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The Cross, the Church, and the. Kingdom

IV. The Kingdom of God

'WE have tried to impart to you something
of our strong feeling that we are at a very
critical point in the spiritval history of this
universe, Lo anyone who i1s observing the
movement of these times, very little argument
or evidence is needed to be brought to them
that the movement is a very ominous one. So
far as the work of God on this earth is con-
cerned, it i1s a very serious situation. In dif-
ferent forms, under different names, and in
varying degrees of intensity, the whole system
of evil—that which is opposed to God—is be-
coming greatly accentuated; and it 1s perfectly
«clear that the effort is greatly increasing to
press God out of this world. The place of
‘God, so far as these things are concerned,
to be lessened here; even in those countrles
which have been called Christian, paganism is
gaming the upper hand rapidly, and the men-
tion of God 1is greatly decreasing. That of
course we can see in other parts of the world
in very much more intensified forms. What
'was once an innate tendency, more or less pas-
sive, has now become positive and is increas-
ingly so. All this is a tremendous moving
together of the one kingdom behind all, to raise
the final issue—who 1s going to be the reigning
lord of this creation? I could follow that very
much more closely, raising many questions
such as that of religious liberty, the freedom
-of mankind, and so on. But you see the direc-
‘tion of things, and the evil activity, by what-
‘ever name it goes. The one upshot of it all is
‘this question of world dominion. ‘We can see

clearly that it is resolving itself, not into a
number of issues but into one lssue—whmh
kingdom 1s going to prevail? That is a more
pressing matter to-day than ever it was in the
history of this world.

All the Lord’s people on the earth to-day
stand related to that great issue. So far as
we are concerned, we are being brought by the
Lord to face it, and it 1s in that connection
that all that has been said and will yet be
said in these meditations has its significance.

The Kingdom of God God’s Domain

So we stand back from the details to try
and focus this thing; and we note that we are
set in no less a realm than that of the Divine
purpose 1n creation. What i1s that? We can
only speak of it in very broad terms. We say,
then, that it is all gathered up into ore phrase
—the kingdom of God. We are so familiar
with the phrase that I think we may have
failed really to grasp what it means., Well,
to begin with, the kingdom of God is God's
domain; and the domain of God expresses
Himself. It must be that. The principle run-
ning through the whole Bible is that, Wher-
ever God will be, that sphere must be con-
formed to Himself, it must take its character
from Him, it must express His own mind, it
must express what FHe is Himself. The king-
dom of God i1s God’s domain which is expres-
sive of Himself, which takes its character from
Him, in which everything to the smallest detail
speaks of God, shows what God is like,



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 27 - Searchable

The Blessedness of the Kingdom

It speaks of God, and therefore, taking its
character from Him and becoming expressive
of Him, it is filled with the blessedness of Godl;
I know of no bettet word than that. Youw know
there is a little fragment, which unfortunately
Is mistranslated in our version, ‘* the gospel of
the blessed God ™ (I Tim. i. 1), which is,
literally, * s 1 of e happy Geod.” Wau
ean retramslate what is called the Sermon on
the Meumt in that way, not, ‘‘ Blessed are
. ... these and these and those, but ** Happy

. . The Sermen en the Mouit is, 88 you
kﬁaw, the setting forth of the moral founda-
tien of the Kingdem, and it all represents a
very blessed state of things, so that, ‘when
Ged’s kingdem ls really established and qwead
ever all, it i1s full of the blessedness of Ged.
It Is net just an Imperious, despotic reign and
fule 6f Ged the All-Tekible, The kingdom
of Ged is a very blessed kingdem, and evefy-
bedy in it is a very ble a very happy,
persen; and that lies Ba@k of the very @%teﬁee
of creation—the intentien of Ged te extend
His kingdem.

The Extension of the Kingdom on this Earth

This may, in part, be a speculation, because
we do not know the conditiom of other planets
and worlds. It may be that that very blessed
state always .exists there, seeing that God
created all.» It may be that this planet is the
prodigal, that it has swung out of its spiritual
orblt and lest the Kingdem and has to be
restered. That Is speeulation beecause we do
Aet knew, therefeie we have te use this phrase
¢ the extensien of the Kingdem ’ with a eertaln
ameunt ef reservation; But 1 think we are ﬁet
Wf@ﬁg in H§iﬁ§] it in £H1§ way—that Ged, so

far as this wefld was eeﬁeefﬁea was set upen
extending His kingdewn; that this werld is the
extensien Qf ﬁh% ingdem of Ged whieh we
have just de ﬂ@& aﬁa that Ged ereated it
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But our present purpase is to indicate the
intention of God which has been made un-
mistakably clear by revelation—that the king-
dom of God is the object and motive lyin
behind this creation; and the kingdom of Geod.
is that of which we have spoken—His demaiﬁ,
taking its character from Him, and filled there-.
fore with the blessedness of God Himself.

But the kingdom of God is the sphere which,
is ruled by God—not under delegated govern-
ment, but under His own personal government;
and theref«me infinite wisdom, infinite love and
infinite power are the govemning factors of Hiis.
kingdom. \

Infinite wisdom a. goverming factor in the
kingdom of Godl; wisdom far, far outstrip-
ping all the accumulated witt and wmderstand-
ing and knowledge of man to fathom; yes,
infinite wisdiom. Infinite love, for God is lovep
and infinite power. Well, that lies belnindl.
That is the kingdom of God in the meaning of
this creation.

The Kingdom on Earth Entrusted and Betrayed!
(a) The First Adam

But we move to that terrible scene when tinsit.
kingdom, for its realisation, had to be en-
trusted to man. Seeing that it is a moral king-
dom—not just a mechanical one, not something-
brought about by the sovereign determination
of God irrespective of man’s response—man.
had to co-operate by his ewn free will. We
know hew Geod comimitiied the interests of His
kingdem to man—in a sense, made man the
€4S @dian ef His great purpeses; and then the
tra 6f the pgreat betrayal, where man
fai d Hiﬁ&l and betrayed His interests inte the
hands ef a hestile ene af whem we have spelker
iR 8ur previeus meditatiens, whe had purpesed
IR his heart t8 usurp God's place, and whe,
B that that d7d not oek. determined
tha& e weuld have a esunier kingdem &
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(b) Israel

We know the movement of God—first ome
mamthieem a family, a tribe, a natiom; an elect
nation in which all the meaning of the kingdom
of God was to be illusttraied in principle. Tt
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is a very wonderful thing to recognise fully the
significance of that elect nation, that chosen
people, that nation out from the nations but
nat reckoned among the nations. Why did
Gud choose Israel?>—in order to give in the
.nidst of the nations a demonstration, an illus-
tration, of the kingdom of Geod; a temporal
and partial, but neverthwlrss a very true, ex-
pressien ef the kingdem of God, where the
government 1s theocratic, and where God,

aving things according to His own mind and
‘heifg able to express Himself, shows what a
‘Bllessed thing it is for man to live under that

@mend: for there is that side of Israel's
{story which is a wonderfull, even if imperfect,
wypression of «what . God means His whole
domain to be. Yaw hear of a land fFtomimg
with milk and honey and all that there was
therein; you see that people really settled in
the great days of their national history, with
overflowing wealth, with prosperity, with
axapiining abounding unto them in that
Divinely-chosen land of unexampled produc-
tiveness. It was indeed the centre of the earth,
selected by God because it could, in a temporal
weyy, set forth something of what things could
be like if God were all. In the greatest days
off Israel’s history—the time of Solomon—the
land was overflowing with wesltilh. Read those
cingpters telling of the gold and the silver and
the precious stones and all the fulness that there
was in that kingdom. It is a wonderful story.
Wryy ? Simply because Geod is seeking to show
in temporal and imperfect terms, but in such
a way as to be better than anything else known
in the history of this werld, what the whele
domain of Ged will be when His kingdom is
established; and so He chose a natien, in erder
that in that nation—as far as ceuld be in con-
ditions sueh as these whieh exist spiritually in
this universe—there should be some faint re-
flectiom and indieation of what the kingdoin of
Gad 1s, where Ged is all in all.

Butt that nation failed; they too betrayed
God—and into the hands of the same enemy;
for the cry of the prophets throughout was
against the idolatry of Israel, and idolatry is,
in principle and background, control by the
evil powers in this universe. God was be-
trayed again; but He was not defeated, He
didd not give up. He was moving in relation to
Hits origiuma} intention.

The Kingdom Secure% Spiritually in the Last
am

Wike go on through His movements to the
greatest event of all—the advent of His Saon.
“ The final Adam to the . . . rescue came ’;

with Him and in Him the Kingdom. And He
was not now dealing with temporal things,
with earthly conditions. Jm ‘the first place
Hee was going to the root of the matter, to the
primary causes, not the secomdary, as we saw
in our previous meditattiom; getting right back
behind everytinimg), in His Cross dealing with
principalities and powers and the whole world
systemn of evil rulership. We have yet to see
more about that.

Buit from that point we find the new move-
ment in relatiom to the Kingdom. It is not
merely temporal and earthly ;- that is, it is not
just a matter of time and of things here. It
is that ultimate realm of the Kingdom. The
new movement from that time is a spiritual one
in relation to the Kingdom. The, kingdom off
Gal has come. Where has it come? - It has
come in Christ. And where is Christ? He
has come into a Body, a spiritual Body, the
Church which is His Body. That is the new
elect, and yet the eternally elect, nation for
this purpose; not an earthly thing, not a thing
of time, not a thing now of temporal matters
such as gold and silver and precious stones.
Lat the religious systems, whether called by
Christian titles or not, be interested in what is
ornate and luxurious on this earth, to make
an impressiom; that is not the kingdom of God.
““The kingdom of God is not meat and drinik”
(Rom. xiv. 17). This kingdom is spiritual,
and it is now embodied in the Christ corpor-
ate; He Humself being Head of His Body
the Church, the eternally elect Bodly. This
is not some after-thought of God, something
that has arisen because -everything else has
failed. God is not a God of dlispensations,
a God of then and now, but He is im the
eternal Now. With Him a million years hence
are as yesterday. He, from the ianing,
foresaw, foreknew, foredetermined, pre-
destinated. These are the great weords we
come upon when we come to this partieular
vessel of His eternal purpese. So, in the fiul-
ness of time, Christ personally comes, and then
constitutes for Himself a Body, and in that
Body the kingdom of God from eternity is
constituted.

Gud Alllin All

How? On what ground? That is Gaodl's
first sphere of domain where He is all in all,
where the devil has no place, nor man as such.
That is the great meaning of the Cross at which
we are trying to get, where no systems of men
are the ruling things, where God is all in. all.
You must remember that that is the end toward
which everytimimg is moving. It is moving
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through and by Christ in the first instance,
and then through Christ through His Churci,
back to God complete, ‘. . . he shall deliver
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; . . .
that God may be all in all *’ (I Cor. xv, 24-28).

That is the setting in which we are found.
God is all in all, to begin with. Is He? Well,
that is the whole battleground of our inner
life. It was that point which we reached in
our previous meditation. There we shall re-
sume later on, if He wills. But it 1s the ques-
tion, first of all, of God being all in all, the
Lord being Lord, and there being no other
lordship—the lordship of our will, our likes,
our dislikes, our preferences, our prejudices,
our selectivenesses, and all that belongs to us
—that rises up and disputes the place and way
and will of God. No other feature must have
lordship, but He must be Lord of all. I do
not expect literally to see Jesus Christ riding
on a white horse with a name written on His
garment, ‘‘ King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords.”” I believe that 1s a symbol of the
great spiritual truth that He will ride in majesty
as Lord of Lords; He will trample down every
other lordship and bring it into subjection to
Himself, and—metaphorically, but none the
less very truly—ride forth triumphantly as
King. That is the end, and that absolute
supremacy which He has attained He will hand

up to the Father, for the Father’s ultimate .

satisfaction in accordance with the purpose
which He purposed before the foundation of
the world. The whole question of the king-
dom of God is resolved in the very first in-
stance into an inward matter in the case of
every believer, as to whether He is Lord.

I said just now that that is the battleground
in which we find ourselves continually; but,
blessed be God, it is not all defeat! There is
the mighty energy of the Spirit of God that
makes 1t possible for us to cry—'‘ when 1 fall,
] shall arise ’’ (Micah wvii. 8). That is not
the assertion of self-assurance and self-
sufficiency, but of faith that knows there 1s
a power that worketh in us.  The mighty
energy of the Spirit of God is working the
powers of the Kingdom in us, the powers of a
coming age.

The Kingdom of God Within and in the Midst

And those *powers are frstly spiritual, to
bring this about. You and I, in this terrible
conflict between the two kingdoms which is
focused in our very souls—you and I, frail,
faulty, a thousand times failing and slipping
and blundering and erring—are nevertheless
being carried on by a power and an energy

that is not our own, that will bring us finally
to the place of absolute ascendancy over the
powers that are set against us. God is working
that out in us; it is His kingdom. The king-
dom of God, the kingdom of heaven, is within
you. It is an inward matter; that is where it
begins. And it is in the midst of you—which
expresses the corporate setting of the Kingdom;
in the midst of the Church, a people secured
and constituted by God and in whom first of
all His absolute lordship shall be established.

I must add a word about the other aspect—
that the Church is a people in whom the
blessedness of God is known. Well, there is
a sense in which that is true, but not true
enough of us yet. The pressure and the in-
tensity of this great spiritual warfare does
register upon us, it does take its toll. This
persistent determination of the enemy to wear
us out leaves its mark, and we are not too
characterised by the blessedness of God’s king-
dom. But it does break out sometimes. We
sing some of those songs of Zion together, we
speak of the great day of Christ’s soon ap-
pearing, we remind ourselves of all the wonders
of His Cross—*' Oh, the sweet wonders of that
Cross '—and when we dwell upon these things
the glory of His kingdom does well up; it
shows itself from time to time. Perhaps that
iz one of the great blessednesses of Christian
fellowship. We gather in meetings and in the
Spirit, and the real nature of the Kingdom
does come up and show 1itself. It is there, and
more or less it is abidingly there, consciously
there, all the time; but we are conscious too
that we are up against things, we are in a grim
fight. Yet in this kingdom we have to know
more and more of the blessedness of God, the
happiness of God. We must rebule ourselves
for what contradicts that and remind ourselves.
that, after all, we are a very havpy people.
‘“ Happy 1s the people whose God is the Lord ”
(Ps. cxliv. 15).

The Church to Administer and Manifest the
Kingdom

But then the matter does not end there.
Israel were a chosen nation, not tc be an end
in themselves, but to display to all the nations
what the kingdom of God 1s, and to adminis-
ter that kingdom in the midst of the nations.
There were times when other nations got the
benefits of Israel. When they were not against
Israel, when they were amenable or favourable,
great blessings came to them because of Israel,
and so it has been since then. I am not at all
sure that we have not derived a great deal ot
blessing in this country becdause of the attitude
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im past years toward that nation—even in their
rejection. ‘* I will bless them that bless thee,
and him that curseth thee will I curse ** (Gen.
xii. 3); and that holds good. But in a very
direct way, when Israel were according to
‘God’'s mind, in line with Him, people were
Hllessed because of them. And the Chutch is
3t an end 1n itself. We find in ** Revelation ™
e end=—tie eity is in its place of administta-
tth@ﬁ, and it is the nations that are deriving the

benefit. The li ght of the natiens, the leaves
fr the health ef the natiens, the water fef the
flike of the natiens, issue frem that eity. The
Chureh, then, is t6 be se econstituted as te be
Gfs instruhent of administration and mani-
festation of His kingdem. "

. The Practical lssuwe—Ascendancy over the
Kingdom of Darkness

Buit while we are set in that as the ultimate,
and alll the practical questions and cinallenges
and issues bound up with that have to be
brought home to our hearts, the whole matter
resolves itself for the time being into one of
registering all that is meant by the kingdom
of God, the mighty sovereighnty of Geod in
Jesus Chnstt not now se much upoen kings and
Fulers of this earth as upon these [prficipalities
and powers and world fulers of this diarkness,
those spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heawvenlies. That is where we are brought to,
and if I were to gather into one statement what
[ believe to be the Divine intesnt in our
present meditations it is this—to seek to bring
us, as amongst that people, to the place where
we count infinitely more in the spiritual realm
than we noew do, where we have to be reckoned
with by the powers of evil back of this werld
system. It is there that value to God is de-
cided in this dispensation.

New you can reject all that' we are saying
and still be saved. In order to be saved, all
that you need is to '“ believe 6n the Lord Jesus,
and thou shalt be saved ™ (Acts xvi.. 31).
With that you can go to heaven, you can be
delivered fromm condemnation and from hell,
without having any of this that we are talking
about. Well, if that is all you want, you can
have it. But I ask you this, are you as con-
cerned to be useful to God as you are to be
saved ? That is anothet question. The matter
of your value to God is decided here—what
account are you to Him in the realm of the
spiritual forces in this universe which are op-
posed to Him? How much account does the
devil take of you? How much are you a
menace to his kingdom? Not, how many ser-

vices and meetings are you taking, how many
addresses are you giving, how much running
about are you doimg; not all those etceteras in
Christian activitty; but how much impact do
Y@n register upon that dark, evil kingdom?

is just there that your value to God is de-
cided. Well, if the devil gives you a very bad
time and has made you know you are a marked
mam, a marked woman, take commffextt; it shows
yau are of some value to God. But we do
nait always remember that. We have terribly
bad times under the hand of the devil and get
under them, we think how terrible and wicked
he is, we get occupied with that, and forget—
perhaps it is a kind of humlhty—-that we must
mean something, after all. That is where
things count with God in this dispensation.
It is not how many structures you can put up
nor how big an organisation you can create on
this earth, it is not anything in the temporal
realm at all. It is, in all, through all, by all,
how much is coumtimg against the ki
which is opposed to the kingdom of Gaod?
That is the challenge which we must seriously
face.

Thee Kingdiomm Present in Primciplee Now

The kingdom of God is something very
much more vital than we have realised. Oh,
what a pity that men have so systematized
this thing as to rob it of its real spiritual value!
Some tell us, for instamce, that the Kingdom
is for a commimg age, that this is not the King-
dom age. That is not true. The kingdom off
Gl s a present issue, the supteme issue of
this whele erestionm; and it Is concering that
that all the forees 6f darkires, undet whatever
fame they may be werking en thls earth, are
eonverging under ene evil, spiritual Ve
ment aRd eveilsid—te malee | impessible for
the kingdem ef Ged te be established and ex-
tended 1A this ereation. Well, Christian peeple
knew . The big SHE§H@H iA Hmissiena
fmagazines pew s Wheih@r We €3 ge 6n wi
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The Lord in the Midst

 Simg, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Asras;
be glad and rejoice with all the heant, O
daugiiver of Jerusalem. Thwe Lovd hath valen
awey Wy jedymendss, he heth cest owut thine
; the Kiuag of Israel, even the Lord, is

in e midst of thee: thhou shall not fear evil
any more. In that day it shall be said to
eFusalens, Fear thou not; O Ziom, let not thy
ands Be slack. Twe Lovd thhy God is in the
midst of thee, a mighty one who will save;
e will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest
in his love; he will joy over thee with singing *’

(Zephe. HiL. ~ﬂ.4§-—II_77))_‘r_--~_ A VoL
I AM-thinking partieularly of that 17tK"verse,
- fulll ef rieh -andppeettdis promises. It i
always a safe means ef understanding and
applylng the promises 6f Ged if we remember
that, In the first plaee, they relate te the Lerd
geﬁu§ Christ Himself. He, as we knew so well
o the prophecies of Isalah, is the true Israel,
and all the promises of Ged fid thelr best
and final fulfilment In Him. That helps us
beeause, en the ene hand, we might semetimes
doubt whether the promises were meant for us:
biit 1f they are tede in Hiim they are meant for
us If we are in Himn; of, on the other hand,
we are apt to apply our imaginations to the
Interpretation of these promises : but as we look
at the Lord Jesus and see how they were fiul-
filled in His case we are helped to wnderstand
the spiritual meaning in them.

Salvation By Divine Workimg Within

“ The Lord thy God is im the midst of thee,
a mighty one who will save™ At fiirst glance,
we might say that that cannot refer to the Lord
%egus ecause He did net need saving. I think
his promise is net eenecerned with salvatien
from sin. ' The Lord hath taken away thy
{_uagmeﬂ&-’_’ That matter is settled By the
ime this peint is reaehed in the Lerd’s dealings
with His peeple. While we may fejeiee that
Fre {8 mighty te save iR the initial sense that
We Reed saving fremn Sur §iA and sing, we make
a mistake if we think there is nething é&lse te
Be saved from. 1In the ease of the Letd g%gugx
§§%§% was muen frem which He Reeded e Be

Butt the point is that salvation is by Divine
working within. ‘'* The Lord thy God in the
midst of thee is mighty; he will save * (A.V.).
Off course, ffis presence within is based on
righteoustress. He is there because sin is dealt
with, so far as we are concerned, by the
ptecious Blood. He is not there on any less

ground than that He finds that, as the righteous
Lord, He can dwell there; but, being there,
Hee is there to be mighty to save within us. In
the case of the Lord Jesus, when He was a
baby Joseph had to take precautions for His
safety and to look after Him, but I think yeu
will find without exception that, as seen as
that phase had passed, all the Lord’s deliver-
ances were not by somebody helping Him frem
outside—not even God—buit wefe from within,
They were, in the first place, by reason of
God's presence within. Twe apparent exeep-
tions to that are when they were goeing te hurl
Hiim over the eliff at Nazareth, and when they
took up stones-to stone Hilm.. |Th ‘beth of those
cases, He just walked threugh them and went
away.  Even In sueh perileus situations He was
nat plucked away out ef the midst, His enemies
were fot suddenly strieken with blindmess. 1A
a sense, Geod did nething. It was the mjesty
of the Lerd’s presenee, if was an inward pewsr,
that rebiked these that weuld attack Eifn. M
every other ease, I think yeu will find that
Ged’s answer to the need eof Eis Sen for
deliveranee was in effest te say, ‘1 am in the
midst ef yew; therein lies yeuF safety.’

(@) Deliverance from Satan

Think of His need of deliverance firom
Satan, whii early in His public life He had
to meet a concemtration of diaboliczll assault it
the wilderness. What did God de for Him
there? In an outward sense, God did mething.
Gatd did not feed Him, to answet the tempta-
tion to make the stones into bread. Ewvery one
of those temptations was met, and the Lord
delivered, by virtue of an inward life. The
Weord of God dwelling within was His answer,
Never think that the Lord beat Satam in an
argument of words becatise He was clever and
knew the right answet. He certainly applied
the correct Seripture, but if you have the Spirit
of Seripture in your heart, even if you eannet
guote it you may teiumph; it is the Spirit that
matters. The Lord Jesus found, by the Werd
of God dwelling in Him, that Satam was
defeated every time.

(b)) Deliverance in Physical Realms

There there was deliverance in physical
realms. You remember that by the well our
Lord Jesus was weary, He was thitsty, He was
hungry. When the multitade were hungry, He
gave them to eat; when the Israelites were
thirsty, God made water come ot £ff the rock.
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Butt the deliverames of the Lord Jesus were
never God's miracles like that for Him.. And
yeit when the disciples came back, they found
that He was not weary; and, though the water
was never drawn out of the well—as far as I
can see, the Samaritan woman never gave Him
to drink—MHe was not thirstty; and when they
pressed Him to eat, He was not hungry; and
Hiss answer was, “This is a spirituzll matter;
I have found, in doing the will of God,
deliveranee even from purely human and

hysieal needs.’ And I am not sure that we
Eave fot a great deal to learn about that. I
would not for a moment suggest that physical
weakness, or - sickness, is necessarily the result
of some spiritusll disorder, but I-feel“that the
first approach any'of us should make, even to
our physical needs,- is;.tp, arsure, tivatt we are im
the will of God, being confident that, for the
fulfilment of His will, God has strength for
us.d It is an inward answer to an outward
need.

(2) Deliverance from Discouragement

Discouragement? ‘ Well,’ you say, ‘ Spirit-
fillki people are never discouraged.” But
Elijah was Spirit-filled, and he knew dis-
couragement. And so did the apostle Paul;
more than once the Lord had to appear to him
and say, “ Fear mot, Paul.” We can go evem
beyond them, and speak of the Man Christ
Jesus. While little is said in the Gospels of the
emotions that went on in that holy breast, listen
to the hprephet's words concerning Him—* I
said) I have laboured in vain, I have spent my
strength for nought and vanity " (Isa. xlix.
4). Whether of not the Lord really thought
that at any time, He could have thought it.
He was In just such a positiom as we are in
when we feel if. What is God's answer? To
give Himm some token to turn the discouraging
elreumstannes 1nto bright and rosy ones? No,
Ged’s answer Is an Inward ene. '* The Lord
thy Ged 1n the midst of thee is mightyy; he will

save” If you depend upon outward en-
eouragement for deliveramce from depression,

will net get very far. The Lord Jesus
went right through, refusing to accept the
evidenees of diseour t, because of an
inward renewal by the power of God.

(d)_Deliverance from Death

So we could go on. I am sure we should all
be surprised if we realised how many of the
human emotions that we regard as just our
frailty, and indeed almost as sinful, and of
which we are ashamedl—Hoyw many of those
emotions passed through the breast of the

Lord, though maybe in purer forms. The poin
is that He was never overcome by them. Temyp
tations always broke themselves upon Him, Hi<
never yielded. Ewen death itself could no
overcome Hiim, and God’'s answer to death wai
nat, mark you, a miracle from the outside
The disciples had expected, probably, that tif
Lord would be delivered miraculously out al
the hands of wicked mem; He was not. Nol
even when the scoffers suggested that He
should come down from the Cross did Goe
intervene. How easily God could have de-
livered! Legions of angels were waiting foi
the word; but nothing happened. He died—
and yet in His case there was the mighitisl
triumph over death ever knowm.. How? .. Froox
within; God Almighty, by His eternal.Spirit,
uicclfened His Son and -raised -Him from it
ead. - R ks
“ The Lord thy God im the midst of thee is
mighir{; he will save’ and' FRoners viii. 11
says that the same Spirit is in us for the same
urpose— If the Spirit of him that raised uc
gesus from the dead dwelletin in you, he that
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shal
give life also to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit that dwelleth in yow.”” Praise His
Name! Then the promise so abundantly fiul-
filled in Jesus Christ is to us. Let us take
note of how it happened. How many miracles
there were in the life of the Lord Jesus, but
never a miracle to help Him! Oh, we wish the
Lord would do miracles to help us! And yet
the greatest miracle of all is the power of God
in a human life by the Holy Spirit—He Whe
never succumbed, never faltered, never failed,
was never defeated], He is in you. ™ The
Lotd thy God in the midst of thee ... ."

Thee Lord in the Midst Rejoicing

In the second place, He is there not only for
salvation, but for rejoicing. Israel is to rejoice,
Zion is to shout and be glad. But her rejoicing
is enly an echo and a reflection of the Lord's
rejeleing. ‘' The Lerd . . .. in the midst of
thee . . . will rejoiee ever thee with joy.”” How
trde that was In the ease of the Lotd Jesus!'—
GaH rejeielng ever Him with g@y.. There were
three great eeeasions 1n His life when that was
revealed and manifestly deelared. In the first

lace, when He was boern all heaven rejeieed.
hat sengs, what praises, when that infant
€ame inte the wetld ! net just beeause an infant
was bern, but beeause semething had hap-
pened, in that this One had said, ** Le, 1 am
come; . . -. delight te de thy will, O my
Gad » (Psa. x1. 7-8), and heaven was rejelein
ever that spirit; that was what pleased G

- e " .
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And then you remember that when He came to
be baptized the heavens were opened and God
said, ‘I am well pleased.’”” It was not an
easy thing for the Lord to be baptized. It is
amazing how baptism is withstood—withstood
by the devil, we say. But it was John the
Baptist who tried to hinder the Lord from
being baptized. John the Baptist was no weak-
ling. I do not know what it must have needed
to override him, but it was no easy thing.
There was a tremendous strength about the
Lord that refused to be put off. Sometimes it
is our friends, not our enemies, who hinder us.
John tried to hinder the Lord, and the Lord
said;- *.No; I choose to go this way of humb-

ling, this'way of the utter devotion of Myself-

to the ‘will of God.’. And a voice came from
heaven—'‘-This -is my ‘beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased "’ (Matt. iii. 17)—God
rejoicing with joy over His Son. The third
occasion, in the Mount of Transfiguration, was
in a sense a similar one, in that the Lord Who,
on coming into the world chose to do the will
of God, and at His baptism sealed that choice
and devoted His life to that will, now had
finished all that related to His human life so
far as it was found in Himself. He was
proved to be a perfect man, to have fulfilled
the will of God in all things, and the glory
of God shone ont from His very person.
Heaven was opened to Him. I believe that
Jesus Christ might have stepped from that
mountain straight into heaven, and He would
have been well received there as far as He was
concerned. He turned to Moses and Elijah
who were there and said, ¢ No, there 1s some-
thing else to do; I am going right through with
this matter of doing the will of God, not merely
for Myself but for all who shall be redeemed;
The Cross is My choice, not the glory at the
moment.” Because of the joy that was set
before Him, He endured the Cross (Heb. xii.
2), and a voice came from the excellent glory,
‘“ My Son, in whom I am well pleased.”’ What
a Son! God could not keep silent. ‘¢ He will
rejoice over thee with joy.”’

You notice, then, the special occasions when
God was pleased with His dear Son. Of
course, He was pleased all the time, all the
time God rejoiced over Him; but it was not in
the great moments of His ministry when He
held the multitudes enthralled with His words,
when men marvelled at the grace which came
out of His lips; it was not in those great
triumphs of His power when the sick were
healed, the lepers cleansed and the dead raised.
Of course, God was pleased with Him then.
But the supreme moments were when in His

heart was found the profound determination:
to love and to do the will of God. How
different are our standards! We feel if we
were great preachers, if we could do mighty
things, how glad God would be! There are
baptisms, public and private, into which we
go; there are mountains, not only of trans-
figuration but of choice, to which we ate
brought; and let us believe that, as in the case

- of God’s dear Son so in our case, when we

ye

choose the will of God even though it mean
the Cross, when we reject the glory that we are
entitled to in favour of humiliation and shame
on behalf of others for God’'s sake, the same
thing is true—'‘ He will rejoice over thee ‘with
joy.”” . The Lord gets more joy ocut of ‘your
life than you think if you have & heart like
that.” - The Lord gets more joy out of some of.
His suffering saints than out of some of the
successful ones.

