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THE HONOR OAK CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CENTRE,
Honor Oak Road, Londen, S.E.23.
N

Meetings for Spiritwal Edification, the Procimation of the Gospe), Prayer and Fellowship.

SuNpaws:—iil a.m. and Nk p.m. WpLssiavs :—8 (Bible School).
Mowomws :—% (Prayer Meeting). SATURDANYS:—7.30 (Prayer Meeting).
T. AusTiN-SPANKS

Miimstcrs: T, MAIHIC JIrEKKYS *
All particulars may he obtained from Mr. G. PATKNSON, 47 Tintaiscl Crescen
Londom. $.E/22. the Secretary of the "Fellowdhpp™
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A WITNESS AND A TIESTIWONY

MINISTERS LETTER

dammary, 1927.
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Se in the darkness, here is the ight, for it is
the light of an indwelling Life aceording to His
promise :  He that followeth Me, shall net w&lk
in dankness ; but shall have the light ef Li
And, a.gaim, in our weakness (so readily
acknowletiget, Lord !) here is our Stremgth.
The very Might of God is in these feeble but
believing hearts, We will not be intimidated
by all the wrath and fury of the adversary ;
neithef are we dismayed by the ke in-
effectiveness of our own resources, for He Who
is stronger than the strong, lias come in to
abide with us.' Owr weakmess but affords a
richer oppertunity for God's grace. and the
occasjon shall enhance His glory.
The key-stronghold to all the land of promise,
Jericho, collapses to the mere shout of a

§}&

patient but proclaiming faith. But your faith |
must have a voice. 8ay iti! - Let the redeemed . |
of the Lord say so! It is the “ utterance ” of
faith that stamds to the faithfuhrss of a
covenanttnkeeplmxg God (and what assuraice lias
He not given in the blood of the Cross ? ) thst
turns the battie at the gate.

Se we have proved it throughout this )
whether in li hﬁé or shadow, a.ugi pass the ?:&E%gz';
on that the Year mmy be faced with eeurage.

Whao can tell what it mmy bring forth ? IBut

for us who dare believe it must, amd shall, bring
forth the glory of Goed.

e——————

THE
MINISTRY AND FELLOWSHIP

WeeLL, the Lord has raised our “ beloved ’*;
and onoe again there is a feast of love where
the joy of this resurrectiomis shared. It would
be idle to try to put into words the gratitude
of our hearts. This sickmess has indeed been
to the glory of God. It has caused us to cast
oufselves upon Him, and thus to prove Him,
as never befoere. Throughout the first strenueous
fertnight, when human fesowiees sesmed S6
preearious ahd wefe eentinually threatening €6
eollapae, we were threwn again and agairn wpen
rayef as the Lord’s way ef esmih iﬁw

he gituatien: Not that we are unmi
medieal skill and deveted nwising! We m@ula
B@ gingularly ehurlish were we to fail in owr
recognition of these Divinely permitted minis-
tries. But it was net these me ns only that
breught eur brother through. There lias besn
a4 ready adwinaion frem these direstiens that
the caag ia & ““nifrdcle.” Do W ot Hitow it?
For Whenever the sitdatien Beesme rmefe
SRS the ml? sé%im ehergized and stirréd
rﬁ 4p 16 take held of these Divine reseuress of
ife \hich Hre seeks te minister in the fellowskip
ot the Body of Christ, and—tiie Was &hwavs
an imRkdake respense. It has Been thraugh:
At & wonderful demonstration of this law of
the Spirit of Life in the Ohrist; viz., that we
MRENGRIRE 0 BRG aRAther an MmeRitih of Hik Bady
il & Holy Ghest praxer-life. May the lesson
Af these tense weekn [pad us on to exereire this
miniatFy in all the ranges of i< pekkiHillty fur
the ehiureh of the living Gud in all the world.

Our brother will need yet a long svason of
quiietiress and rest, but his ministry in the Spirit
will be very valuathk to us at the (Viittre.
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Thee are the weeks when the ordering amd
appointmonts of our “rhouse” will be taking
shape, and we are already praising our God for
His wisdom in keeping our brother at home.
There will be needed much coumsel of the Lord’s
Presence, as we shall be waiting upon Him
together that the ministry and equi of ;
the Hostel, Training Centre, and the de -

ment of service in the Fellowship, shall
according to His pattern.

MmvisTRY.~—~0Of the many calls to service this
past month we should record that at Newcastle |
and Colchestar the Lord’s Presence was mariifested, |
and the Word of God was richly blessed. At
Newcastle the ‘‘Witress and Testimony"’ Confer-
ences are being held the third Friday in each month. |

THE JANUARY CONFERENCE.—As predicted, |
the Lord made this a time of decision and i
action with regard to these long foreseen j
developments. The Theme, “TThe testimony
of Jesus,' really gathered around these practical
matters ; but we shall ever remember the biessed
way in which the Lord brought our brother,
Mr. A. 8. Crowe, of the Kurku and Central
Imdian Hill Mission, into a rich tide of ministry
in the Word. The addresses on Sa and
Sunday evenimgs came fresh and living from the
Throne, and there was another season of unetion
on Monday afternoon. It is most encowrsging
to us as God “comes in ™ in this way. Ouf
brother, Mr. Pearson Harrison, was enly #ble
to be with us on the Saturday afterneen, when
he was suffering from indispesitien, but the
Lord had His own provisien for us,and we give
Him praise!

The addresses of our brother, Mr. Crowe,

were reported, and we give the summany of the
firat in this issue.

Upon our own heart was the burden of our
relation as a fellowship to “‘fThe testimony of
Jesus,” and, as intimated, this headed up to
the practical matter of bur present actual basis.

. Twe FRuowsHie.— It was necessary to make
it elear that with our removal from the former

premises we had come out upon the clear basis |

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

of these,as we continue to wait mpon God, that
we arc expectant. 0Ot is evident that ' our
present fellowship must be based upom a
wholehearted acceptance, on the part of those
who have followed us, of the wital spiritual
principles which our " Testii ¥ affirms,
There haz been demomtrated a wonderful
loyalty to the spiritual leadership and mimistry.
Dwriing these montls of transition the respon-
sibility for practical direction devolved upon
such as were wholly devoted to the vision the
Lord had given to the . We believe
this is blessedly shared. But some had to take
the necessary* steps to ensure the eontinuity
of the ministry and testimony of the fellowship
as gathered together in this locality. Im this
matter onr brothers Paterson, Bond, Taylor
and Alexander have co-operated with us in

J

)

assuming a joint-trusteeship of the ° Honor
i Oak Christian Fellowship Centre,” recognising
: that thid invelved a spiritual responsibility.
We believe that the “* Fellowship ™
recognises thid as being of God, and there has
been a spontarrenus and acceptance
| of the present positiom: but where so mmmy
| are ready for service we may expect the Lord
te faie up others in aids, helps, govern-
I ments a&nd administrations. These Howewver
| wiill beeotne aniRst as we eontinue inBtant in
prayer. We have been stripped ef every form
Nof° mBANMARE Corpahifabtitr) and dthé cLbrt chdws
| 1o build wh now from the foundwtion. But
P the “Toundatien ' statids fivm. M Lerd,
| Fe is the ‘ Feundatien.” _ ,
| ARd-£part ol ouf régpular times of méstiiy
| we are 166king ferward t8 the me
| the fully equipped Hostel will afford of a mere
* 6f less e6Atin §g r-fellpwatiinp where these
\hoth the Lord sHall raise up as intereessers
1 &an dedl with the Many s for aid and de-
I liveranes (t6 Be wretght 6nly threugh prayert
| that are eontinually eoming te us frem all
1 parts of the wend,
! Tk HOBTEL:
We have been led to definitely * call” our
sisters Lady e and Mrs. Brand VU.S.A.) to

ef a fellowship in the Spirit through the ! the ministry of taking the oversight of this
redeeming grace of our God -in the Christ, ' part of our corporate service, and they ace
erucified. All organisation, as such, has been responding to the “wall” as one that-the Lord
left behind. The old church iip roll ; had already laid upon their hearts. We trust
has ceased to exist, and all the administration | that beth these “servamts of the Lord * will
which depemded upom that system of “church . be with us by the February Comferemce. We
government,” including the deucvmmite, has in  are filled with prame for God’s bounteons pro-
like mammer concluded its term. vision for ths important mimistry., None
. But there will be ordcrings of fellowship in | could be more competent in grace or gifts.
life and service and it is for the coming forth | The Lord make them both a wonldi blessing;.
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The Hostel will be a guest-bouse for senvants
ef God from all parts of the world who return
from strenuoms labours and conflict, meeding
the rest and reinforcement we trust their fellow-
ghip with us will provide. The possibilities of
this ministry are very great.

TramwmNe CENTRE :—The time has come for
a definite commencing of this work. - Already
there are several applicants waiting for this
annonneementt. God has brought into our
Fellowship a sufficient numilser of those “ apt
to teach *’ under His anointing, and we are able
to go right ahead. We do not specify here any
details of our prospective course. We must ob-
tain all such matter from the Lord, but all who
are interested in this * department,” if it may
be so termed, of our Fellowship and Ministry
are requested to write now to—

Mr. 6. PATERSON,
Honor Oak Christian Fellowship Centre,

Homor Oak Road, S.E.23.
PIERENT.

We rejoice atihesettlementof our dear brother,
the Rev. Dougles Wood, late of Matlock, in our
near vicinity. Mr. Wood hes now a free itiner-
ant ministry within his own “«hurch,” but he
belongs to that Ome Church, which is Hiis Body.
And the Lord hsz brought his dear wife and
hinself into clese and affectionate fellowship
with ourselves., We are looking forward to an«
imcreasing blessing as this freeing of our brother
for the proclamation of the whole counsel of
God becomes more and more manifest.
ABBENT.

Another servant of God, who had also come
into close fellowship with iis, the Rew. T. A.
Horne, Vicar of Haddon, near Peterborough,
was called suddenmly into the Giory of His
Presence & week ago. HKiis was a pure spirit.
He followed the Lord in a beautiful simplicity
of faith., He had been with us at more than
one conference, and we had learned to love his
;/morth, So'we j@um@g @@n;z;d et»l?at lg@m‘ vgeﬁ

i pwpose e@m‘uﬂ@t@ n ureh, we sha
all be together “‘dor ever with the Lord."
Dx. LUWSDEN.

Our gister has just returned from a ministry
of marked blessing in Lisburn, near Belfast,
January 15th to 18th.

We rejoice in this all the more because there
was a going forth (under much pressure), for during
the past BiX weeks our sister has been a bulwark
of faith amtl service to us all. Her labours of love
have been manifold ami inestimable. We thank
Got for His gift to us in her fellowship and ministry.

A PERSONAL LETTER
BaLoYED IN THE LORD,

t  The burden of indebketlmess and gratitude
has become so great that I must make am
' outlet—though so inadeq ; this brief
: personal note.  For all the wonderful kindness
; shown in so many ways during this time of
! sicknesss—both in spiritual upholding and in
lifting all the temporal concern from us by
! so many and generous gifts—for all the tokens
| of thought and care frorm numerous friends
 near and far, I do tender a gratitude which
can never be expressed in words, This trul¥
is the Grace of Ged resting upem you, for
: am the least of all in worthiness of this great:
kindreess, I do trust that in some way a
ministry enriched by this time of going imto
the depths with the Lord will work out to
your upbuilding and blessing.

Undoubtedly there was some very great
purpose in the mind of God in taking one
through this, and I think many of us here in
the local fellowship are already able to discern
something of this. May it all be realised and
pothing be lost. The testimony to the Resur-
feetion i8 greatly strengthened, and our witness
te His Life as out of death is confirmed. There
wefe evidently some things which could not
be brought abeut in any other way. and for
the aceemplishmrert of which the Lord did not
gatee this to be too great a price. Loeking
back ever it all ene is faseinated with the many
revelations of the helding of His hand. The
full stery may of may hever be told, but one
feels that, for the Bake of the “ Testhmony ™ one
sheuld feeerd that, in their differemt ways,

!

g v YE e e

independently of one another, and quite im-
solicited, Burgeons and nurwes, and others in a

| positiefi to judge, have declared with emphasis

=49 use the words of one of them—'It is
4 fhiraele you afe alive! ™ We agree, but this
{8 o strange word or truth.

Beloved, once more, receive my very deep
gratitude, and may our personal fellowship bo
hastened by the continmed increase of the
Lord’s life and stremgth. The many friends to
whom I owe letters will, I am sure, be patient
vet a little while. Like Hezekiah. to whom
the Lord added some years of life, one feels
that «“1 shall go softly all my days," but enly
the “saoftlimess ¥ of a solemn realisation that
life is not their oman.

Yaours in the one Life and Witness,
T. AusTan-SPARKS,
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i PARABLES OF THE @Oxusss”

DEaTH 18 THE GATE OF LIFE.

THERE was deep insight in thuise old words.
For man’s natural thought of death is that of a
dreary ending in decay and dissolution. And
from his standpoint he is right: death as the
punishment of sin #3 an emding.

But far other is God’s thought in the redemption
of the world. He takes the very thing that came
in with the curse, and makes it the path of glory.
Death becomes a beginning instead of an ending,
for it becomes the means of liberating a fresh life.

And so the hope that lies in these parable
lessons of death and life is meant for those who
only are turming to Him for redemption. To
those who have not turned, death stands in all
its old awful doom, inevitabile, irrevocable. There
is no gleam of light through it for them.

* * * ¥

*The death of the Cross " —dleath’s tmiumph
hour—tihat was the point where God's gate opened ;
and to that gate we come again and again, as
our lives umfold, and through it pass even on
earth to our joyful resurrectiom, to a life each
time more abundgant, for each time the dying is a
deeper dying. The Christiam life is a process of
deliverance out of one world into ‘another, and
* death,” a8 has been truly said, “is the only
way out of any world in which we are.”

" Death is the gate of life. Dwoes it look so
to us? [Have we learnt to go downm, once and
again, into its gathering shadows in quietmess and
confidence, knowing that there is always *‘ a betiter
resurrection " beyond ?

It is in the stages of a plant’s growth, its budding
and blossoming and seed-lieanimg, that this lesson
has come to me : the lessom of death in it8 delivering
power. It has come as no mere far-fetched
imagery, but as one of the many voices in which
God speaks, bringing strength and gladmss frem
Hiis Holy Place.

Can wo not trace the sign of the Cross in the
first hint of the new spring’s dawning ? In many
cases, as in the chestnut, before a single old leaf
has faded, next year’s buds may be Been, at the
summit of branch and twig, formed inte its very
likeness: in others the leaf-buds se&m to bear iis
mark by breaking through the atem bleed=red.
Back in the plamt's first stages, the erimson toueh
is to be found in seed-leawves and .fresh aheets,
and even in the hiddem sprouts. Leek .at the
acorn, for instance, as it breaks its shell, and see
how tho baby tree bears its hirthnmirk : it is the
blood-red in which tho prism ray dawms eut ef
the darkmess, and tho sunrise out of the night.
The very stars, science now tolls us, glow with this
same colour as they are born into the umiveiss
out of tho dying of former stars.*

. Be it as it may. in natwre, it is true, nt any rate
in the world of grace, that each soul thait would
enter into real life mmst bear at the outwet this

* Prof. Huggina. Brit. Awo, 1891,

efimson Bexll; there must. be the irqdi\ﬁdml
“ gprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ.” It
must go out through the Gate of the Cross.

And here is the needs-be. Death is the enly
way out of the world of condemmation wiherein
we'lie. Shut into that world, it is vain to try by
any self-effrt to battle out; nothing can revoke
the decree *‘ttise sowil tthet simneth iit shall die.”

The only choice left is this. Shall it be, undsr
the old headship of Adam, our own death, in all
that God means by the word, or shall it be, under
the headship of Christ, the death of amether in
our place ? )

It is when we come to self-desprin, when we
feel ourselves locked in, waiting our deom, that
the glory and the beauty of God's way of eseape
dawns upom us, and we submit eurselves to Him
in it. All resistance breaks down as faith eloses
on the fact : *‘ﬁblmmﬁmw%makm
me.” We receive the atone so hardly %@H:
and we go out into life net only pardened, But
cleared and justified,

Dears TO Sin's PEwALTY Is THE WaAY OUT INTO
A LwE oF. JUSTIFICATION.

And as we go out free, we find that on the other
side of the Cross a new existence has really begun :
that the love olt)‘e the Cmcifiedi ha:mmtmmﬁmd tl}ég
springs of our being—we are in wor
under an open heaven. *‘Christ thath anﬁemsi
for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God.” )

Does anyone read these words who is trying to
struggle from the natural life into the spiritual,
by ** soome atlerway * thhan tthisvway of tthe Cress ?
It is as impossible as it would be to pass from
to-day into to-morrow except the night,
Your' tbattling is a battling against God. Yield
and come to His terms. Yield now.

| ] L 3 * *

But blessed as it is, this passage into a life of
peace with Him, woe to the soul that stops there,
thinking that the goal is reached, and dwindiles,
so to speak, into a stunted bud. Huliness, not
safety, is at the end of our calling.

And B0 it comes to pass that a fresh need for
deliverance is soon pressed him who is true
to God's voice in his heart. The two lives are
there together, one new-born and feeble, the other
strong with an earlier growth. “‘The flesh
luateth against the sririt and the spirit against
tho fllesh,” and the will power is distracted between
the two, like the sap that floms partly into the
old condemmned leaves, partly into tho fresh buds.
Consequently there is the strife of a kimgdom
divided against itselff: sometimes the one life
grows and flourisless, somotimes the other ; some-
times they struggle on side by side, till the cry is
forced out—'* Oh, wretched man that I am; who
shall deliver me 7 "

And here again, when tlie point of self-despair
is reached, and we come to seo that our efforts
after holiness are as vain as our efforts after
a:ceapiltanee with God, the door of escape opens
afresh.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 5 - Searchable

] A WITNESS AND

A TESTIMONY

For there i, glory he to God, a definite way cut
from the m?rison' life of struggling amdl failure,
sinning and repenting, wherein many a soul beats
its wings for years after the question of pardon
has been settled. Ani that way is again the way
Mde&tho ¢ 0 ‘o PR :

. A stage of dying must come over the plant before

e new leaves can grow, and thrive. There must
be a deliberate choice between the former ‘growth
and the new;; ome must give way to the other;
the acorn has to come to the peintwiere it ceases
to keep its rag of former existemse, andl lets every-
thing go to the fresh shooti: the twig must with-
draw its sap from.last year’s leaf, amil let it flow
into this year's bud....

ACKNOWILEDOMENT

The following gifts, as apart from local contribu-
tions, were received for the maimtenamce of this

mr during December :—

Cliff Gardens, 18s.; Dower, 7s. 9d.; Palmer's
Green, 10s.; Ashford, 10s.; Cardiff, 10s.; Golders
Green, 4s.8d.; Stoke Newington, 4s.6d.; West
Ealing, 2s.-; Glasgow, 2s. 6d. ; Wwking, 5s.; Cardiff,
4s. 6d.;; Worthing, 2s. 6d.; Ipswich, 6s.; Carlisle,
6s.; Chichester, 2s. 6d.; Buoks., 2s. 6d.; Denmark
Hill, 1s. ; Blackpool, 2s. 6d.; Palmer’s Green, 10s. ;
Homsec}l' Rise, 68. Total £6 14 11. The Lord be
thanked.

FEBRUARY CONFERENCE

This will be held (D.V)) upon the first week-end
in the month. Friday to Monday, inclusive,
Febivary 4 to0 7.* " -~

The Conference will mark.the practical begin-
nings of -our extenssonnim mimistry,-forhyy thatdasec
we .hope to have Lady Ogle and Mrs. Brand in our
midst ; antl owrbbetiher also.

We are beginning to recognise that the’ Spirit
does not always allow us to follow out the given
theme; but while ke does honour it in part, the
Lord has other things to say to us. For this we
praise him, and for our liberty. .

We do not propese therefore to continue publish-

» ing a detailed syllabus uniless such should come t
us with,clear and pressing force. Thistheme how-
ever does come to us as for February:—* The
Cross and the WILL of Godi™

Leunflets (with mmp) indicating the location of
our “ Centre* amtl the best routes for reaching it
from the City mmay be obtained from our Ssaetary.

A SIGN

What does it mean to be given to the Lord ?

Nates of an adldeess giwen om the last Neebbuath
evening, Nowgrober  200h, 1926) im Honvor Qak
Buptist Charehdnnlddngs.

: .“Say ye, I am your sign."—Ez. xii. 11.
TuE mental conception of consecration has

come to mean to be biessed and to be made a

Dblessing.. That is not a true conception if just

left there. These passages which we have

read contain a iproposition which is the central
and basic principle of consecration to the Lord,
of ‘being given to the Lord: And what is it?
That He might make us a sign: They comtain
this law, which we have often ‘pointed out, that
God in His eternal determines’ that the
method of His realisation shuold be by an
incarnation of Hiinmself, that is, a manifestation.
of Hiimmelf in the flesh ; and that He should do
something in that incarnation which would
be a sign to the umiwerse, that should signify
something of the infinite Wisdom, Power, amnd
Sovereignty of God— that He should take
hold of the form of a mam, and in that form do
things and say: “ Look at that and leamu.™
By what He does in such an instrument, He is
making that instrument a sign and signification
not only to mam, but to angels of the two
hierarchies, the divine and the satamic. As
exam) in Job, that He might do a thing
that the whole hosts of angels and demons
should look at and learn, and be made wise;
so that in every realm, amongst men and in the
heavenlics, the lower and the super lheavenlies,
God should be able to do a thing in those who
are His, which might be the means of instruct-
ing, making aware, informing and demonstrat-
ing.
nng was a sign to the Children of Israel.
He disobeyed God and God had at once to .act,
and because Moses stood in such a prominent
position before the people, his disobedienee was
publicly punished. In that judgment he became
a sign to the Israelites, lest they should come
to lightly regard the sin of disobedience.
And with us, there will often have to be a
public demonstration and judgment of the
flesh, for the warning of others, as well as the
vindication of the Truth in its living outworking.
Moses was God‘s sign. It costs to be Godis
gign. Are we willing ?  How' great the cost
to Moses | —but—the afterward !

That this is a principle of Divine dealing is

illustrated in the following scriptures :—

Ezek. xii. 6. “ I have set thee for a gigm™

Ezek. xii. 11. “ 1 am your sigm.”

Ezek. xxiv. 24..* Thou shalt be a sign unto
them and they shall know that 1 am tho
Lord.”

Acts i..8. “ Ye shell be witnesses unto Me.™*

2 Cor. iii. 2. *' ¥e are our epistle... . .known and
read of all mem.™

2 Cor. iii. 3. * ¥ arc manifastly declared] to be
the epistle of Christ.™

1 Cor. iv. L. “ Let a man BO accoumt of im as
the ministers of Christ.””
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1 Cor. iv. 9. “ We are made a
the world, and to angels and to men."

Eph. iii.. 10. “ o the intent that mow unto
the principalities and powers in the heavenlies
might be known by the Church the manifold
wisdom of Godl.””

2 Cor. ii. 15. “*Wie arecuntoo Goali aasweed sawounr
of Christ in them that are saved and in them
that perish, to one we are the szvour of desth
unto death, and to the other of life unto Jife.”
1 believe that the Lord in these days is

seeking to gather out a people, and to gather

in a people—few they will certainly be, and
one do#s not say that the Lord can do this with
all who are His—who shall be His Sign to the
spiritual Hoime of Israel. Their testimeny may
net be a testimeny that the Huise of Terael is
utterly wrefig ; but their testimeny will be that
there 8 & higher and deeper life in God to which
He weuld eall them. Ore feels this Berne
in upoh ene B8 much in these daxs, and you will
upderstand the signification ef thiB, that when
the Lord ealls a peeaple, a sfall esmpany it May
be, when He puts His hand upen one here and
one thefe, adds the ene by one to a small

@@m&@ﬁw of thowe whe are te be a speeial sign

to His househeld, He deals With them in

diferent way® altegether from those which He

follews with ether peeple, and He says: 1

will do a new thing.’
Now it is no use your makeing com-

parisons with others. They may, in their way,
have a certain deml and blessing of God wpon

Lord i8 leading you is a wrong way ; and you dare
not argue according te the ways the other
people go. This is the way of the Lotd for you.
Do not stay to make eoimpurivois. We
stumble at that 86 eften, we whe have given
euraelves wheléy te God, and then have these
exeeptional and trying experiences to e6me up
against—the full impact of the wrath of the
enemy. W lesk areund ug% others Who Have
ah easier time, Beeause they are net geing the
way we afe geing. Imnrdniely we do that
the bettem begins t6 fall eut of the whole thing:
The point is, the Lord has His wheel within &
Wheel, Hiis instrument with whieh He desifes {0
make a speeial sigh to Hiis peeple, of His Wisdem,
His Power, Hiz Grace, Hiz Methedws, His
Puripowe, 86 that He ean reveal Himakdt through
them 16 athers: Do net Rave. I8r ane MOMEAS;
the thought ef aRyerR BRIRE AR & gﬁ‘«_ﬁ%ﬁ{ah A
beifg in selitdry iaGlation; of apecial fccsunt
te the Lord. It aimply meana that We g8
deeper dewh te death, and iR Rumiliatien

#pectacle unto | before the world, than anyomne else,

And
because the [Lotd takes us deeper, He 1 abie {o
recell sometiitng Rhigher.

