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Chapter 1 - The Pathway of the Overcomer to the Throne
Reading: Revelation 3:7-22.
We have a word before us again in Revelation 3 and 12, taking up as the key Revelation 12:11: "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their life even unto the death."
Just one preliminary word before we go further. While we have been much occupied with the book of the Revelation, its great themes, truths and realities, we are all conscious of being in a realm of many difficulties; not one of us would claim to be able to interpret this book at every point; there are always many questions. I do want to say at this point that it is not at all in my mind to continue very far with the book of the Revelation as such, that might only land us into a realm of conflicting interpretation and instruction that would keep us in the main, in a sphere of teaching, of doctrine. It might be quite good, quite right, but what is on my heart very much altogether is that the Lord desires us to come right down onto practical matters. He wants to bring us to the things which are working propositions, so we shall not be much longer in the realm of the book of the Revelation as just the book of the Revelation, but as soon as possible get right down to practical issues. I wanted to say that because it is possible for us to have an atmosphere full of questions and an atmosphere of that kind is not helpful at all. We want to get together and not be so many units with big questions hanging over us, sort of detached, we want to get right back, as the Lord would enable. And I ask you to seek to come into real spiritual fellowship along that line. And I may add this word, that it matters little to me - and perhaps it is a wrong thing to say - it matters little to me what the interpretation of the book may be, provided that we get to the end that the Lord has in view! You get to the Lord's end. And the Lord has been dealing with me in a very deep way of late and I trust it is going to mean something.
We are occupied with the matter of the overcomers and the end time. We said Revelation 12 is the key to the book of the Revelation, and that this man-child, called, "they", a son (with the Greek word that is nowhere in the New Testament used concerning the Lord Jesus, but very frequently concerning believers) the man child, the corporate "they", is the overcomer company at the end time and that with the rapture of this "they", great changes take place in heaven and in earth. There is no longer any place found in heaven for the devil and his angels. God has reached the climax of His eternal intention. "Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ" (Rev. 12:10). And changes also take place in the earth, "for the devil is gone down having great wrath knowing that he has but a little time" (Rev. 12:12). And then antichrist almost immediately comes in, as you see in the next chapter: the beast and the false prophet, representing the two sides of antichrist, the beast representing the civil power and the false prophet the religious power, under the control of the dragon. That is beyond our present scope of consideration; we are occupied with this overcomer company. We said that there is a link between the earlier chapters 2 and 3, and chapter 12; and we showed certain links between these chapters. Now for a few minutes we shall follow that before we get right to the primary foundational thing for overcoming.
We go back then from Revelation 12 and these central phrases to chapter 3 where we have the messages to the church at Philadelphia and at Laodicea. You will probably have noticed that with the last four messages to the churches, the last four of the seven, the Lord's coming is introduced. That is not in the others, but in the last four letters, the coming is introduced in each of those; reference is made to His coming, which has, I think, this significance or implication, if not direct meaning, that these last four do not displace one another, but they link on with one another and each takes up the features of its predecessor and carries that on to the end. You see in the earlier ones there is a condition set up and with the next that condition is past and a new condition comes in; that condition is past and a new condition comes in. The second supplants or displaces the first, and then with the coming in of the third, the others have past and a new condition comes in, and this third supplants the second, and they are detached. They are separate, and one rules out the other, but when you come to the last four there is no displacement and ruling out but a taking up. And the link between the whole four: the Lord's coming is introduced and therefore that is carried right on to the end. The Lord's coming... and it is striking that when you get to Philadelphia it has advanced to this point, "I come quickly", getting very near the end. "I come." "I will come." "I come quickly", and when you get to the last, Laodicea, you get to Revelation 12: the throne, "Shall sit with Me in My throne".
The Throne
Caught up to the throne. You have got the end. The common feature between the issue of the Laodicean, which is the last period, last state and chapter 12, is the throne. That is the issue of the whole thing and there is your link. And, as with the other, it is the overcomer. The last word about overcoming is to the throne, and chapter 12, the last word about overcoming is the throne; the rapture to the throne.
Now, seeing then that that is so, we want to look at Philadelphia and Laodicea as the last phase of things. We are only going to review it; the last phase of things, because as these four take up each other and carry on each other's features to the end, Laodicea and Philadelphia peculiarly do that. There is a peculiar link between Philadelphia and Laodicea because you are coming right to the end.
Now then, we see here presented the conditions at the end - what we may expect to find at the end, and here they are. In chapter 3, the first feature of this Philadelphia end time is that there is almost universal antagonism to real spiritual service in the gospel. "How do you reach that", do you say, "Where does it say that?" Well, it does not say it in exactly those words, but what it does say is that only the Lord will be able to open doors and keep them open for the gospel. For true spiritual ministry in the gospel the Lord alone will be able to open doors and keep them open. "I have set before you an open door that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth", and that means that unless the Lord does it, there will be no open door.
I have laid the emphasis upon true spiritual ministry in the gospel. I am not talking about all the organised activities of Christianity. And was it ever more true than it is today, that for what is a hundred percent spiritual, of God, with no admixture of what is of man or of the world in the work of the Lord, there is very little opening today. There is more and more a closing down to that. You can get openings if you will mix in worldly methods, human enterprises and ambitions, but strip it of the flesh, the world, and man, and come to that essential heavenly ministry where man has no place for it is all of God, and your scope will be very limited. Your sphere will be a straitened one, many doors will be closed to you, and not only so, you will meet spiritual antagonism for which there is no accounting on human ground at all. You will find that unfounded and ungrounded prejudices and suspicions abound. You discuss them and find there is no truth in them - but a barrier is set up and blocks the way to ministry and testimony. Of course, that has always been so, but I feel that is so more than ever today, and growingly so. And those who are going all the way with the Lord in a Holy Spirit thing will find that God has to open doors and they will never be opened unless He does. But blessed be God, He does; and no man can shut a door that God opens.
And it is as well that, on the other hand, the Lord also shuts doors. We might get into a good many places that would be our undoing if the Lord did not shut them. But here is a feature of the end time, that there is almost universal antagonism to what is essentially, intrinsically of God, true spiritual ministry in the gospel and unto the nations for a full hundred percent testimony to the sovereignty of the Lord Jesus. That is the word of their testimony. The Lord will have to open doors; only the Lord can open them. Well, that is not straining the interpretation here surely.
Next, "Thou hast a little strength" that needs very little comment. This is not the day of great power among the Lord's people. This is not a day when Pauline energy is very conspicuous. Comparatively with the beginning, there is much spiritual weakness among the Lord's people, a little strength, and comparatively with the great forces being encountered, indeed a little strength. But I do not think the Lord here meant to point out the weakness, so much as to say "thou hast a little strength" - encouragement. And blessed be God, the people of God are not altogether bereft of spiritual strength today though it may be small. They have some, and yet, we are conscious are we not, that it is so small. Well, that is all that needs to be said there, and, "thou hast not denied My Name". I am struck with this.
The Lord is not pointing out the great exploits, the great public movements that characterise this part of the age. He has nothing to say about the great sweep of success and the wonderful achievements of His children, but He puts His finger upon this, and says almost by implication, this is not a day when the world is startled by the tremendous exploits and accomplishments of the Lord's people, but the one feature is the loyalty of this company to His Name. That is the triumph of this time. Is it not true? Where is the test today? It is not in works, it is in endurance; not in the amount we are accomplishing, but in our standing true to the Lord; and that is the testimony. At the end time the one thing that the Lord will take account of, and of which perhaps He will only be able to take account because of the absence of great public accomplishments and worldwide themes that everybody can see, is that inner steadfastness that is just about as much as we can do in days like this. You see what the Lord looks for and takes account of: "Thou hast not denied My Name." In a day of pressure, in a day of suffering, testing in every way, testing and trying of faith, "thou hast been faithful to My Name and hast not denied it".
