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A WITNESS
AND

A TESTIMONY.

“...Ghe Heavens Opered, and The Son of Mian
Staviding at The Right Hand of God.”  aets 7. 5.

“Che Testimony of Jesus.” Eev. 1.9,

‘" ~he Testimony of Jesus. ~ Bev.i. 9.
FEBRUARY 1935.
FEBRUARY 1935.

Wol. 13. | &0s:. h.
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The Nature of the Testimony
Life Incorruptitlle and Endistructible

Respmve : Hebrews xi. 1-19.

WE are going to meditate upon the inmner-
most nature of that Testimony which relates to
the Lord in this earth, and in this universe.
This whole chapter is occupied with that Testi-
mony, but we aFe geing to take but a part of it,
seeing the Testimeny as teuched upen by the

xgtmﬂo@ftﬁeeg@mexﬁe Afiéee.

Let us remind ourselves that the heart of the
Testimony of the Lord is life : a life which is
incorruptible and indestructible. We know, of
course, that that life is bound up with a Persan,
“this life is in His Som, Jesus Chviist, our
Lord.” When we speak of the Testimony of

Jesus we always keep in view the Person fitsst,

but then there comes that for which the Person
standB, that which is the preeminent element
in the Person and In the work of that Person.
When you ask the guestion as to what it is
that the Lord Jesus stands for in His ve

Perbow, and what it was that He came, lived,

andl went to the Cress for, the answer is found
in one word, Life‘ He came that life and

ety be breusht te light, and He
Himself is that%ife ¢

So that the Testimony of the Persom, Jesus,
is the Testim of life inco and in-
destructible, and that is the issue of the a es
That is the thiﬂg u oﬁ which everything
been hanging from nning. It was on
that matter that the bat took place in the
finstt instance in the Gafdeﬂ 1t was the issue
of life or death, and it has been that issue all

aleng. tRasiueh as we are related to the

T@ﬁiﬂi of Jesus we are beund up with that

1saue as s Hmagk’emﬁg iR euF beings, and

6h we may 6all euF

= Iif the Chureh has been breught

mte g a6, above all ether things, the Body

tneﬁ it is in that Bedy that tRis

T%ﬂﬁi has to be depesited and menifesied,

and wheﬁ we speal of the Bedy as a whele we
speak of all the members individiulthy.

That is familiar ground, but it is the centre,

the heart, of everything for us. It resllly diefines
what it is that we are called into, what, in the
fivstt place, is the very nature of the believer's
relationship to Christ, the basis of that union :
and then, in the second place, it defines the
ve% object of the believer being here on the
ea »

When we turn to this chapter we find that
this central reality of in iblle and in-
destructible life is illustrated, set forth, in
principle in various ways, from various stand-
points. The first four people mentioned in this
succession of the Testimony before us a
very real presemtation of the s, nature, and
outworking of this life.

Abel—the Basis of the Testimony.

We begin with Abel, in verse 4 :

“ By faifln Abel offered umio Godd & more
execellent Soaifiise than Cain, through which he
hmﬂwltnessbcmaeta him that he was El;\teaus

witness in respect of his gi d
thraugh it he being dead yet spesketh

With Abel there is introduced the basis of
the Testimony. The Testimony ins with
Abel, and we know that wherever we find the
beginning of a thing we findl sl the sub-
sequent development i form, and every-
thing subsequent will, therefore, work back {6
that and be included in that. That is very
clearly seen when you F ﬁis@ that the basis,
the intreduection of the of life in-

eerruptible and iﬂdestfu@ﬂble E_y the shed-
diﬂ afblsed With Abel the §Hed ing of bleed

i%“ef *ine %%s?i R e ) 1?1@%%%
%’r%“é b by el i
in %h@ dding ef meed

There are two ways of taking up the Testi-
mony, becoming bound up with it from the
beginning. There is the way of becoming
terribly responsible for it, so that that Testi-
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represents death and judgment and
deosﬁtlyuletion from the presence of the Lord, the
Testimony testifyiing against. But there is the
other way, by a living relationship to the Lord

Jesus coming into the whole Testimomny froom—
Abel on and into all its value—inclusively
on the groundiof the sheditdtod. Breeasse afftiiett

shed blood he wasimsttentily inwolvedlimtine hzdtie
of the ages, the spirituell conflict of all time.
From the unseen there immedimtely emerged
one who was the antagonist of that life, him
that had the power of death, and through Cain
he slew what was mortal of Abel. But after
millenniuime the Werd of God says he yet
speaketh, he is net dead. His testimeny w

i relatien te a life indestruetible, aﬁd he §£111
livés ¢ he being dead yet speaketh.”