To speak now as we are closing the days ef
our sojourn on the older lines, and with certain
of the older associ@tions—Gudl is leading us out
into a wiey which is unusual, which is, if you
like, peeuliar; and doing a thing which we krow
net of as having been done anywthere else. As
He leads us in. a fellowship, I believe it is in
efdef that in delng this thing, with all its cost,
with all its ?aim with all its need of the.slaying
of every bit of the flesh. pride and-arrogance,
and its desire for the approval of men, and all
that kind of thing—1 believe that in Hia new
Way He {3 seeking te have sueh te go with
e g SEiHpuALlY

EH; ﬁgg}gﬁ”ﬁ

OWEHU } meh can applavd, net that
eh E&é{o aPRrove. Bt Which perhaps will Be
ike the
%&B the t

t of Bod from the Threne of God
rone of Ratan, in tHese clesing days.
That {8 the burden of the Word ef the Lerd!:
“ Boh of man, 1 have made yeu a Bigh ".{'" Say
URtd them, I am your Sign.” .
I take it that we who are gathered in
this place to-might are all the Lords people.
Nearly all of us are in this fellowship,of the
Spirit, having abamdloreed ourselves to go with

the Lord all the way. It seems to me that this
moment is a moment when we should face the

. implication of this word ; as to whether. we- are

: going the popuilar way, or whether we are going
them ; but it does not mean that the way the. -

the un way ; as to whether we are goin
to be the. Lord’s Sign. When Paul utter
these-words : “‘ Gt thas madde s last of all &
spectacle,” he was taking account of the heli-
days of the Romams, when they gathered for a
days spontt; when all the other things had heen
got through, the last thing was the turning into
the arena of criminals who were made sport of
to crown this holiday, for people to laugh at,
jeer at, ridicule, make fun of; and Paml says:
‘“Last of all, we are made a “ le” "—ithe
world la . Just as the world laughed at
Nehemisth in the building of the walls of
Jerusalem.

“ God has made us a speectacle.” Are we
ready to be made a “Sigm”2 The thing
which the world laughs at ? The erass of the
Lord Jesus has proved ever and always to have
been the superlative wisdem and power of God.
For the time being the sharing of the cross is
the real test. The Master endured the eress,
and despised the shame, in order to be made a
gign. Wasdhare ever a Sign more gloriows and



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 5 - Searchable
A WITNESS AND. A TESTIMONY

mighty than that cross ?

Se our Master came to the end, and saiidi:
*“ For their sakes I consecrate Myself, for their
sakes I give Myself unto the full comsscrasiom;
and that consecration is the cross ; and 1 am
willing to be made a “spectacle’ to men,
demons and angels, for their sakes.” The Lord
wants us to be Signs. Ome says this with bated
breath, knowing little of what it means, but
%:?wing I?éso that His Grace is sufficient.

oved, He is just 8eelking to gather a compeany
of people together with whomgn He can make a
Sign, not only of suffering and affliction, but of

dom, Hiis Alight, His Sovereignty, His Grace.
Wiill you say on those terms, on that groundi:
“1 am the* Lord's. At Thy feet I fall; to
suffer, live or die, for my Lord crucified ™ ?
This is what it means to be His witnesses..
“Ye are my witnesses '—itt does not mesm
going out and talkimg; it means the Lord
working out in our lives, and others looking on,
and Beying : ** Thatt iis e Wind of @ud ; that i
the Way of God ; that is the Wiill of God.” And
a8 He does it, so demons learn what God is, the
Glory of God, the Sovereignty of God ; @ngels
bow because of His doings in the Chutch, end
glorify Him on our behalf.

May He lead us to give our assent and con-
sent in a new, fresh act of abandonment and
consecration individually, and as a people, for
these coming days. T. A. S.

THE SECRET OF FRUITFULNESS
{(Nutes of an aildress given duiing the January

Caniferenze, Satudday, Janugry 5th, 1927, at the

Honor Odd Chiistian Fellowrship Centre.)
Ezekiel xlvii. 12.

“ And by the river, upon the bank thereof, on
this side and on that side shall grow all trees
for meat whose life shall not fade, neither shall
the fruit thereof be consumed. It shall bring
forth new fruit according to his montis, be-
eause their waters have issued out of the sanc-
tuary, and the fruit thereef shall be for mest,
and the life thereef for medicine.”

That is a pieture of what Life is, when He
Who is the Life has His way. When Christ
Wb {8 eur life fills and powsies, this is what
happens. The life must eulminate i fruit; ne
mah liveth uhte himself. You eanhot have
the Life of Christ in gion ahd live wnte

urpelf. That Tiffe flewss threugh for ethefs,

of the repreduetien of that Lifein othess. This
is aeeerding to the word of the Lord Himgelf.
There is the purging of the vine, for the thing

i fruit; in your
. fruit shall not fade, neither shall it be con-
Power and Gilory, to show to others His Wis- '

the Lord Himself has eyes upon is fruit; and if
there is fruit, then more fruit. And so with
you and me the Lord bas this before Him ; not
suffering for suffening/s sake, mot an experience
of life just for its own enjoyment. He hes an
end in view, and the end in view is fruit, ffuit.
Fruit on this side and on that side. Ilikethat.
Not just inside here, and none outtidee—this
gide and that side. Om the south side where it
is sunny and pleasant;; on the north side where
it is bleak and cold. Im your private life,
public life, fruit. And the

sumed—mat dependent upon cincumstances,
nor upen environment. No matter what
the days may be like, no matter what the
drought may be, the fruit is not affected. The
life is not affected, therefore the fruit is
not affected. And all through the year, ac-
cording to the momths, it would seem every
month, new fruit. Youm cannot have that in
nature, No, it is not nature, it is the super-
natural—continual fruit-beering; when man
would look for it, and when he would not .look
for it ; when it is expected, when it is entirely
unexpected. The end of this fruit means the
feeding of souls. It is fruit for meat+—Qin!
there are hungry souls all round. - Omly one
thing will meet their need, and that is LIFE,
HIS LIFE. Words won’t do it. HIS LIFE
will do it. Amd HIS LIFE is in the fruit, His
fruit satisfies. And there ar; diseased souls, and
the medicine is the LIFE, the all-comguering
Liffe, Life that conquers death.

Now that is not Bimply a pretty picture.
That is a fact of God. Fulfil the conditions,
that will be; for that is His purpose ; thatis the
end in view; He mast have fruit. Amd so
someone sayB—we will just get into that verse
right away. Well you can’t. No, you can’t.
You can become a candidate for that verso right
away; but you canmot jump from barrenness
te fruitfulhess in five minutes. God wants to
get you inte that verse, inte that living werd
ef His; and if you want to get there wilh Ged,
then yeu will have te geGuiB way ; ahd Ged's
way 18 indieated right in the verse; The seeret
of the fruitfulness is there. The seeret is there
Beeause there is revealed the eause; and yeur
life will pever be fruitful witheut.an adequate
gavie. Get the eauwe, and you will have the
gffect. It in Ao uwe tinkering with the effeet.
God is dealing Wwith the eause. Godl tAkes vei
Fight te the eawwe. There is bound to issue
sueh fruittulinsB beeause it says theilr watefs
(they appropiiate there waters) their Life, they



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 5 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY 9

were theirs—their waters, they issued out of
the sanctuary; and that is the secret of the
fruitfulness; so if you want the fruitfulmess you
have got to get back to.the source; and you
have got to begin with God, where the river
begins, and then follow with hini.step by step,
stage by stage, until He, in His own time and
way, brings you into that fruitfulmess. It is
not done in five mimutes. God has patience
with you and with me. Lit us have patience
with God. Let us coms back then, and trace
the river bank, away from th> ssenes of fruit-
fulness, right back to the souise, to the sarfe-
tuary, and 53¢ where the rivef fises. We g6
back to, the first verse:—
“ And He breught me baek unto the deer of
the hoi, and beheld, waters issued 6wt
ff@% wndir the thresheld ef the hieuse &ast:
ward. . ..
and the 46th ehapter, first verse —
“fIthus saith the Lord God: The gate of the
inmer court that looketh toward the east shall
be shut the six working days; but on the
' sabbath day it shall be opened, and in the
day of the new moom it shall be »
Now yeu have come to the source. You canmot
get in there! It is a shut door! You cam't
it open! What is it shut for %—To keep
gertain pesple out!  Wihat peopleout ? Diben !
But it 18 the maen whe wanis to getin! But
the man ean’'t, Even before this door there
Was an outer door. Yowu read of that outer door
in an earlier ehapter, the 44th, the door of the
euter sanctuary; and it is just the same, it iB a
shut deor,
“Then said the Lord unto me, ‘ This gate
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, it shall
not be opened, and no mam shall enter in by
it because the Lord, the God of Israel hns
entered in by it ; therefore it shall be shut.’ *
To keep mwmn out! It is just the same when
you come to the New Testament: the Word of
God 18 always the same. There you have our
Lerd Jesus speaking to a man who is doing the
very same thing that we are doing, who was in
gg@st of Li‘e, and the source of Life, and the
rd shows him a shut door.
Jesus answenes:
* Verily, verily I say unto theo, except a
man be bern ef water a*id of tho Spirit
be cannot (mter into the Kingdom of God.™
~ Rule out the Spirit and mam cannot enter
1n: not semething tn man canmet enter im;
man capnot enter in, Amd yet there is a way.
There 1 a north gate and & south gate, In
the 46ith chapter you read :—

The way for the public, (they can only geo
in when t&z; priest goeB in, but when the priest
goes in they can clioosey)—

“He that cntereth by the way of the nerth

gate to worship shall go forth by the way. ef

tho south gate; and he that entereth by way

of the south gate shall go forth by the way

of the morth gete"
but through that north gate they have got te
go, some time, and the Spirit of the Lerd
emphasizes that morth and south, if we are
in quest of fruit, and the life that gives fruit,
Turh to that word in the 4th chap. Seng ef
Selemon. The very same thing is mentioned,
in relation to the fruit of Life— .

« A garden shut up is my eirter, my bride;

A spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Thy shoots are an orchard of pemegranates,

with precious fruits:;

Henna with spikenard plants,

Spikenard and saffron,

Calamus and cinnamon, with all teees of

frankincense ; ) )

Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spiees.

Thou att a fountain of gardens,

A well of living waters,

And flowing streams from Lebanon.

Awake, O nontih wind ; and come thou soedh ;

Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof

flow out.

Let my beloved come into Hiis garden,

And eat Hiis precious fruits." )

It is His garden now ; when the north wind
has blown upon it, as well as the south. The
north wind blowd amil the south ; but the north
wind strips, lays bare, pierces through amd
theough ; Thou eutting north wind, blow wpon
My garden! You kmow what we can read
throtigh the pasable=Iit is as if the Lord says
=¥ eah eome to the souree of Life, but the
Wway 8 the Wway of the Croms, the way of strip:
%m , the Wway of picreing through and throug
the of deep E@f@ﬂw}ﬁﬁe, the wa}y of desth
is threligh the nofth gate. You piefer to start
With the seuth g%m,, and semevinrs the Lord

188 you ; but weu must go eut by the nerth
ate. And if you start at the nefth gate, you
an %a ot at the seuth gate. You think

4 EaR aveid the Wire, th f
ou thifk that you ean aveid that purging.
YO caRRot, Tt has got to eomf. must
gﬁ% through the fie. el it is if we elest
6 g6 through the north pate fof a Biart._ Ge
R ug& it How, it Will 1ead eut ef the sewth
gate ; But thap fs the Buter patd !

It 18 just the Rame When ¥ou eeme to the

@ refining fivs,
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inner gate. We want to get into the inner
courtj and it is out of the inner court tha.t the
river comes, W want to see where it comes
from! We want to get in, and in order to get
in, the one who has to be dealt with is this
wan, Hecannot! And if you come to the
inner court the lesson is just the same. Read
it again—46th Ez. 1st verses:i—
“Thus saith the Lord God: The gate of the
inner court that looketh towards the esst
shall be shut the six working days.”
Man’s working da.ys that gate is shutt—your
endeavour, your q‘m ,» you won'’t get life that
way. It is shut! Then when is it open? On
the sabbath day it shall be opened. Omn that
day of rest when God ceased from His own
works. and we who believe must enter in to
rest by ceasing from our own works, - sesing
that, in Geod, in the rest of Ged, we are taken u}ﬂ
and Ged takes us in, You can’t push yourself
in through that door. And that is borne out
right through as you read of thuse who are
permitted to enter into the inmer court. You
get it again and again in the 44th chap, begin-
ning with—=" No man shall enter in” (ﬁote the
fifth verse, see where God puts His em hasie
hefe), and the same emphusis is put ag
agam as you read these ehapters thf@wgm—
“ And the Lerd said unte e, Sen of W,
mark well, 4Ad beheld With bhine e 8 @nd
Bear with thine ears all that I say unte thee
coiice all the erdimiics 8 th% heuse
of the ¥ord. and all the laws theresf; and
m&k well the sﬁteﬂﬁ in of the h%%% With
Sfy 8 faft of the st
Bi‘(r@ that stream of f!% 8 Have
H&%E i 888, 31d 8 l&%‘% tﬁa& aa i8 dst
“ 891 8 Ak the Eﬂféﬁﬁ
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“flthe whole body of the flésh"—cut away by
the knife of the Cross, so that there shall be no
longer any confidence whatsoewer in the flésii—
the whole body of the flesi—all that man is,
apart from what he is in Him, in Whom he is
complete. ButI don’t agree to that, yousay; it
is too humbling; it is too difficulti; it is too
drastic, it brings me down, it puts me out,
Yes. Well, you can’t get in, that’s alll] *Ne
uncircumcised stranger * shall go in and dis-

" cover this secret of Mine ; this source of Life,

And even if you do find the source, you c@ni’
find the outlet. And as you read through the
chapter there is another class who camot
come im—
“MAnd they shall not come near unto me, to
do the office of a priest unto me, nor to
come near to any of My holy thnmgs in the
most holy place, but they shall bear their
shame and their abominations which they
have committed,’*
Who were they called as priests ¢ “ They kept
not my charge; they kept not my words.’
They kept not “ the testimony of Jesus.” They
lightly regarded it, and they had idols, .and
they associated with those who had idols, and
the idol is put in place of God. Not wood amd
stone! Perhaps some man!! Per some
woman!! Perhaps some teacher whose words
have become more to you than God’s words,
and you exalt the man, and the man is an 1doll
And if any man takes the place of Ged,
shall not enter in. You may have a p!
in His merey; He will give you a place; but
you afe after this secret of Life, this fulness
whieh is te be found in Him, and it is net for
%@u Those who keep the cha-ge—the sons ef
edok, who would keep the ch  shall
enter . 'This time it i8 not this man inside
and anetlrtr Mman outaide, but it is alwaya the
same—Nothily but God ! Nothing but Ged!
‘“ ARd it shall eome t6 pass that when they
énter in at the pates eof the IReF e6urt; they
shall Be elethed with lifen garments; &nd
A0 Weel shall ceme upen them, Whilst they
&%@f iR the gates Of the iARRF e6uH,; and
“ They shall have linen tires upon their
headls, and shall have linen brccche 8 upon
their loins ; : thev shall not gird themselves
with anything that causoth sweat.” -
The heat of the flesh, they must bo purified
from that.
“ Neither shall any priest drmk wine, whem
they enter into the inner co
No excitement of the fiesh, no gettmg excited
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about the thimgs of God, no, nothing of the
flesh. Ah! butit'all heads up in one thing which
you find in the end of the chapter—27th verse—
“ And in the day that he goeth into the
sanctuary, into the inner court, to mimister in
the sanctuary, he Bliall offer his sin offering,
saith the Lord Gad.”
“ His sin offering, saith the Lord Ged ™ ; mott
his teapass  offering, not. dealing with sins,
dealing with sbn, dealing with the mam who
sinfed, the life "whieh sins; and thefe veu
see the sin effering, and .thef whele cerease of

the sin effering taken oub, outside the camp
ifte the Place Bf judgnin, iRte the Pl o ol
death. takeh out Hnelean.? -

cleah 7 By reasoh of that Which i3 B it
What is oh it ? Mx ms fﬁVr §iﬂfﬂ1 lite, vsaf
sinful life! That | Kes BHtY

fiut not before a%%%& Ls?s %%B ) E?ama 8&6
at the o6t 8f the alé&# The

ihe altaf and the blood éﬁi&%&‘é ofth ak éﬂs
f88£ of m% altar: i§ th 8f8

1: m& £ ag;‘c 1&%?%888%?8 %éﬂﬁl 48 gﬂ% in
bHEHAE, A

g w%\{i% m i gﬂ% ﬁfﬁ

n ; IS In

i A ) ‘Eg
cdid Egié;%ﬁ%ggi ee%ﬁ%
Sl R B
ngf' ‘}’f‘éw era% nyrm{ ﬁﬁ\!’s ?i

%HH%E&{ @r W‘PHM UM‘Ht t
unglean  beganse, g Anderycyb om
Pelym&ute.&bafthworaio@f Qd)ﬁ woen ygy will
gy outeide this vdepr.(oYiqu wan'tio@e, thms
Yout canih e 1§pr|%lﬂd todt bloéc!ldol%hkn@hlg
doord is olpod neprindided, the hlood effexingnis
reungh ahouf iberdoprdn ¥ew wpuld: enten inte

j%‘rsomn&n dddngrdis Then enkerginnthrowgh the

bleedp awgh Hm&@fﬁapp@ﬁm rthat lafe Yaur

th"o#é’r F{ What happens 1f you take that
ea

sin offering on—

“ Andl they shall have an inheritance ; 1
am their inheritance : and ye shall give them
no possession in Israel ; I am their posassim ™

That is the way. Oh, to getin! A way which
humdiles, as we assent unto death. The only
way ! But go that way, then He gives you
nothing less than Himself. Then you can say
in all the depth of its meaning—My God ! My
God! My inheritance ! Not only smmething,
Someone put before me to inherit, and 1 possess
Hem. My possession! And thus you enter in,
and you know into what you "enter. 43rd

LLe

chapter, 7th verse—

“And He said unto me. 8on of man, this
is the place of My throne.”*

His power, His almightiness. This is the secnel
place of the Most High, under the shadew of
the Almighty. And now then what is there %
Read the 5th- verse of the 43rd chapter, 8o,
just in the way in which we have been describing,
so the Spirit took me up and brought me_in.
So. Will He do it in any other way ? Ne,
no other way. If you would have this prize
there comes a disturbance. You cannot piek
and choose.

“ And the Spirit took me up, and brought
me into the inmer court: and behold the
glory of the Lord filled the house

No flesh shall glory in this glory of the Lord.
In our last Conference wasn’t that word given #
“ Lift up your heads O ye gates! Be ye
lift up ye everlasting doors, and the. King
of Glory shall come in. Who is this King ef
Glory ? The Lord strong and mighty, He is
the King of Glory.”
He is coming in, How did you expect the
King of Glory to come in ? With pomp, with
show, with glameour, and all that which appeals
te the natural mam ? That was not how the
Lord allewed us te leek fer the glery. - And
hew does the prophet leek fer the glery?
Read this third verse of the 48rd chapter:
“ And it was aeesrding te the appearanee
of the visien whieh I saw, even aeesrding te
the vision that I saw when 1 eame to destroy
the eity, and the. visiens wefe like the visien
that I Baw By the fiver Chebaf: and I fell
upen my face”
That was when the plery eof the Ged ef Israel
eame from the way of the east. The glery of
the God of Israel had gene threugh the eastem
gate—aid Ao Mmah ean eome through that gate.

And now the house, this glory fills the house.
But how does the glory come in ? The prophet
@ays it was like the vision that I had at the
river Chebar when I fell on my face. Turn baek
to it. 3rd chapter 23rd vemec:—

* Then I .arose and went forth inte the
plain : and behold, the glory of the Lerd
stoed there, as the glery which I saw by the
river Chebar. and 1 fell en my faee ™

What he saw by the River Chebar and what
i here deseribed, is the glery of the Lerd.
da@g it come 3 Tn the st chapter, 4th

5 And ] logked, and behold, & stermy wind
eame out of the nerth, a great elond,.”
a whirlwind eame out of the Rorth, dexastating
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behind which is a path of wreckage, ruin!
You pray for the glory, and you get the whirl-
wind. Yom don’t expect Him to come that way.
You might have expected Him if you paid more
heed to the message that was given.

“ A whirlwind which came out of the
north, a great cloudi.’

Ome has seen these clouds banking up, the
breaking of the monsoom in the east, flashing
with fire! That is the picture. This inky
blackness, and the raging storm ! But then
add the fire !—
_** And eut of the midst thereof eame the
likemess of feur living ereatures. And this
Was their appearance : they had the likeness
of & man.” o .
enshrined in the whirlwind,, in the thick eloud
of darkness, “‘Ene like wunto the Son eof
man " and He is that vision. And again at the
end of the desecription, in the last verse—

“ This was the appearance of the likeness
of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw
it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice
of One that spakies”

and so here, right in the inner court there is
this glory ; but the glory is of such a nature that
mah eannot stand. He is kept low upon his face.
And now that we are there right at the door, amd
within the inner court, what do you expect to
see ? Something very ornate, something very
ornamental! Neither, no ornaments in this
inner court. In the 41st chapter you get the
description of the inside of this house. It i just
wood, no gold: here, no silver, no drapings of blue,
purple, scarlett; just wood. The 18th verses:—

“ And it was made with cherubim and
palm trees: and a palm tree was between
cherub and cherub, and every cherub had
two faces : so that there was the face of a
man toward the palm tree on the one side,
and the face of a young lion toward the
palm tree on the other side: thus was it
made through all the house round slbout.’

Everywhere you looked, all round the walls,
and they were on the door itself as you came
through—cherubim, palm tree : cherubim, paim
tree. These, I am persuaded, stand for those
who are in living union with God. Here is
what you are to be in the throne room, in the
source of life into which He has brought you,
and in living umion there is the clwrubim—
bearing His likeness—the cherubim and the
paim tree; the cherubim and victory! And
there is no other message all the way round
everywhere. You come to the place of victory !
You have come to the place of the throne !

In your victory now there # victory.

And what is to be done there, now we have
got to the very source, to the very centre ?
Is there any furniture ¥ Only one littie bit of
furniture, and it looks very commonplace.
If man could get in he would take very little
note of it—nothing much to look at! And if it
is mueh to look at, it isn't the right thing.
Here it is in the 22nd verse :—

“ The altar was of wood, three cubits high,
and the length thereof two cubits : and the
corners thereof, and the length thereof, and the
walls thereof were of wood ; and he said unto
me, Thig is the table that is before the Lord.””

Just an altar of weed ; an altar pot for burmt
effering ; an altar for incense, an altar for prayer,
an altar frem which there aseends that ineense
whieh speaks of the vietery of Calvary, that
Name whieh is above every Name ; just a weoden
altar! When our prayers seem meost wooden,
then the efficacy of that Name is mest in evi-
dence. Don’t be discouraged when it seems
so wooden, as you know that through death the
Lord has brought you into that place of Life,
the inner court. Here is the table of the Lord.
It is the table of the Lwrd. The table of which
He swywss:—

“Lo! Istandatthedoorand knock, and if
any man hear my voice and open the door 1
will come in unto him, and sup with him.™

And by this time you have learned to put Him
first ; in our blessings first, and in our mneeds.
His need is satisfied : His joy, and He aomes
to this table, the table of the Lord, and sups
with me, and He with Him. Hawe you given
all to Him ? All that He asks, and no reserve,
and is He satisfied ? Now you have come to
the source of Life. Now He feeds me alsm:
“ Open thou thy mouth and 1 will fill itt!™
The Bread of liife ; the Water of Life! You
have come to the Wery source, and somehow ]
feel sure that standing by that altar, lswbbling
up all the time, was that river which flowed
out under the shut door, and away out right
through the land until it reaches the Dead Sea
and trapsforms it and turmd all the Iverrenness
into a% rden of the Lord, and there is fmiiiful-
ness there. But we have got to get in fifradt.
Iu, and there mmst be the going out. We have
nots€ime now to wac the going out. Lef wus he
suge of yettingy im ! The Spirit of the Jjord 100k
me in. We will go this way, the way which
leaves the flesh nothing whatseever to glory in,
because it is the Spirit of the Lord ; an« only the
Spirit of the Jord will take us in ; will take von
in. ¢ e doonk owr it 417 A8 K
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

MINISTERS’ LETTER
Hehvmgry, 1027.

BRIOYED OF 6IfR COMING Lorb,

Take heed to the ministry which thou hast
received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it ; for to
each one of us is given grace according to the
mezsurs of the gift of the Christ. And lest
any should faint under this charge, observe it
is % in the Lord.” Take but your place in Him,
your inberitance in Hiis Body, and the Anointing
upom the Head will fiow down to such as seem
the most humble and remote of His memhers.

Thank Ged, all our salvation is in Christ,
oven our salvation in service. Ewvery branch
that beareth but & littie fruit He purgeth it
that it may bring forth mere fruit. Penhaps
" salvation in service ¥ may meet a challenge ;
but we are undoubtedly saved to serve, and in
our serving are being saved. Whmerefore work
out your salvation with fear and trembling, for
it is God that energizeth you both to will @md
to do of His good pleasure—working in you
that which is well pleasing in Hiis sight.

Let this matter of service in God’s House—His
Temple-Body—mow become of great concern
to you. Cry, ** Lord, what wilt Thou have me
todo ” ;and whatsoever He saith unto you, do
it. It is only obedience He requires of you.
The gracious miracle-working power is His.
Yours but to obey very simple commmands:
His to transform, the water unto wine, the
dead things into the living mamifestation of
Hiis Grace.