Next, a day of unreality and falsehood in religious profession and claims. Those who are "of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not". That is a feature: pronounced unreality and falsehood in religious profession and claims. We are familiar with that today. The foundational claims and the proud professions of many who assert that they are the Lord's and they are not; there is much profession and unreality that cannot pass before the Lord.
Fifthly, the pre-eminent feature of the last time, "Thou hast kept the word of My patience". Now I ask you beloved, where is the supreme test in your life? And I think if everybody put it down on a piece of paper we might be surprised at the number of people who would say it was in the realm of patience. Yes, patience with God, for that is what the Word here means: waiting for God, the God who, at present, has not avenged His elect who cry unto Him day and night. They cry unto Him day and night, and He has not avenged them. We know the delays of God, the apparent slowness of the Lord, the allowing of things to go on by the Lord. You remember in Revelation 1:9 there is reference made to the patience of Jesus, "I am your fellow in the patience of Jesus". What is the patience of the Lord Jesus? He waited for God while men did practically as they liked apparently, and God did not interfere - where the thing ran its course and hell seemed to have its own way; where God stood back and hid His face, "My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" and yet through it all believing, trusting; the patience of Jesus while here, but beyond that, waiting until His enemies be made the footstool of His feet. Waiting... all these years.
We have thought that our few years of Christian experience, Christian life are a long time, but He has been going through centuries of this. And the supreme test of faith is along the line of waiting for God, in the realm of patience; the supreme feature of the end time is the patience of the overcomers. No, do not think that the overcomer is pre-eminently marked by the wonderful amount of work they do, by the big programme they have on hand, by the great themes of which they can speak. No, nothing like that. The overcomer at the end is marked by the patience of Christ. Can we overcome in that realm? It is so easy to overcome in many other realms. I confess to you that this is where I am found out. Why does the Lord take so long in doing some things which so obviously ought to be done long ago, that cry for His immediate intervention; why doesn't He intervene? We know something about that. He is developing the ascendancy of a mighty patience, the patience of His Son.
The enemy can wear out, but the Lord can wear out. The enemy tries to wear out the saints, but the Lord can wear him out in the saints, and one of the enemy's tactics is very often to get you impatient, to precipitate things, to drive you to get things done, to see them through, to get you under a drive; and you may be sure the Lord is not in it. The enemy will harass you into precipitant actions and courses. That is not the Lord. That gets us into terrible confusion. These are but remarks in noticing these features at the end time and there will be a greater call than ever for patience at the time of the end; not failing to keep the word of His patience, waiting for God.
Then there is the inward assurance given by the Lord of being kept out of the hour of great trial. There are two things that do not go together: an awful worrying that you are going into the tribulation on the one hand, and on the other hand a deep blessed sense that the Lord is coming soon. Those two things cannot go together. If you have got the joy of the witness of the near coming of the Lord, you will not be harassed and worried about going into the great tribulation. The tribulation will be a great one such as there never was, and need not be for you or for me. Revelation 12 sees this overcomer caught up before the beast and antichrist come in. Philadelphia says "I will keep him out of...", the great tribulation comes in with the antichrist, beast and false prophet; it follows on their heels and is the result of their work. That need not be for us. "O joy, O delight should we go without dying" - have you got that prospect? Have you got it in your heart? You may have it; the Lord gives this word, "Because thou hast kept the word of My patience I also will keep thee from the hour of trial (out of the hour of trial) that shall come upon the whole world to try them that dwell on the earth" (Rev. 3:10). Then what is in view? Verse 11, "I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take thy crown." "No one take thy crown". Then the crown, the prize is at stake! I wonder if Paul sees this? I wonder if this is the prize of the upward calling of Philippians 3? I wonder if this is the out-resurrection, the rapture? I put it that way to exercise you about it. The prize is in view, but the prize is at stake - "that no one take thy crown". If that were not a possibility, it would not be here. The Holy Spirit does not put up prospects which are not real and impossible. What is the prize? If you can gather up all that is spiritually embodied in what follows you may be getting somewhere near understanding of the prize. "To him that overcomes will I make a pillar in the house of My God" (v. 12).
Now, this all had a local colouring to those to whom it was originally written. Philadelphia suffered from a terrific earthquake which shook the city and brought it to ruins. So terrible was it that the inhabitants all left the city and lived outside in tents. They would not come back into the city and build anything stable at all. For a long time so terrific was the fear of something else happening like that, that their lives were simply kept for many years in a state of restless fear, afraid lest today, tonight, perhaps something else like this might happen. Now you see the word with its local colouring, "I will make him a pillar in the house of My God." What the Lord is saying is this: "I will make him something unshakeable, something immoveable, that earthquakes cannot remove, and put him in a place where he will be settled forever". I suggest they are spiritual qualifications: ascendancy over fear, unrest and fret - a settled place in God. That is an overcomer coming to that.
A pillar is something that is not moved and does not go out for fear of what may happen; kept always in that state of foreboding. If you are distraught and torn and driven by forebodings, apprehensions, fears of what is going to happen, if you are in that state you are out of the way of an overcomer.
Some children of God have their lives perpetually harassed by the strain of things which may happen, which are going to happen, and they never happen and never will happen. The unknown tomorrow. That is the work of the devil to rob you of coming to the place of the overcomer, to the throne. You will never get to the throne if your life is one of continual worry and fear, if you have not come to a settled rest in God. "I will make him a pillar in the house of My God." "I will write on him the name of My God." Oh, wonderful fulness of what is in that word - it wants very many more words - the expression of all that God is as revealed in Christ. The Name is the embodiment of the Person. And written, it is expressed in the overcomer. There is the expression of all that God is in Christ put upon the believer. That of course wants a lot of breaking up and following out.
It is a wonderfully rich truth that, "I will write on him the Name of My God." We know the Name means the character, the Name is what the person is, and to have that, what God is in Christ put on us, is no small thing. That is for the overcomer. "I will write on him the name of the City of My God", what is that? The display of God's glory in the church in Her glorified condition: the Bride. The vessel of the glory of God, having the glory of God. "I saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem coming down having the glory of God, her light like unto a stone most precious, clear as crystal... a jasper stone. That is a vessel indwelt by the glory of God, and I will put that upon the overcomer" - the display of God's glory in the church in her glorified condition; put that on us - there is something in that to think about, "And My new Name". That is His personal, glorified condition as Man at the right hand of God; not His merely earthly title as known to men of this earth, but the name which He bears as glorified Man at the right hand of God, a new Name in virtue of all that He has accomplished by His cross. Philippians 2:9. "Wherefore (because of His having been obedient unto death) God also hath highly exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every name...". Are we going too far? "I will put upon him My new Name". Are we coming into the expression of what Christ is as the glorified Man in the throne of God? There is something here in the issue of the overcomer, "Shall sit with Me in My throne even as I also overcame and am with My Father in His throne". There is something in the spiritual relationship coming into what Christ is in the glory. "My own new Name". Is that the prize? If that were all, it is something not to lose, not to be allowed to be taken from us, "that no man take thy crown".
Now we ought to proceed from there to go on with Laodicea. This is just the last phase of the last time, the end of the end, and in Laodicea you have almost universal lukewarmness, mediocrity; neither one thing nor the other, neither hot or cold. Can we test the times by that? Is it true? How far-reaching is that state today. How widespread is that condition which is not altogether outside of the Lord's interests, but not absolutely in; being not out-and-out and as we say, "red hot" and going all the way with God; you do not find much of that today. There is that condition that is called "worldly Christianity" and much more.
We recognise this worldwide universal lukewarmness among Christians and this state of things which is called misery, poverty, blindness and nakedness, and the blindness is so that the misery, poverty and nakedness are not recognised, but on the other hand there is a belief that they know everything and they are quite alright. And the Lord looks upon that which thinks it is quite full and rich and has everything and sees, from the standpoint of what is really spiritual; a miserable state of things. And there is blindness as to what really could be, and there is nakedness, and if you want to know exactly what all that means, look at the content. "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich." What are the riches that the Lord wants? Gold refined in the fire. Pure gold, all gold: that which is purely of God in His people. That is the wealth of the Lord's people - that which is wholly of Him, and no dross, no admixture - the thing which is the Lord Himself in His people. That is wealth. "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold refined by fire that thou mayest become rich, and eye salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see."