Abel was the first link m the chain of the
overcomers, and you can relate the end with
Ihe beginning declare fromn Revelation xil.
that he evercame because of the Bloed of the
Lamb, and because of the word of Kis Mm,
and he leved net his life even unte de
That was true of Abel, the first witness, the
fisstt link in the 'Testim@my‘ 1t is the mi

ewer of the Bleed ef tHe Lerd Jesus whie

Eyge is mtf@duesd with Abel, whish is the
ineliisive the Testimeny of a lifg
whieh i8 ﬁd m ewer of Satah aﬂd Rell
and fhen te teueh and te destrey-

The Word of Godl makes it perfectly clear
that everything in .the life of a believer is
related to that precious Blood.

Salvetion is by ibe Blooll. Just as Israel
came out of E to be Godls people through
shed and spii blood, so alone are men
and women saved from sin, from hell, firom
judgment, from death, from the power of
Satan, by the ous Blood of the Lord JoBu.
The smef, then, finds salvation in the Blead
and enly in the Bleed.

The saved find their life in the Blami), for
they have, In that spiritmsll cense, still to
continue to dilnk the Blood for their very life.
The Lerd Jesus saiidi: "‘Excmk eat the
flesth of the Son of man and his blood,
ye have not life in yourselves,” and we know
that the tense is: Exceptt ye kegp ozneetingg
and dri have no life. He, in the
value of His own Being, made over to us by
the Holy Spirit becoming operative in us
by Divine energies, becomes our very life
ast behev&rs,h tod maintaim us. So thatb the
eating end the drimkilmg) continually are basic
to the life of the saved.

Sandification is rdtdefedo toh¢h8IBddod. Thlsns
very letter to the Hebrews tells us that in the
second Chapter, verse 1l.::

* For both hmﬂwtmmﬁﬁeth mwlﬂiey thet
are sanctified are alll off one .

Link that with Clkqmrxm. verse 12:

“Whhestbove Jtosissadiso, tHaat Hee Lsanio
the people through his own blood, suifered with-
out the gate™’

they that are sanctifled . . . that he

might sanctify the people through his own blood
...... So that our sanctification rests upon the
Blood of the Lord Jesus.

All our prayer has to be bewedd upom tHatt
Blomii for its effectivenes®. There is no effee-
tual intercession apantt fromn the value of that
Blood. Agaim this letter tells us that in

Clrmter X. verse 19:
boldiness to enter

Hlavinq e, hwethwean,
into the'holy place by the blood of Jesus"™

You see, this is coming into the place of
intercession, of prayer ministyy, and that is
made effectual by the Blood. There is no
prayer which avails apart fromn the Blood of
Jesus. That Blood is the effective elenvens.
It is the living factor in our salvatien, ouf
sanctification, our Intercession. It mhakes
prayer living. If you want to get over death
elemeinds in prayer, that with which prebably

ou are fiet a ttle familiar, if you want e

ow the deliverance from these Torees which
desseﬁd upen you in the time of prayer te

y@u, your appeal must be te the
lea you will fd that it is efffadive.
1t is ﬂi@ ewef of life which EQB

g{ggdgf 6&?15 et oot uers death.

e of the
Not only are salvation, and maintenance, andl
sanctification, and intercession based upon the
Blood, but our victwyy contitimalisyndrinalhally
i3 on the gavand bbikhBloddhodAgairnishihistiaiier

tells us that in the second Chepter, verses 14-15 ;

“ Since then the childran are sharess in fledh
and blood, he also himself in like manner pariock
of the same ; that rou%lgdeathheﬁﬁgmbgg

e

to naught him that had
is, the devill; and mi delivef all them who
th¥o fear of were alll their lifetime
subject to

By Blood, you see, He destroyed him that

had the power of death, and delivered those
who were in because of the fear of
desth. Surely we can link with that again,

Revelation xiil.: ** They overcame him because
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of the blood of the Lamb .
is bound up with the Blood.
Everything that comes out in a fuller
revelation of the life in relation to God is based
upon the Blood, and all that is found in germ,
in primeiplls, in the blood which Abel Biedl in
offering his sacrifice to Geodl. Very com-
prehensive is the first step in the Testimony.

