Author's Rights
Published as an E-book
by
Austin-Sparks.Net
Email: info@austin-sparks.net
ISBN: 978-1-927228-63-0
In keeping with T. Austin-Sparks' wishes that what was freely received should be freely given and not sold for profit, and that his messages be reproduced word for word, we ask if you choose to share these messages with others, to please respect his wishes and offer them freely - free of any changes, free of any charge (except necessary distribution costs) and with this statement included.
The Cross and the Eternal Glory
by T. Austin-Sparks
Transcribed from a series of messages given in May 1955.
Contents
Chapter 2 - The Divine Counsels of Glory
Chapter 3 - Glory by the Spirit
Chapter 4 - "Thou Art Come..."
Chapter 5 - The Necessity of Supreme Government being Established
Chapter 6 - The Ministry and Function of the Prophet
Chapter 7 - The Glorious Consummation
Chapter 1 - The God of Glory
The first letter of Peter, chapter 5, verse 10: "And the God of all grace who called you unto His eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little while shall Himself perfect, establish, and strengthen you. To Him be the dominion for ever and ever."
I want to place over this time a fragment out of that verse. It is this: 'His eternal glory'. His eternal glory. That indicates an all-governing object and end of God - glory. Whenever and wherever there has existed a state which has answered to God's mind, there has been glory. Glory is always present when things correspond to the mind of God, because glory is the mind of God. Of course, sometimes we have instances in the Scriptures of the appearance of the glory that has been unto judgment, but even so it was a testimony against that which did not correspond to the Lord's mind.
You remember when the divinely appointed servant of God, Moses, was challenged by some as to his position, we're told the glory appeared in the door of the tabernacle and judgment followed. Then at the commencement of the last book of the Bible, the book of the Revelation, we have the Lord Jesus presented in glory and it is again to judge things, but it is always, whether it is in blessing or in judgment, a setting forth of God's mind.
God's mind is a glorious mind, it is a mind of glory, and glory is timeless: it is His eternal glory. Now seeing that this is an all-governing object and end of God, a definition of glory is called for which will just fit into every occasion when the word is used. And, of course, that is a very big job. You have only to look at a concordance and you will find that you have on hand hundreds, more than four hundred occasions in the Bible for the use of this word 'glory'. And yet, there is a definition that will fit in to every instance. What I mean is this: when glory is mentioned, you ask the question: 'Well, what does that mean? What does glory mean?' Then if you define glory, you will see how the definition or the word truly understood just fits into every situation. The definition which we have given before, according (I think) to what the Scripture makes perfectly clear, is that glory is God's nature. And a state of glory is a state which corresponds to God's nature. Glory, therefore, is the Divine nature in expression. If you have Divine love in perfection, you have glory. If there is a state of love, Divine love, among the Lord's people, then it's glory. Not necessarily something like a blaze of light which you see, but which you sense. You sense it.
When there is a state of Divine Life in fulness, there is no death at all, but it is all Life, the river is flowing in fulness, it's a state of glory! When faith is free from all questions, and doubts, and mistrust; it's perfect faith, that is a state of glory. When holiness, Divine holiness, is present without any jarring, contradictory element of sin, then it's glory.
We know what we mean by just thinking of the opposite to all these. We know that when there's strife, and discord, and un-love, hatred, malice, suspicion, and all those things which are just contrary to love, there's no glory. There's no glory, it's a wretched situation and no one would call that glorious. Or in any of the other cases where, for some reason or other, death, spiritual death, has been allowed to come in and we touch the realm of death and dead things. We get on to some line of conversation where we are touching things that are dead, they don't live with God; there's no glory, we're sorry that ever we touched them, mentioned them, referred to them. Death has no glory about it. When you and I get into a state of doubting and questioning, questioning the Lord and begin to waver in our faith, the glory goes out and it never comes back until we get back to faith and confidence in the Lord. But when sin is allowed to persist, evil is given a place and there's no glory. So I think the definition is a sound one, a right one: glory is just the Divine nature in expression and wherever and whenever that is so, then it is glory. It is glory!
The Glory Comes In
Glory is initial whenever we get into line with the mind of God. Take the experience of one who comes first to the Lord. Why, a new-born soul, a new convert, one who has really come into the meaning of salvation, right at the beginning that one thinks that they are ready for heaven at once; there is nothing more to be done. Indeed, if they have not gone to heaven, heaven has come to them! This is glory, there's a touch of glory. That's true, it is initial.
It is also occasional. That is, whenever there is some experience by which we come into a fuller correspondence to the will of God, there is a new uprising of glory. It may be through some tremendous spiritual battle; some controversy that the Lord has had with us, or we with Him; something upon which the Lord has put His finger and we have just not been willing to let go, to yield; something like that, where everything for the time being has been held up in our relationship with the Lord or in our spiritual life. And then, as we say, "we get through", we get through on that, we get that thing settled and cleared up and out of the way. Immediately there is a new expression of glory; it fills our hearts.
It is initial, it is occasional. We can have many times of glory in our Christian lives. It is progressive, progressive in this sense: that it is an increasing matter. The Christian finds that from time to time he or she is taken into a deeper, deeper experience of trial, affliction, sorrow... something deeper and more difficult than anything before, and it's a time when there does not seem to be very much glory; the glory seems to be veiled. There is nothing necessarily wrong about that, dear friends. We will come to that again in a minute. That is the common experience and that is recognised as being true to Christian experience. But, you see, God is the God of glory and we are called unto His eternal glory and what the Lord means by this is more glory. The deeper the trial, the greater the suffering, the greater the glory, presently. It is only to bring about the glory in fuller measure. It is progressive, like that. And so there seems to be no end to these going-down experiences, but equally there is no end to the coming-up experiences. If there seems to be no end to the dark experiences, be assured that there is no end to the light ones.
Sometimes I have been in the lift or elevator and tried to make a contact with the operator and I have said like this: "Well, you know a great deal about the ups and downs in life, don't you?" "Oh, yes, of course...", with a grumble. But I say: "Make sure the last one is up and not down, won't you?" And a questioning look comes onto the face, "What do you mean by that?" Well, you see that's just what we do mean. And with the Lord's people the last one is going to be up and not down, simply because this is an all-governing object and end of the Lord. Do you believe it, that the end is not going to be down, it's going to be up? He is intending glory who hath called you unto His eternal glory.
And so what is initial, occasional, progressive, is final. The Bible reveals that to be so for the people of God. That is a statement of general truth, of truth in general.
Now if you look at your New Testament, you will find that glory is a central and a governing factor in the foundation of this particular dispensation in a particular way. This dispensation, as you know, in a special way, is built upon, as the Word says, "the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone" (Eph. 2:20). The faith of believers for this dispensation is thereby declared to rest upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Of course, they are the New Testament apostles and prophets. The apostles... and Jesus Himself being the chief corner stone, that is the full foundation. Now when you look to the foundation of the apostles and prophets upon which all faith in this dispensation rests, you find that it is the foundation of glory. John, who was one of them, and not one of the least of them, said "we beheld His glory", and you look at his gospel, and you find that the word "glory" has a very large place in the gospel by John. It is glory, glory, and so John, long years after said, summing it all up (their apprehension of Christ, what Christ had meant to them, and it is in the plural "we", see, the apostles): "we beheld His glory", and everything rests upon that.
Peter, who again was not one of the least of the apostles, he in looking back upon what Christ had come to be to them, and referring to what evidently had made the greatest impression upon him, he said: "we were eyewitnesses of His majesty, when there came from the excellent glory this voice...". Now, that is rather remarkable in this way: that Peter, who was on the Mount of Transfiguration with the Lord and, as he put it afterward, years afterward: "we were eyewitnesses of His majesty and there came from the excellent glory this voice". It wasn't long, only a little while after that that Peter is found in complete darkness, doubting who the Lord was, doubting almost everything that the Lord had said, raising questions about the cross, because the cross to him seemed to be the greatest disaster that could happen, doubting the very resurrection and because he had not laid hold of the significance of this really: denying his Lord thrice with vehemence. But then this, as it were, came right up from the dead, this all came back, this Mount of Transfiguration experience all came right back in this mighty way and years afterward he wrote "we were eyewitnesses of His majesty". You see, Peter's life and ministry subsequently rested upon the glory of Christ, upon glory, it came out of glory. I believe that the subsequent recollection, remembrance, recovery of what happened on the Transfiguration Mount was the inspiration and strength of Peter's life and ministry.
For us, for us in this whole dispensation, these men were saved by glory, that's the point. These men were confirmed and established by glory. These men had their life and their ministry from the glory that they had seen in Christ. And Paul, by no means the least of the apostles, beheld the glory of Christ on his way to Damascus. He beheld the glory. Christ appeared to him in glory and we have good reason to believe that that was not only the conversion of Paul, but everything that we know about Paul dates to that and sprang out of that. And the wonderful thing about it is that the glory was attached to Jesus of Nazareth. "Who art thou, Lord?", he asked. "I am Jesus of Nazareth." The significance of that, because that is the title of Christ in humiliation, of Christ as Man, and the glory, the effulgent glory of God and heaven attached to the Man, Jesus of Nazareth. To get the implications of that is tremendous. Man! Attached to man. And that became the very foundation of Paul's life and ministry. You see, dear friends, glory was the foundation of the apostles and prophets and this whole dispensation for Christians rests upon that glory. These men knew something about the glory, and that glory made them what they were and gave them to us. And what we owe to them, what we owe to those men!
Now just for a minute or two, let us look at another aspect of this.
The Four Relationships of Glory in the New Testament
We have them in this way: Acts 7 verse 2, Stephen opens his address to the Jewish rulers and elders with these words: "The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Ur of the Chaldees". The God of glory. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians chapter 1, verse 17 uses this phrase: "The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory": the Father of glory. In the first letter to the Corinthians chapter 2 verse 8 he speaks like this: "They crucified the Lord of glory": the Lord of glory. And then Peter, in his first letter chapter 4 verse 14: "The Spirit of glory resteth upon you". Four relationships of glory: the God of glory, the Father of glory, the Lord of glory, the Spirit of glory. The triune God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, all designated by the word "glory".
We'll look at each one of these briefly.
The God of Glory.
Whenever the word or idea "God" comes into view or into mind, there is only one thing that is the right meaning of that. If it is God, then the idea is worship, isn't it? It is worship. The God of glory... then the end of all God's ways will be worship. The glory will be in terms of worship. You see this is Abraham, "The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Ur of the Chaldees" and you remember in our last conference we pointed out that in Ur of the Chaldees worship was given to two thousand different forms of deities. And God said: "This isn't good enough. Two thousand deities getting worship? There is only one God who ought to have the worship. Come out of that Abraham, come out of that!" And you notice that the whole history of God's dealings with Abraham, indeed, His choosing of Abraham, was to constitute a people who gave all worship to one God only. "Thou shalt have none other gods beside Me." A people who give God His sole place and rights, unreservedly, undividedly - all the worship to Him alone. That was the meaning of the calling of Abraham: out from all other worships, to worship the One, the only true and living God; a people, a seed, in whom God got His rights and got them thoroughly without any reservation. That was the object. And God says, "When, when that happens, when I have My place, and sole place, and there is no dividedness about this matter of who has the worship and who gets the rights, then there will be a state of glory". We can look right through, can't we, to the end... the end will be there will be no other gods, no other objects of worship, no dividing of allegiance with God. He will be God alone. Paul touches on that when he says that even the Son Himself shall be subject "that God may be All in all", and that will be glory. It is glory in terms of worship. The God of glory! The God of glory. If you and I (and this is saying a very elementary thing) if you and I believe in God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, as our God, claim Him to be our God, believe Him to be our God, see what it means; it is something which would lead to glory, but it is a challenge all the way along as to whether He is, after all, God, our only God, altogether God. Enough on that, the God of glory.
The Father of Glory.
So each title has its own significance - the Father of glory. Well, fatherhood means that there must be children or else it doesn't have any meaning at all and true fatherhood means that the children take the character of the parent. This is the letter to the Ephesians, as you see, "the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory... the Father in whom every family is called", you see the idea is a family now. God's family taking the character of God, deriving the very life and nature of God, and expressing it. I need not dwell upon that in the natural realm. So often it's so easy to see the "family likeness", as we say, the family likeness... and to say of a son: "Well, we know whose son you are!" - not always, but often. And in this case there is no question about it (or there ought to be no question about it) whose children we are. Whose children we are! It ought to be possible for it to be said "we know who you belong to", meaning: "We know who your Father is. There is the family likeness." Now, if there is a real partaking of the Divine nature, if there is here the expression of His Fatherhood, in the measure in which that is true, it will be glory. He is the Father of glory! That is, the children partake of His nature and the nature of God in expression is glory. Well, that is capable of being submitted and subjected to tests, isn't it, again in the way in which I said just now. If there is something not like the Father about us, something ugly, something that is a contradiction to the likeness of our heavenly Father, well there is no glory. But get that cleared up - some bit of un-love, something about us that's really not the Lord - get it cleared up and out of the way, and what happens? Well, the only word is "glory", sensed inwardly and enjoyed inwardly, and enjoyed with others. Glory comes in. Take it between two Christians: get that ugly thing dealt with and removed and what glory comes between them! That is so simple, but that is the Father of glory, the Divine nature displayed in children.
Then coming to 1 Corinthians 2:
The Lord of Glory.
I think this has a double meaning. First of all, it clearly indicates Christ's place, Christ's rightful place: the Lord of glory. It is a title given to Him, that He is the Lord of glory. Meaning in this sense, the Lord from glory, the Lord whose place is in glory, the Lord whose rightful inheritance is glory, He is the Lord of glory in the utter and absolute sense. And again, it is only when Jesus is really Lord that we know the glory. Oh, this long-drawn-out battle of His Lordship, what a miserable thing it is! What a miserable thing it is... You know the most miserable people on this earth, who are they? Who are the most miserable people in this world? They are not the worldly! They are not the worldly, they have a good time in the world, and they are not the out-and-out Christians. They are the people who are half-way between the two, who are trying to mix up the two. They have the two, something of the Lord and something that is not the Lord and they are just trying to, somehow or other, reconcile the irreconcilable and they are miserable people. Oh, be one thing or the other! That's not the Lord of glory you see. Now, if He is really Lord, then there will be glory. But I think this has another meaning too. As Lord of glory He is over everything and going to make it work out to glory. The book of the Acts is just written on that principle, isn't it? All sorts of things from early in the book, right to the end which seem to be, well, the work of the devil, the work of evil men: apostles in prison, the work of God being hindered, things seeming to go wrong, Christians suffering. But look again at each case. Is Peter in prison? All right, what's the outcome, what's the end of it? Glory, isn't it? Are Paul and Silas in prison? Well, glory is the issue. And so again and again and again things which seemed to be all wrong at first, contradictory, were made to work out to good. Paul said "I would have you know that things which befell me have fallen out for the furtherance of the gospel". Why? Because the Lord of glory has got the situation in hand and not the devil! It looks otherwise and it looks as though the end is going to be calamity, but no! The Lord of glory has got hold of this thing and He will make it work out for glory in the end. If only we believed that; the darkness and the most difficult situation is going to work out for glory because the Lord of glory is over it!
And finally:
The Spirit of Glory.
You need to read Peter's context to see what that means. Look at his first letter, and you will see that he has a lot to say about the sufferings of the Lord's people. "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial... Though now for a season you are in heaviness through manifold trials". And he refers to their being persecuted for the sake of Christ and then he heads it right up here: if you are persecuted, if you suffer for the sake of Christ, "happy are you, for the Spirit of glory rests upon you"! You see, the Spirit of glory links with the fellowship of Christ's sufferings. Now, Christ's sufferings led to His glory. The sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow... suffering together with Christ, and the glory that will follow, both in the custodianship of the Holy Spirit. Our sufferings, as were His, are under the Holy Spirit's hand, and the Holy Spirit will see to it that just as Christ was glorified after suffering, so by the same energies of the Holy Spirit, glory will come to us if our sufferings are in fellowship with Christ. The Holy Spirit has got this matter in hand. He is the Spirit of glory, that is His end, the object to which He is working. The Holy Spirit has got this matter really in hand, to turn the sufferings of the saints to glory, to bring them to glory through suffering. So Peter says: "If you are reproached, if you suffer, for Christ's sake, happy are ye, blessed are ye, for the Spirit of glory rests upon you". That is: the Holy Spirit is present to turn your sufferings to glory - not to shame, not to disaster, not to despair - but in the end to glory.
Now that, surely dear friends, is the basis of our confidence. All I have sought to do this afternoon is to lay a foundation; a foundation for faith, for hope, for confidence, in dark times, in difficult times, in times of adversity and suffering. The God whom we worship is the God of glory, the Christ who is our Lord is the Lord of glory, the Holy Spirit whom He has given is the Spirit of glory. The Triune God are bound together in this one thing: to see that the end for the church is the end to which Christ has come: glory! The end is glory. The Lord will probably have more to say to us about it, but we want to just put that word over this time and seek to get into line with it, for God intends glory, dear friends. Whatever the devil intends and works to, God intends glory. Just believe that, believe it now. Sometimes it is most difficult to believe that things are going to have a glorious issue and end. Let us believe that because God, the Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost are bound by this one glory, we shall come, not ultimately only, but again and again through difficult, through dark experiences, into glory.