What is this that the Lord looks for and desires of His people? Spiritual vision and spiritual revelation. How few of the Lord's people have got genuine spiritual revelation - there is any amount of true doctrine, knowledge of the Scriptures, but what is the value of it? What is the working value of it? What is the value of it when you come up against the forces of hell and you encounter the devil? How much of the doctrine stands then to cleave a way through?
Truth is only of value as it brings the power of God to bear upon spiritual situations. We can use phraseology, we can take up our formulas from the word of God and try and hurl them at the head of the enemy, but it makes no difference. Only that counts as spiritual power which has come to us by revelation of the Holy Spirit. When you have got there, you are in a strong position. Your eyes are opened. Satan loses his power over anyone's life in proportion to the measure of spiritual revelation which they have. The Lord said to Saul of Tarsus in the hour of his conversion, "to whom I now send thee to open their eyes that they may turn from darkness to light". The opening of eyes had that issue: that Satan lost his power. Now we can test our knowledge by that.
It is not truth that is mentally apprehended which delivers us; it is the truth as spiritually revealed and apprehended that is the power. We find - I grieve to say it - those with a wonderful grasp of doctrine, a tremendous amount of spiritual knowledge, but for real co-operation in prayer, in fellowship, in spirit with the Lord's people and with the Lord Himself against these spiritual conditions, and coming in and registering something, there is so very little of it. You can go into a gathering and you have a wonderful knowledge of the Bible and you may be there and be listening to the message and be detached and isolated in a gathering, whereas if your knowledge had come to you by revelation, if you were standing in a true spiritual apprehension, you would be a factor in that gathering to co-operate with that which is going on for the Lord's end; coming in in spiritual power to work towards God's end in that time and in that place. That should be so. "Anoint thine eyes that thou mayest see..." - spiritual perception.
"And fine white raiment". We may have the most gorgeous, elaborate, ecclesiastical robes which all speak of formal religion, and the Lord may look at us and say, "Poor naked creatures; they have not got a rag to stand up in". What the Lord looks for is not our ecclesiastical vestments or our religious garbs, He looks for that white linen - embodied and imparted righteousness - that we stand robed in what Christ is for us and we do not appear before God naked. And to appear before God in any other religious garb than what the Lord Jesus is for us, is to appear naked, and the Lord's words are, "that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear". There is the shame of nakedness. Not any other dressing up, but the enrobing of the righteousness of Christ and we do not want to be ashamed at His coming.
There is a chastening of the true believers to get rid of these things, "Those whom I love I chasten", that this state of things should be brought about: the gold refined, the white linen, the open eye. And we come really to see things as the Lord Jesus chastens us. All that we see and all that we know is of very little value unless it is chastened knowledge, unless we have been through the mill, unless it has stood us in stead in the fire, and then we know, we have come to a place. And so the Lord chastens those He loves to bring them to the true place out of this false Laodicea state of things. The one thing in view: "to sit with Me in My throne".
Now, are these conditions manifest today? That is the point. Is this the state of things on the one hand, and on the other hand is this what the Lord is seeking to do? Is the Lord chastening His own today? You can answer that in your own heart. Is the Lord taking up a line with His own people of specific concern for their spiritual state? You may judge whether I am right or wrong but I have a very strong feeling that the Lord at this time is far more concerned with the spiritual state of His people than the amount of work they do. We may put the emphasis of importance on being busy for the Lord, and the Lord seems to me to be very much less concerned about that than with the spiritual state of His own, so much so that He is quite prepared to suffer the loss of a great deal of activity in calling His children out of so much business in order to deal with them in chastening, to secure a state that is more wholly according to His own mind. And that course seems to be pursued by the Lord now more than ever.
If what we have been saying is true, then it is the thing we should expect at the end; that in a Laodicean era the Lord will take His own people in hand to deliver them from Laodicean conditions to get that which is worthy of His throne. What is the Lord doing with us? Why is the Lord dealing with us like this? That is our cry often: why? The answer is: to get us to the throne, to be overcomers. And He knows and we know very well that there is ample opportunity to be overcomers today. So much so, that we sometimes wonder if ever we shall overcome. The Lord is dealing with us with that in view and we seek the grace to be steadfast and to be faithful to endure, to keep the word of His patience. He will get us through, He will bring us there, and we shall find our place in the throne and we will be in the rapture.
Now, I have said this and carried it so far. If the Lord comes tonight the thing will be settled. Do you say in your heart, "Even so come Lord Jesus"?
May the Lord bear witness to His word in our hearts and bring us to the place where we see how much is at stake and ask that in us He will do of His good pleasure.
Chapter 2 - The Inward Strength of the Believer
The position is just this: that the Lord Jesus has done everything. He has taken up every bit of the purpose of God from eternity - the whole plan, the whole design, the whole intention - and has secured it in completeness and fulness in His own work of obedience, so that in Him all the work of God is finished, all the ends of God are reached, all the purpose of God is fulfilled. There is nothing in the revelation of the Word of God, even of that wonderful revelation subsequent to the cross, resurrection and ascension of the Lord, that is not realised in the Lord Jesus. All that has come out through Paul, or Peter, or anyone else since the Lord Jesus went to the glory, is not new revelation, a something that is extra to what Christ has done. It is only a revelation of that which Christ has already accomplished and secured in Himself; it is done.
Every bit of Ephesians is realised in the Lord Jesus; every bit of Colossians, Philippians, Hebrews - all there perfected, completed in Him. Now He holds all that as completed and perfected in His own Hand, or in His own Person, for us. It is all finished and held by Him for us. The good of all that is held by Him for us, in our interests, on our behalf, that we should have all that and come into all that.
Now, how are we going to get into that, if He came into the good of it? Well, we have, in a very practical and definite way, to register our agreement with it, our acceptance of it, our stand in it and our claim to it. I am trying to think of a simple illustration of it. Supposing that someone here in this world, a great benefactor, undertook a great magnanimous scheme of advantage for us, for you, for me. He undertook it and completed the whole transaction and holds in himself the title deeds of that, a perfect thing right through, and then said, "Now this is all held for you. It is all for you. You are to come into the good of all this. This is an inheritance which I have secured for you. I have nothing more to do, you have to come into the good of it, but in order that you may come into the good of it, there is something you must do. You must take up a position towards it and register that position in a very practical way, you must come to my office. And there is the whole thing set out before you on paper, and there is a seal there, and you must come and put your finger upon that seal and declare yourself as standing in the good of all that. And before witnesses you declare yourself as, in faith, in gratitude, standing in the good of all that is written in that parchment, an open declaration of where you stand. And as you take that position, and as you lodge that claim, and as you affirm your faith, then I will begin to make that good to you."
Now, I do not know whether that is an adequate illustration, but it will set us somewhere, at any rate. It is a coming to a testimony and making a declaration; coming to a testimony, to our faith in that man's good will and ability to do that for us, that he can do it, that he has done it and has made it over to us. It is not his power; we declare our faith in him - not in the thing, but in him who holds it, and our faith is declared in this practical way, that we commit ourselves to it before witnesses and if the thing breaks down we shall look awfully foolish. "They that put their trust in the Lord shall not be ashamed."