Enoch—The Qutiwaonlking) of the Testimony.
Hebrews xi. verses 5-6.

faith Enoch was translated that he
shoulld not see death; and he was not found,
because Godl transiated hiin: for before his
translation he hath had witness borne to him
that he had been well-pleasing unto Gail: and
without faith it is i ble to be well-pleasing
unto himm: for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that seek after him.'’

Here we have something which is tremend-
ously and impressive, that with one
u lea ffem the beginning to the
eﬂdofteT meny. It is as though for the
moment the Lerd has set aside, kept ih reserve,
all that lies between, and shews us what the
end of the Testifheny will be as felated te the

™ Vietory, then,

“B

. He bﬂg& the twe immediately
together. Here is the Bleed in the fnm m—
stanee as the basis ef the Tesﬁmeﬂg
taining the Testimeny in itsel; [ife wtuen

il I, eyl
B R e Tk R

sath is F aﬂﬁ
e S e

We are too familiar with the Oldi 'lrmmnmu
chapter in which the translation of Enoch is
mentioned for us to go back over it again,
but let us just eall to mind the fact that in a
chapter of considerable length, which eon-
tains the constant and monotonous reiteration
of the death and burial of a whole succession
of meﬁ, there is, right there, that one Ibreak

altheug h the 66u1=se had been in ease
‘and he died,” there suddeﬁly
comes a fift, .. aﬁdhewasﬁett,,mfeed
took hiim,” ‘and then the eld story gees en
again. It is life ifite the eceurse of
death, conquering it, ahd net pgoing that
way at all. The end will be that. We sin
sometimes{, and our hearis always throb an
thrill when we sing:
“mn]gwl oh dightt! should we go withous
ying.”

That is not a vain expectation. THut is
secured in the Blood of the Lord Jesus for a
com which will realise God's full thought.
Mey we be of that compmmy! In any case,
whether we go through the grave or without
going_through the grave, we are called into
thxs mon%that death has no power over

ord find us in the of faith,
m that matter, because Enoch attained unto
it by faith, and we need faith unto victory
over death, The enemy is al seeking to
bring down our faith in that iom, and
to get us to accept death, not ﬁ thys
death, but all kinds of death, and alll forms of
death’s expression, to accept it. Faith says
the Blood of Jesus Christ has secured victory
over death in all its forms. May we be of
the succession of those who overcame by
faith in the Blood.

That is all we intend to say about Enoch
at the moment, but it is a very impressive
thing that the Lord should bring the beginning
and the end, the end and the beginning, to-

here, 'and show that, because of that
loed of the Testimony, the ultimate issue
is this—RRRPURRE !

We retunn to that which lies between. The
two things which follow, which are really
between Abel and Enoch spmlmdllx/ speaking,
are related ively to those things. Noah
is related spiritusllly to Abel, and Abraham
is related spu'itmlly to Enoch....Let us see
how that is.

Noah—The Testimony in its Ministry

to the World.

Hebrews xi. verse 7 ::

* By faith Noah, being wanned of Godl cmresm-
ing things ﬂet seen as yet, moved with godly
fear, pfepaf an ark to the savigofhishouse-
through whieh he condemned the world, and
m% h}gif the righteousness wihich is @ccordiing

Noah is the Testimony in the world, the
ministry of the Church. God looked and saw
that iniguity was well ﬁigB universsll, that
wielkedness filled the earth, that evefy imagina—
tion of man's heart was evil. Where there B
righteousness there st be condennnetion,
jud ment and death. But Noah lived in the

of a state like that, a state of sin, and
death and he lived against that state of things,
he did not live with It. He stood as a rock in
the midst of that evil curwenmtt, that tide of

3




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 13 - Searchable

Testimony, as to the nature of the Testimony,
the explanation of it, but you can never carry
the Testimony out into this world by taking
out a form ot doctrine, by taking out a system
of truth. We can never take the Testimony
out by what we say. 1he battle of the Tes-
timony is usually fought in the spiritual realm,
and that is why so often, before we begin to
say anything, there has to be a mighty battle,
and something has to be settled in the unseen
in relation to the Testimony before the words
are spoken. It is a position which has to be
secured in advance. Life has once again to
register itself triumphantly against the forces
of death. The word can then come through
in the power of that life, in the power of that
victory. It is that very conflict which gives
to the word subsequently spoken its power, its
life, ite effectiveness. If those of us who have
anything to do with ministry simply climbed
on to platforms and never had a background
confiict in relation to those things, they would
be mechanical, there would be nothing in it ;
.but because there is continuously that back-
ground fight, that gives the very meaning,
virtue and power to that which is said. The
word comes out then in virtue of a fresh
registration of life over death.