The Lord Silent in His Love
(a) The Silence of Satisfaction

And then the last—‘‘ he will be silent in his
love ”’ (R.V.M. for ** he will rest in his love ).
That silence I think means three things. Tn
the first place and chiefly, it means the silence:
of satisfaction, and that is why it is a true
translation to say ‘‘ he will rest in his love.”’
The silence of satisfaction, the silence of the
Sabbath day. When God had His whole
creation before Him according to His own mind
in a way which could bring satisfaction in the
deepest sense to His heart, He rested on the
seventh day—not the rest of weariness but the
rest of absolute satisfaction. Alas, as far as.
Adam was concerned, how short-lived was that
joy ! How soon was the silence broken! But
now the last.Adam has come, and He provides
for the Father that which could not be im-
proved upon—that which is perfect, not merely
in God's mind to satisfy His idea of what is
good, but also in His heart to fill Him with
deepest, deepest satisfaction (can we say it of
God ?) too deep even for words. He is silent
in His love. :

‘ Well,” you say, ‘I can believe that about
the Lord Jesus. It is very wonderful.” But
we are seeking to see that Zeph. i1i. 17 applies
to us too. The Lord in the midst of z4ee 1s
able to save; He will rejoice, not only over His.
Son, He will rejoice over thee with joy; and
in Christ, as we are found truly abiding in
Him, it is also said concerning zs ** He will be
silent in his love '’—the rest of satisfaction.

(b) The Rest of Love

Then it means the rest of love. There is no
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other rest. You get out of love with anybody,
autt of love with the Lord, out of an sttmosphere
and attitude of love, and you will be a restless
person always, no matter how right you are. It
does not matter what may be said on your
side or against the other side; you get out of
love and you get out of rest. You never find
eest till you get back into a spirit of love. But
bow wonderful to think that He should fimd
s rest in loving us!

(®) The Silence of Contfidence

It is the silence also of confidence. The Lord
Jesus said on one occasion when a voice came
from:heaven, ‘* This voice hath not come for
miyisalke, " -but for.your sakes." (John xii. 30).
He did not need God to be saying all the time,
¢ That:is right, J.am pleased with You.”. When
Hezven seemed silent, the Lord Jesus lkeaw it
that silence was the silence of confidence. God
‘was trusting Him. - To what extent that con-
fidence was tested, we can only barely imagine.
Wihen it came to the awful moments of the
Cross His experiemce must have been like
that of the psalmist when he cried *“ Be not
thou silent unto me" (Psa. xxwiii. 1). God
s silent—silent because He had deep con-
fidence that His Son could be trusted. When
you have a little boy who is trying to please
youy, you encourage him, pat him on the head
and say, ‘' That is very good, thank you very,
much.” When the boy grows up, he gets less
and less patting on the head, and less of those
little words of encouragement;; yet the flather's
heart is fiindingyr much deeper satisfaction. Does
that explain the Lord’s dealings with us? We
want to be treated as little children all our
lives, and to have the Lord patting us on the
back all the time; but He is silent, and the
devil says, ‘ He is silent because He is against

yau, because He is displeased with you.” Gadf's
Word says that He will be silent in His love.

Those of Whom These Things Are True

Just in closimg, may I say that I feel the
verses that follow are particulanlly helipful,
because they say of whom these wonderful
things are true. They are true of the Lord
Jesus, but they are true of you and me—not
because we are perfect; on the comtrary, this
promise was given to a people of whom it is
said, *“ I will make them a praise and a name,
whose shame hath been in all the earth ** (Zeph.
iii. 18). Is that what you feel like? We do
sometimes, don’t we? - ' A shame in all the
earth. In Israel's case it was their own fault.
It 'may be so in ours, or it may-not; but even
if - it is our -ftauil, emean iff itt ifs thwe'-tHuat
we'llawve been seen by all in- our -failure,*'in
our poverty, in our meanness; if our shame
is in all the earth; even if we absolutely deserve
it and everything that is said about us is true;
this promise is still true for us. The devil will
always try to rob us of the promises of God.
Lait us humble ourselves before the Lord and
search our hearts, but do not let us be robped
of the promises. Ewen if your shame is in all
the earth, this is what the Lord says about you
— TThe Lotd thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty, he will save; he will rejoice over thee
with' joy;, he will rest in his love, he will jo
over thee with simgimg’'™ Oh, that the Chuf
of God realised that! That is our supreme
vocation—to provide satisfaction for the heart
of God, to be those here on this earth who so
live in fellowsdfip with Christ that Ged may
look down from heaven and find His heart’s
joy in beholding them and be silent in His
love. When He is silemt, let us trust Him and
never doubt He is indeed in the midst.

H. F.

Prophetic Ministry

V. Why the Prophet’'s Message is Not Apprehended

Readiny' : Acts xiit. 27, 15; 2 Cor. iii. 14-18;
Isz. lii. 1.
XWEE are taking this clause—" The voices of

the prophets ’—and seeking to get behind '

the statemnentt of which it is a part, in order to
recognise the spiritual principles which govern
this tremenddus issue. We have pointed out
that the prophets were read, as it says here,
ewary Sabbath. It was the fixed custom to
read the law and the prophets every Sabbath,
and I might also point out that it was not just
at one particular time in the day that this was
done, but all day through the Sabbath the law

and the prophets were being read in the syna-
gogue. And yet it says that the very rulers
themselves, as well as the dwellers in Jerusa-
lem who attended the temple, heard that read-
ing of the prophets so continuously, but never
heard the voices of the prophets.  Because
they failed to hear that inner something which
was more than just the audible reading of
what the prophets had said, they lost every-
thing that was intended for them, as this thit-
teenth chapter of Acts shows. The Apostle
left them and turned to the Gentiles, who had
an ear ready to hear. That is a matter of no

c
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small consequence and seriousness, and there-
fore it does become very necessary for us lo
seek to hear the voices of the prophets, really
to know what the prophets were saying.

“. . .. because they kmew him not, nor the
voices of the prophets.” Why did they not
know? Why did they not hear?” There is
one basic answer to that enquiry which is going
to occupy us just now, and which brings us
down te foundafiioms, really to the root of
things.

Thee Offence of the Cross
(a) ' A Suffering Messiah

The answer to that enquiry -is this—because
they were not willing to accept the Cross. That
is what went to the root of-the whole, matter.
Fiestly, they were*not willing ‘to ‘admit of a
suffering Messiah. They had their own minds
well made up as-to what kind of Messiah their
Messiah would be and as to what He would do
and as to the results of His advent, and any-
thing that ran counter to that fixed mentality
was not only not accepted, it was an afffence.
They could not admit into the realm of their
contemplation that their coming Messiah would
be a suffering Messiah. The prophets wiere
always speaking about the suffering Messiah.
Isaiah, at that point in his prophecies which
we know as chapter liii, presents the classic on
the suffering Messiah, and yet he opens by
saylng—"'" Whe hath believed eur e? "
1 thiflk we need net stay te gather fuither
evidence that that was thelf attitude. Right
the way thf@t@h it was just that. Pawl, ih his
letter to the Galatiams, was dealing with that
very thing. Teowards the end ef the letter he
speke abeut the effence of the Cress, and he
set that ever against the Judaisers, whe were
degging his steps everywheie and seeking te
prejudice Ris minisdsy, and at whese hands he
was §Hfff@!iﬂg: He Bere bBranded en his bedy
the marks of the Lord jesus: Why? Beeause
of his message of the Cress. He said, ‘ 1f J
were willing te drep that, 1 eewld eseape all
this suffferimg; it is the effence ef the Cress
whieh is the eause ef all.the treuble.’ And
all the way threugh we see the Jews' unwilling-
ness te admit of a suffering Messiah.

(b) The Way of Self-Emptying

Buit then it went furthet than that. It be-
came not only a national issue but a personal
one. They would not accept the principle of
the Cross in themselves; and so you find that
represemtative individuals of the nation, who
came to the Lord Jesus from time to time,
were presented with the offence of the Cross,

and off they went, not prepared to accept it..
Nicodemus was very interested in the Kimg-
dom which the Messiah was going to set up,,
which he was expecting and anticipating, but
it became a personal matter of the Cross. Be-
fore the Lord was through with him, He had
brought the serpent lifted up in the wilderness,
into the full view of Nicodemus. That wias.
an offence. = Another man, who ‘has become,
known to us as the rich young ruler, went

very sorrowful because of the offence of the.
Cross. It was no use for the Leotd. at that.
time, befoie the Cross had actually taken place,
to speak in precise terms about it to - cfher
than His, disciples, but He applied the pyir-
ciple, which is the same thing.' -He applied.
the prineiple to- this young man. . .' If, as yeuJ
say; you are Interested in the Kingdem and: in
eternal life, this is the way—the waj® of ety
g utter . self-emmptying.’. ‘Hik went . away-
serrowtul ; for he was one that had great pesses-
slens ”” (Matt. xix. 22), The Letd said,
‘“ How hardly (with what difficulty) shall they-
that have riehes enter Inte the .kingdem eof
God! " (Luke xviii. 24). The effence of ilhe
Cress finds them ewt.

Nwow here, with the Jews as a whole, they-
were making the kingdom of God an earthly
thing on the principles of this world:—and do-
not let us blame them without blaming ow-
selves. This is our battle right up to date-
It is a mattet that finds us all out at heart.
Oh, you may not be expecting that threugh.
your preaching of Christ a temporal kingdom:
will be set up and you will get a literal erown
to weat and a throne to sit upen—thatt may net'
be your oitlook or mermtality; but are we net,
almost every day of our lives, in trouble becains:
the Lord hides frem us everything that He is.
doing aned starves eur seuls ef their ambition.
to see things, te have things? Is that net the-
basis ef a great deal of ouf trouble? We want
to see, we want te have, we want the preefs,
and the evidenees, We doe really, after all,
want a kingdem that ean be appraised by eu
senses of sight and hearing and feeling, a.
palpablle kingdem, the answer in tangible form
to all our efforts and labours; and the eppasie
of that is a tremendous strain upen faith and.
sometimes brings us to a very serious erisis.
Wihyy does not the Lord do this and that,,
which we think He ought to do? 1t is simply
this soul-craving to have proof and demon-
stration; and this is-why, if there is anything;
built up in Christian work which is obviouss;
bigg, impressive, where there is a great things
being orgamised and a great movement on foot,
and all is in the realm of something that can
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be seen, crowds of Christians fllock after it;
ar if there are manifestatiions, things that seem
to be clear proofs, the crowds will be found
there. The enemy can carry away multitudes
by imitation works of the Holy Ghost in the
realm of demonstratioms and proofs. We are
so impressionable, we must possess, and that
is exactly the same principle as governed the
vulers. They were not prepared for the primciple
of the Cross to be applied in this . way—tfai
the Cross means utter self-emptyimg, bsing
Bnamght to an end of everything but the Lor
Himmself.

Thee Prophets’ Theme—Knowing the Lord

Naow you see that does bring us to the matter
of the voices of the prophets." What was the
ofie . thing -tine prophets wene divegys
about? It was about knowirg the Lord. The
thing that was lacking amongst the Lord’s
Eﬂ ple in the days of the prophets was the

owledge of the Lord. T were plenty
repared te have the Lerd
for what He eeuld ef them, but as fof the
Lord Himself . ah that was anether matter,
What is the Lord after with you and with e ?
Ig He first of all wanting us te de things?

off peeple whe were
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nait that we should be in any place doing a lot
of Christian work (do not let that stop you
serving the Lord) but that we should be there
as one who knows the Lord. Our ogspaftumttes
for serving Him will spring out of our know-
ledge of Himn; He will see to that. The Lerd
the Spirit is arranging His oewn werk., He
knows where need exists, and when He sees
someone who can meet that fieed He ean make
the eondact.

Knowledge of the Lord Basic to all Usefulness

That is a principle in the New Testament—
in the life of the Lord Jesus Himselff. That
meeting between Christ and the woman of
Samaria was not just a casual happening, a
pretty story. No, you have principles. -The
Holy Ghost wrote those narratives, and in-
volved principles in every incident. » Here is
One Who has water to give that the werld
knows not of, and here Is a thirsty weman.
GoH sees to It that the ene In need 15 brey ht
inte toueh with the One Whe has the supply.
That Is a law. If yeu have net get the supply,
It 1s very largely empty werk that is dene fof
the L@fa and the prineiple of the Cross werks
ot al 6ﬂ§ fmany lines; iR Mmany ways, testing,
tey [ﬁ% Emplying us, in efa%f te Hﬂg W%s
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That is very simple, but it is basic to every-
thing. Youw are there in some place where you
cannot be always talking about the Lord, where
you can do very little; but if the Lord is
precious to you, that is service to Him, and in
you He has available a vessel for anythin
more that He wants. I am sure the Lord will
never bring us out and entrust us with respon-
sibilities until He is very precious to us where
we are, though many other things that we
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would like are being denied and withheld firom
us. It is the principle of the Cross.
Nicodemus comes with all his fulness. He
is a man with a great fulmess—a ruler of the
Jews, in high standing, in a place of influence,
and much more. He represents a fulmess of a
religious kind. Then the Lord virtually says
to him, “ You heve to let it all go amd stant 1l
ever again like a newborn babe; you are con-
eerned abeut the kingdom of heaven, but you
eannet bring any of that into the Kingdom.’
To the rieR yeung ruler He says, in efffect,
*You eannet bring your riches in here.' You
may have a let of natural wealth—intellectual,
finaneial, influential, positiomal, but that does
net give you any standing in the kingdom of
heaven at all. The wealthiest, the fullest, the
biggest here in this world has no more of the
glance of the Lord in their directiom than the
rest and the weakest. All are brought down
ere—you must be born again, you must start
fioth zero in this matter of the kingdom of
heaven. The Kingdom is not a matter of
eatlng and deinking, it is a matter of spiritual
measure; and you start spiritual meastre by
being bern of the Spirit. It is utterly spiritual
from the very first breath, semething that was
ndt before, semething new, Spiritual measure
is just knewing the Lerd—that is all. Our
standing 1n the kingdesm of heaven is simply
a matter of knoewing the Lord, and if we are
geiﬁg te gain higher place it is going toe be,
aYt By prefuences at all, but by the inerease
of eur spiritual measure, People whe ceunt in
heaven are spiritual peeple, and what eeuts is
the degree of their spirituality, and spirituality
is knowing the Lord. We may take it that the
Lord applies Himself utterly to that matter of
bringing us te knew Him. That Is the thing
that really dees eeunt.

Tise Cross Basic to all Knowledge of the Lord

They could not hear the voices of the
prophets because the prophets were talking
about a suffering Messiah, and there was some-
thing inside the people whiech had closed the
doer; they were predispesed against anything
like that, and se they could not hear. Ewen
the diseciples of the Lord Jesus were in that
position. When He began to refer to His
Cross they said, ‘* Be it fae froth thee, Lord:

this shall never be unto thee " (Matt. xvil. 222).

A suffering Messiah —o6h ne! But they did
come to the place where the Cross had its very
deep applicstiom, where it meant an end of
everything for them. The Lord peeeipitated
that whole question, and you see them after
Hiss erucifixion—they have lost their Messianie

Kingdom, they have lost everythuimg, they aie
steipped and emptied; and then what hap-
pened ? They began then to know, just began
to know, and their knowledge grew and grew:;;
buit it was of anothet order entirelly. So you
find in the rest of the New Testamenit that iim
their own history and in their instructiom of
others two things go together like: the negative
and the positive of an electrical cireuit—there
can be no current without both. The negative
is the application of the principle of the Creiis
which says No, No, No !—an end—dealth -
yourself, death to the world, death te all your
owm natural life. But the positive is the Holly
Ghost, the Spirit of God, mightily present but
always hand in hand with the Cress. - With
those twe aetiﬁF always togethet, the negative
and . the positive, 'the Cress and .. heavenly
putpese and heavenly pewer and eftastiveness,
you find that there is mevement ef t6 an ever=
growing knewledge ef the Lord.

Wike cannot have the knowledge of the Lord
—the most important thing in the mind of
Gesd where we are concerned—exaeyptt on the
ground of the continuous application of the
Cross, and that will go right on to the end.
Do not imagine that there will come a day when
you have done with the Cross, when the prin-
ciple of the Cross will no longer be necessary-
and when you have graduwated from the seheel
where the Cross is the instrument of the Lokd.
It never will be ! More and more you will eome
to recognise the necessity for that Cross. [f
you are going on into geeater fulness of knew-
ledge and therefore greattr fullirss of useful-
ness to the Lord, you must take It as settled
that that principle of the Cress Is. going te be
applied more and more deeply & you go on.
Qh, God write that in eur Heartsh for surely
we all know the need of the Cress; and these
wihto have known most abeut it are €onsEious
most of its need still. We have seen the tefrible
tragedy of peeple whe knew the message of
the Cross In fulness, and whe after many years
have been a pesitive eontradietion te that ver
message—maMeasl by self-assaittvenesss, selifi=
Impertanee, Impatience, irritability, ether
people being unablle to live with them. Are
you one of those habitually irritable ?
[ do not mean one of those persons wWhe soine-
times is overtaken in a fault. The Lokd is
patient with the upsets that come here andl
thete along the way, but are we halbitiadlly-
irritable, short-tempered, difficult te live with?
That is a denial of the Cross, and that hes
wrecked the life and work of many a
missiomary. That is a simple application, but
ii applies in so many ways.
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The Cross will be applied right on to the
end, and, altogether apart from our faults and
the thmgs in our constitution and nature which
have to be dealt with, in this commimg to know
the Lord for still greatenr usefulness we go
fioih death to death on that side of things.
We think of some known to us. We marvel
at the way the Lord has been able to use them,
the large place Into whieh He has put them,
what fiehes He has given them; but of late
they have been plunged inte depths of death
Aever knewn before. It Is evidently unto
semething mere, semething greatesr still. It is
like that; the knowledge of the Lord requires
it in an evefgf@mmg way.

Knowledge and Usefulness Safeguarded by
the Cross

Buit, moreover, there is no safe place apart
from the constant application of the primciple
of the Cross. Safety absolutely demands it.
Nothing is safe in our hands. The more the
Lord blesses, the more peril there is. The
greatest peﬂl comes when the Lord begins to
use us. You say, ' That does not say very
mueh for our sanctineatien.’ It certainly does
ndt say very mueh fer eradieatien. Well, here
is Paul. Did that man kaew anything about
the @f@§§? W@ul yel say He was a érueified
Man’3 he "was Ret, whe was? Did
he kﬁew the Lefa? And w&h 4 ihiat b aew

 the @f8§ and the Lefd, he knew that
% needed tAe €ross in Hﬁei tg Be applied
Hgahh 8n 18 gh@ end 3 He will definitely plaee
it BA F&co/RE-d— - . tRat I sHould A8t Be &xalied
VSEH]HE there Wé% V€ E8 I’H 3 HBfH !H ﬁ g

%g?g e%% ﬁ e g %
H 5@3% f@%@%‘!% gﬁgﬁe
WII% 1?2

NDJ
l-D

§E 88 § HiH gEHIFH§

(Hes
| %ﬁ;@@g el Pl

Talke all these apostles—take Peter, a man
wio would act so independently, who liked to
do things on his own and do what he wanted
to do. We find it cropping up comstantly.
He is the man who acts without stopping to
ask anybody. We have no hint that he ever
gat into fellowship with his brother disciples
and said, ‘ I am thinking of doing so and so;
I would very much like you to pray with me
about it, and to tell me what you think; I
have no intentiom of going on unless there is
one mind among us." Peter never did that
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sort of thing. He got an idea, and off he
went. The Lord summed him up very well
when He said, ‘* When thou wast yotng, thou
girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou
woulldiestt: but when thou shalt be old, theu
shalt streteh forth thy hands, and anothet shall
gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest
nat *° (John xxi.. 18). That was Peter before
the Cross was inwrougit in him. But see him
afteewards. Why, in those early chapters of
Aets, do we read '* Peter and g@hﬁ,” ‘* Petef
and John,” ' Peter and Joha "% Well, they
are Mmovimg together now, theie Is relatedness.
Is it an acknowledgment that Peter felt his
fieed of co-operation and fellowship, that he
had seen the perils and disasters - Inte whieh
independent action led him even when his ia-
tentions and motives were of the best?:- These
are just glimpses of how the Cross teuehes us
In euf impulsive, iﬁdepenel@mtt nature, eur self-
will, eur self-strength. The Cress has to deal
with all that te make thiﬁgg safe fer Geod, and
to keep us mevimg In the way ef iﬁ§f§§§iﬂ
knowledge of the Loerd whieh, as we have said,
lles behind all eur value te the Letd, all 8iif
usefulhnsss, all eur serviee.

Thee Cross Opens the Way to Full Knowledge
of the Lord

The Cross is the only way to spiritusll kinow-
ledge. Important as study of the Word of
Gad may be in its own realm as laying a
foundation for the Holy Spirit to work upon,
you never come to a knowledge of the Lord
simply by studying the Bible. The Hoely Spirit
may use what you know ef the Bible to teach
you fueh, te explain yeur ex te
enable yeu to undersiand what the Lefd Is
deing, but yeu never get this kind ef spiritual
knewledge merely by study and by teashing.

Yaou must be prepared to let the Cross be
applied to your life so that you are broken
and emptied and fairly ground to powder,
bringing you to the place where, if the Lord
does not do something, you are finished, if
that is the way you are prepared for, you will
get to know the Lord. That is the enly way.
It cannot be by addiesses of lectures. They
have their value, but yeu de net knew the
Lord spiritually along these lines.

The full knowledge of the Lord is reserved
to us who live in this dispensation, because the
latter is governed by the Cross. Peter himself
had something to say about this:—

" Con ing which salvation the propheets
sought and searched diligently, who propite-
sied of the grace that should come to you:
searching tubwat time or what manner of tiimwe
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tihe Spirit of Christ which was in thewn did
poimt umio, when it testified beforehand the
sufferimgs of Christ, and the glories tAat
should follow them. To whom it was
rwad@l, thet not unto thewsdbsass, but unto

, did they minister these tVzmgs, wiich
nmu have beem annoumosd unto you by the

Holy Spiviv sent fovik from hezwen, wiich

things angels desire to look into *' (/ Pet. i

10-12).

Thete you have two or and
angels—who did not know certain things which
are revealed to us. The pro knew a lot,
buit they were searching diligently to kmow
something they- could not discover. ‘ What
does this mean? ' they must have asked them-
selves; * tthe Spimit God s making ws say
these things, but what do they mean?’. They
sought diligently to know that which was
reserved for us. Why could they not know?
Because full knowledge is based upon the
Cross, and the Cross had not taken place then,
Amd angels too, desire to look into these
things. Can it be true? We thought angels
knew everythimg! Surely angels have far more
knowledge and intelligence than we have about
these things? They do not know. ‘“ Which
things angels desire to look into.” Why do
they not know? Angels have had no need of
the Cross; the Cross has no meaning for them

efsorial]y It is on the basis of the Cross that
?uﬂﬂ knowledge is entered inte. Does that need
any further argument?

Tire Cross Secures Positive, not only Negative,
Results

Oh, then, this is it. The Holy Spirit, in
order both to bring us to the full knowledge
of the Lord and by means of that growing
knowledge to make us useful to the Lord, must
constantly work by means of the Cross in
principle; and my closing word is this. The
wetk 15 net aHl negative; the Lord works on a
pesitive basis. Youw may think that the Lord
is always saylng No, that He is always against
yoiu, that the Cress Is suppressive; but no, it
s a pesitive instrument in the hands of the
Spirit of Ged. Geod is werking on a poesitive
line, and the faet Is that If ever the Holy
Spifit bf!ﬁgs us Inte a new knewing of the
meanin the Cross He Is after semething
mere. That jis the law ef the Spirit ef life,
Yo fAust remember that the Lerd Jesus, in
Hifs resufreetion, was net left just where He
was before. Befere He died He was en this
earth, and then He died; and the fulll statement
is ' the exeeeding greatness ef his pewer te
us-ward whe believe, aeeording te that werking
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of the strength of his might which he wrought
in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,
and made him to sit at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all " (Eph. i.. 19-21).
The resurrection carries Him through to the
“ far above all,” and the principle of resurrec-
tion is always that of rebound—we may go
down very deep, more deeply than ever we
have known before, but the Spirit ef Ged Is
intending that that shall Issue in eur bein

higher than ever before. Se de Aet be affai

when you are feeling very empty, very finished

very much at the end, Ask the Lord that i

this is truly the werking ef His Cress it shall
be suecessfull in what He intends where yeu af8
concerned; and if it is sueeesshul, yeu will Bé
oh hi%h@f gfeuﬂa aﬁ%&wafa than sver yeu have
been befere. -

The Need for a Deﬁflted'l"ramm withh thee
or

Wee have said from time to time that the
Cross does involve a crisis. For some this may
be an overwhelming experience, the biggest
thing that has happemed in your life, even
bigger than yeur conversion. It was §6-fef
some of us as we moved fromh the apprehensien
of the substitutionary aspeet ef the Cress,
where we saw enly what Christ had dene f@;
us, to the apprehension 6f eur unien with ChFist
in death, burial and resurrection. Whether Uf
Agt you "have a big erisis whieh awiaeg ?9@
life iR twe, yeu must have a peint of ¢

aetien with the Lerd Whefe yeu f@gﬁgg}% t QE
ﬁ§iV€
t8 Hi

g%

the ((Cyess is IR Prinel e an Htter
reality that, seener 9 E%f; 18 g?
earth the 1§§E ve§ﬂ E at §

the greypd BWSf
Ba\é% tis HH %f§£ m
fa%xe@ lH
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Christ and His Bride

“ Chiist .. .. .. lowsdl the churedh, awd gewe
himself up for it, that he might semctafy at,
having clesnsed it by the washing of weater
with the word, that he might present the cthurch
to himself a glorious chunchk, not having spot
oF wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should
be healy and without bleseish " (Eph. . Z527)).

THE Fatiher appointed all things for His
Sen. These *adllttiigss’' weeee tto Hee thiee
joint inheritance of His Son and His Som's
tide, the Church. That comes out very clearly
in the New Testament. That bride was in the
race of mankind, created as we are told im the
book of Genesis. - That bride would have to
be of a certain ordmrs- a certain character, a
certain kind, to be suitable to that Son. She
would have to be a. very special bride, she
would have to be made for Him most suitable,

Then we have the story of Adam and Eve,
and we know what happemedl through their
surtender to Satan. Something spinitul hap-
pened in them, a change took place in their
very nature. God had made them, firstly, for
union with Himsellff; then for commumion with
Hirnself; and then for likeness to Himsallff; and
in dependence upon Himsdlff; leading to the
last thing, absolute and implicit faith in Him.
These are the five things which charactenize the
Chureh according to God's mind—(L) union
with God, vital union, the union of one life;
(2) commumion with God, intercourse, fellow-
ship, oneness of mind; (3) likeness to God, in
His own image and after His likeness, taking
character fromn Him, He giving His ciharacter
and His natute to the Churclh; then (4) depen-
denee upen Hiim se complete that there is no
life apart frem Him. (It is one of the great
tests of marriage union—and I should sav,
taking it froth a4 man’s standpoint, a most dim-
cult ene—for a wife to be absolutely dependent
upon a man for every penny. Thete is a revolt
against that in our times: but God meant it to
be like that with His Church—just absolute
dependenee, having nothing apart from Hflim,
deawing everything froma Him.) And that
means (5) perfect faith in Him.. Theose five
things must characteiize the bride of Christ.

Now the thing that happemed when Satan
carried the day with those two changed all
that. It broke the uniom; it brought an end
to the comumumicm; it marred the likeness and
made impossible its full expression; indepen-
dence came in—for theirs was an imdependent
act: Satan had tempted them to act on their
own, without any relationship to God at all—
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and that all meant that faith in God wias
destroyed. It was something that happened in
the nature. It was not just an act, but some-
thing that entered into their very nature; and
so that is how we find the race.

Now the Lord lays His hand upon one and
another of those who are to form that bride.
He brings them to the place where they have to
make this decision and take this positiom—"1
die to all that which hapgeneelt long, long &ge;
I die to broken union, to interrupted cefm-
munion, to spoiled likeness, to all itidiependence
and unbelief. 1 repudiate it, I put it-all away.;.
I say that belongs to a creation which I .lhate,
and I want that to be done with; dead. and.
buried. In Christ union is restored, eommunion
begins again, the likeness, comforimityy to the
Son, is taken up by the Holy Spirit; I am frem
this time utterly and whelly dependent upen
the Lord, not to live unte myself but henee-
forth * unto him who for their sakes died and
rose again (I Cor. v. 15), and heneeforth my
faith is in Him®'

“ Chrnist loved the dmrdih!* and He gave
Himself, for one thing, to purchase her; for
the other thing, to effect that death of herself,
on her behalf. We cannot kill ourselves, but
the Lord Jesus has done it for us. He has
died to all that other comditiom for us, and
has risen to all this thought of Ged fer us.
So that in His death we died te all that hap-
pened in Eden, and in His resurrection we flse
te all that Ged ever intended that bride te be.
* Chiist . . . loved the ehwreh, and gave him-
self up feor it . . . that he might present the
ehufeh to himselt a glorieus ehureh, net having
spet of wrinkle of any sueh thing

That brings us to this further stage, that we
are together as the Church, as the bride, on
resurrection ground, and ours is no longer an
independent life, even as Christians. We are
dependent upon one anothet in Christ, because
Christ has commmitted Himself to the Chureh,
and we come into a greater fulfess of Christ
in a related way with one aneother than we
should if we were just isolated individuals;
we get a greatar fulmess of Christ in our fellow-
ship together. So we need the Chuirch, because
Christ comes to us in the Chureh, and this
deFeﬂdeﬂee upoen the Lord is shown by etr
spiritual dependence uponi ofie another, upen

ellewship, tpen the commmunion of the le
of Ged. 1n Christ we are ofie, providing Hum
with what the Father ever intended Him to
have=a glerleus Chureh.
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For Boys & Girls

Gospel Messages from the Antaretiic (No. XIII)

"GOtbd gave unto us eternal life, and this life

and a false one.

is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath te Aml so in that desolate spot the fight for

life; ke that hath not the Son of God hath 7l
tae Hfer’ (I Joln w. 11, 12.)
T N eur last story we were speaking about the
% ggps of the bird ealled the Emperor Penguin.
I thifk yeu will be interested to know a little
fhere abeut the habits of this bird and how she
eares fer her eggs. ] ‘
»1 expect most of you have seen either a live
penguin or a picture of one, but probably this
was" the more common variety of penguin,, a
little fellow with a blue-black coat and a white
shirt-front, whose average weight is about 16
pounds. But the Emperor is a great, dig-
nified person with long curved beak and
bright orange headwear, and weighs about 63
stones—as much as a healthy boy of about 13
years old. She does not sit upon her eggs,
as most other birds do.' She can care for
only one egg at a time, and this she ‘ nurses,’
resting the egg upon her feet and pressing
it closely to a patch of bare skin in the
lower part of her body. Youw will remember
that I told you the eggs are laid in mid-winter,
in the coldest and bleakest conditions known
anywhere on earth, and it is not surprising
that many of the eggs or the young chicks
perish. Not meore than about one egg out of
every foue laid produces a chick that comes
to fulll grewth. And because so many parents
lese their eggs, they are always eagetly
leeking areund to try and steal one from
anothet bird; and so a continual campaign
oes on throughout the colomy where they
ve. Even the most careful parent must go
dewn to the water's edge from time to time to
search for feod, and in doing so she has to
leave her egg unattended. The mement she
meves, a dozen other penguins near b{ are
ready to pounce 6n the egg and seize it for
themselves, and, when the real parent returns,
the egg has gone—either broken in the fiight
or captured by anothet owner. Most of the
parent birds have to be content in the end to
have no egg and no chick. But many of them
try to get over the disappointment in a curious
way—they nurse a lump of ice instead, shaped
roughly like a proper egg and about the same
size! Our explorers saw one bird drop an ice
egg, which was immediiately seized by another
bird but forsaken later on when a real egg
became available. It looks therefore as if the
birds know the difference between a real egg
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existence goes on, and the parent birds hope-
fully try to hatch chicks out of lumps of ice.
What a pitiful story it is! Expending labeur
and love wholly in vain! Youw may laugh at
the foolishness of it—but be quite sure that
yau are not doing the same thumg!