We do not think of it as taking risks at all because of our faith in the One, but make this open declaration before men, heaven and hell, and we stand in for that. And He begins to work the thing out and make it good to us. These open testimonies are, as it were, our putting our finger upon the seal, and saying concerning that clause, "I declare myself to be in the good of that" and to count on the Lord to make that good to me. There are various claims of this nature and you will have to put your finger upon a number of seals. Here is Calvary, the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus in its great sweep for us objectively and in us subjectively. We put our finger upon the seal, we have done that in faith, and say, "All that Calvary means for us, we declare ourselves in that; all that Calvary means in us, we declare ourselves for that." In a very practical way we plunge into and immerse ourselves in that, accept that. And we come later to "the fulness of Him that fills all in all". What is the fulness of Him? The Body of Christ, the church which is His Body, the fulness of Him that fills all in all. The fulness of Christ is for the church which is His Body and no one outside is going to have the fulness. We come into the fulness in the church which is His Body, and further, we gather together and testify to the fact of the Body of Christ; an act of identification. As we gather round those who are bearing this testimony in an act of identification, and put our hands on their head, so we say we are members one of another, and in that way there is a testimony of putting your finger upon that and saying, "We inherit something more than individual blessing, we inherit the fulness of Him that fills all in all, with all other members of the Body". These testimonies are our taking position and declaring ourselves in relation to all that the Lord has accomplished by His cross.
You must remember in the case of the Body of Christ, from the divine standpoint it is always spoken of as complete. You never find anything which speaks of the Body of Christ as a thing to be completed from the divine side. Whenever you touch the heavenlies in the Word of God, you always find things perfect; everything is done. On the earthly side there are things still to be done, but on the divine side all is done, so you enter by faith into what is perfect from the divine side. It is great, when you think of all the antagonism, opposition and the seeming doubtfulness about the issue, there is absolutely no doubt or question from the divine side; it is done.
The Lord has those who, although they may still be in heathen darkness, from the divine side they are in the Body of Christ already. He has completed the number of His elect and there will be not one missing when He has accomplished His purpose. This does not eliminate our responsibility. It does not say we need not do anything. The Lord will not allow that. This is the mystery of the eternal counsels of God and the responsibility of man; difficult to reconcile, but the two things obtain in the Word of God. What I am stressing is this, that we testify to our comings into what the Lord has already perfected in Himself. As our brother goes into the water and is immersed, he testifies to the fact that he stands in the good of Calvary, he stands for all the work of Calvary to be made good for him. He may not sometimes think it is all good because the work of Calvary is going to be smashing, breaking, cutting, but it is all good. Some of us have been through it, but we are not sorry. Calvary being wrought out, however bitter to the flesh, is good; we are coming into the good of things by that way, but we stand in all that that means for us and in us and then, blessed be God, through us too, on the behalf of others.
The Inward Strength of the Believer
I have another word on my heart I think, strongly. I must say another word in another connection though I may not be able to go far with it or complete it. It is in another connection altogether and is a very needy word for most of us in these days.
We are occupied with the matter of the overcomer and the pathway of the overcomer to the throne. That is what has been occupying us. Now, this is not in perhaps the order, the sequence of things, but I think perhaps it is suited to this gathering.
It is concerning the inward strength of the child of God, the believer. When you come to last things, last time matters, you find a growing emphasis upon the necessity for being strong within; stress is laid more and more towards the end, upon inward strength. When you come, for instance, to the closing words, the closing phrase of the Ephesian letter, which letter we know brings us up into the sphere of our spiritual warfare where the issue of the ages is being fought out and decided so far as the church is concerned in Christ, the approach to the contemplation and recognition of that warfare is marked by these words, "Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might." The word "finally" would be better translated as "from henceforth", "from this moment", "from this point" "from now onward" because immediately there comes in the battle. "Take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to withstand the wiles of the devil." From this point, with this conflict, this warfare coming into view, from this point onward, "Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might." We need hardly stay to stress the terms, "Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might."
Now, of course, it goes without saying that that is the only sphere in which we can be strong unto a battle of this kind and that is the only strength and might which can serve in that conflict. I say that with another very definite link in my mind which I want to get at in a moment. The strength of these warriors is firstly in their position in the Lord. "Be strong in the Lord." The Lord does not say, "Be strong in yourself" or "Be strong in anything", but "Be strong in the Lord and in the strength (or power) of His might." More literally, "Be strengthened in the Lord". To use other words from this same letter, third chapter, "strengthened with might by His Spirit into the inner man", and the same thought in Colossians, "strengthened with might by His Spirit within the inner man".
Now simply, but emphatically, the growing need of the Lord's children is inward spiritual strength that they shall recognise that they have a responsibility in this matter of strength. You notice how that responsibility is laid upon the saints in the words, "be strong". The Lord does not say "Now finally I am going to make you strong, I am going to give you strength." That is not His word, the Lord lays some necessity upon us and says to us, "You be strong, you be strengthened. Now this is very largely with you." But, you say, that is all very well.
Yes, the Lord calls upon us to exercise ourselves towards His might, to lay hold of the strength, the might of God and be strong by exercising our spirit in His strength. It is set over against that peril of passivity in the believer. There are few greater perils in the life of the believer, and few greater vantage grounds for the enemy than spiritual passivity, that is, a passive state, an inactive state where they are flopping down and expecting the Lord to come and make them something and to put them on their feet, and energise them as outside from themselves. That is a most dangerous position to be in, a disastrous state, and it opens the whole being to the enemy.
And if you have any experience at all in these matters, you know quite well that one of the enemy's great tactics with the Lord's children is to get them to a place where they flop, where they let go, where they shrivel up, where they cease to fight, cease to be active in spirit either by discouragement, or by pressure, or by suffering, or by any one or more of these things. His strategy is to get them into a place where they spiritually sag and take a kind of fatalistic attitude towards everything. They are out of the fight. And believe me beloved, that is the issue: to get the Lord's people out of the fight, to get them down where even their praying is a kind of passive praying, always saying "Lord do this, or do that", petition only, asking the Lord to do everything. It may be very good up to a point, but it may also represent something far less than the Lord desires and requires, and you will find that He does not come in when we are in that state, and lift us up by the hand. The Lord never comes in and lifts up one of His children from the outside, He never comes and picks you up out of your armchair of passivity and puts you on your feet. His attitude is, "What doest thou here Elijah?" - you have to get up. You have got to get onto your feet.
What the Lord does say is, "Be strong"; He calls for an exercise of the spirit, of our spirit towards His own strength and energy, to lay hold on Him and then He gives us the strength. But He expects first of all action out of inaction, movement out of passivity, a shaking off of this thing on our part. He says, "You be strong, you stand and withstand, and I will come in as you do it."
I am touching a thing far more vital than perhaps you recognise at the moment. It is a tremendous thing. I know this and I am speaking out of very deep experience in this matter. I know, as I hope no one else will ever have to know, the terrific, tremendous activity of the enemy to crush you clean out, to rob you of all fighting force, and put you up in a corner so that you do not any longer count as a positive factor, and make it impossible for you to fight. I know what it is to cry to God for weeks to come and do something, to get me on my feet. And I know quite well that the only thing the Lord has ever done is to show me that I must exercise my spirit against that, in Him, and lay hold of His strength, and then He comes in and does it. That is a law of overcoming: being strengthened with might in the inner man, but which is relative upon our recognising our responsibility in this, seeing what the enemy is driving at, and our standing up and taking hold on the Lord. That is a law that abides. You must remember that.
Soul-force and Spiritual Force
I want to close with a word of discrimination. There is a difference between soul-force and spirit. It is possible for us to have great soul, driving force, and taking hold - and that is just as dangerous as passivity, and that exposes us and opens us just as much to the enemy's movements. Passivity makes us mediumistic if we begin to register all sorts of uncanny things, and we get every kind of dark registration. But the soul-force line of things exposes us to stronger things than that in the way of guidance and so on which are wrong. I am not going further with that, but I want to make that discrimination between soul-force and spiritual force. It is not simply that we are pushing on in the strength of our own will, in the strength of our own force, our own determination. Oh, we have learned this lesson, or we ought to have learned this lesson. That is not good enough, that cannot eventually meet the enemy, and it is a dangerous thing and confuses things for God; it means that we project forces which are evil.