Much of this is said for those who are familiar
with the phrase ‘‘ the Testimony.” It is said,
for ‘one reason, to clarify the nature of
the Testimony, ahd' for another to ecall us
again to see that it is mot a mental appre-
hension of things said which brings hs into
the Testimony, but it is a spiritual position.
The thing that we are to seek from the Lord
is not that we might understand all the teach-
ing, but that we might be brought into the
power of His resurrection. That we may

know that life, and know how to live by that
life in the mighty virtue of His precious 8lood,
in ell that the Lord Jesus has accomplished by
His Cross. We are living on the opposite
gide of Calvary from that of Abel and these
other witnesses. Their testimony led on to
Calvary, ours comes out of Calvary. We
stand in the positive realisation of that toward
which their faith looked.

We are surely called, equally with them, to
be men and women of faith. It is putting it
mildly to say equally. All this means our
positive attitude of faith., It is faith basically
in all that that Blood represerts, includes,
signitier, secures, and faith for all that that
Blood works out to. If you believe that the
Lord Jesus really has conquered death, and
has given to you the very life by which He
conquered death.; if you believe it with all
your heart, then you ought not to be a victim
of the dead state of things all around you.
You ought to be in a state of life triumphant,
even though death presses on every side; and
you can be. Your faith will put you in that
position of ascendency over death.

The Lord is truly seeking to get His company,
by which the full issue of that life shall be
displeyed to this universe, be wrought out in
this universe, a translation company. The
rapture may take place in the lifetime of many
of us. That is a possibility, at least. Some
of us feel that it is a probability, but if we
leave it just as a possibility surely we should
be completely stretched out, that it should be
true of us that the final phase of His victory
is displayed in us in a life which displays the
fact that Satan, who had the power of death,
is a truly conquered foe. May we live unto
that from day to day. T. A-S.

NEW LITERATURE
BY T. A.S.

THE BODY OF CHRIST

Revised Edition, 6d. Postage, 1d.
Cloth bound, 9d. Postage, 11d.

THE LORD’'S TESTIMONY AND
THE WORLD NEED

8d.
Cloth boards, 9d.

Reprint—
THE INCENSE-BEARER

id.
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The Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ

Rzapines : Philippiams i. ; in. 8.
L—The Fight for a Coutinent.

Teti letter to the Phlllp})lﬁm will mainly
our attention, but before we come to it

y we shall be more in that chapter winickn
before us the estabhshmg of the Lord’s

T in Philippi, n , chapter xvi. of

the boel of the Aets. 1 think that very few

ef the Lerd’s Faeple whe have read it thought

have failed to be impressed very deefly

Wﬂ; the little letw te the Phili
gne Seripture, Bpefh its
'dl’-@i§§a$ﬂ39i‘€£§ﬁ an
gstle feund i%ﬁ%ﬁibl% 8

s T
B We 9}%}5

QG@%

e H‘%ﬁ‘ﬁ

There are special things about these Philippian
believers whic-;h make that possible, and w!nch
so draw him out. When that is recognised
as over against his great difficulty in opening
his heart in 1 other directions—the longing,
but the inability because of prevailing con in
tions, because of so much which had to be
waded through of what was not according to the
Lord’'s mind, all off whiicln Tritenn jin ks
desire to get into the closest personal touch in
the life of the Lord—I say wiien we recognise
that, we are bound to conclude that the Philip-
pians something very precious for
the Lord. They stood in a position which—
if the Apostle himself reflected the Lord's own
relationship to themn—brought great joy to the
heart of the Lord. We have come to know
this letter as the letter of triumphant joy.

There had just streaked across the horizon
slight vapours. At one point it seemed almost
that a cloud crossed the sky, a cloud of very un-
pleasant memory. But apart from those
mg clouds or vapours the letter is just full ef

gl wonderful, overflowing 1 oy. And if these

hppxans were the ocecasion of it, as wn-
they were, remembering the condi-

tions and the &osltion of the Apostle at the time,
present spmeth

then surely in which
the Lord has delight, something which

stands for the Lord as being of great value to
Him. That being the case, it is always good to

look at the history of such a people, and espe-
cially at the commencement of their spiritual
history, or of their relationship to the Lord.
Thus we turn back to chapter xvi. of the Acts,
to see something as to the spiritual origin of the
assembly of believers in Philippi.