Chapter 2 - The Divine Counsels of Glory
Before we come to our message this evening, I want to say one or two preliminary things. I am quite alive to the fact that even in a small company like this, a very wide range of spiritual experience and history is covered. On the one hand, there are quite a number who only recently have come to the Lord and who have not, as yet, a very full knowledge of the Lord's things or perhaps even of the Bible itself. And from that early point right onward, at various times, we might almost say numerous stages of the Christian life, this company is found, to a fairly mature and rich knowledge of the things of God. This all constitutes, of course, some difficulty for a speaker and the necessity of trusting the Lord very really that no-one shall be left out. But let me just say this word or two of a general character to indicate exactly what it is we have as our object at this time. I think I could cover it all by putting it this way: it is an understanding of what we have come into when we have come into Christ or when we have become Christians; what we have come into. And for those who are well in, what it is we are really in. We shall never come to the point where we do not need to have that kept before us - exactly what it is we are in.
Now, the beginners may have very little knowledge of what they have come into, but I think some people who are very far on sometimes don't know exactly what they are in or what it is all about. And it will always be helpful if we can have it shown to us, at any time, what we are in. Now, as to our method: we want, on the one hand, to be helpful in the matter of knowing the Bible. It is a most important thing that we know the Bible. We shall never know it fully, however long we live, but to have a knowledge of it, and an ever-growing knowledge of it, is a most important thing for Christians. And so we do proceed along this line with the idea of helping everyone to know what is in the Bible and what it is all about. A very big undertaking! On the other hand, it is not just to know the Bible - which we all need to know it better - it is that we shall get the message for our own lives; that the Bible shall speak to us personally in a spiritual way, that it reaches further down than our heads and really gets into our lives, interpreting God's ways with us, God's dealings with us, with a view to bringing us where God wants us to be. And then, you will not be able to grasp all that is set forward. I am quite sure that already you'll feel helpless in the presence of what is in front of you, and I also feel helpless about it, but what we shall aim at mainly and shall be satisfied with, very largely, is that we get an overall impression, an overall impression of what God is after, not necessarily being able to understand or explain everything, but getting an impression. If we can only go away from these gatherings really impressed with what God is after, that will justify our being here.
Now, having said that, just a word about what is in front of you. It is possible that you will not even be able to read it from every point where you are, but let me say this: that it is not my thought or intention to work through that outline point by point, detail by detail. It is put there as something comprehensive in which we shall work, to get its message. Now that outline or diagram covers the whole Bible. [The diagram referred to is: www.austin-sparks.net/images/diagram2.html] Indeed, it goes outside of the Bible before and after, but it does cover the whole ground of what is actually in the Bible and intimated by the Bible. And you will see at once that the Bible is broken up or divided into quite clearly defined sections. I'm saying all this for people who are at the beginning of Bible knowledge. Don't be appalled. This is to help you and just put into your hand a key. You will be able to see now that that is not just a book which is a mass of details, all sorts of things, I don't know what it all means. There are very clearly defined lines in the whole Bible. It has quite distinct sections and it moves from one section to another, carrying in every section one message. So it's to help you to get some general grasp of the Bible and to put a key into your hands which will open the Bible if you will use it. And then to really let the Lord speak to your heart. I am more concerned that as you take up your Bible in any part or as a whole, you listen; you listen to God, speaking by His Word, and always asking the question: What does that say to me? Not only what does that say, but what does that say to me, what is God's message to me in this part and in that part?
Well, that is enough, I think by way of introduction. Now, as we said this afternoon, the key phrase which stands over these meditations (and let me put in a parenthesis here, I'm not taking it for granted that we're going to occupy the whole conference with this, I don't think we are. So far as I'm concerned I don't expect that, but for the time being and perhaps at times we shall be moving in this realm) the key phrase for this aspect of the conference however, is in 1 Peter 5:10: "The God of all grace who called you unto His eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered... shall Himself perfect, establish, strengthen you. To Him be the dominion for ever and ever." The Cross.
The Cross and the Eternal Glory
We have already seen today that this word and theme - glory - is something which governs the whole of history from God's standpoint. It governs the whole Bible and is the object which God has, from eternity past, had in view for His creation and which He is going to realise ultimately. It is glory. But it is glory in Christ Jesus, unto His eternal glory in Christ Jesus. So that Christ Jesus is the sphere of God's eternal glory. That is, the eternal glory unto which you and I and all believers are called by His grace, is bound up with, and inseparable from, Christ Jesus. There is going to be no glory that is not in Christ Jesus. All the glory is going to be in Him and there is no hope of glory apart from Him. It is Christ in you the hope of glory and there is no prospect of glory apart from Christ.
So that we are by the Word introduced in the very first place to Christ in pre-creation glory. And you know the passage, or the passages, which indicate that. There are, of course, quite a number of them which we will not turn to, but here are these two, in the seventeenth chapter of John's gospel, recording that incomparable prayer of our Lord, John 17:5: "And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was". 'The glory which I had with Thee before the world was'. Verse 24: "Father, those whom Thou hast given Me, I will that, where I am, they also may be with Me; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world". Christ in pre-creation glory. We can't describe it. We don't know anything more about it than these statements, suggestions, hints, allusions, but it's sufficient that the Word of God tells us, quite explicitly and definitely that Christ was there before the world was, with the Father, in glory, all sharing the Divine glory. A glorious Being, before the world was. Timeless glory - the eternal glory. That is the first statement. I say it is no use trying to dwell upon it or stay with it. We are told very little more than the fact. But that's where we begin.
But there is a parallel truth revealed which is a very wonderful one and it goes back apparently to exactly the same period - if we may talk of eternity as a period - and that is this next one, what we have called, or what the Word of God here calls "the mystery of His will". It is in the letter to the Ephesians chapter 1: "having made known unto us the mystery of His will". What is the mystery of His will? Verse 12 completes the statement: "to the end that we should be unto the praise of His glory". Do you get the two things?
Christ in eternal glory, before the foundation of the world. In that same timeless time, God deciding to have a people; willing, willing that He shall have a people. I do not mean 'being willing' but 'willing', if you like: 'determining it', to have an elect people corresponding to the glory of Christ. That is called the mystery of His will and do you know that that word mystery does not mean what we commonly in our common, everyday language, mean by it? When we speak of a thing being a mystery, well, we mean something altogether remote from our comprehension or understanding; something that is very hidden and secret and involved. But in the Bible, in the New Testament, the word does not mean that. It means a secret which was at one time a secret, but which has now become divulged, revealed, something made known. It was something once in the heart of God, but now it has come out from the heart of God. It was a mystery, a secret, but now it's out; it's a revealed secret. That is how the word is used here, and the revealed secret of His will, that we should be unto the praise of His glory, corresponding to what was true of Christ (so far as His being a partaker of heavenly glory was concerned) shall be true of this elect people.
And this word "glory", if you will look, has a large place in this letter to the Ephesians. We are not going to turn to each passage. I mention it, you just make a note of it and see the place that glory has in this very short letter of Paul's. Eight times the word "glory" is used in this small letter, so far as extent is concerned. And then one wonderful usage of the word in a different form about the church - "that He should present the church to Himself, a glorious church"; glory, glorious. And you know that the letter all relates to and has to deal with this elect people called the church. That is the second part of the statement which we are not going to stay with any further, but we get those two aspects in the "before times eternal", before the foundation of the world. First, Christ in the glory, glorious, and then God's determining, willing, that there shall be a people corresponding to Christ in that glory. That was all true before this world was, and all settled there and then.
Then we go and take up that word "will".
The Mystery of His "Will"
We are putting that word "WILL" in capitals and in quotes. The "WILL" is now moving out into creative action. All we need to say about it is, when we take up our Bibles and begin the history of things in creation, all we need to say is this: "What's the point in it all? What's the point in it all? What is the meaning behind it all, what is it really all about? It's not just a statement of certain things: 'In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth' and then proceeded with everything else... all very interesting, all very wonderful, but what is it all about?" It is the "WILL" in action, what that "WILL" means; what it is to have this something that corresponds to the eternal glory. So that God proceeded with every detail with one object: that it should all answer to, and fall into line with, the glory of Christ before the foundation of the world. The very universe exists by the power of God as governed by this "WILL": the mystery of His "WILL", the secret of His "WILL" that we are called unto His eternal glory. If you like, with all the wrestling and juggling that has been done with that word "eternal", I do believe that it means something more than age. And for me, if God is eternal, and Christ is eternal, and life is eternal, that doesn't belong just to an age, so that glory is not just of an age; it is timeless. The glory is as timeless as God, as Christ, and therefore as timeless as the "WILL" of God. We are brought into being according to the "WILL" that we should be eventually glorified together with Him.
Next,
The Rift in the Glory.
If you want to follow what I have said, you can do so, especially on that last matter about creation and glory, there is much Scripture to point to it. Would you like to have just one well-known passage? Here it is, here is a light thrown very clearly on that very matter of the creative work according to the "WILL", it is in the well-known eighth chapter of Romans, verses 20-22: "For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God..." Got it? "For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now." Well, it was brought into being for glory.
The rift came, of which are going to speak in a moment, and because of the rift in the glory, it was subjected to vanity - put under the reign of vanity. Vanity simply meaning: inability to realise its destiny. It was put under the reign of vanity until God should get what He is after in a people called the children of God, the sons of God. And when He gets that, when He's got the people for which the creation was made (not the other way round, that way the creation was made for the people) when He's got the people for the glory, then the creation shall be delivered from its bondage and come into the glory of the people. So the whole creation is bound up with this purpose concerning a people!
Does it sound a little too much to say that you and I, such ordinary people as we are, such poor creatures as we are in ourselves, (yes, we might well apologise for our very existence, we are such poor stuff) nevertheless, in Christ the whole creation waits for us! That is what is said here, the whole creation waits for us! I don't mean just for us here; be careful how you broadcast that will you? But for us and for such as we, in Christ, the whole creation waits until we come to glory and waits for its glory until then. But it is coming, this Scripture says, "when we come to glory". It is a tremendous thing that we have come into. Did you ever think of the Christian life being like that? When you walked out of the Wembley Stadium, did you think that was what you were walking out into? When you received Christ as your Saviour and Lord, is that what you saw? No, of course not! None of us did! We are all only learning about this, but I am trying to tell you that we have come into something tremendous. In Christ we have been called unto His eternal glory for which the whole creation waits! And when we come to that glory, the creation will leap out of its bondage, out of its corruption, for corruption is the opposite of glory. Into glory, incorruptible glory! What a tremendous thing we have come into! What a great thing it is to be a Christian!
Well, the rift, the shadow, the dark chapter... we know the rift. In two aspects, we are taught by the Scripture, that this rift in the glory began in heaven. We are told of one who had a very exalted place and a very glorious place in heaven; He may have been second to Christ for all we know. He may have been partaking of and sharing in the glory of Christ, but he is described in very, very glowing and glorious terms, "Lucifer, the son of the morning". But somehow, here again it is something that is not a disclosed mystery, it remains a mystery, how, in such a realm, evil could enter into the heart of a created being. But somehow it seems that he came to this point where he was not content to receive glory from another, second-hand; he must have the place of that other and be the glory himself; have it as his own, independently, separately, and not derived glory. Not derived glory... he aspired to have the place at God's side in equality with God.
We need not dwell upon that, it's so well known (unless for you who do not know the Scriptures), but there it is, this is what they tell us about the beginning of this rift. The result? He was cast out of the glory. Cast out of the glory! "Oh, Lucifer, son of the morning, how art thou fallen!" "I saw", said Jesus, "I saw satan fall like lightning from heaven." Cast out, but not before he had influenced a large number of angelic beings, drawn them into his conspiracy, into his net, inoculated them with his own unlawful ambition. And so we are told in one Scripture, "the angels which kept not their first estate are reserved in chains unto everlasting fire". It is a hint, a terrible hint, of this rift in the glory. We mention it and leave it, but it was not the end.
The other aspect of the rift, as we know from the Scriptures, was how, not content with drawing angelic beings, he determined to draw God's creation of humanity away on the same line. And so we have the scene in the garden: the temptation, the victory, the surrender of man and the rift in the glory. God had pronounced upon His creation, "It is very good". It corresponded to God's mind, it must have been very glorious. We have hints of that, hints of it, in creation, but there is nothing in the present creation that really corresponds to what it must have been like before any sin blighted it or death had power over it. The whole thing is now captured by this enemy of God. And he with his legions, his legions... the apostle Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians that they are innumerable. "Countless", he says, "hosts of wicked spirits". How great must have been the entail of satan's action in heaven. Now he sets out upon this great campaign in human history to draw away from God. Man yields and the glory is broken, the glory of the creation, and the glory of man, such as it was then. All we do is to state what the Bible tells us.
We note some of the:
Elements of that Rift.
That is necessary because of what we are getting after, what we are getting at. We can't understand all this meaning of Christ and the Cross and redemption and new creation and all these things, until we get to understand exactly the nature of that rift from the inside where first of all it was not only an act, it was a spirit; a spirit of rebelliousness. That is something more than acting in a rebellious way. And it was that spirit which was injected into man when man opened himself by doubting God, by entertaining a question about God.
Do not forget, dear friends, that you have only got to open yourself to a question for something to be injected which is not easy to get rid of. Part of the Christian life is to keep yourself closed to lots of things; you will not let that suggestion get in, you will not entertain it, you will not discuss it or argue with it, you will have nothing to do with it. You shut up your being to any suggestions that come from the enemy; that is the real nature of spiritual warfare with evil forces, it is to close yourself and keep yourself closed. If you don't, he will make awful ruin of you and rob you of the glory. Ask God to teach you how to say "No!" to things that the enemy seeks to get into your mind and into your heart, because the working of this thing will be a spirit of rebelliousness; a spirit. Well, he got it into the race, and we know it's in us. We know it's in us by nature and it will always be there in measure, to the end. I know how that contradicts some theories, but I still hold to it that there will never be a time when it will be impossible in this life for any of us, impossible... not to feel some question, some resentment, some rebellion in the presence of God's dealings with us. There will always be that there which is ground, if we like to give it to the enemy. That is putting it mildly, mildly. "In me," said Paul, "that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." That is putting it negatively. If he had put it positively, he would have said, "There are lots of very bad things in my flesh, and one of them is that I am constantly having to fight for my faith". He says you fight the good fight of the faith.
Rebelliousness is in the race, like it or not, it was in the constitution of humanity from that day on.
Pride
Pride was back of it, and the refusal or the dislike to have second place. That was satan, that was his angels, that's what he injected into man and into the race through the first man. And tell me, do you love having what we call "second place"? I mean, being set at nought, walked over, ignored, thought little of, put aside? Isn't there something all the time that is working, even in our inferiority complex, which is saying we want to be something more than we are? We want to be! And there is something about us, let's be quite honest - although some of you dear people, I know, are too good to have anything like this, but I am not one of you, and I think the majority will go with me on this matter, that there is a lot of pride about us and we can suffer from hurt pride, and we can feel it badly if we are slighted. That is human nature we say, but it is there, it's there. But where did it come from? Well, this serpent bit us in Adam and the poison ran into our veins. That's where we are. Pride... pride.
Unbelief
Unbelief... I am not going to dwell long on that. But we know it only too well. It has come from somewhere and we know it hasn't come from God. And we know that as a new creation in Christ we hate it. There is that in us which hates unbelief, that sets up an antagonism to it. We now are afraid of unbelief, we dislike unbelief, we will fight unbelief, we know unbelief is our ruin. What has made us feel like that about it? We were not always like that; not always like that. Now there is a revolt in us against unbelief. Where does that come from? Well, that comes from God, but it shows that there is something wrong about us where there is unbelief; and the Word of God tells us where it came from.
Now I am going to stay longer with the next thing I mention - possessiveness.
Possessiveness
You see, that started in heaven didn't it? The actual words which are recorded as coming from satan in that hour of unlawful aspiration are these: "Thou saidest: I will be equal with the most High'". Possessiveness. Now, it's strange and interesting and impressive that the Bible from beginning to end is full of a paradox on that matter. Along one line the Bible urges us to be possessive. You take one book of the Bible only, or two books of the Bible, the book of Deuteronomy, the last book of the first section, or the next book of the next section, the book of Joshua, and the urge is, "go in and possess". Go in and possess! "Thou shalt go in and possess." Again and again it is, "possess, possess, you must possess, you must take possession", and yet along another line possessiveness is the most pernicious thing in God's universe; it's utterly satanic. Strange, this paradox, isn't it, that the same thing can be good and evil? That is what satan has done, you see. He has got things so mixed up, confused and distorted that you don't know where you are. You say: "I am told I have got to possess, I have got to lay hold, and yet in the same breath you tell me that you have got to let go?! And yet the great lesson of the Christian life is how to let go. What do you mean?" But there it is, that is where the Cross comes in.