We have had a man over in this country recently from India, Mahatma Gandhi. The title "Mahatma" links him with a group of ascetics in India (maybe some present know more than I do about it). As far as I know, these people believe in the projecting of soul-force, and they cultivate soul-force by hours of silence and meditation and prayer. You remember how Gandhi refused to have his hours of silence disturbed even by the whole round-table conference? Nothing would he allow, even for an instant, to break in upon those silent hours, and some people thought that was a very fine example. But what was he doing? Developing soul-force with a view to projecting psychical influence upon people in situations, to turn the current of things by projecting soul influences and forces.
I do not want to carry you into that realm, but do not forget that we meet that and that sort of thing can be, and we can project like that if we live in the soul instead of in the spirit. Where are we to be made safe in the matter? It is the cross, and only the cross, but the cross does it and we come back here where we have an intelligent understanding with the Lord that the soulish man, the natural man, what we are by nature, comes into that cross in identification with the Lord and is cut off from that. And in the resurrection union of the Lord Jesus we shall live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit; we are spiritual now, and not soulish or psychical.
There is all the difference between what we are by nature, and trying to put it to the account of the Lord in a kind of strength, and bringing things about, and our being in ourselves weak, impotent, nothing, and yet being strong in spirit. It is a great thing when the Lord gets a man or woman broken in themselves, in their own natures, in a place of absolute dependence upon Him and they know it, but where they do not take their brokenness on the natural side as the criterion, but take hold of His strength. That is the meaning of the Lord choosing the things that are weak, foolish etc.. The Lord does not take up our own wisdom to bring to naught the wisdom of this world. He takes up our foolishness, and by His wisdom through our foolishness, confounds the wisdom of the wise. He does not take up something of our strength and put that over against something else of the world or the enemy. He takes up our nothingness, but the cross has to bring us there, to the nothingness, foolishness.
It is a painful thing to the flesh to feel foolish, but the cross does its work and we must have the understanding with the Lord, that though I had all the wisdom and the cunning of the serpent himself, though I was everything that man would require, I should need to be finished, eliminated. It is no use, I recognise that all I am by nature has to be brought by the cross to the end, and I have to have a divine equipment, a divine outfit, something which is from God, A to Z, and nothing outside of that which is of God Himself can accomplish this spiritual thing, so that we do not seek to bring things about by our own effort, but we lay hold of the strength of God, the wisdom of God. It is all out from God in this new creation.
There is a difference between being strong in ourselves and standing up in a crisis and emergency and setting our teeth and saying we will see the thing through, we are not going to be beaten, and being strong in spirit. The difference is an experimental one almost impossible to set forth in teaching. But you can know, and if you have that understanding with the Lord that He will make the cross good in your own life, and bring you to the place where in your spirit, the forces of hell and earth no longer have power over you. The measure in which we live the resurrection life of the Lord Jesus is the measure in which Satan has lost his power. As we go on to that side, we have come to the place of strength.
That is touching the fringe of this thing - this is a tremendously important thing, that we know how to move in the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit and be strong in spirit because that is a factor which means the overcoming of the adversary, the overcoming of the enemy. I must leave it there.
Chapter 3 - The Objective and Subjective Side of the Cross
Reading: Rom. 6:1-14; Eph. 2:1-7; Col. 2:8-15.
We will first of all return to our basic passage in Revelation 12, the central phrase, "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their life even unto death."
For the sake of those who have not been with us in the earlier gatherings of this conference, it is necessary for me to just say one word in order to help you to see what it is that we have in view at this time. We have been taken up with this company as presented to us in Revelation 12, as the overcomer company at the end time, called in verse 5, a son, a man-child. We have noticed (and it is an important point, that is why we reiterate it) that the word "son" there is the Greek word which is never in the New Testament applied to the Lord Jesus, and that this phrase "a man-child" in verse 11 is referred to as "they", clearly indicating that it is not an individual, but a company, and that this company of overcomers is, in the face of the rampant dragon, raptured to the throne. And with that rapture there is heard a great voice in heaven saying, "Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the jurisdiction of His Christ for the accuser of our brethren is cast down". So that great things hang upon this event of the rapture to the throne of this man-child company of overcomers.
This is the end time, we have noticed, because Revelation 11 brings us to the seventh trumpet, the end of that phase of things, and from this point onward there is a change of events and conditions both in heaven and on earth. In heaven "there is no more place found" it says here, for the devil and his angels, and that is a big change. In earth, immediately this dragon, cast down, gives his power to the beast and to the false prophet (two sides of the antichrist, civil and religious) and there develop upon this earth those final terrible things of a great tribulation. Now, that is the ground we have been looking at during this conference.
Those who have been here all the time need patience to hear it reiterated, but we must draw in all the others as far as possible, to see what is in view: that the Lord is seeking to have, because He must have, such a company; because that company represents for Him in itself the supreme object which is in view from eternity, that is, a company in union with His Son, the Lord Jesus as the Great Overcomer, in the throne of power and authority, having literally, experimentally overcome the whole power of satan and his angels. The Lord's original thought was to have man in union with His Son reigning, administrating in this universe for Him. We were "chosen in Christ before the world was" for this purpose.
The very thing in the mind of God in creating man was that man should be His administrative instrument in the universe, and to reign with Christ is an eternal thought of God, for He purposed all things in and for His Son, that His Son in all things might have the pre-eminence, but He chose us in Him that we might, in union with Him, share the administration. Now, the Word of God bears that out amply, and you perhaps have no need that we should follow it out in the Word. It is a statement made which you may verify for yourselves.
Now to that purpose and object of God from eternity. There has been this persistent resistance of another will in the universe which rose in revolt against the purpose of God, revolted against God's determination, and sought to secure for itself that place of government, of authority, jurisdiction, and of worship saying, "I will ascend into heaven, I will set my throne above the clouds, above the Most High, I will be equal with the Most High" - a distinct setting against God's will and of the out-working of that rebellion. That withstanding, is that with which we are familiar in this earth; this awful state of things which has continued all these thousands of years, but God is going to have His end, He must have it, and it is seen realised in a representative company in this Revelation 12. This company of overcomers secures God's end for Him and stands there as the very occasion for heaven to break out this loud voice, "Now is come the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ; wherefore rejoice O heavens...".
You see, heaven at last comes into the joy of the Divine achievement, but the instrument of it is this overcomer company who overcome on the ground of what the Lord Jesus has done by His Blood. That is the background of this whole thing. The thing for us, of course, of practical account is: are we in that? Are we a part of that? And the Lord would call us to be a part of that instrument, of that company. That is the issue for the saints at this present time.
As we pointed out this morning, we are moving into the shadow period of the great tribulation, the manifestation of antichrist. If that be true - and it would not be difficult to show in this world the very clear evidences of the imminent manifestation of the antichrist, the beast and the false prophet - if that be true, then the conflict of the ages has begun in the spiritual experience of many of the Lord's children, a great and terrific conflict with one thing as its issue: ascendency over all the power of the enemy. That is the thing in view, and we have been trying to point out how very real that is in spiritual experience, that by every conceivable means, either deception, or by pressure, or by any one or more of a great number of methods, the enemy is trying to put God's people out of the fight, to get them out of a fighting position, to accept something less, or to give up, to be turned aside or to be ensnared into something else, but this great issue. Now I do not want to continue along that line too long because I am anxious to get to the course that we have been following today. This is the background of things, the setting of things, and we have taken up what we have called: the pathway of the overcomer to the throne.