A Great and Effectuall Door.

We know that Philippii was of very great
strategic value so far as the Gaspsl in the
nations was concerned. We know that Philippi
was the door into the Westerm world, into
Europe, and it was through that door at Philippi
that the Gospel came to us, and into these
Western nations. So that, so far as this world
is concerned with the Gaspel, Philippii was of
great strategic value. Yow are not surprised,
therefore, that the opening of that door,
the passiﬁg through it, and the establishing of
the Testimony on the oﬂh&sﬂbdﬁ, wesffsaghit
with terrific confliitt; a conflict in which it seenedi
that all the cosmic and universsl foraes lssasme

engagedi
The Divine Mind and our Sanctified Common
Sense,

Glame through chapter xvi. with that
ghtmmmdandl you will be impressed with
orces which were active in relation to the

being established in Philippii. You
be with—we will not a conflict—but a
rence between a sanctified human
judgment, and the revealed will of God. That
is whefe things commenced. You find that
Paiil ahd his eompanions, Silas, Tinethy and
Liule, were meving in a eeriain direstion, and
their ewh minds were undeubtedly \werld
w&h eertainReldisef labeur th view, Thﬁf‘ﬁmul

B ﬁmﬁ%" ag
&(6@&% 9 ﬁ

Eila

Hea ! ?ﬁ

aeﬂsn z

déé
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mean by that that all their powers are on the
Lord’s side, mind, heart and will, spirit, soul and
body. Thereisnoquestion about that. They are
wholly consecrated men. There is no working
for themselves ; there are no ambitions of their
own ; they have no personal enterprises and
interests to realise ; they are wholly out for God,
and in that devotion to the Lord, and in that
full consecration of their entire being, they
contemplate certain things, they assay to
move in certain directions. Then even so
they come up against something else, which
transcends even a consecrated human judgment,
and they are forbidden to preach the Word in
Asig, and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not

to go into Bithynia, That is something to
th.ini about ! o

You see you have laid down a law, estab-
lished a principle, right at the outset, by which
the fulness of Christ is to be realised. I believe
that that is a basic law to this very thing which
we have in view, the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ. We have no wish to stay with that
very long ; we mention it ar something to take
account of. We hear people reason that way
in these days. Well, use your sanctified
common sense ! they say, as though that were
the last word in direction. Bnt here it is clearly
revealed that there is something which tran-
scends sanctified common sense. There is a
revealed will of God which is other than the
very best consecrated human judgment.

So often a position like this arises, and we
assay to proceed along lines which are
commended to us;by our very devotion to
the Lord. We are all out for the Lord ; we are
consecrated to the Lord ; we are quite sure that
we are not actuatqd by personal ambitions, and
it is not that we have plans of our own that we
are trying to out, but we really are for the
Lord ; and because of that we would allow our
own activities of midd, and heart, and will, in
the interests of the Lord, to dictate our course,
to create our policy, and we would think that
zeal for the Lord, devotion to the Lord, heart
consecration to the Lord warrants our doing
anything that comes into our mind for the Lord.
Even 8o we often live to discover that that is
not the most fruitful way, that even that zeal
for the Lord may mean that the fruit is much
less than it ought to have been.

The Things which Ditfer.

We are eceking, by the enablement of the
Lord, to keep very close to the text of the letter

»

to the Philippians, and in that chapter it seems
that (although we do not suggest that this
relationship was in the mind of the Apostle) in
the mind of the Holy Spirit there is an under.
lying relationship between what we have just
mentioned a8 a principle and that word of the
Apostle to the Philippians : “ That you may be
able to discriminate between the things which
are excellent.”” The Apostle is saying that it is
not a matter of discrimination between right and
wrong, good and bad. That is not what is in
view at all. He is speaking in the exceliencies.
There is a very high level here. He speaks
about the excellency of the knowledge. The
word really is ‘‘super-eminence.” There may
be very eminent thi
Christian life, but Paul is after the super-
eminence, the transcendence, the excellenvy of
the knowledge of Christ, something above the
average. And so he says to them, not that
they may be able to discern, judge, discriminate
between good and bad, right and wrong, the
things which are of the Lord and the things
which are not of the Lord, but that they may
be able to discriminate between good things
and better things, or the best things and the
things which do not just reach the best, but
which are superior. It is good to be whole-
heartedly devoted to the Lord, thoroughly
consecrated to the Lord. It is very good to
have consecrated spirit, soul and body, mind,
heart and will, and all your powers to the Lord.
But there is something above that, and the
sumething above that is that the Holy Spirit
may be even better than our very best con-
secrated and sanctified judgment. The Holy
Spirit may even go one beyond our most
ardent devotion to the Lord and swing us in
the opposite direction from that in which our
devotion would take us. We are not to make
our coneecration to the Lord, and the fact that
we ane out for the Lord, the goverming factor
in the planning of our life, in the arranging of
our course.

