, the Spirit lighted upon
Him, the heavenly voice was heard. The
heavens come in through the Spirit into a life
which is utferly under the heavenly govern-
ment. The vision—that is heaven! Bvt
you never get a situation like that for long
before hell makes; itself manifest. Just as
in the case of the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of
heaven coming in the wilderness and the devil
soon following, so here Satan comes into view
next, and we have, various forms in which he
works. We simply mention them and paass
on.

There is this r girl, this slave of the
temple, possessetfo‘l))y an evil spirit, under
the domination of the devil ; and a very subtle
move of the devil, patronising the servants
of God. We can always afford to be sus-
picious when the devil patronises the servants
of God, and the Gospel, and allies himself to
the things of the Lord. She cried: * These
men are the servants of the Most High God,
which proclaim unto you the way of salvation.”
This she did for many days. Then there is
the action of the Apostle, touching the most
sensitive point in civilisation, & man’s pocket,
‘and the uprising of the powers that be on this

10

earth. You see the different instrumentalities
and methods of the enemy. The end of that
phase was that Paul and Silas were in the
dungeon, in the prison.

Mark the movement. The human spirit sub.-
jected to the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit
taking charge on that ground, bringing into
what is positive of the Lord’s will, a heavenly
vision ; the forces of evil and darkness rising
up to counter that, using all means available,
men and women governed by the enemy as
instruments of his; then in the inner prison.
The next thing you know of is an earthquake.
Oh ! how many forces there are at work! It
seems that the very universe is in a state of
activity ; heaven, earth and hell are bound
up with this issue ; God, men and devils.

It is always like that when God has a great
door in view. Heaven is taking a lively
interest in the whole thing. The necessity,
when great Divine issues are at stake, is for
man to be absolutely under the government
of the Holy Spirit, and not following his own
mind, even though that mind be for the Lord.
The enemy rises up from -beneath, and earth
becomes involved. All the forces of the
universe are found active when a door like
this is the issue.

The Significance o! Prayaer.

What is the point that we are seeking to
reach at this moment ? The point is this, that
there is seen to be here something which is
God’s way of realising His end, and which
touches these factors and features of the
situation. It touches heaven ; it changes man ;
it upheaves the situation as it is; and it pro-
vokes hell. What is it ? If you look closely
you will see that it is prayer. Three times in
Chapter xvi. you have a reference to their
praying. They arrive in Philippi, and they
are wondering why the Lord has so strangely
brought them there, and you are told that
the very first activity is that they went out on
the Sabbath day by the river, supposing
that there was a place for prayer. They
have a purpose in mind, and that purpose is
prayer, and they are seeking to put that pur-
pose into operation, to find a place for prayer.
Prayer is their objective. You may say that
prayer is the basis of everything here. So
prayer comes in as the first thing in their
activity in relation to this t, strategic
door, and they go down by the river, which
was & mile away from the city, to get to prayer,

P A ;-".._.
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Qthers evidently resorted thither on the
Sabbeth day, for certzim wemen were found
there, and these servamts of the Lord spoke
unto them the Word of the Lord. It seems,
fromthiedda gge;hlaathlayw.ﬁltppkkethleewudd
of the Lord, Paul was the chief speakerr;
and the Lord opened their hearts to give
heed unto the things which were spoken by the
&p@ﬂe We are not following up the course

things into the house of Lydia, and so on,
hntw&ra&w;note is th%tbeﬁrﬂtmvemmt
wes ough prayer. ayer was opening
a door into & Cuntiientt through humam hearts.
Their hearts were opened, and Lydia welcomed
them to her house. They received the Word,
and she and they of her house were bapnsed
The Testimonmy has started.

The man of Mecedomia turned out to be a
WOIaN.

The next thing you read is that as #hegy

weee ggoig Jdogpegye rthlids woanaan withh
the spirit of Python fo them. The
knows when you are geing to [pa.

He s knows when you are g dﬂ%ﬁ@ pfﬁﬁf,

and if he ean he will divert yo

now the sublilly ef the eﬁemy's wefls te

g&tf@ﬂiﬁe them, to popularise t‘heif fmﬂi@c
make pfayef uﬁﬂesesﬁaﬁ | Gél

l@§8§ i£§ ﬂs&@éﬁg
ﬁs BF, ﬂ;s ieres

%,WHGﬂ%BGESiSSHSSSﬁE;W&GB %

i5 0 PF You! Jaevef g}/@
&’m

desperately when t
Mﬂg Seo the eﬁemy weuld 661e al v%
this wemah, and it seems that £Ris is wende
If the natural judgient takes it en, ﬁ
leclks as th this very persen i§ ah £ 48
the t almest appears that Ged has
sent aleng this as a great influence
in this eity amaﬁ gt gopls; to pave the way
for the ret that have turned
them away prayer? That was a subtle
move, and vefy slev&r, just like th

** A they Wwe¥ aes of @f” s'
He kﬂew WH% th € ﬁ{gdh
£ § eisVSf {2’ ﬁé‘im
aﬂd 1£ i§ 9 Egﬁ %E ggw%ﬂ{i it aaggg
F ef; Eﬂuﬁ 9%&956 i’é

f.heif- elese walk with

disclesed tthe Feal ﬂatufe

it was net of

This was net seme DiVi e fasmiaﬂﬁ
progress of the
subtlety deeply

the
G?a, his was a Sa‘uza.ﬁie
laid in terms whieh Jloeled

like being an to the Gmpd Prayer is

un the enemy's deep sulbitleties.

ayer initiated this matter in Philippi, and
% is continuing it.

e know what happened over the girl,
and the demon, and the uproar, and the prison,
the stripes, the chaims, the dungeon. Then
at midnight they prayell and san _ppraises,
Prayer is going on to consummate this thing,
as it has initiated and continued it; and
does consummate it, because it was in that
fimell praying and praising that the issue was
settled. Suddenmly heaven came in
and there was an e The rest the
story is familiar, the jailor and his, believed
and were sed. The Test!mony is estab-

lished, the history of the Philippisan Church is
commenced

Now we have said two things. Firstly, if
the Phili something very pre-

cious to the Lord, and if Paul’s attitude toward
ever them this spiFi
which
all § eia 8 of the uﬁivefseagem‘?ir@um
= g{z

them is a veflestion of the Lerd's sttitude
Whdation eF life
§ pray by hich
upaﬂ
Bt § i@ﬂ@
€ E
e %ﬁ@?{

of dull condiition
has a8 its
i66ue.
¥ B*sgee

aﬁs
6 A6t
tnai

ngﬁm SV

& g&s § ﬂﬂt&iﬁ@d@l@&f
E?"s l; “ 95%&“%%{ %Eésgeu d
HESS ; §sek£e

ﬁ, ' aﬂ : the
igfﬁfﬁﬁ%i iﬁi%ﬂlﬂm
’éh%if in i

The Holy Spirit makes no mistake. When
He speaks of theif gg ayer life three times in one
chapter you m sure that that stands for
somet| that ex&laiﬁs a grest deal, and it
was as the y prayer that hell rose up
and sought to destroy the- to put them com-
pletely out of action, to gt them into a place
where they would never be heard again, right
out of the way in that dungeon. And have we
not found that the enemy has tried to put us
into a dungeon like that when we have pur-
posed to pray. Is it not in relation to our
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prayer life that the enemy seeks to force us into
some dark, dead place ? Yes, itis! We know
a lot abourtthat but let us remember that it is
upon this matter that the great strategic
opportunities and purposes of God hang.

Here is a Conttimentt touched by this prayer
life in Acts xvi. The apemn%gfu the door into a
new world with the Gospel is bound up with this
praying, this pu of prayer, and it is
always like that. You have to battle through
into every new sphere, into every new bit of
territory, by mlghty pmyer and if the enemy
can thwart, baffl c?é%ph that prayer,
gle hgs got that door el or maintained

ose

We have to face this thing in a new way.

of us are conscious of the truth of that
which we have been saying, and that there are
big issues for the Lord yet in His interests in
this world hanglng upon the p-ayer life of His
people, and the enemy is out against that
prayer life, because of those issues. Qi that
the Lord would lay it upon our hearts that
not only (and by thle we do not belittle the
matter] in getting an entrance for the Gospel,
but in peoletotbefulnessofﬁhnst
the that excellency of the kmowledge
of thst esus, there will be a mighty wi
standing, and there will be a call for tremendous
ggrpose and persistence in prayer There may
a point reached where it that the
enemy has scored and we are in the dungeon,
but we shall have to refuse defeat, and even
though we feel that the enemy has, for the time
being, shut us up andi cut us off, faith there nust
lay hold of the Lord and stand for the final
accomplishment of that which i8 iwn Hiis hesartt.

The Battle over Saints.

I am that in our day there is just
as big a battle being fought the enemy
t the saints coming to the full kﬂowledqe
GHM @5 ever there was 5@69

aefﬁiﬁ te any khewl
there ave Bﬂg’a%@; lé?%ﬁ%he éhem

forth ower e
eeftaiﬂ tte . e {8 deiﬁ same Wﬂa
intense activity as ainst the ave F
the eem iﬂia

l. "1t seems that 8 ﬁ@ E
bis hands too in this fsa uses iE
well;: and he will use agaiﬁﬂ E 8 best
u Oln we are seved, we 8 %f
that our sins are iafgiv WS QW at oufF
standing with Ged is ai &t mhers
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need we ? Lett us get onvmhthemkof
leading others to know Christ in the same wey!™
And that is only a quiet way of aside
the great reslmms of that fulness of Christ of
which the Apostle speaks here.
Here is a man at least sixty years of m%e
after thirty years of the most intense
Chriist, saying that more than ever in his
history it was his passion to know Clwiis, the
excellencies, the super-eminence of Chriist Jesus
his Lord. Paul would not have agreed with
people who said, It is good enough to be saved ;
do not let us worry about hing else, but
et to business to see others sawedi! There
8 infinitely n beyond being saved in that
initial sense, and it seems that the enemy does
use the geval (ifitidsggoddtto bae saved)) apaiinBt
the best. Aﬂdi 80 the Apostle is saying: That
you be able to discrimimwie between the
things that differ. It be an excellent
thing to be saved, and it is there is a
emirience, and the eﬁemy is t that sup:
eminence of Chirist, that excellency, that which
really excels all the excellencies. He is against
that, and there is a preat battle, and those of
us to whorn the Lord would commit the Eﬁiﬁii—
of leading, net enly seuls te the knewl
5 salvation bt Hi§ ou gaved ones inis ¢
tei{ o g that me devil

T ﬁ.%?ﬁsagi?&fﬁm

o
to one another, oh,

As we say these thin
we know them very well, but we shall have to
see to it that everything 'is founded upon that.
Where did it all n? Well, of course, it
began in the ete eouﬂeilsofGo@l,iﬂthe
sovereign acts of God, burtttiveciistiive sttt sitic.

Even the eternal councils and the soverel

more

~§

acts of God are dependent upen ouf prayer
your werk 6@141& ﬁa‘s: alitomatically
igaeﬂﬂg
himents of His »
how
much more is it necessary for us.
strategic value of prayer. Remember that

If you were an Apéstle Paul, elected, chosen fbg
Clil
i F
prayer. And eveﬁ %e@liﬁlﬁt pugg@ findis the
ve
plirpose requiriyg nights of pfayef
The em hasis, then, is the cosmic impect of
prayer, the universel power of prayer, the
tremendous issues hang upon faithfulness in
prayer.
T- A"S:



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 13 - Searchable

The Eyes of His Glory

(Conttivnad().)

Reapives : Ezekiel i. 25-28.
Numbers xiii, 26-38 ; xiw. 1:2:4
II Corimthians iv. 18-18.

Mutithew xi. 12,

IT has been remawkedl earlier that God’s
qilest is for a people in fellowship with His
glory, through whom the essential chawmcter of
that glory is revealed. The vision of Ezekiel

ives us the components of the glory, and
%m and Aaron constitute, generally speaking,
typical witnesses fulfilling Gods purpose in
relation to it. The appearance of the glory
of the Lord—** The eyes of His glory ''—again
and again to the childrem of Israel was God's
attestation of His witnesses.

In the incident recorded in the portion of the
book of Numbers now before us we have a
further instance of this. At the ciisis of the
experience, when things were a&pafaitly
reaching an impasse, were upen the peint,

speaking, of revelutien, when some-
thing femge must happen, then these hely
eyves made themselves evident, as if Gedl were
saying : Here are you down here debating this
matter, but refember I am an AudHor of youF
words and a Speectator of what is goihg en,
and 1 am stepping into this seede to it
And 56 i the teHth verse we Feadl:

“ Batt &l the ion lngdle stiowe thermn
with stones. And the glogI of the Lord
appeared in the tent of g unto all the
children of Israel.”

Fear, the Child of Unbelief

Here we have the people of God missing the
way of the Lord through fear. Had there been
nothing to be afraid of they would have gone
c on, as they had been delng for some
months, but here fear enters upon the scene
to rob them of their inheritance. But that
fear has a backgronmdl. It did not 88
every man. It .did not and
Joshua, nor Mioses and Aaron. It sprang fiicann
a csuse, amdl s0 it is not merely the fact

of the fear that we need to be occupied, but
with the cause from which that fear sprang.

We could have sympathy with men who were
lacking in natural courage, but if we analyse
the reason for that lack and find that it was in
effect rank unbelief in Godl, then we lose our
sympathy with them. Godl has left Himself
not without witness, and if fear springs firom
unbelief, then that fear is culpable and must not
be condoned, however much our natural mind
might desire to be sympathetic.

From what did their fear spring ? It sprang
firstt of all from the fact of their noting the
natural elememts presmtt; from looking only
at the things seen, and from leaving out of
account altogether the things not seen. Then,
as a part of that, it sprang fromn the fact of
their the things seen by the standard
of what they themselves were. It is quite
clear. If they had found the the
land were little dwaifs, without any strength,
they would have said : We can deal with them.
They themselves were the standardl of their

natural judgments.
All inclusiively, of course, the ground of their
fear was that they left the Lord entirely out
of account. That embraces everything. Using
New Testament language, we may sag that they
ignored the victory of Calvary. If they had
stood in the value and [ meaning of
that vietory they would have known no fear,
they would have through. And that is
gale what the other men did. Joshua and
Caleb, and Aaren, did stand by faith
in the faet of the aseendenecy of the Lerd ever
all the pewer of the enemy, and that was the
reasen why they were men without fear.

Here you get to the heart of the story.
Four men, against a multitude, stand in the
spiritual meaning of the victory of Calvary,
and those eyes of glory makes theniselves
immedistely visible, as if to sa&y: I am bearing
witness to the position of these four men.

We do not need to go any further by way of
reaching our conclusion, and cam that, as
illustrated in this case, a feature of the glory
of the Lord revealed in His people is that that

e stand in the value of the victory of
ary.
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Marks of Glory
(1) Faith in the Mam on the Throne

That at once brings us to Ezekiellls wiimm—
a Thrame in heaven, and a MEm upon it. Is
not that the victory of levary ? Ouar Lord

Jesus Christ has gone up on high, having
stripped off p i andl , and is
seated at the right hand of the ‘on high.

You come very near to the heart of the glory
here. Four on earth stand for the mean-
ing of that victory, and the %n es of the glory
shine out before the congregas
am with these men ; I identify with
who stand in this position.

There are other elememts in the story which
are worth noting, but that is the central thimg).
It carvies with it at once this implication—
that for the experiencing of the victory of
Calvary it is imperative that we do not take
account of the gs that are seen, as cof-
stituting the final greund of judgment. It is
while we leek at the things net seeﬂ that there
works the eternal weight of gler The w@wfy

Calvary enly besomes s
as we have uttefl set asid ag? m@ug that
what we . are i8 6 standard

1t mvelves tms; that all that we are nas besn
9u€ the wagy ; éﬁ@ig?f standardl of power
3 Ziem
- taFs
% iﬁ mi gﬂ?;%ﬂu we 8 ever
i e Ly i
SVS ﬁﬂ He %ﬂ% ‘618 8
b, Y f@ g i
1 &? & & %BH
O Sheé again tHeh
3 &8 Oveliai
s VGioHY 8
%gﬁ X
H Sélky
That sometlmes demands a very real measure

of faith, a very great experience in the heart
of the fact that the Lord is on the Throne.
The very exhibition in practice of that faith,
the faith that upon the Throme is One greater
all the power of the Enemy, and because
of that victory to abide in rest and in assamanss,
is to reveal the glory of the Lord.
Do we pray that the Lord may be glorifiled
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inus? Theanswertothatpwerwlmﬁmﬁhdd
ourselves set down very quickly in the midst
of forces which are overwhelmingly too great
for us to face ; or to be set in a line of advance
and told by the Lord : Now that is your coutse,
go ahead. And you find giants, and lions, and
every kind of wild thing in the way. To
pray that the Lord may be glorified in us may
be the short cut to fimding ourselves in em-
barrassing circunmstanees. But it is the Lord's
occasion now to tglcafii‘y Himselff by us, and He
says: Now in gfecenee of your enemies
count on the fact MlyﬁdfasVietorinthe
Throne, your unilon with Me tlm:;%h

of those Beavenly forces and resounaas aree
Miie on your behalf and in quietness and
confidence go Horward.

It is not a light thing to pray that the Lord
may be glorified through us. Gih! how it
is to His glory when He findis a man or a
woman or a people whom He dares to put in the

ce of impossible - circuiistances, and to
e confidence that, by reason of their union
\mh Him and the kﬂewledge of the vietory
of His Cress, they will go steadily on without
being held up by fear. If the Lord sets us
in a patbway which has giants and lions and
other i obstacles in it, it is not His
that we should be defeated by them,

that we should overcome them.

(2) Zeal to Gain Christ
Here the whole of Israel except four men
took a lower level, and you see what the

consequence was, T lest the imheritance.
Se there is br ifite view in this inecldent
very pr the inheritance, that into

which Gedl is seeking to biing us, The book
Sovabiss o1 g of 1 Bnertane, e
8 rev e prineiple
they semeepta Meses and p=
fathef died in the wilderhess . eﬂd he bad
ne sen . . . Giveuﬂteusapa among
the brethren of our father.” The Lord was
well pleased, and gave them their f
There was a zeal fof the inheritance,
their hearis they desired to Zeal for

the in which is Christ, is something
that the Lord looks upon with favour,
and delights tremendously in. 8o here,

amongst other thin mg , you have the gquestion
efthe inheritance, of entering in. It seems tthatt
there i1s terrible condemnation against these
people when they use the language that they do.
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These people that are called to possess a land
into which twelve of them have moved for forty
days—the Biblical period of full testing—so
that they know its treasures as well as its
difficulties, and as to the pr of whieh
they have just borne thelr testimnony, say in
the next breath : *’ Let us make a eéaptain, and
let us return inte Egypt.™ De you net think
it betrays an utter absence of any real passion
to possess that good thing that the Lord has
set before them ¥ Do you see the su on ¥
There is One on the Throne feom
heaven and they say : ' Lef us make a captain
...... " Ignore the Hisewarlly Greim the Thores,
dispense with the inheritance, and go back to
the place from whence we came! Oln! the
utter failure to see the value of the inheritance
into which they are calledl! No wonder the
Lord’s words ate het against them. He says :
" Hiow l@ﬂg will this
The werd ** despise "’ was used of aﬂeihef paan
who did fiet eare for whed Godl pul i hits wy—
* 86 Esatl gespised his bithyigHit TH@f@iﬁ&-
faﬂufe to have the heart §8£ H g

geed laﬁd iﬁt@ wmeta m@ L i
them d

%he afe a

upaﬂ ﬁ',

i%. 1 '1"1181‘8 BfS g 8
%)hg g?h é “l l%
eeﬁdam,wnaﬂ% t tha &9

seﬂia, and here is a ege Wiiei in the

of suéh, §ay ¥ Leg alse a 68

U Feburi inte Egypl” No WeRHeF éﬂe Le

says that as they 88 little value the wheritanes

they shalll fiet enter inte it.

It brmgs us to Paul and the i
letter : **...... that I may know him......” On
what terms ? ““1 count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord.” Paul’s quest was to inherit the
land. The cost of that inheritance was the
abandonment of everything that waB his by
nature, however good and fair it was—his
natural abilities and aceomplishments, the
result of his natural endowments, and the
result of his hard werk by which the natural
endowments had been enlarged. He says:
All that I eount as refuse that I may inherit the
Land—gain Cliwiitt!