This possessiveness... I want to say to you as I have had to say to my own heart many times and very strongly, a large amount of the discipline through which we have to go under the hand of God is because of our possessiveness. Shall we put that the other way: a very large amount of our discipline under the hand of God is to bring us to the place where we know how to let go, and do let go. And a whole lifetime can be lost and a whole life's work can be forfeited if we don't learn that lesson. The basic lesson of the Lord Jesus as Redeemer of this universe was letting go the glory, letting go His former position, letting go! Letting go! You and I would not have been redeemed if He had not let go. And there are many lives who are not being helped because you and I don't let go. Our lives are passing on... many are passing on, and a lot of time is being lost because this lesson has not been learnt: the ability to let go.
This inborn possessiveness to have, to hold, to possess... it's tremendous; it's terrific, it is terrible. The Lord would call us to some piece of valuable service, and oh, God only knows how much we are needed, and how great the need is. But He has to put us aside, either entirely shut us up from it, or put us into some other school of discipline, to wait until we have learned how to let go in the right way. You see, there is all the difference between our possessiveness, our possessiveness, and having what the Lord wants, and having it with all our hearts. What a difference! Now you see, the rift, the rift came that way: possessiveness, to have. Adam was told by this evil one that he could have. He could have it! He could have it if he liked to act independently, on his own, out from himself, in his own right and by his own initiative, he could have it in himself and not have it by dependence upon God. That's the suggestion: "You can have it; you can be as God," said satan, that is, "you can be self-sufficient, self-inclusive. You can have it." Adam fell to it, and we fell in him. And that is in us. More or less in everyone there is that thing, that evil thing: possessiveness to have, to govern, to control, to master, to be on top of a thing, to make it serve us. It's as great a peril and temptation in Christian work as it is anywhere. And it can be found in any relationship. I dare not analyse this, but if I were to, you would see it. You would see it: how there is this in human nature that really must control things, manipulate things, somehow or other work round to get what is wanted; anything! And this is possessiveness: to get it into our power. That's devilish and satanic if it is motivated by Self. You see the difference.
Taking as an illustration, rather anticipating things, take Israel. Israel were called to possess the land of promise, possess the land of promise... but they could never possess the land of promise until they had gone through the Jordan. And the Jordan was the type of the Cross where the possessiveness of satan was slain and now it was the possessiveness of God. You see? It was so. Have I not made that clear? It was not whether I want this, whether I am going to have this; that doesn't come into the picture at all. It is, does the Lord want this? Whatever it costs me, does the Lord want it? I am out of this picture, the Lord fills the picture! That is the only ground of real possession. If the Lord wants it... the Lord. The right kind of laying hold: if the Lord wants it.
Well, I have spent a lot of time on that, but it is something to be taken account of, it is a very serious thing, but the Lord deals with us faithfully. Oh, that He might show us the meaning of delays, of unnecessary delays, of the loss that we suffer and His work suffers, simply because we would take it into our own hands and make it ours. No, dear friends, everything that we have in Christ has got to be His. It is the Lord's; not ours.
So we see in all this rift its nature; a basic perversion... a basic perversion of mind, of mentality, of mindedness; a basic perversion of desires, affections, likes, dislikes; a basic perversion of will, to have, to possess, to decide... all perverted. And when that happened the glory departed. The glory departed from the Garden, the glory departed from man, the glory was withdrawn and put into reserve until such time as that was dealt with and the glory could come back. That introduces, of course, the whole meaning of the Cross: to get rid of the thing which destroys and sets aside the glory, all the things which put the glory away, to deal with them and to make way for the return of the glory. Well, that is anticipating things, but that's the meaning. And now this is a statement of facts.
From that point we come on to the Divine reaction to this situation which has arisen, this that we have called "the rift" - the Divine reaction. And although I would like to go on for another hour with this, I'm not going further than to just intimate it and leave it; what I have called the forward thrust of the Will. It is a new idea that has come into my head and I like it rather: the forward thrust of the Will... The Will, the big Will, the capital Will, the forward thrust. At that point God said "No!" to this rift and God took action to see that the Will was not frustrated, that the Will was not set aside, that the Will, "the mystery of His will", should not be defeated. He took action. The Will thrust forward. Yes, it's such a Will that it must have a thrust and it did thrust forward and from that point we have the movement of the Will on the one side against all that that constituted the rift and set the glory aside, but positively for all that which would bring the glory back and realise it ultimately. The Will steps in and goes energetically on and you are able to trace right through the Bible from the rift with the next move in Abel and then right on, all the way through, the Will is driving on.
Driving on... and at last the Will realises itself in full, but along certain, quite clearly defined lines, lines which we shall seek to follow. May I just, before I close, indicate those three things. As the Will thrusts forward it brings in first of all the long shadow of "A Man", capital 'A' and capital 'M'. The long shadow of A Man stretching right down the ages, overshadowing the movements of God. There is something to keep you going for a long time. Now what I want to say is this: the Bible must be read with the one object of recognising features of Christ, both actual and by contrast. Have you got that? The Bible must be read with the one object of recognising features of Christ, actual features, or by contrast. That opens your Bible. You start with Abel, now I am not going through, you start with Abel, look at Abel [Unfortunately the recorded message ends here].
Chapter 3 - Glory by the Spirit
Reading: 2 Corinthians 3.
We do not make a great deal of the ecclesiastical calendar as such - the special times and seasons of the year because it is a part of our religion - but sometimes it is good and well to dwell upon the great epochs which lie at the very foundation of our faith, such as the birth of our Lord, His death, His resurrection, His ascension, and the coming of the Spirit. Today that latter is in many minds, the day of Pentecost, the coming of the Spirit. And I think, dear friends, nay, I am sure, that we, the Lord's people are always in need of both reminders and fuller instruction as to what that really means. For it was indeed a great, a great thing that happened. The whole of the dispensations turned upon it. Up to the time of the coming of the Holy Spirit, the conditions of one dispensation obtained. From that day the whole dispensation changed, and entirely new conditions came in. I say today we need to know the greatness of the change and the changes which have come with the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The chapter which we have just read, as a portion of a much larger argument or setting forth of truth, ought not to be confined or restricted to the verses marked by chapter 3. This chapter embodies something momentous and tremendous of that very change of dispensations, from Moses to Christ and from Moses to Christ ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the difference is marked by the prevailing word throughout the chapter: glory! Glory! Underline it: verse 7, verse 8, twice in verse 9, twice in verse 10, verse 11, three times in verse 18. In eighteen verses, the one word occurring ten times, really indicating what this is about. And then lay beside it the word or the Name: "Spirit". You find that this is a governing and ruling matter: the Spirit and Glory. And the argument of the apostle is just this: that there was a glory which faded, which went out in the Old Dispensation, and that dispensation resolved itself into a dispensation which was anything but glory. But, by the coming of the Spirit, a dispensation of glory came in, and a glory which never was before: a new glory, a fuller glory, and a glory with a new meaning.
To just analyse and sum up this chapter, we may put over it the statement that the theme here is glory; let that be said. The medium of glory is the Spirit; He is clearly set forth here as the Spirit of glory, the medium of the Glory. The instrument of the glory - the Word of God, the Word of God becoming alive by the Spirit and producing glory, as we shall see. The sum of the glory is Christ: "when it shall... turn to the Lord, the veil is taken away" - the glory breaks out. Or, if we pursue this a little further than the mark of chapter 3, we come on to this: "God who commanded light to shine out of darkness has shined into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ"; the sum of glory is Christ. The place of the glory is the heart of the believer: "has shined in our hearts... has written on hearts... tables of flesh". The place of the glory is the heart of the believer. The effect of the glory in the heart is transformation. We are being transformed as we behold the glory, into the same image "from glory to glory". And the power of the glory is liberty; "where the Spirit of the Lord is (or where the Spirit is Lord) there is liberty". That's the chapter in brief, in outline. Don't think I am going to take all that and comment upon it, it's simply a statement: that with the coming of the Spirit the way has been opened up and the glory has come in.
But you notice, through this chapter and what Paul is writing, there are these fundamental contrasts. These fundamental contrasts which are of such tremendous importance. And dear friends, I do not feel that I can put sufficient emphasis and stress upon this matter; it goes far deeper, and more into the present situation than most of us realise. My difficulty is to make it clear, make it plain. Here we are in the presence of something of tremendous importance to Christians, because after all, and this I'm sure you will agree with, the real need where we Christians are concerned is that our Christianity shall be glorious! And that we should be glorious Christians, in the right sense. Well, you agree with that, but how? And it is by, not only recognising, but coming into the good of these fundamental contrasts which are presented to us in this chapter. There is this contrast at the heart of the others: the contrast between the Law given by Moses, and the Revelation given in Jesus Christ. There's the contrast between tables of stones, and hearts of flesh and so on. But right at the centre of these contrasts there is this one:
"The Letter Killeth, the Spirit Giveth Life."
Now let us be very clear as to what that means; that is not a contrast between the Word of God and the Holy Spirit. It cannot be that. The "letter", the letter there is the Word of God, but it is not set in contrast to the Holy Spirit as necessarily bringing death while the Spirit brings Life. I want you to be very clear in your mind about that. You see, when you use that phrase: "the letter killeth", don't think for a moment that that means that the Word of God brings death! You have got to get it in its setting, and understand what it is the apostle is saying here. It is between legalism in relation to the letter or the Word of God, and Life which comes by the Holy Spirit's action upon the Word of God. This is what the apostle is saying here, as he has said much more fully in other parts of his writings. He is saying: "Look here, because of a state in persons, 'their heart was hardened', because of a state in persons, the Word only comes to them as a legal statement of 'thou shalt' and 'thou shalt not'." It is something imposed upon them; it becomes a heavy and dead weight upon them; it just is a matter of oppression: "Now you must do this, and you must do that, you must do the other thing and you may not do these things". And so it may be the Word of God, but because of a state in those concerned, it becomes simply legalistic, and therefore it becomes bondage. It is the same Word, it's the same Word, it is all the Word of God, but it is the effect that it has upon us, and that depends entirely upon our state.
In his first letter to the Corinthians the apostle had a lot to say at the beginning, which bears I think, very much upon this matter. You remember how in that part which is marked by our chapter 2, he is speaking about "the wisdom of this world". The wisdom of this world. Now, he is talking to Christians, "the wisdom of this world" and the utter inability to understand the things of the Spirit of God by reason of natural wisdom. Yes, you may have all the wisdom of the philosophers, all the wisdom of the great Greek world and empire, and yet you are utterly incapacitated where the things of the Spirit of God are concerned. It is no use! It is no use approaching the things of God, the Word of God, with the most complete intellectual outfit naturally, whether you are born with it, or whether you're trained to it. You may bring the fullest, ripest scholarship, the best education, the finest brain to the Word of God, and... there's no Life. It doesn't produce Life; it is all dead. You handle the Word of God in that way and it does not communicate Life to anybody. It is very wonderful, of course, it may be very interesting, almost fascinating, but afterwards... has it ministered Life? And has it resulted in this transformation into the same image? No! And I am going further.
We may have the most thoroughgoing knowledge of the Bible, so that we are able to analyse every book of the Bible, and have it there in our head clearly, and tell anybody at any moment what is in this book, and this chapter and that. We may have the whole thing, and yet it may still be in the natural mind, and neither change us nor the people to whom we give it. And worse than that, worse than that, it may entirely incapacitate us for understanding spiritual things. We may be altogether in another realm from what is real spiritual understanding. It is necessary, dear friends, for you to recognise this, that it is not a matter of Bible knowledge, though that is so important. It is not a matter of brain and intellect and scholarship, it is not at all a matter of our attainments in that realm, however valuable such things may be, given the other. But it is a matter of "God having shined into our hearts to give the knowledge".
Another Kind of Knowledge by the In-Shining
An altogether different knowledge comes by the in-shining. Now, I take it that this natural knowledge, this natural wisdom of which the apostle spoke in his first letter corresponds to the tables of stone. After all, tables of stone are cold, dead things! Hearts of flesh are warm, living things! And that's the difference between a natural apprehending, grasping and handling of the Word of God, however great may be the natural ability in that realm, the difference between that and the Spirit revealing God's Christ in His Word in our hearts: they are two different worlds! I am not talking now about the unsaved on the one hand and the saved on the other; I am discriminating as this word does, between the people of God! Israel were the people of God; but you see, there was just this objective attitude to things, they were not spiritual people; spiritual men and women. And when we say "not spiritual" we mean they had not got the Holy Spirit indwelling and working. After all, everything was outward. And so they came to the Law as something written on tables of stone, and said: "Now, it says, 'Thou shalt, thou shalt and thou shalt not, thou shalt not.'" And it was all there like that as cold commandments and there was no corresponding light in their hearts; no Spirit indwelling! And so, it was dead; and it killed.
I know how hopeless it is to try and explain this. But you see, take even the commandments written on tables of stone: how do they affect you, dear friend? How do they affect you? Now you can take any one of those commandments, "Thou shalt not... steal" you feel bad about that? As a Christian, do you feel bad about that? That's a terrible, terrible rebuke to you, and terrible warning, terrible commandment... if you do that in any way whatsoever, and there are ten thousand ways in which you can do it. How do you look at that? What does that say to you? Does it just say, "Thou shalt not steal"; a cold commandment, imposing something upon you? Or has the Spirit of God in you taken up that with all the rest, and said: "Look here, here's Christ. Christ, rather than draw to Himself, even what belonged to Him, to say nothing of what belonged to other people and didn't belong to Him, rather than draw to Himself, simply was always thinking rather of how He could give rather than get." It's a principle, you see. Stealing embodies a principle. It means that you are drawing to yourself; you are going to have for yourself willy-nilly, anyhow you are going to get that because you want it! It's a spirit, it's a principle. And lawfully or unlawfully.
Stealing is unlawful, but when you lift it into the realm of the spiritual, you see something infinitely more than just, "You shall not go out and take something from somebody that doesn't belong to you"; stealing, in that ordinary sense. You see behind... behind there's the nature and the disposition of God. Behind there is the disposition of God; behind every commandment. We need to have every commandment dealt with in this way to see behind there is the disposition of God, the nature of God. That is mediated to us in Christ by the Holy Spirit, that a really Holy Spirit governed life doesn't want to be "getting" all the time, even to the point of taking what they have no right to have. But, right round the other way, right round the other way: the really Holy Spirit-governed child of God doesn't need to come under an awful weight of condemnation when it's said, "thou shalt not steal," or thou shalt not do any of the other things. The Spirit inside has dealt with that quite alright, quite well, quite thoroughly and changed the disposition, changed the desire. But you see something has got to be done inwardly, otherwise the "letter kills", brings death. But the same "letter" taken up by the Holy Spirit, illuminated, brings Life. It brings Life. The Word comes to life, and makes us live. "Written", says the apostle, "in our hearts"; written, "not on tables of stone", but "in our hearts", in hearts of flesh. Along one line, there's no glory at all; no glory, but along this other line there is glory.
I am compelled to close at this point, but I want you to grasp one thing, just to carry away with you this one thing. There is a tremendous difference, indeed, there is all the difference of two worlds, even amongst Christians, of those on the one side who have the Word of God, believe it to be the Word of God, would lay down their lives for it as the inspired Word of God and yet, and yet... it is just a book of commandments, and laws, and regulations and what-not. Then on the other hand, those to whom this Book has come alive by the Holy Spirit, and they are seeing by the Holy Spirit far more than just the written letter. If you get into the one realm, you see, you get a dozen, more, a score, a hundred different interpretations of the same passage of Scripture, and you are all at variance. One says it means this, and another says it means that, and that's because it is all approached by the natural mind. It's still the Word of God; it's still the Word of God. The only way to get over that, the only way to come to oneness of mind, oneness of heart, oneness of understanding, and to move livingly with the Lord, is for the Spirit Himself, who knows what the meaning is, dwelling in our hearts, to tell us that. Not to go beyond the Scripture, that's not what we're talking about, extra to the Scripture, but bearing witness in our hearts that this is God's mind about that.
And so I say to you: the Holy Spirit has come, He has come to take up the Word of God, and pass it from becoming just a book of commandments, into the realm where it becomes the Book of Life, that we really live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord, that His Word is made alive to us by the Holy Spirit in that true sense of Life. We may be fascinated with its studies and its subjects, and think that's life, but that's not what I am talking about. It may be tremendously interesting, but that's not what I mean. Life is something which changes us, that's the point; transforms us. Now the test then, of whether we have even the Word of God in a legal realm, or an intellectual realm, or whether we have it in the Spirit, is the effect that it has in our lives: the transforming effect or, to gather it all up again into this word - glory! Glory! And if you know what I am trying to talk about, you know how great a thing that is.