Every Need is not a Call.

The Lord’s servants thought of preaching
the Word in Asia. Very good! Ephesus, for
instance, needed the Gospel, and was a great
field of opportunity. Yes, in Asia there was &
great field, and perhaps, prompted by a sense
of the need in that direction, and a desire that
Christ should be fully known there, they felt
for the moment that was the thing to do.
Then, being forbidden in that direction they

8

in Christ and in the .
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turned to Bithynia. Bithynia needed the
Wordi; Bithynia needed the Lord ; surely the
situation in Bithynia constituted a call. No!
not every need constitutes a call. A 1Ay
of the Lord's servants think that because there
is a need ihat is a call. Bithynia will have
whet it needs in the Lerd's time, so will
Asia, but just at the mement the Lerd has
other things, and if you ruw 6ff to Asia or 6
Bithynia out of the Lerd’s time yeu will find
that yaw miss the Lerd's transeendent b@@t
a{ be 16§€ thefe, tize
b@ 16§£ ﬂl@f@, Eh@ erd’s be 4

The miﬂg gh 66mes in uﬁ€6 th { Yramscen-
dent fuldess ef Christ is that there st be

semething even mere than auf devam to the
Lefai; there miust be an abselute g@v
msemsed

g AN %’f’%ﬁéﬁgg
pus aside all eur mest deveted aﬁe
reasenings and desires fer the Lord’ a%

aﬁeﬁhsf eeufﬁs The er mte

ﬁa,ise
) she 389591{4%%%?@% &ﬁ y o

That is how Phnhn[;ﬁ: came in. It is wonderful
to see Phili g in in that way. They
owed everyt mg and Europe owed everything
of the Gospel to the fact that here were men whe
were passionately deveted to the Lerd, and
were willing te subject their judgemeﬂt 0
the Spirit of Jesus.

Do want to know the excellency of
Christ ? You will have to come one step further
than consecrated common sense. Whatt is
that? The absolute Lordship of Christ to
dictate everything, even if that means contra-
dicting your best andl most sanctified human
ju .

The whole thing commenced there for
Philippi and for Europe. It commenced
with, not a conflict, because there was no
conflict, there was fie battle over it, but

a "eﬁ_aﬂdass?caaae_@faaiﬂ‘efm.
Very often it is a cenfliet with seme people.
We have knewn of a real baitle goifg en
between this eensecrated eammea sense, thHis
sanetified human judgment, and the dietates
of the Hely Spirit. Very eften ﬁl@[-@ is a
beftle 6n that greuhd, but in this ease there
was ﬁe battle.” The faet of the difference
is mad {vsleaf, and everything fer
PhilipFi and the werld, 56 far as the

is coneerned, had its Fise in the establish-

moxst devotid dydgigent iat de tohatvadulbedbsdhee the

Lord's internestianasdst.

After all, that is only a negative side ; but
when that is settled you have opened the way
for something else. Yow make a ive

et possible. I am quite sure that there
wilbeagremtdealofarrestastotbepmﬂve
side of the Lord’s purpose until this matter
is once and for all settled.

The Clelt-Stick Test.

The next thing you see, having cleared up
all that and having completely obeyed the Lord,
is that you must remember there was a gap
(even if there were only a gap of hours) between
what we have called the negative and the
tive. Put yourself into the positim of these four
men, been forbidden to the Word
in Asia. They might have said, very well, we only
meant it for the Lord, we were out for the
Lord’s Interests, our hearts were set upen the
Lord having all that He could have in Asis,
but the Lerd does not want if. Wbsltis

F reaetion to that ? I was aflame for the

fd, to be used of Him for His glory in a
sertain direstion, and the Lord sl shut the
deer in fy face. Yeu ean take lifes iA
me ES§8H66 ef a_gituatien like that. Yeu

il, evidently the Lerd dees fiet
e %BSF@ Better give it all
ap; i£ i8 uﬁe sleaf that the Lord dees net

gervies ! @ig@ 6an say : Evitnil
nas got seméthing else ; 1 will wai
Iaf tihe Lord !