Do we see one of the things that comstitutes
glory for the Lord in us ? It is that there is
ound in us that which yearns to possess Christ
m His fulness, and that says: In order to do

BE
ﬁeﬂs\ ’dﬂe Begiﬁﬂm

W& §
S{iiﬁi‘@ﬁ é

despise e ¥

that, let everything else be counted as refuse,
but, "oh ! I must know Chwiiti! There is glory
for the Lord in this. That does not necessarily
fieed to be t of in very high terms of
spiritual endeavour. If in the heart of the
least ehild of Ged there is the ery: Oh! that I
may kknew Him ! and the whole ife s directed
%mat pu ese, if that is the end toward
ieh eve g in life is set, and in the pur-
suit of which thefe is a shedding of everything
else, herein is glery. The world looking on may
despise us for ouf folly, as in the case of the
wethan whe bfeu H@F alabaster box of oint-
Sﬁha?dpgbefm i at the Lord’s ieat, but when
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sess Christ, .
(8) Desire for the fulness of Christ in all His
Members .
But here a point must be observed, which
alsa is beautifully illustrated by Mioses in the
tory before us, and to which the eyes of the
glafy fiay surely be said to have given their
attestation. The Lord said to Moses : ** I will
Eiive this people with the pestilence, and dis-
inferit therm, and will make of thee a mation
g@@i@i‘ and mightier than they.” But Moses
fiet coneerned fherely for his own jpersonal
enjoyment of the inheritance—his concern
was that all the Lord’s people might enter in,
and 5o He sweeps aside the offer of personal
advaneerenit and intercedes for the peml;
There is espesial glery for the Lord in
His purpese is many sons to glory
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with Himself, and a true passion for Him in our
hearts must inevitably mean fellowship with
Him in His purpose for the whole company of
His people, and thus express itself in a longing
that all His own might know Him in His
‘fulness. And so we find the man who wrote :
“That I may know Him,” also writing:
* Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and fill up on my part that which is lacking of
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his
body’s sake, which is the church....that we
may present every man perfect in Christ;
whereunto I labour....” Beloved, when your
heart is crying out to God in intercession that
His people may be brought into the fulness of
their inheritance in Christ the glory of the Lord
ish being revealed, for is rlxlot t%.is lon your P“’ﬁ't
‘the giving expression to the very longing in the
hearh v ofm% P gmg

od Himself ¢t .
Listen again to Moses: “ ....would God that
all .the Lord's people were prophets....”

Here is & man who longs that all that God has
for any might be enjoyed by all. It is that

ind of passion for the inheritance that su-
premely glorifies Him. And the individual
will not be overlooked by the Lord in the more
general company. For after dealing with the
principle of all inheriting, then the Lord says:
* ....my servant Caleb....him will I bring
into the land....” (Numbers xiv. 24). The
Lord puts first the ﬁ;eater thing, the principle
of a desire for all His people to come to the
‘fulness of Christ, and then He says: Here is
one man who was faithful ; he shall arrive at
that fulness. s

Possession of Christ Realised through Conflict

In the foregoing, we have dwelt upon two
principal elements—first, the testimony to
Calvary’s victory, and secondly, the zeal for the
fulness of Christ. These two are brought
together .in & phrase in Matthew xi. 12:
“ ....men of violence....” Here is an em-
phasis which has to be renewed for us again and
.again—that though our hearts may be, by His
grace, set passionately upon possessing Him,
'we are not going to arrive at that simply by a
process of sighing and yearning and hoping and
wishing. ' The Lord wants His people to know
in experimental reality the meaning of the
victory of Calvary over the powers that hold the
land. Therefore, the zeal for the inheritance
must be accompanied by a spirit that wars a
triumphant warfare over the power of the
enemy. It was just there that the children of

L

'Israel broke down. They saw the people who

held the land and shrank back in terror. They
were not sufficiently set on the end to be
attained, and the Lord says of them: ‘* How
long will they not believe in me for all the signs
which I have wrought among them ?” God
holds people responsible for the light He has
given them. He requires an account of our
actions in the light of what He has revealed to
us. These people had been living in daily
experience of divine miracles, so that they ought
to have come by this time to see that nothing is
too hard for the Lord, but here in the presence
of a different kind of difficulty the Lord meant
nothing to them—they had learned nothing.
It is just as the Lord said to His disciples :
“ Do ye not yet understand ? ” These people
had not learned their lesson. God has in-
dicated to us the fact that by His Cross He
stripped off principalities and powers, making
a show of them openly. He has caused us to
know that upon the Throne sits a Man Who has
overcome. t us emphasise the fact that it is
not God as God upon the Throne in Ezekiel's
vision ; it is a Man. That fact for us guarantees
the possibility of our arriving there too. If it
were God there as God, what guarantee for us ?
But it is our Representative there, and that
shows the place God has in His thought for ua.
God holds us chargeable for that truth, and
requires that our possession now of the fulness
of Christ, our coming into the good of things,
shall be by the exercise of that truth in-our
experience. Hence what the Lord is saying
is this, that if we would possess the inheritance
we have to fight a holy warfare. j
What glorifies the Lord in a people ? The
Lord is glorified in a people here on earth when
they, in their spiritual warfare against prin-
cipalities and powers, take the kingdom by
force. When they meet, in His triumphant
Name, the powers that are in the way of their
progress, when they dare to stand in the Name
of Christ Who is on the Throne, and claim the
victory through His Name. In order that we
may be exercised in the matter, the Lord sets
us in places where there are enemies, and allows
us to meet principalities and powers. He
shows us something of them in advanoce,
lets us see that along such a way there is %?ing
to be battle. What is our reaction ? Shall we
turn back and seek an easier path ? No other
pathway will lead to the fulness of Christ. -
You who are called to the foreign field of
gervice, do not expect to get through without
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conflict. Yow know that out there, as well as
for those who stay at home, there are going to
be increasingly s forces of enmity
ranged against us, and we have to take the
ngdom by force. We shsll never it'
in any other w 1t is the Lerd’s good pl!
to give us the ingdam, buit this is the pfa@tiaal
word for us: . . . men of violence take it
by forece.” God is golng to reguire of us a
faithful discharge of the truth that we have
received. He will eall us into the warfare,
and give us the privilege of triumphing in His
ctory.

Now for us to say we are having a peculiarly
difficult time,, our way seems to be Feculiarly
hedged about with | antagonism
not mtroduetle in '111‘% ei thgught t a; wE ﬂléé a
martyrpeee at is the way the Lerd is

goin gﬁn@ us inte fulﬁe?é The very
ct is causing us te inherit Chyist, is eausm%
us to possess fhe Land. Every new phase 6
vietery that we experiefice is a Hew pessess
of the Lerd, and it is that that is gl

Him, Se that we shall fet b8 sk %He
fiery trials evertale us. ?eﬁef § % at
are te “ think it HSE &mﬁes fﬂ!ﬂ E
ﬁ@@/ tﬂ%g% : g6
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“ My goal is Godl Himself, not joy, nor peace,
Nor even blessing, but Himself, mﬂuﬁ
Tis His to lead me there, not min His—
At cost, dear Lord, by any roadl! ”’
When that is uttered out of the heart, when the
Lord finds a man whose true testimony that is,
then in him God is being glorified.

That is the seed bed of faith. A man who
is thus minded says : By any road! Hereis a
yery difficult road, a road beset by enemies,
but the passionate desire for the goal will hold
him stedfast in the way. It is the mem who
jacks the yearning to know Hinm thett willl essilly

e @ég

be turned aside. Along that road the Man
Christ Jesus has alreadly gone before, and at
every point has overcome for us. We have
not to climb up ; we are to be brought through
in the train of His triumph. Every enemy has
been met ; every foe has been overcome ; there
remains nothmg that has not been put paI:e
tially beneath His feet, and there remains
nothing in this universe that is able to over-
come the least childl of Gadl who has taken the
hand of the Lord and ssiiti: Lord, brimg me
through to the place where Thou artt. in vnrtue
of the Blood  which Thou hast alreadly tak
through in victory. There is grest glory to the
Lord in a quiet, confident walk in a day of
adversity, a day of dremdi, when things about
us are shaldmg and trembling.

The Clmncin’s Mimistry—it» Witness to the
Enthroned Churist

There is a little touch in John's Gospel that

is a reflection upon this:
John vi. 25-26.

“And when they found him on the other
Bide of the sea, they said unto himn, Rabbi,
when eanmest thou hither? Jesus answered
them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Ye seek me not because ye saw si
because ye ate of the loaves and were lbeﬂ”

What was the Lord’s disappointment with
those people ? had something that had
filledl them, and they wanted more. It was
not that they had seen through to some con-
ception of His true nature and ,
and had come after Him. No! the had
eaten of the loaves and were filled, and
they weuld go and get some more of that eh
wetlld give them some present satisfaction.
It was seme thing they wanted, net Himself.
And so He gees on to sayy:

“Work not for the meat which perisheth,
but for the meat which abideth unto eternal
life, which the Son of man shall give unto you ;
for him the Father, even Geadl, hath sealed.”

And then there is this interesting word in
verses 28-29 :

* They ssidl therefore wnto hinn, Wikett noost
we do that we may work the works of Godi;
Jesus answered said unto themm: - This is
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom
heshath wor:lsl They ly i

tran are utter!
hens:bleg:o the one who is not initiated into the
gecret of them. “ his i tthe work of God t *
What is ¢ To believe! To believe on Chrigt,
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the Sent One of God. But let us remark
that to believe on Him as and where He is;
not to believe on Him merely as a Man Who
walked the earth, but as the Man in the midst
of the Throne. As the heart, in that kind of
believing which has love as its basis, reaches
out to Him, to apprehend Him, to hold Him,
the value of His Throne finds expression.
That is the work of God. That is the work
you and I are called to do. We are called
to work for the Lord. Well, the nature of our
work is to believe on Him in the Throne, so
that there may be down here, just in the
realm where we are, the expression of His
enthronement. QOur work is not to go out and
get very busy doing things. Our work is to
believe on the triumphant Lord in the Throne
in all circumstances, despite every seeming
contradiction. That requires faith, real spin-
tual energy, and something of violence in
denying the conditions which are adverse.
But that is doing the work of God, and we all
know a little in experience that as we thus
hold on, as we thus refuse to deny the fact
that He is the Lord, He works on the ground

of that testimony and there is a manifesting
of His glory which others may see and which
is assuredly for the discomfiture of the power
of the Enemy. Conditions may not imme-
diately change, but as faith remains steadfast
in its testimony to Christ’s victory in spite of
all appearances the way to manifested triumph
is being made, and in His thme :emergence
comes. But the very exercise of heart thus
made necessary is all the time bringing into
a fuller knowing of the Lord. The grief of the
Lord in the narrative before us is: I have
dealt with these people all this time, and yet
they do nol know Me.

We are called to testify livingly to Christ
enthroned, and that necessitates adverse ocon-
ditions, against which and over which the
enthroned Lord must be manifested. Henoe,
we are called to a pathway of conflict, of diffi-
culty, of trial, of pressure—but, praise God,
of vietory., May we so know the Man in the
Throne, in the power of His resurrection, that
we shall abide always in the strong conscious-
ness that if He is with us, who can be agai)mst
us ? I

The Battle for the Throne

E

READINGS : Psalm viii. 1-6 ; Hebrews ii.
TrE effects of the fall are in two realms :
1. Inward, spiritually and morally. Our

thought is particularly in connection with
government. While we speak about the pro-.
phet and the priest, it is the king, the govern-
mental side of things, which is mainly in view,
and here the fall has brought about this inward
loss spiritually and morally in the realm of
government, authority, dominion.

2. Then outward. Of course, that is obvious,
that man has lost the dominion which God
gave to him and entitled him to have over the
world in every kingdom. ' '

Man has all these centuries been seeking to
recover that mastery, and inasmuch as the
government of this world is purely upon what
1s spiritual and moral, when man has attained
his greatest success outwardly he finds himself
a defeated man, and still incapable of governing
the world. Is it not a remarkable thing that
in this day when outward mastery has attained

(Continued.)

such & considerable point of advancement, the
moral government of this world is so very
backward ? The real government and dominion
is a spiritual and a moral thing before it can be
wholly and fully according to God’s mind.

Let us note the course of things. Man created
and constituted for dominion, but conditioned.
The condition, even when he is constituted for
dominion, is absoclute obedience and allegiance
to God. Then that dominion lost in the fall,
and the cnnsequences of that.

" Now we come to two other things which are
fresh points from now onward.

_ Recovery in Christ.

Al that was lost in the fall in man’s constitu-
tion end in man’s appointment or ca.l]j.t? or
vocation, has been recovered in the Lord Jesus
Christ. I want you to get behind that, because
here we touch the magnificence of this whole
matter. I said at the commencement that in
the eternal intention of God the whole issue of
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universal dominion was centered in His Son,
the Lord Jesus. It was not first of all cen-
tered in Adam. If it had been, when Adam
* surrendered it, it would have gone for ever,
there would have been no recovery at all, but
it was centered in Christ. Therefore, although
" the means brought in for its expression may
fail, its source will remain. The Head in
which it is gathered up abides, it is not lost.
God’s security against the total loss by the fall
is His Son, and Christ is eternally God’s
security and ours. It was preserved in Him.
These elements are eternal elements; that is
why I have been so careful to stress that these
are not mere phases, and these are not merely
temporary or periodic things. They are eternal,
they eame out of the very nature of God when
He said, ‘ Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness,” and proceeded to do so.
He ‘made’ with these constituents: prophet,
priest and king. That is what God is—a
spiritual mind, a righteous heart, a spiritual
government ; and He constituted man upon that
basis, according to those principles in His own
‘Eternal Being. Man may fail, but God never
fails, and so these things, being eternal, are
indestructible, and they are secured for ex-
pression in the Lord Jesus, as above time and
above history. Do you not see what a great
revelation it was that was given to the apostle
Paul about the eternity of Christ, and the
eternity of God’s purpose. That revelation
wag lifted clean out of history, clean out of the
course of this world, and put back into eternity.
That revelation points to and links two eter-
nities. The first chapter of the letter to the
Colossians is matchless, Eut.ting the Son right
back in eternity, and showing everything as
related to Him, not as incarnate but as eternal.
Man was brought in as a means to be used
for this expression. What a calling! What
an honour! What a glory, that man should
be chosen in relation to that eternal thing
which was in the very being of God, to express
it and to be constituted for that by God. But
man fell, and that race lost it all in Adam.
But it was not lost. It was still secured in
that Eternal Head ; it was still preserved as
indestructible in God’s Son. 'I}Lese things
were not first in man, but in God. Man is
but the means for expressing them.

Then <Christ* came, because God had not
abandoned and was not going to abandon His
intention as to the method of universally ex-
pressing that. He could have chosen angels

to universally express these things. He could
have made some special order other than man,
but he had decided that it should be man. The
Psalms and the Apostle use strange and wonder-
ful words: ‘“ When I consider the heavens,
the works of thy hands, the moon and the stars
which thou hast made, what is man-that thou
meakest mention of him, or the son of man that
thou puttest him in charge " (that is the literal
translation). That is God’s eternal thought,
intention, and even though Adam may fail, God
does not abandon that thought, and so it
must be recovered for man and it will be
recovered for man by Man, but what a Man!
The Lord Jesus came to recover—not for God,
not in the Being of God, not something that
God had lost out of His Being by Satan’s
interference—but to recover for man that which
God purposed for him. Here is grace. Here
is the wonder of salvation. I think, beloved, if
only we had a fuller presentation of the positive
side of salvation it would not be necessary to
preach hell fire to frighten people into salvation.
Of course, the New Testament puts a very
strong emphasis upon that, but, oh ! to see what
we are called {0, what God has chosen us unio !
Is not that an adequate motive for us to appre-
ciate the grace of in salvation. * So great
salvation ! ” That is the word. It is the loss
of that, which can make hell for us; and to
wake up to what we have lost. Christ’s work
on the Cross was vicarious in this three-fold
realm of prophet, priest and king. It was not
only dealing with sin. It was that, but it was
the recovery of the lost function of man. " And
when the Lord Jesus has accomplished His
work in the Cross, and is raised by the Father
from the dead, and is seated at the right hand
of the Majesty on High, He is there as the
Representative, Prophet, Priest, and Xing.
And then the saints through being raised
together with Him, are brought into fellowship
with Him in that ministry.

The Cross—the Way to the Throne,

Let us take that a bit at a time. THE issue,
the final issue of Christ's work on the Cross is
not only that our sins have been dealt with and
put away. It is ultimately and pre-eminently
and all-inclusively that it is made possible for
us to come back to the Throne, to come back
to all that the Throne means ; to be kings and
priests unto God, to be restored to spiritual
dominion in this universe. And when any child
of Gad through resurrection union with the
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Lord Jesus is linked with Him as there at God’s
hand, and comes under the government
the Holy Spirit, their education begins in the
school of how to reign, how to gain spiritual
dominion. That is the whole explanation of our
remeining here. It explains everything that
the Lord allows to come into our lives, The
Lord is perfectly able to keep every bit of
trouble out of our live8, every bit of oppmition,
ion, suffering, tnal to keep it all out
ave you been asking Him to do it ? Yom e
asking Him to take your crown away if you do.
By it He is teachmg you to reign, He is develop-
in you and in me s | and morall govern-
ment. Why has He left the devil about, and
his whole hosts ? To teach s hiow to Feign!
Are you Bititing down under him, ing him ?
s thought for you is that you should have
ority over all the pewer of the
That 18 eur ealling, our veeation, and
nction in unien with the FiBen and
esseﬁded and enthroned Chyist. That is the
top stene of the testimoeny ef Jesus. It is ¢
that everything elssvg ahd leads iR euF
felatien e Him at tHe Lerd is sesldn
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Now we must go back a bit Thv@ i‘allen—

now known as the natursl—inan can never
the Throine fior have dominion. He, as

such is fully and finselly set aside. He has
to exercise kiﬁgshi The devil has

tne to make him a ki * llthesewilllgive

thee if thou wilt fall down and wi me.”

While that was said to Christ, it

represents a
rinciple of Satanic effort ficom theﬂqlmlnﬂi
he devil has always followed that line

powef
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eaven an

r{llng to make men kings without God, and the
expresslon of that effort of his will be Anti-
Supsrmaan; mem r i

unil
versal government, cantrol, authority, apart
from Godl. But, as hifttny has proved, and
will prove right to the end, even Anti-Christ,
that fallen or natural man, even Satanically
energised, cannot have dommlon accor to
God’s thought. God has taken pains to make
that clear. His inabiliity to have dominion has
all the way through been exhibited by God.
His unfitness has been displayed. Cin! how
God has as it seems, gone out of His way to
show man’s inability in himself to reach.any
Divine Wd
We must keep to this one point of dominion,
but look at the long dispensation of law. Did
not Godl know right at the beginn ng when He
gave the law what the end would be ? Being
God, He knew that the end of the ion
of the law would be utter failure, because He
knew man, and yet He gave the law, He gave
the law delibemtely knowing full well what
the end of it would be, Then, you say, if God
knew that the end would be failure, why did
Ged do it ?0 Gedl did it in erder that man
mhight eome to lsnew himself, his iﬁabilliuty It
has ttakeﬂ eenturies of histery in Man's ex-
him to the place where he
that this thing is net in him. And s6
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An Historic Exeampbic.

We might take one example in the partiicalkar
fealmiﬁg?thiehweafe ng, as to -dominion.
Look at Saul, the king. He isa.oodlnllus

H!T_c!-;f_“

tration. Saul hummly and is a very
e : ltasktet] adit Stanl | thresy
saw t at he was head shoulders above

other man in Israel, and the naturallly min
aeelaimed Saul 8 magﬁiﬂcent specimen of what
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a king oughtt to be, and they shouted, * Godl specimen of men. And it is not very lomg"
save the king ™ Well that is man at his best. before this natural man at his best is shown
Now he has come to the throne. How will it be quite incapable of rulimg. He represents
work out ? I know that there is a problem the trial of the natural man in relation to
as to the anointing of Saul, that Gedl aneinted government, his unfitness to rule is very soon
hxmtobeking,andlwmtyeutafeea lse @ manifested. He is given a few tests, and what
difference. There is always a8 bi erence comes out ? The word of the Lord through
between Godl's severeignty and &w’s grace, Samuel is: ] remember that which Amalek
or between cemien grace and saving grace, did to Israel.” * Now go and smite Amalek.
God asted in sevefeigﬂgy ever Saul, in what and utterly destrey . .. He is put to the
we eall ** eeminen Gedl is Savefeigﬁ ef test, as to whether ‘Be will gevers, whether
this universe, and e 6an do a6 He likes, and he is fit to govern. Spifitual goverAment is
within the 6ompass , the range oF realm of His conditioned by abselute ebedienee and allegi-
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Who is the man that will reign ? It is

i‘ £ significant to notice that it was for forty years
8¥§ ? 8? geub% @£ 5&% &E@ i %@g that Saul kept the name of king. smmmytuauy
EEHH E E‘HH he had never held the position, but even under
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The Prophet.