Have you, have you really, dear friends, come to know so truly, so really, the Holy Spirit indwelling as Teacher, as Illuminator, that you have passed out of the merely intellectual realm where the Word of God is concerned, into the realm where the Heavens are opened and the Word of God lives for you? That is a dispensational matter. And it makes a very great deal of difference in which realm we live. I'm trying to say to you that the greatest treasure that a Christian can have, is a Holy Spirit-illuminated Word of God. It makes a tremendous amount of difference. It doesn't mean that we know everything that is here all at once, for we go on in this realm of vast, vast fulnesses and we shall never exhaust them. But, it's alive, it's alive! We are not just studying it as dead matter - it is alive to us! Is it like that with you? Well, you see, it is a question of whether you have really grasped the significance of the day of Pentecost; the dispensation changed on that day from the one to the other. Are you living in the old... tables of stone, objective presentations of Divine commandments? Or are you living in this dispensation where, "God has shined into your heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus"? Mark you, always through the Scriptures, by the Word of God; not something extra but something there. And yet, and yet, and yet something more than the letter... there is the blessed, powerful witness of the Spirit to the meaning, the meaning there. You may have that; that is our birthright in this dispensation.
Oh, for more Holy Spirit indwelt and taught children of God! Taught children of God who really know what is theirs by right in this dispensation: to have the Holy Spirit within. Not just believing in the truth, the doctrine, the statement that it is so, but being in the good of it, knowing it to be true: the Holy Spirit is in me! And the Holy Spirit is teaching me, and the Holy Spirit is showing me what God means by His Word. I am coming as the Holy Spirit teaches and instructs and illuminates, to see God meant more than ever I realised He meant when He said that, and that, and that! You see, it is a living relationship by the Holy Spirit, and when it is like that, it is glory; the burden goes, the strain goes, the onus goes off of us. It's Life, it's really Life - indeed it is glory!
Now it is a fact, you see, that you can pass from one realm into the other, even as a Christian; pass from that realm where, though you believe in the Lord and you have the Lord, and you know you are saved, and yet there is a dome over you, a brass dome over your head where the Word of God is concerned, and you fumble and try to find your way about, and what does it all mean? And then you can have that dome removed or split, and the Spirit shine right into your spirit and the whole thing becomes illuminated. It is the same Word, but it is two different dispensations.
Well, I have stated the facts, and I know them to be facts. But you, if you do not know what I am speaking about, well, you go and have some dealings with the Lord on this matter. It must be like that, for the ministration of the Spirit is glory in relation to the Word of God.
Chapter 4 - "Thou Art Come..."
I am going to turn you again this evening to the little book which goes by the name of "Ruth". And in chapter 2, verses 11 and 12 we have this: "And Boaz answered and said unto her (that is, to Ruth) it hath been fully showed me all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thy husband, and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people that thou knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge."
There are two fragments of two words only in those two verses: "art come", "thou art come". And I want to say a little this evening about what we have come to. I could wish that you are familiar with the whole of this story we have in this tiny book. It would help me a lot if I could be sure of the background of knowledge, but I'm not going to traverse anew the story, you will probably, if you do not already know it, pick it up from what I do say.
But I think it might be helpful to those who are not acquainted with it if I just read again that wonderful passage containing the great decision which this young woman made, Ruth the Moabitess. We have it in chapter 1, verse 16 and 17: "And Ruth saith, Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee and me." That really does give me the background for what I want to say this evening in connection with what we have come to.
I begin by pointing out how unsuspecting was Ruth of all that to which she was coming by her great decision. How unsuspecting was the greatness and the values bound up with that decision. I think it very possible that Ruth did not know of the ban which rested by God's edict upon her nation, her people, and herself as included therein. For some very good reasons, God had pronounced a ban upon the Moabites and said that a Moabite should not come into the house of the Lord for ever. It is probable that Ruth did not know of that ban, that edict, any more than those who are outside of Christ are alive to, or aware of, what a position they are in as under judgement. It is probable that if there are any people here tonight outside of Christ, they would be either amazed or offended if they were told that they lie under the judgment of God. And yet, the Scriptures declare it to be so, that outside of Christ all are in condemnation. But whether she knew it or not, and whether any such know it here tonight, there is the fact. She may not have known about that ban, that Divine edict. Perhaps the reason for this decision she came to, to go with her mother-in-law Naomi, from her country into the land of Israel, was just that she felt it was something she must do.
Probably she had weighed it up, thought about it, considered it, and then Naomi had done everything to dissuade her; to get her to go back and not to accompany her. But if we had asked Ruth why it was that she decided, and was so decided about it, the probability is that her answer would have been: "Well, I can't explain; I can't give you any reasons for it, but I just feel it's the thing to do, I have got to do it." You know, that is very often the only reason at the beginning why people come to Christ. They feel somehow that they have got to do it. They cannot explain, or give reasons, but - well, that is all - "I felt I just had to. There was an urge, a constraint, a something working in me, and all I can say about it is, I felt I just had to do it. It was a big thing, I had thought about it, I had weighed it up, I had faced what it might involve, but there you are, I couldn't get away from it."
And I think probably that is exactly how it was with Ruth, because, you see, there were costs attached to this, costs enough to discourage and even to disconcert. It was no small thing. As Boaz said, she left her father and her mother and her country to go into a strange land. And one of our verses says "unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore". There were costs attached to it. The thing might, if it had been just faced as something in itself, have been regarded as something she could not do, she could not face, but there you are: "I just could not help it, I just had to. The urge, the constraint, the something working in me was more than all my reasoning, all my arguing and every other consideration..." and you know, dear friends, that is just it. For, as it proved, although she did not know it and could not explain this thing at all - she could not define it - it came to be seen afterwards that there was a mighty Will at work upon her. Yes, all undefined, all unexplained, without any bribes, or any offers, or any prizes, or anything to try to get her in mind to go this way, there was this working of God.
This Working of God
I'm not prepared to wait till the end of this meeting to apply the message. I am far from sure that there are not some here now just like that. I can't help feeling that in our singing of those hymns, someone has been a bit wistful, someone has been feeling, "Oh, I wish I could really sing that from my heart, I wish that were true of me, I wish that I were in the good of that..." And that wish, that wistfulness may just be this thing: quite quietly, but strongly and deeply, the Spirit of God is at work, creating something that you cannot define any more than, "Well, that is the way in which I feel I ought to go. That is the way in which I know sooner or later I will have to go. I put it off, but I know I will come to it at some time." Yes, perhaps Ruth had no more than that and she had plenty to discourage. Her very mother-in-law was seeking to shake her off it seems, to send her back saying, "Don't come, your sister, your sister has gone back, you do the same". But no, no; she would have said, I think, "It is no use, that is the way I feel I have got to go and so, whatever it means, I am going. 'Entreat me not to leave thee, nor return from following after thee. Whither thou goest, I will go'". Well, that's all there was to this great decision, I think, when it was made. But then what a tremendous amount came to be afterwards shown as bound up with it! These two fragments in the statement of Boaz to her, for they really are an explanation. They are an explanation of this decision under Divine constraint: "thou art come unto a people that thou knewest not heretofore... thou art come to the God of Israel under whose wings thou art come to take refuge". That is how it is explained - a place amongst the people of God, a place amongst the people of God and a place under the wings of the Lord. That does not sound very much, does it, as it is stated, but oh, what a lot is in there, what a lot is in there!
Let us turn for a moment to the story. You know that the property of Ruth's father-in-law and therefore of Ruth's own husband had been disposed of because they had left the land. They had lost it, they had forfeited it, but when they came back, this man Boaz, this great man of the land, by strange and wonderful providences, came across their path so to speak, or they came across his, and it was found that he was a near kinsman who had the right to redeem this lost inheritance. To make the story short, he decided to do so, and at once set about dealing with the difficulties which we will not refer to at the moment. The main difficulty was that there was another man who was a nearer kinsman and therefore had a prior right to redeem. And these two, Boaz and the other man met in the gate where these transactions of redemption of lost possessions were carried out. And he challenged the other man and said, "Now look here, you have the first right to redeem this lost inheritance. Are you prepared to do so?" And the man said, "Yes, all right". But then said Boaz "Look here, in the day that you redeem the inheritance, you have got also to redeem Ruth, for she and the inheritance are one." And the man said, "No, I am sorry, I can't do that, therefore I cede you the right to redeem." And Boaz redeemed the inheritance, but he also redeemed, and purchased, and married Ruth and that was all in this strange, mysterious urge of God in her heart! He was urging her firstly in the direction of redemption, of being purchased, and then married.
Joined to Christ through redemption! We've sung it tonight, that's why we've sung it, "Redeemed and purchased with His blood, Redeemed and sanctified" - and sanctified, a Moabitess, outside of the pale, as an unclean thing in Israel, redeemed and by union with this great Israelite, sanctified. You see the picture? The urge of the Spirit of God upon you contains this: your redemption from the ban, from the condemnation, from the judgment that lies upon all who are outside of Christ. Redemption! Oh, wonderful story - purchased. "Ye are bought with a price" - purchased and joined to the Lord, the Lord Christ. All that is in the urge, in the constraint, in that something that is making you desire, long, wistfully saying, "Oh, that I knew all that in my own life and experience!" Yes, that is a work of the Spirit of God, urging you in the direction of redemption and union with His Son. And then next, there is more, there is more to follow: "And art come to a people that thou knewest not heretofore". Yes, you say, that is the Old Testament, a beautiful Old Testament story, a beautiful idyll of long ago, but is there anything now to correspond to that? The answer, of course, must be in whether you agree that the New Testament belongs to now. Does the New Testament belong to now, or does it only belong to long ago, when it was written? No, of course not, it belongs to us now! It's contemporary, it is right up-to-date, and everybody that comes to Christ finds that it is the most up-to-date document in existence.
Well then, have we got something in the New Testament that corresponds to and is illustrated by Ruth the stranger, Ruth the alien, Ruth under condemnation being brought into redemption and union with Christ? Yes, we have got it, here it is, let me read it to you: "Wherefore remember that once ye, the Gentiles in the flesh who are called uncircumcision by that which is called circumcision in the flesh, made by hands, that ye were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenant of the promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were afar off are made nigh in the blood of Christ for He is our peace" [Eph. 2:11-14], and so on. You could not have a better commentary and exposition of the story of Ruth than that! True to the letter: "Unto a people whom thou knewest not heretofore". Unto the people of the Lord - you, you, now, the people of God. When you come to look at that from which I have just read, that whole letter, you have some wonderful things said about this people of the Lord. This people of the Lord, not of the Old Testament, but now, to which the majority of us here tonight belong, who have our citizenship in heaven, who have been born from above, who do form for God His new nation, His new spiritual people.
Wonderful things are said, the first thing is that this people is an elect people from all eternity. Now Israel as a nation was an elect nation. God chose Israel from among all the nations. He elected Israel. Ah, but the election of Israel is only, is only a mere shadow of this greater election of the Church. The election of Israel was a time matter, after all. But here in this wonderful document, from which I have just read, we are told that this people to which you and I, and most of us here tonight belong, and to which the Spirit of God is urging everybody else to belong, this people has been chosen in Christ from before the foundation of the world. It is a wonderful thing to think that that simple act upon an undefined, an unexplained urge of the Spirit of God involves that and you come afterward to see that your decision, as it is termed, as it is put: "your decision" - rather your response to this constraint of the Spirit of God was involving you in something which God had already planned and marked out before ever this world was. It is a wonderful thing. It is not just something of the moment, of your lifetime, something in itself: you decide for Christ, you decide to give yourself to Christ, you decide to be a Christian, however you may put it. What you really decide to do is to fall right in with the eternal plan of God and you don't know that when you make your decision, any more than Ruth did. She made her decision simply because she felt that was the thing to do. And all unsuspectingly she found eventually that she was right in and a part of a covenant people, an elect people, with whom in the next place the covenant of God was.
The Covenant of God
You see, in my translation I did not read it as it is translated. The word "Lord" is "Jehovah", Jehovah every time, "Jehovah recompense thee". "Under whose wings", the God, the Jehovah of Israel, and that name is the name which implies and means the covenant God. It is the name which has to do with man.
A little technicality by the way: when God created things, heaven and earth and these things, He was called by another name, another name, "Elohim" - "creating things", but when it comes to dealing with man, His name is changed and He is called "Jehovah" which means "the covenant God". And she had come, not knowing it, right into the realm of the Divine covenant. God made a covenant. And you know that covenant is a tremendous thing, even with Israel. In the prophecies of Jeremiah a very, very strong way is taken of indicating what this covenant was with Israel. He said: "Look at the stars, look at the moon. If you can, if you can cause to cease the ordinances of the heavens, the sun, the moon, and the stars, then My covenant will cease with Israel. It shall be as long as the sun, the moon, and the stars."
Well, what are you going to do about that? But even so, even so it is not like the covenant made in the blood of Jesus Christ, with you and with me. This is an eternal covenant of another order. I cannot stay, even if I were able, to explain that. All I am trying to say is that here is something tremendous that she had come into: into an elect people, and into the place of God's covenant. And that's all in the direction of this constraint of God's Spirit, if it is upon you, and, dear friends, those of us who have come in response, this is what we have come into. It is something very great.
Going further in this letter from which I have read: this people is not only an elect people, and the covenant people of God. It is a people called with a great vocation. People here who know this letter to the Ephesians, know what I am talking about. Here it is made known that this people stands in relation to God for a very great purpose, a great vocation, a heavenly vocation. I've often put it here that when we really come to the Lord Jesus one of our first senses is that we have come into the very purpose for which we have a being - a sense that there is now purpose in life whereas that was not so before in this way, now we know there's a purpose in life. But oh, what is it? This tremendous vocation with which the Church is called and the apostle here says: "Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called."
A Great Vocation
Now in the case of Israel amongst whom Ruth came, of which she became a part, well Israel was raised up to be a nation by which God should be made known to all the nations, what kind of God He is: a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and plenteous in loving kindness. What kind of a God He was, He raised them up as a nation for that vocation. But here this people, this people, to whom you are being urged and of which we are a little part, are called with a great heavenly vocation, not an earthly one, an eternal one, not a temporal one, to serve the purposes of God in this universe, as this letter says it, "unto the ages of the ages".
How little Ruth suspected all this in that day when she said, "I will"! And you are going, dear friend, when you respond to the constraints of God's Spirit, to find that right on to the end of your life, no matter how long you live, that it is one continuous discovery of how much there is in Christ to whom you have come. That is how it should be and that is how it can be! "A people whom thou knewest not heretofore".
And the next thing in this letter is the conduct of this people. I have just quoted or cited "Walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye are called, in all lowliness and meekness", and then it makes some practical applications: husbands and wives, it has all got to come in there, and wives and husbands, children and parents, and parents and children, masters and servants, and servants and masters, Christians and the world. And in effect it is saying this: "Look here, when you come amongst these people, these people have a testimony, and you have got to take on responsibility for that testimony and be loyal to the very vocation of this people. Come in and stand truly with them, that in every relationship of life, in every connection of life it might be seen that this is no ordinary people; this people is different, this is a heavenly people. You are taking on the conduct of this people."
Yes, it is true, Christians are different and their conduct and behaviour is supposed to be different from all others - on a very much higher level it should be, than others. And when we come amongst this people, well, you may say, "It is all different, it is all strange!" but I venture to say, that it was not very long if it was long at all, before Ruth said: "I don't know but I feel more at home amongst these people than I did in my own country. I somehow or other feel that these people are more my people than even the people among whom I was born. Somehow or other, I feel this to be more my family than even my natural family!" Now, is that true, Christians? Isn't that exactly what happened? It isn't that we cease to love or be concerned for those of our relations who are outside of Christ, but somehow or other those inside of Christ have become our nearest relations.
We feel more at home and when we go back home to the unconverted relations, we don't feel at home at all! We feel strangers. Isn't it true? People we knew not heretofore, we seem to know now better than we have ever known anyone else. We are at home. I am sure that was true of Ruth. But that is a very blessed, wonderful reality, a wonderful reality, but you see it involves a responsibility, "All right then, their interests shall be my interests, thy people shall be my people, their interests must be my interests, their testimony must be my testimony, I must be loyal, I must stand with them in what they stand for". Vocation.
And finally, in this letter, strangely enough these people are not universally liked. You would think they ought to be; a wonderful people like this about whom all these things are true, well, they ought to be the most liked people in the world! Somehow or other no one likes them. They are all disliked by other people and somehow whenever, whenever they are present or are mentioned, the very atmosphere seems to get thick. That is exactly where this letter to the Ephesians finishes. Here is this people right at the centre of this letter and then it says: "Principalities and powers, world rulers of this darkness, hosts of evil spirits", all against them! They are involved in a great spiritual conflict. You are involved in that when you come amongst them. Yes, I don't want to tell you otherwise. You are involved in that. You are probably going to be very much disliked if you become a Christian. You are going to find that your very presence sets up a complex, an antagonistic complex. And if it does not come from men, it will come from the unseen; you will know it.