It is in, and thms through, the Spirit-life of
His Body He seeks to use you. Ask not, Am
I an apostle, & prophet, a teacher, an evangelist ?
but inquire of Him whether thou art a saint,
for to the ministry of the saints are wc all
callesh:—** called ssimntiss ™

And what is the ministry of evesy saint &
It is to build-up, to edify the Body. 1t is to
become a living spiritual orgam -in this in-
creasing Spirit-organism (bet # has an end, a
ffulflment) of God, the Christ. It is to see to
it that by obedience daily to the Spirit there is
the effectual-wornkimg in your measure as an
individual part of the Body, for so the Body
maketh increase of itself in Love. But God is
this Love, and such incresse ttherefore is' the
increase of God. Now this may seem mystical
to a carnal mind, but very practical is it to the
heavenily calling, to the eternal destiny of each
member, and to the great Purpose and Wiill of
God in the church.

|

Let God work in you. Yield in active co-
operation your facuities to the Holy Ghost.
For He would watk in you : He would emergize
you: He would mewe you te fellowship with
our Head in glory, and stir pour heart to love
and passion for His service—thus groanings
because of desire teo® deep to articulate wil
begin to surge in your spirit, and you il
begin to pray the "aall-prayer’ of the Spirit.
The Eternal Desire will break through youi
natural torpor and lethargy, and God will arise
within the shrire of your spirit to make wai
against His enemies through the Blood of His
Passion, and you will pray in the Holy Ghost
all-coyyurning, presestidgng prayer—and in that
praying all the saints will be included, with
specific mimistries for such as God brings tc
heart and nemembrance.

Take heed to the mimistry in the Body o:
Christ which thou hast received in the Lord.

And so may we likewise be found faithful.

Yours in this supreme service,

T. AUsTmv-SPARKS,
T. Mapoc JEFFREYS.

THE MINISTRY AND
FELLOWSHIP

Wi announce happy davs. The final haver
is not yet in sight—it will not be until Hii
appearing—hbut the seas are calmer, and Hii
directing Hamd is increasingly felt. It is thi
good Hamd of our God. It was on the helm al
through the storm, but perhaps our puny hand:
were grasping somewhat tightly, deeming e
were steering, and so the ommipotence of Hii
grasp of thimgs, in heaven and earth, was no
felt. O we of little faith, wherefore did w:
doubt ? Lord increase our faith |

Dmihtiess there will come storms again
nevertleless we have learned something o
heavenly navigation.

What can we say to these things but
re-affirm that God is with us ? Just now toi
there are strong hints of spring in the air. Al
around is the parakle of faith, and of faith tha
works., Resuggom | For He is the Resurrec
tion and the Life.

January was a Bmiting menth. There wa:
much sickmess about, and some hearts growim
a little faint and perturbed.~ A friend of ou
says respocting seasonal ailments, soch a
influenza, * It doesn't matter as long as yoi
don't get it in your spirit1” Do the saint:
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sometimzs become stailc also ¥ Surely we have
to guard agaimst re-mctions and diepressions
after some groat exertiom of heart in the battle
of faith. Diid not stout Elijah come to a
drooping spirit after (‘armals victory, and
WAR if a serry state at Horeb ?

Let us confiess that this is the fashion of our
flesh, and thus cease from confidemce in it.
Live in the inner man. and let the trumpet
peal from the fortress. ** The Lord God Omni-
potent reigneth!"” What a Name for faint
hearts—" The Ommijpaterit One.” This is our
God and Saviour, Whose Name is also Jesus,

And all the while behind the visible, the
tangible, the audible, our God was working.
'this is the way of the * Vision’s ” coming.
* Though it tarry wait for it : it will come ; it
will not tarry.” Nay, at the last it breaks
suddenly upom us, and shames the doubts of
our restiless souls.

8o it has been with us. There has been this
waiting time ; and in our waiting time much to
harsss and disturb. But God has Hiis own
time-table, and brings forth His works in the
order of Hiis own will. Blessed be His Name !
Now, there is definite movememt. Ewvery-
thing seems moving. The tilings of God are
arriving on time.

Our brother is back in our midst again, and
even mamages a quiet word or two. What
strengthening even the physical presemuce brings.
** As iron sharpeneth iron, so o man the eounte-
nance of his friend.” And, there is a Friend.. ..

As an instance of this wonderful * timing ™
of God we have our sisters, Lady Ogle amd
Mrs. Brand, coming from differewt directions
without mutuml arrangememt, ome from Italy,
and the other from New York, arriving within
a few hours of each other to take up their
joint-ministry in developing and presiding ever
the Hestel. TRev hope b go inte residenee
withih the Aext few weeks, but the &pemin
of the heuse far gwests may have ie wal
a little longer, sinee we eannet enter upen fhe
work of adapting the premihas for this serviee
until our lease of the property i8 endersed.

Neverthsless we are not disturbed by this,
because the Lord is taking paims to show us
that He will have the work developed little by
little as the need arises, We should like to
have the Hestel ready by the Easter Conference,
but this seems hardly probahle theugh smesible.

1t may be necessary to reiterate what we feel
Will be~the ministry of the Hestel. 1t will
provide a spiritual home, upom & moderate
seale of eharges reduced to the lowest minimum,

for such of the Lord’s servants at home and
abroad as feel their need of our fellowship and
ministry for the quickening of faith and the
renewing of spiritual strength. And in the
case of such as these, as well as for those who are
seeking to obey a eall to mimistry for the finst
time, we believe our “‘tustimony of Jesus ”
beth as to the Severeignty He hax won for us
through His Croms, and the vesting ef that
S@%féiggg in the fellowship of the O Spirit
ii’% the Bo h ﬂ‘i%f éhur@}}, wirilll b;;ﬁmeans
of equipmnt to thef fef serviee—an ipment
§6 %%;@gsai in thewe final days of the age.
But this will enly be made possidle by the graee
of God in them and ifA us:

The Hostel will also be a **thouse of prager
and in this we can see how the Lord is providing
a sphere of service for “‘iintberesssors *’ wiho wiill
be ablk: to give some time daily to this mimistry
of waiting upon God for the prayers of His
Spirit. The need for such a miinistry is urgent,
for from all parts of the world there is coming
in an increasing list. of appeals for prayer-help.

We are looking to Ged for the resourees

-whereby a * Guest Famd ¥ may be established

80 that amy of the Lord's sarvants who may nokt
have the means to avail themaalxes of this
provision can still be warmly welcomed in His
Name.

Tae EaSTER CONFERENCE.

This, as already anmouneet], will be held from
Thursday evening (April 14th) to Tuesday
evening, the I%h. The Theme is not yet
through.

Whiile we do not guaramntee the readiness of
the Hostel to receive guests by these dates, we
are preparing to make greater acuoommeodation.
We are already seeing that the Hostel will not
Bervc the need of our monthly visitors, and will
have to be reserved rather for such as come
for the quiet and contimnuous fellowship of the
regular ministry. The house will not in any
case accommuihite more than 14 guests at the
same time. We are expecting the Lord to
give us more houme-room in the vicimityy; and
there is an indication that He may lead some
to open guest-homss in the neighbowrhood for
this work.

It will be well for those who intend coming to
us for Easter to addross their applications and
enquinies witheut delay to our brother, Mr.
Paterson. (We intend opening a ferenee
BGuest Fund as well.)

TRAIGING. - _

As to this pheso of mimistry We are geing
forward with the visien step by step. Our
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present necessity is to get our * house ™ in
order. Wo do not doubt that this further
ministry will develop in the Lord's time amd
way.

All enquiries therefore as to the Hostel,
Training Centre, Conferemoes (March and Easter)
should be directed to our secretary, Mr. Paterson,
The Homor Oak Christian Fellowship Centre,
Homor Oak Road, London, S.E.23.

We do not need to add that in all these
matiers we shall make each case of application
a matter of earnest enquiry of the Lord as to
His will, and we ask that the same care be
exercised by those who seek our fellowship.
REsowRCES

8till another indication have we of the Lord’s
time-table. He has been sending such addi-
tional resources this month that we can now
contemplate proceeding with the building of a
Conference Hall, Our present svcommmodation
is not unduly taxed as yet. The Hall sttached

to the howie holds seme 250, but we have neo |

baptistry ; the .cenveniirws for entertaining
eefiferences are limited!; moreover the present
weeks with the unfavowrdbR weathet have
Feen eur house always eemfertably full, @nd
we afntieipate mweh larger atiendifess as the
%&%@f- eénditions of spring and SUMART coMe
® pass:

Tus “ Wr1reESs axnp TEsTIMONY.

The time is also come when our paper needs
to be enlarged. We p adding amother
8 columns making the issue one of 16 pages.
As it is we have insufficientt space to deal
adequately with the teaching of the Word as
given in our fellowship sg,a,ﬂlu@mslgg and at the
monthly econferences. With the opening of
the Hostel there will arise the nesessity of
introdueing further profitable matter in relation
te the ministry ef intercession for many Rnigh
and distant fiedds. 1t is hoped alse te previde
some columms that shall deal with specifie

questions and difficulties;, and perhaps meet |

the need of youmger Christians. The
each conference will also be published under
the heading of “‘Clorfererce Report.” The
enlarged issue will probably follow the EaBtcr
Conference.

FeBRUARY CONFERENCE, 4TH TO 7TH.

“ The Cross, and the Will of God ” as the
theme fitted the events of the days, for the
conference synchronised with the arrival of the
hostesses of the Hostel, the advent of our
brother from his critical illness, and the lifting
of many clouds.

Mr. A, S. Crowe was again made a manifest

gist of

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

, messenger of the Lord with a series of dijynamic
addlresses upon the words, ** Take My yoke
upon .you.” It was the personal application

I of the theme, and the essantial message to any

| who had mot: aceapted the ** will of God * in its
demand for an undivided allegiance to the
Sovereignty of the Lord as represented in His

| challenge to would-be disciples; ** Take up the
Cross and follow Me.”*

1 We felt that the main thought of the Lord

| fiorr this conference was held up by the presence
of unsurrendered lives, for the Spirit kept our

| bretherapon this wondi threughoeut as a venitable:
hammer of the Lord.

Yet, there seems such & need that the Lord's
people should enter into the vision of * Hiis
Wiilll,” “ tthee mystery of His Will.” And this is
! impossible until there has been the final irrevoc-
g able surrender to the Cross. However the fival
i

meeting of the Conference brought us to the
unveiling of the ** Wil of God ™ as His eternal
| puipese In the Christ corporate. We saw that
| the eternal predetermination of Geod, the
| mystery of Hiis will, is that age-long movement
of the Spirit tewards the consummation of the
Body. It is the unlimited, universal amd
emnipotent Will of God as exercised amd
| fevesled in Calvary that is the essertial revela-
! tion needed by the saints for this last heur of
> the dispensatien. -Oh, that the echildren of
| Ged weuld emulate their Lord in learning the
[ Will of the Failer. Then, the Will was
meving tewards the accomplishment of the
Oress: new, it is moving towards the con-
summaltioh of that Cross, the completion amd
perfection of the Lord’s Body, the manifestation
j of the sons of God in ard with the manifestation
| of the Sow of God.
| THANKSGIVING.
| We do not use these columms for persomal
| matters, but we feel it fitting to celelwrate
| Ged’s praige for giving to our brother amd
gister (Mr. and Mrs, Austin-Sparks) their first
. bern son. His safe coming has been a triumplh
| of the Lord's merey, and Rever has the testimony
of His all-swificiily grace been more manifest
| thah in euF dear sister’s courageous and cheerful
- faith during the past trying months. The
I Whols * Tllowahip » gaires aroudl Bhuin i
| plad eongratulation and thamkagiving, and it is
geause We knew hew friends near and far will
! SHAfe OuF j6y that we make this HupRGing

5 THE l'i‘INERAN’JI’ MINISTRY.
It is the mamifest wisdom of God that we aro

being shut up to the care of the work at the
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« Centre ¥ during these months, for this is the
period when the foundatioms need to be laid
aright.

%he monthly conferences at Newcastie have
the seal of God upom them. Thus far the
messenger has been the writer of these notes.
Here again foundatioms are being laid, amnd
this has been obviously the Lord’s plan. We
go again this month, Friday the 18th. The
theme is *The Cross, and the Eternal Purpose
of God." Next month., March 18th, our brother
Mr. A. S. Crowe will be the speaker. Special
prayer is asked for thewse meetings which are
the outeome of our brethef's (Mf. Sparks)
ministry at Neweastle. Partiewlars ean be
phbtained frem Mis. Mackenzie-Meéntiply, 3§
Northumbarland Garders, Fesmond, Neweast-
8n-Tvhe:

Mr. Sparks’ ability to take up ministry will
be limited for some time to come. He intends
taking rest for a morth or so. This is very
needful. Then these next menths will be, as
indieated abeove, the fermative peried of the
developments at the “ Cemftme’ so that his
presence iy OUF eouncils is very weleome a8
well as desirable. > He deeth all tha%ggm ngl-. ’

MARCH CONFERENCE

Dates, March 4th to 7th inclusive, and the meetings
at the usual times, The Theme given is:--* The
Cross, andl the heliewers’ conformity to the image of
the Son of God.” Further particulars on application.

There has been am unusual addition of gifts as
from outside the regular contributions receivet! from
the members of the fellowship resident locally, wmd
we take this as another simelyy indication of the
Divine approval for the enlargement of the paper.
Will contributors please notice that gifts for - this
ministry are to be sent, or handed to, Miss SAEH, 2§
Muwdania Road, S.E23, Miss HAWES, 34 Ry Dale,
S;;E.aa, will be glad to send eoples to any who desire
them.

Italy, £i® ; Philadelphia. &\ o0s. 7d.; Tipperary,

; Derby, &N : Matlock, 7s. 6d.; Cornwall, 553;).’;
Cornwall, 2s. 6d.;; Aberdare, §s.; Belfast, 4s. ; Forest
Hiil, 2s, 6d,; Chichester, 2s, 8d.; Hampstead, is.;
Eastbourne, 1s. ; Clapham, 31 ; Birkenhead, 2s.6d. ;
Blackpool, 3s. 6s, ; Fazakenlsy, §s. ; Palmers’ Green,
2s. 6d,; Green Lames, 2s, 6d.; ), §5.;
Boscembe, 2s. 6d.; Eastbourne, 2s. 6d.; Wands-
worth, 2s.: Hoylake, 5s.: Cardiff. §s.; Reipate,
2s.6d*; Sandown, 2s. 6d.; Wemtley, 2s. 6d.;; Phila-
delphia, 4s.; Friern Road, 6d.; Mi is, 4.
Muswell Hili, 3s. 6d.; Hampstead, §s.; Blackheath,
45: 24di.; Dublin, 5s.—Total, £18 9s. sd.

Booklets by T. A.-S.):—Nes. 1 amnd 2, * Incor-
R{er—aﬂcn into Cimiist, 2d. each. No. 7,‘The Inner

an of the Heart’ (with diagram), 4d. each. Parti-
culars as to these from the Secretary.

INTRODUCTION TO AN ADDRESS
Given by T. Austin-Sparks at the
December Conference, Honor O0ak C. E. Centre.

The Cross, and the Eternal Glory of God

is our general theme, and the burden of the
word for this evening is related, I think, te the
whole syllabus ; but at any rate starting with
the empihmsis on that third section in the syllabus
—*¢ the Glom Post-Incarnate "—tthe cross vin-
dicated in the Resurrection and Ascension,
I have also to go on into the other, for
this is the burden in these days—the abiding
mamifestation of the Glory in the Church, the
Body of Christ.

There are seven mamifestations of the Glory
in the Word of God, and we shall mention
them because they are the basis of this medita-
tion. Seven times both in type and in that
typified we are told of the mamifestation of
;ohle glory, or the glorificatiom. These are as
ollowss:—

1. In the case of the Tabernacie as mentioned
in tho 40th chapter of Exodus. When all
things had been put in order and completed
according to the pattern in the mount, the
Ghlor¥ of the Lord filled the Honse—filled
the Tent.

2. The next is in the case of the Tempie a8 re-
corded in II Chron. 7.—Agaim when all
things had been ®et in order and made
according to the revelatiom of the pattern
of the heavenilies, we read the Gilory of the
Lord filled the House.

r of

8. The third i8 in the 6th cha
Isaiah. I saw the Lord high and lifted up,
Hiis train filled the Temple. Here is a
breaking forth, a mamifestation of the
Glory, and still filling the House of God,
as over and upon and withim that House
of God, the glory was revealed.

4. And then we come into the days of our Lord
on the transfiguration mount, as in Matthew
xvii., & there i a manifestation of the Glory
of Christ, a breaking forth, a glorification.

6. Then in His Ascension we read, (and it is
interesting to notice this word in the Book
of the Actsinthe first chapter. Three times
this phrase is mentioned—" Received wp.”)
The Authorised Version does not give the
gignificance. 1t puts it in another way.
But Ho was received up, and received up
into tho Giory, and in that connection you
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bring those words from the 24th Psaim :
“ Lift up your heads O ye gates, and be ye
lift up ye everlasting doors: and the King
of Glory shall come in.” The King of
Glory. Here is the glorification in the
Ascension, when the King of Glory enters
into Hiis Glory.

6. And then at Pentecost, as in Acts ii., there is
a manifestation of this Glory in the Church.
It is the glorifiedi Christ coming in the
Person of the Holy Spirit and revealing
and manifesting His Glory in the midst
of that spiritual counterpart of the Old
Testament Tabermacle and Temple, the
Church, which is His Body. At Pentecost
He comes into His Temple suddenly, amnd
there is a breaking forth of His Glory.
We shall see the nature of that breaking
forth later as the manmifestation of His
sovereignty over sin and death and all
flesh. “ Thou hast given Him authority,
or jurisdictiom, over all flegh ” was His
Word earlier, and you remember Joel's
prophesy concerning Pemtecost. “ I will
pour out my Spirit upon all flésh’* This
is that, the manifestation of His sovereignty,
His Glory, within and upon and through
this spiritual temple,

7. Then Afinally there is that uitimate, that
consummsbion of the Glory in the spiritual
house as memtiiomed by Paul in IT Thessa-
loniams chapter 1 : * When He shall come
to be glorified in Hiis saints.” Heere is the
final consummate mamifestation of His
Giory in the Church, in the Spiritual House,
in His Body. Hiis corporate Body.

Tc A..-S,.
(flo be Cantimuad).

THE CROSS, AND THE
ETERNAL GLORY OF @OD

(éhn eximact of notes taken ai the
Beeembber Canfeenmce.)

Verses . Romans viii. 17, 18 ; Philippiars i. 20 ;
I Peter iv. 12-14.
SUFRERING AND GLORY.

THE whele relation of these two is brought
to its explicitt declaration in this last verse :
“Jf ye are reproached for the Name of the
Christ blessed are ye, because the spirit of glory
and of God resteth upon you.” Thus the glory
of God in the church is at present evidenced by
gn: fact of the saints’ suffering together with

rist.

We remember how the Lord said that we
were to exceedingly rejoice, to be exuberantly
joyful, when we were persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake. Wy ? * Because so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you,™
He adds. It is an evidemoe of “ The testimony
of Jesus.”. W are in the prophetic successiom.
The Spirit of the Christ was in them to testify
beforehand. The Spirit of the Incammate Christ
is in us as memisers of Hiis Body. But in both
cases * the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecyy” and in an anti-Christ world it will
provoke persecution. If we are faithful in our
testimony persecution will be the inevitable
result: suffering of some character must inevit-
ably follow. Therefore, when it ensues, Christ-
ian! Rejoice. It is evident you are coumting
for God in an anti-godly world. * The spirit
of glory and of God taketh rest upon you.”

It strikes a lower note to say, Let us he
reconciled to this present inevitable experience,
But we must note the fact that the glory of
God in the Christ does not at this present time
win the world to an admiration, much less to a
consent and a worship. It is rather provoca-
tive of a strange antagomism, of a stirring up of
strife. The challemge of God through the Cross
provokes the enmity of the flesh, and agitates
the hidden forces behind the flesh, precipitating
them to action, causing the * mystery of ini-
quity ” to work, and—we need to note—
constituting a provess whereby there shall ‘be a
heading-up of the satamic system in'its opposi-
tion to “ the onlv true God * as revealed in
Jesus Christ, Whom He has sent. 8o that if
we are functioning aright as living membars of
the Body of Christ we are bound to provoke
this antagonism, and especially of the hidden
evil forces. Sufffemmg, of a kind, is bound to

" ensue. Count it all joy, for it is an ewidence

of a spirit-activity in you ; it is brought zbout
by the very faet that the Ome Holy Spirit is
festing upoh you, the spirit of glory and of God.

Now this rather changes the direction of our
vision. The horizons of faith in this aspect,
may seem somewhat intimidating. Such de-
clarations are calculated to make the timid
shrink. Ome has noticed, indeed, that the
present emphasis of truth has tended to guench
& certain kind of praise. Well, there is a certain
poulish exuberanve, & mere enthusimm of the
fle8h, whieh it was the Lord's practice to always
eheek and chill.

No, He ever confronted them with the Cross.
Ho spoke to them about the need of meeting a
challenge of Divine obediience that would bring
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to an end all the desires of thiiz life.

We' are aware that the illustratiom of the
Lord’s method is prc-Calvary, and that * Christ
also hath suffered onee for all for sins, the Just
One for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God.” But this is a principle of Hiis LLife which
we now comfess to share. He has brought us
to God. W are speaking mot of suffering
as & means of salvation, but a3 a method of
service. He shared our shame at Calvary;
but we are now called to share Hiis glory.
Nevertheless that glory is alien to the spirit of
this world. It will put us outside the gate,
bearing Hiis reproach. And this is the prineiple
of the Life of glory that is now hid with Christ
in God, it musit meet the rejestion of this world,
it must provoke the hatred of the spifit who is
in this world. The glory entails suffering. Te
be God-borh means to be devil-hated. THeER s
no eseape from this iheideiice of the Divik 'Lifs
upoh this werld aystem. Even the BIFA
arous the malighity of HemRd=% %@8&1
instance. Bo every Row-Borh child of 18
infRdRtly the ebjsct of %E% satafe Hlﬁ?%%f
8pifit. ““He WA & ° P%feﬁ' i fﬁ)ﬂ) ®
Begimning.” The seed of _?‘b W%i ave %@
respite from Bis habred bRt they e E%%%N%-
up iAte %}Bf-y.- Neanwhife they are héa thig
werld ter A'P%% {8ry of Bod. ﬁ&%}iWi %%SEE_

of WY, 18; 80 Are We ifl thiz Wokd :
and there MRt BB the iﬂ%’(rﬁ%‘%ﬁ% QEE %% g
w8 Wills that %BVSI‘H:-%% Wil ?.% %ﬂ%ﬁ
in the childred of Bod, ag.@xut'h% Will of satan
that rules if the World of faled Mmeh.

So we mumt start aright, with mo miseon-
ceptions. *‘ Sime I musst fight iif 11 weould wiin,
Incresse my courage, Lord | . It is significent
that the first virtue that diligent faith must
add to its armoury i8 this grace of * eourage.”
2nd Peter i. 5. Joshua as he entered the land
of conflict was bidden again and again, ™ Only
bo strong, and of a good courage.”

Not now, then, the mmrifestation of the
wonder of heaven, the bliss of eternity spent in
the blissful habitatiors of praiize, but the
challenge of suffering. Vet thiz is the extra-
ordinary thing—tho child of God weleonsss thii,
We mean the true child of God, the one born-
from abowe ; not the professor, but the possessor
of that Eternal Life that was in the bosom of the
Father, and Who has been maniffested to us,
gnd in us. Ho may shrink in his flesh from
sueh prospects ; but omoe in tho light of that
Face ho has accepted tho fellowship of His
Lerd, and submitted to His Cross, he finds he
receives a Bpirit that embrmess tho conflict

+ Are they discouraged %
. are fillel with this wonderful joy.

wiith zest. Thu? the chisf characteristic of the
early church is the extraordinary joy of the
believers amid their tmials and persecutions.
Mirst of all they are am imsignificant, litdle:-
heeded folk ; bt as the testimomy of the Spirit
within them to the Sovereignty of mﬂf& Erveified
Lord registers its impast upon > POWEFS
behindl human society, and tthe werld is turned
upmile dowm, they have to meet the growing
hatred and bitter persecution that follows.
Om the contrary ;;ggy

&
the same experience manifested in Panl and
Silas singing their s s psalms in the
prison at Philippi. And it bas been ever se.
The true child of God kmoms that, the pathway
of suffering for Christ's sake is all the while

. the way everlasting, the unseen giory is upen

that path. Thus when the aposile bresks
through his preliminary imt® thg

at deelaration of “‘jjustification thy fiaith *
h Romans v, 1, Mmeexul_t
upoh the of the Glory of God. Amd this
i8 80. W look for His Glory to be manmifested,
and we with Him, in a fellowship of Glory,
But the apvutle imnesiistdly adits, * And not
gmy BO, buit we wipivee [ewiilt) in tribmitstions

w‘.”

And in that [Life of the Spirit revealed in
the 8th chapter, there is this central thing,
“If we suffer together with @iim, we will
be alo glorified together,” wersy 17.

And this is the way of the Qlory mow., It is
as God sees ws, amtl an the principalities and
povers see us ; and not asmen see U8, Or even as
we see ourselves. Gud B3 mmrifesting His glory
in the saints mow ; but it is through our obedience
of faith, amd our suffering in that
obedivie. So our Lord says, ‘‘ 1 hawve glorified
Thee on the earth.” But how ? By obedience,
and by suffering. The Glory shone from wiithin,
and was nanifested ; but not to human sight.
Novortledhas, some beheld Hizs Glory. It was
the Gleory as of the Onlly~ of the Father,
full of grace and truth: Grace amd Truthl
Thirse are the present indivations of the hidden
Glory.
ﬂg{s not the nere transfiguration of the mortal
body that is the manifestation of tho GQlory of
the Chriist. That is but the end amt] consumma-
tion of a LIFE wihich i+ mow being wrought out
in our spirit. The glorification of our bodies
is a unall matter for the Creator to accomylish ;
bui the glorification of our spirits to bo like
unto s, to be conformed imwardly to the
image of Mz Som, tlils is the wonter of His
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grace ; and it is the manifestation of this glory
that He desires should be given to the princi-
palities and powers in the heavenly places now.
. 1t is the Cross that glorifies God. This our
Lord recognises as He turns from the prospect
of popular acceptance in John xii. 21-28, faces

the Cross, lays down itz basic principles in !

those well-known words about the corn of |

wheat, and finally declares, * Father, glorify
Thy Name.” - :

That Cross stands to the eternal glory of

God.—* The Lamb in the midst of the Throne,” .
newly-slain, and yet slain before the foundation !

of the world, the mystery of the Divine Passion
in the Christ. Thisis the Janguage of the Spirit
to tell us that the Glory of God is vindicated in
the suffering of His love.