‘The Prophet leading to the throne. What is
that spiritually in the New Tesatment ? It is
simply this, *“ We have the mind of Christ.”
“The prophetic function is the spiritual mind.
‘The spiritual mind is related to the throne,
it leads on to the Throne, and that is what
Paul meant when he said, ‘‘ We have the mind
.of Christ.,” *‘To be spiritually minded is
life . . . ” Now, go back to your New Testa-
ment with the spiritual mind in your thought,
and you will see that it is a feature of the
Throne, it brings you to a place of spiritual
ascendency. Let us put that quite simply.
‘Who are the people who will really be in the
place of adventage, of spiritual power, who
-will be looked up to ? Amongst men they ma{ be
the weakest, the most foolish, nothing to look
.at ; everything that man would set aside and
ignore, and yet something about them that
demands attention, something about them that
cannot be ignored, something to be reckoned
with., You have to say, there is something
about them, and when they speak there is
something in what they say, and it comes to
pass, it is true, you cannot get away from it,
you cannot close your eyes to it. hat is it ?
They know the Lord. They have a spiritual
knowledge of the Lord. Despise them if
you will amongst men, but that thing is some.
thing dominant spiritually, and you have to
bow to it. There is’ the prophet, the spiritual
mind. The sf)iritual mind represents some-
thing of the Throne, it relates to the Throne.

The Priest.

It is a matter of the heart, righteousness,
or that abandoning of the heart to what God
desires. It is a quality, but it is a mighty
quality. Righteousness is a strong thing, it
is always represented as a strong thing in
the Word of . It is the brass, and brass is
a very powerful thing. You cannot resist
brass, the fire cannot overcome the brass,
the altar of whole burnt offering is of brass,
and the fire is kept burning perpetually. It
is righteousness, and there is something about
real righteousness of the heart which speaks
of the Throne. 1t is a governing thing. -

Now afo'u see that these two things represent
spiritual links with the Lord Jesus inwardly.

The King.
He is King there, because He was o utterly
abandoned to God’s will. Who are those who

reign ¥ Those who are one with Him in the
will of God, who have the Spirit of Chriat in
them, consuming them unto the will of God!
Find the men and the women who are
wholly, utterly in the will of God, and you
cannot do anything with those men and those
women. On the plain of nature they may be
nothing, but they are a dominating factor in
the spiritual realm, and you know quite well
that you cannot turn those lives round as you
like, they are in the will of God and they govern
spiritually, morally. It is the Lord Jesus in
what He is as Prophet, Priest and King,
exercising Himself, expressing Himself in and
through the saints spiritually.

Spiritual Dominion is Universal. ,
It is not merely in this world of flesh and
blood. What can the devil do with a man or
woman who knows the Lord ! What can the
powers of darkness do with a man or woman
who has the righteousness of Christ as a breast-
plate over the heart ? What can the adversary
do with a man or woman who is utterly bound
by the will of God ? What can he do with the
Lord Jesus ¥ When we come into that position,
we reign in the sapiritual realm. If you are
going to try and find some defence against the
enemy as the Accuser in yourself, as to your
goodness, well, the Lord has taken a big lump of
history to prove that that cannot be done and in
the end man is hopeless. Are you still trying to
find some good with which to beat the devil ?
You had better give it all up. Do not go on
for he will worst you, he wn.l]p pulverise you, in
the end you will be good for nothing. The
sooner you stand with both feet on what
Christ is there for you, the sooner you are
coming into spiritual dominion over the devil.
Then yon will be in the place of, * No weapon
that is formed against thee shall prosper—
even the Accuser—and every tongue that
shall rise agra.i.nst thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me,
saith the Lord.” That is an impregnable
position against the devil. It is the way of
the Throne, it is dominion !

Reigning by Christ.

Now, this man, to reign, is reconstituted by
Christ. That is, that constitution for govern-
ment in the new creation is the Holy Spirit
making Christ over to the believer. We are
reconstituted, created anew, and we are
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crested asnew for this ultimate
dommmion. It is not going to be o%ee. Do
not get an external mentality about reigning
on thrones later on. This thing is intensely
real as a spirituall thing. The throne, the
crown, the dominion, is fundamentally and pre-
eminently spiritual, and we are to be anniimted
for it, not appointed to it, and we are con-
stituted for it by Christ. Youw see what I
said at the begmnmg, that out from what God
was, there came into man that which con-
stituted him for dominion. Now in the new
creation, out from what Christ is as in the
Throne there is brought by the Holy Spirit
the constituents for dominion. ‘* Strengthened

with might by His Spirit in the inwsf "’

That is a constituent of Christ to make us
govern. The Holy Spirit tal 'I%Of His things
and revealing the unta us. at is tual
revelation, to bring us inte a peverning p@aﬂaﬁ

spiritually, the Hely Spirit ﬂiﬁiﬂ ped for
us, to us, His Fi Hﬁeaus SLSHESS
which is f @@&i% iin o €9
the threne, demifien BVer %h@

8&8!2?-. 1&1 avs ai%m

%& {8 HBE j
1§ h@£ ws % %
&% 8 WBF of
8§€ f! glﬁ% ﬁfg lg lH
% gﬁeufg geﬂ g
HB{%H }H F 9 ‘Eﬂﬁi
ﬁlﬁ Bﬁf BGﬂ%iBH spifi H86ENAEhty:

Am 1 weak ? That is not the ariterion.
He is strong, and by faith I reach out to make
His strength perfect in my weakness. Am I
foolish ¥ Am I in a quandary ? That is not
the thing. He is (ferfect wisdom, made unto
us from Godi, om ; and therefore I take
from Hmm the wisdom that He is, to bring

me up out of this position. It is what Christ is
made over to us, constituting us to govern, and
it will all be a matter of the measure of Christ
as to how much we reign. The rank that we
are going to hold in the coming universal reign
of the Lord Jesus will just be the measure of
Christ that we have. Let the Lord have a large
place, live on Him, live out from Him, draw
upon Hinn, make Him your everything. Learn
day by day how to appropriste Christ by faith,
how to repudiate what you are in yourself
and make what He is everything to you. That
is the way of vietory. Cireling around your-
self, looking into yourself, trying to find some-
thiﬁg all that is simply grieving Geodl, it is
, in effect, to the Lord, Your Christ is
ﬁet what you have said He is. We must not
fhaligh Ged by bringing up our own natural
state, eentinually hel iﬁg‘g 1ﬂ view and hoping
for semething frem it. We have get to learn
{8 live en Himn, the Chyist of God. Tk@f@ﬂ@m
eémrwu Y off ek \49 @se dﬁkmtzmﬁeem Y,
H u&é m %@ {5 the way,

fﬁ &l Meve en in
umgﬁ m wa

He is the ng We have to live by His
Kingliness, in dominion over every kind of force
that would tyrannise here on this earth. The
Lofd give us to believe that the natural man
has been set aside, and not to bother too much
abeut him, net to take him so much into
aeeeunt in trying to find, hoping to find, some-
thing good in himm. He is set aside and God has
demonstrated that he is worthless through long
generations, he cannot reign. But there is One
Who can reign, and because of Him we can
reign in life by that One Man, Christ Jesus.

T. A-S.

[y

(To be emitined].)

CONFERENCES

HONOR OAK MARCH 30-31
.. APRIL 1922 (EASTER)
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The Fulness of Christ

(Conttivted)).

TeE letters to the Ephesisms and Oolossians
have clearly in view the fulness of Christ and the
inheritance of the saints. Im both letters a very
definite and positive place is given to the fact
that the reachimg of the inheritance, and the
coming to the fulness, is only upon the basis
of that which corr ds to Jordan having
been definitely recognised and accepted. That
is, the Cross of the Lord Jesus as bringing to a
judicial end all that is of man himselli; Clhwiist’s
desath being our death : not only the removal of
ouir sin, bul the renoval of ouriselves os nelictad! to
Adam, in order that there might be another
relstionship brought about to the last Adam.

The Meaming of Our * Judicial*’ Death

We have used the word “ judicial,” and that
may stumble some; but it is very simply
explained. There is all the difference between
a)?t)ldicial death and actusl desth. We sre not,
even when we have most thoroughly and
utterly accepted our death union with the Lord
Jesus by faith—according to His own word! smd|
requirenment—in a position to say that we, so
far as the Adam life is concerned, are utterly
dead and non-existeat, because there is still
fiuch of the old Adam associated with us. But
that does not alter the fact that a judicial
death has taken place. A judicial death is
simply the faet that a sentence has been passed,
and ih the eyes 0f the one who has passed the
sentence, the death is taken for granted, as
though it has alr happened. Godl has
passed the sentence of death upon the whole
face in Adam. That sentence was carried out
in a Representative, and that One Who kepre-
sented the raee voluntarily—the Lord Jesus—
accepted the sentence voluntarily.

The sentence being carried out in the case of
the Represemiztive, means that all who were
represemted have died in the eyes of God. God
says : That is Mly position with regard to you ;
My Son volunt took your place as under
the sentence of death. (It could not be other-
wise than voluntary, because He was not
involved in our sin ; He was not in any way by
nature linked with our condition. He accepted

our place as one who had sinned, yet in Whom
there was no sin). God says: In the nioment
in which I turned My face from Him on that
Cross I closed for ever the door to the Adam
race ; I abondoned the Adam race, so far as it
ever had a chance of being accepted by Me or
coming into Mly purpose. That was an eternal
moment. If ever we should know what it is to
have God forsake us for an instant of time, that
instant would be like an e if we were
fully conscious of it. If we knew that God had
utterly and absolutely abandoned us. with all
that it meant, that moment would be the
moment of an eternity ; that moment would be
capable of changing our halr from the halliansia
of the raven to the whiteness of the snow.
That is God’s attitude te the Adani race, as far
as His purpose is concerned. All that He has
tb%msay atib ’t’hetﬁAdam faebe is';{é‘ Ye must be
again '’ ; there is Ao F you if youf
present birth. OpS ToF ¥0
That is the judicial death which has been
carried out in relation to every one of us, and
the point is that we have to recognise tthe fact
in regarding the flesh as wholly corrugt;, even
at its best. We have to accept by faith the
fact that the flesh can never come into the
presence of God, and then that God has made a
provision for our giving expressicn to that
pesition spiritully. Romans and Celessians
particularly speak of that. I'n Remahs wi. it
i6: * We were buried with him in Baptis/m.”
In Celessians it is said that baptisth was

agpeiﬂtea' by Ged as a means of 8 d@@l&ﬂﬁg
e fact that we for ever hav d Ged’s
e o ke {%@: 8 ? \Yas
ratls aatona] g@éﬁm 0 i e é%ﬁ@ﬂﬂﬂ
from the standpeint of the end ef the life of

nature, That is an essential and indispensable
thing in coming to Ged's end, the fulhess of
Christ. There can be 16 hope or chafnce what-
ever for the fulness of Christ until there has
been an acceptance of that position.

The ** Old Man ** not Obliterated
Even when that position has been taken,
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when we have made that declaration and been
beptised as a testimony to that, the self life
has not gone—it will erop up—but soniething
ned. Whaf is that ? We have

else has happe
definitely put that thing, in an act of faith,
have said, in effiest,

under the hmdi of Godl.
that whole reslin and range of the self life, 6f
the life of nature, of the fesh, has been
under condemnation, and udgmeﬂt and d h
now I eeuﬂt upen God to leelk after ‘that. Then
penis ¢ Whenever that thing comes
it is srhitten at enee. Yew kﬁ@w

t@ wsﬂ tha{; if afs w in %he Spifit
ugrgq wm the
EiEHS g fg SEH%
Lefd aﬁd %gx 99 u ag \g ewm
TH@% i3 L%% W, Fess %@?
B H 868 535! £ 3 &g’i&
HB ioR, as givmg Brhething
The New Position

In the wilderness there is not that, but in the
land there is. Achan was a survival of some-
thing, and there is an instant reckoning with
that by Godl. Everything) is held up and a
terrific crisis is p ed by one thing.
Before the Jordan the Lord witnessed against it,
but this is a different situation. After Jordan
you are in a new position, in the heavenlies,
and here the thing cannot be tolerated for a
moment. It is the position that makes the
difference. There must be a judicial end to
selff; that is, an acceptance quite definitely of
the end of man’s own life by nature, that there
may be a commencement, growth, continuation
of God's life, with enly G@ai’s iife in the aseen-

dent.
The Energy of the Holy Spirit

See how clear this is in the historieall illus-
tration. Joshua represents the energies of the
Holy Spirit in relation to Geod’s en that s,
the inheritanee, the fulness of Christ, 0 you
remember where Jeshua fivs 6ame 1ﬁ£@ Vi@W z>
It was at Re l‘i\i&ﬂﬁﬂ where me waters ghish

from the §6 E{%@ th § im
becoming the basiﬁ of ‘the ?f e? Egmgs

In the wilderness u are lﬁg aﬁa@mﬁ

the land you are 8 168 Bﬁ E]
;asg:gﬁgmthew miﬂ%é 658 i§
wﬂdefﬂe% thers is the t o %!gy m

being the indwelling life af the belisver:

is Godl's thought made known. Youw dip moft ggit
that in its full expression as the living reality
until you get over Jordan.

Joshua came in at that point, where the
waters gushed from the rock. Joshua is one
with the Holy Spirit as the inner life and energy
ef the L@fd’ le. The two come together

e% i), But immediately that happens
Ama] comes out, and it is Joshusm who is
d to meet Amalek. Joshua—the energy

me Spirfit—in eonnection with the water at
Rephidim, ealled upen to meet the activities of
the Hesh, angd, threupgh Jeshua, Amalek—ithe
eeﬁivme 69%5 ies of the: ﬂegh—was avep

?s {15 &E@ iE W ginst t8

ﬁGVSf Be

é i 11;5 ﬁﬁ?ﬂég

é}ﬁg aée@%%%&?%&

nlll ], U

ﬁs&ﬂ i§ W?] éﬁafemfaﬂ
Heweﬁ

qy%”

""'qi ey
ale

‘é ;ﬁ
iH {E@ g 88{1 Hehte, W
Gea%é%ﬁség &i&*‘%ﬁiﬁ@

On Resurrection Ground

Having recognised the necessity for thi®
judicial end to self, the next thing that is essen-
1;1&%l as a basis upon which Godl will work

is end, is a resurrection life with the Lord :
“ We were bugimd.....with hinn through bap-
tism into death, thwit liklec aas Ghinistt weas naiésstl
from the dead through the glory of the Father,
80 we also might walk in newness of life *;
“1Iff ye then be risem with Chowiit......"™ Tt is
the co im every of cur
detachment from the wordd. You cannot fail
to see that in the case of the Lord Jesus.
Relationships are entirely changed on resur-
rection ground. Mary would fain have touched
Him in the garden, would have embraced Him,
but He said : ** Toucl me not...... ? In effect :
Things are changed ; the holding of yore is no
longer ; a different realm has been entered, a
different relatienship. Yes! still your Lord,
still your Saviour, still your Friend, but a
differénce. I am fot to be held as though I
belenged to this earth ; I am fet to be taken
held of, as th@uglh this were My plage, * Teush
e ﬁ@&? 1 am net yet ascended unte the
Father.” The first thing hi resurwastion is the

b5 PRt
a-g%%ag et

x.
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recognition of our heavenly relationship, n
our earthly relationship. All that is heaven]y
now makes first clainn, and what is earthly,
even in a religious way, has to be put back.
There is a good deal of earthly religiousness, and
religious earthliness. There is a good deal in
religion that is earthly, of this world, earth
bound, of man. Resurvadiiom union cuts clean
and clear of everyihing that belorigs to this
world, even though it fay be religious. What
is of Godl only has a testimeny in this werld,
it has fie £etgef nge{;}m miﬁp&ﬂ%iﬁ%% here

is merely te testilly in the 8 have he
etl;gf kind of e

esurrection represents the wm?leteﬂess

our separation frm the worldl. ** If then t%
raised together with Christ, seek the things
that are above...... * In other words, to all
that is here: Touckh me not ; my Father has
finstt claim. That is a most element thing,
bun(t1 it is true. lIt means thatrl;:g}ren as fiirst
and primary claim upon eve ng, because
now all relationships at:‘e heavenly, ﬂ?l interests
are heavenly.

That is a position essediudl to God's end.
We know quite well, in the | out-
working of this trwlh,, that in the ree in
which any believer has a voluntary relationship
to this world, or is held by anything of this
world, that believer is stunted in Ims or her
spmtual development. The world is an ob-
struction to the fulness of Christ. It is im-
gosslble to go on if there is a bit of the world

olding. Putting that round the other way ;
it is just wonderful, and blessedly
joyous to notice how ‘these who reelly do eﬁg
with the Lerd spentaneeusly dF the
woerld. That is the effest of Eﬁiﬁ | grewth.
Habits, in which there seemed to be He harm
whatever at sﬁe time, few have an elemeﬁt ef
controversy abeut ther
earlief stapes; even ef% e aevaf

QHESFH Hew at %f@
e &ﬁfﬁ%g ;ﬂ aﬁg?'i@
%E’a;% Be b qﬁi eu w s ﬁc’rm
8§§6 9 §S‘é E ERH- §€ﬂi§:§%

ttéﬁ ag;e HGS EVS
dif@@ti@ﬂ. An?&i:he aﬁii
where the heart is HBE

The A estle’s twe lettars # lBHi§H§
afe full of jey. He than éﬁ% Lef o EVSF},‘

remembrance of them. He could not speak too
highly of them, in terms too glowing, simply
because they turmed fromn idols unto God,
“ %o serve the hi mdiu'ule@ntiamﬂtom
for his Son fromm heaven,” and he had no
anxiety about them. Whem you turn to the
Corii there is a good deal of trouble,
II]t' is the wilderness sntuatlon again—a divided
eart.

A resumeutiion basis gives Godl a chance ;
that is, right out to the Lord from the world.
All that that means we have to learn. We sl

come to things we never expected if we are
galﬁg on with the Lord. on which we
were 80 clearlly settled, as being of Gedl, and
never for one moment expected to have a
uestion about, become challenged. Not that
they were not of Gedl, but they were only of
G@d up to a point, and now there is something
fere nd them, and unless we go on to the
something more the good becomes the enemy
of the best. And so, because of comparative
values, we have to leave what is good for the
better ; and then later the better for the best.
It can only come about as we arereallygoi;if
on with the Lord, but that ires, firstt of all,
that we have made a clean cut, and have said :
I am out on resurrection ground ; I am out with
the Lord utterly.

The Conporate Vessel of Fulness
Another thing as basic to the Lord’s purpose
is the necessity for an apprehension of the in-
clusiveness of Christ as to the Church which is
His Body. In those paris of the revelation
Fiveﬁ te us In the Werd of Gedl such as the
et'tefs te the Ephesians and Celessians, where

is brought inte view mest
deﬂﬁitely, the ihiﬁg ihat 15 Fight befere s is the
The ultimate

hiﬂg, the

SBd 15 the lﬁesfé of Ch¥ist,
%tt &'Eﬁh msv%%%lgt
Ee View &3 s t

a %Zf%ﬁﬁﬁ 5
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number of individuals as such, ever expressing
}3‘8 ﬁ;lness of Christ. The necessity is ﬁfl?:esz

e of corporate relationship unto the
of Christ.