You know, of course, what isthe all-impor-
tant difference between the true egg and the ice
egg. The ice egg may look very much like a
real one on the outside. The penguin may
treat it just like a real one; she may think
or pretend that she is doing some good by
nursing itt; but nothing that she or anyone else
can do will ever alter the fact that it is only
a lump of dead ice, and a living chidk camnot
come out of that. But how different is the real
egg! In it is life, and, if properly cared for,
that life will grow and develop, and in due
course be seen as a living chick which, all being
well, will become a full-grown Emperor. I
is the presence of life theti makes all the dif-
ference.

Neow this matter of life is of tremendous
importance in the things of God. It is a great
mistake to think that everybody walking about
in the world to-day is ‘ alive.” They are
‘ alive * 10 us, but not necessarily to God. The
first people whom God created, Adam and Eve,
were ‘ alive ’ to Himn;; He could walk with them
and talk with them (Gen. iiii. 8), and take
delight in them (Gen. i. 28, 31). But when
they sinned (as you can read in Gen. iii) they
‘ died ' to God—that is, although their bodies
did not immediatelly become dead in the sense
in which we understand that word, a great
separation in spirit came between themselves
and God, and man became a ‘' fallen,” simful,
changed being in whom there remained no good
thing. This does not mean that God ceased
to love and to care for man, but it does mean
that He cotuld now receive nothimg from man
which could be acceptablie to Hiim. And every-
one since born of Adam's race has been born
“ dead im trespasses and sins "' (Eph. iii. L),
and no matter what anyone may do and how-
ever hard he may try, he is “ deadl ’ to God
and that is the end of the matter. He is like
an ice egg, that can never produce anything.
There is nothing possible for God under those
conditions.

But thank God there is a way of hope.
There was one Person—Jesus Christ—lbanm into
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this world Who, though very much like all
others on the outside, was neverthelkss quite
different inwardly. It soon became evident
that there was a nature and a power in Hiim
that was not in any other person on eafth.
Hijs touch, His weords, His life, aceemplished
things which no others could de. He explained
the differenee in this way—" Ye have net life
In yourselkhegs” (zlehﬁ vi.. §8); 1l am i
fesu&eetiaﬂ and the life (Jeﬁa xi. 26); 1
ath the Living ene ” %Rev 1. 1®); * the werds
that I have §p@ken 4nte yeu are spirit, and are
life . (J ahﬁ .- 1A him was 1fée”

(John 1. 4)=net §iﬁap1 the life of man but

e life of Ged lfmirmself -This is: what the
Bible ealls * eternal life 10 the. midsy of @

thing, but it is not. Much effort and enthu-
siasm and sacrifice—many meetings—much
saying of prayers and listeming to addiesses—
trying to be good, trying to be religious—and
yett it may all be dead. ‘¢ Dead works ”* the
Bible calls those painful efforts and duties
(EBtb. vi.. ). Why are they dead? Because,
for some reason or other, Jesus Christ the
Living One is not in them. Bring Him inte
them, and what a difference there will be!
Instead of merely trying to do your best fer
Gatl, open your heart anew to His Sen and
ask Him to live His own life and de His ewn
work through you. -Instead of trying te say
prayers, ask Himn to put His own deslres inte
your ' ‘heart—then"' prayer will become alivel-

world ful -of W@mHH%dyaskéh%n@yﬂ)O@ne Instead of reading the Bible as a wesry drud-

Wiko was reallly-"
was the slnless Sen of Ged, Whe had eeme
forth from God in erder te make a Wa where=
by, ether peeple, whe were * dead ' te Ged,
fmight be enabled te share His life and ihus
Beeome ‘ alive’' te God.! The ene way {8 this
was By the effering up of %ha% fel ? life of Hi%
Upen the Cress as a saerifiee for the sifs o
WL,  Thed i Hi§ f€§HEE%EH8H He Eee g
that lite ag aiﬁ ahd, Raving gene. £
B%QV?E}% H@ sent forth the Holy BRIt Ee FR
int8 men wﬁe §aw elr Heed and we
feE N@ Vel sifce tHeR, equht:
‘é‘§ {HH Hﬂi %&ﬁ 8 ‘é ave Been

iH{ 8 EHS Wﬂg ﬁﬂ%@ Qﬂé] %fﬁ
%‘é %H%gﬁ HQV% £ V@ it QQ’QEH{%E
aﬁiiy
Q BHQ F l 18%1
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I want to ask you very serlous]y—are you
like an ice egg or a real egg? Here is the way
of knowimg—" He that hath the Son hath the
life; he that hath not the Son of God hath
riot the life ™ (1 John v. 12).

Buit we must go further. You will see that*
with God, life is not just a ‘ thing '—it is a
Person: it is His Son. No one can have life
without having the Son. And if what we do
for God is to have any value in His sight it
must in some way be the expression of that
Son; otherwise all that we do will be only like
nursing an ice egg—it will bring forth mothin
for God. There is any amount of so-calle
Christian work to-day which looks like the real

é‘é w‘ﬁ?&
e CaN Fejalce

JTHeseersetwaasthaattide

"amazed hew " even the *dry”

gery, ask that Jesus Christ may .be :In-you &6
the power to tunderstand, and that'you may
find Him in every page, and you will be
pitts—llike
* Levitieus ’ and ' Proverbs "—hreome won-
derfully alive and fwill of helpfulhess. Even
your daily tasks—let the Living Ofie Inte every
part ef yeur life and yeu will be astenished
what a difference it will fiake! Everything will
live! And net enly se=yeu will be able te de
thiﬁ § you eeuld never de befere, for He will
them threugh yeu and there Is nething tee
Hafa for Hiih. The ene great rule f Paul's life
was this—'"te e te live is Christ ”* (Phil. i,
21). That means that he Rad ne interest in any-
thing iR whieh Jests Christ had ne aft He
didl het waste his tife iR any werk @S
Christ did net give him te de. He di fAet
fmake his ewn plans and then ask Ged te bless
them. He had this understanding with the
Lerd—that the Lerd shewld take eomplete
charge of ever g part ef him and shewld live
Hiss ewa life threugh Paul, eheesing fer him
where he sheuld g8 and what he shewld de.
This resulted eft@ﬂ in suffering and difficuliy
for Paul, But Ris attitude was="'1 want ev
?gf% y life te Bring ferth §amemiﬁg
@9&‘% Iﬁleagu% and therefore, whatever it
costs me, 1 want the living Lerd te live Hl§
{ife 1p me’ Paul had ne time te waste ¢
i e, b b T B
L as spen
i%% iR §8-ei§ ed Chiistian WQfK and at the
@ﬂa it will be feund te have been ﬁa@s‘ﬂy “dead
Works” beeaise Jesus Christ was net reall
the eentre and life of mest of itt; and all his
g6d intentiens will net have fmade any dif-
erence to the result. Everythimg will he digtar-
méﬁea by whether the Living One was In it of
At
Now may I ask how it is with you? If

—u.l
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you look into your own life, at all the things
you are doing, do you see any ice eggs that
have no life in them and therefore can never
produce anything for God? Are there any
patts of your life from which the Living One
{s shut eut? If so, why go on like that? Get
tid of the lce eggs! Change them for real
eggs! Even a rathet stupid Emperor seemed
> knew the difference between the two and
ehese a real egg when she had the chance.
Alfe YU Aot as wise as a penguin?

I shetld like to encourage you with one fimal
werd. A penguin's egg, when hatched, pro-
duces a penguim; and in just the same way, the
life of Jesus, .wien-developed, reprodumss the
natute of Jesus.* The young  penguins, you
remember,-ame hatched put in the coldest place
om earth; and, though many die, some of them
overcome and live. - The living Lord Jesus has

already overcome every enemy and every trial
that can ever come to Him, and now not even
death itself has any dominion over Hiim.
Those in whom He lives can also be ** more
than conquerors through him that loved us
(Rosen. wviii. 37). He can make them ‘ over-
comers.” And that is better even than being
an ‘ Emperor '! Are you one? You can be,
if you know Jesus Christ as your very life.
Lsit His life have free scope in you and evefly-
thing that God wills for you becomes possible.
The boy or girl who can most truly say * to

me to live is Christ " will certainly be the first
to reach the South Pole.
> I give my heart to Thee,

i Thy dwelling-place to be; .. "~ --

I want Thee ever in my heart, . .

: O, live. Thy life 'im me. ...-

G. P.

.

“Bethold, My Servamtt™

IL. The True Servant and the Grace of God

*“ Bebold, my servany;, whbown 1 upbald

chaser, in whom rmy soul delighteih’’
xlii. 1).
T N our previous meditatiom, when we had
* seen the passing on into the Church of the
great vocation, and were speaking about the
electing of the Church in relation to the eternal
purpase, we reminded you that, seeing that it
is the Church as the Body of Christ that is the
eternally predestined instrument for the fulfil-
ment of the pugpose of God (that very great
purpase of God being brotight theough
sovereign grace into that Church, that spiritual
Body) we are therefore individuallr in the
election to service. By our very ealling, the
great purpose becomes oufs. In Ouf Vvery
apprehending by Christ, the greatest purpese
ot all ages comes to rest upen s, we are feund
in it.

Mg
(Isa.

Tiee Purpose to be Served

Tmo things remain to be said in that par-
ticular connection before we proceed with other
matters. One is as to the purpose. What is
the purpose of the ages? Well, it is made
perfectly clear in revelation through Paul that
the purpose is to sum up all things in Cheist—
the universal fulness of God's Son, first gath-
ered into Him, and then mediated by Hiim
through all ages to come. Into that we, by
grace, are introduced. That is why we have
been brcught into the fellowship of Ged's Sen.
That is the meaning of our ever having been
saved, saved with a vast, timeless, universal
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urpose, and that becomes the service of pur
ives.

What Service Is

The second thing is just that. What is the
work of the Lord? What is Christian service
from God's standpoint? It is comtributiiyg to
the fulness of Christ. It is in the measure of
each several part ministerig to that end, that
all things shall be summed up in Christ, and
that He shall be the fulmess of all things.
That great Divine goal has many ways and
many means of attainment, and it is not a
matter of whether you of I afe serving the
Lotd in the same way as someone else. That
is not the point at all. We standandits: and
departmentaliize Christian wotk, and we think
of the activities of ministers and missionaries
and suchlike functions, and we call that the
work of the Lord, we think ef that when we
speak of going inte Christian serviee; but
while I de net say that that Is net the wetk of
the Lotd, it Is a very narrow and a very artl-
ficial way of viewing things. The wotk of the
Lotd is, and can be, no more than econtributing
to the fulirss of Christ and ministerimg of thutt
fulness to Him and from Him. How you do
it is a mattet of Divine appointment, but that
is the work of the Lord. Seo it is not neces-
sarily a mattee of whether I am in what is
called the ministry, a missionary or a Chris-
tian worker, in this particular category or that,
or whether I am serving the Lord in the way
in which certain others are seewing* Him.. That
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is quite a secondary matter. We would all like
to be doing what certain people are doing, and
doing it in the way they are doing it. You
might aspite to be an apestie Paul—probably
if you understood a little more you wotuld not!
Buit you see, whether Paul is doing it along
his Divinely appelnted life, in his Divinely
appeinted way—er Peter—oir Joht—or this one
or that ene=ihe ebjeet comes first, the way
atierward. The serviee of the Leord—what-
ever may be the means, the methed—is minis-
tering Io the fulbess of Christ, and miinisterlng
gl that fulpess.” and yeu may be*ealled upen
t»-de that awywhere. It ean be done just 46
"mieh ut 6f - publie ‘view as in publi€ view.
Many, wiko have ministered te the Lord and by
wherh- He has been ‘wenderfully ministered are
these of whem the werld ‘has heard, and ‘read
nething. This, yeu see, is a * B@d%/' matter,
and a bedy *ils nutt aelli’mfmﬁ, st All
membets aned faeulties. A bedy is
off numereus, almest esuntiess, funetiens
of them remete and very hidden, bBut il’aey all
minister in a related way te the whele puipese
fur whieh the bedy exists, and that is a true
pieture of the service of God.

So think again. While we would not put
you back from aspiring to the fullest place of
service, nor say that you are wrong in desiring
to be a missionary, to go forth into the world
in a full-time spiritual capacity, remembet that
even befote the Lord puts you into that speci-
fic work you are a minister all the same, for
' minister ' is not a name, a title, a diesigna-
tien, but a funetion; and the function is con-
teibuting something to the fulmess of Christ,
and ministerie something of that fulness.
Se it comnes baek to us as a ion—What
am I minisierimg of Christ, what am 1 contri-
buting to that ultimate fulness”» If it be by
leading the unsaved te Him, I am adding to
Christ, so to speak. That is all it means, but
that is what it means. 1 am building up Christ.
If I am enceuraging the salats, I am minis-
tering to Christ and ef Christ. That is '* my
servant . . . In whem my soul delightetin™
In whem does God delight as His servant?
These whe minister to His Sen, and that is the
beginning and the end, hewever that may be
done by Divine appointment. Having said
that, let us go on a little further with this
matter of the seruant.

Thee Beginning of Service the Servant Himself

“ Belholldl, my serwamt.’”* God calls attention
to the servant in whom His soul delighteth.
The beginning of all service in relation to God
is the servant himself. What makes a servant

is eemprised
man

of God? We think of a servant of God being
nude by academic training, Bible teaching, by
this or .that form of equipment, and we think
when we have all that, when we have been
through the course and have in our minds all
that can be imparted of that kind, we are the
Lord's servants. But that is not the way the
Lord looks at it at all.

In the first place, the Lord looks at the ser-
vant, and He is going to demand that He shall
be able Himself to point to His servant and
say, '‘BBrhold, my servamt.” I.Kkmow that
there is a right sense in which the instrument
has to be out of view, but only in one sense:
that is that he, in his own person, his own per-
sonal impression as"a man,:his ‘own impact by
nature, shall not-be the registeatiion’ made upon

‘people; ‘only in. that sense he has to be out-of
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view. Thete is anothet sense in which he has
to be very much in view. If that were not
true, all the autobiography in Paul's writings
wotuld be wromg in principle. Paul keeps him-
self, in a right sense, very much in view. He
calls attention to himself very properly and
very strongly and persistently. The Lord is
going to require that He shall be able to’say,
‘" Belhsldl, my serwamt,” and the servant to
whem He will call attention will be the servant
wito Is the impressien of Christ. Yes, Christ
reglstered, Christ presenced, Christ ent,
In the servant. The beginning ef all serviee,
I repeat, 1s the servant himself. Ged is far
fere eeneerned with having His servants Ih a
Fight state than He is with having them fuf-
nfshed with all kinds ef aeademmic qualifiea-
tiens and titles. 1t is the Man, it is the weman,
that Ged is espeerned WilH.

If you turn to the letters of Timothy, you
find there that beautiful designation of the
servant of the Lord, “ O man of God ™ (I
Tiim. vi. ii.)) Paul’'s appeal to Timothy is in
those terms. And then, speaking of the study
and knowledge of the Scriptures, he uses the
same phrase again—'" . . . that the man of God
may be cemiplete, furnished completely unto
every good weork ** (DIL. Tim. iii.07). But
nete the order—he says, ‘* that the man of
God may be . . . furnished complkstdiy * not,
that there may be a complete furnishimg to
make a man of God; the man of God
exists. Now all his study with the Word is
to make him who is the man of God an effi-
cient workmam. The man of God comes hefore
all his study. He is that before he has a
knowledge of the Scmiptures.

Yau know that ‘ man of God * was the great
designation given to some of the prophets of
old. Elijah on one occasion, having been
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hidden by God at the brook Chernitin, found the
brook to dry up; and the word of the Lord
came to him, saying, ‘* Arise, get thee to
Zarepath . . . behold, I have conmmmanded a
widow there to sustain thee ” (1 Kings xvii. 9).
Elijah went, and you remembet how he found
the feed.situation. She was gathering two
sticks to bake her last eake for her son and
herself, and then te die. But the barrel of
fheal did net fail: the Lord was faithfil to
His werd. But then, afier that, It came to
pass that the weman's sen fell slek, and so.
sere was the sielness that there was fe breath
{eft in him. The weman made her very pathetie
appeal to.the prephet. He teek the ehild u
te his ewn ehamber, and ealled upen the Lerd,
and saw-the GRIlE - ek, andl ke phecsentall
Rim- alive-te the -mether, whe said, '* New 1
knew that theu -art a man ef Ged, and that
the werd of the Lerd In thy meuth s truth. ™
What were the eredentials of his mlinistry?—
that he had the seeret of life triumphant evef
death. He had the werd ef life, and the werd
of life is net always the mere usage 6f Serip-
tdre. Yeu ean use the Seripture and it may
have ne effest at all, or yeu ean use it and it
fhay have a mighty effest. A great deal de-
pends Upen whe uSes the Seriptire. It is the
man of Ged whe ean use it in that way and
Be attested a8 fhe true servant of the Lerd.
it is {Re spirjtus] pewer of life that is In the
%ﬁﬂ at Hakes HIM (to use Paul’s werds ig
HERBEHY. ég 3ppraved servant of Ged: “ @
maf 8t 864"

* Belhsitl, my serwamt.” Do you grasp the
eint? It is with you and with me that the
E@Ed Is eencerned; it is with what we are, it
is with eur personal knowledge of Himself.
It is that we may have within us the secrets
of the Lord, that it may be true of us as it
was of the Lord Jesus and of others that the
kkey to the situation spiritually is In eur hands.
We, as Elijah, hidden away in seeret, have
Been in teueh with Ged. _There Is a baek-
gfeuﬂé-. Ged had said te Elijah, * M thy-
elf aéaa he was a leng time hidden befere
the wer ?f the Lord came, saying, " Ge
shew ?%%? . :. ) Semeene has Femarked

BVEF

that fe servant of Ged there must be
m%(ih gre 8f the hidden life than ef the
fe 1ife. Hew true that is! The Lerd will

;

ains {9 .enstfe that the seeret Mistery
the ifiEH | Ristery, of every trie servant of
His s 18 ﬁ%rb With “all the eagerness
£ %eg gt Ee 8 the werk.—and mag it fet
e R e T
Fermember Elhe %f& f mgﬁ% 8&@ §efvant, net the

service. The first thing, the beginning of all
service, is the instrument. We see that the
servant comes firstly into the Lord's view, that
He may have one to whom He may draw atten-
tion in a right way and say, ‘ Look at that
servant of Mine, and see My work, see My
grace, see My power, see the traces of My
hand." When the Lord has brought us to the
point where that is possible, then certain fea-
tures will come out.

The Marks of a True Servant
(a) Glorying in the Grace of God
The first feature of the God-approved ser-
vant, the true servant of God, is his glorying

in the gospel of .the grace of God on personal
rounds, -It is not, after all, such a;far.cry

Jrom Jsa..xhi. 11— Beiolld, my sswant—

. welll-sedivanced
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to Isa, Ixi. 1=~ The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me; because the Lord hath anointed me to
preach good tidings unto the meek;.he hath
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro-
claim liberty fio the captives, and the opening
of the prison to them that are bound; to pro-
claim the year of the Lord’s favour "—to
proclaim the year of grace. Glorying in the
gospel of the grace of God—yes, on personal
grounds.

Let us took at the letters to Timothy and
Titus. These are the letters of service, the
letters of one great servant of God to another
servant of God, one great man of God to
another man of God.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according
to the of God our Saviouy, and
Christ Jesus our hope ' (7 Tim. i. 1). That
phrase *“ God our Saviour ™ is peculiar to
these pastoral letters; you find it nowhere €lse,
and in these letters it occurs seven times. Do
you not think it is significant that, not to an
unsaved person and not to a newily converted
person, but to a servant of the Lord fairly
fully fledged (for, as you notice in the next
verses, the Apostle is saying that he left Timo-
thy at Ephesus to look aftet things; he was in
pastoral respomsithniityy, and the Ephesian re-
sponsibility turned out to be no small thing;
and similarly in the case of Titus), Paul, now
im life and service, wwites to
Timothy and to Titus in places of responsi-
bility, in this way—" God our Saviouww,” re-
peated seven times. That word Saviour was
not a word used by Paul with some extra-
ordinary new meaning im it. It was one of
the common words of everyday life among the
Greeks at that time, It was the word on the
lips of the soldier who had come back from
battle and had been delivered from being
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killed, and he said he had known salvation.
It was the word of the sailor who had been
rescued from the deep when his ship had gone
down, and he said he had been saved. It was
the word of the physician who had brought
someone back frotn a desperate illness, and he
called it their salvation. A common worde—
it 1s found in all sorts of places. Paul spoke
the eemmen language which everybody knew
and understeed; he was not embellishimg fhis
with semething prefeund, he was right there
in the simplicities—Ged WHhe has saved us, out
Savieur; the eemmen salvation.

“Afddnd Christ Jesus owur hope.” Well, that
is a beginning word for believers, for the
derowning sailor, for the soldier besieged or
encompassed,, for the invalid gripped by the
deadly fever—hope for them all. It is very
beautiful, as you follow through this letter, to
see how much Paul dwells in that realm.

“.... . according to the gospel of the glory
off the blessed God, which was cowowivied 10 »oy
trust. I thank him that enabled me, even
Christ Jesus our Lovrd, fov thai he counved me
fadtiffil), appointing me to his service; though
Y was before a blasphewnst, and a peyseculor,
and injurious: howbeit | obiainedl merey,
becawsse ]| A :it: ipvosavklyiniadbBbES axall e

race of our Lovd abounded exceedingly with
gai‘m and love which is in Christ Jesus. Faith-
il is the saying, and worihy of all acecepia-
fion, that Christ Jesus eame into the world 1o
save sinners; of whom I am elvef: howbeit for
this eadise I adranRb MGy, ARt e s ehief
might Chilst Jesus show f’@m all his k@n%
sufrering, for an ensample of them thas sould
theresfiier bebeve on Whm unio eternal life >
(T Tim. §. 11-16).

“ This is good end ecceptdidlein the sight
off God ouw Saviour; who would have all men to
be sawed, and comee to thhe knowiledpe of tiie

this glorying in the grace of God on the part
of a servant of God. Paul maintained that
glorying right to the very end, and here he is
saying to Timothy, by example as well as by
%recept, “ worriies tiienre are at

phesus, however many the problems in the
churches, however much you may be aspiring
to a higher life, however much you may feel
your owm unworthiness and weakness, never
lose your glorying in the gospel of grace.’
That is really the import of it all—to bring
Timothy back to this. ' There are many things
in yourself and in men's attitudes toward you
(they will despise your youth), in your sufffer-
ings physicallly (your oft infirmity), there are
“gitanyy of f tHinggs tto Hrifgg aa oidadd] oweer pouir
life, but never allow anything to eclipse of be-
cloud the great wonder of the grace of Ged in
salvation.’” Perhaps some of us need to recover
a little more of that.

Christ was a very great teacher, but He was
also a great preacher of the grace of God, and
here it is declared—He took up the very words
from Isa. Ixii and applied them to Hiimself at
Nazareth, declarimg that the very purpose of
Hixs commimng and of the anointimg of the Spirit
was to preach the gospel, the good fiews, to
proclaim the year of grace. [Paul was a great
teacher; next to the Lord Himself, there has
been no greater in the dispensation; but with all
that he knew, all that he was, all his profoeund
understanding of spiritual things, he main-
tained to the end his glorying in the simple
basie reality of the grace of Ged in salvatien.

I believe—and I am saying a very serious
and responsible thing when I say it—that the
Lord will allow anything rather than that we
should get away from grace. I am going to
say something now that I think may be very
terrible in your hearing; if we have got away
from grace the Lord may even allow a fall,

rrutih. For there is one God, one mediaion #lls0 and maybe a terrible fall, into sin in order to

betweon God and wen, himself man, ClWrist
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom fov all; the
testimowyy to be borne in its own times’ (.
Tigwe. ii. 3-6).

That is all glorifying in the gospel of the
grace of God—and very late on in Paul's life.
My point, while being perhaps very simple, is
a very impaorttzmt one—that nothimgy is to cast
any shadow over our glorying in the grace of
Ged ; and there are quite a lot of things that
do that, I ffidl. A lot of people become taken
up with what is called advamced truth, and
they become heavy, almost morose, they are
burdened about this great teachig%, and lose
alll their glorying in the grace of God. Nothing
should ever be allowed to bring a shadow on

bring us back in a personal way, so that on
personal grounds the supreme note in our lives
should be the grace of God. I say, He will
allew anything rather than that we should get
off the ground of the grace of God. That is
one thing He does demand, and will have—
a true, adequate, apprehension and acknow-
ledgment of the grace of God. We have fie
other ground on which to stand, from which
to move. It is all the infinite grace of God,
the mystery of His grace to us.

(b)) Hummility

Such an apprehension produces humility, and
of all the graces flowing from grace, humility
is the greatest. The opposite of humility is

21
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the greatest evil—iwt is, pride. There never
was a greater sin than pride. It brought Satan
from his high estate, and the angels that fell
with him, and it brought the whole race crash-
ing down in the awful fall. It muoessitated
God's Sen taking the lowest place, sufffening,
dying—pride brought all that tragedy about.
Hurmility 1s of geeat price in the sight of God,
and it Is a right apptehension of the grace of
God that produces humility.

(¢)) Asamrance

Grace produces assurance, and what is the
use of any servant going out to serve the Lord
wifo has not assurance? The enemy tries to
destroy -our testimony by robbimg us of our
assurance. He has destroyed many a ministry
in that way. If we really apprehend grace, it
brings great assurance. Thank God for His
gtace, grace which chose when I did not choose,
gtace which has kept when many times I would
have given up; geace that has done so much
gives me assurance that it will complete the
work., Grace started and geace will finish, and
that brings confidence. Get off the ground of
geace and you will be off the ground of assut-
ance.

(d) Joy

Amt a sufficient apprehension of the grace of
Gad brings joy, it must bring joy. If we get
away fromn the ground of works—that miser-
able ground of what we are, what we can or
cannot do—on to the ground of His mfinite,
redeeming, keeping, perfecting grace, we are
bound to get on to the ground of joy. You
eannoet explain the joy of Paul to the end on
any other ground at all. Yow take the sum of
alll his sufferings and trials and disappoint-
ments and preblems; those who owed every-
thing te him spiritually at length turning away
fromn him, the very ehurches for whieh he had
hazarded his life having no more room for Mim,
elose friends of missionary travels fersakin
hifs ; and yet full of jeg, and te the very en
off his life exherting the saints te rejoiee in
the Lord. WHy? It ean enly be beeause he
has sueh a tremendows held on severeign graee.
Graee will aeceemplish the werk, grace will
perfeet what grace begen.

Thee True Servant’s Theme and Testimony—
Grace

Arthur Porritt, the biographer of Dr.
Jowett, has a notable chapter entitled ‘“ His
Gospell” in which he seeks to analyse the
message of the great preachetr. ‘“ The supreme
note of his preachuing,™” he says, ' was the
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proclamation of the all-sufficiency of Redeem-
ing Grace in its relationship to the worst . . .
The eternal love of God was his basal doctrine
of Chmistteemipy, and he proclaimed the illimit-
able love of God with unwearied insistence.
. » . To the literature of Redeeming Grace,
Jowett made a rich contribution by his sermons
and books. It was the * big ttiems: * to whhich,
above all others, he returned again and again,
as if, of all truth, it was the one facet that
ent him. . ... To Jowett, Redeeming
Grace was the fulcrum of the evangelical mes-
sage. ‘With all my heart,” he said, ‘de I
believe that this Gospel of Redeeming Grace
is the cardinal necessity of our time.’ * [ cam-
nait do anything better than magnify the graee
of God.” * Que could peacth twenty sermons
on it.” Grace was Jowett's sovereign werd.
Hee was always probing its depitiz. to discover
some new aspect of its unsearchalk: friches.
Each discovery he heralded with satisfactiom’”

Here is a specimen of his preaching of
Grace—'* There is no word,** he once declared,
“ 1 have wrestled so much with as grace. It
is just like expressing a great American forest
by a word. No phrase can express the mean-
ing of grace. Grace is more than mercy. It
is more than tender mercy. It is more than a
multitude of tender mercies. Grace is more
than love. It is more than innocent love.
Grace is holy love, but it is hdly love in
spontaneous movement going out in eager
quest toward the unhely and the unloevely that
by the ministry of its own saeriiice it might
redeern the unholy and the unlovely into its
own strength and beauty. The grace of Ged
is holy love on the move to thee and e, and
the like of thee and me. It is Ged unmerlited,
undeserved, going out towards the ehildren of
fem, that He might win them Inte the glery
and brightiess of His ewn likeness.”

Dr. Jowett, wherever he went, drew the
multitudes. My point for the moment is this
—iff that was so, and that was his theme, it
shows what people need, it shows to what the
heart responds. There is nothing that can take
the place of the gospel of the grage of God.
If you think that when you get into * Ejgie-
sian ' realms you get on to some higher ground,
look into the Ephhesian letter and underline the
word ‘ grace,” and you will find *“ Epihesizs ™
is full of grace. ¥You cannot get away from it,
however high and far you go. Rather it is the
other way. The greater the revelation and the
more the wonder and the vastness of Divine
purpose comes to your heart, the more you go
down and worship for the grace of God. Igo
teaching ought ever to carry us away from the
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grace of God

But I did say this—the true sarvaat glorics
in the grace of God oxn personal grounds, not
as a subject, not as a theme, however entranc-
ing and wonderful; not as something in the
Bible, not as something that has worked
miracles in lives in India and in China and in
London; but as something by which he himself
is living to-day, and which 1s working wonders

in him to-day. That 1s where Paul was con- -

“I will follow thee, Lord; but ...”