We are saved by this, as we believe. And
there cannot be the shadow of a doubt about
our salvation, sealed as it is in that Blood.

But now, being saved, what are we, if not the '

children of God, joint-heirs with our Risen .

Lord? And if so, are not His interests our
interests ? His Kingdom our Kingdom ? His
enemies our enemies ? * Is this vile world a
friend of grace * ” Then the very fact of our
identification with Hm in Life because we have
accepted His death, means a sharing of the
impact of that hostility against Him, and a
bearing also on our hearts of the Burden of
His Purpose. Nay more, that very love of
God that gave the Son is now shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, We suffer to-

gether with Him. We pray together with Him., |
We yearn together with Him for the fulfilment :

of His purpose, the building-up of the Body,

and the bringing of Satan down into this earth, :
the arena where the age-long conflict shall be .

finally ended. This is the cosmic vision ; but !

it requires a Spirit Who knows the passion of
- the Cross.

Flesh and blood cannot stand here. These
elements cannot enter into fellowship with Him.
How they failed at Gethsemane! How far
from apprehending the invitation of the Lord,
* Tarry ye here, and waich with Me.” Ilm-
possible for flesh and blood to inberit the king-
dom of God, to become joini-heirs with the
Christ. No, God does not expect our flesh to
meet this conflict. He well knows it cannot.
And flesh mist not visualise the conflict cither,
It is something belonging to the ** new man.”
1t is a burden of apirit. Beware of making a
catalogue of sufferings, of letiing the devil play
with your imaginations and inventing a list of

possible persecutions. This is not what i.
meant. Such things may come—or they may nots
The important thing is to know the Spirit, the
Spirit of Him Who suffered. Is He within you ?
‘Then, when the pressure comes, the fight
begins, the conflict thickens, tribulations arise—
and all because of the Word, then it is for you
to know that as you stand with the Lord in
His meekness, and yet in His strength, knowing
the power of His resurrection in your conformity
to His death, Gobp is glorified, and the Spirit of
glory and of God resteth, delighteth to take
rest, upon you. God can exhibit you as a
trophy of His grace before prineipalities and
powers and say, Hast thou considered .My

child ? T. M. J.

THE SECRET OF FRUITFULNESS
Continued. |

Notes of the 2nd Address upon this sabject
(Ezekiel xivii.) at the JANUARY CONFERENCE

Wz are seeking to find how the Life of God
in this picture of fruitfulness may be realised
in experience, knowing that this is God’'s will
for us ; the end to which God is working in all
His dealings with us—{for nothing but fruit will
satisfy. the heart of God. In our quest there
are some words in the beginning of the 47th
chapter, a clause in each of the 1st, 2nd and
3rd verses which give to ns the innermost
secret of Life,

In the first verse—*' He brought me unto.”

In the second verse—'‘ He brought me oui.”

In the third verse—** He brought me through.”

“ He brought me unto.” You must remem-
ber that other word we read last night.

* Then the Spirit took me up and brought
me in.” “He brought me out.” ‘' He
brought me through.”

And at the outset let ns get help in these two
pronouns, ‘‘He” and *“me”:. my personal
relationship with Him. That is the root of
everything. Not the absorption of some
teaching, not the accepting somo doctrine, but
s deep personal, intimate, living relationship
with Himeelf. Then He will have His way
with me ; He will get me at. tho place He wanty
me to be in. He will bring me in. He will
bring me out and ihrough vach succeeding ox-
perienco, time after time. He will bring me

“through.

Thir is the first question. What ix Joesus
Christ, the Lord, after? Not what do yon
know about Him : not what are your theorjos
wbout Him : what ivx He to you ? Al hangs
on that. This is & thing of the heart. “ He
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brought meo unto tho door.” We mst get i

the whole picture, and we mustt just reempitu-
late a little and go back over that wwgpy—tie
conise® of the river, back from that scene of
fruitfulmess to the .source of the river within
the sanetuary ; for we saw that all the fruitful-
fiers 1s eaused by the erigin of the fiver, the
souree frem whieh it Hews=Dbemwire it sued
Aut of Ihe saRBriwYy.

How to get there ¥ We came in our guest
of the source of the river to a shut door, a door
which very literally bars our progress, a door
across which is writtem—*‘ No man shall emter.™
And we say—" Who then can be saved ? ™
And the Lord answers—" With man it is im-
possible.” You cannot go in through that
door, and yet you have to go in. It seems all
very contradictory. Yet we saw there was a
way. And the way in was rounid ; not through
the gate by which the Lord of Glory enterel!;
but through a gate to the north ; and you could
go in, and pass out by the south gate. OF yeu
could go in by the south and pass out through
the north. And we saw the better thing to de
was to chouse the north, for that is the place
of the realisation of the suiferings ef eur Lotd, 6f
our Crueifixion with Him, and of euf &ﬁ{biﬁfw&?ﬁ
stFippin b?r that piereifig nefth wind ef all Gur
pride and all euf Fighteoudifes,and of all in which
we beast, and ef all that we are, until w8 Know
purselves naked ahd iR shame Before Him.
We do Aot ke 16! We prefer the SHRRY soit
ahd Eﬁ.‘é WA Breezen, ahA the sHAERG, &)
e VAL 16, Wi Wl B I VA %ﬁﬂﬁ £Yel
ko Tk EME YA 86 DN LRt nBH
gats. Well, MaRs tp YBUF MiRd 474 §:

Then you come to the dlwor of the ,
and we are reminded in the 44th chapter how
again it is written : “ No man ™ ; not on maf's
working day, tho six working days, ean yeu
enter ; on the days of man s effert, when mian
would do something, tho deef is shut. Only
on the day of the sabbath rest, when Ged
entered into rest and ceased frem His 6wn
works, on that day the door is open. Seo right
through that chapter also the unotivumeised
shall not enter : tlie man who refuses to have
the whole body of the flesh cut away, and to be
brought to the place where he has no confidence
in the flesh shall not enter. The mam who
would come in the excitement of the flesh shall
not enter. Ho who would enter must come in
having first realised all that Chrikt as the &n
offering moans, and having seen in that offer-
ing his own life, his8 accursed life, carried out
without tho camp ; but in the carrying out of
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that accursed life He leawss poured out there
at the base of the altar His own blood, and in
the bleed a Life, and in the blood His Life.
If you assent to that, if you agree to God's
terims, then leok at the door. It is open, but &
bleed besprinkled deeor, and 'you enter through
bloed inte Life, Hiis Life !

Now within is the place of the throne. And
then the Holy Spirit says—" An inheritance.
It is thine inesitnmce. All that is within this
inner court thine inheritance, and 1 am thine
inheritance, I am thine, You lay down this
little “ I, this accursed “ 1" ; you acknew-
ledge that it has gone out, and yeu have
instead the God that is eternal, *“ I AM,” your
possession, yours absolutely, yours! It is
the place of the throne, and in this place of
authority, in this place of power, we are brought
into fellowship, But the only piece of furni-
ture in the inner court is the mean insignificamt
little wooden altar. Yet here is the place of
“ prayer in the Spirity)" the place where the
incemse ascends, the incemse of the Name, and
so you have come to the source of the riven;
springing up comes a river of Life, and it fiows
away out from the source, and everywhere the
river comes there is Life. #Ake brought me in.
Ae brought me in. No other way! You
cannot bring yourself in. He déetl to bring you
in: to bring me in. But now, He would have
me out! Out! And if you would remain
eeneentrated upon that whieh is in, without
any eutlet, then you fiss all Ged's purpese.
Ged’s will eannet be fulfilled. And He kas
{aiﬁea e te Him j mariied upte Him. But
of what pw ? That yeu faay . Bfing
forth fruit unte Ged. Out"! And if yeu are
just geing te eeme to Cenventivis to take in,
ahd apain 4 month after. to take if, there ¢in
%%_Y"éf Be the realisation ef Ged's %wﬁe% t8

Hﬁé oh {At8 Life with am its th
development. You will Be & eramped, dwarfsd
s6dl. “ Hre brought me 8wW.” at i8 the
way eut 7 47tH 8h. 18t verse .=

“ And behold, waters issued out from
undler the threshold of the house esstrwand,
for the forefmont of the house was toward
the cast: and the waters eame down from
under, from the right side of the house, on
the ewuth of the altar.”

_ Immodintely outside that doer, the alter;
immediately outside that deer again. the eross |
Oh ! says one, it is Life new. We have dene
with the eress. Hawe you ? Then you have
dene with Ged’s purpose through you I Ne, we
stand now at this altar, and everything, everyr
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thing, depends upon our attitude to this altar.
Stand at the altar and look back. There goes
the stream of Life, the river which is flowiing
from the throne to the altar, and one cznmot
help but think that beeause it is a river of Life,
there is the ebb and the flow all the time, and it
is from the throne te the cross, and back from
the eress to the throne, and again, from the
throne to the eross. There is that relation of
Life between the throme and the cross ; that
Life which makes the throne real, and that
Life which makes the Cross real,

One is in that throme reem, in that throne
Fgem an altar, and on that altar, written in

44th eh. 16th verse :—

“They shall enter inte my sanetuary, and
they ghall eome near to my table.” What
for? * To mimister unte me.”

How am 1 te minister unte Him there in that
inner eourt ¥ Let us turn to that passage we
know 8o well and read it once more, and get the
answer from the Lord. How can I minister
to my Lord ? Wait on Him hand and foott!
How can I serve Him like that at His table ?
If anyome else had said it, we might saj* in our
unbelief, it is not for me. But now He says:
“If any man!"—Mmy man! And the “If ™
is not on God's side, it is on your side.

“ If amy man sanve me, let: himn follow me,
%em%’ where I am there shall also my senvamt

Where art thou Lord #

* Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone, but if it die (If it die!) it
bringeth forth much fruit:. '

And says He, I went that way—* If any man
serve me, let Him follow me.” And for a life of
fruitfulness such as will satisfy the heart of
God, this is the way to it, past this altwar;
and let the altar do its work ; don’t hurry the
altar; take God’s time at the altar, and stay
there; He is speaking to you. Any mam!
A corn of wheat, just one conm! Ome by one.
The cross was only made for one, it is going to
bring you into fellowship with * the hody,™
a living body where you arc knit together
the one with the other. But there has to be
the individual dealing first with Him, as a corn,
a single eorn of wheatt! Will you follow ?
“ What shall this man do ¥ * What ir that
to thee, follow thou Me ! " Wiill you follow ?
A corn, such a little thing! Yes, and you are
just a little thing. Do you know it ? Well,
stay in His hands till you do; you won’t get
any further umtil you do. A.little corn, so
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insignificant ; a corn, a corn of wikeat. This way
is not for tares, the Devil's imitation of the
wheat! They canmot enter into it; 1 doubt
such will ever get so far as Hiis hands. They
will have gone long before they get there. And
if you find your whole soul rising up in rebellion
agaimst the word of the Cross, the question is,
are you wheat or are you tares ? We are
talking about the Life. This is livitng wheat,
and living corn ; and God is dealing with those
who have the Life. He is not dealing with dead
souls. He has given you Life, God’s -own
Life, Eternal Life % Then come to the altar,
learn this lesson at the altar. You alone,
a little comm; little you, that you may
live. Hawe you found it ? Will you accept
it now, if you have not, by faith in the
living Word of God, repenting of all your sins,
and say—Lord, I take this gift of Eternal Life—
I take it now, and then you go on with us in this
guest, and from now, little corn of wheat, you
have to die | But you say, I thought I did die.
T aceepted all that the Lord shewed me as He
stripped me through that hefth gate, as He
told me that no Man eeuld enter in, 4z He
Brought me 16 the end of mywelf, as He 1aid me
§%f% ue)%?x fﬁér fage, a3 He shewed me the sin
BHEHAG, T 466 g&ﬁw all; and it was real. Now,
asgs You 6 B 118 irtittilncss that visiod
&%

At
i, f6r :

i gt 18 BE
u o6 has 18 B%%E‘ii%%ﬂi iR
s sepeiius. B

A sower went forth .to sow. That is His
busiinesss, to sow, and if I am in Hiis hands, and
am willing for the then He will do. it.
There is a little cranny there in the soil and His
busiiirass i to get me into it. His great secret,
as 1 sald at the beginning, is He in me. Now
befere you eontemplute this death, look at it—
it I8 Christ Wi loves you, W liveR for you,
as well as died for you, and He holds you in His
hands—and He is going to accompiish it if
you say—" Yes,” with all your heart. Hw» will
de it. It Is going to be in a way down. How ?
A way 6f humility, of humiling even unto
death. Buthew ? That word has beon spoken
B ofF twiee in eur meetings, a word one
18athes=" HWuniRr: Ives { " How ? That
{7 the diflicult past.. Humibh youiself | Oh!
1t is difficult, so diflleult. Again, you cmmot
do it: 8o difficult that enly the mighty hand
gt God eah Bring you dowh, even if you ses
i;_v%%%%lt as 4 little bne, and you think you are

{thie. Start gBiﬁ% down ! Geod ean do it in
gveryone of U Rere—dewn, down, by €he
fighty hand of Gd | And it takes the hand
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of the Almighty to bring me to death and to
bring you to death ! But you won’t tell me
that it is more than the Almighty can do, will
you now ? Are you there, under the almighty
hand of Godl ¥ Amd what, if a comm of whesat
fall! Fall! What is falling? Well, just
going down, and just as quickly and straight
and as far as you ean. That is falling. “ He
humtRd Hinmlf and beeame eheaseﬂt unte
death, even the death ef the Cress.” Right
frofh the thione to the 6Ass | DRWH | %W'ﬁl
And He says=" Will you servé Me ; weuld
minister te Me é would you pleawe Me; ¢ sﬁ
;@ 8 deWn And dewn, and just as faF dewn 4s
t8ll vou; mueh farther EH&ﬁ BH iﬁiﬁk Bu£ 1
Wwill de i€ HRdRE MX i rf you
fall? 1 eanmet fall. ¥8u7é W'ant @f&
4 helding en te if yeu Weﬁ‘i fall 7 wet go!
& %&% of ¥ 1 do net k%*eb BH
de. r this Question cOMeR H
desper hwm of the a%am af m% 13 {-d H&
Bmeﬂﬁame ihg. Ho makes that i Battle

round, that is peing to be the t%af 1t %% }g

fﬁ&

defeat it will be defeat all thred
1et Eif Rave Wiz Way thers; t f i
peing he Ras pet E%
Eﬁjast s m@ﬂ?agé%% tffg 58%%%%
awﬂiaaﬁ Y%B % ik §£

pe t

SBB

ipi?g;ﬁ %B%R{-S £%e£sa _
%?& . ;%g:‘é%%%g 1
g %}51 53 50% X caling

iy, i Will Be victery all 1R¢8 é
8

5%‘963,3.

& l}‘%th ;gSt‘ Bu t F?%
u
gave ru1 1m t ere %a)f]f |ggv Og:?

And yeou know what God is ta.lklng shout,
den’tyou ¥ Wihat are you going to say to Him ?
Everything hangs on that, #0 much hangs on
that! And then to die in your own estimation,
and probably in other peopls's estimation, to
be of ne reputation, to die into the mmd
Well, ean’t stop on the ground ? , that
won't please Him. Not only down, but out of
gsight,  Out of sightt! Oh!! that is desth.
That is where we preachers have to die, amd
enly God can do it. And God says, now I want
you net_enly to die, but I want you out of
gight | Bwriedl! Do you oonsent to that?
Again, I eannot do it. The mighty hand of God
ean do it. He will do it. And now die. But
What dees that mean? Well, give up your

life. Surely, He doesn’t mean that:!

“ He that loveth his life shall lose it, and
he that hateth his life in this world shall
keep it unto Life Eternal.”

Now you want the Life that brings forth fruit

unto God—ithait is the Life Eternal which is in

Him, His life ; and you want to know that Life

in all its fuliess ? Then die !

Give up all the pride in your life, your trust
in your life, and the mighty hand of God will
take you all the way through as far as you are
concerned. With mamn it is impossible, but witth
God all thimgs are possible: this falling is
possible, this burial is possible; this dying is
possible with God. That is what it means to
stand at that altar. Do you hear what the
Lord says as He stood by that altar ¥ What
shall I say ? Two things you could do! Twe
thimgs the Lord could do! Ome was to make
a big detour round that altar and pick up the
river a little way down its course. But the
Lord saygs:—

* He that entereth not in by the door, the
same is & thief and & robben.’

and do you think you can * burgle ¥ Him 1

Get the power, get the blessing, get all the fruit,

and all the credit of it, and not by that deer %

Is that what is in your heart ¥ Then you are

a thief and a robber, trying to rob God of the

fruits of Hiz own life without going God's

appointed way. No, that is the way. The
altar ! Here the Lord says: *1I come to do

Thy will.” And now He says : Wil you serve

me ? Follow me, just here, you too, so shall

you be with Me and with My Father :—
“ A body Thou hast appointed Me—I come
to do Thy will.”

And Thy will is my death ? Then I agree,

Lord! Put me to death. You cannot-do more

than that. He will do the rest.

Now stand by your altar and look hack.
Here is a stream of Life, but no dewel
so far no broadening. And now from this altar
<look on from this point, and from this poimt
full development, growth, deepening, widening,
an ever-growing fuimess, and that is how the
growth comes. In the development of Life
ﬁé cannot evade the Cross, even if you have

‘Tho Corinthians did it; many are deing

n; to-day ; but g@u eannet grew if yeu evade
the €rgss. ou eannot knew the blessed:

ness of the will o €od if you evade the Cross

apd yeu e&m& have fruit if you evade the

Wm% shall I say ?*  What de yeu
g&¥ The Lord was talking to His God, and
ore the Eross there is wg'f you and Ged.
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It is God's Cross, not man’s! What do you
say ? Wihat do you say to God ¢ He brought
me out! Amd that way out, not just as you
think | " Then hrought Fe mre out of the way
of the gate, the north gate.” Oh ! but I want
to follow my stream now, T hawve found the
river, I hawe found Life, and I hawe got Life;
and I will go out by the eastern gate. Will you !
This mam follows his guide. The way out again
through the north gate outside the wall. And
he looks round. Wisere's my river ? No river !
[ have been to the Lord. I have been to the
Cross, and things are about as dry and as desd
as they could possibly be. Well, what did
you expect when you asked to die % And the
Devil says—* that did not mean anything. Why,
there isn't anything to see ! ” Well, no, there
isn’t anything to see=....Amd yet that is the
way the Lord takes us. After Jordam, wilder-
ness, and the Devil in the wilderness! This is
the life that I live, not by sighitt; I live by faith.
But although you cannot see it, the river is
flowing alright, and the river is deepeming; it
is flowing all the time. The Lord knows what
He is doing, and He goes round that way with
us ; bids us go there—" Follow me.” Let us
go forth unto Him bearing Hiis reproach. But
Ho also says He will not suffer you to be
tem?ted above that which you are able to bear,
He is very skilful, His idea is not to annihilate
you ; it is to develop, to inerease the Life; to
malke a Spiritusl mam of you in the stature of
Christ. But eutside and alone where you 6aR
enly live by faith. And theh preséntly; He
says—Behold! there's the 8asterh gate, #nd

thRre's MY FHVRF! I am alive! Christ is fy"

lite. 're {8 real and He is mine, HR i in ®e 2nd
I afh iR HNifh. Th EHR ewh time—Bpring,
Sumiffdr, Autumh, Winter. That is: hew He
8ts Eris Frujt. You waht it all Summedr. Yeu
&%% gt Uit that waY. You must have it
if b, Tt veH Rave 4 hew harvest theh yeu
6 Ihrough SPriAg, Sulinfdr, Autumh &nd
ek, 80 He BrBUpAt me stt, apd then He
BEOUEHE Be k. BEBHEH agam and £98in
i0t0 this Fiver: . ARl 6ach CHAIR MOANs sOMEthin
REW—2 Fuller development, & tuller Eite. Min
3, the Kiver 18 full %li the tmfe- Seme of
8& aﬁs ~ But veu den’t held Very mweh :
Ad what the EoFd WaRt is that wo snall neld
more;, that thers BNsll Be & Bi%%@f- outHew.
%ﬁe& is that to come ? Only by HFepening the
d; makihg you ge lewser dewn, still excsvating
lower and lewer, and that feans merd roem
for Hhm. That is what the Cross dees; it is
*thé Gross that develops ; and that is so -

ful in this picture of Ezekiel's temple, there
isn’'t much as to what is in it; nearly all the
things are made of wood. Wwed, that is all
we see. But what is the emghasis? The
messneement of everything, the capacity of
everything ! Here is & man with a messurimg
rod. What God is concerned about is your
capacity. No capacity for self, but capacity
for God. And He brings you again and again
to the Cross. He is increasing your cmpacity
for God, and this last month what has God
been doing to the Fellowship—inwreasing the
caﬁacity for God. That is why Ged had te¢
call a halt. You must not be afridd...yeéw
had one blessed experience, a most real ex:
perience, and you have been right down in the
river., But a little further on there will be
another definite deepening, another excavation
going dowm. And if you go down, then you
come up; and He is working on and en, #mnd
each time the tide rises higher and higher ;
and there is more and more of God with eaeh -
fresh experience’of the Cross, until at last He
has got Hiis heaft’s desire. It is a fiver that
fo Wmah eah pass over! WARI, what ean the
fanh de ¥ . eah swimd! And what i§ |
Swimfing 2 "Whkeén T Wats Rarhing %o Swith I
was told to just trust the water | Juat trust
the water! And what i8 swimming ¥ Just )
resting in the Lord, i Ged, il His fuless ! ]
d foWw s60 of Mman—IiHhsdt thou seeR thisd -

it
7 - -
R

g Eifs it 8 P% £B;.ﬁiﬂ§§ the Here §

Toas the More 8f the Lits.

Hast thou seen, this 1 Then there is somze-
thing you have not seen. Now .I will bring
you to the bank of the river. I will show you .
what has been going on. Look at the river .
now ! These trees! I never saw them grow.
ing. Of course you didn't. You thought you
were drowning; but God was working out His

, ahd when we get there He-will take <

.48 t6 the banks of the river. Now sec these 1

trees of fruit, that is what happens through the :

-Life. That was what I was worldng ot threugh !

this strange of death. Life eut of °
death | Xt is for you. Huve you 588 it ¥ He
and me. The Lerd and.I. Just meel Hifm AGW:
Wikt I have Been saying te you are just s
Wwerds ; but eeie te terms,; drastic as the teFis °
ay seefd to Be. Oeme te His tefms: 1 yield,
T agiee, I aeeept. - 1 put iy name te the.death,
iy deathi ° l%: Lita! He and me. Rhall-
wo elese here. You settle this thing with Him.
Settle it new. e A.8. 0. }

————

Peppird By bRe Aphaumuin Press, 1) ang 13, Hroapns Huljdiogs. ppancers faue Jendon, 4 s,
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MINISTEERS’ LETTER.

Homnor Oak )
March, 1927.
Brxiovep OF OoUR LORD,

His first so-welcome word to us was “ Come
unto ME, all ye that latowr—"". That toil of
the futile Adam was upon us, both in sin amd
weariness of works.

Hawe we left it at His Cross, or are we still
bearing it, in part ? Martha was cumbered in
her mmch serving, though she were serving her
Lord, as she thought! Stramge that such a ser-
vice should bring strain and irritation, jangled
nerves, and wrong judgment of others’; but that
duality in Bethany is not yet passed ; it is still
found in the service of God. And so many

* break-downs ** are due to it, and much is the ;
perplexity of that other word about His su- |

preme service; ‘‘ My yoke is easy, and My bur-
den is ligltt.”” In the face of some experiences
the statement sounds ironical.

For the Lord calls us not into such labeur, |

but into resti: “They that believe do enter into
rest: ” and, “1 will give you rest.”* Not only
from sin, but from useless and disappointing
labour does He promiise rest. Adam’s cursed
labour in all its phases engenders but a fruitless
weariness, an exhaustion of effort without re-
compense, and surely “ the sweat of the tnme.”
The energies of the “ flesh,” the mere intensit
of soul, the heats of a self-crested passion, all
these cause the fever, often a great fever, that
renders us unequal to serving our Lord when
He comes truly needing our mimistry,

So insistently does the Saviour say to flésitly
earnestress and imguilse, “ one thing is needful,
that you be still, and listen to My counsel, for
I am your Lord.” Study to be quiet,

For the works are fiitished from the foumda-
tion of the world, and we can do nothing to
make them more perfect, or add one thing to
them. Apart from Him was not one thing
made that was made.

Wihat then ? There is the good part, which
is also the good partmership.

just as He and the Father worked together on
earth by the Indwelling. It i8 the Great Yoke,
God’s Eternal Punpose;; but it is cay and light,
for the burden is upon the Spirit, within our
spirit, and is not a pressure anywihere upon the
soul: neither the nerves nor the brain are tried

by it, nor does any flesh know its weight. But -

' ray said, * Whirere the

He and we are -
now to work together by His indwelling Spirit,

the pillar of Hiis Strength within supports it, an
upward pressure of the Sovereign Love.