We must recognise this right at the outset
as a law of the book of Joshus. What is that
book workimg toward ? It is the fulness of
Clmiatt; the whole inhenittarvec! Is the in-
herltance going to be given to one, two or
three ? No! Is it going to be given to un-
related, detached fragments ? No! The in-
hentance is going to come to all in fellowship,
in relmtlonsh? and it can only come on that

basis. That is laid down as a law, and that is
the explanation- of what took place in the case
of Achan. When Achan sinned, and took of
the devoted thing, the whole nation was brought
under arwsxtt, and the LordB uncovering of the
thing was after this mammnar: * Israel hath
sinned.” It 1B a terrific enforcing of a law.
It is not; Owe man has simmeadl; let him be
judged and put away ! Ne! AUl Isvael must
come and be exercised abeut this matter. All
Israel is invelwedl; and therefore all Israel
must judge it. All Tsrael was invelved in the
arvest, and all Israel was invelved in the
necessity for judging the sin.

Fellowship and Fullvesss.

This is God's off illustireting wiinet we heve
in the New Te;lf'%mtt: * The body is one.”
There musst be an apprehension of the corporate,
the collective life of the Church, the Body of
Chriist, before we can go on to fulness. We
denmndctiiis SeHUeshippfdnfflileess jtitid easmn-
tial. Limitetien is always brought about by
separation. The defe@t of Ged’s end is always
a@@@mplisbed by by up the Lerd’s pee le

to fiepgheaitds/ Sehisty is a real device of
devﬂ to frusirale Ged’'s end eeneernin Hi§
Sen, the Lefd JS§H§ He has puF that

eouFse from tvg? 8 1%? %%m IE i§ VBRY %ﬁgé
f@%g 5{5@ Is g%s Rl

éu { Hﬁ% o
&%ﬁ Wﬁsli '

ﬁ“fgggﬁaﬁa%ﬁﬁ@ ;

QWstilp:

& WA 8?‘

defeating some of the forms of Satanic activity.
1t is quite easy to take the other line. It is
the most difficult thing to refuse s divi-
sion, because all the power of hell is out to
brmg that about. It is only as we see how
much is bound up with fellowship, with rela-
tionship, the fulness of Christ, shalll we be able
to move on toward that fulness for the Lord
counts upon it for His ends.
This is no ised one-ness.
that is outward. This is not anything
that can be brought about by
externally, This is not the »unitiing off tie
Chwrches. This is not consenting to a common
agreement of credial expressiomn; this is the
unity of the Spirit. This workis two ways. It
is necessary for us to go on m the Spirit, in
order that we may have the fullest measure
of fellowship. We do not mean that fellowship
is impessible between the mature and the less
mature. We must be very eareful that we do
net allew any larger measure ef light—as we
may eeneeive it—1e interfere with eur fellow-
ship with these whem we thiﬁk have net 86
mueh light. There ought to be fellowship
between ehildren and adults spiritually, bt any
kind ef refusal of light, of the revealed will of
Ged, is beund sooner or later to limit fellowship,
s0 that unte full fellowship there must be a
walking according to the light given. Thegthar
way round operates, of course, that as we walk
in the light we have fellowship one with another.
Going on in the light means an Increase of
fellowship, and that makes the measure of
Chuwiist to increase.

The Necessity for Spiritual [lumination.

This comes up quite clearlly both in Joshua
and in Ephesians. ** That the Gedl of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, niay give uito
{gu a8 spiﬁnt of wisdom and revelatien in the

owledge of him ; having the eyes of your
heart enlightened, " that ye know......”
and then there is given a list of things to know,
and you find that list moves out into the dimem
sions of the knowledge-surpassing love : *
that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of
God.” Spiritual illumination leads on to being
filllat! unto all the fulness. Spiritual illwmina-
tion, therefore, is a basic thing to God's end.
We can never come to the fulness of Chiist by
the mere inquiry and investigation of our own
brains into s nlﬂnwil things. There must of
necessity be t e Ho prut giving revelation
concermng he Testimomy of Jesus

This is not the
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has as its essential law spiritusl illumination,
revelation—through the Word. The Thesti

of Jesus can never be something static, some-
thing that you take up and say: This is the
Testimony of Jesus; and then put it into a
formula. The Testimony of Jesus is something
that has been revealed. The Testimony of
Jesus is: ** I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of man standing on the right hand of God.”
Stephen died for that Testimony. * ** At mid-
day, O king, I saw on the way a light from
heaven, abeve the brightness of the sun,
shining reund abeut me and them that jour-
neyed with me. And when we were all fallen
to the earth, 1 heard a voice * The inner
meaning of that is not something apart from
the Word, but something that comes by the
Holy Ghast through the Word. That is more
than the letter ; it is life. It is something that
makes you say: I have read the Scripturss on
that for a long time, but I have really never
se'eil“hﬂ“flﬂ?fgm illnoiirecti tho

e Holy Spiriit’s mncmmmnng

Church is a thing so difficult to explain to any
who may not have experienced it, but to those
who have, it needs no explanation, It makes
such a difference on all these matters. You will

oooooo

be able to preach Ephesians, Colossians,
Romams; reudn all about the Church as the
Body of Chwikt; you may reed it all in books ;

and still there be no real expression of it. Then
one day it is as though the heavens opened and
the thing broke upon your spiritt, and you saw
it; and all kinds of adjustments become neces-

uﬁd@fgtﬂﬂdiﬁg and you find that yeur peint ef

ﬁtﬁif iﬁﬁi

faet is the thing—

i it
have it, and that all the Lafd's
come inte that.

sary in life. Yow can say: I saw that the

Church was no denominational or national
thing ; I believed in the oneness of all believers.
Yes 1 all that ; and yet there is somethmg more.
That semething can only come by revelation.
You ean have the other, and it will just take
you 8o far, but get that semethlng mofe, aﬂd it
will take yeu a leng way ahead.

inte the realim of the conflict and eest ‘ye
are out in an altogether new reghtin. 1t is
neeessary te Ged's end.

It is one thing to say these things, point them
out, emphasise them. Youw say : How do you
get it 2 We see what you mean, it is all quite
clear, but we have not got it! Well, if you
reel are of the undivided heart, if your heart

olly set upon the Lerd and you see, as far
as yoeu can see, these things, and have very
definite dealings with the Lerd abeut i
may fet be in a day, it may be slewly ,5teadi
, you begin 6 meve inte @ new Feahm ef

view ehanses, yeur staﬁdaf@l of values

éhan
sha gs, 1t may take fﬂ@ﬂggs )
the time yeu say 1 am
g sefnetmag has happened te
I éan he len what 1 used to W!
1t may be li t:hat, 6r it Mmay eome in a e
Hew it comes dees net matter very mueh, the
el {llupmaetion. The
these ta whem he wrete

i&ﬁ%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁ

le edl tha
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A WITNESS
AND

A TESTIMONY.
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The Excellency of the Kmowdedge of Christ

Jesus
(Caonitivusdo).) No. 2

Reapmne : Philippiams in. 8.
Philippians i. 21.
“ The exeellency of the kmowledge of Chviist

Jesus that means that the
knowl

ed'géofcmstm: the case of the A
Paul far transcended all other kﬁawfe%w
For him it was a knowledge which outstrip

in its value all other knowledge which he
had or conceived himself capable of havmg
He sets the knowledge of Chyist Jesus his Lerd
ever against every other thing, and just as the

eandls light pales when the sun §Biﬂ8§ 88 foF

hifh the mest pewerful light and e whieh
fhan is eapable ef having faded in 68
of Chwist Jesus his Lefd Sueh wefd§ 8Fe het
just werds in the ease of Paul. This was net
some fine Housish 6f language. Coming frem
siéh a6 he was they earried tremendeus weight,

A6t because of whe he was bif Besause of the
life eut of which the werds sprang.

The Life-History behind the Words

To get something of the power and
the strength, the depth, the fulness, the wonder
of this phrase, this langu it is negessary
to turn and contemplate this man’s life for a
few minutes, and see the background of bis
words, Words are of value in prepertion te
the reslity of a man’s histery, the history
whieh lies” behind his wafds aﬂd 'relates 8 his

g?ai;ﬁbe vgfeﬂﬁ%ﬁ, bseau e mefs 1?%551‘?%
gg.z?vzﬂ%

EB EEX S61VBS:
Whes Bhg éggﬁi‘:%&é% Wits ggljggii?%

T a@gg T
Bssause &t lies Bshind them
ai ihe ehd gﬁf‘
&h
éﬁ%ﬁ;‘%ﬁe@ g Was gég%i;@ Hp

lay Bebiﬂd
f%‘5@5@

Look at hzmpemmal ..Here is a man

worn and feeble, upon whom ‘there has Ibeoken,

2

and upon whom there has rolled, waves,
ﬁaigehty and continuous waves of every kind of
that you could think of if you Bet down
aﬁgf catalogue the s%ﬂ’erings gff man.
A vietim ury, the many
%ﬁaﬁmﬂ Sﬁggiiﬂes, a broken aife@bled

e, i _elFeumsianees deep
exed with hunareds,
Eﬂ% Ha ﬁew Eemaiﬁiﬁ

i § 8!‘8 éﬂag 1"\!:&{‘
BH§ 1%1] H 88§§i§l‘é i§£i
e

T

churches.”
There are

other touches as to the
experiences of this man of Godl. He lightly

ers to them and passes on. “I who am
rude of speech > (that is what some had sald
about him) ** I who am despicable in presence *
(that is what some had said about him). The
yea and the nay mam, that is, the mam who
vacillates, at one time says yea, and at another
time nay. Sending requests to a beloved
yokefellow he says: *“ Bring the cloak which
I left at Troas,”* clesrly showing that he wes
knowing coldness,

This letter to the Philippiems arose out of
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the deep appreciation of his heart in prison
because the Philippians had remembered his
need ; and there is something invidious, be-
cause there were believers in Rome, many of
them, and here is the man in need, in cold and
in hunger, in prison in Rome, and the Philip-
pians seven hundred miles away have heard,
and they have sent by the hand of Epaphto-
ditus gifts to meet his daily necessities, It
has touched his heart, and he is so appreciative
that this letter sprang out of it, and in the
course of his letter he said : “ I have no man
likeminded . . . for they all seek their own.”
That is a reflection of the state of the be-
lievers in Rome arocund him, They were
seeking their ewn, and just the Philippians far
away remembering him. If you look amongst
his writings and in his history you accumulate
& tremendous amount which points to his
history of suffering, of trial, of adversity. In
the end he says : ‘‘ All they in Asia have turned
away from me”; ‘ Only Luke is with me.”

The Great Exchange

Then see what he had given up for that;
see that for which this is the exchange from the
human side. Look again at ‘‘ Philippians.”
He tells us in the third chapter of what his
natural advantages were ; how that he had a
reason and occasion to boast more than any
other : “If any maen thinketh to have con-
fidence in the flesh, I yet more (more than
any man): Ciroumcised the eighth day (That
is, he was born a Jgw, he was not a proselyte),
of the stock of Israel (not a graft, but the
originel stock), of the tribe of Benjamin (efter
the pame of the tribe, the next most dis-
tinguished name is that of Saul, the first
king, who was of the tribe of Benjamin. He
bore that name, “ Saul of Tarsus’ of Ben-
jamin ; that is royalty in his blood and in his
name), & Hebrew of ﬁebrews; as touching the
law, a Pharisee ; as touching zeal, persecuting
the Church.” All that represented position,
advantage, influence, reputation, something
in this world which provides a basis of honour
and success, a name and a place amongst men.
He had exchanged that for all this of which we
have spoken, and much more.

How does Paul feel about it ? See the
extremes in this man's life ; the extreme, on
the one hand, of honour and earthly glory,
that in which men pride themselves, that which
from this world’s standpoint was to his advan-
tage. It went a long way. On the other hand,

? 30
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t

the opposite extreme. Think of it! A man
like that, with royal blood in his veins, standing
out amongst men in a place of conspicuous
honour, and privilege, and influence, beaten
with rods, thrashed with a whip, flung into
prison, stoned, and all the rest. What does
he feel about the exchange ? What is his
attitude to the whole thing ? At the end of a
life like that, how does he sum it up? Oh!
this is the thing that gives the letter to the
Philippians its real salt. When you realise
that this is one of the last things from his pen,
and that through this short letter the one
throbbing note is: * Rejoice in the Lord,”
rejoice, rejoice. You say: There is some-
thing behind these words! These are no
empty words. Put a history, an experience,
like that behind an utterance, and the utter-
ance counts for something. It is amazing.
If we stayed long enough to meditate upon it,
it is calculated to bring us down to our knees
in shame. There is no complaining, no re-
pining here, no sa,yi.ng : I have given up every-
thing (and it is a big *‘ everything ') for Christ,
and look what He hes brought me to; see
what I have gof! No! there is not a sommd
nor a sign of complaining about it all. If
he says: ‘‘ Sorrowing '’ (and he does) he im.
mediately couples with it: * Yet always re-
joicing.” If he says: ‘“ As having ncthing,”
immediately he says: * possessing all things.”
If he says: ‘“ As poon,” he instantly says:
‘““and yet making many rich.,” His attitude
toward the whole thing is not one of complaint
but rather the opposite, glorying, rejoicing
end bidding others rejoice. Alone, forsaken,
enemies all around, his life-work being torn
to pieces by those enemies, universally sus-
pected, all friends leaving him, alone in prison
—rejoicing, glorying, exulting,

This goes a long way beyond ns. But what
is the explanation ? Our passage is the ex-
planation, whether we can speak out of our
experience or not. Perhaps for the moment
that is not the question, because we are feeling
thoroughly ashamed of ourselves already ;
we are not standing up to this at all ; the more
we think about it the more we shall feel how

" gmall and contemptible we are alongside of

this man. Well might we regard ourselves as
grasshoppers beside this giant. But whether
or not we feel that we understand something of
Paul, and we can in measure stand alongside
of him, we look for the explanation of that
which is so much more of triumph than the
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best of us know. Whatt is it ? It is the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus.

The know ofChnri'ait'toknowClm“Mas
He may be ; to know Christ as He is
open to bekmmtoknowClmstasHe

desires to make Himeelf known ; that is the
explanation, and Paul had come into that in
large measure. He is & ing this, in other

wordss: It is possible to in such
& Way that, ouhtgmgmmh you
Jese e that is precious in bhls gr

the eyes men, you have someth

and to go on with, it is posgible
éﬂnm that no matter how many
be the forms of suffering, how deep the
su ring may be, how inexpl icable some ex-
ces may be, how continuous, right on
the end, the adversitly may be, yet that
knowledge of Christ is something which keeps
you above, and well above, that you are not
submerged. Although these mi
sorrow, and suffering, and adversity may throw
their weight against you, they break ; but they

do not break you, they brezk on you. It is
possible to know Christ like that. That is
what he is saying, if we understand him aright.
Miost of us will have to confess that too
often the problem has shaken us, the suffering
has brought clouds of questionings and doubts
into our heawtts; we have not stood up to it
like this. Butourob]ectlsnot]usttosee
Paul doing this thing, neither is it to measure
ourselves to a disadvantage at the side of Paul,
but it is to see that Paul’s Christ is aurChmt
and what was possible to Paul is possible to
us, and Christ i3 the same yesterday, and today,
and for ever; He is a Christ Who is knowable

in exactly the same way as Paul knew Him.

The Secret of this Knowledge
There are twe oF thres things te be said
that up. TH@ﬁfeﬁIiﬁ’é § aﬁdit isa
very §i¥518 thi g and 3 yeh, & BI’E%E all, the Yery

asaPefsem,,a neiasad&s»me a ereed
a theelogy. ,Iweﬁdefqviv?« tefasi
that eur tremendeous lne edge a eut chmt
ouf tremendeus destinel

to lead us ifte tFiy ) Iaﬂiﬁgt’éa E@EHE
in semething of this trivmph

that was abeut Paul, d@@§ f that it
is something which is net @m@t seﬁally

%ith Whi:git we g@fe kgeeupied and taken
e are ow Christ ur@ly a
book knowledgg. and a Cail‘ermeep lmowl%
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seas of

an address knowledge, an historic lnmmlbxim
that reslly, apert from our Comferemsss, ou
books, our studies, our addresses, and all tlhese
thmgs, in the secret place, in the secret history
back of it all, we are not living on Chwist Him-
gelf, andloutfromchwm and knowing Christ,
So much of our Chwistian life is a matter of
teaching, of things about Him.,

We recognise the simplicitty of that word
but we are quite sure that you understand
whet we meem, because you have knovm a
a very gresk deasl about Chwist in dlodrm,
then you have discovered something of the
Lord Himself, and you have dlscovered the
tremendous difference. There is nothing more
uplifting than to come into a ex-
H‘pﬁeﬂse of the Lerd, a knowledge of the Lord,

living way t@havecm%tmiﬁiaefedte
ufheaﬂ:bythe Hely Spirit. Then you
dissevef that there is there whieh
i§ mafs than all yeur suffering, and which
wﬁsﬂﬂ wefm whﬂs aﬂe! whieh rebs

?ﬁ%ﬁ QH mt s e iﬁ b%t"'
Eﬂﬂi@ HB HW %ﬁ %8 m%ﬂe éﬁ !'
- h @gﬂ%&*’

Orb'wo:) e'_'_‘

We are quite help less when we try to explain
that. Thsf. is just where you come to a stand-
still. If you are going to give an address on
samephaseoftrulth,, can get on with it,
but when youcometotryandexplmn()hmt
reveal Clmnist, uncover Christ, impautt Christ,
you can on‘l’y talk about Hlm, say things that
you see. You cannot make people appreciate
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it. There is something to bo done in their
heartts. Anybody who knows leaps to it
and says: I know a little of what you are
talking aboutt! Yes, I know Chwiitt; I know
what Christ canm be : I am coming more and
more to know what Paul meant. If you
doubt that this was the explanation of Paul's
triumphant joy, read the letter to the Philip-
pians once more, and you will have to meet
the name of Christ fifteen times in the ffirst
chapter only; and predominances anywhere
are al significant. They at least indicate
what the thing is about. And so you find that
the answer to the question as to hew Paul
was triumphand in the midst of sueh a history,
you sigly sa%f it is Christ. 1 eannot go
beyond that. I ean enly say that that Chwst
can be the same tg yau and te me. There is
something there of reality:

How is Christ going to become our Christ
livingly ? In what way shall we come to the
same pogition as Paul, the excellen the
super-eminence of the knowledge of ?
There are two ways. Shall we say, there are
two sides to one way. There is our side, and
there is the Lord’s side. There are always
those two ways. Those two ways held good
in the case of this man, and they hold good
in our case. The way to the transcendent
knowledge of Christ is for us the same as it
was for the Apestle Paul. Led me say, before
I indicate that twefeld way—e6F, tha deuble-
sided way—that it 15 net seme mental visien
of Chrst in Persen that we are abekt.
1t is Christ Himself be@ammg resident within
6uF being:

That would take a long time to explam
A mam's writings as a rule indicate a man’s
knowledge, and his expenence or what is
most real to that man. Now if you take up
the writings of Paul, these letters of his, you
can see that there is a predominating note in
every ane of his letters, and that predominating
note has to do with some feature of Chuiist,
something which Christ is to the believer.

Life in Chwrist..

What is the predeminent nete of the Reman
letter; that which Ch¥ist besemes to

the
believer as preeminently 6t fofth i the lettef

of Paul to the Romans? It is life! That
around which everything eireles th@fe is:
* The of sin is death the ef

wages
God is eternal life threugh Jesus
And there are two sides to the letter. Thefe

is the death side of the letter to the Romams:
* Beadl im andl sims™ Alll have
gsinned, and all have, therefore, died. That
is the universsll verdiict—sim andl death ; one
half of the letter to the Romams. The other
half is life through niighteousmesssim Climigtt; and
Paul's note of triummpln, so far as the whole
of that letter is concerned, is : *“ There is there-
fore now no condemnation to them that are
in Chwist Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of
life in Clwist Jesus made me free from the
law of sin and of death.”” So that it is Christ
our life, because He has dealt with the sin
?uestion, and br righteousness i for us.
t is life ; and Paul entered very livingly into
the meaﬁiﬁ of that. His whole history gave
him a ve g@@d bﬂ@k%f@hﬂiw for apprecisting
" ﬁ@ ff you hadl HV@@I a8 a8
Jew, under the law, and beeﬁ shhitten every
6gﬂye m&y that law, yeu weuld have
f@j@l in ihe that the law was get rid ef
of the wag and that yeu eeuld tie
mstead ef having a swerd hanging ever y@ur
head all the time That is ag livin
that ﬁﬁ?@f@?‘é&!ﬁwﬁ% Paul sess the whele
of that grownd of fear done away in the Cress
of the Lord Jesus, and the swerd dismrissed.

Love in Chwist.