These men swung in another direction to
see if that was the way, and a similar thing
happened. It was a two-fold setback to de-
votion, to zeal.

While that state of negation lasts it is a

ity. With some it lasts a ‘time.

But tho?y accepted it; they knew it was the
Spirit of Jesus Who was at work, holding them
up. They knew quite well that this was the
Lord, and that the Lord would justify Humself
it el off I shillires):” adl ke

Plexdty, the ted the
aﬁuaﬁea%?ef@e@ aﬂd Y dg e

and give it u aiﬂta%gdﬁgi pﬁvﬁ
aitwaae Fait rd had sehethi

else, and while they held en - definitely th
Lord was fet setting them aside, He was enl

mem; of that truth of Chwist Qwlabbe\Viidbeshesturning them in mere fruitful dlfééﬁ@ﬁéy
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They held on in faith. They opened the way
for the positive side.

Then a vision ap unto Paul, and he
saw & man of Macedonia, and he heard that
man say: “ Come over into Macedonia and
help us.” It had seemed that Asia was
saying : Come over into Asia and help us!
1t seemed that Bithynia had been crying in
the same way, but it proved not to be so.
That was their own conclusion about the
situation. But here a man of Macedonia cried,
and so they took their course in the direction
of Macedonia assuredly gathering that God
had called them to preach the Word there.
Then the course of the journey is given to us.

Universal Forces in Motion.

Now you see the forces at work. You have
the forces which could be conflicting forces,
even in the consecrated natural man, and the
government of the Holy Spirit. But here, in
the first {pla.ce, you have the absolute Sover-
eignty of the Spirit of Jesus. And then
another force, a vision appeared anto Paul.
Heaven is coming in through the Sovereignty
of the Holy Spirit in life. How true to principle
this is in the Word of God. Jesus coming up
out of the water and praying, the heavens,
were opened to Him, the Spirit lighted upon
Him, the heavenly voice was heard. The
heavens come in through the Spirit into a life
which is utferly under the heavenly govern-
ment. The vision—that is heaven! Bvt
you never get a situation like that for long
before hell makes; itself manifest. Just as
in the case of the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of
heaven coming in the wilderness and the devil
soon following, so here Satan comes into view
next, and we have, various forms in which he
works. We simply mention them and paass
on.

There is this r girl, this slave of the
temple, possessetfo‘l))y an evil spirit, under
the domination of the devil ; and a very subtle
move of the devil, patronising the servants
of God. We can always afford to be sus-
picious when the devil patronises the servants
of God, and the Gospel, and allies himself to
the things of the Lord. She cried: * These
men are the servants of the Most High God,
which proclaim unto you the way of salvation.”
This she did for many days. Then there is
the action of the Apostle, touching the most
sensitive point in civilisation, & man’s pocket,
‘and the uprising of the powers that be on this
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earth. You see the different instrumentalities
and methods of the enemy. The end of that
phase was that Paul and Silas were in the
dungeon, in the prison.

Mark the movement. The human spirit sub.-
jected to the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit
taking charge on that ground, bringing into
what is positive of the Lord’s will, a heavenly
vision ; the forces of evil and darkness rising
up to counter that, using all means available,
men and women governed by the enemy as
instruments of his; then in the inner prison.
The next thing you know of is an earthquake.
Oh ! how many forces there are at work! It
seems that the very universe is in a state of
activity ; heaven, earth and hell are bound
up with this issue ; God, men and devils.

It is always like that when God has a great
door in view. Heaven is taking a lively
interest in the whole thing. The necessity,
when great Divine issues are at stake, is for
man to be absolutely under the government
of the Holy Spirit, and not following his own
mind, even though that mind be for the Lord.
The enemy rises up from -beneath, and earth
becomes involved. All the forces of the
universe are found active when a door like
this is the issue.

The Significance o! Prayaer.