Ah, but then, I'll be quite frank about it, what it means to come to the people whom, "thou knewest not heretofore", there is the other side. There is the other side: "Thou art come unto the God of Israel under whose wings thou art come to take refuge". Under whose wings... refuge. Refuge! The wings of the Lord are over the people of the Lord. I want to point out here that the Lord's wings are to be found over His people. Do you want His wings over you? You will not get them out in Moab! You will get them in the midst of His people.
Somehow or other the Lord has appointed that all the blessings that He will give are to be found amongst His people and not to be had apart. You have got to come in with the Lord's people to get the wings of the Lord. Whatever it is that the Lord would have for us, we are going to find it relatedly and not independently, corporately and not in a detached way. Now this is very true from the letter from which I have read, and we are keeping true to the Scripture, but, you see, here is the protection of the wings: "under whose wings thou art come to take refuge". You want that to be proved from this very little book? Very well, Naomi with her husband left the place of the covenant elect people and went into Moab, and what happened? They lost everything and they lost the protection of God, calamity upon calamity befell them, and Naomi put it this way: "I went out full and I am come back empty." Why? She deserted the place where the wings were. It is always, let me say for Christians, a disastrous thing to leave the place where the Lord is and where the Lord would have you. They may have thought that it was going to ease the situation, but it made it a thousand times more difficult. And not until they came back to the place where the Lord was did they find the Lord's wings and their refuge.
Now that is a word to Christians, remember. Remember: forsake the place where the Lord is, wherever that may be, and where the Lord wants you to be, and you forsake the Lord's protection, it's there! Forsake the fellowship of His people, forsake the assembling of yourselves together as the manner of some is, and trouble will follow. Trouble will follow. Protection is found there, in the house of the Lord, amongst the people of God. And so when they came back, it was just put like this: "Under whose wings thou art come to take refuge". Come where the wings are! And ought that not to be, for I must put it like that, it ought to be like that, and it is, it is where things are as the Lord would have them, that people find amongst the Lord's people a refuge.
It is a wonderful thing, isn't it, to belong to the Lord's people, when the Lord's people are as the Lord would have them! Oh, what we owe to the Lord's people! When we are in trouble, what a refuge they are! What it is to have them pray for us, to take them on our heart and care for them. Oh, yes, a refuge amongst the Lord's people. It is a sorry thing to be a lonely soul with no spiritual fellowship.
Yes, that is where the wings are and I perhaps will close with this. The Lord is more than once in the Bible spoken of as having wings in this representative or symbolic way and there was one instance in which His wings were referred to in this history of Israel. You will find it in the book of Deuteronomy. It says this about Israel, speaking to Israel is this: "As an eagle casteth forth her young, hovereth over them and taketh them upon her wings, so the Lord thy God with thee." Of course you know the truth of nature: the eaglets high, high up in the lofty crag, overlooking the immense abyss, and the day comes when the mother eagle, seemingly so cruel and heartless, takes them and pitches them out and right over and they have never yet been on the wing. How cruel it seems! But then she flutters over them, and then swoops under them, catches them on her wings and takes them back to safety. And her "cruelty" is only her way of teaching them to fly and to take responsibility for themselves. And the wings of the Lord are said to have fulfilled that function with His people. Oh yes, this terrible experience, a frightening experience through which the Lord takes us... but His wings are His means of training us to take responsibility and they will never let us down. They'll never let us down. The crash that we feared will never come while it is the wings of the Lord not only under which, but upon which we have come to rest. It is a great thing to have the Lord and the wings of the Lord and the shelter of the people of God! And so I finish and say again if you haven't come, and the Spirit of God is just laying His gentle constraints upon you, and yet sufficiently strong, to make you know where you ought to be, what you ought to do, the way that you ought to take; if you haven't responded, come, and although everything may seem strange and a great adventure and there may seem great risks and great involvements and costs, you are going to find that there are very great compensations, far outweighing everything else. But the Lord is not going, He is not going to tell you all about this now; He will not make it all plain yet.
Although I am telling you about it, it is only information. It can't be real to you until you have made your response. It is only what someone else knows, or other people know, you don't know it until you have made the response, but what we can say to you is that the gentlest influence of the Spirit of God upon your heart, constraining you toward Christ, involves the greatest things conceivable. They are wrapped up in your response, immense issues, to miss which would be irreparable. If you have not come, come. I said just now that it looked as though Ruth was leaving home and kindred and country, but in effect she really only came home, because I am certain she was able to say later: "This is really home to me". And so we say, come home, come home. If you have gone away, come back, come back. You know you are not happy, you know you have left home. And if you are at home, stay at home. Don't run away, don't be driven away; don't allow anything to force you away, however difficult it may seem. Your refuge is at home, abiding in Christ.
Chapter 5 - The Necessity of Supreme Government being Established
It may interest those friends who were with us on Saturday and who were unable to be with us yesterday, to know that we have not moved on in this particular matter before us, from the point where we left it on Saturday evening. Yesterday was occupied with other things, so that we are able to go on together from that point in relation to this matter of the Cross and the Eternal Glory.
But here again, just a preliminary word. It is of immense help and value to be able to see the Bible as a whole... to have all that is in it from the first to the last page, gathered up under one thing, so that we can see that everything in it is governed by that one thing, or relates to that one thing. The Bible has become, so largely, a book of texts or promises for peculiar needs and situations, and little bits for devotional purposes, or subjects for preaching and teaching, and in the main, these all just detach as fragments. Now, of course, that's all right. We want our promises for our special needs, we want our portions, our daily portions, and we want to understand the distinctive subjects, but it is very much more profitable to be able to see that everything in the Bible relates to one thing, and to see how it does relate to that one thing. In some way or another, everything in the Bible focuses upon one thing. If we can just get our hand upon that one thing, then we have the key for every door in the Bible; every book and every subject. And we are at this time seeking to bring that one comprehensive and all-inclusive thing into view, and I trust that you will take your Bible in the future and always see its parts in relation to the whole. It will make your Bible live for you in a new way, if you do that. Many parts that you won't understand, in themselves far too complex, or difficult or deep, or even meaningless... if you can just see how that fits into a whole, it will take on new meaning and new life.
The whole is the Eternal Glory. From eternity to eternity, God's object has been a creation with man at its centre, reflecting Himself as the God of glory. The end to which He is working, and which He will most assuredly realise, is such a universe just filled with His glory. The Bible, then, must be seen, pro and con, in the light of that. It must be seen, either as setting forth that which can be glorified, which can come to glory, or on the other hand, that which must go in order that God may reach His end. Those two aspects, then, are governing our thought and our consideration at this time.
We reached the point on Saturday night in that first section, going back before times eternal, before the foundation of the world, and taking account of those intimations given us, especially by our Lord Jesus Himself, as to His place in the pre-creation glory, as He sought the Father, to glorify Him with the glory which He had with Him before the world was. Alongside of that we took another passage, indicating that He was not to be alone in that glory, but that God had made known the mystery of His will, now in this dispensation, that we should be "unto the praise of His glory" and that, as you know, is a phrase connected with an elect people, the church - "unto the praise of His glory". So Christ and His church are united in those pre-creation thoughts and intentions of God, what we are made to know as the will, "the mystery of His will", "Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will", and we have thrown that word "WILL" up into capitals and quotes, because it is governing. The "WILL", then, leading to creative activity, bringing in a new world order at the beginning of this history.
We went on to note the rift, the rift in heaven by a great revolt which took place there, and then its repercussion, or shall we say: its reproduction, in human history in the capture of man made for God's glory. And we ended up with the forward thrust of the "WILL". We saw coming right down from the eternity to come, yet to be, the shadow of a Man - The Man - thrown right down the ages, right down to the beginning of the creation. Adam was a figure of Him that was to come, we are told. From that intimation the figure of the Man is discernible right through the Bible, in some way or another; what He really is, and what is the caricature of Him, or the contradiction of Him. By all contradictions God is forcefully found to be saying, "This is not according to My Man. The shadow of the Man. And then, to reach that end, to realise that glorified Man as filling the whole creation: the shadow of the Cross. I am not an artist. If I were an artist, I would like to show this diagram in this way: having the effulgent light coming down from the eternity yet to be, and throwing its rays upon that Cross and then through that Cross, the shadow of the Cross right back over Old Testament history, for that's what it is, it's the glory taking hold of the Cross and making the Cross its instrument of bringing man to where God intended him to be, and intends him to be to the eternal glory. It's the glory of the Cross and the glory by the Cross. The shadow of the Cross therefore, is thrown by the very light of eternity down the ages. You can't have a shadow without light! If you are going to have a shadow of the Cross, it must be made by light, and it is the light of the glory. The Cross becomes illumined in its meaning and significance by the glory.
Well, that leads us then to this morning and our next phase and stage in this whole matter which is only in the first place an enlargement of what we have just said:-
Mediation and the Glory.
This peculiarly characterises that first section of the Bible, the first five books, Genesis to Deuteronomy. Immediately, because of that revolt, that rebellion, in man's heart, the glory was withdrawn and put into reserve against the great work of redemption and recovery. Immediately the glory was withdrawn, the altar came into view, or shall I say: sacrifice came into view. It's but the simplest hint that is given. The word "altar" is not used, neither is the word "sacrifice", but it is certainly implied. You have it in the third chapter of Genesis, verse 21: "And Jehovah God made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed them" - the first intimation of sacrifice, of death, in order to... shall we say, repair the damage, to meet the situation which had come in. A covering was demanded. I'm not going into all the details, it's not possible to do that, simply, simply state the fact; there is a lot behind it. A covering is demanded and that covering is provided through death, the death of those animals provided the skins. Most probably, if the rest of Scripture is to be taken as giving meaning to this: it was lambs slain, and their skins providing this covering. There is a vast amount of the Bible gathered into that, but you will realise at once how full and how rich it is when you are reminded that the word which runs right through the whole Bible: "atonement", means "covering". The very word itself means covering. And when God clothed and covered He signified that atonement was necessary and was the way back to the glory, or for the recovering of the glory.
Now there is a very interesting and instructive allusion to this at the other end of the Bible. You go right through to the book of the Revelation and you turn to chapter 3, at verse 16: "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of My mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and... naked: I counsel thee to buy of Me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich; and white garments, that thou mayest clothe thyself, that the shame of thy nakedness be not made manifest." That would suggest that the physical nakedness of Genesis 3:21 is but a symbol of spiritual nakedness. And if the white garments (which throughout the whole of the Bible are symbolic of righteousness) are the covering of the nakedness, then it is perfectly clear that this nakedness was a state of unrighteousness which had got to be covered, and to be covered with the garments of righteousness.
So here you have the whole work of atonement - covering - which is the putting away of a state of spiritual nakedness that is unrighteousness and the placing, in its place, of the covering: the garments of righteousness. "The fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints." All this and of course, heaps more, gathered just into this very simple indication that God made an atonement in principle, in type immediately the glory was withdrawn. A covering by sacrifice, by death, a covering for a stripped, naked, bare condition as before Him. And remember: it's in that direction that this thing has its real seriousness. There was not another man, woman or child in the garden to behold these two - no one else to see their nakedness - it was only God, only God. And true to principle, you see, this is all a matter of how we stand before God! It is God in Christ challenging Laodicea about this nakedness, it's how we are in the sight of God, not first how we appear before men. We may be making artificial covering before men and pretending, covering up and making believe, and deceiving them, but we can't do that before God. No, Christ was very true to principle always, even in His illustrations, and when He put words into the mouth of the repentant, conscience-stricken prodigal son, He made him say: "Father, I have sinned against heaven and in Thy sight." That's a tremendous principle that covers all the ages. Not just "I have sinned against other people" or, "I have sinned against myself", sin and unrighteousness is something that strikes at God, because it strikes at God's very intention in making man, and sin, therefore, strikes at the very purpose of man's creation. It is against God, it's against heaven. But isn't it a very blessed thing to see that, although it is against God, and the nakedness is open and bare to God, it is God that takes the action to cover it. And so God Himself introduced in person the:-
Function of the Altar and the Priest.
If it will not be misunderstood, I will say that God became the first active priest. He took this matter in hand. And is not this a part of that which is included in "the lamb slain from the foundation of the world"? Here you are right at the beginning of creation and the Lamb is slain there to cover, to cover this departure from righteousness which always involves the departure of glory.
So, we come to the altar and the priest in this first section and can only note it in general, for the detail is too much. It's interesting perhaps just to note that in these five books, these first five books of the Bible, the word "altar" itself occurs no fewer than 88 times. That's impressive, that's impressive! And then you find that in all the outstanding characters, on God's side, the altar has a place. It evidently has a place with Abel, although it is not mentioned that he put his offering upon an altar, it is clearly shown that both he and Cain offered in some way, and they must have had something that corresponded to an altar, so that we can say that the altar was there with Abel, in his blood-sacrifice. It is there and mentioned definitely with Noah: "Noah builded an altar". Again with Abraham, it is very much in view in his life, more than once. And with Moses... how much the altar is in view. Of the 88 times to which I have referred, by far the greater number are connected with the life and work of Moses. I am only pointing out that in this first section the predominant idea is the altar - the figure of the Cross. And it is an emphasis upon this: that right in the first place where the glory has been covered, has been suspended, it is the Cross in symbol and type that is brought so fully into view as the way of dealing with that and opening a path for the glory again.
So we have to look at the altar, or the Cross, the function of the altar, and as you know (most of you do, and I am always at this time bearing in mind that there are those who don't know, as others do, what is in the Bible) the Cross, or its representation in the old dispensation: the altar, the altar has a double side, a double meaning. On the one side, it sets forth the consuming from the presence of God of that which is incapable of being accepted by Him and being glorified. The sacrifice was brought in in that dispensation and in a symbolic act the offerer laid his hands upon the head of the sacrifice and by so doing in type transferred himself and his sin to that sacrifice. He declared as he laid his hands upon that sacrifice that he was a sinner, and that being a sinner, he merited judgment and death at the hands of God. As a sinner he had no standing with God, no acceptance with God, no place with God. His only hope was that he as a sinner, with his sin, should be put out of the way. That is one half, only one half, but that is the half. And so, with the transference of himself and his sin to that offering, it was consumed wholly upon the altar, nothing left but ashes... consumed from the presence of God. That is one side of the meaning of the Cross of Christ that we know. We haven't grasped it yet, we really haven't apprehended that yet, we are not in the good of that yet; only in part. But there it is. It stands as the one side: consumed from God by transmission of sin to the offering.
There is the other side:
Consumed Unto God
Because this offering must in itself be without spot or blemish, without sin; in itself it must be perfect. And because God sees that side of the offering, it is not annihilation; there is prospect. You see dear friends, if you and I, as we are, took that place on the Cross, then nothing would come back, nothing would survive. That would be the end forever of every vestige of us, we would be blotted right out, and there would be no afterward. But because the sacrifice was perfect, without spot, without blemish, while it took on itself the sin, in itself it was not sinful, therefore there's another side and there can be that which comes back. Well of course you see Christ at once, the Sin-Bearer, but the sinless Sin-Bearer. And while, in that representative capacity as the sinner, He was consumed from God, as indicated in that terrible moment when He sensed His God-forsakenness and said: "My God, Thou hast forsaken Me. Why hast Thou forsaken Me?" That is, consumed from the presence of God in the place of sinful man. On the other hand, that's done! That is done, and the same Person is heard in the last breath saying, "Into Thy hands, Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit." It is all done, it is all over that side and now He can commend Himself to God. I think He is the only one in this universe who has the right to use that word. I notice, I notice... of course it's inadvertent and unintentional, but those of us who are rather finicky about words notice things... I so often hear people say, "Lord we commend ourselves to Your care, to You" and so on. No, we don't! We commit ourselves. There is nothing about us to be commended to God and we can't commend ourselves, and there is no commendation where we are concerned. But He could commend Himself to God. Not only commit. But that by the way, if it sounds pedantic, don't worry. But you see, He could do that, because there is another side to Him. Well, here is the consuming unto God just as completely and utterly as the altar fire consumed the sacrifice to the last bit, away from God, so it consumed unto God that which was according to God's mind. And by the transmission of sin to the sacrifice it was cut off from God, so by the remission of sin, it is brought unto God. The function of the altar, is that two-fold, much more than that, of course, but I just stay with that for this morning.
The Function of the Priest
The function of the priest; what was that, and what is that? It is gathered into one word: intercession. Intercession. We are using the word "mediation". It means the same thing. Now, intercession, dear friends, has a wider meaning than just praying. We have reduced the meaning of intercession to praying, to think that praying is all that intercession means. Well, praying is only a part of intercession. Intercession is something very much more than praying for one another. It means coming and standing right in between and taking responsibility for both. The word in the Old Testament is a very much stronger word, it's a very strong word. It means "to fall upon". There is one occasion when it is used, where intercession was made to the king, see, in a certain matter. Intercession was made unto the king. And the word means (and it gives us a very great picture) a person has come and thrown himself upon the king and said, "Oh, king, here is this situation, here is this need" see, throwing upon... It is difficult to describe, but that is the word that is used, it just means "to throw upon".