From the Romam letter you pass to Corin-
thians, and in the Carintfiicans you have a
situation calculated to provoke—1 was going
to say, the greatest saing. Read the first
Corinthian letter again, and see how a Saul of
Tarsus would stand up to that situation.
See what they say abeut hifh and against him.
See hew they behave after he has spent se
mueh energy upen them. See their aktitude
i R
3 EB@ES, ua:ef ahd terFible Hais-

é fﬁﬂﬂ | £he

o "%‘ﬁ% 3 zy% P b ek Eg(ew wlan%
jE“ st @mi% 1g ik BV b“

Bl

EV@ he 8 iF:

ﬁ

'aﬁ

%ﬁ'&% iRt @ eésﬁes of $he fobst mmly
gg ﬁg f 8ﬁ§ denials

ahge Has taken iR ?aulll wmtt a
different man, te a situatien en that
greund of leve! “Leve . . . taketh ne
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account of evil” * Love suffereth long, and
is kind . . . doth not behave itself unseemly
. . . Love never faileth.”” This is a different
man from the man you met on the Damascus
road! And when you know that something
like that has happened in you, when you
recognise that Christ has made that difference,
Christ is very, very precious. Such a knowledge
of Christ is worth having, and worth suffering

for.
Liberty in Christ.
Pass from Corinthians to Galatians, and
you know the note: ‘‘ Our liberty in Christ.”
Christ has liberated, emancipated, set us free.

Strength in Christ,

From Galatians you' pass to Ephesians.
‘What is Ephesians ? * The exceeding greatness
of his power to usward.” It is Christ our
strength.

Joy in Christ.

From Ephesians you pass to Philippians,
and there you have: “ Rejoice in the Lord
alway.” Christ our joy.

Fulness in Christ.
From Philippians into Colossians.
it is Christ our fulness.

Hope in Christ. .

Then you finish with Thessalonians. What
have you here ? That you sorrow not as those
who have no hope, that Lord is coming. When
everything of this earth is breaking up and
going, that is not the end. He is coming,
Christ our hope !

Christ was all that in a living way to Paul ;
that is, Christ was set over against the other
background. It was what Christ was. Christ
becoming something in the life, and becoming
the very life of the life, the very love of the
life. It is the imparting of Himself, so that
He becomes in us what %{e is in Himself,

What is the way to this knowledge ? On
the one hand there is our side, and I think
the answer is just here in Philippians i. 21 :
“For me to live is Christ.”” How will you
know Christ in fulness ? How will you know
Christ as He can be known ? Only on this
basis, that for you to live is Christ. What
does that mean ? Paul went into Arabia for
three years after he met Christ on the way to
Damascus, and during those three years he
had ample time in solitude to face the implica-

There
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tions of his new relationship; and for him
it became perfectly clear in the course of three
solitary years that it was going to cost him
everything. All these issues of Philippians
iii, were faced out then. For him it became
simply and ultimately a matter of life and
death. It meant this: Everything that I
have on this earth, in this world, has got to be
held for the Lord, for Christ, and if in the
course of my relationship to Him all or any of
these things have got to go, then I settle that
now. If it means suffering, persecution and
death itself, I come there .now, accept it all,
so that for me to live will not be home, family,
friends, reputation, acceptance, influence, but
if it means none of these things at all, the loss
of all things, then the very nlotive of my being
in this world will be none of these things, but
Christ, Christ the dynamic of life! In other
words, Paul would say : For me to be on this
earth simply means Christ! I will accept
what He may give with gratitude! If He
gives something, or allows me to retain some-
thing here, I will be grateful for it, but if all
has to go then it does not make any difference,
Christ is the object, the dynamioc, the motive
of my being on this earth, and only Christ !

When we have settled things like that, when
it is really brought to that conclusivene:s of
issue that for us to live is Christ, then the Lord
has a very open way to become everything to
us. Is it not true in our case that too often our
relationship to the Lord, our Christian life,
being Christians, bringing us into difficulty,
resulting in suffering, has led us to stand still
or draw back for a minute, and say : Ah, well,
I did not expect that it would mean this! Ido .
not know that I am prepared for that! Some-
thing like that has very often happened with us,
has it not ? Suffering the loss of all things, is
easy language, but rea]%y onlﬁ & man who has put
everything once and for all into the balances
can know Christ in fulness, utter fulness, and
say : I suffer the loss of all things for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Christ !

It just means this : the utterness of Christ to
us requires our utterness for Him. If we are
holding anything instead of Christ, apart from
Christ, contrary to Christ, we are limiting our
own knowledge of Christ.

That is one side, our side : ““ For me to live
is Christ.” We have failed, we have broken
down, in this matter. And yet our hearts are
bent and set uﬂon one thing (I trust they are),
that when we have passed this way, which we

C
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pass only once, the eternal verdict will be that
our having lived was Christ. It is a solemn
thing to bring into view : 1 am passing this way !
What is going to be the effect of my having
passed this way when I have passed  Unto
what have I lived ¢ What will the endi off my
life represent as the result of my years ¥ What
will eternity show, andi what will time show as
to the value of my having gone this wayy

From this time mayy the Lord putt into our
hearts a deep amdi intense purpose that the
verdict shall be: Christt! He lived, and this
living was Christt! She lived, amdi hex living
was Christt!

When we are utter for the Lord like that
it gives the Lord the opportunity off the other
side. Paul spoke of it to the Ephesians. He
says he prayed for them that the eyes of their
heart might be enlightened that they, being
rooted amd! grounded im love, might be strong
with alll saints to apprehend the breadth, aund
length, and height, and depth, and to know tthe
knowledge-suipassing love of Christ. That is
only another phrase for the super-eminence
ef the kn of Christ. “ the @yrss of your
heart beifg enlightened.” ‘' That he would
gii\ve yow a spirit of wisdem and! revelation in
th de knowlkdpe of him.” Thefe 1s the Divine
side.

I 8 sures that iffohe Rurian sitis it

and there is uttermess for the Lord, the Divine
side will be alll rightt; butt between the two
there comes a test, there comes a point where the
whole issue off life is focused upon ome full-
orbed decision : Am I going to be im this world
with ampy interests of my own whatewer, or is it
going to be, no matter what it costs and what
the way mayy be, Christ # That is very affien
headed upin a practical test ; notr & memtizl tests,
not whether the Lord asks us to s#y a thing,
but to do it ; amdi everything as to our know-
ledge of Christ im fulness hangs upon am act,
sometimes one actt which commits ws.

We mayy recognise the implications; ostra-
cism, persecution, defaming, misrepresentation,
suspicion, loss of influence, loss of reputation,
loss of place, launched outt im a way im which
comparatively few will go with us;, im which we
shall be misunderstood. That maw be the wayy
of the challenge of the Lord, and of His highest
interests. The question iss: Are we going to
stand back and say, No, I cannot go that way !
Or is it going to be : * For me to live is Christ " ?
If so, and we putf that inte the required aet, we
shall know the excelleney of Christ, and have the
most exeellent kn of Christ; Chfist
exeelling. May 1t be se with us 41!

T. A.-S.

Conferences for this Summer

If the Lord Wills

CHRISTIAN FErLOwsHIP CENTRE
13, Honor Osalk Road,

London, S.E.23.

June 8th. - xoth. (Wthiitsum).

August 3rd. - §th.

Aug. 31st. - Sept. 1st.

CHRISTIAN FEULOWSHIP
CENTRE,

Kiilcreggan, Helensburgh,

June 15th. - Zustt.
July 13tih. - 19th.
August 17th. - 23rd.
Sept. 14th. - 16th. (Weekend),

Sept. 21stt. —23ndi. (Weskend)).
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The City which hath Foundations

Meditations on the Spiritual Background of Jerusalem.

REapiNGg : Hebrew xi. 10 ; Ezekiel v. 5.

OvuRr object is to see that because Jerusalem
is 8o closely related to God, indeed has heen
brought into being by Him, her values must be
preeminently spiritual and Divine. Back of
ber history there lie those elements which are
not of this world, nor are they merely of time,
but are heavenly and eternal.

The Land of Syria.

Before we can consider the city particularly
we must view the land as a whole, because very
largely the city is the concentration of the
features of the land. We note that in Hebrews
xi. the city which hath foundations is closely
related to the heavenly country (verses 10, 18),
80 that what is true of the city 18 but the con.
centration of .the country. That is an im-
portant thing to bear in mind as we go on.

We will note several of the relationships of
the land.

Firstly, the relationship of the land fo the
rest of the world. Syria has been of greater
significance to mankind, both spiritually and
materially, than any other single country in
the world. ‘

We observe first its centrality. It stands
between Asia and Africa, between the two
%rimeval homes of man, the valley of the

uphrates and the Nile ; also between the two
%reat centres of empire, Western Asia and

gypt ; one side represents the Eastern and
ancient world, the other side the Mediterranean
as the gateway to the Western and modern
world. :

Secondly, we note the connection between
Syria and Arabia. Syria is at the Northern end
of the Arabian world. Arabia was the cradie
of the Semites. The Semites went out in four
directions : (1) to Ethiopia (2) to Egypt via
the isthmus of Suez (3) to Mesopotamia through
the Arabian Desert (4) to Western Syria via
the Jordan. More than in any other direction
these Semites have gravitated toward Syria,
and we kiiow of their coming into that land in
two special ways, in the case of Abraham from
Mesopotamia, and Israel (the Hebrews) from
Egypt. -

No. 1

Thirdly, the relationship of the land fo Asia,
Africa and Europe. We note that the oldest
road in the world, from the Euphrates to the
Nile, which is still used (although no longer a
camel caravan, having given. place to motor
transport) runs through Damascus, through
Galilee, the Plain of Esdraelon, - down the
maritime Plain of Palestine, through Gaza to
Egypt. '

Fourthly, the nations and peoples of the
earth who have had to do with Syria. There is
a tremendous catalogue of these., This land
has been either the objective or the actual
dwelling-place, or the battle-field, of all these
nations, mostly the dwelling-place. The Hittites
came South from Asia Minor, and the Ethiopians
came North from the conquest of the Nile.
Here is the list of nations: the Hittites, the
Ethiopians, the Scythians, the Babylonians, the
Persians, the Moslem invasion, the Turks, the
Mongols, the Greeks, the Romans, the Arabs,
the Crusaders, Napoleon, and finally the Allies.
All these have had special interest in this little
country, so that it is quite clear that Syria has
occupied a very important place in the history
of this world.

Then we note one or two details as to the
land itself. The length of the land is about
four hundred miles in all, with a width varying
from eighty to one hundred miles, bounded by
the sea on the west, Mount Taurus on the north,
and by the Desert on the east and south. The
name *‘ Syria *’ is short for * Assyria.” The
name was originally applied by the Greeks to
the whole of the Assyrian Empire from the
Caucasus to the Levant. Then that Empire
gshrank to this side of the Euphrates, and
ﬁnal?v to the present limits which we have
noted. Palestine is only a part of Syria,
defined by the Greeks the Southern part of
Syria, including Judea.

The country is broken by mountain ranges,
so much so as never to have been brought
together under one government. There is the
triple barrier against the Desert, firstly the
Jordan Valley, secondly the Western Range,
and thirdly the Eastern Range ; and four lines

D
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can be drawn down the land markimg distinct
features, firstly there is the sea plain, secondly
the Western , thirdlly the Jordan and the
Jordan Valley, fourthly the Eastern range.

We now turn to note the spiritual instruction
which comes to usfirammthe historic.

I The Canxtnadiiyy of Ferusalem.

That which we have just noted shows how
central that land, and very lar that city,

has been geographically, histori , and—as
we shall yet see more fully—spirithaslly, in the

history of this world. If you want to be im-
pressed with the centralidy of the land and
of the city geographically, all you have to do
is to take a of the w and put your
gemﬂ upon Syria, then draw a line in eve
irection to the end of the world, and you will
findl that your lines are almost equal in length
to the ends of the earth fromn Syria. Juiusalem
is etﬂhg centre, preity well the centre of the whole
werld.
The centrality of this coumtry is tremen-
dously impressive, and when you add to the
ical centraliity the historic centrality,
and see how all the way through history all the
nations of the world have been attracted toward
that point, have been interested in that, in
some way or other have been related to Syria,
that n is an impressive thing. But when
you add to the geographical and the historical
the religious, or, better still, the spiritmsll, and
see that in the main it is because God in some
way is related to that cenirsl point, then the
sighificance goes much further, and becomes
very fuch more impressive, Surely this is
net just a natural thing, this is not mormal,
there is semething abeut this which speaks of
wider issues than merely a few miles of Syrian
_§811i 8 "of tRis earih as semething in

itself! 1t 18 the arena ef the great amph-
Ei@ﬁ‘éf% where Ged has bBeen werks __euipm
Story & arama Wit E,Ei%ﬁl_ﬁi 6ahnee,
8 o the W things Whieh are net
0 eﬁams oF of the eafth, eﬁsﬁemﬁz
ahd Bf heaven. 9%3% Fisaiem), iR 18
vefy first plaes; spealss of eantrality.

The Anti-Type—The New Jarusalem.
Turning firomthe historic Jerusslem, the type,
to the anti-type, the a:riﬂiﬂmﬂl Jerusalenn of
the Book of the Revelation and elsewhere, we
know that that feature is revealed to be the
frsit tiiiing) actio tt tiive ey Jerssdbemwhiihh
is the Church. Take two things, for instance,
which are said about the New m.

Firstly, that the nations shall walk in the
thereof, and shall bring their glory into it
evelation xxi. 24 and 26)). If we bear in
mind that the New Jerusalem is not just a geo-
graphical thing, it is the Church, then the
is seen ultimately to be in a central
place to all the rest of the world. It occupies
that point with all the nations round about
related thereto. Just as the historic Jernssliam
occupies that central place geographically and
historically, so in a spiritusll way the Church
ultimately will be at the centre of God’s uni-
verse, and everything will be toward it and as
from it. It will be central, the nations and
the kings all moving to and from it, all the
klﬁgloms of this world recognising the Church
as the universel metropolis.

Secondly, it is said that the New Jamsalem
has on its four sides three gates (Revelation
xxi. 13), and “ the city lieth foursquene’
(verse 16{. * Four ” is the number of creation,
the whole crestion. The whole crestion is

epresented by the City. On each of the four
sides of the City there are three gates. That
fheans there is eguality in all directions. If
the City were represented as being right te one
side of the werld!, it would net need three gates
on that Back side, 1ts gates would be in the
other three direeiions, but if three gates are
egually en every side it surely feans that what
lies between those gates is egual. WExasryithing
speals of centralify in the Chureh.

All that that means has yet to be seen and
worked out, but we want in the first place to
get the City set, we want to see what the place
and position of the Church iB intended to be,
and when that is recognised we can understizmdi
the many-sided activity of the enemy to destroy
the Church, we can understand that aspect of
Jerusalef's histery which is Bo ¥¢a with
eentest, conflict, dispute, siege, assault. What
d tremendeus history Jeruselem hes hadi!
Well might the Psalmist urge that we should

ray for the peace of Jerusslem\ There has

n goed reasen to pray for the of
Jerusdlem, for Jerusalenn has knewn a share of
tﬂgtélaﬂﬁﬁ fhere than afy other spet en this
earth.

That is suggestive and significant, and carries
its own spiritugll meaning. Whett a history
the Church has had! What a history the true
gpiritual people of Godl have of conflict. Well
might the Lord have said to His own true ones ::
“ Im the worlidl ye shalll have tribuldtigon. .. *
(John xvi. 33). To come really into a living

i
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relationship with Christ as a vital part of His
Church means to come into the conflict of all
the ages, to the realm of ceaseless conflict
But there is a reason, and the best of all reasons,
for when once Jerusalem is set, comes down
from God out of heaven, and is set in its place
at the centre of the universe, no other power
will be able to lift itself against it. That Church
is destined to occupy that place of centrality
and supremacy in Christ throughout all the
ages yet to be. Not least of the many-sided
activities of the enemy has been his effort to
set up a false Church, an imitation Church, &
counterfeit Church.

More will be-said about that as we go on,
but we have laid down our first principle, and
seen the first feature of the Jerusalem which
is above as to God's thought for her.

We pass to the second feature :

II. The Heavenliness of Jerusalem.

We go back to the first movements of which
we know in the relationship of God to Jerusalem.
These movements began with Abraham. There
is & sense in which we could say that Abraham
was the father of the City of God. The Word
says of him that ‘‘ he looked for a city.” Some-
how (it is not recorded how) he came to look
for a city related to God. There is nothing
which tells us that God spoke to him about the
city, but here is the statement clearly made that
“he looked for a city....whose builder and
maker is God ”’ (Hebrews xi. 10). Somehow he
came into the quest for a city related to God,
of which God was the Architect (for that is the
literal word) and Maker. That surely means
that the City would take its form and character
from God. If God is the Architect and Maker
then the thing made, designed, would take its
character from Him. Thus Abraham looked
for something which was an expression of the
thought and will of God, which was the result
of Divine activity, a City.

What was the first step toward that City ?
We are told by a man who is said to have been
full of the Holy Ghost, Stephen : “ The God of
Glory appeared unto our father Abraham ™
(Acts vil. 2). That was the first step in re-
lation to the City which was to be the ex.
pression of God’s thought. From that point
the Divige asspciation with Jerusalem has
always been as with what is in the world, and
yet outside of it. The God of glory mever
did attach Himself to anything of this earth
wholly after the fall. He tcok up something,
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and made it an illustration of something else
which was not of this earth at all, and from the
point when the God of glory appeared unto
Abraham God’s association with Jerusalem
was always, has always been, as with that
which, while being in the world is yet outside
of it. We emphasise this, that God’s associa-
tion with it has been on that wise. We mean
this, that when God associated Himself with
Jerusalem He only did so when Jerusalem
stood true to His thought as something in
the world and yet outside of it. When Jerusa-
lem failed to maintain that principle and be-
came associated with the world God forsook
it. God’s association was only on the ground
that it was outside of the world while in it.
This is made very clear, both positively and
negatively ; positively as Jerusalem expressed
the Divine thought of a Heavenly City and
maintained separation from the world, God
associated Himself with Jerusalem. Nega-
tively ; whenever Jerusalem failed or ceased
to express that Divine thought, God withdrew.
So that we have it, on the contrary, showing
what God’s mind was, that the derk history
of Jerusalem, destruction, suffering, and being
forsaken, is a very strong proof and evidence
that God will not associate Himself with, to
uphold, to maintain, anything which does not
express. His thought as being entirely heavenly
although here on this earth. That is a very
important thing in our consideration.

Features in the Lite of Abraham,

Turning again to Abraham we shall see
that Abraham was the inclusive type of the
City. In order to follow that out we take this
principle of heavenliness and trace the heavenly
features in the life of Abraham. If Abraham
is being spiritually constituted according to
God’s thought for the City because he is the
father of the City, then you expect to see the
features of the City running right through
Abraham’s life, and this feature of heaven-
liness is not difficult to trace in the life of
Abrasham. We will trace it in eight respects.

1 Heavenly Vision. .

“The God of glory appeared unto our
father Abraham ” (Acts vil. 2). That is
heavenly vision, In the New Testament we
should call it Divine revelation, God revealing
Himself. What is the Church? It is the
place in which God is revealed, the place of
heavenly wvision. The Church is the em-
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bodiment of the revelation of Godl in Chwist.
The Church has to be the sphere in which
men and women come to a knowledge of God,

an ever growing knowledge of Gedl The
set order of things and ge through a form.
The Chuireéh is the plage in whi@h ere abides
as semet slaifﬂiﬂ to be the
to be the aseiﬂwm@hlthefe 1saﬂylieg
g

galls ch,” and when it faﬂs m these
Divine f@ﬁ%ﬁf% $§

lace of the fsvei eh e
E“‘é%% B %e ? %
GQHHHHB% % 9% IQP? FBH
% H@ §tt ihfee {% EVT
and to know that Church. Do we know what it
is to be where Godl is showing Himself, making
again and again and again, the Godl of glory
appearing DagAre you agble to say that from
belmg;the(:‘adiofglorylsap » So
often our hearts have warmed in tzarea ation
feature which was foundational to the life of
Abraham is also foundational to J=rusalem,
law of the Chuiréh.