This morning we spoke about the will of God as primary, as basic, as before everything else, as a great issue in the matter of the overcomer's life, the will of God being wrought into the very constitution of the believer so that God has His will as a principle within us; not as merely a mental-assent, or an attitude, but something wrought in us in that way, in that depth of reality that we will stand under all circumstances and conditions with God. If it is only a mental acceptance and attitude taken, circumstances may make us change our attitude and draw back; but if the thing has been wrought into us through the fires, we come to the place where nothing can move us, where we are with God for everything. Now, none of us have come there yet - I do not think I am saying anything unfairly in saying that - I do not think any of us would like to say we had come there yet, we should be afraid of the test that might come half an hour hence. But the Lord is seeking to bring us to the place where we stand with Him no matter what the test may be, to get us to the place of absolute ascendency over that other will that is against Him.
This afternoon we took one other thing, the matter of being strengthened with might by His Spirit into the inner man, the inward strength of spirit on the part of the believer. But this evening I am going back to somewhat more elementary and familiar things. Coming back, let us just remind ourselves again of the terms of this phrase, "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their life even unto death".
Now we will consider some more of the content of that threefold statement of the basis and means of this overcoming and reaching the throne. "Because of the blood of the Lamb", that is on the ground of all that Calvary means. First of all, they had come to a spiritual recognition of the meaning of the cross of the Lord Jesus; they had seen what that cross meant and contained. Then, "the word of their testimony" implies that they stood in with that and declared themselves as bound up with that. And then, "they loved not their lives even unto the death" means that they accepted what came on the ground of their position, as the consequence of the position they had taken up in relation to that cross. They accepted it. It cost something, it cost everything, it involved them in what it cost the Lord Jesus to a very large measure - His life, not with the same atoning effects, that is another matter, but it brought them into fellowship with Him in having to put to the account of their testimony everything; even life itself. And that was the proof that for them Calvary was not merely a doctrine, but a reality; and you have to follow through to that if your testimony is going to be made effective.
If you are going to be an overcomer you do not accent the doctrine of the cross, you put your life to the account of it, and you are tested out on it and you are proved by what you suffer in that testimony, that this is no mere doctrine or teaching with you, but a living reality for which you are prepared to let go everything. Then the cross; that is what is here. Do we want to see the cross as one ground or overcoming as the pathway to the throne? We have got to see the cross from two standpoints, two aspects of the cross, and this is where most of us are on such familiar ground, but we have got to begin this pathway, and this is where we begin, and these are the beginnings.
We have read some passages, firstly from Romans 6, and then from Ephesians and Colossians. These passages respectively, Romans on the one hand, Ephesians and Colossians on the other, represent the two aspects of the cross. Romans links us with the Red Sea; the Passover and the Red Sea in Exodus 12 and onwards. Ephesians and Colossians links us with the Jordan in Joshua. They are not the same. If you read certain phrases from Romans 6 and then from Ephesians 2 and Colossians 2 in sequence, you would say these are similar and relate to the same thing. They do nothing of the kind, they are two systems of doctrine and do not relate to the same thing. One relates to the Red Sea, the other to Jordan; and respectively therefore, they deal with different matters.
Now, I do not want to get merely to technique; this is of practical value to you and me as being the pathway to the throne, for the overcomer. We, in order to be overcomers, to reach the throne, have first of all to recognise, accept and stand in the good of Romans 6 and Exodus 12; the blood of the Lamb on the objective side. I am rather afraid that a good many of the Lord's children have gone over too quickly to the subjective side. They have accented the subjective teaching of the cross before they have thoroughly established the objective side. And putting that out of order and out of time, a very great deal of confusion has followed, so that you find a lot of people who know all about the subjective side, our union with Christ in death, who are still without the basic peace and rest in Christ. And this is a terrible position to be in because subjective teaching is far ahead of objective teaching and ought to get us far ahead of objective teaching, but when you find people who are so far ahead, and yet without the real rest in Christ, there is something wrong about that. They are monstrosities, they are not normal; yes, they are abnormalities. So we want to put this right.
When you get into a position like that, the enemy can do anything and he can make a horrible mess of things. Before all spiritual intelligences that is a contradiction and a denial, things are not true - you are talking about having been united with Him in His death and in His resurrection, and being seated with Him in the heavenlies, and then you are without basic rest and assurance. That is a contradiction of position altogether, and a denial, and the testimony is in weakness and you have no power, and your teaching about identification counts for nothing.
Teaching about identification, in order to be effective, must have at least behind it an absolute rest and assurance in the Lord, a settled position in the matter of our salvation. So we have to get to Romans before Ephesians and Colossians, and Exodus 12 before Joshua. The blood of the Lamb in Exodus 12 and in Romans is to do with the objective side of things. That is what is done by the Lord for us. You see, the great issue, the final issue of Exodus 12 when it was headed right up to its practical outworking is this, "Stand still and see the salvation." You are not in this actively, you have no part in this battle, you stand still and see. Now, that is where the practical outworking of the shedding of the blood came, so far as the enemy was concerned. It was something that had been done for them which had a wonderful virtue and power to give them deliverance and freedom, in which they personally had no active part other than the appropriation of faith.
I think we all want to get a little more settled in that foundation, rooted in that blessed truth. This blood redemption in Exodus 12 related firstly to sin, primarily to sin; one might say all-inclusively to sin. It was the sin question that was being settled. If Pharaoh and Egypt lost their power over the Lord's people it was because the sin question was dealt with in the Lord's people. Judgment comes on a basis of sin, and judgment did not fall upon them because the sin question had been typically dealt with in the blood of the Lamb. The position was this: that they lived because there had been a death, a slaying; and because someone representatively or typically had died for them, they lived. In Egypt there had not been a death, therefore there would be death. If you have not had a death you will die, if you have had death: live. True, the lamb had died, many thousands of lambs in Israel, but always called one lamb, "it" and that all-inclusive Lamb had received death on their behalf, therefore death had no more power over them, but it was the sin question that was dealt with. Initially the blood of the Lamb deals with sin. It is the whole holiness question that is in view, holiness and righteousness.
The cross, as represented by Jordan, by Ephesians, and Colossians, does not deal with the sin question as such; it deals with the flesh question. You never take the blood for the flesh. Never in the Bible does the blood come upon the flesh. You never appropriate the covering of the blood for the flesh. God never covers up the flesh; He destroys it. The blood deals with sin, the cross deals with the man. What is in view basically is the sin question and until you and I have got the sin question settled, we cannot go on to the place of victory. You notice that Revelation 12 is this, "The accuser of our brethren is cast down" - verse 10 - and the accuser loses his place. It is a great thing to be raised right out of and above the accuser, out of the place of accusation, to triumph right over accusation, and yet is it not true that multitudes of the Lord's people are beaten and harnessed by accusation? The one thing the enemy never tires of trying to do is to lodge in us some sense of condemnation, to get us down under a sense of sin - to accept it, to allow it to get in. And when that is in, we have lost every bit of spiritual strength and fighting force; we are out of the battle. Oh, that we knew our weapons. Oh, that we were more ever present minded with our one basic objective weapon, "The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son, keeps on cleansing from all sin" if we walk in the light. The abiding efficacy of that Blood delivers us from accusation.
Let me say again, this rapture of the overcomer company is not something done mechanically at a given moment, it is the issue of a spiritual process, it is the final step in a spiritual journey where we have learned to overcome, and we have opportunity for it, to know how to overcome in this one thing: that we appropriate the virtue of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus against the accuser. We make mistakes, we are not without fault, "If any man say that he hath no sin he deceives himself" but "if we confess our sins He is just and faithful to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" . We make mistakes, we are guilty of failures, yes, and it is just when we make that mistake, that slip, that failure that the accuser rushes in to bring us down under a weight of condemnation and hold us under it. And we give up, we flop, and we go about with faces having no longer the joy and peace of the Lord upon them and everybody knows something has gone wrong with us, and our testimony is upset.