“Amother said, I will follow thee, Lord, but
first . . .00 (Luke ix. 61).
THERE was a lot of ‘' following ”’ going on

just at that time. A glance at the con-
cordance will show how - often the word
““ follow ”’ occurs. In the movement, this man
made his spontaneous announcement to the
Lord. His proviso or reservation was the point
which drew forth the famous statement of
which such wide use has been made., ‘‘ No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
‘What the Lord meant by unfitness was having
a But. How many of us have been caught, or
nearly caught, in the trammels of a But! It 1s
sometimes an ‘‘ If '’ or an ‘“If only.” It
would be easy to follow or serve the Lord #f
only . .. ' Lord, #f only you would remove this
difhculty, this painful factor; if only you would
change my place or put me somewhere else; zf
only you would do this for me, or give me that;
then—well, I would do so much more for you.’

This lack of enthusiasm on the part of Christ

stantly coming in with his personal pronoun.
‘“ ] obtained mercy . . .”'; ““unto me . . . was
this grace given.”” It is right back there on
personal grounds, and the Lord will keep it
there. - Oh, do not go out with a theme; go
out as a man, a woman, who embodies the
grace of God, and is never, never tired of ex-
tolling that grace. It is the hall-mark of a

true servant of God.
T. A.-S.

over people making gestures has more in it than
the single instance indicates., In the light of
all that we now know, we can see several things.

Firstly, we cannot follow the Lord on our
own initiative, anyway. Unless there is the
dynamic imparted by His personal call, we
shall never get very far with it, There were
several instances—notably Peter’'s—of un-
solicited declarations as to following ‘Him, and
He was most discouraging in every case, -and

on one occasion at least would not allow it.

But, if the Lord calls us, it is refusing Divine
power if we do not obey. Let us not think
that we can do as we like about this, and w/hen
we like. It is His like, or it is nothing.

Then, for us to bargain with the Lord on
the matter by having a But, an If, or any kind
of a proviso, 1s to prove ourselves unfit because
we have failed to see that this matter is so
utter, so desperate, so eternally immense and
vital as to allow of no second considerations.
It 1s all 2 matter of love, not doing the Lord
a favour, or ourselves a good turn.
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The Cruss, the Clmuch, and the Kingdom

V. The Power and Challenge of the Kingdom of God

“ But 1 teM you of @ trath (A 4eM you very
definitely, emphaticdlly, positively), There are
some of them that stand here, who shall in no
wise tasie of death, 1l they see thhe kingdom
off God *' (Luke ix. 27).

‘“ The former tranttise ] madis, O Theophibas,
comaommrwyg) all that Jesus begem boith o do and
to teach, until tihe day in wiich he uasreeetivell
up, after that he had given cumvamdimwent
through the Holy Spivdr unto the aposties ioim
Jhe had chosen: to whom he also showed Wim-
self alive after his passion by raiy presfs,
appesiing wuinde thensn by the space of;afiy
days, and speaking he things conceriieg e
kingdom of God ’ (Acts i. L-9).

M HERE are some of them that stand here,

who shall in no wise taste of death, till
they see the kingdom of God.” ‘... by the
space of forty days . . . speaking the things
concerning the kingdom of God.” The theme
with which the Apostles were being occupied
by the Lord during the forty days after His
resurrection—tie theme of the risen Lord—was
the kingdom of God.

Thee Battle of Two Kingdoms in eur Lord’s
Earthly Life

. Looking back into the years of His life firom
the Jordam to the Cross, we can see that, in
Hizs own personal case during that time, the
battle of two kingdems was going on. Along
various lines and through wvarious instrumen-
talities, influemces were being brought te bear
upon Him. He was movimg within a circle of
foiees and activities the object and diiection

.alll ever the ?la@e,

of which was to get Him to have a kingdom.
At the very beginning, the conflict with the
adversary in the wilderness during the forty
days and nights headed right up to that issue.
"“ The devil . . . showeth him alll the king-
doms of the world, and the glory of them;
and he said unto him, Alll these things will 1
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me  (Matt. iv. 8-9). His own disciples were
constantly pressing upon Him with their
Messianic mentality and expectation, making
it very difficult for Him in this way—that He
knew they were as yet such children spititually
that it \A]ffluld bde ad disastief tehdisillwimﬂ t?em
teo quickly and disappoeint their exgpesigtions
and hopes. These expectations, hopes and
visions, and all that they included for these
men, were for the Lord*like barbed wire all the
time prleking Him. He could hardly say any-
thing ef a disillusisiiig character but at enee
the diseiples were offended, guestlening, threwn

even te revelt. The erewd
the hysterieal multitude, en ene eecasion wat_ﬂé
come and take Him by force and make HEIm
king, Thete s semething at werk, 666r&iRg:
He was fighting that semething all aleng, put-
tlng it baek, rejeeting, repudiating; and it
was ne easy thing. At the last, as He steed
befoie Pilate, when the aeeusation against Him
was that He sald that He was a king, Pilate
said, * Art thou the King of the Jews? ** and
Jesus said, ** My Kkingdom is mdt out fiom
this world system: if my kingdem were eut
from this world system, then weuld My sef-
vants fight . . . but new is my kingdem net
fromn hence * (John xviii. 36). It was the
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repudiation of a kingdom; whidh' meant that
inwardly He was standing for another. It was
nait the repudiation of the Kingdom. He was
fighting all the way along against a false for
a true, against a temporal for a spiritual; but
the pewers that existed were seeking to precipi-
tate this ether matter, to get Him involved in
a kingdem whieh was net His real one. You
fah easily see what an invelving it would have
Been/ Suppese He had legitilintel], agceppisil
8 kingderm sut from this system, put Himself
oh this level; well, a little theught at onee be-
## g% 'the ‘sinister nature of the pressure, the
SHEL. »-Neo, - He was -t Dcceppihpd the frame-

iw&&-.wﬁehiﬁmbaaii%@éthe kingdem ef Satan—
* ' Lok Afsusted -

tHRALIE WAL B 18, WHHHTH tHee Kihigg
_doim -gt fromm. this system Satam, the prinee of
“eiis’ werld, was established, and the Lord was
" that “at“all.’ " Theeugh -all" these

it aeeep
temptations, even theugh they might eeme

thrm%*ﬁ“ the lips and By the mistalken-zeal of
a beloved and deveted disciple of the Inner
eirele—=ne ether than Simen Peter himsrlif—He
was-adaman:. ' OR .that very matier ef His
¥ “Up e Jerusilrgn and Beifg delivered
fe the hands ef men 't Be erueified, when
the human eounsel is ** Be it far from thee,
tord: this shall hever be upte thee,” the in-
fant  rejeinder is, ‘* Get -thee Behind e,
gtam  (Matt. xvi. 21-23). He sees H§§!ﬁ_ﬂ
e%% ched 1R the %sfy su §§f%” and that is
i ti{ dom t
W%Q(H , But
Kt 8

i b

Tise Kingdom Recaptured for God Tiwough
the Cross

So to the Cross, along the line of repudiating
a kingdom after that order; and there, in the
Cross, He went behind the framework, behind
all the formh and tiee system, and dealt with the
prinee of this werll] "and cast him out. How
Hee east him eut we have been seeking to see
In_these meditations; He cast him out morally.
“Tie prince of this werld cometh: and he
hath nething in me ™ (John xiv. 30), so he s
merfally put eut. AR, easting eut the prinee
oF this werld there in the Cress, He eaptured
=let us rather say, recapturerd—te Kingdem
whieh had been Betrayed by Adam inte that
UslFper's hands;; reeaptured it as the last
Adam, the second man, the Lord from heaven;
and, Having recaptured it in and laef His Cress
a matter aBeut whieh we have yet te say mere

fese, and His theme was the kingdem o

God—the fullilment of His emphatic siatement,
‘o There are some of them that stand here, whe
sHall 17 18 W%§€ Eg?%,;s gf death, till they see
the 15}&%@8 g§od 7 T'E%éf saw it en the day
gk Pertecost; the recaptured Kingdem in the
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hands of this victorious Christ Who knew how
to refuse quick returms—a thing which we knew
very little about morally; and because He was
able to let go, He secured all.

. That is a law of tremendous value in
spiritual life—being expert in letting go. We
have seen the other one expert in laying hold—
‘T will, Twill, T will.. There again we shall
have more to say. But now"in the hands of this
One, the Kingdom recaptuted is brought in
on the day .off Pentessstf irn.the power of tihe
Holy Spirit. “ A

Tiee Spirit the Life and Power of the ;
Kingdom .- —: ¢ [./[®V
Butt note, the .point for. us isthat'it;is; a
reformed kingdom, that is,"its constitution, is.

altogether -different firom .and .other, theam, thest

which was in-the minds of ‘the  Apostles -and
was offered to Him by Satan. It is another
kind of. kingdom, essemtially, spiritual. e It
comes in by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit i8"in
charge of the Kingdom. He precipitates this
thing and He keeps the reins in His hands in
the projecting and the developing,- the expand-
ing and the establishing, of this kingdem.
Everything is spiritual, and We find therefere
that the Kingdom is, from first to last, essen-
tially an tnward thing. The Lord’s werds
about the kingdom of the heavens being within
you were very, very teuly proved en the day
of Pentecost and afterward—it was the Spirit
within that was the natufe, the ?@wef the life,
the energy and the everything ef this f@iﬂgé@fﬂ;

Thee Spontaneows Challenge of the Kingdom
of God Through the Church

If that is the course and nature of things,
what really is the heart of it all? Well, the
heart of it is this, that when fiedn the day of
Pentecost men and women went out inte -this
world in the good of what it meant that the
kinerdom of God as an actual reallty had eefme,
and that it was an inward faet, the thing whieh
characterited them was that there was, by their
verv presenee here In this werld, an impressive
and everwhalniny impaet of the kingdem of
Gud upen that ether kingdem lying behind
the framewerlk of this werld system. It just
hapbened. Theif very presence disturBed,
ehallenged gfeveked that ether kingdem, and
the faef of these twe kingdoms BejAg in sueh
deadly eppesition beeame a manifest reality
simply beeause these believers were there; and,
mark yeu—this is semething te be marked—
thelr predeminant nete In Breaching was net
the salvatien ef men from sin éwhi was the
result of something else) But 1t was EB% aBsgjute
lerdship of jesus Christ. Everywhere fhey
Bere witness te the resurrectigh 9f Jesus: and
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they procleimed Him as Lord. When it came
to dealing with exercise of heart under eenvie-
tion and with the enquiry, * What shall we deo
to be sawexkF?’ then-tthe interpretation or the
application was that this Lord is also Savieut.
Yau can be saved by Him because He is Lord.
You can be forgiven because He is Lord. Let
me -say again—it is not just because He is
officially. Lord, but because He is morally in
the pesition to forgive. Leave that again fer

a e - i s
What I . weantt to concorttrate amnd|

/ : wpom keep
to is this, thaf there needs to be recovered the

spontaneous -challenge of the kingdom of God
< inVthie,;Churcli;=20Wile ' may be. preacinimg
: gospel “off: 'salvatiom—Ikit. ho -one - think -for ‘one
: moment any, disorediiting or weakemning -of, that
Sis jintehdedAthmt * that. must. come ,out. of. the
established” lordship of Jesus-@inistt in the
preacher and in the Body representing. Christ.
It must be that®~that Jesus is Lord—nott as an
item of a creed or of doctrine, but as something
which has become an inward power. The lord-
ship off .Jesus Christ as an inward power, both
in the life and in the Chureh, has to be regis-
tered In a spiritual way, fiot first upon men.
I de net knew whether you are able to follow
further than I am saying; but why the vast
ameunt -of -the preaching of the gospel to the
unsaved witheut effect? Dees that net exer-
gise yeu, ef 1s that a guestien which ought
Aever to be ralsed? It Is true, Is It net? The
gospel 1s preached and preached and preached
ith little effeet. 1s the %aspel wealker than it
was {n these days? 1Is the Holy Spitit with-
drawn from the earth? What is the explana-
tien? 1s it that the Lerd is different, His
gegeﬁl is. different, er His Chureh Is differend?

b, 1 think it must be the last. It eannet be
the others. What is the diffierenee?

The Church is taking up something and
giving it out, very largely as objective teach-
ing; of course, knowing -something of the
blessedness of being saved, of the good and
joy of what the Lotd Jesus is in terms of salva-
tion. That is all very good, it gets so far,
buit somehow or other there is a twemendous

margin of ineffectiveness; and the reason may.

be=I put it in that way—that first of all the

e

"Heedl gixesn the diisdiplles

whelming thing, That is the meaning. It is
in -this realm that the weakness of so mueh
preaching lies. Now, we will go oen with euf
preaching of salvation, we will proceed with eur
approach to men and women about this matter
of salvatiom; we must, more than ever.. But
remember, if we come without the kingdom of
God—not as a subject but as a power coming
through us, so to speak, as from behind,
coming right through, and registering itself,
nait upon men and women in the first plaee but -«
upon those forees behind in which the.whele
world lies—we shall be largely, ineffiective. . It
is very true that no one can believe, no ene Is*
free. to, turn to the'lLandi—Hmwever much . they
may - xrave 'to- do. so—unless the ‘Lotd, does
something to release them." This strong iman”
has to have his house broken into by a stre vy
than he; and who is stronger than -hef&EMsis .
kingdom has to be raided by anothsi kingdem
greater than itself. . And so;.although the Lord
tthe splfwaee off their
activity and the commission to go out.inte it,
He said, '* But tarry ye in the eity, until ye be
clothed with power from on high ™ (Luke xxiv,
49). - *' John indeed baptized with water; but
ye shall be baptized in the H@(lj}t s_?ifit net many
days henee ”* (Aets 1. 5). * Until then, de net
attempt the commission er yeu will fail, and
the other kingdem will prevail ever you.’

You see the point for us. It all centres in
that, it is all summed up in that. What is our,
real business here? Is it to propound doctrines,
expound truths, give out volumes of interpreta-
tions of Scripture? No! Whatever place that
may have for edification, for instructiam, it
will all be unprofitable so far «@s resdl syittul
effectiveness is concerned, unless the kingdom
of God is commimg through—that is, unless
there is the -real registration of the fact that
Jesus is raised from the dead and is Lord. It
1s no use saying that, unless {Iou say it in the
power of the Holy Spirit. ‘“ No man can say,
Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit " (1 Cor.
xii. 3). That does not mean that you cannot
use the phrase ** Jesus is Lord,"” but there is
something more in saying than using words.
When God said, ‘“ Let light be,” there was
light—and that is the kind of saying that we

preaching is to men, the registration is upam' are thinking of—a saying which is a fiat, an

men, and thete is not that which comes firom
behind spontanmeously. The kingdom of God
is not something worked up, properly arranged
in addresses and sermons, it is not a theme, a
subject, but it is the mighty power of the Holy
Spitit conmmg from behind. You are there as
the Lord's witness, and there is something more
than the power of the enemy presemit; the power
of God is there too. The kingdom of God
has come. The kingdom of God is an over-

impact. One man may say, * Jesus is Lord,”
and while it is quite true, the doctrine is correct
and sound, not i%hap ens. Another man in
the power of the Holy Ghost declares the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ, and you feel somethimg;
yau are conscious of something comimg through
of God. Now, this is not the privilege only of
Aposties in the eeclesiastical or official sense.
This is for the Chureh, and you and I are the
Church in representation. Oh, that our prayer
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should be the impact of the:: Kingdom upon that
other kingdom! That is what my heart cries
for;; for prayer should not be a list of petitions,
a lot of things asked for, but there should be
something done behind .things. - Im all our
teaching, - though it may not be instantly seen,
there should nevertheless be a steady work
geing en .whieh is producing lives in the power
ef this Kifg@@ﬁn—@tﬁmﬂk becoming factors to
be reekened with by the enemy. It is the only
justification of all our teaching, that those who
Feesive It shall themselves become in turn fac-
ters which are marked by the eneny; of whom,
a5 W& have said before, the demons can say,

L8 Jesus® 1. kW, and—se and so—I- know.”’.

It ‘sught to be that we are known to the enemy

by name as ?eetple to be reckoned with, to be
takea asceunt of and.net included In the cate-
gory of these whe de net 6@Uﬂf-—” but whe
are ye? ' (Aets xix. 1¥).

The matter which occupies the risen Lord is
the kingdom of God. It is. the thing with
which He would occupy His servants. The kimg-
dom of God—not some framework of a tem-
Fefal system, but the kingdom of God—is not

werd, but in pewer; not in eating and drink-
ing but fighteaum in"the Heoly Ghest (Rom.
xiv. 17). That Is the kingdom of Gedl; and

you and 1, dear friends, are in the very happy
p@§it&@ﬂ ef belAg ineluded in that former state-
ment ef the Lerd="" There are some of them
that stand here, whe shall 1 ne wise taste of
death, till they see the kingdom of Ged.”
That Is eur privilege—to see the kingdom of
and for the kingdem 6f Ged to eome
46h Us With a sense of Divine power. That
1§ th eart 6f things. 1 have said alreadly that
all the rest we are talking abeut in these medi-
tations gathers rewnd that.

The Importance andé’ower of Letting Go to
odl

You say, *‘ Well, I believe that is true, and
all my heart responds, and 1 pray God that it
may be so where I am concerned. 1 want it
to.be, but nothing happens. Hew can it be?’
That is just what we are getting at; and I have
hinted alreadly how it cah be. It 'Is intensely

practical. When 1 said that the Lord Jesus.

was the greatest expert at letting go, 1 touched
the heart of this matter. We have said again
an@ §éf:lagaiﬁn that everything is eentred and
in the human will. Let me ask here
(thau 1 shall have te refer te it again lakr
en mafe fully), have yeu net (Faes dis-
eovered that your real pewer—the pewer wlhi@h
delivered you, the pewer whieh 1i Y@
and set you en high—eame when yed let
You were helding eh—and 1 am het say m
that yed were helding en t8 semething EB

was necessarily wromg; you were simply hold-
ing on. It may have been something given
to you by God, and your own natural posses-
siveness had got hold of it, and you were hold-
ing something of God to and for’ymurself,
and saying ‘hands off ° to everybody else.
There is no question that Isaac was given of
God to Abraham; he was a perfect miracle,
impossible tinless 'God had “egiuean Hibm. - At
then we read, ‘' God did prove Abtaham.”’
He said, *' Take now th
whom thou lovest *’ (and, He might have ga!a,
whom 1 gave thee) ‘‘. . . and-aiftsr him .
for a bufﬁtt-rﬁfféerﬂgg (G@ﬁl &&Ei 2 2
Abraham did net say, ‘ Theu gavest hi
e, de-net eoptradiet - Thysalf. aaer-t4 Eimin
away, again; Thou didst fﬁake all Thxrp;s
fhises to hang upen him; I .am ﬁ@tz
Ewe him up!™’. * He gave him 4 H@ ng
taask, got him back With a w e% iﬂ gq
whieh he beeare ! heir of the wefld "—.
that i5 the statement (Rem. Iv. 13). He has

son, thine enly sen,

T

L@E -. EH@ g ng iy %aeg w@n i aés
= %@g& mebr@ t% QQHE g
gife 2 3 1{ %é
fé:é‘%a : ?&%@

DDA

re Wi
Ie

. ' ' g
dmd

Thls is practical. I have to be quite sure
that I am not in this, that some secret ambi-
tion of mine, some motive of mine, is not at
work. Oh, how subtle are our heartis! You
and 1 perhaps are ready to be utterly for the
Lord. We mean well, and we mean it
thoroughly. We would sing rezllly with our
hearts and with our voices at full strength,
‘ None of self, and alll of Thee,” and we would
mean it, and there would be no uncertainty so
far as we are concerned. And yet God knows
that we are all the time defeated in our very
sincerity by secret motives, and nothing but a
test position can prove whether we actually
mean it. So He brings us to a test—to a

s A am,
-
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prospect, and then a disappointment. How
do we re-act? Is our sorrow, our pain, for
the Lord or. for ourselves? Are we dis-
appointed, or is it really only the Lord for
Whom we are concerned and we are not im it
at all? You see what I mean—a test situation
to find outt ‘after alll whether it is ‘ None off
self, and all of Thee." We cam never discover
it except im practical ways along the line of
very praetical testings. The Lord knows it alll
right, but it Is net enough that He knows iit.
‘You see, I erdess for us to eome im, we have
o -eome im intelligently and eo-operatively.
.. That.is the Fom\tt of. every test: The Lord-
esuld /de a thing with a stroke, it could happen
‘Tadhinically - But'we are im a moral weorld,’
and .Gedl acts towards mam on moral ground.
Main has a will that constitutes him a morally
responsible person, and so he must exercise his
will im eo-operation with God.

Yau remember »the words im Deuteronomy
viii. 2—" Thou shalt remembet alll the way
which the Lord thy Gedl hath ledl thee these-
forty years im the wilderness, that he might
humble thee, to prove thee, to know what was
in thy heart, whether thou wouldest keep fis
commandments, of Aotl!” Ouwr Version does
St convey the fwll meaning. The words as
guoted might raise a question as to whether the
Lord knews what 1s 1 our hearts witheut try-
ing us eut. We eannet have any deubis abeut
that. Ne, the real meaning is this—" that he
Might fake thee knew what was i thy heaft,
whether theu weildest keep his ments
or A&t It was pe fer 1srael to esme
o the place where they lknew their eww heaft
and repudiated what was eentrary te the he-
vealed will of Godl; and that was the battle of
the forty years. TheLord had shewn that His

purpose for them was the promised land. They
were discovemimg that im their hearts Egypt
still had a place im opposition to the land: and
the Lotd was calling upon them to recognize
what was in their hearts and to repudiate Egypt
—tepuidiate it as much im the wilderness as they
had repudiated it when they had flled from iit.
It is an inside thing. Umitil thelr hearts were
wholly toward the Jand and for. the land, the
Lotd could not get them into it. That Is where
Joshua and Caleb were—they wh@ddg fellewed
the Lord. Wiy didl the¥_ 6 Im when alll dhe
others of thelr generation failed ? Begause they.
had eempletely and. finally and utterly slaip
Egypt, net ebjeetivel Bufs»gub;eéﬂvel , and
embraced the 1and as Ged willed ™. These Males -
were- Being tested,- day afer day,-year- afier

aF,, 6 that greund—' De: yeu heally’ mean
Rat yeu want te fellew the Lerd? ™ Yousay,
Yes—but do yeu? Let us try it gutti® Thg
Lord was dejfg that, to make them kasw what
was in theif ts.

[ say, this kingdom' of Gadl within is very
practical, explaiming) the Lord’s dealings with
us. hen we recognize the laws and principliss
of that kingdom there must come the test,
when we give up our Isaac, not because we know
we are golng to get him back again but know:'
ing that perhaps the Lord will really reguire
hith of us and that he will*Aet be given baek
to us. There Is the battie and the vietory.
Nene of us has fully get there yetf, and that s
whyy the Kingdom has net fully eeme where we

are eeneerned; but inasmueh 45 we triumph HA
that matter, the Kingdom is & HHQpigh—
pewer and salvatien are sominA EE%SH ; ad
alse, believe, rest for o e’
deliveranee. The Lord shew s the meaning
off - this werd. ,

FHERISTIIAN suffering, whether, it be im the

form of persecution because/@ff.a .Christ-
like, life,*6r whether Titt comes®to usjin the™form
of the/trials andtestings which are the inatural

Qur first answer,. to.that would be that God
knows .what He.is .dqing, and it is not for us
to question His dealings with us. 2

Quir - second answer is that, all ttings being.

accompaniment .of. a .. Chrisfitlce. liffe, -such @s
illness, sorrow, or losses, is .diways wsed by & Him.¥But God is not interested im the
Godfof.Lawe to refine .our lives. Jt buras @ut of .our'work, but im the quality. *Weécimay mot
the dross, makes for huﬁfiiiiﬂy,,..pﬂﬁm and - 'be able to turn out/as much work for'ftie Lord .
creases our faith,*and aifiidiis our lives, AAid),, .~Jesus as.some otHer saintbut if the furfiace
like. the. goldsmith of eld, Ged keeps us.ih the” »of afflictiom has produced im us a .more Christ- -
smelting¥urnace untll/He .can see the ‘reflection * dilke character, the jservice *we *do“renderiss"ofe-
of . the face of the Lord Jesus im ouwr liesy far more value than the service of - theysaint
Gud s net se mueh interested im hew mw@h" vwho .does not have so much of the Lord Jesus
werk we de for Him, as He i§/ih how mueh in his life. s 2

we resemble His Sen. Semetimes we thifk that' £ The. thjrd answer is that Gadi is_building «
if Gedl woeldt/eaiporeihe present 4fHidifsh oF 3 Christiam persomality ¥or eternity,"which is far
handi ich te us Seenis ielie- g/limitaﬁeﬁ more” imparteanttto Him than the amount offs
to. ourlisefulness to Hiitn 'we eeuld €8.far ‘mere: €service one might render to Him in this briet
effiitand/wotk for I#lim. life. = NEimmEallnn g oy N

equall,*we might .be)slilte to do more work. fpr s
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Breaking the Satamic Siege

Readlinyg : Isaiad? woxivw. 13-17.

" HE promise of seeing the king in his beauty
.~ Wwas never intended to refer to, some
fystieal vision given to us in solitary and quiet
meditatien. It was especially Fellated to a fierce
Rd desperate eenfliet, a saving revelation in
the midst of terrible warfare. The context of
these verses shows that the promises were given
UFIRE “adh. swrhl I siege off Jafusdiem. - Ssen-
RacheriB had Breught his great Assyrian host
%ﬂiﬂ%‘c"ch@: Eigﬁ; {o destray 1ty Previously the
syFians - had - invaded "the land and had
Wt E’B&z’;" gf@@ﬁ-‘,d
bribed -them- v’ Jeay

oAl country;; [buit later the pledge was broken <ditpaniiig 'andtl adjustment
- Blood*ot God's dear Sefi. 5@/ AHARAFHERT

and thegf?*fenewed “the“invasion. '\Help was
sought fromm Egypt, but sought in vain, so
that at the time of this prophecy God's people
were shut up in Jetusallesn, surrounded and
hemmed in by vast hostile armies. The city
was attacked from every side, and there seemed
‘little -of no prospect of relief..

The spiritual analogy is very' clear.. For the
people of God to-day there are spiritual enemies
whieh press in on every side and threaten to
overwhelm them. For us, also, the siege is on.

A Testing Experience

Now such an experience is calculated to
discover the true state of those involved.
Under such a fiery test the sinnets in Zion were
afraid. ~Sin makes us weak in the day of
battle. If there is something wromng in our
relatienship with the Lord we shall have no
ability te stand up to the enemy. The sinners
ih Zien tremble and lose thelr strength; they
epyr, ' Whe ameng us shall dwell with the
deveuring fire ? whe ameng us shall dwell with
everlasting burpings ?° 1t Is a bad time, this
time of siege, for these whe are net right with
the Lerd.

Buit there are those in Zion who need not
fear, and it iis to them that these reassuring
promises are given. They would not repudiate
the title of sinners, for they do not claim to be
perfect. When they are searched down in the
depths of their being they, too, are convicted
of their own unworthiness. But they are walk-
ing in the light, they are proving the present
pewer ef the Bleed for clesnsing; they are
ebedlent in every matter, and that in a whole-
hearted way. They are pfaetiﬁﬁ& hely living
in every part of their llves, in walk, In speech,
in heatrt, 1n hands, in eyes and in ears. There
s ne ehanee of splfitual vietery witheut this
fundamentall henesty ef walklng In the light
with the Lord. If any ene of these members
effends there is ne rest until the matter Is eon-

30

we-him and return’ to'ttheir }

fessed, cleansed by the Blood, and adjusted.
This is not the final attainment of holiness but
is a daily proving of Christ in every matter,
and that is God'’s minimum requirement of us.
Feet, lips, hearts, hands, eyes and ears must
be in the present good of the sanctifying power
of the Cross, or these promises are not for us.
Wee shall not see the king in his beauty, but
only the ugliness of defeat. On the other-hand,
for those who walk in humble fellowship with
Gal there is no possibility of . defeat# They
will withstand the siege, will triumph in it, and
will fiimallly break it.» Thank Ged that w&):tee,
may be-found ‘among' theifil/'for there'is, instant’
e dleansiy'

_ See, then, what s prephesied. af stigh;’eveR
in the fierce challenge and -hHopeless eifeumi-
stances of this dreadful Satamiic siese;"™.
Abiding in Christ

" He shall dwell on high." - The first prorise
is one of perfect safety. He has absolute
ascendancy. There are hordes of enemies’ all
around, and many diabolicgll engines of war
are being prepared against him, but he Is abeve
it all. * He shall dwell on high.”> The plage
of his defence, his citadel, s in the reek.
Thank God that none of us need be disturbed
by the raging and futy of the eppresser. - In
Christ, praise His name, we are above it all.
They were in Jerusalsm. Nebedy eeuld take
that city by mere force. It was a high roek
fortiess, impregnable and seeure. 17 David’s
day it was still held by the Jebusites, whe had
successfully defied fer eenturies the €ORGUEFOFs
of the rest of the land. These Jebusites
boasted that anybody eceuld held Jerusalem;
soldiers were not needed, for even- the bBlin
and the lame cotild defend it." The Lord de-
livered the eity to David and his men, But it
still remained a place of defRire in the MuRi-
tion of rocks, ptoviding perfeet safety se
long as one stayed Inside if. Se ih
Isaiah xxxvi we "have the strange spee:
tacle of Rabshahieh and these preud apd
mighty Assyrians argulng persuasively with
the Jews. If they were a vast hest ahd the
Istaelites few and weak, why remenstraie and
cajole? Why net erush them. and desirey
them, why not enter and sack the eify? The
teuth of the matter is that they esuld net. S8
Rahsiaiteth came in his king’s name te reasen
with the men of Jerusallmn, seeking te deseive
them, to turn them agaimst Hezekiah and te
trick them into surrender. He ex his ewn
tactics when he urged, " Hearken fet te Heze-
kiah: for thus saith the king of Assyia,
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Make your peace with me, and come out to
me . . ; ."” (Isaiah xxxvi.. 16). That is the
object of all the enemy’s wiles, all the argu-
ments which he marshals, all the threats which
he makes, all the seductive promises which he
offers; they all have one end in view. He can-

nat .get at the people of God so long as they,

abide in the rocks, above him, so he seeks to
entice them eut of their cever. ‘* Come out to
fe ** £ if we de that we shall be beaten, for we
have fe safety apart from abiding In Christ..
‘1f we fiorsake: our. pesition of humble trust in

heist, 1f we are -meved from our attitude of

aith By fear, of the eonsequenees, of if we @re
eftieed ef o B%g@tgﬂ&-whiﬁh is net that of the
sy Ry HsIRE 0

B Jgesss - Christ, we - aies:,

o : OBt
BeuAd te be defeated.. That is why Hezekiah
greered . they peeple  fet te listen-afd net te®
answer. "~ Falth*eannet afferd te reasen with the
e
He?agy_euféa‘f%w eonsists in abiding ih Chtlst
at all times. Lt us thank Ged, then, fer the
yiet esnfidence whieh we may rightly Rave,
e O e el o Vst
e enermy %a argue Wikh us But he eshnet
GRS W B e e &
—Ls, EhHst, fat Q%B‘é% all, Q\g%lli'ﬁg iA gae Reek.