If you get into the Old Testament intercession, you will find that it wasn't just men standing up and offering prayers on behalf of other people. They had come right into a situation and they had fallen upon God, they had cast themselves upon God over that situation. They themselves are in between, as a matter of life and death, in these two parts of the case - the need and the supply, the helpless and the helper. Intercession is not just passive prayer and asking for ourselves or for others, intercession is nothing merely official. The priest is not just an official with God who performs certain rites and reads certain prayers. No, it is not official. It certainly is not professional, something that you are paid to do because you belong to a priestly order. No, intercession which is the function of the priest, is personal responsibility for the situation that exists - a stepping right into it. You have several very vivid illustrations of this in this first section of the Bible. You can just take out one from the book of Numbers chapter 16. Remember that it says the people murmured against Moses and Aaron. They had done it so often and they had only just done it very seriously and grievously and now they are doing it again, and the Lord says to Moses, "Get out of the way, stand aside, let Me destroy this people. I will destroy this people." And Moses falls on his face before the Lord, and then he says to Aaron, the priest, "Take a censer, take fire from the altar, put it in the censer and go in amongst the people." And Aaron did so, and as he went in, it says the plague had already begun, people were dying, and Aaron moved between the dead and the living with his fire from the altar, and so the plague was stayed. That's intercession! Getting in between the dead and the living. A very vivid illustration of priesthood isn't it? And the function of priesthood. Inter... cession.
Now you notice as introductory to that very episode it says, "The glory appeared in the door of the tabernacle." The glory appeared. Here the glory appeared against rebellion, against this thing which had risen up, contrary to God. And it was testifying to the fact that this, this, this can never, never come into the realm of the glory, the glory is against this, the glory is against this; therefore it must be dealt with, it must be put out of the way, it must be consumed and unless a covering is made, total destruction will take place. And the fire from the altar provided the atonement so that the glory was not unto destruction, but the atonement kept the way open for these people to live and not die and the plague was stayed. So we see the shadow of the Cross. Christ is both Sacrifice and Priest. Both Sacrifice and Priest, well you need not that I enlarge upon that I'm quite sure. God is the God of glory and as such He comes down to man through the sacrifice and the priest, through the Cross and the One who offers Himself unto God. On the one side: made sin for us, He who knew no sin, on the other side: offering Himself without blemish unto God. And so the way of the glory is opened up.
I put a note about the conservation of values; I don't think I can take the time to dwell upon those, but it's quite clear that while these are types, these are figures, these are symbols in the Old Testament, they carry on something. They carry on something of value to us. I put it like this: you know, the Jewish nation, the Jewish nation now lying under the judgment of God, and having been so for these many centuries (and it's a terrible judgment of God) lies under that judgment not only because of what it did to God's Son, Jesus Christ, but because of what, in their doing to Jesus Christ, they did in relation to the whole of their history of sacrifices. "That upon this generation", is the word, "may come the blood from Abel to Zechariah whom they slew between the horns of the altar." The whole story of the whole history of sacrifice from Abel right to the end of the Old Testament was gathered into their act against Jesus Christ, because He summarized the whole, but they were accounted responsible for Abel's blood, for the blood of every sacrifice all the way through the old dispensation. No wonder their judgment is so terrible! See? All that.
The values, the values from Abel onwards were carried forward into Christ. But look round the other way: where there has been faith, as in Abel, as in Noah, as in Abraham - faith in relation to this work of the altar, of the sacrifice, of the blood - that is attributed to those men in Christ. I am not one of those who believe that the Old Testament saints have no place in the new dispensation. I believe their faith in the symbolic sacrifice meant as much, or now means as much to them as our faith in the real sacrifice means. "They", says the apostle, "without us could not be made complete", which is a clear implication that with us they are made complete, and it is their faith, it is the conservation and transmission of these values. It is not all an Old Testament story that has passed forever. It is being carried on both ways now. You and I are going to be responsible for the Old Testament in this sense: that we have got a vast document which says that God has intervened in the history of this world all the way through with an atonement, an atonement to save us; He has done it. So the things that were written aforetime were written for our learning.
Well, what does it all mean? The atonement, the covering is renewed giving effect to God's original purpose. It is God coming back and saying, "The purpose then, the purpose of glory holds good, and by this means we give effect to it, we ratify it, we confirm it, by the Cross, by the sacrifice, by the mediation, by the altar, by the priesthood, in spiritual meaning and value. We are only setting our hand to the fact that we have not given up the original intention, we are going however, and whatever it means, we are going to have the glory! Going to have the glory!" And the atonement, or the Cross, if you like, is rather a ratification of the original purpose of God than anything else.
Shall we pass for a few minutes to this next section, only a few minutes I think.
Authority and the Glory
Joshua to the book of Esther is a long, long stretch. There's a lot in it, and we are not going to attempt to take up all those books, but just to seek to summarise the message. Here again, you have only got to glance at a concordance to see what a large place the altar has in this section in relation to what comes in with this new section from Joshua right on to the book of Esther, that is, the matter of authority.
The book of Joshua brings in a new feature. Up to this point it has been Moses, and the function of Moses, or the work of Moses, was the leading out of a people, the formation of that people into a nation, the instruction of that people as to the things of God, and the establishing of the mediatorial system. That was all the work of Moses and what he was called to do. And when that is done, his service is finished and he is taken. Joshua, his successor, comes in and brings in a new phase of things, now the function and the work is conquest and dominion. And that necessitates another phase of ministry. This means the work of subduing a whole realm of antagonism, of possessing a whole realm of covenant promise and of ruling in that realm. That is what covers this whole section of the Bible: subduing, possessing, ruling. And that all necessitates authority and the fact that it is a necessity, that this thing has got to be done, there has got to be a subduing and a ruling. That itself implies that there is a system of things that is contrary, and that being so, there can be no glory until that is dealt with and brought under. Until there is a subduing of a whole world of antagonism to God's mind, there can be no glory.
A lot of people have found difficulty (if you have come up against this difficulty at any time let me say this word to you), difficulty in understanding that God could be such a God as He is and command that utter, complete wiping out destruction of nations, even to the little children. Now, I could spend some time in dealing with that, and if I did so, I don't think you would have any ground left for any argument at all. You would say, "God was just". For history has disclosed and investigation has made abundantly manifest that such a state of iniquity beyond all description existed amongst those nations, that almost every infant was impregnated with venereal disease! Forgive me even mentioning it, but such a state of vileness, of vileness, the violation of every moral law and every decency existed, so that their very religion was founded upon moral iniquity, that the very temple could have two thousand priestesses, every one of which was a prostitute! Is God justified in wiping that out? Can any fragment of it be to His glory? Now I could give you the data for that, but you don't want more than that. Many have said, "The God of righteousness commanding the destruction of people wholesale like that?" Dear friends, dear friends, you and I know enough about ourselves, without, without all that, to say that the only thing that rightly should be done with me is that I should be wiped out. Have you ever come there? Well, I put it in this way, and I mean it, I mean what I say these are not like words, there are times when we could apologise to God for having a being, as we know ourselves. That is no exaggeration. At any rate, if you don't feel like that, I have often felt like that and asked the Lord to forgive me for being alive at all, such a creature as I am. Well, there you are, that cannot be glorified.
They had the opportunity, they had the opportunity to repent. They knew! Rahab, one of the countless harlots of the land, was right at the very gateway of the land, and she told the spies that they had heard all that God had done for their deliverance from Egypt and what the Lord had done with them again and again. They knew in the land all about it! They could have repented. The Gibeonites themselves confessed, confessed that they knew God was with this people and they resorted to a subterfuge to evade their own destruction because they knew, they knew what God's attitude was toward them and their country. They could have repented, but they chose not to. And it was not destruction without opportunity. Well, forgive all that, terrible, terrible, but we've got to not be superficial about these things, we have got to justify God, and if that is a terrible parenthesis, it only emphasises this new phase of things. There has got to be a subduing, there has got to be established a government, a rule, that will give no place to anything like that. There has got to come in authority, and men have got to recognise it.
So, in principle it came in with Joshua and the altar here takes on this extra feature; this extra feature: the principle of kingship, kingship is introduced although the person is not yet mentioned by that name or title. Joshua in principle was that, and it shows that the principle was already recognised, although the title or name was not used, because the book of Judges follows the book of Joshua, flows on, indeed it overlaps. If you look at the beginning of the book of Judges, you will find that it overlaps the book of Joshua and there the book of Judges says: "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes because there was no king" [Judges 21:25]. There was no king. Well, Joshua introduces then the principle of authority and that book shows what is possible when authority is established. My word, it's a testimony is the book of Joshua, to what tremendous things can be when there is a central government, a central authority. It was conquest. It was victory. It was subduing. It was possessing. It was exploiting. But the book of Judges follows immediately, as I have said, it overlaps, and here all we can say about it is as one of the most terrible books in the whole Bible, it in contrast shows the disasters and the tragedies that come about when there is no central authority, when the principle of kingship is not there operating. It's a terrible story. But, mark you, it's always true, it's always true in principle. This is the Old Testament way of illustrating great spiritual divine truths. The principle obtains today, as we shall see. The little book of Ruth overlaps Judges, or is written as depicting some interlude in the tragedies of the book of Judges, it is written right in the situation now: "Now it came to pass in the days when the Judges ruled..." and that is the book of Ruth. But, in the midst of it all, God reacting to this state without authority, without government, without kingship, God reacting and in the little book of Ruth the king coming into view: Boaz and Ruth, and David. God reacting to lawlessness in this beautiful, quiet, sovereign way, to bring in His king. And so this whole section, in the first place, presents us with the call for authority.
[Unfortunately the recorded message ended here.]
Chapter 6 - The Ministry and Function of the Prophet
It will be appreciated by newcomers that we are in a course of consideration and that it is impossible at this point to go right back over all the ground that we have covered. We have yet much to consider today and we must go right on. But for your sake, I'm sure the others who have been here will be very patient with a very brief word of explanation. We have the Bible. And when we take the Bible our question is: what is it all about? What does it all mean? Is it just a collection of bits of history and biography and church affairs and so on, brought together and bound up in a volume? Or is there one thing that we could write down on a title page as containing everything that is in the Bible? And there is. There is just one thing about which the whole Bible is. And it is that one thing that we are occupied with at this time. Of course, we can only take it in fragments and in a very general way, but I trust with sufficient detail to bear out that this thing that we have said is the entire subject of the Bible. And so we would write on our title page, covering the whole of this volume: "This book contains the revelation of an eternal fact. That fact is that God desired to have a universe created by Himself, full of His glory; to express Himself in terms of glory throughout a vast creation, with man at its centre." That is the subject of the Bible, and everything, in some way or another, is related to that.
And so, taking that as the key, we read it, we study it, and we find that we are able to arrange its matter in a certain order. In the first place, we are told of a state of glory existing with Divine persons before the world was, before creation, and one of those Divine Persons is known as the Son of God, who Himself here on earth, in prayer to His Father, referred to the glory which He had with the Father before the world was. And then He introduced into those Divine counsels of glory before times eternal - a people. In the same prayer He referred to those whom the Father had given Him and asked that they might be with Him where He would be, to behold His glory, and then said: "The glory which Thou hast given Me, I have given them." And then in the illumination of the Spirit of glory, the great apostle spoke about the mystery of God's Will being made known, which is that we (and he's speaking about the church) should be "unto the praise of His glory". So that away back there, in the glory of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, there was previsioned and determined that there should be a creation with man at its centre, reflecting and expressing the glory of God. Out from those counsels creative activity proceeded and the Godhead set to work to bring the creation in.
The first phase ended in a prophecy of glory, for all things were found to be to God's complete satisfaction and He was able to say: "It is very good." The prophecy of glory... that in the end everything should answer entirely to the Divine mind and so answering, should be a glorious creation. The course was interrupted, interrupted as we have seen, in two realms: in heaven and on earth. And the glory was suspended and held in reserve because of sin, of rebellion, because of the entering of that which could never pass with God as "very good", but was now very bad and therefore could never come to that ultimate glory. From that point God began a course by which all that should be remedied and repaired and put right so that His original intention should be ultimately realised. And the first phase and stage of the Bible, as in the first five books, introduces the great basic factor of sins, atonement, and removal; the altar, the foreshadowing of the Cross of Christ, the sacrifice, the priesthood; that is, that whole work of mediation concerning sin. And there really, dear friends, back in those books, we are not reading so much about the people - Abel, and Noah, and Abraham, and Moses - if we only knew it, we are reading about Christ. For God has thrown the shadow of Christ crucified right down the ages and in all these people of the altar, people of the sacrifice, people of the shed blood, people of the slain Lamb, there is the picture, the intimation of Christ crucified - God's way of dealing with what has entered into this universe, in order to recover, to restore and establish the glory. So the first section of the Bible is particularly occupied with that.
The second section, a long one, as we saw this morning, from the book of Joshua to the little book of Esther, sees another phase and stage brought in; that is, the necessity of supreme government being established. In the realm of rebellion, of anarchy, of division, of disintegration and disruption, where all are going their own way, one great need is for the establishment of a central government; everything united in a throne. So that long section brings into view the whole matter of government or authority; an essential, an essential to glory is the throne. And how much Scripture, if only we could call it to mind, just floods in when we say that: a throne of glory, a glorious, high throne, a glorious throne set on high, the throne of glory. Well, I must leave that because that occupied all our time this morning and pass quickly to the next part of the Bible.
This third, large section, running from Isaiah to the end - Malachi. Here we introduce in a specific way and in an emphatic form what is called:-
The Ministry and Function of the Prophet.
But I put it like that - in a specific and emphatic way - because this is not the beginning of prophetic function. It only comes up here in this way, so pronounced and definite, because the situation calls for it in a special way. The situation has so developed that this is the thing, more than anything else at the moment that is required: the call for the prophet.
You see, the prophetic function has been operative right from the very beginning. Look at a passage or two like this in the gospel by Luke, and it's rather interesting that this is a kind of little parenthesis, it is in brackets, in the first chapter of the gospel by Luke at verse 70: "As He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets which have been since the world began". Prophets which have been since the world began! And that statement (and again it's interesting on both occasions it comes from the same man, Luke) is repeated in the book of the Acts; that is, it is Luke that writes it in the third chapter of the book of the Acts and verse 21: "Whom the heaven must receive until the times of the restoration of all things, whereof God spake by the mouth of His holy prophets which have been since the world began". So the prophetic function does not belong exclusively to what we call the prophets of the Old Testament, that is, the prophetic section. Indeed the Hebrew Bible does not relate them exclusively to those books which we call the books of the prophets.
The Hebrew Bible divides the prophets into the former and the latter and in the former prophets it includes Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. In the latter prophets, the three that we call the major, and the twelve, the minor, these all comprise the prophetic section of the Hebrew Bible. That's only technical by the way, it doesn't convey very much of a spiritual message, but my point is that this prophetic function has existed right from the beginning. And you will see as we go on why; its nature, its value, its importance. But I repeat: at a certain time, because of certain conditions, this came out in this most emphatic and definite form so that today when we speak of the prophets we really only think of these beginning with Isaiah and ending with Malachi. Enoch was called a prophet. Abraham was called a prophet. The patriarchs generally were called or regarded as prophets. That was in addition to other functions which they were fulfilling.
Well now, the function of the prophet is the best interpretation of the call of the prophet, that is, the demand for the prophet is best understood by recognising his function. Or shall I take out that word "his" and say "its" function, because this ministry is a function before it is persons. Because the function exists, the persons who will fulfil it are raised up. But we can very largely lose sight of the persons and see what God is doing in the ministry, in the function.
The function of the prophet, first of all, was simply to:-
Speak for God.
To speak for God, to be as God Himself speaking, "Thus saith the Lord..." is the word of the prophet. Perhaps the best illustration of that is found in the case of Moses and Aaron. The Lord said to Moses that Aaron should be his prophet. And how did He define that? Why, He went a long way, a way that we would never venture to go, were it not in the Bible: "Thou shalt be to him as God, and he shall be thy prophet", clearly defining the function of the prophet, that is, it is God speaking, though by man. The man is the voice of God, to the people, or the function is the voice of God speaking at any given time. But that is only the inclusive definition. It goes on.
The function of prophecy (or if you will, the prophet) is to represent God. And I would prefer to break that word up, because you get the significance more clearly if I do: to re-present God, re-present God. To present God in His thoughts, His mind, His heart, His will, over again. To bring God back again to the place that He has held, that He has claimed, to re-present God and God's thoughts... to embody God's heart. You cannot read these prophets of Israel without realising how they in themselves embodied the heart of God. What cries come from their hearts, through their lips: "Oh, My people, if only thou wouldest...". It is a cry of the heart that comes through these men. It is God's heart crying! You can hear God's sob, God's sigh, God's groan, God's longing, God's disappointment, God's agony and it is pouring out of the heart of the prophets, and that is the prophetic function.