Now, we are not to make light of our failures and ignore them and make out as though they were nothing, but we can immediately go to the Lord with them in repentance, in confession, and in confessing be assured and take for granted that He is faithful and just to forgive. Count upon the faithfulness of God to forgive and cleanse in the abiding efficacy of the precious blood, and the ground of accusation is removed. And, having done that properly, and recognising the sinfulness of sin, and taking our lesson to heart, and not making light of these things, nevertheless we can rise up and in faith take it that God has forgiven and that ground has been removed. And we can turn back on the enemy with our testimony again, "He is faithful and just to forgive"; that is taking ascendency, that is overcoming because of the blood of the Lamb, that is settling the sin question and robbing the enemy of his ground and therefore of his power. And it is all in what the Lord has done for us in shedding His blood. He settled the sin question. We could never do that. It takes a sinless One to deal with the sin question. He did it.
Now, have we got that far with all our teaching, with all our knowledge of truth, with all our identification information, have we got that far? Is that settled? Is the objective side of things a settled matter - the sin question? If it is not, we cannot get further. No, we cannot get further. But there is further to go, much further. We are able to move on to Ephesians and Colossians, or on to Joshua, to Jordan when once that is settled, but not before.
It is what the Lord has done for us in which we have no part actively other than the appropriation of faith. That is a good part, the appropriation of faith, but the virtue of it all is something done independently of us, for us, towards which we stand in the attitude of standing still and seeing. That brings us to a certain position that brings us to God. The blood of the lamb in Egypt had as its primary intention the bringing of a people out to the Lord, not out to the wilderness. The wilderness was not part of the plan of the Lord, but an exigency, a necessity by reason of circumstances, a necessary evil. It was not just getting them out from Egypt, or out from Pharaoh. Pharaoh, Egypt and the wilderness were not the primary factors, but God, that He should have them out to Himself, that having them wholly out to Himself by the precious blood He might be able to bring them into the object He had in view after bringing them out. "He brought them out that He might bring them in." He did not bring them out that He might put them forty years in the wilderness; that had to be because of them. He brought them out that He might bring them in. He had to bring them out to Himself first to be His people, separated unto God.
Now the blood is intended to make us God's property. We are purchased with the precious blood, and when He gets us on that ground He is able to take His next steps, and so we for a moment see the other aspect of the cross at Jordan, with Ephesians and Colossians. Here it is no longer a matter of sin. You are supposed to have dealt with the sin question in an Ephesian position because you have come to the heavenlies, and you never get to the heavenlies if the sin question is not settled. In the heavenly aspect of things everything is perfect in the matter of redemption. If you take up the Scriptures of the New Testament which have to do with the heavenly side of things such as Ephesians, and the letter to the Hebrews particularly, you will find that from that heavenly standpoint everything is now perfect and complete in the matter of redemption; I mean in the matter of salvation. When you get into the Romans position you have come out of the heavenlies onto the earthlies in the matter of redemption, and there you have human responsibility and human weakness, but when you get into the heavenlies, you are in the place of eternal counsels and everything there is finished, complete. Get into the Hebrew letter with that very thought and the whole point of the letter is to lift you out of the earthly types into the heavenly realities. You find there, "He has perfected forever". The whole thing is finished.
Now, that is in the matter of redemption, so that when you come to Joshua in type in Ephesians and Colossians, spiritually you have come to the place where the matter of redemption in the realm of sin, salvation, and atonement, is complete. But now there is something else in view when that position is apprehended by faith, and you take your place in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. In that realm it is a question not of salvation, but of vocation. Exodus was not a question of vocation; it was a question of salvation. Joshua was a question of vocation. Romans is a question of salvation, Ephesians of vocation, where it is the blood applied for a triumphant vocation.
One of the most popular hymns, "There is power in the blood", begins with the question of sin: "Would you be free from your burden of sin? There is power in the blood..." etc. that is Exodus and Romans. But the last verse is: "Would you do service for Jesus your King"; that is Joshua and Ephesians. It is the blood, now for heavenly vocation. There are other factors that get into the way of spiritual service, which is spiritual warfare. What are those factors? The natural man, ourselves. It is not a question of sin, but ourselves now. Sin and self are two different things as to doctrine. We know they are bound up together, but God views them separately in this way. The sin question dealt with objectively and the sin question subjectively; Colossians - "Circumcision of Christ, the putting away of the body of the flesh". This is not dealing with sin as a principle, but the man. Here you come to Jordan where it is not now what is done for you in the blood, but what you are baptised into personally, and what is done in you. You go down into this thing in identification in order that, not sin being put away, but self being put away, there is a clear ground for God to have the pre-eminence in work and in warfare.
I do not know whether we have learned as we ought, that the weakness of our spiritual warfare is in ourselves, in our flesh. We introduce forces and elements of the natural man into spiritual things - our own energies, wisdom and weaknesses. We bring in the natural man in some way or other into the work of the Lord and we find the enemy can knock us over. Get the flesh into spiritual conflict and see what a mess the enemy will make. Get the flesh ruled out, all that ground set aside by the cross, get that circumcising knife of the cross cutting in between the natural and the spiritual and separate that thing, so that it is the Lord and only the Lord and not ourselves, and you have something over which death and hell has no power. And in order to bring us to the place of a hundred percent victory, the Lord has to cut away flesh, and when we are speaking of "flesh" we are not speaking of dross, sensuality and wickedness, we are talking of man who is flesh and man by nature. And man by nature is set aside by the cross of the Lord Jesus, and a new man comes in with the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Not the old man raised, it is another man that is raised that stands on that heavenly side. That is Jordan.
You see, if we are going to overcome, it is firstly on the ground of the virtue of the blood in dealing with the whole sin question for us and settling it before God. God has what He wants: a state of holiness through that blood, appropriated by faith; the ground of accusation settled by a strong taking hold of all the virtue of that precious blood to satisfy God for us in the matter of righteousness, in the matter of holiness. In settling that ground of antagonism and conflict, sin in principle is settled; but then seeing we are not only called to be saved, but called into something which is a heavenly vocation in fellowship with God in order that not only by Christ initially, but wrought out in the church which is His Body, the heavens should be stripped of Satan and his angels. That is a vocation, that the church with Christ is going to occupy the heavens which are now occupied by Satan and his angels. He is the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that rules, works, energises the children of disobedience, but he is going to be put out of that place. And there is going to be "no more place found for him in heaven" because that place has been secured for the overcomers, for the saints in union with Christ who has overcome, and the man-child is caught up to the throne and there is fulfilled, "Him that overcomes will I grant to sit with Me in My throne even as I also overcame and am set down with My Father in His throne", fulfilled in this overcomer company. That is vocation. It is something for God, something which is satisfying the eternal desire and intention of God. It is something more than being saved, to be brought into such a relationship with the Lord Himself for realising the thing which has been in His heart for all eternity.
Are you content just to be saved? Enjoying the advantages of being saved from hell and death? That is selfish. We are saved unto something and we are saved unto no less than this: that we should be God's instrument for realising for Him, or His realising through us, that thing that has been in His heart which prompted Him to create man; the motive of His designing the creation of this world. To satisfy God... that is His inheritance in the saints. God coming to His own. That is vocation. We can only fulfill that vocation in virtue of the precious blood, on the ground of our testimony to all that Calvary means and by our linking with the position that we take in relation to the cross, every interest that we have, even life itself, and the laying down of our souls, our soul life.
Now I will not go further. I trust that we shall see something. If we have seen it before, that we shall see it again even more clearly, as to what overcoming because of the blood of the Lamb means. I trust that we may see what God is after regarding the word of our testimony, what He has called us unto; to see the pathway to the throne for the overcomer is by the way of the blood and the cross. And may I suggest to you, do not take it as a formula, phraseology or like something you would use as a chemist might make up a prescription. No, yet I suggest it to you as something of great value - that it is not enough for us to appeal to or appropriate the virtue of the precious blood for all things; it is essential that we recognise the full victory of Calvary. You may not be able to follow that. The blood shed and sprinkled deals with the sin question, the matter of sin and holiness as dealing with the accuser, but Calvary's victory reaches out to deal with ourselves, the flesh, as taking away other ground in the matter of service from the enemy. If you do not understand it, it is important to see that you stand, not only in the full virtue of the blood of the Lord Jesus, but in the full victory of Calvary. Not only the sin question, but also the self question is dealt with and that is something tremendous. Now, I have said that, but ask the Lord for light about it if you do not quite see it.