II. Separution from Earth.

Chuieh is net just something to carry out a
the living unveiling of Gedl, ust as soon
gm% G{iluféh geases
unveilin e? Ged it ceases to be
Wiﬁndfm B
o, B @&% e%
ESﬁﬁéd §e be the
Itisa gmmdi thing to belong to that Church,
Himself known, where we get so y,
week to week in t.he Church to which you
that the Lord is shewing Himselff to us. That
both earthly and heavenly. It is a governing
Because of the revelation from heaven there

is the 6onsequ uenat and essential separation
from earth. “The*God of glory appeared to
Abraham when he was i Ur of the Chaldees.”

What was the resulf ? * Get thee gui of thy
seuﬂtfy, and from thy kindred . . . > (Genesis
Xii, 1), 374 he went oid. Where from P His
werld, m§ fAative werld, his eld weml,, all the
weﬂd ef nature, the werld of natural BiFh
the world of natural relationship, the werld
of natural interests. He went ouwd, and every-
thing had te be new. It was sepmaiean.
That was hammered out through long
centuries for Jerusslerm. Go through the
Word with * Jerusalem ** again, and see how
God continuously appeals for Jerusalem to be
clean, to be separate, to be holy, to have no
relationships with the countries roumd about,

to stand as for Godl in the midst of the nations,
and Jerusalem's terrible tragedy—the tragedy
which is told in the sobs of prophets one after
another—is the tragedy of lost separation.

That is the tragedy of the Church. We see
God's thought by the very tragedy of the
Church’s history. Youw cannot violate God’s
thoughts for His people and have anything but
a tragic mﬂ Whett the Charch needs to
realise so is its heavenly relationship,
calling for an et seqpaasioon ffoom the warid),
in arder that God may wholeheartedly associate
Himself with it.

HI. Heavenly Citizenship.

** For he locked for the ciity wihiich hathh the
foundations, whose builder (Architect)» and
maker is Qod ™ (Hebrews xi. 10). Where did
he find it ? He never found it on this earth
at alll! When we turn to Hebrews xi. we find
that Abraham did see something a long, lon
waly off, and hailed it. The Lord Jesus sald:

* ... .Abrehem rej to see my dhay.. .
(John viil. 56). He saw faith. ‘* By faith
Abraham, when he was called, o .and
he went out....” (Hebrew xi. 8). "‘Ilhese

all died in faith, not having raeivedd...”
gerse 13). His cltlzenshlp was not a citizen-
ip of this earth at all, it was a heavenly citizen-
ship. The New Testament makes that per-
fectly clear. The true seed of Abraham are
the believers (not the Jews) who areflinkeiwiiin
the Jerusalern which is above, ** which is the
mother of us all 7 (Gelletistmns iv. 26). That is
how Paul puts it. So the Apostle says: ** Forr
our citizenship is in heamn fronn wheﬂee also
we wait for a Seviouwr....” (Philippiam ii. 2)).

IV. A Pilgrimn and a Stranger.
As umg) closely with that, and corre-
sponding with that, we are told that Abraham
in the landl was as a pilgriny and a stianger,
dwelling in tents, havihg no part in the land,
being ih the land a strangef, 1s not that a
feature of heavenliness ? Pilgriims and strangers
here, But where, then, do we belong ? Peter
in writing his letter says ; * BRI bdaesatch
you as strangers and pillgtims...” (1 Peter
ii. 11), belonging to the eaveﬁly eoumtfy with
the heavenly citizenship.

V. No Earthly Patronage nor Rewands.

No patronage nor rewmfdh; fromn this world
for Abraham. Though he may do service in
the interests of ceriain rig hteous ciples,
and in so doing his service may be of value to
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those in this world (and who shall say that the
spiritual service of the Lord’s e on this
earth has not meant some value to this world,
even to this ungodly world ? The Lord onl
knows what the world would be without His
people in it) Abraham said, No! to those of

this world, of the cities of Sodom and Gomomedn,
who had derived some benefit from its activity,
would patronise himm. Abraham still stands
outside.
of the Devil, to make something of the service
of the of Godl on this earth, to confer
them something here on this earth aumongst
You wﬂlgﬁotiee that so often when these
made, and this recognition is granted, and
these de%apmms are given, there is a farewell to
58341
real spikitual value of that lifs. The trage edy of
a real valualals seFvant of Ged, whe was
S 5 et 2
ﬁﬁféevm L tHa wa%t
that | i@% e reee!
3 18H, preterenee
it World ggﬁﬁ S
e?gﬁﬁhégﬁ{ﬁﬁﬂ is 6§§SHB é‘iﬁ%@ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%
Abraham had to learn that lesson in a very
hard school. His life is manrall by a terrible
by natural means and methods and coutses
to realise Divine ends. The world today holds
Islam, look at Ishiieel, and you ave the full
g:;omh of that fatal mistake of Abraham when
natural lines. Heavenly le may not do
that. A heavenly Chuich may not do that.
to accomplish its Divine mission by worldly
means, by natural resources and energies. Its
all. For the heavenly thing no resources of
energies of natutre are permissible.
I am thinking of Isaac. Isaac came even-
tually, and came through Sarah. There is an

when they would offer him some rewendl and
That has been one of those deeply laid snares
upon them recognition, titles, position, to make
prefermmts take place, and these gifts are
the Guiell nete, there is an end of the
of God in a8 §piﬁwl way and
that Vﬂlﬁs W&ﬁ H en this VS!;{@ aﬂgd
VL No Naturzll Resourses nor Emengjiss.
mark and scar, when he broke down and tried
that scar in a8 most tertible w Look at
turned to realise a Divine purpose along
The Church has tried to do that. 1t has tried
tragedy 8 clear. Its weakness is manifest to
VIL “No merely Earthly Fruit for God.
earthly link in the case of Isaac, though by a
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Divine intervention, though by a heavenly
power. But Godl will sever that earthly link,
God will cut clean in between what is of heaven
and of earth, and take Isaac to death. And
who csn raise the dead but God ? Siesimg) them
that only God can raise the dead, what is raised
from the dead is all of Guill. So Gadl will have
rI'-Ion link with earth, even though it may be for

Very often Godl causes some of His heavenly
purpose to be borm in a humem heart, a purpose
of God borm in the heart of a man or & woman,
In the course of time that man or woman takes
that heavenly vision and it in some way
becomes thei visiamn: for Gadl, yes, but theirs |
It is a terrible thing to interfere with somebody
who has 8 heavenly vision whith they have got
ifem the Lerd, So often they become the most

spiky people that you have to deal with. Yes,
they have a visien frem the Lord, they have a
sense of 6all from the Lord, and they are holdi Odg
that Eﬁmg for the Lerd. That is uite go

1tt h‘t]t

d iE it
iR HimseH elean

iG Hﬁé 9 aﬂd it 1§ as theugh

{ 8 HSVSF ¥ Vi§i9ﬂ BESE & aﬁ %hat, they
iBH ded. Ged

&f Hew ﬂ; seﬂ §ma§nea

Qgeﬁq 55%?;? 83 %Qbiéefﬂié?@%

Pefh Abfelmmx eri was, even though
he hsd got Isaac by a mimale, to make Isaac
his, dear to his own heart, to make Isaac his
owin; and Ged kiid, in effeet, No, Abraham,
e earth ties, even in Divine things! This
thing is utterly of M, and nothing of you !
It 15 Bo easy to bﬂﬁg G@@”’s grest purpose
within the ass of seme human nsrumean-
tality, to be very eeneerned maybe for world
evaﬁgelisaﬂ@n, but it must be through @ur
Missisi! That is taking held ef pur-

and thera private F
od will Aet have that if the thing is going to
reslise His full end, if He is going to wholly
commit Himeel to it.
VIH. No Place in the Heavenly for the Hand
of Man.

Nothing of man must have any place, hold

or prer ve in that which is of heaven. I
am t of the tomb at . You
remember that Sarah died, Abraham,
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who had good standing in the country, sought
a place of burial for his wife, for himself and
his seed, and the cave of Machpelah was proved
to be the very place. He offered to buy i,
but the men who owned it offered it to him
free, they well nigh besought him to accept it
a8 a present, but he would not have it cheaply,
he would have the full price weighed and
purchase it outright, so that no one should be
able to say: You got it cheaply, you really
owe us something, you really are in our debt,
we really have a claim over you! No! to the
last farthing he will buy it outright, no hand
of man shall be able to have a claim, never
shall it be possible for anybody of this world
to suggest that Abraham and his descendents
are under an obligation to them.

Do you see the working of the principle ?
No hand of mman, no rights as of this world in
the Church. Jerusalem which is above is
free, is free! This world has no claims there.
There is no other power which has any rights
there., The Church stands free in God ; but,
oh, look at the complications today, look at
the obligations, look ﬁow the Church has sold
itself to the world, and how the world has got
a grip and a hand, end it is saying, and has a
perfect right to say : You are under obligations
to us! That ia mot the Church according to
His thought.

All these are aspects of the one great truth of
heavenliness. y

The necessity for our time is for the Lord’s
people to come to-a spiritual understanding
of what heavenliness means. Only so can the
Church, the Lord’s people, know power.
am cerfain that the whole question of spiritual
power is bound up with heavenliness. The
Lord Jesus, Who is the land and Who is to be,
in all the essential elements of His being,
gathered up in the Church represented by the
City, said : * The prince of this world cometh,

and hath nothing in me.” (John xiv. 30).
What a place of power! What a place of
vietory !| What a place of a,scendency ! Imagine
it! *“The prince of this world "—with all
that he has (and he has a tremendous amount
in his hands. tremendous power),—*' cometh,
and hath nothing in Me.” (John xiv. 30).
“ Now shall the prince of this world be cast
out.” (John xii. 31). Those two things go
together, and it is because the Lord’s people
do not stand in that position that they cannot
cast out the prince of this world, they cannot
overcome him, he Aas so much power in the
midst of the Lord’s people because he has
ground, and the ground is this world. No
ground, therefore no rights. That is tremendous.
Oh, that God might get a people there.

Listen to this. ‘ The Jerusalem that is
above is free, which is the mother of ue all.”
(Gelatians iv. 26). ‘‘ And there appeared a
great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feet......
and behold a pgreat red dragon......and the
dragon stood before the woman......to devour
her child...... ” (Revelation xii. 1-4). Jerusalem
is our mother, The Church above is our
mother. But there is & man-child being born
out from the Church, our from the mother, a
man-child, and a great red dragon waiting to
devour, and that man-child caught up to the
Throne. What is that ? That is something
out of the general Church which is specific in its
overcoming power. That goes to the Throne.

The Lord is seeking to have at least out from
the whole Church a company of an entirely and
utterly heavenly nature, to govern, to rule, so
that the enemy is cast down and has no more
place in heaven.

Let us ask the Lord to teach us the meaning
of heavenliness. It is a tremendous thing in
the realisation of His end. T AS

Recently Out

‘In Touch with the Throne’

Meditations on the Prayer-Life
By T. A.-S.

Price : Cloth 1s. 6d. (Postage 2%d.).
40

Paper 1s. (Postage 13d.).
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The Eyes of His Glory

(Canitnusdd.) No. 3

Reapmves : Ezekiel i. 22-28.

Numbers xvi. 1-19, 30-35.
Leviticus ix. 23-24.
Luke iii. 21, 22.

1 Comiirthisans wiii.

1 Peter v. 1-6.

CHRIST is the fulness of the glory of God, and
in the measure in which Christ is found mrm?
the people of God anywhere, in that measure the
glory of God is there manifest.

The Spirit of Glory
It is clear from Leviticus ix. that where
Chwist in His fulness is manifested, as He was

typically in the whole range of those offerings,
there the glory of the Lord rests in its fulﬁess

So that in Leviticus ix. we have t eﬁ{&fﬂg
attesting Christ, and saying, in ere is
Christ set forth in fulness ; here is Mly glory!
We findithe glory of Godl itselfappﬁémt,
if you like, the eyes of His glory suddeﬂ
becoming evident, attesting all that which
approves. So the presence of the glory of the
Lord revealed is always God's way of sa

I am for this, andII am against that is
against this. So that, when we find in the
case of the Lord Jesus_cmm personélly here en
earth, heaven bresking forth in a manner
discernible to the senses of men, and a veice
saying: ‘“This is my beloved Son, if wheiﬁ
I am well pleased,’” we are just'iﬁed iﬂ sa

that it is the attesting by the eyes of ggg
that this ene is uttefly assef £@ ths hi

geed wge ?s?ﬂ 88 tsnaﬁ ea g8 hel it
Hs %66@1&48;4

{gg?%a% f‘ﬁ% %f %@é@%

o
W&é ms sxe& expressich g@%ﬁw ¥ iGH

In type, again m the Old Testament the same

tahm% is_expressed when Moses, speaking of
and to which Israel were going says:

“Threeyuqfthe Lord thy Gall are always

on it.”" The eyes of His glory are there all

time, as if to say: This is Mly beloved Son,

in Whom 1 am well pleased.

K ’éh&t is true in when we come to
ﬁh@ ine} em rd Jesus at His baptiem,

veiee from heaven attestin
gg@%ﬂ, ap?&tm Mmmmmfmmwm%
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it, the dove r: ing the anointing Spirit
restin pon Hiim, we come to this conclusion
that gﬁe expression of the glory of the Lord
and the g ee of the anointing Spirit are
virtually the same thing Peter in effect Bays
this when he writes : * . ...the Spirit of glory
and the Spirit ofGoniresteth upon

1 Peter iv. 14). The anointing Spmt xs
eaven's attestation that here is the glo
the Lord. So the coficlusion we reach is t at,
when we are speaking about the glory of the
Lord being revealed, we are in other words
affirmi e presence of the anointing of the
Spirit. Yeuw can immedistely gather that up
and say that every expression of the Spirit of
the aneinting, be it in a great and mighty way
oF in a little and apparently insigniﬂcant way,
is an expressien of the glory of the Lord.

Thus we reach the story of Korah in Numbers
xvl, It is worth while noticing just a point
before we cofe to that in detail. Immediately
after Lewtieus ix., in which we have the narra-
tive of the gaafg belﬁt% seen, where Christ is
typically set and the firefalls framinsexen,
we find two servants of God, Nadab and Abihu,
functioning in thelr realm, but in the
eourse of their fufictioning offering false fire
before the Lord, and the fire of God came out
and censumed them. This is a solemn thing
for the ehildren of Ged. Nadab and Abihu,
though they were if their proper realm, had
net i F %a the dsmaﬁds of the holiness
e WH!EH @gd drawn Righ. Here are

Eeims& RHSUME tgu g&ehue“s he aggetggz
i WIEH 6 deman §£¥1e it makes
uaea
Disputing the Sovereignty

The particular point in the case of Korah is
that he and his company challenged the anoint-
ing which rested upon Mioses and Aaron. [If

ulikete @ other w: u can say

at th teuahed the glery of God, which was
ideﬁti with Mieses and Aaren, and their error
a5 @ two-fold ene. In the Hirst instance, they
shalleaged the aneinting those who were
truly anointed ; and in the second instance,
they assumed for ﬂmﬁsem an anointing which
God never gave, and entered into the kealm
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of the operation of the anointing without having
its reality.

The primciples are the same. We may touch
that glory as u;]Jon another, or else get into the
range of that glory not in the bidding of God.
The effect is the same, you touch the ancinting
outside the will of Godi, and the inevitable
consequences follow

Notice what Korah said when making his
protest to Moses. He said, in effect, this:
You are taking too much upon yourselves
you are assuming a position which mrtually
makes you set yourselves up as better than the
restt; but all the Lord’s le are holy, there-
fore they are all entitled to what you are and
whet you have got! Kafah was Fight iﬁ
mamﬁg the deelafweﬂ that a eeHain state w

aFy i a lg; 8 ssats of H@liﬁ6§§ 11‘ £ha£
peaple wefe t:e £SF 1 £e E 8 fs@im divine
the aneinting is pet
sem@chia 8 ‘éﬂli@ aﬂé 1
dewn at theif

“ﬁz%
mam ef Ge eeaussath d@&i
QIL gy H@G§

ﬁﬁyBQ 9 i§ Eglg ) EBHE E C g%i
iﬂ QWSF 8968
EE? mg if we wel
Chlee Eﬁ%i g §@fv17
E at Suf W&i “
ngba{ BSQF s v §§ § E é
i8 HB éﬁ %BE ¥
anethti BGSH FSE@NS EE ﬁﬂ@iﬂﬂﬂg
E€§§€§
You find exactly that in Ezekiel. There at
the beginning is the vision of the glory, and

tlﬁen gtllle whole story of Ezgl;e] 8 v1s;:n is lcl)f
that glory removing stage stage from the
place of its first residence, Jeruszlem. You
are given to see the filthy state of things in
Jerusalem, and the glory withdrawing right
away. And then the end of Ezekiel is the glory

coming back taking up its dwelling place ;1:1
but this time ih a m IHeuseef :? ng
of Christ in every part. That is Eielkiel’s

whele story, that the glery of the Lerd is SSGKiﬁg
a dwelling place but 6an awell enly in a laee
suitable to its own ahafaat@r And the

of the anointing demands a state of chﬂst
ness, in aceord with its 6wh nature, in erder tha,t
it may rest anywhere. Andl sinee there is
nothing outside of Chwst HimBsH that ean
satisfy this conditien the enly greuhd iR us
for the anointing is en the of * CHvisyt

in me the hope of gloFy. 4 Thait is the basie
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condition of all anocinting. Lett us say again
that service under the anointing does not
depend upon our decision to take up this piece
of work, or our preference for this line of
things, and our decision to go in for it. That is
an entirely false—but unhappily very prevalent
—conception of Clwistian activity. But it is
not on that basis that the ancinting .
The all important point is that the anocinting
of the Spirit is enti within the contral of
the Sovereign Lord Himself. Just as at His
baptism the Lord was atteswl from heaven by
the Spirit, and the coming of that Spirit was
within the sovereign control of God the Father,
80 now teday wherever the Spiﬁt @f the
aneinting will rest upen any
He will 86 f@ﬁt bssause the Lerd me M@H in ths

Thfeﬂé; i§ the Ohe Whe SGH F8§
8 aﬁh

that undef-
petifed forth this ¥

Thus we come 1mmedmtely to 1 Corinthiians
xii. : .dividing to each one severally even
as he will” Eve hing is related to the

overnment of the in the Throne. Christ

s the Head of the Church, the Holy Ghast is
the Expressor of that Headship and the
anointed service of any man or woman will
have its measure and its value just in pmpmﬂim
as He Who is Sovereign Head chooses tio
anointing, and energy by the
that one.

So we reach the point where we have estab-
lished that it is the Lord, that Mim in the
Throne of blazing holiness (though it be of
grace), Who sovereignly is anointing a Mioses
and an Aaron, a Korah, a Bathan, and an
Abiram to their respeenve ministries. Andl if
Zou asked Mioses : Why are you whmtyou are »

e would say: I am what by the will of
Him Who appointed me. If you asked the
Lord Jesus : Why are You what You are? He
would say: “1 came....not to do mine own
will, but the will' of him thet sent me.* Iff you
say: How do You do Your work? He will
answer ; ' The Sen can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Father %” u
askaﬁysefvaﬁweféwwheis Mm
his Lerd: are yo Kgseafe ? Why
did you choose this aftieulaf of Christian
aetivity ? 1If he is wise and undefstandmg he

g, to

will s@y: 1 did net choose i¢! 1 did not choose
the Lord but He ehese me and a ted me.
Every tife we shall be brought to this

faet: * No man taketh the honour upon himialf]
bist he that is called of Godl as was Aarom.”
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The Hebrew letter attests Aaron as & called
one of God. It is the Man in the Throne
and the servant as heneath the Throne and
subject to its government, that is brought into
view, and that brings us to a number of points
that we want to stress,

Recognising the Divine Order

We could, of course, at this point be led into
a diversion of considerable dimensions, if we
were to stay to deal with what is the order
which that One in the Throne determines
should operate amongst His people. That
would bring in the whole question of the order
of the Church, as appointed by the Throne, not
as ordered by man. There is in Christendom
a Church order as commonly understood, but
does it bear any vital relationship to the order
of Him Who is in the Throne ¢ All true order-
ing amongst the people of God is an order by
the will of Him Who anoints, and Who appoints.
That is where Korah, of course, made his great
mistake. Korah comes to Moses and says:
You take too much upon yourselves, Moses and
Aaron! Did Moses and Aaron take it upon
themselves to be what they were ¢ * No man
taketh this honour upon him, but he that is
called of God as was Aaron.”