But now we labour, and rejoice to labour.
There is toil and there may be glad weariness,
but no strain.

And to conclude, here is the secret contamined
in an exultant experiemes;— 1 laboured more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the
yrace of God that was with me.”’ Paul heavily
underlined these latter words all his life through,
for it is the last subtie touch of the “old mam **
that he seeks to serve God, and to say “I* in
the temple of Hss Glo:g; and as Andrew Mur.

esh seeks to serve God,
—there is the stremgth of sim.”

Arise, THOU, and the Ark of Thy Strength,

within Thy saiintis;
Yours in the weakness that affords
HIM Triumph,
T. AusSTIR-SPARKS,
T. Mapoc JEFFREYS.

THE MINISTRY AND

FELLOWSHIP

RELEASE !
We rejoice to be able to annoumce that our

lease has now been endersed by the Court of
Chamcery, and we ave free to go forward. The

. hand of the Lord upen the entire situation
. has again been made singularly mamidest, for

the deed was signed by the trustees on the
same day that our sisters, Lady Ogle and
Mrs. Brand, took up their quarters in the
Hostel.
RESIDENCE :—

Our sisters felt with us that tne Lord Ihad

not brought them acress land and sea simply
to “mark time,” and #® all the necesswmry
arrangemernits were made to move in as quickly
as possible, in Fiith that the relemee woulll come
as we aeted. So the hostesses of the Hostel
afe if, and already a little household of faith
is gathered at the Centre, and prayer has
eemnfirad te grip the place for the growing
ministey.

Our sister Miss Florence Green (Sister
Florence) has been brought in as a spiritual
help ; and our brother George Ashby has taken
up service in the house. There will be other
neeesRary memisurs of the stafl added as
prayer brings through the leading as to persons
and appointnmnts. . * All the ministry must be

i considered directly spiritual, and taken up

upon a clear spiritual basis ; we are finding that
this basis is eminently practical alse, and t'iat
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all servants of the Lord need to bo thoreughly
erurilicd that they may be efficient servants of
thel™ Fellowship.™
RESOURCES

As mentioned in ovur last issue the Lord
had given witness as to His time for definite
action baving arrived, for He had provided
suflicient funds to proceed immediately with
all the work required. As a matter of fact an
additional sum of £2000 came in during the
month.

This brings the total amount received
toward the developmemt of the work to
approximately £3,120, apportioned as follows—
Hostel, £1,383 ; Hall, £1,737. Nearly £300 has
already been spent upom our initial require-
ments, and this has to be deducted from the
former smum.

The trustees have now put the work in hand
for adapting and equipping the Hustel for
Its necessary service in such a way as to
reduce running costs to a minimum, and the
total estimate for this work a £1,000.
This sum may seem large, but the heuse
is old. and the whole interior arrangemriits 6f
rooms and convemiemes need alterdtici;
central heating, hot and eeld watef ifi &ieh
bedroom, are being inatalled.: The present
outlay is the wisest eeonefiy for the future;
and the whole eest will be saved Within &4
few years upon the FURRIRG EXPENSES:

It is estimated that the Hall which will be
built in the groumds behind the Homse will
eost about £1,800. 1t will be recognized
that the momey to hand is evidently propor-
tioned to meet these immedimte needs, for as
soon as the Hwostel is in being some other
heme for our gatherings will be required. The
present Hail attached to the Howse is alremdy
proving too small, and we are using Hostel
accomodatiom.

It will be remembered that originally it. was
stated that 1500 would be necessary for the
fuil equipmenmtt of all the service, and this
looks likely to he correct. There are still the
furnishings of the Hostel to be considered,
net to speak of other requirements such as
the putting of the groumds in good order.
Byt the Lord is meeting the needs as they
arise. For examyle the furmishing of all the
Feems ocecupied thus far has not cost the flunds
8§ mentionsdl above a penny; it has all come
gireet from Him. As we go to press we are
gble to face the cquipmemt of the large
dormitery over the present Hall with cubicles
gt a cost of £210 ay another private pift.

Vith these blessed and obvious Tindications of
His will are we not compelied to go forward
boldly ? \

Ail these resources have come to us in a
manmer that precludes mueh reference to them
in the ordinary way. They are made up of
personal and anonymous gifts, and these mainly
from “ the larger fellewsdtijp/* They have truly
been a seal to the ministry of this “ Witness
and Testimony.™

But our local fellowship has aiso had signal
proof of the Lord’s hand upom us in matters of
finance. Our accoumts arc being audited, and
will shortly be published, but our treasurer,
Mr. Bond, informs us that during the past year
over £1,3c0 has been placed in our offertory
boxes in this free anonymous ministry of the
Lord’s people. The Lord bless all his faithful
stewards !

EASTER CONFERENCE

Our vision for this is crystallizing, It would
appear that the main theme will be,

THE CROSS, AND THE PATTERN IN
THE HEAVWENLIES.

We trustfthat thie means the unfolding in
measure of the pattern of the Spirit's ministry
in our midst, and through our fellowship thus
in all the earth. The Haostel pattern has become
fairly clear. We wait for His word conceming
the Training Centre. But it is obvious that the
whole “dllowsliiip™ needs to share the vision
of God for this place, and this will only be
forthcoming as we jealously guard our comporate
life in prayer. It is not the coming to meetings,
but the coming together in the Holy Spirit that
counts. But there must be this latter assemb-
ling, and each gathering should be regarded a8
providing the Holy Spirit with His opportunity
of unveiling the glory and of the Son
of God in Hiis Church for all tho world.

It may also be needful to say that during
this testimr and transition time these of us who
have had the responsibility for the 1 i
and guidame of this work have been obliged %o
keep close counsel, for there are many adver-
saries, and we have found it true that the last
mendier to come under the complete Soverignty
of Hiis grace is that memdwir that is used for the
confession of His gire 't and hely Name. We
liﬁ,"ﬁ been comyelied to guard the seerets of the

rd.

But now that the pattern is eoming through
we are looking forward to the eloser ee- Qpera-
tion of the whole fellowship in all the werk.
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The weather at Easter will, we trust, be
sufficiently mild to make our gatheri in a
large Mamquae in the grounds a comfortable
oxperience.” We are still hoping to entertain
some of our guests in the Haostel, but whether
howsed so, or in private honas;, we are making
arrangemanits upon one basiz of charge, the
lowest we can estimate for the 51 days. Thuss-
day to Tuesday, and we especially adwise all
who feel led of the Lord to come to make
application immediately to our secretary, Mr.
Paterson, who will also deal with all matters
relating to their scocomodation.

LARGER ISSUE OF THIS PAPER :—

We intend getting the April nunmier out
hefore the Conference, and so propuse to publish
our first enlarged issue (16 pages) in May.
PERSONAL :—

Omr sister, Miss Ruth Rogers, of Swimdon,
has now jeined Miss Frearson, at her orphan-
age, at Sheralam, Lebanon, Syria. Our sy irit
respongs to this l@admg of one whe has already
been used to give out the testimony of the Cress
in that land. The Armenian problem presses
in upen this werk at Shemlan, but that with
all ether world-problems meets its selution as
far as individual lives are concerned in the
Cross. May our sister be greatly used to
strengthen Miss Frearsom's hands and to add to
the Fire of God in that place.

Our sister, Miss Bames of the Kwurku and
Central Imdian Hill Mission went out agaim to
service on the 22nd of last month, and will by
this time have landed at Bombay. Let us hold
her up before her Lord.

THE MARCH CONRERENCE :—
The messages of this time were very personal,

and most of us have come through with the |

impact of God’s word upon our hearts. We were
brought -very low at his feet. Owur brother,
Mr. Crowe, again shared the mimistry with us.
Hig message was mainly u the neeessity 6f
the heliever being ~with WEK » Christ's eall to
those whe profess to be His eame with simest
undrarabie power. The findl MmeRsage eh Men:
day eveiing was an unveiling 8" the whele
histery ef the “ Bedy "=l trhe efunreh. amid
the pseuds “prefesitiys’ direhl=" fiallavingtine
Lamb whitheizseever He gosth MWITH HIM,
i‘i?ht threugh to the final Breaking of the pAWeF
8

the prineipalities And powers; a0 thal last
eompany shall be eaughic-uh, §IMYHANGBHIIY

with the OUT resurrestion, tx mest the Lefd.
Our own word was kept more to the theme.
Conformsblideness to that IMAGE of God in the

Christ is only pessiblle through orfiermableness
to His death. The prowess of thc glorifyimg is
now going on (2nd Cor. iii,, 18. Tt takes place
there in the Presence. "< we walk in the
Light.” But what humdiling. what abasement
of self continually! The daily dying! Self-
maortification! Yet the joy of knowing that as
we decrease so He increases. The old theme of
the Cross that once we shumnod becomes now
more and more the vital word of God. We
cannot breathe in any other airtham that whieh
gurrounds it, for there the Hely Ghost withesses
still through the Blood and the Weord. But eh,

the at elsewhere than at the Cross,
what gm of Satan infest it!

On Sunday evening the Hall was taxed to it
utmost, and it was evident that eur marehing
orders are through. Duwring the Conderence we
were rejoiced to have the fellowship and prayers
of our brothers, Mr. Tearson Harrisen and Mr.
P. W. Fauneh.

OUR BROTHER:—

It is but kind to intimate to many emquiring
hearts that our brother Mr. Sparks, with his
family, is recuperating at Whiitstable this
month, one of the Lord’s children having put
a house at their disposal. Strength is returning,
and there seems every probability of a return
to ministry for the Easter Conferemce. There
are many calls to service but we need especial
gf'ayef', not only for stremgth, but that we may

2 kept in the will of God, within the compass
of His appointnmnits. There do s appear, how-
ever, the likelihood of a Comference in New-
castle in May or Jume of three days, in which
we shall share tlie mimistry.

PRAYER.AND PERSONAL PROBLEMS

TiE nuniber of requests for pmyger, and also
of enquiries concerning pamsombil proMmas, is
grewing to considerable proportions,

The Lord will raise up in relation to the
former a more definite prayer instrument in
the Hestel; and as we do not “propese to open
a correspondemce columm in this paper. We
shall be glad a< far as we are abid¢ to attend
persanally to the latter.

Wiill our readers therefore for the presemt
addimss: all correspondenpe: under both these
heads to the acting editor, T. Madoc Jetireys,
“Tite Homnr Oak Christinn P¥llowkhip Cemtre,”
M\Hdomoo rOakk RRaddS J92233.

It may be best noted here that this mddress
will serve as a commen addless for all the
workers in connection with the Wrnass anp
TwrTIMONY.
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BOOKLETS (By T. A.-S.).
Nz I andl 2. “theenyumration into Cluristt™

Price. 2d.
Nw. 7. *Tlhe Imnmer Mam of the: Heart™ (with
mem 4.

dnsﬁr
;gy Sactetafyy : Homor Oak Christian Fellow-
Shlp Centre. Homor Qak: Roal, S.E.23.

ACKNOMWILEDGMRENTS

The Lemd contimwes to stir up the hearts of
His peoiple to maintain this. message, andl we have
to indicate gratefully tim following giiftes:—
Hephzibah House. £2:8:0;: Dublin, ]0s.:
castle, 1Ps.; Southend, 10s.: Philadelphia, 8s.:
Philadelphia, 4s. 2d.: Astwille, U.SA,, 4s. Zl.:
‘Tenderden, 4s.; Edinburgh, 3s.; Brighton, 3s.:
New Jemsey, 1s. 8d.; Switzerland, 2s.; Anerley,
2s. Gd.; Amesriey, 13s.; Paddington, 2s. G2h.;
Hrixton, 2s. (id.; Barkmg 2s. Od.; nghgate
2s, Gd.: Dorking, 2s. 6d.; Dublin, Is. 9d.; Nor-
wood, 1s. Gd.; Nomood 13s.; Ealing, 2. (2h.;
Tenterdon, 5s.; Crawmiley, 2s. 6d. " Total, £5 18s. 3d,

To avoid confusion will readers note that remit-
tances for this paper should be sent to Miss Sach,
20 Mundania Road. S.E.22. All mailing is
attended to by Miss Hawes, 24 Rye Dale, S.E.22.

THE CROSS, AND

THE ETERNAL GLORY OF @0OD
NomeEs OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE
DRCEMBER CONFERENCE.
(Contimaced foom lmat month).

Here then you have the sevenfold bresking
forth of Hiis Gilory in specific and definite mani-
festations and acts. But that dee® not carry
you very far until you begin to realise the con-
neection of these mamifestations of Glory, and 1
would have you just note the conmectioms of
these and the specific significance. They arc
mainly revealed to us typically and that in
two trios, and then you get the one glorious
isolated revelstion of Hia Glory in that éen-
summation—2adrid yot not iselated, beeause it is
the eensummmiiivh of a whieh s geing
ofi new uhtil that time. You netiee in {he
Taberpael® the supremfe eharaeteristie and
feature is Hin medidtorial werk: The Tabernaele
has a8 its eentral realify the systém of saerifice
and priestheed in mediation, and When this
thing whieh i3 supremely a manfRatation of
mediaterial priesdly work in the Beha'f ef sin
afd SIARRER i§ 6t 4p and fullill @.a &66ardin
to the divine orderi % then the gHB of the
Lofd fills the tent: and hers %u &I
mediaterially glarificd as the I%Jh And
as the Altaf and as ihe Saenlies; e gla&g
of God i-&éﬂﬁ& Hpoh aﬁﬂ Within WR W8
a3 Medigtor, Bere b fully revealsd iR €HQ
Tabernacls: the plory of God, the glary 8f

New-

Christ, is found within His atoming work,
His mediatorial work as Saviour, the One who
doals with sin. Do you notice that couplet
which we have often mentiomed in this fellow-
ship. It runs right through the Word of God
uniting Grace and Glory: *' The Lord iis @ Sun
and a Shield, He will give grace and glory.”
The sun is the glory, but grace is the shield
which makes it ible for sinful man to dwell
in the glory. If that full-orbed -glory of God
were 106 blaze suddenly upon one of us here we
sheuld die instsntly, “ Neo mamn hath seen
God and lived.” 1t s not possible to stand in
the full blaze of the glery of Ged unkes you
have semething te shield that glery, and the
inearnatien is the glery of Ged 8§ iﬁld@d by
%fﬁ.&% 56 that Wwe eah enter inte the glery of
od Without being constumed. You Rave eften
1881288 e tm%%% and you Have &did

{ Naw w%& is & sunset?
{E i§ §f 8¥r {! % %ﬁiﬂ%ﬁf the Mists 8f Séfﬁﬂ

a& w,% 8% h% §H‘\

g' E.é %'ih BH 166K
18 Wﬁm & ? %8!2;
HB% 's& {8 §1m %8
a&&sais 38 a %u GAR & i£ §3 Rat
u%g aa

%&B 88 ié in i{gga ss s a3 ol W
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e Wil wre o and
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‘E% wraftg » PEAS6A 8 rm §ﬂ6ﬂﬁ&8 A3 He Was
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A WIHIINESS AND A TESTIMONY

aeed tho grace of God to stand in His presemce | as out from the heaweilies.
t all, all the while enduring this exposure and \pattern by revelation.

knowiledge of flesh, this awfuhmss. But that we

with this true knmm}edlp (which is not a theory, '

hut is to us a daily agony before God, lest flesh
should come in at all) can stand and enjoy fellow-
ship with the Lord, that is grace! Amnd until
you understand grace by reason of what He has
done on our behalf in being made in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for flesh eondemiiing sin in
the ilesh, bearmg it away Hinself, until you
appreciate that, you cannot apjpieciate the glory.
But when you understand that, that is the glory,
that to you is the glory of God. I cwrimot
define the glery of Ged new in ether terms
thah graee.
a@ﬂﬁe it il other terms, but at }%aem the
%{I fy of God is the grace Bf God, His f6rbearanes,
) leﬂgéuﬂéﬂﬁ Wi tehiRness, Hs many
mereies; the things that He dees 1oF s, &l
what ¥ is HBiBg The Wonder of 16 all | 'f
upholding, the sustaining iA the Midst of EHS
direst & Eﬁﬁ'l't% and  most EﬁfHBi& BSHIE,
yet thete is that B%lﬁm 8? ﬁ% t & Lime,
36 that although all £ae

readily, am'i ﬁHﬂﬁk Ba&k& B%%& i3 And bHR
u§ thYeugh, and m ﬁ% M% a&a the 1@81
§8 BfESH £ ,lgﬁ

Which W& %iﬁ%}&ﬂgf
& Eh BUF=td PES 8
gF that the Pﬁ%@iﬁ%ﬁ%&%‘ﬁ?x 8 i Brace mi

BHB glory to HiRmlE. 1his I8 the

|

1

Later of, we may be abk to .

1

AtORiRg, Fepresemiative and  SuBSttHEIGRARY

work of the L%fa
%i%&% then th%

Wien Wwe wndersiend -
BW of EB% Lotd fills the house.

sk any siiher who has Besh §3¥%ﬁ trem !

the awtul d Tt'h% and reality of sip By t f&&@
8f God if he khoWR anythin Bf t! % ¥ 8f
6od W it 15 IA m@ fﬁfé% “ 8 £ ‘é ﬁ.ﬁﬁ :

i, i m B e fices il 1 UG, e
Eﬁ m % m% g e
r) er &n (E& u m((i l !

W’ ;S?;B‘ %tt* %fk i o i
C ga 5 I
orla 3§)c EVIOUI' 8 l (] 8: f@/ |

The next 18 in the Book of Chmmrdkzs when

you come to the Temple. Has it struck you s
that it was not in the priestly so much as |

in the momarchical, the kingly, that the glory
is vested.
temple; it wad a king who dedicated this
temple, it was a king who was Gods re-
presentative in this. The plan was still the
same plan, the pattern was still the same patiern

It was a king who built this |

i

© f Gler J’
{oFy of | as Leord and

@88 &B@l it is all Bgeause of the EB% atoral; !

Dawid got the
it was still the pattern
of the things in the heawens, but this time the
main feature was the momarchical, the kingly,
and then when this thing had been finished
according to the ordering of the Lord, and a
king represantatively stood over it and handed
it to the Lord and represented the Lord before
the people as the priest had done in the other
case, then the glory of the Lord filled the house.
Here you have the kingly aspect of the Christ,
the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus. Wa: have no
need to stay further to talk about it, we are
elways talking about it. He is sovereign Lord,
and we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, and that
He is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
“ Lift up your heads O ye gates : be ye lifted wp
ye everlasting doors. rxd the King of Glery
shall eeme in. Who is this Kinglof Glyyy ? The

3 ° Lord §€f'8ﬁg and mighty, the Lord wighty in

batdle, He i§ Kiing of Glory.” On the ground of
His tremenduifs eonqursst, on the greund ef His
great triumph—2ak He trod the wine alene,
a3 Hiis garmenis were dyed red with the blesed
of His efemiRs, as Fie travelling i the greatness
[ of Hii strength by way of His eross WHOHR he
" atripped off the wﬁ%swlmeg and pewers;
WB%E% He 1aid lew the powers which Were against
Him and iﬂufﬁeﬂh%@l léﬂ@ﬁﬂ —He i8 tlp.% Kin

ium@mm wofl of Chris
lifhgr tlh% glory of God rests.

Now the third is in that little passage in
Isaiah ; Isaiah is being called to a prophetical
work. He is the prophet of the Messiah, und
the words suspendlsdl in the air in the presence
of the revelation' are : * Wilwo will @o fior us %
and whom shall I send ¥ Here is a* Sent One ™
required, an Apostleship demantiet], one to go
out to fulfil a prophetical ministry and work
in an apostleship, being semt. " The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me,” said the great Sent One

. later, * ircaune Fe faith anmiirisstl mee 0 -

glaim i He hath sent me'’ Now here you Have
Fight in the eentie a prophetical werd: Seme
have, I tmm& guite justifiebly, made Iasiah
the highest of the % Decause of the
fevelation of the Christ which TR Was pef-
mitted to give, of Which God pave mfeugh
him; but the phase here is uhdoubedl a
type of the “propheserid” werk of the Lard
Jeaus. M MiRiRtry A 8 BeAt 0%, 4 ﬁ&,m&t
AA% A3 EhiB PEAPRSL of the Eeat Prophet, this
Ane who ¥ Included in the Prophetic OF MA%:
henorial Mminiatry of m% Erealer WIR Was {0
g later, of Wipih he prophasied, as he was
Befafe the Lofd, the Glosy of the Logd fills the
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house to create and to establish this prophetic

ministry. Now the Lord Jesus is here fore- !

shadowed in Hiis propihesorial ministry or office,
the " Sent Ome,” the Apostle, God's Apostie, and
in this enming forth out from the Fathor of
which we read so much and so often speak. ~*1
¢eme forth out from God.” "1 came out from
flic Father.” ** Glod so llowedl . . . .ttt e
—here is the Gift, the Sent One: of Godl. Om the
ground of Hiis ha,wmg come forth from God to
declare the coumsel of God, and to reveal the
mind of God, and to draw men back to God,
as well as to warn men of the judgnruits of
God, upon this work of a prophet the glory
of the Lord Is seen filliigg the Huiee. Now ¥ou
see this thiee-fold wheh You get 1o the
New Testament, whieh is the esunterpart of this
Old Testament ty@;e

You notice that in the mount of mamdﬁgmau
tion the Saviour is in the of Hiis atoning
and mediatorial work ; for why was He there
in the mount ? Well He was being spoken to,
and having commuriion concerning Htﬁ exodus,
Hiis going out, which he was shortly to aeeem-
plish at Jonmalem. He was in tife meotint
concerning this great work which He was gein
to accomplish by the exodus of the Ciows, an
the passion, takem into the Aseension, &id
through the Ascension into the glory. And when
this work of the cross is nearest and most real
and accepted amew by Hiimh in the mount, een-
fimrsd and rotified by Him before Godl and
the heavenly witimames, the glory of the Lerd
breaks forth upom Him amd is manffested in
Hirm and through Him. There it is. We need
not stay, for we have already said what is to be
sald about the mediatorial glery of the Savieur.

Thus the second in the New Testament is the
AscenBion, the Kiing of Glory entering in; this
is the sovereign, the memaichical. Then Pem,@
cost is the prophetieal; of apestelie=tIr é@ﬂdiﬂg
of thowe ifi like Mmammer a8 HR was seft. * As
the FatiRr hath sent e, aven 80 (iR like Manner)
Tsend you.” And an He 'is o thruating out His |
chureh, Hiis Body,, Christ eorperate, Christ repre:
sentative, the goiﬁg out inte the a &@ﬁt@lﬁ@;
the prophetieal ministry, to sprak i and |
for Hiim, to exhort, and to wath, aw to entreat
—the Glory of God I8 there,

Now, beloved, this is all se elear and patent,
Wo see the underlying truth of groundl-work

notiee is that In (Mich of thase eases ke is the |
relationiship 1o the eross—the death, Ihe FesuF-
rection and the aseension. WWimh NRARS: Went
into the mounit to reecive the patiern, in order

] have §
of the Glory of God. But what [ Want You 6 I

3l

to carry it out, in order that the Glory of the
Lord might be revealed, lhefore e ascendial that
i mount he built an aler at its foot, and offered &
i sacrifice before he wemnt ayp. M@M@N i
; the Asvension, in the heaxens, that tthe pattern
of the Church miight be revealed. The eress is
basic to the mmmifestation of the heavenly
pattern, andl the breaking forth of the heavenly
lo
¢ \'h%mn Solomon dedicated the temple the al{gr
was there. You rementssr, tthe sacrifice was
offered, and he: kmelt by tihe alter aml presented
it to Godl. aml the glory broke thromgh, but the
revelation hadl come from the hemwerilies. The
thiee things are alweys there—the Cuss, the
Resnrieetion, the Awenvioh. Tn [Eainh it is
all toe b, Wse i8 Hife, for T am wndone,”
then the ehefiubifm took a live eodl firefn the
Wiy ; Mo i this coal seaked im Doed and
MRt With five. This B € that alene
this MimiRtry positle, and Yhiough this
wm&m WG R the Hediifstmtion of
%ny of €. 'Th tt!}?e Nt Teatanfmt we
§%% At the Crows R asieciaied immRdnkly
With the miotils Of transhgration: The ek s
A0 2t Peiesuut. Liteh to TUGrs sermonh and
558 §f 5t 1R DOb thers: andWeshall e that
it Was 'uil?ﬂih "t'h'i% %ﬁiﬁﬂi&l 'reeB ﬂlti&ﬂ Al entry

o o
&3 2 ?:'i"ﬁ‘é'l ified
? ?xw %%h 5%%3'1%&%%%% 5% Al e mMeanin
i € &W‘ é%; Was & e Whe
%%esﬁ [ %‘?feﬁ%i%?g and %2)%9&!&% that.
a %.'1 ?:%‘(r%ﬁ‘ sgm% % %ee %t"}ﬁ m%a
B SH ﬁ&% %%%
& n“ Vo % ?«,% A ml intd
%%_% o Wit [ﬂ% COUR 568
OtHng PRYIN tt w A get
SYaRd hak, 3K Hhel % &gf o e S
% D the Haeh o & i 4§ ssﬁ
Wi e, peeddea, Cha: g Wy Sl 1
ih !01‘ 4 gffa;mg‘ %’ ﬁr@% o cgoe;’
30111 HG Otzl gg ee 8 %.I‘%
| Wiy ihksten
wlw%a in that comiig agaiin to e gilurified

| in His saints it will still be the ecross, it will

gtill be onh the groundl of tir eross. But this
' I8 the peift=we eah only shwie tie gloryan we
rdl g eiens. e oo i tire, and
We cah onlly shir: R glory as we Kiow Him
i the power of Bk resurrection. W ean only
. khow the glefy as we have already been made
' b Bit With Hith i Y heaveillivs. Thae thee
| thitgs, uhioh With the erueified Lword, union
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with, the risen Lord, union with the wsesnbed
Lord, thiis is union with a glorified Lord. Ard if
there is to he any breaking forth of the glory
of God in us individually it must be as, fimstly,
the cross docs its work ; then as He is Sovereign,
and not only Mediator; and then as we go out
to fulfil His apostolic ministry, as *“ sent forth *
men—only so can the Spirit of Glory rest
upon us. The ascension glory is the indwelling
of Christ by the Holy Spirit. He has come
forth in the persom of Hiis Holy Spirit to indwell,
and He is the glory in the midst. Only on these
simple, but fundamentall realities of uniom with
Christ can the glory be. If He is to be glori-
fied in the midst of us corporatelv, it will be as
we arc separated by the cross from all that
which the cross condemns and rules out; as we
are joined in a personal testimony experiment-
ally to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; #nd
as we know what it i8 with Him jeintly te
feign in life in the aseension power by the Hely
Ghest coming and indwelling us. We Rave made
it eur supremr ambition ahd prayer that ¢ 1
might know Hifm ahd the pewer of His resuffee-
tion, and the fellowship of Mis sufferings, being
fhade eemfermatR: to Hiis death.” And ¢hus
we shall knew Hifm new in His glery.