Feeding on Christ

* His bread shall be givem him;, his waters
ghall be sure.”” This second promise is a very
vital one, for the real danger in an impregnable
fortiess is that the besieged may be starved
inte submission. The enemy does more than
ferely to reason with us- to forsake our cover;
he sets te work to eut off our supplies, in an
attempt te make us so inwardly weak and
dispirited that we will surrendisr the spiritual
pesitien te him. If he cannot crush those who
are standing true te the Lord he will try to
wear thefa eut by cutting off the abundamt re-
seurees 6f Christ so that they will never reach
us. If we are to be subjected to intemse and
ptelenged spirifusl hunget and thirst we shall
never maintain our pesitien of ascenmdancy.
That Is why we are tempted to neglect our quiet
times; a stafved .Christian Is a defeatedi Chris-
tian—er seen will be. That is why it is so
@ﬁ@g to be sidetracked in the things of God,
o be unduly takea up with theories, doctrines,
contdeesides, of even work, at the expense of
true feeding upen Christ, That.is also the
teason for much of the prejudice against the
ministry of the Word, of even against the
ministers themselves; Satan is seeking to de-
prive God’s people of their spiritul resources
in Christ. - Spiritusll life and victory cannot be
.maintained by interests or activities, but only

; We must net even eensider his sugges- ¢

by full supplies of heavenly meat and drink
from Christ Himself. If we are to withstand
the enemy's assaults efffectiivelly we must enter
into the good of this further promise, ‘* His
bread shall be given himm; his watets .shall be
sure.” " Thank God thete is an abundamit sup-
ply in Christ for us all to be maintained een-
stantly in spirituasl health and vigeur. This is
more than a crisis of blessing, in a meeting or
a conference; it speaks of a personal deawing
ufpoquChfist for daily bread and fer the water
of life. -,

Hezekiah realized the supreme importancee, of
this matter of supplies.- During,the period of
respite between the first challengeand this siege
he got.lusy to ammure the weter-supplies of
Jerusalleon. . 1 He closed up and .dammed, the
normal sources which lay outside, the city, and
diverted the water throulgh’'an underground
tunnel which he had carved through the -rock.
Inside the city they prepared the pool of
Siloam, and then brought the water into it by
the underground route which was prepared for
the purpose. It was a hidden, but abiding
source of water supply which could not be tam-
pered with by the Assyrians, and was recorded
as an outstanding featuie of Hezekiah's might,
“.... . how he made the pool, and the eenduiit,
gg)gl brought water inte the eity > (2 Kings .

.What a striking symbol of the resources
which Christ has made for us—a well of water
within! Satan cannot hinder that. He may
keep the Lord’s children from hearing preach-
ing, lie may keep them from outward oppor-
tunities of fellowslmip (though we must do our
best to see that he does not), but let us remems-
ber this—he cannot cut off the inner supply;
Christ is our life. If we see that the commufl-
cation is maintained during times of pesee we
shall be ready for the siege when it €ones.
Provision has been made for the weorst possible
conditions; if only we abide in Christ we may
prove that whethet. we gather in fellowship to-
gether or whether we are set aside alefne in a
wilderness the promise is secure, ** His bread
shall be given him; his waters shall be suke’”

Seeing the Entlwamed Christ

~ Amtl next—" Thine eyes shall see the king
in his beauty.” Do not confuse this promise
with the further one—'* they shall behold a
land ‘that reacheth afar.”. It is not in the dis-
tant land that we shall see the king, but right
at our very side. It is true that we shall see
Him in the glory, but we must learn our
spiritual lesson from the actual import of the
promise as it was given through Isaiah. Jerusa-
lem's need was not of a distant king t6 be
glimpsed from afar, but of present encsurage-
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ment during their ordeal by the presence of the
‘king among them. Much as we may be en-
couraged by the prospect of one day seeing the
Lord, we both need and are offered a present
vision, ¢ We behold . . . Jesus . . . crowned
with glory and honour (Hebrews ii. 9). 'We are
not alone in the siege, for the king 1s among
" us. We do not have to imagine or wonder
‘where He is; we may see Him for ourselves.
Hezekiah, the king, was not in a distant
country, but was there in Jerusalem, moving
"about among his people. Their eyes saw him.
But they did not see him in his beauty. At
this time he was  clothed in sackcloth (Is.
~ xxxvii. 1); ‘not in regal splendour, but in the

issue. It might be helpful for us o know that
the Lord Jesus was sharing our struggles, and
fighting with us, and indeed we orten think of
Him in that way—thine eyes shall see the king
in His armour ! He has an armour and a sword ;
but we must seek the vision of faith which
beholds Him as the One who has fought the
fight, defeated the foe, and is now robed as
the mighty Congqueror. We are often so im-
pressed by the forces of evil and the intensity

.of, the battle that if we see the Lord at all we

- garb -of .contrition and -humiliation.. “The pro-

mise 1s therefore -given of a’ glorious . change
“when, . all limitation. and mourning put away,
‘the king might appear again in his true attire
—** the king in his beauty.”
the Lord in something more than sackcloth. It
is true that He bore for us the humiliation and
the shame, He was indeed humbled and broken
for us and for our $alvation. We never wish
to forget that. But when the devil is seeking
to crush and destroy us, when all the fierce
pressure of his evil assault threatens to over-
whelm us, we need to see more than that.
need to appreciate not only the shame of the
Cross but its consequent glory—the King, not
in His sackcloth but in His beauty. I can
imagine no greater encouragement to the be-
leagured Israelites than .to discover that Heze-
kiah had put off his mourning and was calmly
"seated in majesty upon his throne, as though
all were peace and prosperity. They only had
the promise that it would later be so, whereas
we have the assurance that even now this is the
case. ‘‘ He, when he had offered one sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand
of God’ (Hebrews x, 12).  Looking unto
Jesus . . . who . . . endured the cross, despis-
ing the shame, and hath sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God "’ (Hebrews xii. 2).
I suppose that when Hezekiah. was not n
sackcloth he was clothed in armour, a warrior
king, The promise, however, pointed forward
to a day when there would be no more need
for armour, and the king could resume his
peacetime splendour. It might be right for
him to be in armour then. His people were
fighting, they were all in the midst of fierce
conflict, and so it would be seemly that the
king should take his place among the soldiers
who were ready to resist the enemy. As the
battle raged and the foe resumed his attacks,
it might bring encouragement to the people to
know that their king was in the midst, sharing
their efforts and their dangers, but it would
also bring not a little anxiety as to the ultimate

We need to see-

We’

seem to see Him struggling, as it were, in our
struggles, and beset by our dangers. We are
fighting, so we imagine that the Lord is-also
having to fight te maintain His position.- In
the strain of the conflict we wonder what the
1ssue will be. So it might have been for-the
Jews to have seen Hezekiah in his fighting
apparel. . The promise offers something better
than that. Their eyes shall see a more blessed
sight than that, even the king triumphant and
assured, crowned and wearing his coronation
robes. , : '
What does this mean spiritually? It means.
that the battle 1s, in fact, over. The issue is
decided! The Lord Jesus is not fighting—
He is reigning! "The promise is that our eyes
shall see Him, not only in His hurniliation, nor
even in His conflict, but in His final triumph.
So far as He personally is concerned the matter
15 decided, and He Who is with us is found in

_all the resplendent majesty and glory of a
battle fought and won, of an issve finally and
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for ever settled, and of a throne secured. He
1s even now ‘‘ crowned with glory and honour *’
—*'* the king in his beauty.”’ Such a vision
1s essential for us to-triumph-in our own per-
sonal experiences. Real faith is needed for us
to appropriate such a promise for, as has al-
ready been pointed out, this is not a visioh
resulting from quiet and easy coaditions, but
one to be experienced in the midst of the heat
of a Satanic onslaught. Now the devil always
wants us to look away from the Lord, His
objective 1s often to get us preoccupied with
his own might and activities, as -indeed the
besieged Jews might well have been with the
hostile armies encamped 2ll around them. Their
eves must not see the foe, except as in rela-
tion to this central vision of the king in his
triumph. We cannot ignore that there is an
enemy, and that it is our duty to stand against
him; but we must beware of succumbing to his
very wiles by concentrating too much attention
on him, striving and struggling with him as
though the dispute between his throne and the
throne of Christ were not finally settled in the
Cross. OQur ‘stand’ is not for -he obtaining
of that victory, but for the assertion of it as a
fact. The greatest need, and the most impor-



Austira—%gyarks.Net - AW),’%;F

tant factor in this ev 1s to keep our e

on the glorified Lord; in the midst of pressure
and strife we must look away from that which
seems to be tthe cause of our trouble, or from
those who are making difficulties, away firom
Satan himself to the One at the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” The devil does not
greatly mind eut talking about him, nor is he

neeessarily perturbed by. eur praying abeut
Rim. What brings abeut his defeat is our
glefyiﬁ in the risen Christ, ouf joytul asser-

Blf singing

the praises of the King.ih His beauty. That
rives Rim away iR despair. The devil ean ne
mefe bear the pure a i 6f the praises
gF-the Lamp tHan we ean bear the feul atmes-
here of evil men'whe serve and wership Satan.
g-secret of -vietery, then, is te keep in view
b glerigue vl of - Chriai—" Thine eyes
shall'see the king IR his beaisy "

Claiming " the Far Distances for Christ

“ They shall behold a land that readheth
afar ' (a land of far distamces). Thoiigh the
King is to be.our first and central vision, there
is much more to be seen in the light of His
teiumph. We must look out as well as-up. The
danget is that, being shut up in the munition
of rocks and made.so conscious of the- furious
siege of -tlfre earamy, we are t® alow it
visien te become limited to the small circle in
whieh we are feund. -%efusalem’s chief fune-
tien is te be the geverning. eentre of the whole
land, and se its Inhabitants must leek 6ut to
the farthest beunds 6f that land; 1t is not
eneugh te held eur ewn, te see that the enemy
does net break inte eur ewn little fortress; eur
visien must embrace all the land, and the put-
pese ef Ged in far-reaehing distamees. he
extraerdinary aspeet of this promise is that it
speke of these vefz regiens whieh had been

evastated by the Assytians—the land ef far
distanees.. Al the promises of Ged, all the
u&g@%@ 8f God, were Baund up with: that land,
R fhe devil had wasted it ahd fereed Ged!'s
Fee le jAte the narrew eonfines of ene be-
gagured eity, threatening te everwhelm them
EVeR EB@E@ﬂ, Rel Beasting Meanwhile that all the
gst was His: Umil ¢ eg see the king in his
e Eg, that indeeq is ¢ 1 But HeW 1n the
ig%E F that ceniral visien of vistery they must
8t and elaim the whele 1and fef Ged.
1t is Aot eneugh fer the siege te be lifted; even
the far distanfes must be possessed in the name
ef the Lerd.

This is the secret of spiritual triumph—to see
a land of far distamzes im the light of a vision
of the all-conquerimg) King. When our eyes
have gazed upon Him in the glory of His uni-
versal victory we are able to look out and affirm

fﬁ  of the triumph 6f Calvary,
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that the territory around is not the amamy's

but the Lord's. By faith we claim the whole
inheritance for Him, We must not allow our-
selves to be limited to our owmn small realm, but
must have a heart for the whole purpase of God
in the earth, and a vision which enibraces Jands
of far dlistances.
The Raisimg) of the Siege

When faith adopts this attitude, and the
promise of the full expression of Calvary's
triumph is appropriated, the sequel is stattling.
‘* Thine heart shall niuse on the tervor: where
is he that counted, where is he that weighed
the ,tribute? Where is he that' counted the
towers? Thou shalt not see the fierce peeple
. woem? YO have seen wihad  wias iiisitble,
except to faith, and new you turn to that whieh
was -previoushy se- Fainﬁuﬂﬂ . Eleatr?>—and it has
disappeared. - While yeu have ‘been - eecupled
with the Lerd, and enlarging ‘your visien te
the distant ranges, the efemy has, been tef-
porarily f@f%@tt@ﬂ.- New you leek foer him, aned
whefe 1s he? The Assyrians had been §8 very
fueh in evidenee,. but werking A the greund
of His peagé%% faith Ged. has new eempletely
dispersed them” Sy

The scenes described in these verses have been
depicted in actual engravings which have been
unearthed. They represent the fall of captured
cities, with the soldiers bringing out the spoil
while scribes sit at tables to count; weigh and
record the various items. Others are ed
in surveyhng, counting the towers, etc., so that
a boastful repert may be made of the grest-
ness of the conquest. It seems that the
Assyrians were so confident of victory im this
case that they had already assembled -these
scribes, and set in motion the organization for
assessing the tribute, counting the towers, and
adding to their own fame by describing the
downtall of Jerusallem. ‘* Thine heart shall
muse on the terfer.”” The Israelites had seed
it all, and’ had trembled at the arregant een-
fidence of these fisree warriers. Alll hepe
seemed te have been lest. New they turn frem
the visien of the king and the 1and, remem-
Bering with sinking hearts what they fﬁé{ expest
te see all areuwnd, enly te diseever that the
dreaded enemy has disappeared. WWhile they
Rave Been gleFying in the Leord aRd rejsiein
gver the lahd "of far disianeRs the Assyfia
hests have melted away. Thus was the siege
breken. The Israelites did net fight; the Lefd
fought fer them. As they teek by faith the
pesitien of spiritual aseendaney, the Lord dealt
with thelr enemles, §miti%g the armies with a
terrible plague, and sending Sennacher® in
haste back te Nineveh, enly te meet his death
there. The Lord did it. They maintained
thelr faith attitude, and se net enly was the
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siege broken around Jerusalem but the whole We, too, shall look out for the dreaded hosts
land was freed and the vast hosts of Assyrians which surround us and -not -find - them. ‘- The
suffered calamitous defeat. Lord can deal with our enemies. He sent only

It is thus that the Satanic siege is broken one angel—it was enough! He needed only
‘ Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty.’’ one night! "And He has promised to make us
If God’s people will keep the risen and glori-° more than conquerors, on the same basis, if we
. fied Christ in view, and have their whole lives really lay hold by faith of this fourfold
governed by that v151on, victory is’ certain. . promise. : ' HE

e '_ Prophetlc Ministry
A VI 'The Klngdom and Entrance mto lt

fae F or t}ze;;.téat dwell in ]em.mlem, and their explanatmn Nlcodemus was a’ case in: pomt N
mler:, ‘because:they -knew him not, nor, the - We. have nothmg in the natrative to indicate
“i-woices of iithe: prophets whick are read every ! ‘“'that Nicodemus said anything:at all’ about the ',
" sabbatk; fulﬁlled _tlzem by condemmng Izm'z 7" Kingdom.. He started by saying, .* Rabbi; we -

(Acz’.s 228 2T) 3N ..+ know that thou art a.teacher come. from God..0-.
st Verilysl say zmta yau, Amang t/zem z’imt - There was nothing about the Kingdom in"that:~

are born of ‘women there hath no! arisen a' The Lord Jesus interrupted there and said,

greater than:Jokn the Baptist:. yel he that is ‘! Except one -be -born -anew,ii he: .cannot. see:
but little in the kingdom of heaven is greater the kingdom of God.”’ Evidently that was
than ke, And from:the days of Jokn the Bap- the thing that was in the mind of Nicodemus,
tist until now the kingdom of heaven sufferetk and the Lord knew it. -You see, it is-a thing

- violence; and men of violence take it by force. ftaken for granted in .the New Testament; and .

For all the prophels and the law prapkeszed although later, as we find. in the ‘book of the

wuntid Jokn. And if ye are willing 1o receive Acts and subsequently, the true heavenly ex-

it, this is Elijah, that is to come, He tha! hatk planation is given, or there ‘is some teaching
ears to hear, let him hear’’ (Mati. xi. 11-15). concerning its true meaning, the Kingdom 1s

“ The law and the ;brapéez‘.r were until Jokn: . something that is already very much in the
from that time the gospel of the kingdom of minds of the Jewish people, and of course it

God is preached, and every man entereth vio- ‘has come from the prophets. The prophets had

lently into it ' (Luke xvi. 16) a lot to say concerning the Kingdem, and some

I THINK we can recognise that the common ©f them had something very definite .to say

link between Acts xiii. 27 and Matt, xi. 2about the King. - We will not draw upon that.
13 is ** all the prophets.”’ In the one case they It is a statement which you can casily verify.
heard not the voices of the prophets; in the What did the prophets prophesv? Well, in-

" other it is sald ‘“ He that hath ears to hear, clusively, concerning the King and .the ng-
let him hear.’ : ' dom. What was the culmination of the pro-

. . phets in that comprehénsive connection? It
The Prophets Prophesied of the Kingdom 54 John the Baptist. He gathered them all
First of all, we must understand the mean- up; he was, so to speak, the inclusive prophet.
ing of this whole statement in Matt. xi—‘‘ all What was John the Baptist? Well, he was
the prophets . . . prophesied until John,”” What -the terminal point between all that had been
did they prophesy? Of course, they prophe- and that which was now going to be, between
sied many things, and an inclusive and govern- the Old Testament and the New. That is the
ing thing in their prophecies was concerning statement here—‘“ all . . . prophesied until
the coming King and the Kingdom. So much John.” Until _Tohn now—from John. What
was that true that the matter of the Kingdom~ was the message of John? Repent ye, for
is taken for granted in the New Testament. ' the kingdom of heaven is at hand *’ (Matt.
When you open the New Testament and begin ‘iii. 2). -But alongside of that, the great out-
to read in the Gospels, you find that no ex- standing note of John 1is, * Beho]d the Lamb
‘planation is given. The Kingdom is not intro- of God, that taketh away the sin of the

duced as something of which people were un- world!"”’ Those are not two different things;
aware. You find from amongst the people they are one. ‘‘ The kingdom . . . is at
those who came to the Lord Jesus and used hand "’: ‘‘ Behold, the Lamb of God '’

the very phrase, and you find the Lord Him-

self, although the matter was not mentioned The Km.gd.om Present in Christ

by some who came to Him, using the phrase What was the issue, then, from John’s time
‘ the Klngdom thhout any introduction or —the issue which sprang into new meaning,

34
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new force, because it ha me an imme
one; no longer that of prophecy but now the
issue of actuality? It was the kingdom of
heaven. ‘* The law and the prophets were until
John: from that time the gospel of the king-
duin 6f God is preached.” The prophets had
prophesied it; now it is preached as having
eee and having eome with '* the Lamb of
Guld. that taketh away/the sin ef the werld.”
* . What, then, is the kingdem ef heaven? We
-have just led 4p to this siep by step, and when
i EB&; Aal guestieh we shall see elear!
2tV was gewl'!
fEh  HeVer * saw,’
ropRets week By weekd..= .. ...

LAVYA)

Ty am -going- o, press. the challenge, of - this

that ever, the kingdom of heaven should have

sh Fulers and dwellers in
theugh they*heard the
P I

“again. T fissll thut iteim . werpy sl tHing

Volume, 2/ - Searchable
tory ! ‘zgoul'%xouse Q eft unto you desolate *'

(Matt, xxiii. 38). Was there ever a story of
more awful desolation than the story of the
Jews since then? But, even so, that is only a
parable of desolation, something here on this
earth. 'What must desolation in the spiritual
and eternal sense mean—forsalem of God, and
knowing it? It is a solemn message) and of
course it paves the way to this other part, the
" visleewt” entering inte the Kingdem. This
is something to-take serlously, semething abeut
‘é’%}eh aﬁ;;eu eannot afferd te be eareless ef ifin
: l ﬁ e

What is the Kingdom? ,The answer to that
can be given in three or four quite brief state-
ments*; What did the kingdom off heaven prove
to be?. ; freppdidiate that systemi. of -terpreta-
tion which; claims that a literal, earthlyj -tem-

come rreeat; 6o azryyores <~ O6au seep, thee Llopdd igsv poral ‘kingdom was offered 0" tise . Jews Eat this

going evemtually to judge everyome on their
opportunity. -- .oppaitumityy has been given
—and contact is opportumiyy.. The very avail-
ability of the Kingdom is opporttemityy.. What
is done with opportunity? The Lord Jesus
walked in the midst of this nation three and
a half years. - His very presence among them
was their. o ity, and what.a terrible,
tetrrible consequence followed their failure to
fake good their opportunity ! Now there may
be someene In this category who reads these
werds. Theough reading them, if never before
(surely we eould hardly say that), there has
Been available te }reu the goespel of Jesus Christ,
the knewledge of the faet of the Lord Jesus
and His Cress. To have ever had that within
your reaeh 18 eﬁau%h_ te seftle your eternal
destiny. Of eeurse, this was very much more
ih the ease of these peeple, and their condem-
patien was e mueh the mere. But the prin-
eiple is this, that, if the kinpdem of heaven
{s eeme near—wikthii the eempass and range of
ur ik, te yeur knewledge—that Is the
reAd uypen whieh yeur eternal destiny ma
¢ settled. The prophets prophesied in thelr
H%ﬁﬂﬂﬂ%; and yet beeause of semething In their
8Wh Hakeup, beeause ef seme feaetlen frem
EB%EH BIVes, Ehe fulers and the peeple never
eatd What they were hearing; they never
f%&@%ﬂﬁs,ea_ that Here was semething whieh had
%%& implications, and that they must find out
at these imphcations really were. They did
g@t take the attitude, *1f there is semethin
efe Whieh eeneerns e, I must knew what it
8.’ Yeou eeuld hardly ask fer less than that,
eould you? and the very absenee of that kind
of reaétion te the presenece of the gospel, as
I have sald, maz@be the greund upon which
judgment will take plaee. It did In their case,
and’ 2 terriblle judament it was! What a judg-
ment, these twe theusand yeats of Jewish his-

time. T do not tadlieve it. It would have been
.a-poor sort of thing for the people .of. whom
we read in the Gospels to have had the king-
dom in their hamds—mot much glory o satis-
faction to God in them! Look at Palestine
today, and see what kind of kingdem it weuld
be in the hands of those people! - What Is pes-
sible for the world when that kind ef ‘thing
gets the kingdom? I repudiate that interpre-
tation of a temporal kingdem belng effered te
Israel by Jesus at -that time. WHhat did the'
kingdom of heaven whieh was preached in the
days of John the Baptist prove te be and tg
mean, as the Lord Jesus interpreted i, and
later the Apostles?

What the Kingdom is—(a) A New Life

First of all, the kingdom of heaven was a
new life, altogether other than that which men
knew anything about in all their history from
Adam onward. That is what the Lord meant
in His own first refernne to the Kingdom when
speaking to a soul about that soul's need.
“ Except one be born anew, he eannet see the
kingdom of God,” because it is another life
that has to come in as by a birth. It s et just
the energising of an old life. It is net just
the swimgim® over of an old life inte new iAter-
ests, turplng froth one line of Interest to
anether, froth ene system of oeeupation te
anether; enee you were all eut fof the werld,
and new with the same life and interest
are all eut for Christiatityy,. Ne, it is anether,
different life, a life that Hever was, given frem
Ged Himself. The very essenee of the Kiﬁ%é
doin 6f heaven Is that it is a heavenly Aatd
{h a heavenly life, given as a distinet gift at

. @ ersis. Anether life2that is the KiAgdem,

to begin with.



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 27 - Searchable

(b)) A New Relationship

It is g new relationship, a relationship with
Getl which is not simply that now we become
|nterested in God—that God becomes an object
of eur censideration and we swing over from
ene state of relationship to another because now
we have ‘taken up Christiamitty. No, it is a
relatienship which is that of this very life itself,
Bringing with it an altogether new and.different
eensEioUsness, so far as our relationship to God
is eoneerned;" The gteat truth of the Gospels,
espeeially as emphasized in the Gospel by John,,
is *tHai1 8, new . revellstion” of: relationship -witth
GeAriagié ckones: by-§esss . Christt: .. *TI muarii-
fested|” tnyt; name;vunto .the men whom" thou
gayest._me.out of:-the world ’*; (John "xvii/- 6).

That neme; off wiich. ¥He-is always: speaking; -

represented] a new relkticonshipp)FRthher";
nait. in. the:sense of .that general and universal
fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man,
buit a specific, new relationship which comes
only by the entering in of the Holy Spirit into
the ‘life as a definite, crisic act. 2 “ God sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abba, Fatther ** (Gal. iv. 6). When did
that happem with you? What was the very
first lisp of your new life? ‘“‘Fadtiesr!! —
uttered out of a new consciousness. Not God
afar off, unthinkable, all-terrible, of = Whom
you are afraid; no, “ Father!  “BRom of
the Spirit,” an entirely new relationship.

(@) A New Constitution

Then the kingdom of heaven is a new con-
stitution. .I am not thinking now of a set of
laws and regulations; but of a new constitution
so far a3 you and I are conered—annsitituted
anew, With an entirely new set of capacities
whieh make possible things which were never
pessible befote. It ought to be recognised—
and I weould have all of you lay it to heart
anew—that the child of God, the member of
the kingdem of heaven, is the embodiment of
a miracle, which means that there are super-
natural pessibilities and - capacities in every
sueh enel What tremendeus things go en in
the histery of a child of God, which, when we*
see fully and clearly at last, we shall recognise
to have been nothing less than Divine miracles
again and again! We do not know all the
forces which are bent upon the destruction of
a child of God, and how much his preserving
through to the end represents an exercise of the
almighty power of God. -Some of us know a
little abeut -that—that eur very survival Is be-
cause God has exercised power ever other
immense hostile powers, and that we are kept
by the power of God; and it takes the pewer
of God to keep us!

The inception of the life of the child of
Gad is a miracle. How can a man be born
again? There is no answer to that question
except that God does it. ‘“ How can this man
give us his flesh to eat? ** (John vi.. 52), That
is, how can the child of God be supported
throughout, without anything here te help, to
succour, to nourish? Thete 1s ne answer to
that either, except that God dees It; and if He
does not, the child of God, beeause 6f the extra
forees centred upon him of her for destruetien
will gimpl?r ga undef.” The é@ﬁ%ﬁiﬁiéﬂ@ﬂ*@f
the life ef the ehild of Ged will be egually, a
firaele. .« Ry Ak ¥ RaH AR ? Al With
what manner.of bedy de t.hem? (I C8f.
%v:39)- + THe-answer - 1o that i the~same—
Gl alore’ is geing te-de if. ' - ALTERESE:

The .whole muitter is a miracle /fiiom*“ssaatt to
finish. It is a new* constitutiom having ‘m’ it
possibilities and capacities which are alto-
gether above and beyond the highest-level of
human abilities, that is, above and over the
whole kingdom of earth and natute. - "= :

A (d) A New Voeation .- e

Further, it is a new vocation. . It is some-
thing for'which to live, something in'which to
serve, something to bring into operation. It
*Haeaness tihe andl tihe meeans off A mew
life ministry and puepose. The very conscious-
ness of a teuly bern-again ehild ef Ged ls like
this—" New I kaow why 1 am alive! 1 have
been wendering all aleng why 1 was bern, and
[ have grumbled abeut it and felt I was hardly
done by iﬁ'beiﬁ? brought inte this werld with-'
ouit being censtlted as te whether I wanted te
come; but now I see there ls seme puxm 13}
it; I have semething te live fer! '’ ),
Bern-again ehild of Ged gees off and iells
peeple that, afier all, it is werth BeiRg alive.
He has discovered bBehind everything else, that
whieh Has Divine intent and mesping, aAd
Whieh never eame iR 8s an aetive tHIRE AL
he was Berfl anew and entered jAte fhe King:
dom. The kingdem of Heaven 18 3 HeW VAEa-
fi R; & ReW seHse ﬁf lite HEB%%%. tt gives 18
Ife 2 MEARING. at s the KIRgHBH:

Is that not altogether a different idea from
that which would make the Kingdom a place
with  certain laws and regulations—‘ You
must ' and ‘ You must not '—something ob-
jective? ‘“ The kingdom of God is within
yaou ** (Luke xvii. 21), and it is after this kind,

(e) A New Gravitation—
to Heaven, not Earth
It is moreover something from abowve, - and
that surely implies that it is tramseendhnit in

every way. It is something that lives, and it
brings life up on to a higher level.. That/is,,if
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the new life comes from above, from heaven,
it will always gravitate back to its source, and
if this new life works in us,-it will be lkfftin

us, pulling us upward to God. It will so wert

that we shall feel first of all that this werld
is Aot eur heme. - It was our home; everything
for us was here until that happened; we saw
Rething beyend.. New we do not belong to it,
we beleng semewhere else; and in some strange
WAy we are steadily mevimg further and further
away from this earth. We find that we become
less somfertable here every day. Yeu are in
the Kingdem If yeu have semething like that
experience. - 1f yoeu ean be comfortable and
Rappy and eentent to g6 on here you ought to
fave grave .deubts as to where you are'regard-
- ing the Kingdem. But if you are increasingly
goniseious that the distamce is growimg inwardly

between you and all that is here, then the King-'

dom is tfrully 8 werlk, the kKingdorm of Heaven
has come.