There is nothing merely official, ecclesiastical, professional about this. There were plenty of professional prophets in Israel, but for the most part in these days they were false prophets. Some of the true prophets exposed them because they were prophesying for gain and for popularity, but the true prophet was a man with a heart of agony. You cannot read Jeremiah and his lamentations without recognising that, and it is God's heart beating in sorrow, in disappointment. Some of the prophets expressed the heart of God in burning shame, burning shame. I am not going to a take you to the subject matter. You can see it for yourself. But the point is that the prophetic function was to make the heart of God felt as well as the thoughts of God known, and the will of God to become an ultimatum with the most serious consequences. There was no option about this with the prophets. The alternative was too terrible to contemplate. For them, for them, it was an imperative, it was laid upon them and there was no way out but doom.
Further, this function was to:-
Restore God to His place in the Midst of His People.
To restore God to His place with His people, to recover God's place for Him in the hearts of His people. So, the prophet's was an all-round ministry. You see, the prophet had to do with the priesthood, because a decadent and apostate priesthood was failing to deal with this whole matter of sin and was rather making way for sin, than putting it away. The prophet was at hand to deal with a decadent priesthood and an ineffective altar. There was a prevalence of sin which that very priesthood and altar should have made impossible, and thus the prophet's function was to bring back the effectiveness of the altar and the sacrifice and put it in its right place. Those of you who know your Bible know how true that was.
And then the prophet had to do with the king. Some of these men really did have to do with the kings. Think of Amos, away there in the gate of Samaria, waylaying the rulers, and crying, "Oh ye kings of Israel...". And he didn't mince his words at all dealing with kingship, with the throne. The prophets in Judah, in Jerusalem, and in Israel, and Samaria were dealing with this whole matter of a false government, an evil rule which was not fulfilling the function of holding everything in righteous judgment, righteous balances. And because of the breakdown of the true principle of authority, the people were, rather than united, all divided; rather than receiving the good by administration, were starving and impoverished. All the meaning of true government had gone and the prophets had to deal with the king, or the function of authority.
You see how all-round was their business, with the priesthood, the iniquity of the land, the rebellion. And, you see, the prophets saw through, saw, through this. The prophets never looked just upon the surface, the face of things, and saw the thing that people were doing or the things that people were doing and stayed there. Well robbery, yes robbery and all sorts of other things, but what the prophets saw was what lay behind these things. They saw that this was complicity with the devil himself and that all this was really resulting in the devil's counter of the value of the altar and the sacrifice; making a mockery of it, bringing shame and disgrace upon the very altar. That is what the devil is always wanting to do! To make the Cross of Christ either of none effect or make it ridiculous. But they saw through.
Behind this there were other intelligences at work, and behind this state in the collapse, the broken-down, disintegrated authority, they saw what they called "iniquity", see? And that word "iniquity" just means "rebellion against God". That takes it further than the thing by which it is expressed. It may be iniquity to steal, to commit immorality, it may be iniquity, but that is not the heart and root of the Hebrew word. The Hebrew word "iniquity" means "rebellion" - rebellion! The great outstanding illustration is Saul, the first king of man's choice. When he, when he disobeyed the Lord, when he, the man who was ostensibly professionally in the place of authority, disobeyed the Lord in relation to the altar, Samuel confronted him and said: "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft." Witchcraft! What's that? That relates to another world of evil spirits, something behind... that's iniquity. Well this is very serious, but it is necessary to get right into the heart of this thing in order to recognise what the function of the prophet was: to deal with iniquity which is expressed in rebellion, and to deal with authority as here gone wrong and manifested in disruption and in anarchy.
Moving on:-
The Symbol of the Prophet is Always a Man.
The symbol of the priest, as you know, is the ox, the symbol of the king is the lion. The symbol of the prophet is a man. And what does a man signify? First of all, man signifies (or is supposed to signify, as distinct from all other creations) intelligence, understanding, understanding knowledge, knowledge with understanding. What that word "intelligence" means in a particular, in a peculiar, unique way. Intelligence. Man is by God regarded as a responsible being because he has intelligence.
The symbol of the prophet is man, the man who has intelligence as to God's mind, God's thoughts. He has intelligence. What a long way that carries us and carries things doesn't it? Because, leaving all titles out, all titles out... and let me say here most emphatically, no one claims or should claim in our time to be a prophet in this sense, or take the title or the name. Nevertheless, the function is still required, the work is still necessary, and perhaps as necessary today as ever it was. And that surely, surely is borne out in this: that there is a need, a crying need for an intelligent ministry as to God's thoughts for His people in fulness to be exercised. We can't help it; like it or dislike it, and I know there will be very much "dislike", nevertheless you cannot get away from it. That's speaking quite generally, mark you, the people of God in the world today have very little intelligence about God's mind. They may have intelligence about certain things that are in God's mind, but as to God's full mind concerning His people, there is very little intelligence. You are amazed and distressed to find how small the intelligence of Christians is, speaking generally, that it is not possible to go beyond a very limited measure with a great mass of Christians before you get them right out of their depth and they say, "It is all going over our head, it is all words." They are only saying "our measure... our measure doesn't represent capacity for anything more than the simplest." Ah, it is tragic, it is sad, but it is true. It's true. And again I say, leaving out the titles and leaving out the persons, remember that God has always, from the beginning of the world, seen the necessity for the function of keeping His full thought for His people in view. And I believe we could say, although this might sound like adding to Scripture (it is not meant to be that) that inasmuch as it is declared that it has been from the beginning of the world, it will be to the end of the world. There will never come a time when this function will be dispensed with. God will always want a representation of His mind, and His full mind, as far as He can have it, on this earth. That is the function.
That, dear friends, sets the standard and the nature of true service to God, because man is not only intelligence, but he is God's servant. He is God's servant. The prophet peculiarly and particularly brings this idea of the servant of the Lord into view, doesn't he? You read through Isaiah - "the servant of the Lord", "the servant of the Lord...". And Moses was known as the servant of the Lord, but Moses said: "A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you from among your brethren like unto me". And what did Moses do in the prophetic ministry? He brought, in a very rich way, God's mind into view for His people. Real service is that! You may have to adjust your ideas as to what it means to be a servant of the Lord in the light of this. The servant, the man servant is the one who keeps alive God's mind for His people, for men. It may begin with the unsaved to make His mind known to them, but it must not stop there. It must follow on to make the saved right from the beginning know that God has a very large thought for those who are being saved. It can only be calamity to leave them there where they are without making them know that they have come into an immense thing.
Some people argue you know, that you mustn't, you mustn't go too deep with beginners. Well, I don't know. Who makes the best swimmer, the one who is taught to swim in a depth where they can always put their feet on the bottom, or the one who is thrown into the deep, from the beginning? And I am strongly of the opinion that you can only make weak Christians if you keep them in the shallows at the beginning, if you don't take them a bit out of their depth, and make demands upon their faith. At any rate I think that's what God does before very long.
Well, the knowledge of His Will in ever-greater fulness... of course not all at once, that's not what I mean, but more and more, more and more. The man, the symbol of the prophet, is intelligence, is service, is likeness - likeness: "Let us make man in our own image and after our own likeness..." the idea of man is to represent God and the prophet was therefore called to be so much more than a professional man saying things. There was wrought into the very fibre of his being the thing that he had got to say. Sometimes it is most distressing to read what these prophets went through and had to do... what they suffered. It was carried into the innermost chambers of their lives. One prophet will have to marry a harlot and another see his wife becoming a harlot in order, in order to fulfil his ministry and bring home to the people this: that Israel is God's wife, is God's wife and she has deserted and gone wrong, gone wrong... become corrupt by illicit communications with the gods of the heathen. It is all a spiritual matter you see. But the man had to go into something in his own history, domestic life, in order to make him feel as God felt, so that he could rightly represent God. And I say again, dear friends, true ministry is like that.
We are not going to just take up our Bibles and study subjects and give it off like that. If we are going to really serve God, this is going through us and we are going through it and what we say will sooner or later be brought home to us and we shall be challenged by it. The Lord will say, "Now then, what about that that you said last Sunday? Here is a first-class opportunity of doing it, of living up to it." And I tell you, it finds us out, so much so that some of us speakers often feel that we will never speak again. The thing is far too drastic. Well Jeremiah did that. He said some things, and then it came home, and it came home so hot and strong that he said, "I will never speak again!" and decided to withdraw from the ministry. But then he said "I couldn't, the word was as a fire in my bones. I just couldn't, I had to go and do it again, and land myself in for more trouble!" I tell you that is the real nature of service. It is no laughing matter; it works out like that. You see, God doesn't want professionals, doesn't want just a cast, a class. He wants men, and the symbol of the prophet is man, men, made by this.
Well then, seeing that, we see:-
The Way to the Glory.
You see, all this, all this for the prophet was a real deep working in and out of the Cross, wasn't it? In some of the utterances of these prophets you find that you are not quite sure whether he is speaking about himself or some other man, and both are true. Both are true. Of course, we do know that the Bible critics have taken these great Messianic chapters in Isaiah and related them wholly to Israel: Israel's agony, and refused to have the predictive element as pointing on to Christ. Well, they can argue a case, make out a case for their position, but of course, we don't believe them and we know they are wrong. But nevertheless, there is the fact that there was something about the prophets who said these things in their own lives, which really gave colour to their prophecies and they were in a sense suffering in this way. Take that great cry of Jeremiah in the Lamentations, the first chapter. What a cry it is: "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by, come behold, see if there were ever sorrow like my sorrow". Well, it is not difficult to hear those words coming from the mouth of Christ on the cross and surely, surely their prophetic and predictive aspect belongs to that, and yet, and yet they are wrung out of a man's own heart and experience.
The Cross, yes... Isaiah knew something about the Cross in his life. Jeremiah did, Ezekiel did, and did Jonah? In another way, for another reason, oh yes, oh yes he knew something about it. Hear his cry, his cry from the belly of the fish. Isn't it a cry of agony? You see, going through something, not known to him as to the meaning, of which the Lord Jesus Himself should say later: "As Jonah was in the belly of the fish, three days, three nights, so shall the son of man...". These men were going through experiences, they didn't know all of what they meant, but they were baptised into the sufferings of Christ to fulfil their ministry. And that's what constituted them prophets, but, but though it be the Cross, the Cross must ever be basic to true service. Let it be said, all this, all this, if you take up the prophets again, and they are not prophets of final despair, although they have such terrible things to say, about which to warn, from which to entreat the people to turn, and hold up what seems like doom before their eyes... they all looked beyond it. They all look beyond it; take the second part of Isaiah. What a transformation it is: "And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, and sorrow and sighing shall be done away." And even Jeremiah who you might think is the most hopeless of them all, goes down to the potter's shed, and sees the potter making the vessel: "And the clay was marred in the hands of the potter, and the potter made it another vessel, as seemed good unto him to make it." And Jeremiah came out and said, "Oh, that is not the end. The vessel, the clay of Israel is terribly marred, terribly marred... but God is not going to throw it away, He is going to make it again." It is the note of the triumph of Divine sovereignty. And so we can go on with the visions of Ezekiel.
Oh, yes, the glory goes, but the glory is going to come back. The glory is going to come back, it is going to come back along the path of the Cross, the outworking of the Cross, yes, the outworking of the Cross in the prophet and in the people. The outworking of the Cross in principle, but of course, supremely, supremely and essentially in the Cross of the Lord Jesus the glory is going to come back.
I don't think I need to say more. The prophets, in a sense, all failed. Failure has to be written over their ministry, more or less. That is, the prophetic section of the Old Testament with Malachi closes, and you might write over all that: Failure. Ah, yes, but there is the conservation of values. They are all collected up in the Person of the Lord Jesus and we musn't go further at the moment. They are conserved, they will come back, they will all yet be fulfilled. The glory is coming, it cannot fail. It cannot fail.
Well now, that is instruction in the Word of God, that is bringing into view what is here in this Book, but you see, it is an enunciation of spiritual principles which abide right through the ages, and in their own way, in their own way they apply to us. We do not assume anything about function or office, or anything like that, but this is the sort of thing that God has been doing and is always doing. Let us forget the form and framework, titles and designations and all this, and see God working like this... trying to recover His people to His full thought by bringing out here and there something more of His original mind and making it known.
Many, as with the prophets, may hear and many more may forbear, even of the Lord's people, but the Word of the Lord is: "Go, speak... whether they will hear, or whether they forbear, go speak unto the people". Go speak unto the people... and, dear friends, the most difficult ministry is to Christians. The prophets proved that. To one of them the Lord said: "I send you to this people, not to a people of a strange tongue and language which thou dost not know, if I sent you to them they would listen. They would listen! I send you to the house of Israel and they will not listen." Very often, tragically enough, the most difficult ministry is to the Lord's people. When it goes beyond a certain point as to God's will, it seems that all Hell rises up against that, it seems that you are involved in every conceivable form of opposition and antagonism when you go beyond almost a minimum. Well, that is clear, I think that is quite apparent, but nevertheless, the Lord says, "Speak unto them. I send you to them. Go on with it! Go on with it, they may fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee, for I am with thee, says the Lord".
Chapter 7 - The Glorious Consummation
Now we come this evening to the remaining half of the conference, all of which has to be crowded into as short a time as possible, therefore, not very much detail must be tarried with. And I think that the outline which you have before you of the whole, really does speak for itself. [He refers to this diagram: www.austin-sparks.net/images/diagram2.html] It presents what the Bible is all about. And it is all about the eternal glory which God determined and purposed should fill His whole creation and which should be centred in His Son and from His Son radiated through a people known to us now in the Scripture as the church, which is Christ's Body.
We have looked back into the past eternity and, with the Word of God, seen the eternal Son with the Father in His glory, the glory which He had with Him before the world was, to use His own words. We have also, by the Word of God again, been taken back and shown those expanding counsels of God to have a people in fellowship with His Son, sharing that glory and ultimately manifesting it, or ministering it. We have seen the interruption in the Divine purpose by sin - the great rift which came in heaven and on earth. All this we have seen by the Word of God. It is not our imagination or something we are making up, but there it is, the Word of God does show these things.
And then, with the rift, the action of Satan first, and then the complicity of man with him - the suspended glory and God reacting, the Divine thrust in and forward to take all the measures to see that His purpose would not be ultimately destroyed or frustrated. And so we saw right down from the eternity which is yet to be, where the glory is in fulness, unclouded, unshadowed, the light is thrown along the ages, right to the beginning and by means of that light, a shadow, a shadow. A shadow of a Man. In the light of the eternal glory, the shadow of the Man, Christ Jesus, to be discerned all the way through, right from that point where the glory was interrupted. God introduced, shall we say "in shadow form", for everything was a shadow of Him, introduced His Man, with a capital and a very big capital "M", and with Him the Cross, to show that in and by that Man the glory was going to be secured, but by the Cross. Because of what had come in, it would be the Cross as the instrument by which God would do it.
And we have seen the two great aspects of the Cross in this connection: in connection with the glory, the mediatorial aspect, mediation, that is the altar, the sacrifice, the priest - filling the Old Testament and especially as introduced in the first section of the Old Testament, as laying the foundation for everything else. And then in the second large section, the whole principle of authority introduced, the kingship, because it was not only corruption that came in, pollution and defilement, it was positive animosity, antagonism, rebellion. The only way to deal with that is by a centralised supreme authority. That principle, then, was introduced at the point known to us as the book of Joshua and running right through to the book of Esther. A large section of the Old Testament.
And then, the third section which we call the prophets, bringing in the principle of representation or re-presentation, bringing back into clear view God's full intention and standing so powerfully, so mightily against all that is against that intention of God.
Well, the Old Testament is summed up in that way: the priest (the mediator); the king (the authority); the prophet (the representation of God's thoughts). And as we have seen, in every case, nothing was made perfect, indeed over all at a point "failure" was written. While there was a deposit to be carried on, the thing was not final in its effecting of God's purpose and bringing in the full glory... only in hints, and in types, and in figures, and in symbols.
And so we come at last to the point where it is all brought to perfection and we come to the Man Himself, the Man Himself.
The Man Christ Jesus
He is brought to us in full view in those four books known to us as the four gospels, Matthew to John. It is the Man Himself. He has come at last, not now in type or figure or symbol, but in personal reality and actuality. The shadow has now become the substance. That pointed to has been reached and here He is on the scene and that Will, that Will - "having made known unto us the mystery of His Will... that we should be unto the praise of His glory" (Eph. 1:9,12), that big capital WILL is embodied in this Man. You know the words of Scripture about that don't you, let me read them to you: "Wherefore when He cometh into the world He saith: A body didst thou prepare for Me, then said I, Lo I come, in the roll of the book it is written of Me, to do Thy will, O God" [Heb. 10:7]. 'A body to do Thy will, according to what has been said before, a body to do Thy will.' The Man embodies the WILL. He is the embodiment of God's WILL. If you can put Jesus Christ out of God's universe, then you have defeated utterly God's eternal purpose and made glory impossible, but if you cannot put Him out, and a good many have tried, and are trying, then God's purpose is going most certainly to be realised. It is embodied in One who cannot be put out, as we shall see as we go along.