What is the point that we are seeking to
reach at this moment ? The point is this, that
there is seen to be here something which is
God’s way of realising His end, and which
touches these factors and features of the
situation. It touches heaven ; it changes man ;
it upheaves the situation as it is; and it pro-
vokes hell. What is it ? If you look closely
you will see that it is prayer. Three times in
Chapter xvi. you have a reference to their
praying. They arrive in Philippi, and they
are wondering why the Lord has so strangely
brought them there, and you are told that
the very first activity is that they went out on
the Sabbath day by the river, supposing
that there was a place for prayer. They
have a purpose in mind, and that purpose is
prayer, and they are seeking to put that pur-
pose into operation, to find a place for prayer.
Prayer is their objective. You may say that
prayer is the basis of everything here. So
prayer comes in as the first thing in their
activity in relation to this t, strategic
door, and they go down by the river, which
was & mile away from the city, to get to prayer,

P A ;-".._.
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Qthers evidently resorted thither on the
Sabbeth day, for certzim wemen were found
there, and these servamts of the Lord spoke
unto them the Word of the Lord. It seems,
fromthiedda gge;hlaathlayw.ﬁltppkkethleewudd
of the Lord, Paul was the chief speakerr;
and the Lord opened their hearts to give
heed unto the things which were spoken by the
&p@ﬂe We are not following up the course

things into the house of Lydia, and so on,
hntw&ra&w;note is th%tbeﬁrﬂtmvemmt
wes ough prayer. ayer was opening
a door into & Cuntiientt through humam hearts.
Their hearts were opened, and Lydia welcomed
them to her house. They received the Word,
and she and they of her house were bapnsed
The Testimonmy has started.

The man of Mecedomia turned out to be a
WOIaN.

The next thing you read is that as #hegy

weee ggoig Jdogpegye rthlids woanaan withh
the spirit of Python fo them. The
knows when you are geing to [pa.

He s knows when you are g dﬂ%ﬁ@ pfﬁﬁf,

and if he ean he will divert yo

now the sublilly ef the eﬁemy's wefls te

g&tf@ﬂiﬁe them, to popularise t‘heif fmﬂi@c
make pfayef uﬁﬂesesﬁaﬁ | Gél

l@§8§ i£§ ﬂs&@éﬁg
ﬁs BF, ﬂ;s ieres

%,WHGﬂ%BGESiSSHSSSﬁE;W&GB %

i5 0 PF You! Jaevef g}/@
&’m

desperately when t
Mﬂg Seo the eﬁemy weuld 661e al v%
this wemah, and it seems that £Ris is wende
If the natural judgient takes it en, ﬁ
leclks as th this very persen i§ ah £ 48
the t almest appears that Ged has
sent aleng this as a great influence
in this eity amaﬁ gt gopls; to pave the way
for the ret that have turned
them away prayer? That was a subtle
move, and vefy slev&r, just like th

** A they Wwe¥ aes of @f” s'
He kﬂew WH% th € ﬁ{gdh
£ § eisVSf {2’ ﬁé‘im
aﬂd 1£ i§ 9 Egﬁ %E ggw%ﬂ{i it aaggg
F ef; Eﬂuﬁ 9%&956 i’é

f.heif- elese walk with

disclesed tthe Feal ﬂatufe

it was net of

This was net seme DiVi e fasmiaﬂﬁ
progress of the
subtlety deeply

the
G?a, his was a Sa‘uza.ﬁie
laid in terms whieh Jloeled

like being an to the Gmpd Prayer is

un the enemy's deep sulbitleties.

ayer initiated this matter in Philippi, and
% is continuing it.

e know what happened over the girl,
and the demon, and the uproar, and the prison,
the stripes, the chaims, the dungeon. Then
at midnight they prayell and san _ppraises,
Prayer is going on to consummate this thing,
as it has initiated and continued it; and
does consummate it, because it was in that
fimell praying and praising that the issue was
settled. Suddenmly heaven came in
and there was an e The rest the
story is familiar, the jailor and his, believed
and were sed. The Test!mony is estab-

lished, the history of the Philippisan Church is
commenced

Now we have said two things. Firstly, if
the Phili something very pre-

cious to the Lord, and if Paul’s attitude toward
ever them this spiFi
which
all § eia 8 of the uﬁivefseagem‘?ir@um
= g{z

them is a veflestion of the Lerd's sttitude
Whdation eF life
§ pray by hich
upaﬂ
Bt § i@ﬂ@
€ E
e %ﬁ@?{

of dull condiition
has a8 its
i66ue.
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