Thet' Kingdom- Come but also Coming

Now, another thing; the Kingdom has come,
butt it is always commimg. We have entered,
buit we ought to be always entering. There
is a little word at the end of the letter to the
Hebrews—'* Wherefote, receivimng -a kingdom
that cannot -be shakem . . .”. (Heb. xiil.28).
Thehliteral tense there ‘i§;!-“' Wherefe;(e, gbgiﬁg
in the course or process of receiving a kingdem
that cannot be shakem . . .” It has come, but
it is commmg; and it is at that peint that I
think we all need to recoghnike a difference, to
diseriminate between two things—iriveeh eon-
versien and salvation. Have yeu ever fhade
that distinetion? There is all the differenee
between eonversien and salvatien. Cenversien
Is a erisls, semething that happens perhaps
suddenly, in a mement, and Is done. Salva-
tioh ? That is something that has commensadl;
and you find the New Testament § abeut
" recsiviy the end of yeuf falth, even the
salvatien ef. youf seuls ° (1.. Pet. 1. §), thus
Indleating that salvatien is still future. Sethe

@6%19 have built a false deetrine upen this
aching that yeu eannet knew yeu are save
until yeu are at the end, beeause it is speken
off in the futuke tense. But we are saved, and
we are "Hdig- saanetl. THEG
Kingdoem by eenversien, but salvatien is a faf
F[’%& thing,than eenversien. OR, salvatien
& a vast thing, and 1s efly another werd ferf
the Klngdem—the Kingdom ecommg all the
time, A spiritugll babe Whe has {%ﬁ. teeelved
Divine life has net get everything, exsegt
potentially. It has eonversien, it has new birth.
Would you say thai a little babe has every-
thinlg it is intended te have? Potentiglly, in
tite life, all is there. But hew mueh meore there

Hiane eitiaied] tHe

is to be known of what that life carries with it
and implies and will lead to, and of all the
capacities that aire there! -That is the differ-
ence between conversion and salvation. The
Kingdom is a vast kingdom—" His kingdem
is an everlasting kingdom ** (Dan: iv. 3). * Of
the increase of his* government . .;. there shall
be no end ™ (Isa. ix.'7). ‘ No end’ simply
means eternally expansive. Can you make just
a ‘geographical matter of that? Surely net.
It must be spiritual—the vast inexhaustible
resources of God for His own people. 1t will
take eternity to- know -and explere alll -these
resources, the dimensions of His kingdom.

. .The Kingdom Suffers Violence

-Now then/ having in that very imperfect way
presentedl what the prophets were-tallkimg about
and what, you and 1 have come ‘into touch with;
see what can be missed.- Let us look at these
other wordks— . TWie law and the ets
Berecuurdi| ] ddin-, fHoom tkhav e e Macggoget] off
the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man endenath sédtenatyy wrw it " (Lake 204, 169).
““ From*tiedieps ot [bohn 1fve Bagptis il moaw
the kingdom of hesven suffereih violence, and
mem -of violence take it by fovrce ' (Matt. xi.
12). It " suffereth violence.”” That does not
simply mean that it permits of vielenee. It
teally means that-it calls for vielence, and it
is men of violence that take it by forece. » Luke
puts it '* entereth violemtlly.” Here is the spirit
of citizenship in that kingdems—"by foree’”
Why? This is niet merely an appeal to be in
earnest—ithiugh it ecertainly Ineludes that,
seeing what a tremendous thing this kingdem
is, and what an immense less will be sufffered
if we de net take it serieusly. But yeu see,
the Lord Jesus is speaklng as in the midst of
things whieh are constantly eppesing. There
{s a8 whele erganised system, expressing tret
mendenus prejudiee, ' He -sald te them en ene
86€asien, - '* ' Wee unte yeu, seribes and -Phaki-
§68s, Hypeerites! beeause ye shut the kingdom
8k heaven against mem: fef ye enter Aet A
yeurselves, neither suffer ye them that are entef-
ipg 1A t8 erveer” (Matt. xxdiii. 8). Theee Is
evérything, from devil and men, to ebstruet;
to, enter In reguires vielenee. 1f .yeu ean be
hindered, yeu will be hindered. 1f yeu are
gelng te be ea%y=%eiﬁg,, you will give te antage-
fistie forees all the greund that they want te
pyt you eut.- That Is why 1 peinted eut that
it is'met efly a enee-fer-all entering inte the
Kingdem, but it Is a contlnueus entefing. The
Kingdom is so much bigger than eenversien.
If yeu are going to be saved at all, yeu will
have to mean business for that. Yeow will have
to make it a desperate matter, because there
will be everything to step yoeu. Buf the King-
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glein means a very great deal more than merel
efting into it, more than being .
purpose of

is a great deal more in the
Gud for ouf lives than ever we have ima%ined,
and if we are to enter into that, violence has to
characteiipe us. .We must desperatilly mean
business and eome to the place where we say,
terd, I am set upon all that Thou dost mean
and want; net what I see, but what Thou dost
FEaR i Chyist, + 1 am set upon that, arid I am
Ayt 98iRS t8 allew ether peeple’s prejudies or
SHSPTEIQRS OF eritieisms te get in my way; I am
' 8{%% E? allew any man-made system to
[ HE; 1 8 geiﬁg fight en with Thee for
4%1 gse. ' 1 am geing te de.violence
%%* V%V fx%;‘é gt weuld %et i the way.’ It
calls gt vioIkRee, and we have te do a let of
VIB1EHEE 8%@%'&” that Ged wills 'for wuss . @h,
¥ 3sily fany lives are side-tracked, simply
gcayse they are net desperate ensugh! Th

gie eaght gi things whieh limit—things whie
fﬂ%@% g%e that niay have semething ef Ged

i’ Which Home the less are limiting

jngs, 3Ad de net represent a wide epen way
-l God's Puf ose.  The ealy way fof us te
£0me 1REQ alf that the Lord Mmeans—hik enly
Whal W 'HQV% SEER BUE Inf9- all that Hie has
Hlﬁi%%% —I% g B8 8§§%B taie, men of vislenee;

i 8{1%{ Bevuever ﬂ%e T Q’Méﬁ?n%%’?f

&
; 18 8 stah
Way,. 1 am BGiAD 6A Wi g%é.--‘ . that
% ifign Eﬂﬂg&l‘é 859’ and %H W!lﬁg\ﬁg that
Heets y8H A tHat grouRd.

No men—not even Paul himself—knew all
that they were going to know. Paul was con-
stantly getting fuller unveilings of that unto
which he was called. He received something
faiely strong and rich at the beginmimg; then
later’ he was shown unspeakable things (11l Quor.
xii. 4). He was.growing in apprehension. But
why 7 Because he was a man of violence. God
meets us like that. ' With the froward thou
wilt- shew thyself frowaed ™ (Psa. xwiii. 26,
A.V.). That, In principle, means that God will
be te yeu what you are to Him. He will mean
business If you mean business. There is a vast
ameunt in the Kingdom that we have never
suspected—do believe that. There is more for
all of us to know tham anybody on this earth
knews—far more than the very greatest.saints,
the mest advameed Christians, know of the
putpose of God. Paul intimates that.  In his

Philippian letter he makes it clear that, even
at the end of his life, he has yet to apprehend,
he needs still to know. . ** That I may know
.« « " (Phil, iiij.1@). There is far more to
know. Do you believe that? Are you going
to allow your life simply to be boxed up within
the measure that you know, or within the
measure of other people? No—it is the measure
of Christ that is God's end. ™ .. ... till we all
attain unto the unity of the faith, and ef the
knowledge of the Son of Ged, unte a full:
grown man, unto the measure of the stature QF
the - fulness of Chwmikst” (Eph. lv. 13). " Ne
movement, no society, no evangelieal Srgamina-
tion, no chureh on this earth has eeme 8 that
yat, but that is the ebjeetive in view. ' -Buf f*
tell . you' that Ged requires, in erder 8™ BFiAg/
us to.fulmess, that we. be men of vislence, (B
we really mean business that we say . {9 ev&hyy
thing that gets |n the way—and eH; the gﬁ,:
sible velees, whieh Revertheless are “subil éﬂ-
fluenced by prejudices’— SainH they g;
[ am geing en with Ged, I am geing {8 allgw
nething te stand in the way.’

“ The gospel of the kingdom is presatieel)’”
€an you imagine those Judaiisers speaking t

the people about Jesus? ‘ Be careful, mind
yon don't get caught; our advice to you is te
steer clear of that, don't get into too close
touch with Him!' Alll that was going of.
Paul was up against it all the time, He was
tracked down throughout all his jeurheys By
these very people who, following 6n his hesls,
said, ‘ Be careful, it is d us!t ' The
Lord Himself experienced.the same kind of
thln 7 a[}d He said—"* the kiﬁgﬁ@ﬁi NI §ﬁlf:
fereth violemme™ It calls for vislkaoeeyou
will not get in to begin with, and yeu will
certainly not get in in growimg fulhess, unless
you are one of those people wWho de viglenee
to everything that stands in the way ef Ged's
full purpose as revealed in Christ. Yeuw will
nait even know what that pukpese Is, Ged will
nait be able to reveal to you the next part of it

unless He finds that youl are ore afies this king
—entering in violently, Atke you like that?
Well, there is everything to be lost if we are
passive; there is everyfhing te be gained Hf
we mean business. The Lord make us men and
women like that, lest we be Aumbered ameng
those of whom it is.sald that they ' have ears
to hear, and hear not * (Ezek. xii. 2).

T.A.-S.
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Gospel Messages from the Antarctic (No. XIV)

** Power belongeth unto God '’ (Psalm lxii.

1), )
‘ )“_T hanks be to God, which giveth us the

e wictory through our Lord Jesus Christ’’ (I Cor.

0. 57). T
NE of the most thrilling incidents recorded

in our book.concerns Capt. Scott’s ship

away, and we knew that in an hour or two not
a vestige of it would be left and that the open
sea would be lapping on the black rocks below
us.’ s o L

Can you imagine the .excitement and the
relief ? ‘The ship had been like a city besieged
by an army. There Was no way out until the

surrounding ice had been broken. . Man's
_utmost strength proved pitifully unequal to the
‘task; but to the power of God working through
nature there was no difficulty at ‘all. "¢ The’
things * which are impossible with: men -are -

the *‘ Discovery *’ which he used-on his first

* visit to the Antarctic.. ‘At one period the sea

" in which the ship was anchored became frozen .
".I"and continued.so for many months, so that.the
_i=Discovery . remained there, fixed immovably _. s " wh e
" in very thick ice.- It was anticipated that with - possible with God *’.(Luke xviii, .27). :7.
.- the.return_ of. warmer. weather the ice would ...._.We often find ourselves in a"similar position
= *break up and’ the ship would ‘be set free, but *of difficulty.- Our -* ship ’ becomes- frozen in,
for ‘some unexplained reason this did not. through circumstances. arising which. make it

- . happen, - and :the ..ship .remained. imprisoned. . impossible for us to.do even what we believe .
- This continued for so long that the position God wants us to do. It sometimes seems as if -

of the whole expedition became very serious.

Everything was attempted that offered any

"- hope .of release. = Twenty miles of ice lay
between the ship and the open sea. A vain
attempt was made to saw a channel from-a

the circumstances have acquired an uncanny
wisdom—as if things and events, -which in
themselves certainly have ne power to think and-

to plan, have suddenly become- capable .of

half-way point. Explosions in the ice were

tried, but with no result. The explorers almost
_ despaired of freedom. But one day there came
a change in the situation. A shout from one
of the men brought all the rest racing from

their hut to the slopes above the bay where .

the ship was lying. This is how Capt, Scott
described the scene:— .
. * The ice was breaking up right across the
Strait, and with a rapidity which we had not
thought possible. No sooner was one great ice
floe borne away than a dark streak cut its way
into the solid sheet that remained, and carved
out another, to feed the broad stream of pack
ice which was hurrying away towards the open
sea, I have never witnessed a more impressive
sight. The wind had fallen to a dead calm,
and not a sound disturbed the peaceful stillness
about us. Yet-in the midst of this peaceful
silence was an-awful, unseen agency rending
that great ice-sheet as though it had been
naught but the thinnest paper. We knew well
by this time the nature of our prison bars; we
had not plodded again and again over those
long dreary miles of ice and spow without
realizing the formidable strength of the great
barrier which held us bound; we knew that the
heaviest battleship would have shattered itself
ineffectually against it, and we had seen a
million-ton iceberg brought to rest at its edge.
For weeks we had been struggling with this
mighty obstacle; but now without a word,
without an effort on our part, it was all melting

36

planning and scheming, and are working
together with the one purpose of hedging us
in so that we cannot move. And that 1s often
truer ‘than we might suppose; there frequently
25 such a plan in operation, and a clever mind
and powerful hand at work upon our. circum-
stances, with the very object of hindering us.
The mind and hand belong to Satan. He uses
events and things in the world . to hinder the
work of God and to hold in captivity those who
seek to serve GGod. His grip upon a human
life is first known .when the person concerned
seeks to escape from the bonidage of sin. How
strong are Satan’s chains ! how great and thick
the doors and bars of the prison in. which he
holds the sinner! how thick and unbreakable
1s the ‘ice ’! No amount of human effort can
ever set free from such captivity; it will fail as
completely as the efforts of the explorers to free
their ship. A greater power is needed—and,
praise-God, it is available through Jesus Christ.

But even when we have found deliverance
from the power of sin we are by no means at
the end of these ‘ besiegings '—rather the con-
trary. Satan will do his utmost to keep us
shut in so that we cannot do the will of God.
Qur ship is frozen in again and again! Un-
fortunately, at such times we often fail to
understand what is happening, and we set
about trying by our own efforts to break the
ice. Perhaps in our case the ice consists of an
awkward person who will not allow us to do
what we feel God wants us to do, and we try
to persuade him to change his mind—and he
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will not. Perhaps some circumstance has arisen
that blocks our path, and we try to alter it—
and cannot. Perhaps it is some duty that falls
to us just at a critical moment and threatens to
prevent us from going somewhere that the Lord
wants us to go, and we try to put the duty oh
to someone else—and can. find nobody to take
it. Perhaps s eommen a thing as a change of
weather threatens te hinder the werk of God;

efhaps slekness arises; perhaps. we suddenly
gel teg tired to de what.we are sure Ged wants
Us -te de..  OR, there may -be ‘many different
things that ' freeze eur <Hip inte the lee ' and
make it impessible for us t6 meve her. What

are we o @? : Try and saw threugh the twenty .

{les of:-166? 2 Tty and. blew heles in it wit
the peor weal ‘exploesiens of eur ewn eftyis?
Wee -shall make ne progress that .. Viee. Reed
anether kind ef pewer altogether—ihe pewer of
GoH. Yeu may like te knew that in the New
Testament (whieh was writien efiginally in the
Greek language) the Greels werd Wsed 18
deseribe that pewer is duwnamis, frem WhIEh.
eomes our English werd *dynamite’ aF
BS%%E' ts have Ged's dyhami 2 gt werk than
The Bible contains many stories that show
us the power of God -im action, breaking in
pieces the doors of brass; and cutting in sunder
the bars of iron (Isaiah xlw. 2). . At the Red
Sea the children of Israel were shut in between
the sea and the Egyptian army, and could do
nothing to free themselves.” Moses said to
them ™ Fear ye not, stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, whieh he will work foer
you to-dhay’ (Ex. xiv. 13). .And by Ged's
power the waters of the sea were divided and
the way of escape made. At Jerusalkm, when
Jehoshaphat and his people were threatened by
overwhehlming hosts of their enemies and had
to say ‘* we have no might .. . *nelther knew
we what to.de,” Ged's e te them was,
™ Ye shall not need to fight . . . stand ye still,
and see the salvatien ef the Lord with yey ™
(LI Chren. »x. 12, 17);.and the mighty pewer
of Ged destreyed the enemies, and His pesple
were freed. Agaihn at Jerusalkm, when Heszekiah
and his peeple were Besieged ‘by the Assyrians
and eeuld de nething te release themselves,
they eried to the Lotrd te. deljver them, and His
answer was,. " Be net afraid . . . of the king
of Assyria . . . He shall return unte his ewn
land . . . for*1.will defend. this elty te save
it .. .” (Isalah xxxvil. 7, 35).- And without'
Hezekigh's army delng anything whatever,
without a seund and with the greatest ease, the
‘ice’ was.broken up and disappeared ! We
read (verse 36), ‘* the angel.of the Lord went
forth, and smet in the camp of the Assyrians
185,000. So. Sennacheriy king ef Assyfia

departed . . .." What a simple solution of an

* impossible * problem! Truly there is nothi
too hard for the Lord! ]\%' years 13'32?’:
Peter was shut up im prisom, chained to the

soldiers that guarded him. His friends out-
side lon%ed for his release but what power had
they to break up the ‘ ice ' that held him fast ?
It was another ‘ impossible ' ‘situation. So they
praved. And that very night Peter was set firee
by an angel, the gates of the prison opened of
their own accord, and he: found himself at
liberty. The ' ice ' had melted and the * ship;*

was released, and nobody but God had dene

anything—except by prayer! (Aets xii.. 1-1§).

Hopw easy for
meH! . ¢ o .

1

4

(}od, bu\t hew*' impessible Ife:f,%;}.

Now let us specially note some matiersd: ésisy

--J.:< How does God show"His powar

" Generzllly in a way that does ndf appear veryy—

wonderful or sensational,
happen.’
change his mind; the difficult circumstance

mav just disaDpear; some unexpected firiend

* Things - * jjust.

may turn up just at the critical moment arid ,.

relieve us of that awkward duty; the threaten-
Ing ehange of weather may not take place; the
sleleness may pass; our tiredmress may just be
forgetten. Nething very sensational abeut any
of these things=but euf own effforts could net
aeeomplish them. They fepresent the eperatien
of the mighty pewer of God. Without a seund,
witheut effert, the jee has gene and eur ship
is firee!

II. Why and when does God show His
power?

I have already said that it is the mind and
hand of Satam that so often produce the diffi-
culties ‘that bind us. in. Why does God allow
this, seeing that He could, if He wished,
destroy Satam and his work in a moment? It
is because He wants us, His people, to learn the
wayy of victory over Satan. The difficulties
are therefote allowed for our instructicom. And
thank Ged, victory over Satam is not gained by
our struggling against hith. Thete is One Who
has slready done that, and gained a full and
final vietery ever him. - In His Cress the Lerd
Jesus Christ utterly evereame him, and is rew
seated in heaven, In the plaee of all authority
and pewer, able and willing to share His victory
with any—even the least and the weakest—who
trust in Him. Se fer us, deliveranece from
Satam and all his work comes by ¢laiming
Christ’s victory, not by struggling for our ewn.

" Chwist (is) the power of God » (1 Cer. i..223).'

And in answer to our claim, Ged werks.
IIl. - For whom does God show His power?
Hits Word tells us that ‘* the eyes of the
Lord run to and from throughout the whole
earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of

1Mo

The awkward person may-simplyy---
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them whose heart is perfect toward him
(II Chron. xvii.9). A ‘* perfect '* heart. That
+ i not a heart that never sins, hut one that is
eomplete or undivided—wholly set upon God
in reverence and love, in confidence and humble
dependence; and a heart that wants only God's
will—that dees not even want the ice to be
broken ug and the ship to be released unless
that ean be for Ged's glory; a heart that does
it vainly struggle to do everythimg for itself
bt Brings all its needs to .God in earnest
?gayef-. Ne efie ean have sueh an attitude
wards Ged if they have net first of all feund
gace with Ged thréugh faith in the Lord Jesus
Rrist, and then asked that thelr heart might
eictbensee from “all selfish"and sinful desires
f'arid”that they might be filled with the Holy

Spirit.-, Have you.done-this ?>j - ./

241y 51f God’s pmowesr,'mot our awvnjl,does the:

work, is there nothing at all for us to do?

-. Yes, there is one thing we mmust dio—were nnusit

work tike work of faittk. We read that *“ God

. v Worlketn im that waiteth for himm "™
(Isaiah lxiii. 4. R.V.). ‘* Waiting ™ for God.
That does not mean just being lazy, waiting
until something happens. It means a continual
attitude of faith and prayer, standing before
God continugllky and asking that the victory of
Jesus Christ may be granted to us in our time
of need. Our deliverance may not come at the
fement when we first dpfay. We rhust continue
walting in faith. -And ‘* in due season we shall
feap, 1f we faint net  (Gal. vi. 9).

Dw you see the way of releasing your ‘ ship *
from the ‘ice’? The boy or:girl who knows
how to claim the mighty victory of Calvary
over all the power of Satam will certainly fimd
release;- that othets willl never know, and, will -
arrive at the ‘' South Pole.’ while others are still -
a long way behind, vainly trying by \their own
feeble .litile explwsiome to fbhralk the . e thate
holds up their progtess. -

Fur the Lion of Judalh shall break every chain,

And give us the victory again and againpg.f%‘

“Behold, My Servantt™ cag,

. Readiing': Isa. B 13-15,; kit 1-12.
" Bebaold, my seruemt .. . " (Asa. ¥i:13).
+* Behold, the Lamb of fiod *' (Jobw i. 29).
“'ERinlll], the man\"’ (John xix. 5). ¢
"'ERdinill], your King N’ (John xix. 14).
YA/ E are going to.lbe quite brief and simple
™" in what we say in the fourfold connection
of service represented here=—so very full and
altogether defeating every attempt at bringing
ouit its depth, its wonder; its glory; but our
hope is that, altogether apart from what is said,
we shall be touched in our hearts by the spirit
of service breathed by these fout designations.

Thee Servant

" Belmiltl, my serwamt.’’ - It does not need a
great deal of insight to see that those four
designations correspond to what is in the fifity-

third chapter of Isaiah’s prophecies. (In gaess-
ing, it is much to be regretted that what has-

been called the fifty-thitd chapter should begin
at the question, ‘* Who hath believed our

message?’ In the original text the new section”

begins at. verse 13 of what is Chapter liii—
“ Beltsill, my servant ’*—and should run right
on as we read it; and then all that follows is
the servant seen from different standpoints,
and those different standpoints are the four
which we have mentiomed—" My sarxat]”
]";(.~the *.I)_;amb of Gadl’™ ‘' 'the Mam," °* vour

atthew, when he quotes Isa. xlii. 1—
“ Beliallll, my servant *'—uses the Greek word
far bond-slave—'* Behald, my bond-servant ™

or “ bond-slawve '’ ' (Matt. xii. 18)—which' at
once gives a different complexiam to the wnole
matter of the servant and His service; for when
it comes to the bond-slawe—the indentured,
branded bond-slave—you know that all pet-
sonal rights and liberties have been ivandened.
Fur such, there are ne persenal rights and ne
personal liberties, they have been surrendered.
The idea, therefore, of the servant ef the Lerd
as represented by the Lord Jesus is that ef a
bend-slave, and this Implies utter self-empty-
Ing:. (Afdl ean It be etherwise with any ether
sefvant ef the Lerd ? Surely it is impessible
for us te assumie any Higher pesition iR Buf
sefviee te the Lord than He teek.) Se-Paul,
when he says ' taking the form of a Bepd:-
servant * |iiks with it—Hhe '* emptied Rimselt
(Phil. i. 7).

You see, He was reversing the whole course
of evil. The Cross—which is but the point at
which this self-emyttyimg reaches its fulness and
finality of expression and demeonstration—is
the culmination of an undoing and an emptying
of something which had no right. By leiting
go- His rights, He undid false rights. The
whole course of evil, of sin, began with Satan
and is written in the history of man, wheo, at
the instigatiom of Satam, sought to hawve per-
sonal fulmess of rights and liberties, taking it
out of the hands of God and having it in his
own hands. Satam began it, even in the very
height of his glory, and it was a tremendous
thing that he lost. We will not go back in
detail to those descriptions of him in person,
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pesition and office before his fall—the covering
gherub ocoupying the positiom which those
eustodians of the very mercy-seat within the
tabernaclie later occupied, * the anointed cherub
that eeverath: . thou hast walked up and
dewn in the midst of the stones of fire " (Eze.
%xvii. 14), and so on. And he sought more
than that. What more was there to have but
the very theone of Ged, equality with God,
Rd i €H§€ falge ambition and aspiration to
[ cB b it
central gbieet sf wership? Satan broug

l{%& I%ég% Rature all that whieh we know exists
Wif%i 8 gf. desite t6.have, things our
HEB %@ f@ a&fm as semething.: -of, to put
URRRY. gl Wl halteet - o heing

iﬁg "3 B@iﬁg erptied. - You know. what,
%Hum

atiEe 18 Hew. /Alll this, that we i our
R Sutwerkig ef that eriginal evil—
i;ﬁéﬁn% %Ehiﬁ YBUF BWH pewer the @uminion,

V@S&%ﬁ aﬁa kaewn IR werld -affairs
the wershie. Te unde it all, the

%§u mptied Himself—and - that Is
§8R/1 Ee HAd8 Hat 1t is net enly the Bring-
@g éﬂﬂ} s Blace, But alse the bringing
8 Hm that has been ta
98% tt {8 iFit ef SeFviee.

It works out this way——-that 1iim order to get
everything for God, we have no ground of our
éwh to stand en. If God is going to be all in
all, as He ultimatelyy is going to be, it will be
by this way ef the Cross; firstly, by the Son's
emptving ef . Himsellf; and then by our being

jed. Our emptying is not in the same

fea M as His, fer we have net His rights and
loFies and His fulhess, but still it is an
yiﬁg, and Ged enly knows what that
ﬂi@aﬁ§ iR its Fulll measure. We knew a little
gf the way of the Cress in* euf ewn lives,
finding eurselves all the time beiA g emptied and
geufea eut, every bit ef greund eof selfheed
ken away te  give Gad His fulll plaee.
my servamd,”  my bend-slave.”

Th&t meaﬂ§ tter self-emptying.

Thee Lamb

“ Beltwidl, the Lamb of God '*—and that
only carries what we have said to its final step.
If the very essence of servant-hood is @lbedience
unto anoﬁ:er the repudiation of all one’'s own
rights, then the Lamb says that that sipedience
is unto death. ™. . . taking the form of a
bondservant . . * becommg obedient even tinte
death '’ (Phul ii. 7-8). You pass at oence frem
the slave to the Lamb, the Lamb ebedient unte
death. " Asa lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as a sheep that before Its shearefs is dumb,
so he opened not his meuth ™ (Isa. liii. 7) iA
complaint, in revelt, in objeetion, 1n retaliation
in resistance, in excuse, .n self-pity.. Nel

LT

. becoming obedient even unto death, yea,
the death of the coms”™

“ Betnaldl, the Lamb of God, that takethe
away the sin of the world 1" The sin—mait the
sins—of the world; the whole world's sin.
What is the whole world’s sin? It is Adam’s
snm,, it is disobedimze through unbelief. ' That
is the worldl’s sin. Paul argues that out in his
letter to the Romams—itie unbelief, the dis-
obedience, sfrom the very beginning. He, the
Lamb, takes away the sin of the werld,. the
whole world’s disobedizne, in His obedienge.
He eompasses all disobediine in His one aet
of obediire by which He sanectifies them that
believe once fof all. He takes away the sin. -
Av.If you want.that [llusirated .- you. have: thel,
simplest” and . mest.- Fumilliar.; of.” (lustrationsTs -

R Beh@ldf the Larb of Ged, that taketh away -

the-sin of the- wetld {7/« Where did that Lambh>
ﬁfgt gome inte view, i Tey@e, m f ufe'% t

_Yglﬁb, 8h EB% ?%%%8\&65 3 il '
diké HAte 8% d‘é E
EVELY fHﬁH QEE E E Sif Sthefe
QHQ§Q B{NQB V{fu Hé‘é ?H
a6
aﬂi ﬁl BE i€§ Eiﬁg %%88% f&fﬁﬁ
Bulls eaig 3 ‘?fg ViFtUe: E g w §
t 5% 1¥ é%
é %’3 %ﬁ {5 %
%%ig; \ %%5 iy
S B 5&% o
Yo know that is-pressed all tlhe way through
with Israel. In the brazem serpent—' if a
serpent had bitten any man, when he looked
unto the serpent of brass, he tived ™ (Num. »oi.
8). It was the ebedlmm It was the faith, that
was virtuous—neot the sefpeﬁt The faith of
the Sen of God led Him to death in His Cross
—faith in God Who raiseth the dead. He
looked threugh the Cress and was ebedient
ufte death, believing in the Ged ef resurrection:
Se, life theey w%h His faith. The Apestle says,
" That life whieh 1 new live in the flesh I five
in faith, the faith which is in the Sen ef Ged ™
(Gall. {i.. 26); the virtue ef His faith over
inst the werld's unbelief ; the virtue ef His
obedirnee 6ver against the disobedipine of the

whale werld. The Lamb ef Ged bere away
the sin of the werld.

Thee Man

“ Behalld, the mam!* 1 expect there was a
sneer on Pllates face when he said that. Jesus
came out wearing the crown of thorns and a
purple garment. It was all done in mockery
and for ignommimy, and as He came eut these.

A0
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words in Isa. lii. 14 were literally flulfilllsd—
* Like as many were astonished at thee (his
visage was so marred more than any man, and
his form more than the sons of mem)."” Pilate
doubifkes waved his hand in the direction of
Jesus and -sald, derisiw ** Behold, the
Hiﬁx'i‘!" You see the Cress bringimg His man-

wh 8 §Hame and degradation. They
E@g His visage was marred more

fﬁaﬁ there is ne man I the whele
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iniquity of Israel. ** He hath laid on him the
iniquity.” See what Satan would do with the
Son of God, how he would degrade Hfim !
That is the work of the devil, and men have
done it at his msh%ammn but in the risen,
ascemded, glorified Christ, the deepeﬁt, direst
work of Satan is destroyed by the Cross. That
is service to God. *

The King
Again, Pilate, of

1138, 83 - Eﬁﬁg iﬁ mg geglgf- than Pilate . ever- intensded..;

iH eu “shate, WHagt piagn  Of - coum wuth't}the’jémsjn »Mebdpsaidainddi

| ES W is sueh an ebject of centempt as He;  “Hidiwld, your King!™
"‘ ot E % Hy- Haf - mere than the sens course, was modkingy; as far as a man in his

H g VEFY. ‘wefd. reminds us ‘of a predicament could, he was making a joke of
&I{ESW i @5;%;@ Hifself 2nd lvtl g it. * Behold, your King! . . . Shall I crrify,
2NSE.- of ef;@ §&El Of @Y Wky  your ng?" 2Tt s remarkable how,: the
‘«’% g '%u§"1 ‘fﬂ Reakise 1 alaied Him {0 the sovereignty of God iis-active; evem »behitd -
TEaeE b:s : i 1049 [inship- With man. v man’s jokey There was far-more -truth' in: this
i%éh ; < Yout " Kibigd V¢
l§ |

ias

ﬁi

Is 6 {
i%?% C %%q 9“%?
Suf

af rri 8?“31
2 g% pesor a%n éI'Fé (“2%
tﬁgftl: ) 80? an é fégg?ver serv1ce 1

" Belnolkll, the mam!"——a man despised, re-
jected. But the prophet carries it further.
“ We did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and aﬂihnmﬂi ” That was the attitude of Job’s
friends. " God hess doree this! This i what
you deserve at the hands of Godi!’ That was
how man viewed it. A little later the prophet

says, * It pleased the Lord, to bruise him; he.

(the Lord) hath put him to grieff: ., . . theu
(the Lord) shalt make his soul an efﬂ‘eﬂng for
sin.” The Lord brought Him dowin there in
order to exalt us. He, as in His own manheed,
touched the very depths of sin's eutweorking.