The first blunder Korah made was that he
assumed that somebody else was what they
were by self-appointment ; that they were what
they were by the mere setting up of themselves
to be it. He challenged the basis upon which
another man functioned in the service of God.

This brings us to a point of great solemnity.
In challenging the anointing under which that
man served, Korah and his company were
challenging the glory of God. In daring to put
their hand upon that man in His service they
were putting their hand out and touching that
Throne of terrible glory. The consequence of
their act was that virtually fire came out from
the Throne and consumed them. How dos-
perately solemn this is. We need not think
only of a Moses and Aaron who were fulfilling e,
‘supremely important spiritual ministry. You
may think in similar terms of somebody in the
humblest rank. Anointed service is not only
that of a preacher on a platform. It maylalso
be of a maid in a kitchen, or a bricklayer building
a wall, or a dustman removing the rubbish.
That one is what he is—if he is in the will of
God—by the appointment and anointing of the
One in the Throne. Challenge, therefore, the
spiritual anointing on the least child of God
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who is truly and humbly walking with the
Lord, and the effect is the hand put out against
the Throne in the glory. :
When Korah dig this the glory of the Lord
appeared to all the congregation. Those eyes
of glory have come on the scene again, and
they have said : You are not touching a man ;
you are touching Me and My glory, and the
Throne of holiness. This should seal our lips
against speaking evil of one another within
the family of God's people. Our lips should
be mute so far as speaking ill of one another is.
concerned. But take that out into so large a
realm as this in which Korah brought it, the
challenge of the anointing resting upon a
servant of God ; the only thing God can do is
sooner or later to answer by fire unless there
comes in repentance and recourse to the Blood
of Jesus. That is firstly, a terrible warning,
and secondly, a tremendous encouragement.
It brings us, of course, to this conclusion, that
by the grace of God we will never touch another
in the realm of the anointing, even by a word.
But, blessed be God, if another should dare
to touch us in that realm; we can remember
that they have not touched wus, they have
touched the eyes of His glory, for He said:
“ He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple
of his eye.” That is for our consolation.
What, then, is to be our attitude in the day when
another does touch us, either by evil speaking;
concerning us, or by opposing himself to us ?
Shall we match his methods with similar ones ?
Remember that the eyes in the glory have
taken all into account, have regarded it, and
One Whose eyes are as a flame of fire has said :
“ Vengeance is mine : I will repay.”” There is
‘consolation as well as solemn warning in a
thought like that. -

The Essential Anointing

If the anointing from the Head is essential
to service, and brings in the glory of God, then
any service which is not thus anointed cannot
be to His glory. That is another mistake that
Korah and his friends made. They assumed
that they could come into & realm of service
other than that to which they hed been ealled
of God, and discharge it quite happily and
successfully., If there is no anointing from
the Head there is no accompanying glory.
It is easy for you and me to enter into a self-
appointed service, but in such a case there
can never be the least hint of the glory of the
Lord appearing. That glory is bound up with

pb S
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the anointing of the Spirit. To those who
are facing the question of mini we earnestly
say, for sake be sure that there is no self-
appointing if you want your hfe to be to the
praise of His glory. Though in His great
mercy He might be with you as His child, and
cherish you, and up to a point save you from
disaster, only such a condition could never
satisfy Him or you. It must be God utterly
g? u% m with Him. lfThet‘e i?‘gd be nothing
. a seli-appo minist

1t can never l:gm glory to God. i

But there is something much more tegrible
than merely that we may not reslly effect
much. Korah and the rest were Levilal3. The
Levite had nothing to do with the blood of the

offering ; that was the priest’s business. They
had many duties neces to be
fulfilled, and e measure that they did them

faitbfully they wefe essential to the economy
of the whole ; but these men dared to step ot
of the realin where they were propedly called,
Into the realnn where the wi al elemeﬁt in

ministry was the precious bleed In eﬂ‘@@t
without fear or question, the ly stepped
brazenly into the reslm w efe e if

preciousness of the Blood of Christ was in view.
Oh! there are some who do untold harm to
themselves and other people by lightly comin
into the realm of these holy sterles, an
without due reverence speaking of the Word of
God, the Blood, the Cross, the glory of God,
as if these were common things. These are
awful in their sole . Godl save us from
speaking of themn except in the fear of the
Lord and in the power of the Holy Ghost,
and in a true sincerity of hea#t. IHere
is a reali where by a self-appeiated ministry
u fmay find yeutself landed in the place where

ggase awful bufmag& ef hely thiags are, and
u may todeh the lilke Keorah and
. Yeu m sn@ eeﬁsef aad

mafsh aleﬂ 50y inte the

Wliffg Adf EH }%9’& Wele i?‘é\“éf

b
Gad has Saﬁé

§§¥8 ke 58%5
ol A A N i ﬁ%”ﬁ 1
egd 8 & iﬁ&ﬂ E%_Ega%gge & %é

iate it. Every m !

with a s iﬁ@ eall, as SV]%?

anointed ef Ged with a 5 aﬂeiﬂ ?
Holy Ghest, and te walls inte a realm of spiFitua
ministry With@tii the EHBIHHBQ {8 {86 eeme

perilously near touching the glory without the
precious Blood.

That may work out in varymmg degrees,
fromn the degree of simply no glory attending
gour ministry, to the awful horrar of Koran's

oom

Let us car note, for our admonition,
that this story of Korah is within the company
of the servants of Godi, not of unbelievers.
These are Levites. The Levites had no in-
heritance, the Lord was their portion; men
sepafated unto Ged in & most definite way.
These are the men who touched the glory of
Ged apart fronn the precious Blood, and they

et judgment—not in the sense ‘of eternal

damnation but in that sense of which Peter

spealss when he says : *‘ Judgiment must begin
at the heuse ef Ged.”

A Warning against Place-Seeking im
Gails Serviee

Korah shows us the awful peril of place-
seeking in the service of Godl. Korah and his
comp wanted a more honourable service
than they had, as they esteemed honour. Why
should we be only Levites and you pnmﬂ
We will be priests too ! Geodl smite any
like that that might be amongst us.
e to be dissatisfied with your
call, it seems such an uninteresting one, It is
up in a corner, and you have such a tiny world
in which to move! You are called just to
serve the Lord in the home, and there is some-
one else of your time who used to be just as
you were, and they have gone out into a much
more interesting realm! Beloved, it is not a
question of seeking something more interesting,
seeking something which you think will be

ofitable to the Lord. The question is:

What as the Lord appointed you to ? Where

de you find the anointing ? 1If you were to go
out into the large public reslmn outside

littls ﬁaff@w hef —you who have envie he
gﬁﬁh‘ bei% a 6o

E % Lﬁf
_F8;, yeu wsulde
éiyﬁm ; G o

th 6 fs ef @E‘I‘Eﬁaﬁ 561 Vi68 wﬂaheut the
aﬁeiﬁﬂ Geodl lsnews there are times
when it 16 taad eﬁeugh to be thers even with the
aneinting 6 far as your feehﬁqs go. You mngy
e undef the aﬂeiﬂtiﬁ and feel as if you would
Fun mhiles to get awaycomnthe task befefe you ;
bist to face it without the aﬁeiﬁti;.lg even theugh
you be a seivant of Ged, a child of Gedl, may

It 15
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mean that you will be put to shame, and if it
does not do that, you will have such a bad
time that you will wish you had never ventured
out. Place-seeking is getting out from under
the cover of the anointing in the realm of holy
things. It is touching the glory of God in a
wrong way, and Godl Himself is against you.
Po you see that, however humble your
gervice, if it is under the anointing your tiny
world is the place for the outt: of the glory
of Godl, simply because it is the place of the
anointing ? How it would transform many a
vision if only we saw that the place of the Divine
snointing was the plase, aﬁd the enly place,
where we eeuld glerify Ge
There are people who are serving the Lord
in humble spheres, and are all the time fretting
in discontent and lusting for the when they
will be released out into the big thing, This
a fundamental efror and resulfs in
incalculable less. If they are in the will ef
God fiow, the aneinting is for them just where
they are, and their ealling is te glerify Ged
there. There is n6 6ther spet en the whele
earth’s suiface where they eould glerify Him
8o, because niowhere in the whele weild is the
anointing for them as there. Geod reguires
faithfulness in the present stewardship before
entrusting to us a greater one, and promotion
comes always along the line of redeeming
to the full, present opportunities, rather than
restlessly strainimg after something else. The
parable of the talents in Miéthew xxv. settles
this matter once for all.

Divinely chosen Leaders, and Divinely chosen
Co-operators

There is a necessity for us to recognise that
there are some who are set by the anointin
in a superior place to others. Their responsi:
bility in the reslm of s ifitual things is gfeater
And there are some who, by the aneinting, are
set in & place where their is less.
God regiuiiFes that these related 9951 §Heuld

be recognised oth parties; an 8
itisasge%dﬁil%fiﬁﬂﬂg BBSstﬂﬂ %S

as the ether. 1t may im8§ HS@ Eia
divine enablement %9 \'@
tion, but thers are & u H!i?ﬁ SH it éﬁ

a speeial 6H6F| §iﬁ £9 e&uﬁs oY £8 ta
yauf eﬁiﬁ@ﬁ dﬂ 5@?&
mueh f{% §i fgﬁi ?lg

6fthe ha.ll Ran stahd W
says: Youl §peak! We HEVS te fee

2 Eve
i you says Ne! Bh% Hns aRBIAt 1§s ;ﬁ%
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anointing, and those who are set in a position
of lesser respomsihbility in the House of God
have to recognise the anointing gives to certain
others a superior place—superior, that is, in
spiritual authority. And it is a grievous day
when those who are set beneath ignore the
anointing of those who are set above.

Younger brethren and sisters, be careful
how you ignore the counsel of your elder
brethren in the Lord. Remember what we
read in Peter: °* Likewise, ye younger, be
subject unto the elder.” Peter has said just
before this, eeneerning the elder ones, that they
are to exercise the oversight, that is, to take
their su @f positien, net of eenstraint but
Willi erding 0 Ged—tHwé is, because

ﬁﬁ@lﬁ%@é them te de se and alse in

83 #h the | Bf‘éééiﬂﬁef

: ef t ever

?%‘i@? \?;%81 \gfn‘f
;s§ Qib et sgﬂas
&h on
@ 8?1 iBEi 8%?@%&8{1%
giatl

E 8§8 W i‘fs §€
bﬂ s§§s eaeé Eﬂ HHHSF 1g£m§
&W&{E R gy Ighere ¢ 9§8 whe afé §6£
There are not lacking in the course of history
illustrations of the peril where a younger
brother chose to i%aore the counsel of his elder
brethren, decided he was going off on his own
in a eeriain way in spite of thelr warnings ;
and for a year of two everything went well.
He found himself in a large realm, a new release
in minietry, doors widely open to him, and he
felt I bave escaped from the limitations of
ag subjest to My elders. But do you
what he has dene ? He has denied the aaeint-
iﬂ ; he Bas sem meEeEEG; ﬁ6£ ifito econflict

h'é

eyes of the
8 Havs ﬁ@%@d aeeeuﬂﬁ wﬂl ﬁ@t
%8%@%’ gmgﬂgﬂg HiBBS has i%aefe,
gﬂw That m %ake afﬁ %e efk out,
%En:m Mﬁ% a;ﬁ sseme%ﬁe
W eah sWi JS; almaugh ?ﬁeu kaew

i€i§£ 8 LeF 'smgp
is net with ing# whe was thus

aneinted, but with the glery of God,
Again remember we are in the realmn, not
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of the unsaved meeting a righteous Godl, but
of servants of Godl, saved, Blood-washed, but
who in this matter rejected the counsel of God.
The end is that they touched the glory of the
Lord, and to touch that glory is, in F OF
lesser measure, inevitably to be touched with
firg, and the dreadful example before us, of
Nadab and Abihu, and Korah and his com
show us what may be in the ultimate the result
of being involved in such things as this,

The Lord our Vindicator

All this is true, and of such solemn import,
but we may take this consolation for our own
selves. If we are faithful in our stewardship
there is no need for self-vindication when others
despise us or put us to shame. The eyes of the
glory have remavkedl everything that has
happened. The Lord will repsy. There is ifi
the Church the judicial minist¥y of the Hely
Ghost, and He will exercise it very faithfully
even though at times in mercy He may delay
to act. We may therefore encourage ourselves
in the Lord if we are reslly waiting for Him ::
* They shalll not be ashaned that wiwit for ne.”
* Gatl worlketh for himn that waiteth for him."”
The anointing will be made manifest fiinally.

What is the qualification, then, for the
gervice of God under the anointing? To go
about priding ourselves on what we are ? No |

Peter tells us the way : ** All of you, gird youu-
selves with humility, to serve one another:
for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore
under the mi hand of Godl, that he may
exalt you in due time.”

To recognise what the glory of God is,
is to be brought still lower down at His festt;
and the more you humble yourself at His feet,
the more true will be the exalting in due time.
And for you, in your lowly-heartedness, for yau|,
is all the blazing glery of God, to be your
rearward, to be your guide, as the ark wert
before the people to find a resting place, to be

A F sha%% éﬂ tkli@ Fight g@agd and en the lefg

8 Byes @ glery are neting everything, an
st@ﬂﬁ%e?t all upg afgd all that yeu ight, after
£38R'S thought, have talen 6n to 66 ToF YouE:
self you may safely leave it all to Him. And
86, @5 we are brewght lewsr b)g the Gress, are
W8 Bfaugtilt inte deeper, mightier fellewship

with the glery of the Lord, il that expressien
is bein H te what Ezekiel saw—a company
subject to the goverament ef the M in the

Thiene: members of His Bedy owing utter
allegiance to Chiist as Head.

Let us humble ourselves beneath the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt us in due time.

G. P.

The Battle for the Thhrone

(Camtimuedd) )

REapives : Leviticus xxvii.
IL.i Kings ix. 1-7,16-20, x. 11, 30.

THE matter with which the Lord has been
and is engaging us is that of the battle for the
Throne, as being the fundamental and the
fmell issue of the histery of this wesrld. All
the Lord’s peeple are beund up with that issue,
and it relstes to them immediately. While,
as we shall see, it is all iR et it is a
matter for the saints in Christ, the dominien of
this universe as Ged’s intentien frem the
beginning,

Utterness for the Lord

Within that compass there is a specific word
which is in a measure detached from the
sequence of our meditations, but occupies a
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lace perbaps of particular emphasis. It has
geme ’g:f aéps\’o'ith very considerable force that
the Lord weuld have a word said on utterness
for the Lerd. And in that eennestion the two

Wes of scripture—levitibuss xxvii and
Kings ix and x—are given. Reverting to
the forimer

i us xxvil) without stayi
for a detailed analysis of expesition, I tre-
fhind yeou ef the three things contained therein.
These three things f@?f@@@ﬂt three aspects of
eonseeFation. There s that aspect of con-
seeratien whieh Has to de with the fifirstimm
and the tithes. You will netice that certain
guite definite and particular were said
in eennestion with the fikstborn and the tithes,
and that they stood in a sphere by themselves,
The firstbenn and tithes were the Lord's by
Fight. They were 8 token and a testimony of
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and to the rights of God to have the first place
in the life of His people, so that the firsthorn
was the Lord’s, and the tithe, which was the
first fruit, a tenth of all, and the first tenth,
spoke of God having first place as His right in
the life of His people. That is established, and
nothing can touch that or interfere with it.
There ia no option about that. It is not
optional whether the Lord has first place in
your life and mine ; He demands it, it is His
right.

g'l‘hea second aspect was that of devoted things.
The devoted things were those things which
were set apart as being entirely beyond man’s
option or question or judgment, as settled by
God, wholly and utterly for Himself, some-
times to be accepted by Him and sometimes
to be completely destroyed out of His eight.
All the cities of Canaan were devoted to the
Lord, and had to be utterly destroyed. Achan
took of the devoted thing and died. Now that
lew is written in this chapter in Leviticus.
If a man interferes with the devoted thing the
penalty is death. So that the devoted things
were the Lord’s by demand, and the firstborn
and the tithes were the Lord’s by right.

The Special Vow

The third thing in this chapter, and that with
which the chapter commences and is mainly
occupied, is special vows. It is that to which
we are giving attention. There is no suggestion
of right, and no suggestion of demand. Here,
while the first and the second (the firstborn
and tithes, and the devoted things) were legal,
& matter of law, this question o% special vows
was voluntary.- No order is made, it is simply
““When a man makes a special vow . .. ”
Then certain provisions are made in connection
with this special vow. Now I want it to be
very clearly understood that this is dealing with
the Lord’s people as the Lord’s people. This
represents something within the company of
the people of God. This has nothing what-
ever to do with salvation. BSalvation is dealt
with on an entirely different basis. In the
matter of atonement every man had to bring
his half shekel of silver, and the rich were not
allowed to bring more and the poor were not
allowed to bring less. Rich and poor were
reduced to one level. There are no discrimina-
tions or distinctions or respectings of persons
in the matter of atonement, we are all on a
common level. Not one is better nor worse
than the other, and the half shekel represents

the common level of all men in sin, needing
salvation through the precious Blood. That
is one thing. This is quite another. This
has to do with what goes on in the midst of
the redeemed people of God.

Now we come to this special vow, and ask
what it represents. It represents a peculiar
and particular movement of the heart toward
God. It speaks of & specific devotion to the
Lord. No demand, no command, the law
does not touch it, not even the law of being
saved, but it is altogether a voluntary thing of
spontaneous heart movement toward the Lord.
It does not affect the matter of grace at all. It
is not something which puts grace on one side
and introduces merit. Nothing of merit is
mentioned in the connection, so that it is not
something in order to get some special favour,
it is just a pure, an altogether pure, crystal
clear outgoing of heart to the Lord, without
any ulterior motive, and without any speocial
demafnd as such from God’s side. A special
vow

But it does have an effect, and the effect
which it has is to bring the Lord into the life
in a larger measure. Take the simple illus-
tration of the chapter. A man is moved in
love and devotion toward the Lord, and to
put that inward heart movement into some
tangible form of expression he -will bring a
field and dedicate that field to the Lord, and
so now that field is the Lord’s in a special way ;
that field belongs to the Lord, and everything
that that field produces is for the Lord. Or
it may be from his cattle. It might be one of
the other things mentioned. But inasmuch as
that has not been demanded, and inasmuch
as he is not seeking something by way of
reward from the Lord, do you not think that
the Lord comes into the sphere of that man’s
life and interests in a new way ; and the Lord,
as it were, encamps upon that field, so that the
opening of the heart is really opening the
door for the Lord to have a larger e In the
life ¥ How can the Lord have a larger place
in our lives ¢! Along the line of what is signified
by the special vow. We shall see a8 we go on
what that means. The Lord comes in larger
measure into the life in this way.