There are many phases of the practical
application of this thing, but the broad
range of revelation will be enough, and other
applications may follow, if the Lord so leads.
We have often said much about this—that He
might be allowed to take us into the death of
things, and of all that we are, in order that He
might be glorified in a testimony to Hiis resurrec-
tion in us, and in them. This is the ground of
the glory. H we suffer with Him, we shall reign
with Him. Amnd that must begin now, because
we have got to have an earnest of our inherit-
ance—to know Him as Blisha knew Hiis master
Elijah, who went up inte the glery in the power
of His aseension. When the manik fell (the
type of the Spirit) upen Elisha frem his master
as he went up inte glery, this is a pieture of
eur relatienship te eufr Lord; jeined with Him
aseended, by the falling of iz Spirit upon us;
and the entering of W' SPirit 1E6 us—to Knew
Hifm iR the fe BWé]?ig f the Spiklt; weatin
Hiz matile. - This 18 the ground of the glery.
May we knew it. May if not Be 8 you a8 &
Beautiful ebjeetive Mehtal vision; But & real
praetieal experienes. TIig mediatorial, UNe Some
reign, the apesteolie Chriat in 4’ fulfilling ali
those mimisties ef Baviewr and Lord @nd
Prophet in ws, and through us;, BO shall ¢he
glory be revealed. The Chufeh—Hi Bedy-—

is the instrument and sphere of this mimistry.
Christ continuas to maniifest Hinswelf as Mediator,
Sovereign and Apostie in and through Hiis Body,
and even so His glory rests upon and breaks
forth in this Temple as He is allowed so to do
fully by each memimr becoming incorporated in
Himself as Saviowr, Sovereign and Sent One.

T. A-S.

THE ALMIGHTINESS OF THE
RISEN LORD IN HIS CHURCH

Naites of am emilbeess given af the CENRRE,
Slndg y momingy, 20th Edmeary, 19)27.

Matthew xviii., 20.

“ For where two or three are guthered
together in My name, there am I in the
midst of them.?

He must be in the midst of each before He
is in the miidst of them. He mmst be in my
midst, in my spirit. I mmst be born again,
out from Him, and therefore share with Him
one Life. Where two or three such, sharing
with Him one life, are gathered together,
there perforce He is in the midst, being in the
midst of each in their spirit, God dwelling in
and upon them individually through the
Christ; and therefore when two or three such
come together He surely isin the midst of tiyom.

The verse is an explanation. He iB explain-
ing why almigiiiveess belongs to the church.
W%lyy ‘the authority of the Throne about which
we have been speaking much in recent years
is vested in the church of God. He has given
the . mazing promiises that “‘Whateesver things
ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whalttsoever things ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heawenr—Whoso-
ever sins ye forgive they arc forgiven, &¢.”” But
it is when we thus come together; and it must
be sudh a eeming together, for it is a wwique
e6fhing tegether, the like of whieh has never
beeh knewn in hieaven of earth. 1t is a conmin
topether of the memises of the Bedy
ERbist, & wehderful assemblage in the HBI%
Ehont 8f ah incarnate Life of God in Mmen threy
EhHst, 1 Raye fiet tewched the fringe ef this
« MYREEFY Of Godinsess;™ mueh less exhausted i,
AN WhilE these words are ameng the best knewd
iR the sCrptures we eannot understand them
with the Ratura) mind, and need the revelation
that it iz net for flesh and bleed t8 inherit
the kingdem. On! we de need revelation {8
dhderstandl every text ef seripture. It i3 QUF
peeuliar darger that we have eeme te hink
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that | iblo knowledge is sufficiant. Bible-taugit-
Christians talk macth abood. the coiming
of the Lord amd we think we kin%v because
we have been instructed in doctrine as from
without; but we do not know except by the
Holy (‘hestss revealing within. 1t is the Holy
({host alome Who enalilkes us to wndenstmnd
the infinite meanings of the word of God.
These words form the basis of what are
suppowed to be in a well-kmown dtaramination
'Comgregatiomnl Principles™; but how Jittle
are they apprehemdhdl. For there is a great
vista in these words, a revelation, a wonder
of authority and power. They instame the
fact that in the chureh there is possible a
manifestation of Dixime Omiifssearsee by reasen
of the Cross. That whete twe ef three 6f
His people are truly gathered tegether in the
Spirit of God they ean leese oh earth and if
is loosed in heaven. they ean bind en esrth
and it is bound in heaven. Awthefity
Divine! Vested in the ehitiféh; but net a§
men, not as individwllz, not as persens WHe
can in themnwlves say that they ha. e antherity,
but as thewe whe have beeefie ineerperated
into the Christ of God, as thow Whe sWafe
with Him one Life, as these whe afe Befn
out from Him, and therefere 166k upoh Him
as the entife seuree af their Being, and are
prepared te eentinnally erucify the flesh o6f
theif ewn mala~wp, their aWn Ratwre, &nd
aeeept instead the indwelling and the operation
of Wiz Spirit a8 theif life. YWhon LW OF fAree

sHeh €ome together iR sHEWN & EORAIEISR
WrBHght BHt BY ChFAL, Feesgnizing that this
s made possible By ihe HEMTAAMR f&

of the Cress, and By the VB 68ALINRHR: SREFE:
tioh of the Blead of the Lamb iA the Mokt 6f the
theene (fhat I8 the eHiHence 8f Bod that ASW
receeds from the TRIGNE By the SPIFE i SL6iAAl
asaign), wheh the chilared of 694 FealiRe ¢ ?E'
Ren they F& SWERL LRFBUER BY tNe Gurfent ot d
Pivine Yife, AR they are Bathred &9 sﬁ%; inte
ah Aetivity 8F thi Bﬁm tg", . AR RSV AIE
made 18 FeliFesent the "““@é 208 {1 1he S8R
ThiR i3 the Majesty a0d pawer 8f God'S Brace i
the ehureR. OF eourse ¥ou RaVe the CAFICALHFE
of this in the syatems Bf thix World a8 Fepre:
seiited in sueh aystematined badins as the Reman
and Amgliean @Mifdles,” Al MW T ihe
denemimsiiis whieh aré heceming orgenized
politie: bodlies. But thewe are ereations IR his

world of the flesh and of the devil a3 f9ainat
this tremendoiss bul. bidden FAGT af the chureh
whieh is His Body. T.M. 4.

(o he connfwnied.)

 SOORCHHEDR "
Xattes oftnn. Adldesss @' JFmuargry (ostfrenee.
by Mr. A. 8. Crowe

TwE word the Lord gave me this morning was
just thisword. “ Scorched,” and it is not a werd
one woull chowse to give forth. Ome would
prefer to go forward in the faith that there is
none who is in any way rejecting the word of
the Lord. and yet one cannot do other than
give forth the’ word that He giNess—Yeou
rememier where it comes—you find it in the
4th chapter of the Gospel according to Mark,
in the 3rd verse :

“There went out a sower to sow'"

and then in the 5th verse:

+*And some foll on stony ground, where it had
not much eartlh; and immediately it sprang up
because it had no depth of earth. But when the
sun was up. it was scorclied;; a:vl because it had
no rb6t it withered sway.'"

Wae will read the Lord's own interpretat'on of
the Word, 16th verse:

“And these are they likewise which are sowm
on stony ground: who, when they have hoard the
Word immediately receive it with gladmess, and
have no root in themselves, and so endure but for
a time : afterwardl, when afifirticon or perssmtiiom
ariseth for the Womnd's sake, immediately they are
offended.™

“ When the sun was up it was sconchedi” The
Son, Who to us is the Centre of all things, our
Life, our Light, our Lord of Love; and when
the divine heat of that Love shimes forth in all
Its glory, then this seeming work of grace
shrivela up! When we begin our walk with the
Lord it is like early meorning, freshmess, bemuty
and a gladhess as we walk with Him and talk
with Him ; but as we walk en with Him the Sun
gets up. that Leve whieh Ras Bem. a cheering
fay, Whih has bBeep semething that has en-
lighten d and illuminated, apd we enjeyed it,
Pecemfch semRiRAT URRATMIR, The figuie is
that af the orisntal sun, the mid-dax stun. Seme
of us khew what it is; especiglly when it is
iit the Reat of the hettest seasen of the year,
like a blast aut of the aven, and you Rave t6
shut. yewrself in the hewse away frem it; @nd
your garden is simply withered up, and the little
water that yeilf bey puts on the Hewets 18 just
enough te Bell them ; and yeu eeme baek af
the efid of a het seasen like that te find every-
thing withered, scerehed :  SeorcHad”

Now, do you know where the full revelation
of the Lowe*of God is to. be found ¥ Where do
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you have to go to find the Sum up—all the
fulness—all tlie ardour—ail the fierce heat of
Divine Love shining forth—where is that ? We
know : that is at Calvary; that is at the Cross.
And all of it is Love, the very perfection of
llove. We begin our walk with the Lord, and
because it is a walk with Him He must lead us
there ; and because He is Love, He must tizke
us on to the full revelation of Hineelf. And
then it is the test comes.

Oh, the mulltitude of souis who will walk with
Jesus up to a point, but when this fierce heat
comes, their soul draws back; they are stumbledi;
and the stone of stumbling and the rock of
offence is the crucified Lord, and the Cross to
which He brings them; and they begin to have
a quarrel with their God; they are offeanded
with Him. He is not treating them as they
think He ought; He is not doing for them
what they expected He would do; at least, He
is not deoing it in the way that He should be
expeeted to do it; and so there is a guarrel,

and a sd fon if s ifit. and the life that was
g8 full of promie, the respense, the dludness
and jay, ﬁ. all seems to die out and wither, and °

there i nothing lefi but a w thered life, & .
sS6rched, blackened, eharred life. But the '
£OFd IS shewin fieré Rew ene reasen fof it all

i§ that H‘n%
of the fruit thers is

H%u i@% ane n%% all the promiae iake
?za% at a% oRg it? T sﬁ % &L%g&g
' sw%ﬁ fh tHe éaui g %t WA
i § 861 8 OB HALD PRFFESHSR: WHSR it GOMmEs
&Hg roas if dies away- if says: “Met The

%B i {8 “trBUIZGbLAT" Because of the
5%, ai&ei fo the Wadis sake. 1F the
I EJ H}f the SpiFit comes €8
i erté i wBulaﬂ H”i&aﬂ it: 1¢
0
(4)

chgh

i L e
& ARodie P 33% %&e SR
S & W IR e g
i M i

of s e lo o, By o ol
g % s 5% ord Fifmelt jses
¢ ei"pl 8 5 R iﬁg n
ide, d

"5’ oeca gﬁ"i o4 he HRRY

W g% i am‘? o
%&g;%?s Eo 8 m@m Y34 Rave 88t 19 f&

é RH H=here 1§ HS
3@&?}9@ am o §§iﬁg XrB

There is also a word used ahout. our Lord
when the soldiers held Him ; they * arrested ™

k &E Ei‘éﬁif-@ of Hin heart tor fruit .
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Him, they seized Him and kept Him. with a
determination to hold Him. And you just turn
it round—it is not we arresting the Lord, it is
the Lord arresting us, the Love that will not
let us go; but that Love forcing us into ome
place, from which there is no escape; and
Divine Love you into that one place
—€alvary; that one place—tie Cross; that is
the tribulation. Those of you who need the
power, here is the secret of power: when God
brings I»ressure to bear, yield to it. No, but
the soul says: “ Not that way ! We are in for
all the delights, for all the joys, and all the
- gladness that Jesus can bring into our lives,
and all the peace and the revelation even of
the Lord's love for us, but we are not willing
to go on to all the fruitage.” That means they
are not willing to go through pain, and they
are not willing to go through travail, and fruit
can come no other way. “WNo, we will not

" have that Cross’

Now what is the reason for the * scorching ? ™
The Lord gives three reasons. First He szys:
* Because they had no depth of emtihn’"

They had just alittle; but to take you through
you need much. Wee saw the altar last migjitt;
! and we saw the throne. Now all the resmurces
of that throne are behind the soul that would
¢ lead on to the altar, and on and on te fruitful-
U ness. But you have got a little Lord, and He
: does little things fer you, and you are satisficd
- with little things—a little joy—a little lowe—
i a little prayver—and it is very little; and yeu
| do not know there is anything bigger in the
» Lord. You ‘have not had what our brether
! has been speaking of, this revelietionof Il
| And before you can really go through, there
| must come this revelktion of WHO HE 1S,
Hiis wondreus power, that He is on the throne,
t and that the Hand that is going to so deal with
\qu isithik Mighotyt yHaindd . Y®o uhdnve enoto seesen
» you do not see what there is to draw you,
andl because you do not see that, when the
; pressure comes you are at sea so to speak, mud
you come to a full stop—you have finished
with the impossible. You have stopped because
there is not much earth ; and your real need is
to be shown by the Holy Ghost that there ‘is
much you have never seen, much that has
never entered into the heart of mam, never can
. enter into the heart of man, but by the Spirit.
Amnother of the reasons is: “Nn root.” What
j does that mean? No hidden life—it is that.
; Now we are yttiing to the connection of wiiett
| was in my brother's mind, “ Prayer,” and wiat

— iy —
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was in my mind, “ No Root* ; no secret life
with God, that is the root. You will go along
guite merriky until the hour of pressure comes,
until God begins to make some demand;; but it
is in the hour of tribulation, in the hour of trial,
that you find what it means to have ne root,
no secret life.

We were speaking last night about the Shut
Door. We saw that it was the Shut Dwor that
shut the flesh out. There is also a Shut Door
that we did not mention, a Shut Dwor which
when you are inside you are shut in, and you
are shut into a place of power, and you have
access to the Throne. And when the need
comes you get the vision of the Throne, you are
cast back upon Him. The Lord speaks of it in
the 6t'i Matthew, 6th vers®:

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in searett: and thy Father
whicli scoth in secret shall reward thee openly.
When ye pray, use not vain rejwetitions. as the
heathem do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much sgeadiing.™

There is a repetition which is not vain repeti-
tion. Some of you have read that baoalk:
“Mreapimg Hyde.” 1 was permitted to see
Hydes prayer life, to be with him in prayer,
and that was one of the characteristics ahout
his praying, they were not wordy prayers; but
he would just lie on his face before God with
one word perhaps, and he would repeat that
word, and repeat, and repeat, and repeat. Some
people would not call that a prayer. There he
was, just holding one thing before the Lord.
We think it is the words we use, and if the
words do not come, then it is not prayer. It
is very'simple ; the Lord does not say amything
about mhat he hzaxs in the secret place; it i8
what He sees. It is the attitude of heart
toward Himeelf, that soul in the secret place
just standing there with the Lord. standing on
the promises, maintaining that attitude of
Spirit towards Him, and He is leeking for it.
Of course the time comr® when words come
forth out of that, but the Lord leoks for thet!;
and it does not matter if the words do nef
come. The Lord is looking for semething in
the secret place. He is looking for the seeret
life behind the Shut Door.

And then comes the pressure. What is the
pressure but Himself ¢ Jt is Jesus from nmbove
pressing in upom me behind circumstamers, and
even behind the power of the devil, He uses
all of this: and the soul that has got no root
dies beenuse it has no means of getting into

| contact with the Throne, even if it knows there

E is a Throne to get into contact with, The sanl

is dry, and 1 am not getting that which I muas
! have in my immediate surroundings. 1 ceamek
| find what I must have—] must have water, the
| moisture—if it is not here, then I must geo

where 1 can get it, and out golittle fresh rootlets,
" pushing their way here, and pushing their vway
| there, and they go down and down until they
1 begin to suck in moisture, and when they have
. found it the unexpected happens, and instead
of that little plant witherimg up in the fiance
rays of the sun, as you would expect it to do,
it lifts up its head, strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might, and it is full of Life.
It has drawn in the Lafe. The pressure of Jesus
! from witheut, and the letting go of all things
Nini Reseltbfol dass ini shid hidider nplaksece thé sondul
" meets the call of the Lord without, and finds
the Lord within. That is the second reason,
Wiy «: scorched 2" No Reot, No Root!

Then comes the questiom: Why no Root %—
No Depth ; so awfuﬂy superficiad ; all upon the
surface, glib, plenty for show, but noe depth.
Why no depth 2 1t is not so much stony
this, as roeky ground ; you leek aeross the fiedd
and you cannet -see that there is any reek
there, it looks geed ground; it leeks just like
that pateh frem which the Lord is geing %o
get a good harvest, thirty, sixty, an hundred-
fold; in fact, it looks mueh better; but it is
not going to last, Wihat is it that prevents the
roet going down? .Reek: a hard heart, the

. We de net pw, We eannet pray, We
cannot reallly pray. What is it that has te be
: dealt with? The flesln. That is the seoret of
our failure in prayer—flesh. fleeln. The Lerd
gpeaks of that hard heart so oftem. There is
that word in the 3rd Hebrews, 8th verse:

“* fhartben muitt, yomr hearts, @ in the provecation,
in the day of temptation in the wilderness.™
But if ye will hear His voice, this Word of His,
this living Word, this Word which is Spirit
and Life, this Word will, if it is received,
bring forth fruit an hundredfold unto God—
if God can have His own way, if He does not
| fimdl @ hard life. Ah, who can lwesk this lend
| heart? He alome can break the heart. He
can! Let us turn back to the 95th Psalim:

“0O eomo, let us sing unto the Lord: let us
make a joyful noiite to the rock of our sndwation,
i Let isimemo before Hiis presence with thanksgiving
| ... for the Lord is a great God, and a great King

ahovo all gads. In His hand are the deep places
| of the earfh : the strength of the hills is His also.
The %ea {a Hil, and We made it: andl His hands
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formed the dry land. O come, let us worship and
bow down ; let us kmeel before the Lord our Maker.'*

This is the revelation of the Lord, what He
is, what His power is; and as the revelation
comes, kneel down, not merely with the knee,
but with the whole being, down in His Presence.
And then thisword: *“ Harden not your hemrtt*
as in contention—thiz contention with Godi!
Why ? They had got into one of those hard

, those of pressure, those places
of trial in the wilderness, dry burning heat, no
water. God had His own provision, He was
able to give thefa water, but instead of belisvin,
that, they said: “det us have a guarrel wi
Ged; let us eall God names.” And they
stumbled—ithat i8 the hard heart. And this
flesh must be dealt with.

Oh, there must be a coming to the Cross, if
there is to be the fruit, and if there is to be
the life in prayer; and is it not so that it is
just in that that He teaches us to pray %
We say: “Lord, teach us to pray.” But how is
He going to do it % By showing us the pmttern
of prayer. The muw who prays ; the man who
is just in this pesition, who is feeling the
pressure ; the pressure of midmight. It is dark,
the midnight hour. He is feeling the pressure
of another's need, and he knows exactly what
that need is, and that need ‘is weighing wpon
him; and he is feelnig the pressure of his own
absolute poverty; he can do nothing.

Nom» then, what are you going to do in a
case like that ? Just this: a man who has got
no roots, and not much earth, a very poor
conception of the Lord of Glory, and no contact
with that Lord of Glory because there is mo
root, it is there he is going to fail God. But a
man who has get roet, there is only one thing
te do—=srarch after God. But the deor is sliut,
and He dees net answer; and that brings fresh
pressure atill; but he prays, and he stays there;
it is not that he eomrx hight after night te
the Lord ; he sta ,-g;h%ﬁ theré; it is & peFpetual
Burden 8A hiz spirif; and he does net 1&t go
until he gets thiotgh. And it is et a burdes
for himself; he is after something fof AnOtHer ;
and the ver %&%ﬁéﬁi‘% drives him t8 God, &
he waits there tntil Aﬁ% 988 arise; and does give
t8 him what he nesds.

Tiee 107th PBadm.

“fThen they cried unto tho Lord in their trouble,
and He delivered them out of their distresses.™
That is where the Lord brings you, when you
ask to be taught to pray—umteo distresses.
Most of these distresses in the 107th Psalm are
distresses brought upon the soul by its own

[fﬂd !

foolishness and their sins, but not all of them.
And there is one phase of this, and I do pray
that the Lord may bring us into the mesamimng
of it, verse 23:

“ They that go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters. (Baminess in great waters
—* I must be about my Father's business?")) These
?iee tir:'e works of the Lord, and His wonders in the

eep.

Now we are all wanting to see sometiiing
wonderful, we all like that—but to be brougit
into the place where God ‘can work the miracle
—thow He answers our prayer: Teach -us to
pray.” But tobring us into that place! What
is that place ? Verse 25:
“ For He cammandeth, and raiseth the

wind, which lifteth up the wawes thereof. They
are mounted up to the heawem, thoy go down to
the depths: their soul is full of trouble . ... they
are at their wits end.™

And the Lord brought the storm to bring them
there. These of distresses, of tribulation,
of the heat of the Cress which brings you right
to an end of yourself, nothing to be done, it is
impossible, except one thing, and that you
have to be a baby to do such a silly thing,
such a simple thing—just cry, keep on crying,
verse 28:

“ Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
and He bringeth them out of their distresses. He
maketh the storm a calm, so that tho waves

thereof are still. Then they are glad because they
be quiet; so He bringeth thom to their desired

haven.”

And that desired haven is not simply a haven
that they desire; He desires it for them, and
He creates the storm in order that He may get
His way, to get them into this haven that He
desires to get them into.

The business of God, that is what we want.
As long as we are juBt praying little prayers
about our own little needs. and we are not
concerned about the great busimess of God, we
arc in the condition of rootlessmess, and there-
fore drymess and hardness.

“ I must be about my Father's husiness'"

@il thewe, i the wilsst of the slewn %@a 866 e
Wensitr Bf Yoh& OV eam do; you 566 the atvengih
of the Am of e Lwdd. You sa&y: “1T am net

8ing te have the sterih, 1 want ealih seas "—

hed yeu will fains the wonder of the mifaele.
I do net think we eam really learn te pray
witheut thig %m@ieaaive teaching in the midst
of sterfs. The Lord answer our prayer—te
be taught. to pray through the storms, A. 8. G,
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MINISTERS' LETTER
Hovor Ok Cemismmy RRuoOWSHP CENTRE.

BaLovED OF OUR Lombd, Agrdl, 1927,
And aiféer the toil joy ? s this the order ?
In a sense, and beyond memsure, yes. But

by no means altogether so. KFor while we look

for that umutteraible joy of the ** Worming
without clouds.” even now, by Hiis graee, there
is a joy of the Spirit, of whieh it is said, * The
joy of the Lord, it is your stremgth.” The

“1it” is left out in both ouf versions; yet hew

emplaiic it is. IT, the joy of the Lord, is

alone our strength. There can be mo strength
apart from this present joy.

The romamcee of the New Testament is in its
joy. All through it is a joyous book. Amid
the storms: of ill-will, persecution, hatte, and the
battle for the gaining of the soul, it is the eon-
fession of this company of hamssed saimts—

“ We rejoice with joy w and full of
glery.” But here we have b left out the
dymamiic eentre and eawie, ‘Ih'Wikem.”” Foriitik

the joy of the Christ-Lifee: it is the fellewship
of Hilx JoY amid the fellewship of His sufferings.

Wiithout this, Christian life and service are
impessible. This joy of God comes instant
and immadigite to meet the pressure of the out-
ward sorrows of the battle, so that the ground
of our salvation being clearly revealed, the
apostle says, “‘ At not only s, bt wee rejotee
in tribulations also.” Extraordinary language !
But it is the expression of the extraordinary
charaeter of the Spirit-bern life. Faith (Abfa-
haih) begets laughipr (Isaae). Oh, the jey of
this fighting faith. 1Tt has its taste ef vietery
amid the eshfusions of the eenfliet.

So it says, ™ The Lord loveth a cheerflil, a
hibious, giver.” Surely this is one who in all
things saefifiees with joy, endurs with joy,
suffers with joy.

But how is this possible ? [t is impossible
for the patural mam ; by which we firan, it is
imsz‘fs%'il!ﬂ% for the Christlan in the greund ef
nature. There are ho sueh springs of joy in

gur “ A" T IR %&tﬂnﬂgstlﬁ) om e
Wells of salvation. 1t iz of the Spifit ; but of the
Spirit a8 WhHBIn Ue. Thus the 3eeehd aspeet
of the celestial truit of the Spirit i8 “Ipyy ™ -
“The fruit of the Spifit is , oy .. ”
The i of God, already a realised FACT
in the Spiflt, is righttwifitas, and , and
foy. But the well-spring is the Divine Love.
The children of God share so dee}) a fellowship
with their Lord that the JoY of Him accom-
plished triumph springs up within their hearts.