"‘ The Lord hath ]ald on hmm the iniquity of
us alll’" That word ‘ iniquity ’ carries within
its meaning an alliance with Satan. The
iniquity of Israel was that they went into
alliance with false gods and the gods of the
heathen, which are demons. That is the great

the Cress from what men intended it te he=2"
the gibbet of a rejected Messiah—inte ,the
threne of a ¥ Christ. He dees relgn
from His Cross, as you and I knew. It is

the Cress that He has triumphed. 1t is by the

g ‘Kking® were synonymous terms.‘. " ‘Their
gmgsgfeé ?ﬁlﬂg %ﬂﬂf ﬁgeé E - Messiah was .to be . king," and .taeir- lkmg’\was.
§ 8\0&% W §£ {Hsﬂ Q to be Messish. They were refusing Him as
g . their Messigh, and -tHeredlone ass thegir Kihgg.
P%E g Wit 'But nete hew Divine severeignty transfermed
]
s W

- Cress that He has gained His great aseendaney
ln eur hearts an

drawn from the pAatiens
threugh many generations fmen t6 wership IHEM
as King. Pilate said, * Beholld, your K,
and the.Jews replied ' Crueify RimJd he © Ae
king ef auf§!’ ut Ged saw i it tﬁa& iR that
very heur He asesnded a spifiteall and meral
throne whieh has §H§k% this dnfverse te 1its
ytrest beunds. Theeugh the deer whieh, was
opened then and there we are able t8 lssk IA

e beels ef the Revelatien, and we see If
chapter | the MaR; and EB@H we see the §€{Vé‘ﬂé

the Lamb; then we see the K E “ KiR
kings, and Lord of lordls? yef the Lam H
the midst of the threne: evsfﬂ nt, {ne

E together ﬁem’
Calvary BAWAS 4

Well, that is servanthood, and service, so
far as the Lord Jesus is concerned. 1 am not
suggesting that we can serve in the same fulness
and. in the same way. We cannet serve
atoningly, but we can serve in the same spiri;
and service to God does involve the same
principles—utter sellf—mgmym\g having nothing
of our ownm, obediemce even unto death, allow-
ing ourselves to be marred and broken and
humbled and despnsed but, blessed be God,
“ iff we suffe shall also reigm with him '*
(IT Tim.. ii. HQS, The Throne stands at the end

of the of the
wey T. A-S.

theene, the kin d§§HiB are
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A Way of Growth

IL. Heart-Revelation of "the Mystery"

. « « making known umto us the mystery
of his witl .. " (EM* i 9)°
“, ., fiow that By revelediem wrsmedeRfSHh
unto me the mystery . - m;/ Zg%féf Aewg i
the mystery of CARsE - - - {8 #m aif e &
whet 1S thE dfs smggmf 6% ey it
i& 1 " :

for g4es fath Beeh - xi

% ,ﬁ) : Z : T
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁé gﬁ’f%%ﬁ ffg 6? %téﬁ?(«%é 2

o,
.

2.2 S et e
o PR L S

WETE have:dtased through the letter te the
\ EEBEVE thi 'F. é\gafaefémgp%ﬁ :

% that has
) ne& g feeegmggel, elearly seen 6F
uR erfﬁee - 1t was a hidden mat g=wha§
we eall a seenel; and we are told that @ﬁ kept

this seeret, this mystery, hi from a

and generations, but Rew has made it
knewn. Semething whieh was hiddsn, a
mystery, has now Dgem declered. _ _

~ Butfhen there is the other side of this, which
is perfectly elear also—that even after the
seeret has* been declared peopie: eannet ses it
unless God gives them illumination abeut it.
Alth@uﬁh this is the age in whiceh it.is declared;
ill a mvstery until Ged

18 st . eyes and
gives illumination.” Paul said “ by reyelation
was made known unto me the mystery V' ¥ ve
can - perceive my understanding in the
mvstery " : so that it is a matter of the mystery
being explained or illumined to our hearts, and
it is in our coming to se¢ it that we comello
spiritual enlargement. We move towards ful-
ness by wav of seeing “ the mysteny.™
Two Mysteries

The word * mysitery " is wsed in Severs] con-
nections in the New Testament, but there are
two major connections. You may say that
thev include the others. Firstly, there is the
mystery of Christ. We read the phrase—" the
mystery of the gospel *—but-that comes within
this, that is a part of the mystery of Christ.
And secondlv, there is the mystery of iniquity.
What does the mystery turh out to be when
you look inte the New Testament? Well, in
each case—the mystery of Christ and the
mystery of iniquity—you will find it is an ia-
carnation of.a great spiritusll and supernatural

£sjans - | - WBFg—:
’ ?é ﬁaﬁ;\;}e F%é%g% f%i}égt ef all ?m stery
e g that has beon keor hidden,

being entering into man form. -That is per-

fectly clear and simple with regard to Christ.

God was in Christ-2that is the mystery. In

the days of His flesh, no one understood that

mystery, it was something hidden. They felt

there was something mysterious about MHiim,

something that was different, ‘ other,’ superior.

They coulld not get to the bottom of Him, &8

we say; they could not quite understand MHim.

' Thete is something abeut this' Man we cannhet

understand, He is different, He defeats all our

attempts at. explanatien. Thete 15§ a mystery

abeut Him.' = ‘. The .werld "knew” hhh fiet ¥

(Pehn 1. 1®): 1t is the ﬂ;&ﬂt@f}y of God i Chist,

God appearing in the form 6f manl; Gbd. made”
in the liiceness of maf. P

The mystery of iniquity is the same thing—

anothet supernatural, spinituasll being cominjg in

man form; evemtually Antichrist. The mystery

of iniquity is that there is something in -
humanity, and heading .itself--up inte .a&
humanity, a man of men, which is not fust man
himself. - Thete is something about this that is
evil, that is sinister, uneanny. You ecannot
account for it on purely natural grounds
Thete Is a mystery abeut it. It s an inear-
natien ef a spiritusll and superhatural beifg
whieh s the mystery, whether 1t be 6f Christ,

er whether It be ef Antlehrist.

The Twofold Mystery of Christ

But when you come to Christ, you find that
the mystery is twofold. Firstly, it is Himself,
as we have said; God in Christ personally, so
that Christ is God incarnate. But then you
find, by what has been revealed to and threugh
Paul, that Christ takes a Bodly; fiet a physieal
body, but a spiritusl Bedy—" the ehureh
which is his bedy " (Eph. i.. 22-28); and the
Chureh being His Bedy again becomes the
mystery of Christ; that Is, here Is Ged in .
Christt' Indwelling a eempany of peeple, the
elect, the Bedy of Christ; and the letter te the
Ephesians is particullally taken up with that
aspeet of Christ—that yeu have here a Bedy
of people ealled the Chureh, in whem Ged in
Christ dwells. There Is a mystery abeut this
people, abeut this partieular Chufeh, there is
something here that is supernatural, }
here that is spiritual. It Is net just a seeiet
of people called Christians, a fiumber 6f 8
who gather together in the Christian faith and
believe certain doctrifies. Thete s semething
more than that abeut them. If enly yeu kaew
it and could understand if, 1n the deepest and
innermost realityy of thelr being they are supef-

XX
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natural; they are not merely natural peoée,
they are not earthly people. There is some-
thing hidden within them which you cannot
account for on any other ground, and you
have to say, * [t it God, it is e Lord.” Wi
you meet these people, when they are gathered
together even in a small company, if you move
in there you find semething extra to the people,
semething fere than what they are; you meet
the Lord. Thete Is a mystery abeut this, and
the mystery of Christ e whieh Paul is speal¢-
My here is net just the mystery of Christ pet-
sefal, But it is the fﬂ@g{gtefy of Christ eorperate,
et Christ 1n His Bedy the Chureh.

§p@ﬂk abeut that mystery, and
** New- this 15 a heavenly.dhing,

T V(%JL{1

ri.rs.'em ;ifausnceeaigact aebslaemts, and what the

exceeding greatness of his power to usward
who believe, ‘according to that working of the
strength of his migmt which he wrought in

.Christ, when he raised him from the dead ™

(Eph. i.. 17-20). Alll that has to do with the
true, eternal vocation and destiny of this Christ
corporate. The knowledge of Him Is noet the
knowledge of Christ as a separate persen. It
ls the knewledge of Christ new in all that He
means in a corperate way. That is the kepw-
ledge he prays they may have; and having
prayed thus fof thef he meyes te the maitef
of spiriteall enlargement. He eames eventuall

to that great peint in the feurth ehapter—"" ¢

we all attain .- . unte the mmeasure.: &ff Jhe"

statuie of the fulbrss of Chrikt!”': Hew,dl y6¢
attain unte fulbrss 7...What 1§ spiritedll eniarge-.
fment 7 -1t resullis: from the- eyes™of: your niegaft

S*sRpitked] thing'; this 1s het semething that is
o HRIS 1e8n WG "yeou /ean explain as yeu
flain e iplam Fotheri-earthly - thiAgS. == THhis “iis

something heavenly, and you cannot explain

.. .that by,earthly standards at all.”' . - .. .

That is the statement of the fact, but of
course that is the challenge to the Church. Is
the Church that? Just in so far as we are
actually what we are called to be, that is ouf
spiritual measure. - Spiritusl measure is what
we are as to Christ, what Christ is.in wus.

Thee Mystery Known Only by Revelation

Then we come to this other point—it is not
the fact that makes us grow; that is, it is not
the truth of the Body as truth, the facts stated
about the Church as information, that brings
us to spirifuwal enlargement. We can see all
this as in the Seriptures, and yet it may never
make any differenee to us as to our spiritual
measure, never result in spiritusl evlkrgement.
There are a lot of ?eeple who have all the truth
of the mystery of Christ and the Church, all
the truth of the Body of Christ, but they are
very small people. Many of them have it and
are still living on Cormthisn ground where
everything is very earthly and sslf-cantied:
and many mere are llving en Galatian greund
where all is very legal. 1n erder for it t6 mean
spiritual enlargement, it has to be en what we
will eall Ephesian greund..

What is Ephesiam ground? It is this. Paul
says that there was revealed to him this
mystery; it was made known to him. And
naw he tells these people that he prays for them.
They are Christians, there is no doubt about
that; but he says that he prays for them ** that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give unto you (Christians) a
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know-
ledge of himn; having the eyes of your heart
enhghtened, that ye may know what is the
hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory
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being enlightened as te the frue Meaning and
natuke of Christ as expressed in His Bedy the
Chureh. The ‘ESiﬁé {s that yeu see if, that it
Breaks on yeu By revelation.” Then yeu are at
ohee sut: 8f 3 Corindian pesition, eut- of a
giéﬂﬁﬂ gsiion, eut 8f 3 mMerely .eafthl
HFER With Jis OfelinaRices, ceremgnies, ,6te:
a2 1A & neavenly pesiion, and new yed
afe going t8 graw.

Even at the risk of undue regpstition—Dbecause
of the importance of this matter let me say
again that the Apostle says as to himself, and
s to those believers of his own day, and as to
us, that the way of spirituall enlargement is by
the eyes of the heart being enlightened. Paul
wetld never have prayed for that, if it were
fgt the Lerd’s will that it sheuld be se; and
if it 1s His will, then we ea» have, the eyes of
euf heart enlightened te knew in this way that
Paul knew=—by revelatien.

Thee Church Heavenly and Corporate

Now, revertimg to what I said above con-
cerning the true meaning and nature of the
Chiureh, .1 wonder if you have noticed in
* Reomans,” ‘* Corinthians”’ and * Gala-
tians *” the connection of baptism? In Romans
vi. baptism results in walking in newness of
life. ©* We were buried . . . with him through
baptism ifito death: that like as Christ was
raised fromh the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we also might walk in newness of
life.” That is very simple; that is the begin-
ning ; through the spiritugll meaning of baptism
you simply walk in newness of life, you have a
fiew life. When you come froma ‘* Romamns ™
inte * Cerinthians ** you find that union with
Christ crucified means that the mixing up of
the old life with the new has to be dealt writlh;
you have a new life, but you must not mix the
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oldl life In with it. So ** Corinthians ' teaches
that yeu.must live altogether and only in the
fiew life, and not bring in the old with it. See
il Cet. v.” When you move into ** Galktiians;
Paul says, *“ As many of you as were baj
inte Christ did put on Christ * (III. 27). In
' Galagians,” baptism is the putting on of the
Aew fhan eempleiely ; and to indicate that it is
an advanee upen the Conntnian positiom, he
fellews immhediately by saying ** There can be
Refther jew Rer Greek, there can be neither bond
ner fred, there ean be no male and female; for

g &l are ene man in Christ Jesus.” You put
gﬂ_ ife AW man. The Corinthian divisions are

ized -

Fuled’ eut; huplizen - 1n -relation to. the Galatian,
g&ﬁﬂ&aﬁﬁm’mm ‘wé' know :no man after the-
esh

H-But still in . - Ronmans,"!: 1 Corintthiams;,"
andtH Y Gallotitams\2it +is as:though : we -were
livifig'as Christians"in a new life unty' the Lord
here, on the earth./ |

You come into “ Ephesians ' ‘and you read
=" Ged . . . even when we were dead through
eur trespasses, made us alive together with
Christv.-.-. and raised, us up with-him, and
fhade us t6 sit with him in the heavenliies in
Christ Jesus " (I1l.4-6).' Now here, the ‘us”’

iy eoreerate. When you come into ' Ephe-
SIaRS 7 Wou cofife on to i of vwhatt J]
will eall” a eerperate baptism. It has an in-

dividual application, but '* Ephesians * views
fhe Ehureh as a whele as a baptized thing. It
i< 83 theugh this whele Bedv of Christ, the
éﬁu{eﬂ, Ras eorperately been baptized, and is
8 16Rger an earthly thing at alll; it is a
ESQVEH EQ@%’; » Everything here in this first
alt of the Ephesian lettef is corporate, It
was the Chureh that was fereknewm, fore-
Bf§§l,ﬁ€&; predestinated. I enly becomes an
{Adividual and persemal” matter \Bg personal
E%ék@ﬂé% t8 us in relatien te the whele, but it
i the Chureh that is in view, and * we - whe
efe gHickensd and raised are- a coFperate
£ iﬁ% so that, in. * Ephesians,” baptism sees
ing Eyeh placed in the heavenlies threugh
eath and Divine guiel and raising te-
g@ll gt With Cheist. 1t is semeihing very fueh
Wik EBQB ust 1ndividual ChAstian life. Yeu
3y be Bapwized as an individual, but yeu
miist fecogrize that Ged Rever thinks ef you
just a8 af individual in that sense; He never
fegards yeu just as ene iselated persen. He
leSks Upen yeu from the standpeint ef the
whele Bedy and says, ' When yel were bap-
tized, yeu were e Qﬂlﬁ baptized as ap in-
dividual; yeu were baptized as part of th:
Chuteh, afd in yeur resurreetien you are seen
from Reaven iR yeur relatedness te the Chureh.’
Therefore the higher pesitien ef ‘* Ephesians ™
it this=that new, being guiekened and ralsed
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together with Christ and seated in the heaven-
lies is a matter of relatedness to other believers,
and in that relatedness you are going to fimd
your fulness. You are never going to hnd
spiritual enlargement just -as an isolated,
separate individual, but in relation with other
believers. ‘* God setteth the solitary in
families * (Psa. lxviii. 6), and there is he
deubt abeut it, whether 6f net yeu whderstand
or accept the doctrine of It, you 6an preve very
quickly in experienee that eur spiritual-enlarge:-
ment dees eome by wajgaf teue spiviteal 2hd
heaverly relatedness with ether Belisvers. - That
Is proved by the faet that it is net always :
for Christians te live tegether fef -v&yd%ﬂ
Tt sounds a terrible thing te say! 'Buﬁ&%hﬁﬁ& 3
L o e e
Wi ¥ § Wetld,!yeu.
i

Eet .60 very well, but' Being' Chf
ave te megt the whele foree 8f éﬁﬁaﬁ
upen any little bit of matural lite He can
Se he makes fof asﬁgéaiﬁy BetweeR ERsHARS
heavenly pasition. They are mHeetR R
the Beagegli%g-. Ther a%% fﬁ Eu%ga % f gﬂ
| eAls that 1o e
Christians But w 8 het ¢ -
E@QBIE;. Beealise thete 1S S8 HQHEE R4 4B Wi
Fue spiFiEHal easg@% a%eﬂgé € E8f8’s P&
=30 hueh f6F the EBfd, S8 e Q%Qig
Satan. Safaq | Hg Break o {ty
ABWs W % %89{4
Mﬁﬁﬁl\ _ HE & }ﬁ &1a] .Qﬁg
il Whet I 2 Eaee 8F EEH HYR
Now what is the upshot ? When these diffi-
culties arise we must say, ‘It is evidently
tc get on top of this. If I am not going to
give it up and leave, I must come to. some
in a new way, to have more grace, love and
patience.” That is spirituzl enlargement, and
only one way; there are many othees by whieh
spiritual enlargement comes by relatedness.) If

that they weuld net find 1f they were pst 1R 2
and all the eress %Hf 18
Eie %8 {¥ig€ 6t
i
t

S EBIRg t B

%gﬂ%gﬁfé‘ £ kAowe Wit 12
r him
Hi§ég — % %

fogether, S§B€8&1 y 8f 4 18Hg
necessary for me to get a new spirituall pesititet),
spiritual enlargement; I have to know the Lerd
it comes by relatedness. (Of course, that Is
only we can keep tpgether in prayer, there is

spiritual enilargement.

You want spirituall enlargement? Recognize
that vour baptism is not only an individual and
personal thing, but from God's standpoint of
fulness it is a corporate thing. Youw may in
““ Romans ' be baptized individually to walk
in_newness of life, but when you come to
““ Ephesians,” it is corporate; the Church was
baptized, it is a baptized Church; a  crucified
and risen Church, and a Church in the
heaveniies that, is of spiritual account; not



something, hereA%”Ih@qm(é '&)jﬁg 1 %T g? | n&e ZZEPSG&{CPEPQB That is fulness,

realm of God's great fullirss®—"' strong 0
apprehend with all te saimts what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and
to know the love of Christ which passeth know-
ledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness

but notice, that is corporate. We must ask the

Lord in the terms of the Apostle's prayer that

the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened.

When we see, it is done. What we need is to

se¢, that we may know the hope of His calling.
T'..'A."S-
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SPECIAL EASTER GATHERINGS
at HONOR ©AK
" will be held, if the Lord wills, on

Goop Frapay, April 15, at 11 a.m., 5.50 & 6.30 p.m.
SATURDAY, Apil 16, at §.30 & 6,80 p.m.

Lorp's PAY%, Aprii 1

%, at 1ham., 3.30 & 6.50 p.m.

Mowpay, April 18, at 11 a.m., 5.30 & 6.50 p.m.

NEW BEDOKS

THE BATTLE WHICH 1§ NOT YOURS ... ...
THE LORD'S ATTITUDE TO HIS CHILDREN

priee 2d. pestage I'd.
IN ADVERSITY

price 2d. pestage Id.

THE BATTLEGROUND @ TiHE SJUL

.price 1k ((1ks. Adinzan most pat)

47



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 27 - Searchable

“A WITNESS AND A TESTINONY

Editor: T. AUSNIN-SIPARKS
Assistant Editor : G.. PATERSON

|s issued bi-monthly. There is no subscription, but the cost is met by the gifts of readers. » The paper
is sent only to such as.personally desire it, and we count on friends to advise us immediately they no
longer wish to have it.

ALL-CHEQUES for the magazine, literature, and other purposes, except to persons as private gifts, should
be made to: “ WVrnasss AND TEsTIMONY * Account.  All enquiries sthould e addressed to The Efitor ait
18, Honor Ok Road, London, S.E, 28.

Address all personal letters to Mr. T. Austin-Sparks,

R R Il L]

CAESEEA ANYITURES & A FESTIMONY  LITERATYRE
THE STEWARDSHIP &F THE MYSTERY. " Intwo volumes, ~° ' . (Puice 36 a vallunee;™
» -Volume 1.. ALL Timwes IN CHRIST (postage 4d.); Volume 1t. THE MWSTERY (postage $§dl.)

THE CENTRALITY AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE CROSS  paper3* doth4- (postsge 44 -

WHAT IS MAN? 3/- (postage 3d) j WE BEHELD HISGLORY 2/6 (postage 3dl)); THE POWER OF
HIS RESURRECTION 2% (postage 3d)); THE BATTLE FOR LIFE paper 2 6, cloth /6 (postage 3d.)
THE CITY WHICH HATH FOUNDATIONS paper 2/-, cloth 2/6 (postage 2¢d);" IN TOUCH WITH *
THE THROME 2/-(jpustage 2d)) GOD’S SPIRITUAL HOUSE 16 (postage i3d.)

THE SCI-IOOL 01= CHRIST. t~ . (postage 2d); THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST
JESUS y- e td)) 5 THE LORD®S TESTIMONY AND THE WORLD NEED t/- (postage iAdL)
THEE CHURGH WHICH 1S HIS BODY /- (postage 1#di); GOD HATH SPOKEN t/- (postage ifd).

THEE SERVANT OF THE LORD &d. (postage idd.); THE ULTIMATE ISSUE OF THE UNIVERSE od.
(postage tid.) ; THE CENTRALITY AND SUPREMACY OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST adl (jpost. iAdl.)

BETHANY; CHRIST—ALL{fAND IN ALL N N .o 4d. each-(postage id.)

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CROSS, THE CHURCH, AND THE COMING AGAIN OF THEE
LORD JESUS; BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD) OF THE LAMB A COMPANION TO THHE GOSPEL
BY JOHN ... 8d.each (postage id.)
THE INCENSE BEARER; THE REST AND THE COURAGE OF FAITH ; GOD’S END AND GOIV'S
WAY; CHRIST IN HEAVEN AND CHRIST WITHIN; THE MINISTRY OF ELIJAH 5 UNION
WITH CHRIST IN CONSECRATION; THE VOICE OF THE. SON OF GOD;; STTHEWARIISHHIP:
THE CANDLESTICK ALL OFGOLD ; "THE MEASURE OF CHRIST; THE BLOOD) THE CROSS
+AND THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS LIFE IN THE SPIRIT ;. CAPTIVITY IN THE LORD;
THE TIME IN WHICH WE LIVE; ON KNOWING THE LORD ; THE BATTLE WHICH 1S NOT
YOURS ; THE LORD’S ATTITUDE TO HIS CHILDREN IN ADVERSITY ... 2d. each ,(postage id.)

WHAT 1S A CHRISTIIAN? (Nos t and 2 in one lwﬁlal)), mum T[-I[AT DIFFER: THE BATTLE-
GROUND OF THE SOUL ... id.ea. (post, id.)
By H¥. THE PERILS OF LEGALITY 1id. each (post, id.)

By S.4. ASAVIOUR TO THE UTTERMOST 2d. each (postage id.)

By W.B3\ THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 3d. each (postage id.)

THIS MINISTIRY (series of Micssages given at ktmmor oak) Voll. 1 and Vol. II—od. each (postage tid.)
Veol. 111=1 = (pestage 1#d.)
fHy G. P. THE GOSPEL IN THE FARMYARD EFor the children.) 110 pages. Illustrated4 - gposta e§
By G.P. THE GOSPEL INTHE FARMYARD (For the children)) no pages. lllustrated4 -(postage o?)
Enquiries for literature should be addressed to:—THE EDITOR, “ A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY *’,
Enquiries for literature shoulfgbﬁ&qgﬁeg;ﬁgﬁngﬂwﬁogE 24, WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY *
13, HONOR OAK ROAD, LONDON, S.E.23.

Printed at the * Witness and Testimomy’ Press, 13, Honor Oek Road, Londos, S.E. 26,



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 27 - Searchable

A WITNESS

A bi-monthly ministry by which it is sought to lead the Lord's people into a greater fulness of
_His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The paper is maintained by the offerings of those who value it.

'MAY—JUNE, 1949.

No. 3. Vol. 27.

Prophetic Ministry

VIL

Y For they that dwell in [erusalem, and their
rulers, because they knew kim not, nor the
voices of the prophels whick are read every
Sabbatk, fulfilled them by condemning him ™’
(Acts xizz. 27).

IN a way, that verse is the key to the whole

of the book of the Acts, for this book
really 1s an interpretation and exhibition of the
principle that is at the heart of that whole state-
ment—that is, that there is the Bible with its
verbal statements, its record of utterances and
activities of God through men, and it can be
read and re-read for a lifetime, as it was in
the case of the people referred to here, and yet
the real significance may be missed. In other
words, there 1s in it something more than the
actual verbal statements. You may have the
statements, the letter, the volume, the whole
record, and you may know it as such, as these
]ew1sh rulers did, and yet you may be missing
the way, you may be moving on a plane
altogether other than God intended. This
book of the Acts, from beginning to end,
shows that there was something more in the
mind of God when He inspired men of old to
speak and to write than is discernible 1n the
actual words which they used, and which re-
quires the activity of the Spirit of God if it
1s to be heard and grasped and understood,
and if it is going to work out as things worked
out in this book—in power, in effectiveness.
There 1s much of the Old Testament in the
book of the Acts and in the New Testament as
a whole. The prophets are very much quoted.
but see the difference between the effect of the

“actually said in verbal statements.
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The Contrast Between the Old Dispensation and the New

words as used in the book of the Acts and the
effect upon those who merely heard or read the
actual utterances of the prophets. The Holy
Ghost has come; and He is not making another
Bible, He is using the old one; but it is a new
book with a2 new meaping and a new effect, and
you are amazed at times at the way in which
He uses Scripture. You never saw that it meant
that; it is something altogether beyond a
former apprehension, although you knew that
Scripture quite well in a way. But there is a
difference, and it 1s a crucial one.

So these people in Jerusalem and their rulers
heard every Sabbath the prophets, but heard
not their voice. They missed something—the
voice of God coming through, the meaning of
God in what was bemng said as differing from
the mere statements. It is possible for a com-
pany to be gathered together and for one to be
speaking the word of the Lord, and for some
merely to hear the words and go away and say,
“He said so and so,” and repeat what was
It 15 at the
same time possible for others to say, ‘I never
saw it like that before; I knew that passage of
Scripture, but I never saw that! ’—and some-
thing, not only of a fresh recognition but of
living value, has been detected. That is the
difference between the words of the prophets
and the voice of God through the words of the
prophets. So, as I have just said, this verse in
chapter xiii 15, in a way, a key to this whole
book. It makes this discrimination, which is
so very important, between the letter and the
spirit, between the statements and the Divine
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meaning in the statements. One is death and
gsts nowhere. The other is life and goes right
through.

Alll Prophecy Points to the Lord Jesus

Well, having said that, let us glamce at the
beok of the Acts. We go right back to the first
chapter with this principle in mind. I think it
might be well for us to be reminded that, speak-
ing broadly, the whole Bible (but for a few
verses) closes Upon a comprehensive, accumula-
tive statemnent about this very matter. In Rev.
xi%. 0, we are told that ** the testimony of

esus is the spirit of prophesy.” What does
hat fean? It simply means this—that all the
way - through -the Bible, from the beginning
enward, there has been a predictive element in
this sense, an element of implication, something
«iinplied beyond the actual words said at the
time. In it all there has been a pointer onward.
It may be an historic incident, something quite
loeal and .immediate in itself as to time, place
and persons concerned, but in no part of the
Bible is only the local and present in view.
There is something more—there is an implica-
tion, there is a pointer onwuaidl; and if you
eould see where all these pointers peint to, dy@u
wetld find it was Jesus, He is Implied in
everything, everywhere,

When we speak of prophecy, do not let us
limit our thoughts to certain times and certain
mem of the Old Testament. True, we have
been, and are very often, occupied with the
prophets whose books are included in the ‘ pro-
phetic ’ section of the Old Testament, but we
have to expand beyond that. Moses was called
a prophet (Deut. xviii. 15), and Samuel was a
prophet (1 Sam. iii. 20), and even David in the
Niew Testament is called a prophet (Acts ii. 30).
The spirit of prophecy embraces more than a
certain class of men whom we designate pro-
phets. The spirit of prophecy goes right back,
as far back as Enoch; no, further back than
that—to Genesis iii. 15, concaming the seed of
the womnamn; that is the spirit of prophecy. So,
bearing in mind that prophecy is something so
far-reaching and all-inclusive and bearing upon
the Lord Jesus, we are able to see, I hope,
something of Divine meaning as more than
verbal siztememt.

The Hely Spirit's Hidden Meaning in the
Seripttires

““ They therefore, when they were come to-
gether, asked*him, saying, Lord, dost thou at
gm;)ﬂme yestore the king to Israel?’’ (Acts
i. 6).

Wee pointed out in a previous meditation how
much the prophets were occupied with this
matter of the Kingdom. These disciples of
the Lord Jesus had their whole idea of the
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Kingdom from the prophets, and so their ques-
tion* is based upon a certain kind of mental
apprehension of the teaching of the prophets.
hey had deduced certain things from what the
prophets said, and they bring this question
even at this late hour—*' Dost thou at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel? '* And He said
to them, " I 5 mot ftur o Ko thiwmes or
seasoms, wiioh the Fatther hath set within s
owm awthority. But ye shall receive power,
whemn the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and
ye shall be my witnesses both in Jewusalem,
and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unio e
uitexvast gy togfrileecenr . Avedl VN Aie Awdl
said these things, as they were looking '—
Hie “restored -the Kingdom, ascended * His
throne? No—" he was taken up; and a cloud
yeceiwed Viim ot of thelr sight” - » <
Everything begins there in the way of spiritual
understanding, because this statement of the
Lord Jesus indicated that a new dispensation
was being inaugurated which was different from
that which they had anticipated from the teach-
ing of the prophets. This was the dispensation

. of the Holy Spirit, and they were goitg to dis-

cover that the Holy Spirit had meanings about
the Old Testament prophets they had never
imagined were there. Not until the Holy Spirit
took hold of the Word of God did they know
the prophets at all. And then we shall see that
when He really did take hold of the Seriptures
and begin to apply them and open them up and
give the Divine meaning, things appened
which not only were unexpected but were utterly
contrary and opposed to the fixed memntality of
the disciples, and which required a comiplete
shattering of their memtahity, the sibendonment
of established positions on their part. It is
tremendously challengimg if the Holy Spirit
gets hold of the Word of God and then gets
hold of us. There are going to be revoluticmaty
changes in our whole outlook and procedure,
and this book is just full of that.