We must recognise the significance of the incarnation of the Lord Jesus, God's Son, in bodily form. It is nothing less than the taking up of the eternal Will of God, the Will of God before the world was, the determination of God then, as to how things should be, taking that up in His own person and making Himself responsible for its realisation. And He has done it. The Will is embodied, the Will is done, "I come... I am come to do Thy will." And that passage from which we have just read goes on to say that that Will has been done: "By which will He has perfected forever", once for all, it is perfectly done. He has done the Will of God.
It's a great thing, dear friends, for you and for me, if only we can grasp it, not as a statement of truth, or doctrine, but if really we can grasp it by faith to our hearts, that the Christ whom we have received within us as God's children, who is within us, is there as the One who has perfectly done all God's Will and God looks upon Him in that way. He has done God's Will, He has perfected God's will, God's will is perfected in man in this universe. When we tonight partake of this loaf, in symbol, not in reality but in symbol, we are testifying to the fact that we have taken into our very being One who has perfected the Will of God, and as we eat, He is becoming a part of us in that way. I know the danger associated with making such a statement. Perhaps it wants safeguarding. It is not a literal, of course, a literal feeding and making Christ a part of us, but in faith our union with the Lord Jesus inwardly, spiritually, means that we are linked with the accomplished Will of God, and our lives rest upon that. All the rest, all the rest of our training, our discipline, springs out of something that is already done! We have a perfected salvation to rest upon. And that is perhaps the greatest difficulty for many Christians to believe. They still think that something has got to be done in order that they should be saved. Well, it hasn't; it's all done! The rest is only the working out of what has been done. We ought to rest upon this: the Will has been perfectly done and the statement of Scripture is: "By which will, by which will we are sanctified once for all" [Heb. 10:10]. And so because the Will has been embodied and the Will has been done, the glory has been recovered in Him. The glory has been recovered in Him! He said, "I have glorified Thee on the earth" He said it to the Father, "I have glorified Thee on the earth", and there was a point in His time on the earth, when, in the presence of three disciples, on a mountain, He was transfigured before them. He was glorified, the glory came upon Him, spirit, soul and body. As we have often pointed out, so far as He was concerned, He was fit to go to heaven right away, and be there in the matchless eternal glory of God and of heaven. Nothing more, so far as He was concerned, needed to be done. God glorified Him because in Him God saw a perfect Man, morally and spiritually. For you, for me, He stayed. He came down the Mount in order that what was true of Him might be made true of us, and that by way of the Cross.
It's very wonderful that God, having perfected Him in that way as man, has done it as the guarantee that you and I will be like Him, the guarantee that you and I will be like Him. "And when we shall see Him", says the Word, "we shall be like Him" [1 John 3:2]. We shall be like Him. That is the mediator, the mediator of the glory, the authority.
The Authority
That which answers to the next section of the Old Testament, this is in the book of the Acts, He said on His resurrection, Matthew 28:18: "All authority has just been given to Me in heaven and on earth". The authority, the kingship... received at the hands of the Father. Again, because He was "Obedient unto death, the death of the cross, God hath highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow" [Phil. 2:8-10]. The authority has been given to Him. That is where we begin the book of the Acts, the authority received and vested in Him, the kingship the Lordship, the sovereign headship. That authority is instated in heaven; in heaven. Luke 24:51: "When He had given commandment to His disciples, He lifted up His hands and blessed them, and while they were looking, He was received up into heaven." And they were as miserable as people could be and went back saying "we've lost everything"?! Not at all, it says, "And they returned, glorifying God."Glorifying God! The glory was instated in heaven. I am very glad about that. It might be in danger down here, but it can't be in danger up there! I meant just now, it is instated where it is unreachable and untouchable by all adverse forces. It is in heaven, in heaven! The authority is in heaven, and no power against it can get there to touch it, to interfere with it any more. Oh, I would like to stay with that, because the Scriptures have something to say about the very purging of the heavens by the virtue of the Blood and the Cross of the Lord Jesus. They have been purged, they have come under the mighty effect of His work on the Cross, and no corruption can get there any more; no interference with this authority. Everything is there! Blessed be God, it is out of reach of anything or anyone against it. That is all we say about the fact that Jesus is in heaven, glorified. The authority is there, or the headquarters of everything is in heaven and the authority exercised.
You say, "Yes, those are beautiful ideas... wonderful teaching, but how about the proof, the evidence?" Well, read the book of the Acts, that's all. Read it! Here it is, a book of 28 chapters, just crammed full of the exercise of that heavenly authority by the heavenly Man, Jesus Christ. The first expression of that authority, as we noted in the Old Testament, was the unifying of disrupted and disintegrated elements. Here are men, in the closest proximity to Him while He is here in the flesh, but they are twelve units, twelve fragments, without any kind of organic relatedness or oneness. Indeed, they bear all the marks of this disruption in the natural realm: their quarrelling, their contentions, they are envious of one another, they are trying to outdo one another, there is nothing about them that speaks of a oneness of heart and mind and spirit. But see, when the Holy Spirit came, and Christ being exalted to heaven, these men, these men, they're a unit! They are bound in a wonderful oneness of spirit, the unification basic by this authority of Christ being exercised, uniting a disintegrated body, bringing it together. See, it is essential that, to all that follows. This kind of kingship, this kind of lordship, this kind of sovereign headship, Jesus as Lord, absolutely Lord, within and without, is essential to all the work which follows.
We pointed out that in the kings of the Old Testament, in David, in Solomon, by the unification of the nation, they came into a wonderful wealth, wonderful richness, wonderful power, wonderful dominion over all forces against them. It was their solid unity, because of one reigning, governing head that led to that glorious reign of Solomon, and a greater than Solomon is here. So much came out of this unity. We cannot make too much of spiritual oneness. How important, essential it is, to all that follows in the book of the Acts, and you can see that immediately Satan got to work to try to counter that oneness. He made some people complain that they were not being looked after, and what not. At once he is seeking to break up again, to destroy the oneness because he sees what a potent factor that is. It is a testimony to the absolute triumph of Jesus over the work of the devil. It opens the way for the glory, whereas all this other state of things is so shameful, and such, such a denial of the triumph of His Cross.
Oh, you and I ought to make very, very much more of this matter of spiritual oneness, of fellowship and unity than we do but, mark you, it is the realm of a tremendous battle. The enemy is out against it. Unifying... I mustn't stay with all the details of this Lordship, this authority co-ordinating. You can see it in the book of the Acts can't you, a wonderful co-ordinating, causing the various parts to work together harmoniously to one end. It's just romantic, this book, of how the Holy Spirit in the authority of Jesus Christ is making this work in with that! Here up country, way up country, there's a man who really does want spiritual help, and he is praying for it, for guidance and for light, how he can come into God's full mind. He senses that there is something very much more that he should come into, and he is praying about it, and away right down country the Holy Spirit touches and takes hold of the very man to meet that need and co-ordinates this thing. You see? And it's like that right through this book, isn't it? It is the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus being exercised in co-ordinating things, in administering the matters of His church, and seeing that all the needs are met, wonderfully met, and then overruling even the adversities and the works of the enemy. If there is one thing more than another in this book that is impressive, it is the way in which the sovereign Lord overruled evil, overruled the works of the devil, overruled the works of evil men and caused all these things which were intended to be against, just to fulfill the very end that they wanted to stop. Yes, this is a book of the authority secured in Christ and who can read the book without saying, "It's the book of glory, it's the book of glory!" You want to say "Glory be to God!" as you go on from chapter to chapter, don't you? Just like that: "Oh, glory be to God for that!" It is glorious all the way along, and it is simply because Jesus is on the throne, the authority has been established in Him.
A word about the third section:-
Representation.
That, of course, is found in those many books of the New Testament from the letter to the Romans to the letter of Jude and many letters between, but what they really amount to, and please do recognise this: you take up Romans, or Corinthians, or Galatians, or any of these letters, you are not just reading them as letters in themselves; they are all a part of one whole. And the one inclusive, all-governing object of them is to bring this Man into view as God's model. And from many angles, from many angles the Holy Spirit is working to make that model good, to fulfill it in the church. So you take this up, this letter is only an aspect of Christ and if the Holy Spirit can get us according to that, He has got us according to Christ. Christ is there in heaven as the model, the pattern, and the Holy Spirit has come and is now saying this, and this, and this, through these letters, bearing upon the whole matter of conformity to Christ. For, we are told, that that was in the mind of God before man was created. We were "foreordained to be conformed to the image of His Son" that's the declaration of Scripture. Now, with the Son instated as the model, the pattern, the Holy Spirit comes, and by means of instructions and exhortations and warnings, and all that is in these letters, the Holy Spirit is saying: "This is the way in which to be conformed to Christ. These are the things which are the things of Christ to be reproduced in you." That is all that I can say about that aspect of representation, but do remember that these many letters from Romans to Jude, in some way or another bear upon that one thing.
God has got His pattern Man and the Holy Spirit has come to conform us to the image of that pattern, to work it out in His people. And so that would become clear if I had time to dwell upon every one of those letters (which I have not) you would see that every one of them deals with this matter of Christ-likeness, in some way or another. That is what it is all about: Christ-likeness, that is all - doing this thing in an inward way in believers, with an object. With an object, first of all, of getting rid of all the ground inwardly that cannot be glorified. All that is contrary to Christ, all that is a contradiction to Christ can never be glorified, and getting rid of it, and reproducing Christ and making Christ everything, and steadily increasing the measure of Christ in us unto the great consummation of glory. But, the crown, the crown... it's inward first and then the crown is outward. We have in this first letter to the Corinthians chapter 15, this statement: these very bodies, this body of ours, this body of corruption, shall be made like unto the body of His glory, His glorious body! It is inward first, and then it is crowned outwardly with a glorified body, the body of His glory. Now that was what God made man for, to have a body of glory. But it is a moral matter, it's a spiritual matter, it's got to begin inside with Christ-likeness, or the nature of God. The vehicle, vessel or the vehicle of all this we are saying is the church. The church, then, becomes the vessel and the vehicle of what is true of Christ, not in an atoning way, but in another sense: mediating. That is, taking on that great work that Christ has done by His Cross, and declaring it to the world, standing between the Saviour and those needing to be saved; between the glorified Christ and that whole situation which needs to be changed. The church comes in there, that is the church's vocation, the church's mission, the church's business to stand in the gap between the Saviour and the sinner, and to mediate; to mediate by proclamation, by testimony, by life, His salvation to others.
He could do it without us, but He has chosen to do it through us, by means of us, that they should know and only know by means of the church, that they should see and only see by means of the church; a mediatorial instrument. Let me say again, not in atonement, but in this work of making the atonement known and transmitting it. And that is not done officially. Whenever you get down and alongside of a sinner who is seeking the Saviour and you pray with and for that one, something is given of help, something is mediated, you are not the Saviour, you can't save anyone, but Christ comes through you and they are helped, helped by means of you, and the church is here on this earth as a whole for that purpose. How poor is my setting of this forth tonight, I can only do this much, indicating the church is also here to mediate the authority of Christ, to mediate the authority of Christ because the authority of Christ can only be known in and through the church again in this dispensation. That Christ is on the throne has got to be made known by the church. Oh, are we failing? Are we failing? Is it true that we are really here, registering this sovereign Lordship upon this world, upon these situations, upon these works of the enemy? That is what the church is for. The Lord recover us to the place of His throne authority, not in any official way, but in a true spiritual way!
And what is true of the mediation and the authority is true of the representation. They will not see what the Lord is like, only by means of you and me, by means of the church. The church is here to let them see what the Lord is like, oh, Lord help us! How little they see what He is like! But that is what we are here for. We must seek Him about this. They'll not know unless they see it in His people.
We close then this very hurried, scanty survey, with:-
The Great Triumphant Consummation
Of all which we have in the book of the Revelation... it's wonderful this book, it gathers everything up right from the beginning of the Bible and tells us everything else; all these things are gathered into it. And first of all, the great Person in His threefold capacity is presented, and then He overshadows the whole of that book of Revelation. Here He is, the mediator in terms of the Lamb slain, the Lamb slain and the Lamb in the midst of the throne, that is the great mediatorial capacity of this Man, this Son of God. But not only there, in the full power of His Cross, there in the full authority of His exaltation, that book of Revelation is the book of the authority of Jesus Christ. Right from the beginning it is just that. He is judging, He is adjudicating, He is deciding, He is passing the sentences, He is gathering everything before His throne. Yes, He is testing the nature of everything. He is in the place of authority in that book, at last. And, He is there as the great pattern by which everything is being tested.
Always remember this, that the first chapter of the book of the Revelation is the setting forth of Christ in symbolic terms, as the standard by which God judges everything afterwards. He begins by judging the churches, by the presented standard. All those symbolic things that are said about this One who is presented, that is, His hair being white as wool, His eyes as a flame of fire, His feet like burnished brass, all these things are only symbols of spiritual realities, you see? His hair as white as wool, for instance: His thoughts and His judgments are absolutely flawless! His mind is without any kind of mixture of good and bad; there is no compromise, there is no diplomacy, there is no policy here, it is downright, bare principle, Divine principle by which He judges; no favouritism, nothing of that, His hair as white as wool. His eyes as a flame of fire, He knows everything, and by perfect knowledge He can judge. He is not judging by faulty judgment where He doesn't know all and He doesn't see all, no, He sees right through everything. And so on and on.
Here He is presented in this comprehensive, complete, composite way of symbolism as the Standard, and it is as though God was saying to these churches, these seven churches, "Now then, how do you measure up to the Standard? Can you measure up to the Standard? That is the ground of judgment." And then from the churches He moves to the nations. And then He moves to the great hierarchy of Satan, the very kingdom of the devil himself and it is all on the basis of this Man, and on the basis of what He has done by His Cross, "The Lamb shall overcome". And it is a strange mixing up of the Lion and the Lamb, the one angel said, "The lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed and overcome and I turned to see..." John might have said "I turned to see this lion", but "and being turned I saw a lamb". A strange mixture of symbols, but you see the point. It is by the Cross that He triumphs, by the Cross that He exercises His authority. The Cross is the means of His power, His dominion. Here it is then: the authority, the mediation, the representation.
And how does it all finish? Well everything has been dealt with now that is foreign, foreign to God, inimical to God; it's all been dealt with and the glory comes back. The end is: the angel, the great angel said to the apostle, "Come hither, I will show you the Lamb's wife, the Bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away into a great high mountain...". I don't know what John was expecting to see, the Bride, the Lamb's wife, "And he showed me the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God". That is the end, "Having the glory of God", and that is again a symbol of this church in the light of which, the book goes on to say, the nations walk and derive their values from this. God has got His end at last.
So Revelation is linked with Genesis, and the long story between laying down the principles by which the end shall be reached. And here it is, it is reached. It's reached. You say, "Yes, again a wonderful, wonderful conception of things, and presentation of truth, but how do we know?" Well, I've said it before, it is the simplest thing to say, but it is a very real thing and a very true thing: come to the Lord Jesus in reality, make Him your Mediator, your Saviour, make Him your Lord, and let Him be your pattern to which the Holy Spirit is conforming you, and glory begins, it begins in your heart! Any, anybody who has had a true new birth, or a true conversion, who has really come to the Lord Jesus and made Him Saviour and Lord, knows that glory begins at once. Some of you have had your first day of glory today! Here outside some were saying, you've had your first day. Has glory begun? Aren't you happy? Aren't you thanking God?
You may not put it in my language or these terms, but what it amounts to is this: Oh, praise the Lord, oh glory be to God for this! Glory has begun. And as you go on with the Lord, there will be perhaps difficult times, there will be perhaps times when it is hard to get through and to accept, but every time you get clear of those things, you will find a new uprising of glory. Every victory brings fresh glory. Every emergence from ourselves (and that is where the glory never is) brings more glory. We are the trouble to the glory, we are the ones that get in the way of the glory, oh, if only we could get rid of ourselves, it would be glory. Well, every time we get over a bit more of ourselves, there is still more glory; it is like that, this is no fiction, we know it to be so, and, thank God, we are moving on to that hour, that moment of the last stage, and the breaking through into the final glory when He shall come to be glorified in His saints and marvelled at in all them that believe. Is that not wonderful? That is what it says, He is coming to be glorified in His saints and to be marvelled at. Would you ever have believed that possible of me, of so-and-so? It is perfectly marvellous. Marvelled at in all them that believe. That is the end, the glorious consummation. It rests upon the Saviourhood of Jesus Christ, the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and the conformity to His image by the Holy Spirit - these things made in us bring us back to the glory which He has secured.