Did mot e enjoy so imtimate a fellowship
with the Father here om earth that in the face
of His angnish e was alile to pass om the
inhernitance of His joy to His disciples, saying,
* These things bave I spoken umto yom, that
My joy might remaim in you, and that your joy
might be complete.”

it is therefore iHés joy. Mothing else can
sustaim the Cross. We do not go through upon
determination, stoicism. Between the upper
andl the mether miillstones of God’s willl and
Satam's all flesh would be imtolerably crushed.
A tle s w4 o

. hejjoyarft J Fritsourstrength.”

So He calls, “‘HBejodice with \Me.!!' He has
triumphed, and e is triumphing. Rejoice!
He has found, and e is finding : #e is calling,
and He is gathering : He is leading #His flock
like a , and the Catomay of that
Bternal Fold is close at hand. Rejuice !

Joy tiherefore mot our own: mot selfish,
springing from personal muiires or achieve-
menits ; but in captivities, straitemings, afflie-
tions, sorrows, sumysersses, delays, postpone-
monts, andl seeming present defeats, JoX, that
springss wp in owr spirit from the Eternal
Heenrt, because our [life is in that stream of
the Love of M Puppose, which the Orsss has
already accomyilisiret in the unseen, and which
the Spirit is working towards in the saints in all
the world.

As we seek to co-operafe wiith #iim im the
buildig-up of the Mouse may it be said of us,
“The Lord made them joyful to strengthen
their hands for the work.”

* Redjoice, and again [ say unito you, [Rejoice.”

Yous in this hidden Life,
T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
T. MapoT-JEFFREYS.
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THE MINISTRY AND
FELLOWSHIP
PREPARATMIONS :—

This issue is being sent out amiid tlie pressure
«f preparing the *' bowe,” wet thom is no
cumbering with much serving, for the “ needful
tiling " has the larger place in our hearts.

For wec arc made, conscious, and increasingly
so. that these activities in making the Centre
ready for its guests and service, most practical
ministries, are as nothing compared with those
mighty energies of the Spirit which the Lord
would release in our midst, so that we may co-
operate with Him as the “'duy of e Christt”
the more nearly appreaniless, in the Divine Pur-
pose of gatherimg-together and up-building His
Bedy, the ehureh, inte its heavenly Life and
seFviee. And this, of eeuise, with all saints.

Is not this the “‘thouse” that the Son is
seeking to build, and we with Him ? And we
have ever to watch also lest the matters of the
Lord’s House become our “‘owm tliigs *’ and
are thus no longer the “‘ tlimgs of tthe Christ.”
By which we mean we must cease from our own
works, however well intentioned, refusing self-
possessioms of all kinds even in work amd
ministry, all service not divinely ordained amnd
commissioned, and dwell and serve only under
the Anmaimting.

Nevertheless there are these immediate
burdems and necessities, and only these of us
who have been privileged of the Lord to know
the spiritual history of this time of preparation,
could credit the peculiar and insistent attempts
of the ' ememy " to areast the of the
Lord’s work. But such are the times when
the secrets of hearts arc revealed. Well, it is a
great and effectuwal door, and we need not
wonder that there are many adversaries.
Please God, the “‘Fhouse ™ shalll he meady in
that hour of the Lord, and Hiiz Name gloriously
written upom it. And this is true of the Great
House of God as it is for these temporal houses
of service.

As for the latter, we arc still standing for
Easter, and while the conditions may not be
those of perfect comfort, we are expecting all
who shall be earnestly seeking the Lord's face
with us at that time to endwure a little lrardness
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.

OUR FINANOIML STEWARDSHIP:—

The Lord has mimnistered liberally through
some of Hiis stewards toward tlie equipmeni. of
the Centre, and thus contimmses to reveal His
good pleasure in the work. During the past

month wc have received a further anonymous
gift of £2(© towards the furnishing of the
Huostel. The way in which these gifts have
been entrusted makes it difficult to publish am
ordinary statement of accoumts. Yet we feel
it is necessary that there should be some kind
of regular publication of meneys received amd
spent, and we propese issuing therefore a
quarterly statement, and our first shall be
published in the Mayp WinyEss AND TESTDIONY.
The Lord's gracious seal thws far upon this
testimony gives us every confidemee that all
the needs yet to be met will be supplied.

The report of the ** Fellowshiip *’ accoumts for
the past year, 1926, duly audited, has now been
circulated among our local memhers. But as this
concerns for the most part a period in which'we
were still involved in denomimatiional] assoniations
by reason of the buildings we then accupied,
we do not feel it calls for publication here.

We render grateful thanks to God for all His
sustaining grace, and for the spirit of willing .
sacrifice in His 8 hearts, so manifested
in the figures of this report. Ewen firimncial
figurss can glorify God, and He Who saw the
gifts that were placed in the * Tireasury ™ in
that temple of long ago still scans the secret
giving of these who love much because they
have been forgiven much.

But we are now concerned with the steward-
ship that devolves upom us by reason of this
increased mimistry with its increased and in-
creasing obligations. And we solicit the prayers
of all our wider fellowship in the world that He
ghall “ erder His house " in this madter.

The Guest Fund, which is now necessary for
the “ Guest House,” as well as for the monthly
conferences ha® already received the seal of the
Lord upom it in some measure.

Unless friends desire to send their offerings
for this work of God to or through either of
the pastors, Mr. G. Paterson is the one to whom
they should be sent, addressed to him at the
“ Centre.”

THE DESIGNATION OR TITLE (Of the “Fellowship.”)

In our last issue we had to correct the
printed address over the “*WMinisters’ letter,"”
apparently copied from an old number isswed
from our former premiises when wc called
ourseived * Homor Oak Free Church.” 1t was
because of our stand as against all denomina-
tional association as a * firee aswembly of the
Lord’s people " that we were led to abandon
those premises to their denomimatiiorm] trustees.

But upon our coming out we were led, we
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believe, by the wisdom of Ged, to take to our-
gelves the present designation, * The Honor
Oak Christian Fellowship Centre,” because such
a title saves us from the implication of startimg
a now sect or body. At least it should do so.
But we find that there are not wanting mis-
understanditgs, and these among the Lord’s
people, as to what we stand for. This was made
perfectly clear in the Oetober nuniisor of last year.

In our enlarged issue we shall have space
to refer more particularly to the specific
emphasis of our testimony, * The Testimony of
desus.” We would simply declare here that we
stand for the full message of the Cross, and the
resultant free fellowship in the Spirit of all
memthars of the One Body of the Christ.

Thus not for pedantry but for principle we
desire that our correct designatiom should be em-
phasised, * THE HONOR OAK CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CENTR®E " to all the
children of God through Jesus, the Christ.

THE EASTER CONFERENCE

W= believe the Lord punposes to make this
time of gathering together unto Himself eme
of very special and vital significance even umto
the ends of the earth.

We are looking to the Lord, as Head of the
Church, to call by Hiis Spirit such as shall thus
be gathered. We do little more than make
the matter known, and continue in prayer that
there shall be the Lord’s ordering. This is not
our province, and we keep much before Him
that, in aecord with the Conferenve theme, all
things shall be according to the pattern in the
heavenlrs. His it is to unfold, and to take the
initiative : eurs 6 be obedient unto the hezvenly
vislen and direetion. '

There will be three sessions daily with times for
open conference and personal ministries between.

It would seem as if the Lord is leading us to
devote the morning and afternoon sessions to
consecutive mimnistry along definite lines, amd
that these will be taken by Mr. Sparks and Mr.
Jeffreys respectively, while the evening sessions
may be held for general mimistry as the Lord
indicates Hiis instruments. But we are ready
to go from hour to hour as led by the Holy
Spirit, and consequently do not puhlish a set
order in adwamnze.

We trust that the inaugural gathering on the
Thursday evening will be one of great joy and
praise,, and would ask our friends te prepare
themselwes to regard it as having a place of

very definite importance, and thus te enter inte |

the mind of the Lord for the Conference.

| As the new Conferemce Hall is not yet erected
we expect to hold the main meetings in a large
manguese.

It is also possibie that the “CGuest House™ will
not be fully completed in its alterations smd
adaptafiiors. This will mean that the friends
who join us must seek grace to accept the best
arrangemenits that can be made, though we
trust this will not mean any serious diseomfort
or iincomvenience.

If friends who are coming from a distance
will advise us as to the approximate time of

Ntheir arrival at any of the local points or ter-

mini (especially such as have luggage) we will

try and have them met and conveyed to the

Centre. Do not forget that if you arc in amy

difficulties our Telephone No. is Sydenham 5216.
A syllabus with plan of the locality and

directions for reaching the Centre will be semt

upon spplication.

HOLIDAY CONFERENGE CENTRE

W are being strongly exercised comceming
the need of such a ministry for the children of
God as would result from our establishing a
Centre for Conferemues during the spring to
autumm momths, from April to October.

These Conferences would probably be mid-
monthly, alternating with the regular week-end
Conferenves at Honor Oak, which are fiked
by the first Sunday in each month.

If this be a vision of God it will materialise.
Meanwhile we ask our readers to
with us in prayer that the locality may be
Divimely chosen, and that His will may be
realised in the means to provide the egnipment.

This brings us to say a further word upon The
| finraneial ministry of the “ffellowship;’® and our
own responsibility before the Lord. We are
made the more conscious of this responsibilty
beeause nearly all the means already previded
for the building ef the Conference Hall and the
equipment of the " Guest Howse ” have been
eAtrusted te ouf perrenal stewardship and
diseretien. We venture therefere te acswre
ihore whe share this “ Testimeny ” with us
that we are giving euiselves very fully te waiting
ipon the Lerd for Him revelation to ceme
through as te the praetieal avenues whereby
Hix puijnsies at this time shall be aehieved «
through these resourees. e

P—

[

These lie in many directions, and there are \

\many needs. Our friends who are thus led to §

j shave our ministry by placing at- our disposal -

k

any resources, can do 8o with the contidence that?
(Comisuwaed orN\Ipege4a)p).
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A WITNESS AND A TESTINONY 4

THE HOUSE, THE NAME AND
THE GLORY

Nwtos of am Mddiesss givenn by Nbr. Stpadcs af the
Dirgembber Coorflerence.

i
1

!

naturally as we have mentioned these passages
pitdked 'wp the link of association of three
things—
TiE Hovse—Tie NAME—THE GLORY.
“The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up,*

St. John xvii. L.—*(@lesiffy thny Som, thett thee | said The One Who was to build a more glerious

Son may glorify thee.”

1]
1

house than that of Solomon, a more wonderfal

St. John xvii. 24.—" That they may behold my . temple than that which almost stunned the
glory, which thou hast given me : for thou | Queen of Sheba with its amazing heauty,

lovedst me before the foundatiom of the
. wonldi’*
St. John xvii. 10.—* All things that are mine
are thine, and thine are mine: and I am
glorified in them.”

There came therefore a voice out of hesven,
saying, I have both glorified it, and will
glorify it aggim.’

St. dohn ii. 17.—* The zeal of thine house hath
eaten me up.™

St. Matthew i. 1.—** Jesus Christ, the son of
Pavid.”

I Chromicles xvii. 1L, 12, 13.—* 1 will set up
thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy
sons ; and 1 will establish his kingdom.

* He shall build me an howse, and 1
will establish his throne for ever.

|
!

-

Christ “ass a Som over Hiis own heuse, whese
house are we, if we hold fast the confession of
our faith,” amd over that house, which is mere
familiarlly known to us as the Church whieh i

by 5 , | His Bodv. is His Name : and the Name is the
St. John xii.. 28.—* Father, glorify thy name. | gbject of the glomy—*" Father glorify Thy

“T will be his father, and he shall be

ray son: and 1 will not take my mercy

away from him. as 1 took it from him that
was before thee.”

Hebrews i. 5.—* For unto which of the @ngels
said he at any time, Thou art my Son,

this day have 1 begotten thee ? and mgsin,

I will be to him a Father, and he shall be
tome a Son ?

SoLomoN became a type of Christ, building
the house and having a throme. Remember

always that the house and the throne are com-

bined in Christ. The, spiritual temple or
church, and the sovereignty of the Christ
throned and eternal—tisse two things slways
go together. Now you have heard read
already this evening that portion from the
11 Chromidles vi. where Solomeon has built his
Temple and dedicated it- to the Lord and in his
prayer he asks that (the Lord had said His
name should be there) whemever prayer was
directed toward that Houme and any mam in
any part of the earth looked thither with eyes
of longing and spiritual hunger because the
name of the Lord was there such a man should
realise the Lord’s loving-kinthess and experi-
ence the Lord’s power and deliveramee. You
will have, without my peinting it eut, quite

~ ARd dFiviRg

»

1

e v

Name." These things you may more fully
conneet, but we take up the inclusive suggestion
of them in this word this evening that from
etermitty to etermitty the object and basis of
Ged's glery is Hiis Nanre. And that glory,
beeause of the Namm, i8 to be revealed amd
matiffeated in the House upon which the Name
rests. You notiee our ayllabus :—

THE GLORY BEFORE TIMES ETERNAL ;
THE GLORY INSCARSNATE ;

few put these twe thimgs tegether—=" The zesl
ef Thy House hath eaten me up.” Isn't it
remarkable that immrdaiely asseclated with,
that praver “ ElRrify.” thak Gelaration=" The
zeal 8f THy Houe hath eaten me up,” fhe
PlahinGhs SAV—@GIM%e U8 & sSign; shHew us
?8% crédentials; what {8 yeur autherif
16f dgipg {Ris—Wsipg these knetied cor
gut of the tempir them ¢ha¢
BoHght 4R s61d 7 Give U & sign 6f autherity
for dBiRG this: That was asked oA the ground
of this savifig—" The zéal of Thine House Hath
Egﬂiﬂ mg; Hﬁa gRsWer was;,  Pratrey
thiS teMpIe ARA iR thres daxs T will Faise it up;
thie &mid He concerning His Body.” The
vindication of the sovereignty of Christ is in
the Resurrection Body. in the triumph over
death in the Body of the Resurrection, and
when you get on to resurrectiom ground amd
talk abowt the Bedy you always rnumember
that, so far as this world is eencerned for

present. pumnonrss, and beyend that ef eeurse,
but immedindely for present pwinanes, th'a
Composed of a

Bedy in a eerporate B@Q%- _
whe have been united with €hnigt in resurree-
tion life: ~ You have no need that 1 remind you
ef 1 Corinthians x. 11 :

~ Firstly, in %. 16=""Fhe_lgaf which 0%8 Te
it it not the esmmuninp of the Bty ot Christ:
weing that we are one loak, ene Body.- Fhere

) &
. e T W

e ey g T



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 5 - Searchable

42 A WITINESS AND A TESTIMONY

18 the loaf which represents inclusively the
Ehrist and Hiis menders as one loaf.

Xil. 24—" This is my body, broken for you."

Now here you have this fact that He imme-
diately refers to His Resurrection Body cor-
porately as the vindication of His activities
and the establishment of His sovereigmty.
BDestroy this Sanctuary, this place of divine
abogde, in three days I will raise it up. That
1§ my sign, and that is my vindication, the
Resurrection Sanctwary, the Body of Christ.

od Vindicates Him, justifies Him, and upon
that Bedy His Name rests. As the Lord's
pame symbeolically rested upon the temple of
Solomen, so the Name in reality rests upon
this Resurrection Body, and the Name is the
basis of the Diwime Glory. * Glorify Thy
Name."

Now if we had time and were so disposed
we could go through the Word and trace the
phrase—" The Name of the Lord ” or “ My
Name,” or “ My Holy Nane,” and you will
find a vast amount of light thrown upon this,
that the one thing over which God is jealous is
His Nanre, and the upholding of His Name is
that upon which He displays His Glory.

Now all that is basic. I think it is per-
fectly clear, but it carries us back to the begin-
ning of thimgs which had their begimning,
before times eternal. Let us rememiwer, that
the name does not necessarily represent a
human title. It is that intrinsic valwe which
is enshrined within -the Name of the Lord.
Lord. 1t is what the Name represents. Wey-
mouth gives us such a splendid translation
which helps us out here when he is translating
about the Name that is abowe every Name, he
translates it * Title of sovereignty abowe every
title of sovereignty,” and for punpmoses of defini-
tion I would make a further improvement and
sgy—"Tir title to sovereignty abowe every
title to sovereignty ™ beeause that is where you
begiﬁ You find that it was the title to supreme
and all-inclusive and undivided sovereignty in
the Uniorse whieh was assailed. It was
assailed in heaven. The equality of the Son
with the Father in the title to sovereignty was
—an we have so often said—<imllhnynstl and
assailed by one who sought to have that self-
same equality—to be equal with Gatl*—end
thus to get in and divide and occupy a place to
which he was not entitled, and to take that name
for himself unlawfully, ever to be worshipped
as God. His last all-inclusive effort will be
sought in the Temple of God being worshipped
as God in the Amifi-Chirisit. When I say the

* all-incdlusives!” I mean that he will sum wp
every form throughout the ages of his attempt
to get that possession. BEwery form in which
he has come through the ages at different times,
in different places, to take the place of God in
the race and to capture the race for himself.
In the gods of the Egypiians you have the
thing back -of a system with all its parapher-
nalia. Im Canaanitish woership you have a
system of demonsilagy, the worship of demons
and the initiate right of passing thr the
fire. This aspirant for the position of the Sen
of God has seught to eaptwre the race, and in the
Anti-Christ you will find that all these metheds
are summed up, in spiritiem, and demen wor-
ship, veiled, covered and gloritied as far as he ean
clothe it with all kingds of thimgs which will
capture the imagination and the soul of man,
and he will be worshipped as God. Against
the Name of the Lord has this thing been
orgamised and projected and asserted. The
title to sovereignty on the part of the Som is
what the Name represents, and it is for the
hallowing of that Name that the Som has come
out from the bosom of the Father, and entered
upon this tremendous work in and through His
Cross, and gained by inheritamce a more ex-
eellent nhame than angel and archamgel, and that
Name being the symbol of his rightful au-
thority and sovereignty in the umiverse, in the
heavens and in the earth, is the thing which God
desires to glorify, and the devil desires to slender.

Now you umderstamdl, perhags, if you look
at it in this light, why it is that every diabolical
trap and snare and"resource is instituted and
thrust forward against those who bear the Name
of the Lord, for we, beloved, have to meet what
no one eilse has to meet in these efforts of the
Adwersary simply because the Name is upon us,
to slander and dis-hallow that Name in us and
through us. In as much as the Lord has
determined that His Nanre shall rest upon a
spiritual howse, a temple not made with hands,
and that that Name shall be the thing whieh
he will make glorious in and through and by
that House, 80, in the same degree and measure,
the Adwersary has determimed if he can by &ny
means to dishonowr that Name as it is upon us
as we hold it, and every time he gets an
advantage where we are concerned, he is able
to that degmee to dishallow the Nama:, and
therefore to rob Ged of Hiis Glory. So then,
the Glory of God is wrapped up with the
hallowing of the Name:. 'The object of the Lord
is to get a people for Hiis Name, and such as are |
consumul with the zeal of Hiis House, and who at
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Mie¢* same time will go forth as of that House
for the sake of the Niame.”

Im those early days the Lord always glorified
the Name as it was used eorporately against
the attempits of the adwersary to assume the
sovercignty and chalknye: the Divime authority.
Wimrexer those men went upon whom the Name
rested the enemy oppesed] and Geod vindicated
the Nanre. Im their aet of witmess and testi-
momy to their identification with Christ the
Name of the Lord was called upom them.
James says ** They continually blaspheme that
Holy Name which was ecalled upom youw.”
The Name is not merely a label, it is a title or
entitlement, and ultimately uhinersal esnfessien
shall be made of that right te reign.

New then the Lord says, in order that it
might not be slandered. that there might be
no ground for it to be dishallowed, **let everyone
that namcth the Name of the Lord depart from
iniquity * ; for immediitelly you take that Name
and iniquity is found in you the Name is dis-
hallowed and dishonomred and the glory is
arrested, because there is ground there wpon
which the enemy can operate to destroy the
works of the Lord. I can see in all this an
explanation of the enemy® assaults upom the
Body of Christ and memieers in particular.
As one has often said to you, it is not simply
because of your individual importance or my
individual importance. We dont count for
anything in ourselves, but it is because of that
Holy Name which has been called upon us that
we become as out from Eternity the object of
the enemyss interest and mallice. Before times
Eternal, but started on a much higher plane
than ourselves, tham the human race, he started
upom the Son of God Hiimeellf who bore the name.
the title of sovereignty equal with God. And
this, beloved, on the other hand, is the motive
for our standing fast amd refusing, ne matter
what the cost is, to yield to the pressure of the
enerny and to go down. WAk eannot, bheeause
of the Namm, fail Hiin. We eanmot Yyield
because that Name is upon us. We eannot dis-
hallow that Name by giving way to the @iemy
under luR pressure. 'The motive is the Name,
for the sake of the Name we must stand iast.
But then this further thing is that God's glory
18 going to be manidest where Hiis Name is, anil
that glory of course is the more enhanamed] by the
Intensity of the adversary's assaulls upom us if
we stand in the power of that Namw. Christ,
a8 we know was the eentre of agsavit and attack.
All hell raged upon Him beecause of Who He was
and what He was, but in the presemee of Hell's
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mest vieious assault as He came immediately
under the shade of Gethsemane amdl the Cross
He sald—* The hour is come. Fatier, glori
Thy Name.” and the Father responded—*'
have andl 1 dyrl™

Beloved, believe this, that the hour of the
fiereesit and most awful assault om the Name
may be the hour when the Name is the most
glorified. Whem you feel that all hell has
epeted up to swallow you, then the Lord is to
be most glorifled. Wa have found it like that
in the hour of direst and deepest angwish by
reason of the pressire, we have apyrakd for the
hemowr of that Nafife, and the Lord has come
ih and has been glerified in that hour—in that
howr i=\When the Cress Wwas being shared in its
ﬂ‘é@?ﬁi‘ Pﬂ%’h‘ﬁ%, He has eeme A and been
glerilied in what He has d6ne:

The Lord is very jealoms for Hiis Name, the
hallowing of His Name, and He has smid~—
“W¥ileem ye pray,” do not say this prayer,
“hut pray after this mammer,”” according to these
Etermal laws—"“FRatleor. Thy Name be hal-
lowed.” That is the quest, that is the fight
of prayer, that is the issue on the battiefield of
prayer, the hallowing of the Name in a realm
where the Adwersary is seeking to dishallow it,
and believe me, Beloved, we are called into the.
fight and into the fire, into the conflict,
into the wvery blood of Christ, and the
anguiish of Christ in the behalf of the Name.
We are in this thing for the sake of the Name,
we are being baptimed into the homowr of the
Nanme. The honouring of the Name in this
age is a terrific business, you kmow it. You
recognise that this is registered in your own life,
you know that in a hundred ways every day the
Name could he easily dishallowed. Oh! the
traps—we could never memtion them all. We
eould not catallegure the traps that the Devil
sets for the peopk of God. H he ean only get an
unholy allianee, some little fleshly link, seme
moving eut frem ourselves in the resewiees of
the llesh, semething he eam make us say of do
in any May whatewer, if only he eam get at that
Name which we bear, so that that Name is
dishallowed and disihomoured.

Now this then is the cry for the hallowing
of the Name by the hallowing of ourselves who
bear the Namx, the consecration of our lives
in the interests of that Name that God
may be glorified where Hiis Name is honoured.
Life ham got to be adjusted by the grace
of Godl through the Cross to the hallowing
cf that Name—the cutting off of the fivsh—
and yon appear in His presemee because of Hiis
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Name that is amengst you. Be sanctificad!)
Sanctify yourselves, and there is only one means
of sanetitication, and that is the cross.