It has this effect. It brings life over on to
the positive side. He is the Lord’s, he belongs
to the Lord, he is redeemed by precious Blood,
he is serving the Lord. But this brings his
whole life into the positive realm with the
Lord, in a peculiar way. A man like this
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dioes not ask, how much must I do? Is are seeing that the goal which God has fixed
that reallly necessary ? Am I under an obliga- for His people is the Thrame. * To him that
tion to do that ? Must I do that ? While overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
that may not be actually expressed in words, throne.”” That always was the goal for the
it is the state of the heart or mind of many of Lord's ople in His will There will be
the Lord’s childram. They will argue, they multitudes of His own e who will net
will reason, Is that really necessary ? Afre we reach it, but will be distan ﬁ'om the Throne ;
really expected to do that ? Must we take sucéh saved, but not with Him in the Throne. It is
and such a course ? Can we not be the Lerd's conditional, but to_xeign with Him for ever
and enjoy the Lord and do the Lord’s woek and ever is our high calling, the upwsfdi cxlliing
and be used of the Lord without that ? That of God in Christ Jesus. It is the Throne that
is the negative line! Yow may be the Lord’s, Is in view, and this rimi}s of the speeial
there may be no guestion as to your belenging vow Is the which we shall eeme !
to the Lord and yet yeu are ip that state ef to the Thfaia 3 felates to the Threme. .J
mind where yeu have got to have a real battle  Hurriedly guf eye over the history ef
on this question and that guestion and seme Israel in fel the Threne of Israel, and
other guestion in erder to get threugh te the see hoew true lﬁ type and illustration this is.
will of Gedl. That is all en tbe fnegative side. David stands almest in selitary isolatien as
This special vow represents Mgeﬁiﬂ% side, 1Israel's king. Selemon ran a second, but did
where it is fnet, Hew thueh ? netfnishthe course, David did. He stumbled
Can we serve the Lerd and still de §8-aﬂd -§8, at times, but he finished the course. Mavid
be in this and in that, and ﬁe here aﬁ a%% thefeﬁafe, stands alone as THIE expression
there ? The guestion fof the Man whese he of God's thought as far as it ean be found in
is after this kind is: @&ggm fhe LBEQ have sinful man—and we are only dealing with
very mueh mere if we take this esurse and types, which altogether fall shert of the Anti-
leave that and that, and eeunt that euf and type. As far as it is possible in that wealm,
forsale that and abanden that ? 1f 5o, that Is eﬁ that level, David Godrs thought
the eeurse for me. 1f is eaiw% aﬂ the tirde. gmvefﬁﬁieﬂt, of kingship. It was not werit.
That is the special vew. WHhat is the msﬁvm at day of David’s height of power
ebject ? The Lef i Youl g6, 1t {8 Be’é aﬁd suseess the L@fd ame through the prophet
Iaveuﬁ Blessing, g can get ih f and said te hifh ; ' I teck thee frem the sheep-
é?é evetieh =>§ﬂ QH E ?ﬁ gk frem {Bll@wmg the sheep, that thou
i§ HBE geatse 1t 18 sheuldest be prnes 6ver my peopls, over
% 1arasl. ’iq %@fﬁiﬂd@dg hifm ef @gi;g hgtfg e’ ggigdiﬂ
8n8 18 i 1t Was He HheFt; h ]
ﬁ | Was Wi%ﬁ G Bt Wiagg did the

THEFE {3 1B 2 E Bes Hot e
éﬂ* e néz{ggfﬂ%??ﬁg T
H e BAN R

guc 8 semesne else
vid, a
e L
gﬁ : % & e g@% its. ¢ A
% g&r%ngnm i eTfe, 8 ands. ’
Biffeigh. vw%g éuse%ﬁgp s ﬁﬁf}f@;ﬂ@ ’
al ga t %‘?ﬁ tl 8 % I ]
SHEE E h Sty
XGeri Py %@ﬁ E 1R | !
& IEhna E}Q €. Lar : ¢ b, ghd it i3 et
rur lnil;]li g@ér Jﬁﬁl ec lve an m "5 | - gﬁ%ﬁ - g&gﬁ%he
Utterness, a Factor in Reigning "’ %ﬂa{% Fi% \%gy%
Now, coming to the thing that 1s belng QVI 8‘@% Fad 1 oth

brought before us, let us netice that this is a
principle which relates to the Throne. We
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Samuel when selection was made amongst the
sons of Jesse. What the Lord had seen as
He looked into the heart of David was his
delight in the Lord, and He chose him. A
heart matter. David would not do because
the Lord demanded, and David would not do
because the Lord bribed him. David would
do because he loved the Lord, and David’s
ery is: ‘ Love the Lord all his people.” But
over against David the majority of the nine-
teen kings of Israel, and then the nineteen
kings of Judah, and what have you in contrast ?

Take Saul, The heart of Saul found its
final uncovering and was shown, displayed,
disclosed in I. Samuel, xv, in the case of Amalek,
“ Go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy,”
said the Lord. “ I have marked that which
Amalek did to Israel . . . now go ... and
utterly destroy.” You know what Saul did.
He compromised, spared the best of the flocks
and the herds, and when Samuel came Saul
tried as we would say, to bluff Samuel:
‘ Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have per-
formed the commandment of the Lord.”
‘“ What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears?’ Betrayed, he must
find some other way out. ‘‘ The people spared
the best of the sheep.” Blaming it on to some-
one else, A guilty conscience must always
find a scapegoat. Yes, but he lost his throne.
Samuel said to him, * To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”
“The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel
from thee this day, and hath given it to a neigh-
bour of thine, that is better than you.” You
see, the throne, for its maintenance, demands
a heart that is utter for God without com-
promise, without reservation, without excuse,
without hedging, without trying to deceive
God or man; a heart that is utter for God.
We may deceive cne another, we may tell one
another that we belong to the Lord, and we
are out for the Lord, and the Lord’s best;
but God knows our heart. God knows, and
it is Him with whom we have to do. When
we want to get certain things, realise certain
desires of ours, we can make professions, and
in so doing we may deceive nien, but God
knows.

Our calling, our high calling—mot our
salvation—our- high ealling for its realisation,
attainment, demands the principle of the
geclal vow ; that is, a heart that delights in
the Lord. In our passage in II. Kings ix we
read about Jehu. Why did we read about
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Jehu ! Not because Jehu is a perfect ex-
ample, but he does introduce the principle.
Where was Ahab before the Lord ¢ What a
poor specimen of a king: and because of the
compromise of Ahab through his wife, Jezebel,
by whom he was linked with the world (Jezebel,
like all women in the Bible, represents a prin.
ciple—and Jezebel represents the principle of a
spiritual link with a world which is outside
of God's covenant), Abab had brought this
awful state into Israel, and God’s king was not
possible of realisation. The throne was shaken,
the government of God as expressed amongst
His people was destroyed in its purity, its
holiness, its completeness. How did the Lord
react to the consequences of Ahab’s compro-
mising rule ? Through an Elisha and a Jehu.
While we grieve to note a breakdown at a
point in Jebu’s life, that he was one of those
who did not follow through, we canmnot read
about Jehu without feeling that this man did
things thoroughly. There is no compromise,
at any rate, about Jehu. Jehu said, ‘‘ Ahab
served Baal a little ; but Jehu shall serve him
much,” and do you know how he did it ? He
had all the prophets of Baal together in Baal's
temple, and then shut the door, and that
was the end of Baal's prophets. But you
notice it is related to the throne, and the point
is this, wulterness for God is a law and prin-
ciple of Teigning with God. Jehu, at that
time at least, represents an utterness of heart
for the Lord. He was raised up and anointed
in order to wipe out the stain and avenge the
sina of Ahab, a very thorough work.

We could go over many of the other kings.
Some of them reached a point of devotion to
the Lord which was very excellent—Hezekiah
and others. They did great things for the Lord,
they brought back the Lord in a very large
mesasure to His rightful place, they re-estab-
hished the order of the Lord, and up to that
point they represent the coming back of the
government of God in a larger measure of
purity and power, and that pert of their lives
was marked by Divine approval, but none of
them went right through. Even those who
went so far had this said of them: “. . . but -
he removed not the high places.” There is
just a stopping short, and there they broke
down -and so the full expression of Divine
kingship was not given. If only they had
gone all the way ! But they did not go all the
way, and therefore there was a limit put to
the expression of Divine government.
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I think I have said enough to at least illus-
trate the point. The Thrame is in view; we
are called to thatt; to reign with Him. The
realisation of that is by the principle of the
special vow, a heart wholly and utterly for the

Lord. It is marvellous what you can do
when your heart is in a thing. If your heart
is not there you will have to be reasoned with,

argued with, and you will have all sorts of
roblems and always be tied up in your prob-
ems ; but once you get your heart over and say,
i does not matter, be the mountains as high
.as heaven, 1 am going through with Godl;
it is marvellous how you can solve your prob-
Jems and get over your diffienities.

Now Paul was one of those we have had in
ihe back of our minds. Look at Philippians
iii. 1@.: “That I may know him . . .» "I
count all things but loss, as refuse, that I ma
be found in him.” ‘I press toward the mar
.of the prize of the upwardl calling . . .” “* If
by any means 1 may attain unto the out-
resurvestion.” ‘What s this but 8 heart in the
,5pirit of the special vow, a deveotion to the
Lord. “That 1 may knew him, and the
power of his resuastion and the fsllewship
of his sufferings.”” 1s there any ulieFieF
metive ? “ . . . the fellowship of his suffer-
ings, being Made eemfermable uhte his death.”
Ne, this is_pure. devetion te the.Lord. 1f is
true that tHe Throne is the geal and the prize,

but it is the heart set uped the Lord. 1f is
gybkcomer. New_ les Qfat L@Viﬁtﬁw YRV

§ there an

? to have these matters brou

“at ™! The mem whosa heatt is set for
God's fullest satisfaction, who delights himself
in the Lord. There is no ion of merit,
it is all grace, it is the Blood of Christ. We
are not striving to get some special favour
from Geodl, we are pressing on because the
grace of Godl is such a wonderful thing to us.
It is all of grace, and no one knows better
than the overcomers how much they are
dependeat upon the grace of God.

e must close by pointing out again the only
thing that justifies all this. It is Clurist.
Leviticus xxvii is simply a typical unveiling
of the Lord Jesus. All those aspects are
Christ. If it is the firstbomm, it is Chwistt: ** the
Firstborn among many bretlwen™ Godfs liy
right. If it is the firstfruiiis, it is Christ. Is
it the devoted thing ? Then, being made sin
for us, He Who knew no sin must be destroyed
from the presence of Gedl Is it a holy thin
unto the Lord, then He will offer Himnse
without spet unte Gedl, the whele burnt
offering. 1s it the special vow ? 1 delight
dlways to de thy will, O Gedl™ That is geing
the second ihile. Net the neeessity merely
of atonerent, net the ebligation te die: “1
lay it dewn ef myself.” is Chwist, giving
veluntarily to the will of Gedl Hew far we
g@ with the Lerd will declare hew mueh of

st we have in euF hearts, hew mueh the
spirit of Chwist is in us; whieh says 1 aelighd.”

Mizy the Lord find us a people of the speeial
visiw- We may be challenged on this. Thank
God that there are so many whose delight is
in the Lord, and I do not want to be found
driving you, but I do feel that we need just
t to us, and
to be shewn the way which the Lord
is geing to realise His fullest ebjective in the
saints, to bn% them to the Thirews, that
there may be found in their hears the spirit
gf ?i§ gggg iR fulii@%ﬁf whieh s?yﬁ i i}y aiaiéa%hg;:

at a8 5peeial vew, velumdaxilyy; fi
d_hemaﬁd 6F esﬁ%m, oF besakise Gl has the
ﬂgmAte ﬂ;: bufd becawse the heart is wholly set

u '8 pleasurs, that b Jokle
geverhing law sfpwﬂvessm T AS



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 13 - Searchable

The Essential Newness of the New Creation
(A Brief Message as Spoken)

Ragpings : Isaiah xlviii. 6-7,
II Corinthians v. 17.
Matthew ix. 16-17,

FaMmiriariTy with words and ideas very
often takes something from their value. Few
passages in the New Testament are more familiar
to us than II Corinthians v. 17: ** Wherefore
if any man is in Christ, there is a new creation
...... ” (R.V.M.), but the full force of the one
governing word there has, I am quite sure, not
failen upon our hearts, and we have still very
much to learn as to that essential newness of the
new oreation in Christ. Indeed, we may say
that many of our troubles, our difficulties, our

“weaknesses, our failures, our problems, our per-
plexities are the result of our having failed to
sufficiently grasp the import of that one word
“new.” We have, very largely, proceeded with
a good deal that iz old into the new creation, or
we have tried to do 8o, and we have discovered
sooner or later that that cannot be done, that
we are attempting an impossibility. So that
it may be quite profitable for us to dwell for a
little while upon this essential newness.

We begin by reminding ourselves, or acquaint-
ing ourselves with the fact that there are twc
sides to the new creation. There is the vessel,
and there is that which is put into the vessel.
It takes both' of these to constitute what is
called the ‘ new creation,” the human side,
and the Divine side ; but while newness applies
to both sides, the newness is not the same
newness. There are two main words which are
translated into our English word * new.” We
are perhaps familiar with the difference. One
implies something which is fresh, not necessarily
just originated, but bearing the mark of fresh-
ness. The other word implies more strictly
something which is quite recent, which was not
necessarily there before } it is new in the sense
that it has just come in, not something revived
but something new. It is interesting to notice
that the- Holy” Spirit uses the two words in
connection with the two sides of the new
creation.

In this vessel in Matthew ix. you have both

words used. As to the wine-skins (translated
in the Authorised Version, ‘ bottlea ’) the word
used is that which implies freshness. When the
Lord Jesus speaks of new wine He uses the
other word, that is, something which is quite
new, quite recent. When .you pass to the
passage in II Corinthians v, and it is stated
that: ‘... if any man is in Christ there is a
new creation ; the old things are Passed away ;
behold, they are become new,” there twice
the word is used which means freshness. That
is strictly consistent with the truth as to the
real nature of the new creation.

You are dealing, first of all, with the vessel.
Now ag vessels in the new creation we are not
gomething which never was before, something
quite ncent. The vessel of the new creation is
our old spirit brought back into life. Our human
spirit fell out of Eallowship with God, and that
meant spiritual death. The new creation
activity is to bring back the human spirit from
spiritual death into life, and it is the same spirit,
raised in union with Christ, becoming the vessel
of the new creation. :

That is, however, only half of the process.
Something which was never in that spirit before
is deposited in it, a life which is not fresh but
new, recent, absolutely new, which was never
in the human gpirit before is now put into that
vessel, and that which is so completely new,
gays the Word, is never put into an old wine-
skin., That wvessel has to be made fresh,
brought into a state of life, in order to be the
r?c%)tghle of this utterly new life of the Spirit
of God.

These are the two sides of the new creation.
The point is that, first of all, something has to
be done in the vessel, as well as something
having to he put into the vessel.

That is & principle, to which God has bound
Himself, and which governs Him in all His
activities. It applies in every direction where
Divine work is in view. God never builds His
new thing upon an old foundation. God never
uses the old thing as the material for His new
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work. That has to bhe completely renewed.
That He dioes not put His life, His new wine,
into old skins is a truth which relates not only
to regenerafiion, to our salvation, to the new
crestion mam, but it also applies to every work
of Goll. Whenever Godl dioes a thing the
characteristic is newness. Although there may
be an old vessel, that vessel has got to be made
fresh in order to effect Godf's end.

That applies to truth as much as to any-
thing else. It may be Divine Doctrine, God
given revelation, that which at one time by the
Holy Spirit was living truth ; but that can never
be taken up at any subsequent date or period
of time and used again without it becoming
fresh in the experlence and life of these who
come, inte it, 1t s juse there that a very great
many of the mi s have besn madke; that

9t in the way of revelation was a living reve-
latien so leng age has been adepted sub-
sequent genefations as truth, without that
subsequent generation, or those subseguent

enerations, coming Inte the living reality
f. That is vital.

It applies to the new crestion mam. You
cannot brimg the old crestion man over into the
new creafion without his becoming fresh in a
living way. That applies to truth, revelation,
doctrine. You cannot carry it on only as it is

f fresh. Ezekiell's vision of the river,
and the trees on either side, very mamy trees
whose leaves never fade and whose fruit is con-
tinuous, is simply a revelation or a vision of the
Testimony being maintained the principle
of life in freshivess right down the whole coufse
of the ages. Truth has te be like these leaves,
it i iy s, st AW

; ik ; s ftitit.
doetrine is net like that. Unless it is like that
its essential element has , It 1s the essen-
tial newness ef what is ef Ged.

Every fresh step of God is markedl by this
freshness, this newness. God may have done
that same thing again and. , in the
woowse of history, but the next time He does
it it is as though it had never been done before
in the case of the le in whom He does it.
That is the glory of things.

We have seen this work in simple ways.
Some of us have been so familisr with certaln
things, and we have said those things again and
again. To us they were hving reslities, and we

have known of certaim people who have heard
them, who have listened to them, who have been
under the mimistry by which those things have
been declared again and again, over a course of,
perhaps, Kears; and then suddenly, as by a
touch of the Spirit, they have seen it, they have
caught the inner sound, it has broken wpon tinem,
and has become hving to them. The resullf wiss
that they commenced to talk about those things
as though no one in all the world had ever
heard them before, and as though the ve
person who had been talking about them for

ars did not know anything about it! It is
ust like that. That is the hving Testimony.
It is the freshness of things. 'l'hgwgs must be
like that te be of Ged, for what is reslly of Ged
is like that. 1t is net that we held the bruth.
1t is that we have the life of the truth.

What is true in the case of the new creation
man, and in connection with truth or doctrine,
revelation or light, is also true in the direction
of the work of , what we call Chwiistian wolk.
For every one who enters into the Divine voca-
tion, the calling to service, it ought to be, for
that one, as thg;lfgh there had never been an
Chistian work before. It ought to be as thou
they were the first ever commnissioned.
their spirif, in their outlook, in their passion, it
should be as though they were right at the
beginning of things, as though the Christian
activity, the Clwistian was just
starting on its way. That should be the con-
sgiou;;;&;hl;gh t e;;inshoiuld hav]gﬂglgaig just
the entering into a de ,
accepted, crystallised! system of Chwiistian wor.
becoming . £ pxtt 6ff £ &exdsting mackhine.
The fres about things should be of this
charseter, that in our service we are conscious
that the hand of God has come upon us eistiinongin
it had never come upen any other person, as
though 1o one else had been called but ourselves.
1 de het fean that to be taken in a wieng wusy,
that we are the enly ones, but that here this
thing i sueh a hving, tredmendeus reslity to us
that we feel as though nething hadl ever been
dene for the Lord 8

Do you understand what we by that ?

istian work has become an order, as we
have called it, a crystallised system of Christian
enterprise, activity, or; work, and people
are called ugaﬁ today to enter into it, to take
it up, and they do so and become a of a
- Christiah machine for accomplishing a
certain purpese, and they go into some kind of
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a factory to be turned out @ Clmiidtian worker.
You are not surpwiiesdl that these factory-
turned-out workers have not got that
thing by which men and women today are
fed and brought into the full glory, beauty,
grendeur, maghiflcence of Chvisf,. No! The
werk of the Lerd 1s sem whieh, te the
ene whe is ehended of Jesus, is ag
though there had never been any Chwistian work
before. There is the freshriess of life about it.

This applies to the thing which God does,
not only to those who are used to do it. When
God does a thing there is that about that thing
which is fresh. There is the sense that here is
something which, as an element, makes this
work of God a new work.

God must have newness in His vessels of
every kind. If the vessel, or the vehicle, is a
man ; if the vessel or the vehicle is a revelation ;
if it it;f a cﬂlleogiicvg W&l@f some
piece of work w ils disinng it the worldl,
when it is of Himn it bears that hallmark ef
freshness. There s no staleness abeut it.
There is no death about it. I1¢ throbs with
vitality.

I believe the Lord has a very definite object
in our being led to this thought at this. time.
Undoubtedly, the need today everywhere is
just this sense of Godl in a new way. There is
plenty of work, plenty of doctrine, and there
are many Chwiktirans; but, oh, for this sense of
God, this sense of keenness, freshness, vitality,
and knowledge of God in alll?
Without that things will ‘go on as they are, andl
they are very dead, and tragically weak and
ineffective.

The measure, then, of the newness of the
vessel will be the measure of the newness of
what God puts inte it. Ged demands the new-
?‘?sis%ofthe vessel in erder to eefimit Himself

Look at that passage from Isalah xlviiil.:
“ 1 have shewed thee new things fromn this time,
even hidden things, which thou hast not knowi.
They are cr now, and not from of old ; &t
before this day thou heardest them not:; lest
thou shouldes say, Behold, I knew them.”
Is not thiat the attitude today toward a great
deal ¥ Olh, yes, I know it alll! I know, there
is nothing new about thatt! The doctrine and
eveiything else, I know it! We have heard
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Thet is thenzed.d.

that before ! We know it! There is nothing
new about thatt! Beloved, if you have caught
the ifiner significance of this you are not men-
tally talking like that, you are seeing, and as
you see you are feeling intensely that there is
this need today everywhere. Youw have the
intelligence of a living insight, and you know

ite well that there 1s no hope whatever in
simply ng doctrine and truth, and
trying to do the old work in the old way. The
need is not more work, more doctrine, truth and

light, so much as more of this living element in
all.

There are two sides. There is the vessel, and
there is that which is in thtla ;essel. The ;&ssel
be quite a good vessel doctrimallly, in
gﬁgr ways, but there needs to be also the
deposit in the vessel, the new wine. So the
Word says here quite clearlly that there is a
about the old, and all the hope lies

in the direction of renewal and fireslweassom the
one hand, and God’s living, new deposit on the

other hand.

What is the ultimate conclusion about this #
It is the conclusion to which I1 Corinthians
v. 18 comes : ** But all things are of Gedl....."
That follows the statememt: *“...... we thus
judge, that one died for all, therefore all died ;
and he died for all, that they which live should
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