Thee Coming of the Spiriit—
a8 New Order Introduced

It is the dispensation or the stewardship of
the Holy Ghost. The words * digpensaion °
and ‘stewardship’ mean an economy, an order,
how things are done in this regime. We find
that, in this dispensation, the Holy Spirit
having come, He began to change things be-
cause He was in charge. You may become a
member of the staff of a busimess, and when
you arfive you find things are done in such and
such a way. Times are set and fixed like this;
this is how things are dome in this regime.
Al then a new Managing Director arrives,
and he sees this prevailing order, and he regis-
ters at once that it is an imperfect system, that
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it is not producing the fullest results for which
the business exists. He begins quietly but very
strongly to take charge and things begin to
change, and the old set people who have been
in that regime for years do not like these
ehanges, and they begin to kick. They will not
have 1t, they revelt and begin to fight against
this new efder. Seme, who are open-spirited,
wiko are net so fixed and settled, begin to see
his mind, his visien, and altheugh they stumble
om diffieulties from time te tife, and come up
agﬂm%t: the implieations of this tremendous

aa;g%——llk% Peter, ever the vislt te Cernelius
EAEE X)—

—and it wants just a little battle te get
ver the gld prejudice, neverthpiRss, they have
their BatHe, get ever their difficulties, and fall
inte line, and se the great ehange takes place
with wenderful results. .Things begin te hap-
pen; the eriginal purpese of the business 1s
fow beginning, iIn a wenderful way, te be
fealised and fulfilllked.

That is exactly what happemedd when the
Holy Spirit came in on the day of Pentecost.
There was an existing, fiixed, established order,
buit it was not reaching God's end. It was not,
as we say, ‘ deliverimg the goods.” The Holy
Ghost came, with all the full knowledge of the
Divine mind; He entered in and began His
work of realizimg the real Divine concept; He
took hold. So He divided the people. Some
wotuld not have the new erder—these that dwelt
in Jerucalhim and their rulers. Well, all right,
they lose it all. But others came Inte the
fellowship of the Holy Ghest, ' jelned te the
Lord . . . one spirit ™™ (1 Cer. vi.. 17), with
wonderful results. But the peint s, first ef all,
it is a new dispensatien; and next, the Hely
Ghest is in ¢harge.

A Vital Contratt—THe Letter and the Spirit
of Seripture

His being in charge has to be recognised,
with all that it meams; and, being in charge,
by His activities He reveals and evolves the
verv object of God fromm all eternity, and seeks
to bring it out in this dispensation; and the
cleavage—well, it was an historic cleavage then,
but it is a cleavage whieh is splritually gein
on all through the dispenisation. It Is a divid-
Ing between men of the letter and men ef the
splrit. That moevement, that tendeney, teward
a fited pesition is eonstantly recuriim®, Brifg-
ing that whieh Is ef Ged Inte bendage, inte
imprisenment, within organized [fimAitations
whieh frustrate the whele eeunsel of Ged. 1
have an artiele here=1 wish 1 eeuld read it all;
I eanfiet—but there are serne things in it whieh
express What is iR my heart better than anything
that 1 eould say myself. 1t is written By a
Meniber 6f Parliament.

5il

* There are many classifications into which
men and women may be divided—as upper,
middle or lower class: rich, well-in-do and
poor; religious, sceptical and atheist; . . . .
and so forth and se oen. But, as I think,
the enly categorisation which really matters
s that whieh divides men as between the
Servants of the Spirit and the Prisomeis of
the Organlsatien. That €lassifiestion, which
euts right aeress all other €lassificatiens, Is
indeed the fundamentall ene. The idea, the
Inspiratien, eflginates In the internal werld,
the werld ef the spifit . . . the ldea having
embedied itself ip the erganisatien, the
erganisation then proeeeds gradually te sla
the idea whieh gave i Bifth. 1n the field
religien a prephet, an inspired man, will see
a visien of truth. He expresses that visien
as best he may in werds. Upen' what his
diseiples understamd of the .prephet's mes-
sage, an erganisatien, a ehureh, will be built.
The half-understosd e will erystallise
inte a ereed. Before long the prineipal een-
eern of the ehureh will be te sustain jtself as
an erganisatien. Te this end any departure
from the ereed must be egntreverted- and, hif
necessaFy, Suppressed as eresy.. 1n & few
segre of a few hundred years what was eep-

eeived as a vehiele ef a new and higher truth

has Become a prisen fer the seuls 8f Men.

AMH men are murdering eaeh other fef the

leve of Go4d.

‘ One moral to be drawn, it would not be
wholly facetious to suggest, might be that
the fiirst rule for any organisation should be
a rule providing for its dissolutiom within a
limited period of time. . . When we are
members of an organisation, as such, our
attitude to it should be one of partial de-
tachment. We must be above it even while
we are in it. We should reckon on being in
almost perpetual rebellion within it. Above
all we should regard all loyalties to erganisa-
tion as tentative and provisiamgll. We must
be Servants of the Spirit, not Pricomts of
the Organisation. We must keep in touch
with the sources of life, not lose ourselwes in
the temporary vehicles.’

* This world is a bridge. Ye shall pass
over it, But ye shall build no houses upon

i’

Is that not just what you have in the Acts
and all the way through—the crystallisimg) of
our appr iom of truth, our interpretation,
the partial perception, the statememt in the
letter, something fiilxed, embodying that which
was of the Spirit of God in the beginning,
but not allewing it to go beyond those hounds
new? = Anything more, anything other than
that, is ealled heresy; this is the last word.
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It may be embodied in an organisation, In
what is called a church, a sect, 2 denomination,
and if you go beyond that, well, it 1s all wrong.
The great difference between men of the organi-
sation and men of the spirit 1s what you have
here in the Bock of the Acts,

The Lordship of the Spirit Essential to Progress

The point is this: the fulness of Divine
purpose demands that the Holy Spirit is con-
tinually in charge, that He is allowed to be
complétely in the place of government, and
that we do not put anything in the place of
the Holy Spirit, not anything at all—mot a
church, not a fixed order—so that at any point
or in any way we could say, ‘ That is not what
we tezch, that is not what we have been brought
up. to believe,'that 'is not what our church be-
lieves and teaches.’ : To do that is to put some-
thing in the way of the Holy Ghost.: "The Holy
Ghost must be in charge and must be free. It
was on those very points that the Apostles
themselves had firstly their battles and then
their enlargements. We shall see that as we go
on. The full Divine purpose is going to take
shape when the Holy Spirit is in charge with
us; and .there is something infinitely greater
than times and seasons. .

. Be careful about times and seasons; they
have a wonderful and pernicious way of bring-
ing you into limitations. Let us watch, ob-
serve, take note; but be careful. Things are
happening, for example, in Palestine. Lots of
people are dwelling in times and seasons. But
they have done that all the way through the
centuries. We were told that the times of the
Gentiles ended when General Allenby entered
Jerusalem; that a new Casar had arrived to
reconstitute the Roman Empire when Mussolini
set up his great empire in Rome! That sort of
thing has been going on for centuries, and it 1s
all based upon times and seasons. The differ-
ence 15 this—not that there are no times and
seasons, not that there are not movements in
the plan of God which have their particular
characteristics and can be noted, but there is
something infinitely greater than that. It 1s
the heavenly and not the earthly aspect you are
dealing with in the book of Acts. That is why
I stayed at that point—‘° When he had said
these things . . . he was taken up.” It became
a heavenly matter from that point.

Later the apostle Paul will use a phrase like
this—*¢ The Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God '’ (I Cor. 1. 10). “ The
Spirit searcheth . . . the deep things of God '’
that is something transcendently greater than
times and seasons; and if the Holy Spirit really
is in charge, there is no fathoming what God
has to reveal. ‘‘ Things which eye saw now,
and ear heard not, and which entered not into
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the heart of man.’”’ It is out there, into that
vast realm, that the Holy Spirit would bring
us, and we must be very careful that we do not
clamp down on the Holy Spirit with man-made,
man-constituted institutions. We must keep
out in the open with the Spirit, and it 1s there
that our surprises will begin—ryes, and our very
real discipline. -

The Prophets’ Ultimate Meaning Spiritual and
Heavenly |

Thosé referred to in Acts xiii. 27, or those of
whom they were typical, had a kind of appre-
hension of the Scriptures. Oh, there was no
doubt at all about their devotion to ‘the Word
of God; that is not the point. They were
fundamentalists of a rabid kind, as far as the
mspiration of the Scriptures was concerned.
They stickled for the Scriptures,. they dotted
all the i’s and crossed all the ‘t's.:! Many
among them were particular about the smallest
detail in the realm of outward observances,
even to the point of fussy fastidiousness.
Because the law ordained that a tithe of all the
fruit of the land was the Lord’s, they tithed
meticulously even their mint and other herbs—
but at the same time overlooked the things that
were inward and which mattered much more to
the Lord, such as judgment, mercy and faith
(Matt. xxiii. 23). That was their apprehension,
their mentality, their position. They saw
everything on the horizontal. It was a matter
of the exact technique of Scripture. The
result >—well, they were perpetuating an earthly
system with the Word of God. Their ¢ church ’
was the ‘church of Israel,’ the °‘ Israelitish
church '—and you can put in the place of Israel
any other denominational title that you like.
That church had its own particular forms, its
vestments, its ritual, its liturgy, and all accord-
ing to the Scriptures. It had its reading of the
prophets every Sabbath. It had the whole
system; but it was right down here on this
earth and as dead as anything could be. It was
purely formal, it was not getting through to
God’s end at all. It was failing to realise the
eternal ¢ounsels of God—scriptural, in a sense,
though it was. When the Holy Ghost came,
He did not sweep away the prophets, the Old
Testament. He took them up and showed that
there was something more than all that earthly,
perfect technique of the Word of God, with all
its accompaniments—without which all that
other would have to be set aside; and it is going
to be set aside. It fails to reach God's end,
therefore it passes out—and that is the issue
of the book of the Acts, the great transition.
There is a Divine meaning back of all that,
and when you have the Divine meaning, you
can dispense with the other, it can go. If you
have the thing in the really spiritual sense and
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realm, in the living and heavenly way, it does
nait matter about the other; that just drops out
and falls away.

That is what happened in the book of the
Acts. You can hardly see the point at which
it happened], but there is such a point. The
Apostles did go on attending the temple and
the synagogues for a little while, and then they
ceased to do s6. They were eontinuiig for a
time, but then it was as though they were
§£eaéily, guletly, meving eut, and evehtually
they were eut; semething had ﬁappeﬂe@l.. They
had eeme inte the real thing and the initial
thing had gene. The ene led to the ether, but
it served {ts purpese. They eame inte the
heavenly geed and meaning ef it all; it was
adt a Matter of teehnigue new.

There are many who will say about the fixed
orders and rituals, ‘ Of course, we do not
regard this as evenytinimg, it is only bolic;
we do remember that it indicates and implies
and points to something else, and it is that
something else we are thinking ofV Yes, but
is it not true that, when the Holy Ghost comes,
as He came then, and gets possessiom, and you
go on with Him, more and more the emphasis
off the merely outward and earthly and temporal
aspects of Christitanittyy fade away, and you
become wholly or increasingly occupied by the
glory of the reality? The Jesus of history
gives fulll place to the Jesus of the Spitit, of
heaven. That is exactly what is meant by the
voices of the prophets.

So, on the day of Pentecost, you start with
Joel. Everybody in Jerwsabam was saying,
“ What meaneth this?' They were all be-
wildered, without any understanding or percep-
tion; and Peter, with the eleven, opened his
mouth and said—"‘ This is that which hath
been spoken through the prophet Joel '* (Acts
ii. 06). “ This is that . . .»* What a crushing
blow it was to tradition, what an upheaval it
created in Israel—this, with its implications «ff
Jesus of Nazareth! And the Apostle went on:
he quoted a lot from the Old Testament. He
quoted David. That sermon of his on the day
of Pentecost was just fulll of Old Testament
quotations. But whoever saw that, whoever
knew that that was the meaning of it! You
see the point. It is something that really must
come to us here with tremendous force, because
even New Testament Christitaritty can be
reduced again to an earthly system of exact
technique. You can write your manuals on
New Testament procedure. You can have it
exactly according to the letter. It is all on the
horizontal, it becomes legalistic, it ties up the
Holy Ghost. Although the intentiom was to
be more exaetly aceending to Scripture, that the
Lord might have a fuller way, it does not

always result in that. The whole thing must
be baptised in the Holy Ghost and lifted clean
off the earthly level, and become something
absolutely heavenly.

Our Responsibility to Yield to the Spirit

Now I think we can rightly say that when
the disciples asked, “‘ Lo, st tthowm aft ttis
time restore the kingdom to Israel?" they were
seriously and genuinely exercised. The Scrip-
tures must be fulfilled;; what was written must
happen. I think the disciples were very much
occupied with this, burdemed- and perplexed:
they wanted to know how things were going to
work out. The Lord said, in effect, * Do nmit
worry about that; the Holy Ghost is coming
and He will take all respomsililitty for every-
thing—times and seasons and evaryming else;
Hee is comming with the whole putpese of God in
Hijs hands and He will work it out; you can
be at rest, it is all right." These who get this
earthly idea and conception of a system become
terribly worried and burdened to work it out—
the awful fre itilitsy of this ‘ New Testa-
ment Chureh,” of having things exactly as the
Seriptures say!! If the Holy Ghost were in
ehar%%, the burden would go. He is doing it.
Alll that we are ealled upen to do is to get into
the hands of the Holy Spirit, get completely
fiee from all this haeness, free to the Spirit of
God. Matters will werk out all right. And
even if the Holy Spirit comes up agaimst some
stones 1A us and for a time thefe is some eoh-
fliet, He is mere than equal to that sitwation,
fere than equal tg Peter and his never having
eatel anything unelean. When the Lokd emve
Peter that visien of the sheet let dewn with all
manner of fourfooted beasts and ereepin
things and said, ™ Rise. Peter; kill and @,
Peter in effect guoted Seripture te the Lerd;
he gueted Lev. i, with {ts eemmandment een-
eerifg the unelean beasts which must net be
eaten. * Lord, here is Seripture for my pesitien;
/Y, BAsition 1§ seundly feunded uper the Werd
oF God ! What are yeu geing te de with that?
Now, listen=l am nb! sa oF eyeR-myIhing
Wzt e Hoby Ghest will ever call upen us 19
g9 SOMBIRING copirary ¥ e Seriphures. He

BVeE Wwilh, Byt He will very gften shew s
that the Seriptures rmean semething that we
Aever saw them te fead. Lev. x had a mean-
i Peter had net seen. He had taken the
letter and the literal meaning of these things.
Ere fever saw the Divine, splritual meaning at
the baek of that. Cornellus had never recelved
the Holy Spirit, and therefore an angel spoke
to him. Peter had received the Holy Spirit
oh the day of Pentecost, and it was the Spirit
Villlo was speaking to Peter. The Holy Ghost
had this mattet in hand, and was dealing with
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the difficulties in Peter, even in his funda-
mentalism, to lift him off a merely temporal,
earthly ground to a heavenly. Peter was
living under an open heaven; and there are
temendous changes when you get there, [t
does not all happen at once.

Tise Holy Spirit * Upon’ amd “in '

zust one further word for the present. You
fetiee here that there was a double operation
of the H@ly Spiﬂt In chapter ii, the Spirit
fighted * upen ' them. These cloven tongues
as of fire sat upen them; and then it says,
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the
S irit *gave-"themvuitterance: \«~' Upon ' “and
‘A2 >
dieting . what we ‘have been saying about too
mueh- teehmque, but there-is a. nmmumrg 1im
“upon’ and the “im.”" The upon ’ is
the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit in relation
te ‘Ged’s eternal putpose. That is, 'the ‘Huly
Spirit has come as the custodian and admini-
strator of the eternal counsels of Ged, the
? ﬂg@s@ of Ged from eternity, aned like
hat'He Impeses (1 trust that Is net the wren
wefd te use) the puipRe 6f Ged upen the vessel.
Hre gathers the vessel inte the p ug@@e In a
severeigh way. It s as theugh elreled
areund and teek charge of the wvessel in an
qutward way and said, ' THis js the vessel of
!Eg sternal By 8f Ged.’ He tesk émf
eame y eﬁ fef that. Buf %B@ﬁ

Ry Weke HhiRd %h
I-B@E Eéﬂiﬁ EE eant chg; at
e iﬂwaf E 3 v st eerrespend
the gy é{ at Is ttfemeﬁ us:
R Was net that,

ﬁ%& & %g%:%%%%% %E?{ﬁ@ife el

el
& %ﬁg ?91 {f %‘g f%é;é%%‘

dlb'" thott Mraant o Hee ttebimcad) ; ccmiitea-
uhe to .walle wafthi

in this way and that in an outward way. He
was going to have the inner life of the Church
corresponding to the puipose.

Yau find before long that He very severel
comes upon anything that does not corr
Ananias and Sapphita will know you cannot
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Readvng [l Kings ii. 23-25.

TP HE many attractive stories about Elisha
= are so concerned with his gracious charac-
ter and ministry that it almost seems a pity
te recerd the stern condemnation which he
proneunced of the way to Bethel. It would be
guite wreng, hewever, to regard this outburst
45 Being fere less. of temper because of the
reveeatien of the lads’ moekery. It is some-
thing very different from that. This incident
is as mueh a patt 6f Elisha’s spirituall ministry
as any of the others, and indeed has a vital
relation te all the rest. . The man of the Spirit
fmust net enly be gentle, he must be energetic;
and he must be particularly energetic in with-
standing unbelief.’.

I think that we must consider these verses in
the light of the rest of the chapter. It is per-
fectly clear that Elisha’s ministry diepended
upon a certain governing fact which was all-
important, namely, the translation to glory of
his master, Elijah. There would have been no
teiumphal ministry of life, no blessings and no
deliveramees, apart from this fundamental fact.
Eliiah’s translation to glory was the ecrucial
experience upon which was based the whele
subsequent ministry of the Spirit exercised
through Elisha. Everything depended upon
that moment, and upon Elisha's personal asso-
ciatien with it, ‘. . . iff thou see me when I
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee;
but if net, it shall not be so " (I1 Kinpgsiti. 1
How everything conspired to rob Elisha of that
vision !

The spirituzl counterpart is surely very plain.
The value, the impact, the living power of our
testimony is dependent upon one fact, the fact
that the Lord Jesus lives triumphant over death,
and has been exalted to the Throne of Glory.
Like Elisha, we have no spiritusl power for
ministry, no '* double portion ° of the Spirit,
if we are not personally related to .this fact;
and like him, we shall find that there are eon-
tinual atwempts to deprive us of that vislen.
We are nething In eurselves. Our ‘ faith ' Is
nething in Itself. Our m@@@ge Is nething if
It is enly a matter of werds. The vital energy
of all spiritusl ministry is geverned by' euF
union with the Lefd In glery.

Challenges to the Vision
1. Discouragement

The early verses of this chapter reveal a very
real conflict over the matter of the all-governing
vision. Elisha travelled from place to place in
company with his master, each new advance
bringing a fresh call for determination if the

10).
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true purpese of the journey were to be fulfilled.
Elijah himself seemed to discourage his servant
by suggesting that he should not complete the
journey—""Tarry here, 1 pray thee. . . ." . While
he doubties wanted Elisha to go the whole
way and expected him to de so, nothing could
be taken for granted or made easy. Elisha
fust be resolute. Moreover, in each place the
sons of the prophets—godly men—did their
utrost to detet him frof his pursuit of the
vision which was to prove so vitally important.
At every turn he was challenged over this
matter of the glorifying of his master; he
found that all sorts of unexpected . people
seemed to be trying to keep him from the
vision: numerous situations seemeell to be
devised especially for distracting his attention.

Is not this our experience® Do we not find
a cominimetion of circumstances tending to rob
us of the all-imponttemtt vision? That vision
means power—power over all the power of the
enemy—so everything is directed against it.
Expenmmes both pleasant and  umyllsesant,
things good and bad—how much there is in
every day of our lives which seeks to draw
away our gaze from the Lord in the Glony!
Even the {Lord Humself sometimes seems
deliberately to discourage us, or at least He
withhelds those little extra helps to faith which
we feel He might well give. This vision is for
those who refuse to be put off. Elisha was
determined that he would not miss it. Let us
be equally positive.

2. Doubting

We next find that even after he had seen
Elijah ascend to glory he was beset by per-
plexities as to this very matter. The sons of
the prophets which were at Jericho said to him,
" Belholldl now, there be with thy servants fiftty
strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and
seek thy master: lest peradwentiune the Spirit
of the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him
upon some mountain, of into some valley.”
“ Lest peradventuwie . . .” Elisha knew very
well what had h , and yet he seems t6
have been shaken by these plausible aFrguments.
Even when we have had the visien, we shall
find doubts creeping inte eur minds, subtle
insinuations that E aps after all it was net
real, At first Elisha withsteed their unbelief—=
*“ Ye shall noet send '*—=but at length they had
thelr way. How persistent s unbelief{ He
had seen Elijah g6 up te the Glery, and yet
here are the whispering doubts whieh will Aet
be silenced. They urged him till He was
ashamed, seeking to meve him from his ewn
steadfastiress. At last he agweed that they
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should send. _ _

Now, you see, here are all kinds of questions,
not as to the person of Elijah, but as to his
position. They do not doubt that Elijah is
alive, but they cannot believe that he is in the
Glory. He might be somewhere else. He might
even need strong men to help him! They in-
sist, therefore, upon a vain and futile search,
expending all their concentrated energy and
wasting Elisha's valuable time, while they try
to find an earthly location for the man who has
gone up on high. Where is the Lord? Is He
on some mountain or in some valley? He is
neither on a height nor in a depth, but has
ascended to heaven. Elisha was held up for
three days by this search of unbelief. We ?.15:0
are held up when we lose assurance as to Christ’s
heavenly position in the Throne. We try to
find . Him here and there; we look for earthly
and visible proofs of His presence; we demand
evidence as to where He is or what He is doing;
and all the time we are really actuated by un-
belief. It is no time, Elisha, for vain pursuits
and queries, but rather for a dogged assertion
of a fact, the Divine fact which 1s the very
basis of all'your faith. °‘ Lest peradventure
. . )" There are no ‘ peradventures’ for the
man who has seen the risen Christ. There is
only disappointment and delay when we give
place to doubts about the Lord, exploring here
and there to find proofs of His presence with
us. All progress must be in the power of the
heavenly vision. When the sons of the prophets
gave up their vain search Elisha was free to
proceed with his ministry.

3. Denial

Now we come to the third challenge, which 1s
the subject deait with in our reading. This 1s
the most serious attack. The offenders were
not just playful children. Little children would
not have been conversant with the matter at
issue. They were young lads, hooligans, who
were responsible enough for God to condemn
them, and who were sufficiently aware of the
facts to know the story of Elijah’s ascension
to heaven. (The words used in the original to
describe them correspond exactly with ¢ a little
maid ”’ in II Kings v. 2—and she was old
enough to be very discreet and responsible.)
When they cried contemptuously after Elisha
they were not just calling him names but mock-
ing him in relation to his testimony concerning
Elijah’s translation. They were saying, in
effect, * If Elijah has really ascended, you go
up too, and show us how it is done!’ So the
whole purpose of their ridicule was to deny the
central feature of Elisha’s life and ministry—
the glorifying of his master. The ¢ bald head ’
was a term of reproach, probably due to the

56

simple and unimpressive figure of this new
prophet, He was so lacking in outward evi-
dences of power and yet he claimed to owe
evervthing to the most amazing and glorious
event which had ever taken place. It all
seemed so absurd. They despised Elisha as a
mere nobody, wending his solitary way up to
Bethel, and regarded him as fair game for their
ridicule. I wonder whether they called him
bald head in contrast to Elijah, who was a
hairy man. There was something imposing
about Elijah; he was a frightening figure, so
manifestly enduved with Divine power that
nobody ever dared call out after him. It seems
that Elisha was of a different appearance, and
so they mocked his apparent insignificance,
denying that there could be. any connection
between him and the Throne of Glory. =
This is precisely the challenge which we all
have to face—the -challenge to reconcile what
we are with what we say our Master is. This
large band (there were forty-two mauled by the
bear) represents a concentration of unbelief,
denying and ridiculing our claim to be asso-
ciated with the King on the Throne. Let us
forget the human element and think of them as
voices, pursuing us with contemptuous deinals
of the power of His resurrection. They repre-
sent the multiple attacks of unbelief, stridently
denving that we have seen the risen Lord and
have received a double anointing from Him.
‘ Look at your weakness and insignificance,’
they seem to say; ‘ how utterly absurd it is for
a man like yvou to claim relationship with the
}':ll"hrctlme of Heaven." ¢ Go up, thou bald
ea. .J!

The Results of Doubt

(a) Indecision

Now supposing that Elisha had not acted
as he did. Supposing he had been apologetic
or tolerant in his attitude towards this mocking
denial, He would very soon have been over-
taken by indecision. When we begin to harbour
doubts about the Lord, if we allow any prob-
lems or perplexities to weaken our practical
relationship with the enthroned Christ, in-
decision 1s bound to follow. Elisha was
moving forward with purpose in a definite
direction. If he had not resisted the clamour
of unbelief he would never have gone on to
Bethel, nor to any of the other places in which
his ministry proved so vital, for the only mean-
ing of that ministry was that it was based
upon the exaltation of Elijah. Spiritually it
is as though it was not so much his own ministry
as a carrying forward to its proper fulfilment
of that which had been begun by his master
here on the earth; it was his privilege to do the
‘“ greater works ' now that Elijah had
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as to the whereabouts of Elijah it is obvious
that his successor would be paralised as to his
ministry. If we have the double portion of
the Spirit it is only through the exaltation of
Christ. To doubt that faet is to falter and
faint in our testimony. Bald head of not, weak
and despised maybe, we must go straight-
ferward with the eonviefiom that our lives are
in direst relatedness with the Lerd on the
Thiene.

The mockers saw no evidence of this glorious
fact as they looked upon the prophet, but he
himself had the inner assurance. One might
have thought that after that glorious vision,
and the subsequent e)gmnmmm of power at
Jordan and Jericho, Elisha could never be
tempted to doubt. We would think so, if we
did not know something of the assaults upon
our own faith. We may have had a spiritual
revelation of the power of His resurrection and
known something of the power of the Throne
working through us, but our footsteps may still
be dogged by a horde of unbeliewimg spirits
with their challenge as to the reality of that
vision. If once we admit such a doubt, in-
decision will be the inevitable outcome.

This is where a robust, aggnessire attitude of
faith is needed. Elisha did not yield to the
deubts, he did not parley with them; he turned
tound on them and cursed them in the name of
the Lord. This is the violence of faith. Unmtil
we adopt such a positive attitude of resistamce
to every voice of unbelief we shall be found
undecided and faltering in the way. God
eonfirmed Elisha's curse. It is foolish, after
alll, te explain this incident as a loss of temper.
When you lese your temper at those who poke
fun, you deliver yourself into their hands and
thev enly jeer the more. In this case the curse
had an immediate and feaefiull effect, for God
was in it. God was with Elisha when he con-
demned the voices, and He acted swiftly in
judgment. And when we tutn on our spiritual
fors—riot on men, but on the spiritual resistance
=when In the name of the Lord we condemn
the ten whieh rise up in judgment te deny
our unien with the risen Christ, God acts
swiftly and sets us free to' go on our way.

(b)) Self-Consciousness

A further peril of such an experiemce is self-
conscioustess -aitieer in terms of self pit}f or
else in a wrong kind of self reliance. If the
Lotd is really on the Throne, having all power,

am I a weak and solitary figure trudging
om from Jericho to Bethel? If the power of
Hifs resurrection is mine, why are things so
difficult and people so antagomistic? If this

%ﬂ{?‘r I%f honour all along

the way; men should recogmize and acclaim
me; my progress should be made amid the
plaudits of the multitude. Instead of that I
am . dogged by a mob ef heoli?ans erylng,
** Go up, thou bald head.” It really does seefi
that things are all wrong and that the Lerd
has forgotten me!

On the other hand, this sstffammsciousness
ma% find expression in wrong kinds of anxiety.
If Elisha’s ministry was not the continuaice of
Elijah's; if the latter was not translated se that
what he had begun might be fullfillled through
Elisha; if, indeed, the whole matter of Elijah’s
exaltation was just ima%fﬁati@ﬂ, then Elisha
must get busy and plan his ewn esurse. The
moment we cease to have an attitude ef eom-
plete dependence on the risen Lofd euf owd
flesh gets active to plan for eurselves, Elisha
must walk in a way ef utter faith {f he s ¢
kaow “ e powar of ML resHrRih =4
so must we, From one place te anetir oA the
outward journey Elijah had Been the ene Eg
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(¢) Contradiction
[ think that another effect of permmittiimg) these

claim of mine is true, surely thete should be voices to continue their blagpienous denial
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would have been a serious inconsistency in
Elisha's course. We become a contradiction
when we lose sight of the Lord in the Throne.
Elisha, you see, was going up to Bethel. Bethel,
the house of God, is the place of His supreme
authority, the place where only He has a voice
and where everything else must be silent unto
Him. If Elisha had attended to the other
voices he might have been in the way to Bethel,
but he would have been a contradiction to the
spiritual meaning of the place. To be truly
related to Bethel, not merely in ~utward loca-
tion but in conformity of spirit, he must
maintain his attitude of. whole-hearted sub-
mission to the Lord. In Bethel there is no place
for the -flesh, and if it disputes the Lord’s
authority it must be cut off in His name. That
is why Elisha cursed the mockers; to do any-
thing less than that would be quite inconsistent
with the true significance of Bethel. In the
matter of the utter supremacy of Christ we must
not for one moment give place to the devil.

It 1s worthy of special note that the biggest
challenge arose at this place, for in spiritual
experience we so often find that it is when we
press on to seek only the glory of Christ in
His house that we enter into a realm of bitter
and relentless conflict. The gates of Hades
match themselves n conflict against the church
of Christ, the Son of the living God. Probably
every fresh exercise among the people of God
with regard to Bethel has experienced the same

kind of contemptuous opposition. ‘‘ Go up,
thou bald head.’’

Elisha's whole future ministry depended
upon his reaction to these questionings. He
was gentle and unassertive in himself, and he
was patient and kindly in his dealings with
needy men, but he was violent when it came
to matters of unbelief, Assailed by questions,
doubts or temptations connected with the abso-
lute authority and glory of his master, he was
unyielding. If Bethel 1s in view then the judg-
ment of heaven must be called down upon every
fleshly and satanic contradiction to it. It is
worse than useless for us to have the outward
form of the house of God if we are not living
spiritually in the good of it. Unbelief makes
for inconsistency; it admits some justification
for the voices which deny our vital experience
of the power of the risen Lord. . Faith, how-
ever, condemns the denial, proves that where we
are concerned the matter is not only in word but
in power, and leads straight on to the blessed-
ness of Bethel and a ministry of abundant life.

Faith must be viclent. The vision of the
glorified Christ will be bitterly assailed, and
every possible doubt and question will be raised
about our relationship with Him. We shall
never get on i1f we pay heed to unbelief or are
soft about it. 'We must be ruthless. The Lord
who confirmed Elisha’s curse with swift judg-
ment will also deliver us and lead us on in ** the
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