The cross is the means of sanctilication, wnd
therefore the means of the hallowing of the
.Name and therefore the means of the glorifying
of Godl in Christ, ‘this then is the emphasis
upon the necessity ui the Cross being wcoepted
and planted deep in our lives to the cutting off
of all that upom which the enemy can to the
slightest degree achieve the ends which he had
in view from eternity to take the glory from
the Som of God. Tne cross must cut off all
flesh. So the Lord is glorified in us, but there
is the other side, more positive and practical in
the outworking that the Lord might be glorified
through us, by our moving out as in Hinaslf by
the Spirit for the sake of the Namr. This is
one's contidence and one‘s hope. What i8 our
assuramse that, as we go forth, something will
happen, something will be d@m something will
be accomplizhed ¢ What assurainee have we
that when we move out there must be an issue N\
Weil. we have no assurainse in ouiselves. It is
not the value either of our praying in itself, ner
of eur preaehing in itself, nor 6f all eur lebeiirs
in thenfeides. It is Aething that we eah de i
any way whatever that eah pive us an &ssuf-
anee of any effectiveness; but it is if ThE NaNE :
That is 4 seund Sﬂ%g'h Basis: That is 4 thin
whieh i8 reeeghised iA heaven, earth and hell,
i the things above and uidRr the earth. We
Rave eften gueted that pﬁ%§ﬁ§8 very usefully,
always eomihg iA and h@? U8, CONCEMiNg
m% A@ib%f:!l% meeting that situation in the Name;

eiféctively mesting if, but semesne §1§E
&ams aleng and teek it 1A & §8&8ﬂ8%’iﬂ1 W
i the Name 8f Jesus WBB% %
ARt the issue WAz very différe
N%tead of SHccess, utter fﬁile‘S ang %%E% GH&H
f&mwum& Bt 18 MOV b iR
e, B%E H§ Hﬁiﬂ l {1l & 3econdnAKl WAy,

m oD m% %Ss% a gt m%\( 1?1 8

%x ur l?) 1) ge'czaxlﬁs(, e st. n

M§§%fhl E&

§°1‘§.r ’%ﬂY“a? aé’&fne
5 c}if i@ 'é‘é 8‘ %

%tujén h(l 0% 3‘ é 0 u c

T
Ef R mf N tt:;‘
m@a¥§ 'uww@f
ead 1¢ )ll‘l 1‘3 our nsaumnu
Beloved, you take the Namm of Jesus, every-
one of you, and you see that it is a tmamendous
thing to bear the Nanmw, to take the Namee. - 1t
links you up with a thing of infinite significance
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and importance which begam before the world
was. It links you up with the battle of the
ages, and it links you up with the glory of
eternity when he shall come to be glorified in His
saints, that is Hiis church, where His Name is.
Wa ane linked with this eternal thing, to the
glory of Gedl associated with the Name which is
to be established through the " Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world, " and we, in time,
joined to Him in His eross. Even so shall the
glory of Cod be revealed, and in a thousand ways
the glory of the Lord may be revealed every
day. 1 am not sure that the Lord is amxious
to give a demonstrational display of His gl@ry
to mortals—" to cast Hiis peanls before swine,*
but there is a realm in which the glory of the
Lord has a signification which tramscemds that
of this world by dimengions infinite. Ol
amonyst principalities and powers the glory of
the Lord means something, it is not an empty
show. It is the establishment of His infinite
title to sovereignty and the manidestation of the
power of that sovereignty. We are in an
enormauss thing, and so your daily triumphs, by
grace, go a long way beyond the local situation, a
long way beyond our own gratificatiom that we
have not failed, they have registered something to
the glory of God in a umiverse, the height and
breadth and depth of which you have never
imagited. The glory of God is mamifested by
every vietory won, by every standing steadfast,
by every refusing to give up ; the Name is saved
from dishonowr, and the Lord Hiimseilf, the
Christ of God who bears that Name is vin-
dicated before amgels and before diEmons.
There are elements of mystery about it, why it
sheuld be neeessary, but there it is. It is the
frevelation ef the Word that it is so, 80 our union
with Him is a union with His Name in order
that He might be glorified, and because He has
galled us undler Hiis Name te meet with Him
this ehaliRagre with all its fury, its vehemenee,
its PORNHESKIfSD, and we feel alse the impact
Bf that eha and the hatred te that Name.
i%ﬁu g that if we suifer with Him
W%§ all %h &BHﬁk@d’ together With Him, and if
256 GROSER DRMAFE the foundabion ef the
W?& m HiM, I I8 tRUE, a8 the Wouidl says, that
We YA Ghoss 5‘. inte His eiernal glory=We shall
gﬂ% i the ; Bxporience the plery; knew the
g oY, JuRt a8 ﬂ \ We for the sake ef the Name
Relife” Rarcshipy. ﬁﬁi@ﬂl steadfast, that that
Name max be delivered out of the hands of His
EREMIRS ANd vindicated as the title to all sove:
£e gﬂw aboNR: every title of severeignty in this age
il that whieh is to eeme, T. A-8

- 1
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(Comitiosded ffrow: pamee 40).
we have no personal ends to serve, no @nbitious
schemes or plams, as of this earth. to realise.
Our one burdem before Godl is that the Testi-
mony of Jesus -shall be truly estblished,
and that the Church, which is Hiis Body, shall
he edified and fitted for its mimistry in the
heavenss. and thus upon the earth.

The spiritual needs of our time are very
great, and the Lord seems to have set. before
us & door opem to mach service for His children
in all the world. W are deeply concerned,
therefore, that every penmy shall be turmed to
account in direct and sanctified usage to His
ends. T. A-S.

T M. d.

?
THE ALMIGHTINESS OF
THE RISEN LORD IN HIS
ki*CHURCH ON EAWIH™
(Clovihiseded .)

Notes bamed wpon am aildeess giwen afl the Cenire,
Surrdpny waringmg, Febwagry 2Wh, 1927,

“Hor where two or three are gathered
together in My Name, there am [ in the midst
of them,"—M\Edttleew xwifii. 20.

ThE Church of the living God. however, is a
very different thing to such chuntlins as we have
mentioned. They represent earthly ceneep:
tions and ereatioms, the fruit of the earnal mind.
The Chuieh which is the Body of Christ is a
Heavenly Fact, fealized here on earth wnder
eertain é@ﬁamm and thRee are laid dewn iR
the words we are eensidering.

Firstly, it is obvious that the persens
8o pathered - together are not ordinary
peisons. They are gatlrmedl-togetiRr uAte
a Nanr, the Name Josus. But this Name
indicates at the outset §alvaueﬁ-aa €6A:
dition of salvation op their part. * Thed
ahalt eall ¥ Name Jsus for HR ahall save HiR
pee, » from their sitig.” n iz the Name of Gad

Y'E%'b and the iR ealled tegeiher ars
H'l% people. They haeR Deeeme Fim PORSESSIGN: |
Ih & peewliar and espeeinl sense they are His:
He is pet ashamed te eall them ° Brethren.”
They form a brotherheed With !ﬂ'x% THS
devird PBHB%%H@% e UI'\':% i8; B? SQHYFE
i%f
Peen saved fFom SR thiowgh TR Eros %
tanted their death, thel afumuai

@ﬁll@-a - Bratherheod 8 m&a E‘s%
6 IB
They, having Dedh' eenvieted of the M{‘%ﬁﬂ

“ Brotherhesd of m?« eh Hétt’ T %%%

thing called sin, that mystery of iniquity in the
human heart that inwobes all men in the satapie
system, have gladly acceptaul Hiis salvation. Erom
their wrung hearts hass issued a ery that has
brougiitt. to them salvation. Amd mow. tthey belong
utterly to God. They are redeemed], andl the price
of their redemptiion, to their own praisingtheant-
kmumkdize (not: headkknowbetdgd ) is the: outpoured
soul of Ihnammite Godl in the Blood of Jesus,
So the Name for tirae has its full content, both
as to depth and height. e it is that descended
into the lowest parts of the earth: Mz love
teok Hiim down into the nethermut regions of
evil | PR deseendrd into Fhedes. But Fre it is
aRe Wb M aseehdRd, as very Miuh as well as
YRRy G, FaF ahw all heavens that HRe might
BIMTall thigs, and Decome Yhe Mhess of all
I8 FoVRRohn, TS bW OF Ume

i %&%.3"‘%?’%?’% : %%? k=
3h éﬁﬂ% 8 %E.“ r

=t
=

counsef ‘Tie é)a}lsttl)( re)(rﬂ
I..e 9 neas i e WRa eaigl. i’reenllw
i Tl Wl o *ﬁa%ra i {r*’e%‘ar

% Chidstendain sengrflly. nyl e

b orh ’Eﬁﬁ‘ft oL A IR jthet *'
A T et soies (o Gl adﬁgﬁ
S r%veg 2yC dgeen
%a 3 »Egn e

Vi

W %y o AULH bt
\( ous \\O Ol‘ ree, ere ore, 1n ever 0&88

Secondly, we mote that they are gathmered-
together not only wpon a specific basiis but in a
specific mameer. They have been called by a
Voiice, converd by ah Awlmity Frere we eome
to the essenee of the word ** ehureh.” We eahs
not do better thah quuse Mieheh as t the
nRYHE of this wWell-knewh weord. Prebably
we already Khow it; but it Will bR revisien.
A ehureh, theh, of assembly (eee " ais
the lawful assertlly in & fee Grak eity of all
e of the rights of eitizenship
for the transaction of pulllic affairs.” This is

very full and lieit. Mt iz evident they are
simpnoedd, ealled ; but it is alw appuenit that
only eertain m’vﬂeged pRi%I are ealled,
nanrlly,  tow 1 of the rights of
eltizenship.” Amnd se it i8 we have seeh with
the chwieh of God. Nuire but tie Bhwi-
bought, Sqiirit-tilled, uie converrd,—tbhese whose
citizenship is in heaven, winsg life is hid with
Christ in God. There is, as it were, an outer
andl nm inter call. Many Wouldl hear the voice



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 5 - Searchable

46 A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

of the herald, but only .those whose hearts re-
#ponded to the challenge of citizenship, the
priviloge and obligation of belonging to the
state or kingdom, could accept the invitation ;
and further, be free to obey the call.

This obedience to the call must be empha-
sised equally with the right to hear and to
accept the call, for the ultimate ecclesia or
assembly would be made up of those who had
uheyed, These have made their calling and
tlection to citizenship sure. :

And the word of God emphasises the especial
character of this calling, its specific realisation
in the nature of the company of people thus
found together. TFor example, in Exodus and in
all references to the ** church in the wilderness
(u type of the church of Christ in its pilgrimage
hiere on earth), vou have a distinetion drawn
between the " assembly ” and the ‘- congrega-
tion.”” When Israel obeys the call of the
silver trumpets of redemption and assembles
at the entrance of the tent of meeting (God’s
appointed meeting-place, via the way of the
Altar and the Blood, end the Laver) the con-
" gregation becomes an assembly. This dis-
tinction first appears in Exodus xii. 6, and may
be traced in Newberry’s Bible throughout the
remaining *° Books of Moses.” But here it is
in Exodus xii. 6; ' The whole assembly of the
congregation of Lsrael.”

The congregation of Israel had a right to
gather, the right of redemption secured in the
blood of the Passover lamb, but only as they
heard the Voice and obeyed it in the blood-
appointed way and according to the Pattern
of the House did they become an assembly, a
church, an ecclesia.

Is not this significant ¥ ** Not all Tsrael are
of 1srael : many are called, but few are chosen :
a temnant shall be saved: Little flock!"”
The Spirit stresses the especial character of
this calling.”” How shall we escape if we
neglect, merely neglect, the so-great salvation.
This is & soleinn emphasis.
that the ** church ” I8 a convocalion rather than
u congregution, that js, it is not the mere assem-
bling of a company upon the basis of even
an orthodox faith held in common, but such as
are convened by a living Voice which they have
heard and obeyed. Swurely this is so. ** My
sheep hear My Voice, and they follow Me.”
Only so can He, the Shepherd, fold them,
gniher them unto Himeelf, shut them in with
Himwelf, that they may be with Him, He in
the midat.  This, and much more, is truc of the
church which is His very Body.

Augustine suggests

This ** gathering-together,” beloved, is very
important. You come together as those who are
spiritual, beavenly, citizens of the Kingdom

_of God by blood-bought right and by new birth,

for none are Christ’s save those indwelt by the
Spirit of the Christ. The Holy Spirit Himself,
as within you, is the ground and witness of your
call, and this always answering to the Blood.
But even so you must be ** gathered-together.”
You asscinble not as men, but as those who are
now joined to the Lord, Onc Spirit.  You presy
through the Vail of His flesh, of which you are
members, into the very Presence of God, having
boldness to do so, because of the Blood with
which He sprinkles you. And so each indi.
vidual saint appears before God in Sion. This
is our individual ‘- religious service > when we
come together. We present our bodies as living
sacrifices, as temples of the Holy Spirit, and
worship God in the beauty of holiness, in the
Spirit and in the Truth of the Christ, He in
us, and we in Him.  But do you not see that
as we thus gather-together, it is into a Unity
of Life, His Life ? We are no longer single,
individual merely, though we retain the
integrity of our persons (one would be careful
not to suggest mere mystical absorption), but
are meeting as members of the Christ, and the
Holy Spirit recognises the Sonship, He descends
to dwell upon this unity of the Son’s Life in us,
and when only fwo such are so gathered-
together, the living God is Presenced, the great
“T Am ” comes down to function in His Church.

This is the vital principle underlying these
words. They unveil the Facr of the Body.
These are the two essential discernments of the
children of God, the Cross and the Body. By
the Cross we mcan all that is represented
in the death of the now living and exalted
Lord. We discern the Blood: it is the Blood
of His Cross. But we .1ust also discern
the Body. The true ccclesia of God must
pather around the Lord’s table. Paul had this
by revelation (1. Cor. xi. 23). But there they
** remember (and by the Holy Spirit) the Lord’s
death #ll 1le come.” And thus the whole pur-
pose and plan of Ged in this age is ever before
them.  The Crosy and the Consummation, the
Cross and the Church.  They discern the death,
but they also discern the manifestation of the
Life (in the Head, of course) but in the Body,
Thiz ik the cerucial fest of true discipleship of
the Lovd Jeruw, the discernment: and love of the
Brotherhood i 4he Christ 2 in other words, dis-
cernment. of the Body. Forgive us, beloved,
for comtinunlly reiterating {hose truths. We
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would not weary you. But it is the Spirit's
burden. There is 8o much udividualism among
the children of God to-day, indeed as always.
And the devil seeks hard to keep this truth of
the Body of Christ obscured, or he allows us to
hold it as & mere mystical abstraction. Whereas
the Holy Spirit has put it with the Cross in the
forefront of our ** Testimony.” It cannot very
well be otherwise, if we arc faithful to God and
to His word. And as we have said it is very
practical : for it is in the " House of God,” it is
in our service and fcllowship as redeemed
priests as well as sinners, that the truth of the
Cross is worked-out by the Holy Spirit ex-
perimenielly in us. The Body is not an
abstraction conceived of as ** in the heavenlies ”
only. It is here on earth as well in a fellowship
in thc Holy Spirit. 'We must not forsake the
assembling of ourselves together as the manner
of some is, and so much the more as we see the
Day approaching. It is so easy to push all these
things over the horizon into another world.
But the Lord has ordained that there should
always be a testimony here on earth to the
fact of His Cross, and to the fact of His Body,
till /e come. And we believe it is not only a
testimony to His Victory, but a mode of opera-
tion of His Victory unto His Purpose. And so
when He says, ‘* Lo, I am with you all the days

even unto the consummation of the age,” He

is speaking to His church. We know He is
with (being within) us as His children, in-
dividually ; but He is with us as the representa-
tives and members of His Body unto the con-
swnmation of the age. It is the consummation
of the age He is set upon. He has delivered
us ont of it, this present evil age; but He
desires to consummate it, to bring it to a head,
to end it. Well, the church through the Holy
Spirit is His instrument to bring this about, as
well as being the restraining {actor against the
precipitation of the rage of the anti-Christ.
Oh, how we have failed Him ; but He is with
us for this end, nevertheless,

Now, what is this gathering-together then,
but the gathering-together of the members of
the Body of Christ ? ~As such, and by the Holy
Ghost. Love, as we have seen is the basis of

-our {cllowship, conditional to functioning.
And the eves of the Lord try this narrowly.
It must be no make-believe. 1t must be the
very -love in our hearts wherewith our Lord
loved anid loves us. And so John says quite
b!untly, *If o man sy, I love (God, and hateth
his brother (Christian) he ir o liar ; for he that
loveth not his brother (Christian) whom he

hath seen, cannot love God Whom he hath not
seen,” which is as much as to say if vou do not
discern vour fellow.members of the Body you
do not discern the Christ at all. You are yet
in darkness, or are walking in darkness

This love of God in us then is basic and essen-
tial to our service, for our service is in the Spirit
of Holiness, the Spirit of Firz, Consuming Love,
the Love that burns in the Altar, the Cross.

How verv far removed is this from being
merely sentiment and good feeling ? It is the
practical dynamic of the Cross. It is the power .
of God. It is in the Blood. And if the Blood .
is calling us together we come not to indulge
merely in a closed social communion, but that
the Breath of that Eternal Love might sweep
through our spirits, and that we might be
gathered into the Heart of God. Then, then,
the Holy Spirit will use us as the expression of
the Divine Dazsire here on earth, and prayer
that is the mightiest instrument of God in
practical service will come through. :

But there must be the condition of the unity
of the Life. It is this principle of the cor-
porate unity of the whole Body of the Christ
that is being emphasised, and so true is this
** Oneness "’ of the Life of the Risen Lord in
His saints, that if but {wo so gather-together,
He, as God, is also in the midst.

Thirdly, let us note the unqualified character
of His Presence. It is His Presence. It is
additional to the presence of His children. He
is in them individually already by His Spirit.
But now when they so come together unto His
Name, He also is there. This is the nature and
manner of the Anointing, -

When the Christ of God was here on earth,
He came as conceived of the Holy Ghost, and
dwelt in our midst for thirty years a Life of
perfect grace; but when He eame forth
unto His great * Work,” the work of the
Cross, the putting away of sin, and the
destruction of the works of the devil, He was
AnointeD as ‘MAN"' for this purpose. The
Spirit of God came upon Him without measure,
and as MaN He was Gop manifest on earth.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Triunity of the
Gotlhead, was thus able to tabernacle in Him,
This is the great mystery of * Godliness * or
“ Godinness.”” But 8o it was, AND IS,

We know what He has achieved. He went
forward by reason of that Anointing to accom-
plish the work of the Father. Not the inci-
dental works of His words and miracles are
here thought of, but that stupendous work of
stripping off from Himself, as Man in our like-
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Ress, the wiole namge snddpowen of ftiteesataaicc
gystem, principalities andi powers, triumphing
ever them im IT, the Cross ; or in Hingaur, as
man im oun likemess, ‘We canmot enter into
these shadoms of Gethsemame, or penetrate
that deep darkness off the Cross when He
eried, “My God, My God, why et Thow
forsaken Me*’ except to receive the revelation
that He was made to be Sin forr us there and
thew. when He so cried out. Dothtdess it wess
as Blay He so suffered. But up to that moment
Wwhen He entered into that thick darkress He
went forward to accompilish that stupemdous
work off GoD. wder the Awitiatgng. It couldmot
be otherwise. The Cross is an Act of the Eternal
Spirit, the mightiest ever wrought in time and
space.

The Lord disappears into the miglitt of fdeatin.

But om the third day He is raised * from-
among “ the dead, andi ascends to the Father
the same day.. appearing and re-mppearing to
Hiis disciples during the space of forty days
that the piygieidal testimony to Hiis Resurrection
might be fully established as among men.

But when He fiially is * received-up " the
true character of this Resurrection is revealed.
It is the Resurrection of the AvomTED, but
now im the illimitable power and majesty of that
AvorsTmse. *“ In Himn dwelleth the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.™

But the evidemve off His Resurrection im thee
jiower off the Amointing is the gift of the Holy
Spirit, the Third Person im the Trinity.

the Throne that He may baptise Hiss Chureh
inte His Bedy, to beeeme incorperated inte
Himself. This is the further mystery of Gedli-
ness.” that these whe truly eeme to God threugh
the Cross under the eonvincement eoneerning sim,
and are bora-out-from that Heavenly Ome; are
also made One with Him in His Bedy. In
other words they c;‘ome u:inla% His }:&n%iming'
They become together wit. im, the CHRIST,
T Corinknians xu.. 12. “This s the~true and
safe -conception of the baptism im the Heoly.
Spirit. 1t is nott an experience for the * selff”
but an experience forr the Body. 1t is notta
baptism of “ the fiesh,”” butt a baptism of tthe
gpirit (regenerate) im the Spirit of the Christ
of Gedl. His Anointing rests upon the Body.
But upon the Bully, note. 1t is only as we srcc
meniisers of the Body that the Amointing so
rests. Psalm exxxiii. agaim suppllas tthe
spiritual picture of the Spirit who rests upom tthe
Head descending to the lowliest memtssrs of

He i
has received the Promise of the Father. flhe :
Hely Spirit is given to Him as the Gop-Maw in :

the Body, as they dwell together in UNiTY.

8o this functioning of the twos and threes,
or more, is none other tham the functioning of
the AwomTiNe, It is the power of the CHRIST
of God. The Kinw, Omnipatent, is now set in
Sion, the Heavenly Sion, the City of the Living
God. He became 80 in the hour of Hiis Resur-
rection into the pewer off. that Anointing.
“dead hath made that same Jesus....both
Lord andi CHrisT.” * Thou axtt My Sox, this
day (this resurrection’ dey) have I begotten
THEE,” Aetsii. 86, xiii. 33~ Itis on Hiis Throne,
as thus set, that it is also annoumesd, * Ask of
Me, andi I will give T= EE the nations for Thine
inheritance ; andl the uttermost parts of tthe
earth forr Tww possession.” Butt itt is tthe
* Church ¥ that is to ssk. It is by means of
the Amointing im the Throme descendimg in
power upom the menthers here om earth that
the authority of that Throne is tio e winndicstied! .
This is the wonder of ourr * calling " umder tthe
Anginting. The Holy Spirit, as we claim tthe
Blood of that Cross andl that Throne (For tthe
Bloed is im .the Throne: John beheld a
“ BueEDNG LAMB “"—a Lamb II:: it &ﬁbtaoi?m
newly-slain) gathers us together u e
Anointing, Bﬂgﬂ the power and authority of tles
CHNET is matiffested on earth,and before princi-
palities and powers, in the chuzth, the asseanbly.

Finally, the NawE. It is the Name of tthe
Kimg of Kimgs. Buttit is a Name only under-
stood of the Spirit. The name off desus is
familiar enough, butt the NaME unte which we
are gathered by the Holy Spirit represents all -
the Nature off that Person Who eo desceided
and is so:exalted. ; It is the NAME of Gop in
the MAN. .

. Anti we eome tegether to transme! nublic
afieirs. We meet in the KR®@'S business. We
are seitom carth to be His vindication and) Hiss
manthisse. His WILL is to function in ues,
and we arc to utter it g%th@ Holy Spirit in
prayer, praying IN the Holy Spirit. = What is
this butt the CumsT prayimgéf Tue*' 1 am?>
in the midst of His people. The kingdoms of
this world, the sovereignty of Satan, compelled
to bow down, to surrender their spoils, to thee
utterance of the Holy Spirit im the saints.
What a ministmy! What an *'acviesia’l
Citizerss of Heawem, of the Newv Jerusalem,
proclaiming and demanding the racr of Cal-
vary’s Victory to be made mariifest here on
earth to the gatthening-omt from every nation
of that “ Testimony " to His Severcign grace,:
the completed church of the Redeemer. 8o we:
labour wito the consummmndion of thits age. T, M. J,

Puinred iy Tire Athengming Wevek, 10 mid 15 Mo Hodidings, Ubishoery Lane, Lonilen, K.© 4.
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Kieetings for Spimtec! Edification, tie Preclavnatien of the Gospel, Prayer amid Eellowship.
Sundays: 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. MNondays: 7.3C p.m. Wednesdays: 8 p.m. Saturdays: 7 30 p.m.
Cotifevenmivi niv held iwery week-emd (Satinday amid Sunday). and also a longer week-end at the
MuSuming ot each month, tbis lixed by ik Ihxt Sunday. (Friday to Monday evenings,
Mchhisive,) All particulars may he obtainrdl from tl. Paterson. Hoiwinr Oak Christian Fellowship
Centre. Homur Oak Rixd\s.§1855: ;.

Ministers: T. Adaistim-Sjpaiess; T. Wadoc Jeffreys; ti. Paterson (General Secretary).
Guest {lour@ H{v#5hesses: Lay O2'%¢;: WMrs M, [hand. Telgghane: Sydenham 5246
Toldggeann,i ** Syar-Jeamion, Foresl, London.™ Cables : " Syadesmos, London
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MINISTIBERS’ LETTER
Honor Oak Christian Fellowship Centre.

May, 1927.
BriovEp oF oUR Lorb,

* Ye have need of pmiéenee, that after ye have
done the will of God, ye may receive the
promise.”

How many of us become weary and faint in ' pat

N\oroliterellyly* amraliditigeentopy’ "duning driadial/

the tests of our faith, not recognising their :
. the steadfastress of saints. W also have need

necessity and impont:!

The will of God, as revealed in the Cross, has
been accepted by us, and our integritty in this
consent to our own death is before Him. We
are conscious of nothing as against ourselves,
for we have come to Hiis Light, and dwell in I7;
and though the experience be a costiont
humiliation on the one hand, on the other the
Blood is speaking and cleansing, and we have
peace. Yet are we still hedged in, our path is
trouble-thronged and straitened. Thefe i8 ne
break inte serviee; fruitfulness, the epen ways
of blessing, the prosperity of His kingderm.
What is the meaning of it all %

Beloved, this is it. Now is the vindication
of God’s grace in us. He is able to say before
principalities and ers concerning us, “ Hast
thou considered My servant ?” He knows
the sacrifice is fully upon the altar. But will
that * love of God ¥ as now within us keep us
bound there ¥ Wiill Isaac, the son of promise,
consent to his own execution, 8o to speak
For this is the test of sonship, the trial of His
grace. The triumph of the Cross must first of
all be made manidest im us ere we can become
the public proclaimers of that triumph, Fear
not therefore because of present straitening.
The works of our salvation are all complete.
By one offernimg He hath perfected to perpetuity
them that are sanctified. We have free amd
blessed access into this continual grace whereim
we stand as in the Presemce of God in His Som,
but to the glory-praise of Hiis grace this thing
muist be tested, tried, proved

For this reason is it not added to the full

declaration of our salvation ? “ And not only so,
but we exult in the tribulations also, knowing
that tribulation worketh ppéience.”

1t is well -to correctly discern this word
“ patience.” 1t is not the * lomg-suffering *
we usually designate as that virtue. The New
Testament discriminates between these two
phases of Christ’s grace in us. Both words
occur, for example, in Colossians I. Ih. This

patience * is steadfast endurancs, fortitude,

It is the unconprerabdeness of faith.” Ye have
heard of the patiense of Job ? " But Job was’
net merely long-suffening. lndeed, one does
net always discern that virtue in his speeches.
But he had the fertitude of his faith ; he en-
dured and believed in Ged despite the eonfu-
sioms off his eincumstance and the contnadiictiions
to his former oxperience of God, and in this
iemee he said, * Though He<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>