We will leave it, and may the Lord just bring His own word to our hearts with the power, with the issue, with the result that we come to a place of victory, of overcoming, and that this does mean something to the Lord, that we have looked these great realities in the face. And if it should result in some who have been harassed, worried, pursued, haunted by accusation, condemnation, coming to a settled rest in God, peace in faith's appropriation of all that the blood speaks of, the satisfied heart of God in the matter of sin and righteousness; if we could enter into that as has given us a good foundational ground, we can go further where this natural man or woman is set aside, that God the Spirit is everything; everything is of the Lord and nothing out from ourselves. If we could come nearer to that, it is a tremendous measure of progress towards the Lord getting His final triumph. It is coming to the place where we love not our soul life even unto the death and when we attain unto that in the full, we are in the throne, we are in the place of reigning, we have gained ascendency over all the power of the enemy. He has "no more place".
We have some way to go yet, but the Lord's Word can be a means for His energising of us to overcome. Him that overcomes... may we be such for His Name's sake.
Chapter 4 - Open Question & Answer Session 1
Initials of those giving answers (where known) refer to:
S.A. - Samuel Alexander
T.A.-S. - Theodore Austin-Sparks
P.W.F. - P. W. Faunch
G.P. - George Paterson
Reading: Colossians 2:1-6.
S.A. As we have often said, walking is taking one step at a time. And here the apostle seems to indicate that every step in the upward march of the overcomer to the throne, as well as the simple believer in the elementary things of life, is on the same principle, "As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord so walk ye in Him."
There are two things that characterise the first step. One, an act of simple appropriating faith. Secondly, an absolute surrender to the Lordship of Christ. Those two marks characterise the first step, the step at which we came into a knowledge of Christ; faith and absolute obedience, faith and surrender. Every step is to be like that as we go on; we appropriate that which is presented to us as truth. By faith we receive it and we surrender to it. We yield ourselves utterly to it, to that which is presented to us, so that there is a definite transaction with the Lord over every fresh unveiling of the truth. And one feels that the reason so many of the Lord's people who are quite regular in their attendance at the gatherings, do not go on with Him, is there is not that definite transaction with the Lord following the presentation of truth. The truth is heard and enjoyed, but not definitely made their own by faith and there is not that utter yielding of the whole being to the truth thus presented. "As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him." Weymouth's translation is: "As therefore you have received the Christ, even Jesus Christ our Lord, live and act in vital union with Him having the roots of your being firmly planted in Him and continually building yourself up in Him." Now, the point is faith; that at each successive stage of Christian experience there should be that act of appropriating faith.
Q. In prevailing prayer you pray for one under the power of the enemy, a believer, a saved soul, yet the power of the enemy comes upon that one at times. Taking the victory by faith in Christ, having a consciousness in your own heart that you have won through in prayer, that the Lord has answered, and yet not seeing the emancipation or the ground taken made manifest in the experience of the one prayed for, what is the attitude to be? It would seem as if the enemy's power is even stronger.
A. In a similar situation the word the Lord gave recently was Ephesians 6 where we have the spiritual conflict dealt with, "Having overcome all, stand". If you are conscious of having been given prayer in the Holy Spirit so that you have prevailed with the Lord and taken a position of spiritual ascendancy and there is no manifestation of the thing here, then it is a question of "standing in the evil day as victor on the field", and trust the Lord for the manifestation of that.
Q. Have I to continue in prayer for that one?
A. You hold the ground taken in continual prayer until the evidence of victory comes forth. You are conscious of having won the victory in the spiritual realm, you have brought the impact of Christ's victory upon the situation, the power of His Name and victory; yet no manifestation?
Q. In one case the conflict seemed worse.
A. P.W.F. Take the case of Elijah on Mount Carmel. The Lord was manifested as Lord and then there was the coming up into demonstration of that victory, but that did not rule out the persistence in prayer on the part of the prophet. That prayer was for a specific objective out from that as to which the Lord manifested His sovereignty. The coming down of the Lord in fire was the evidence of His sovereignty over Baal, but did not in itself touch the question of the truth. Elijah entered upon a separate activity and prayed through until he was assured in his heart; he actually prayed on until he saw the first sign, that God's recognition, God coming in was in the descent of the fire - God's attestation that followed up a persisting in prayer. Elijah has the faith that rain is coming. He says to Ahab, "Get thee up; a sound of abundance of rain." He makes the declaration and then goes on to Mount Carmel until the rain comes. You have the assurance that the Lord answers, but he got to work on that and prayed. See in that where you should continue to pray for that thing concerning which you once had the assurance that the Lord had answered. The alternative to that is to say the Lord has answered, and you sit back and then the thing doesn't happen. You are not fulfilling the condition, "Having done all, stand". For instance, a week of prayer for a certain Mission, a lot of prayer beforehand and we had come to a place of assurance that the Lord had answered. One or two evenings of prayer and assurance, and another evening the folk came together, a different company, and they were knocking at the door on things dealt with during the week and being impetuous. I said, "The Lord has heard that; we will start praising the Lord" and the effect was to quench prayer in that meeting, because they had not come to that place. Now that was presumption. What happened? Well, when the mission started, day after day went on and nothing happened and not until the last night was there the sign of a break. Now, if you come to the place of faith and assurance, hold on and do not quench prayer.
T.A.-S. It is a matter of completing the whole thing. I think we all realise that very often something has been lost even after a position has been taken and assurance given, by our not holding on until the actual thing is in possession. In the case of Elijah, he said to his servant, "Go back" seven times. Seven is the number of spiritual completeness and this thing had got to be seen right through to spiritual completeness. Now, the sovereign act of God is one thing, but our coming into that to see it right through in co-operation with God, is another thing. We have to see a thing right through; we must not let go until it is through. We must stand on our ground with the Lord. James says, "He prayed again and the heavens gave rain". It is a very important thing, that keeping right on with the Lord, holding the ground and seeing it right through. I think the point brother Paterson raised is the point between sovereignty and grace. We are getting off now the particular question asked, but he has touched that point and it should not be overlooked or set aside. What the Lord did in sovereignty on Mt. Carmel was the establishing of His Name. He might have left it there and the people been left face to face with that fact that God is God - the grace side must come in and they must have rain, the Lord must come in and give rain. Sovereignty and grace are not the same thing. One is a direct act of God in His own vindication which would leave us stark; that is imposed on us, but it does not do us much spiritual good in a way, but when the Lord follows that up by an act of grace and does us good, that is the Lord's extra bit. That is grace to an unworthy people. There are two sides to this matter, sovereignty and grace, in Elijah's case. They have to be recognised, and the issue after all was not just the issue of establishing the Divine sovereignty; it was also the grace of God to His people. The Lord wins a double battle when He adds to His sovereign act an act of grace. He wins not only the head, but also the heart.
S.A. God acted in response to and co-operation with the attitude Elijah took on each side. Elijah had to go through the thing.
T.A.-S. In the case of Elijah - and we would have said something this morning closely bound up with our present matter of consideration because it is all the matter of throne position - Elijah has secured in secret with God in his life of prayer a throne position. And then he suddenly breaks out and appears to the nation with the declaration: "As the Lord liveth before whom I stand there shall not be rain on the earth but according to my word." It is a most daring declaration. "Before whom I stand". "I stand before the Lord and my word governs the situation because I stand before the Lord." There is throne position. And it is as in the throne that Elijah sees that whole matter through.
P.W.F. It has been striking me too that Elijah was a man of like passions as we are. After that experience of falling into that inert, passive state (again that we were thinking of in a previous meditation) he simply crumpled up. Some of us know something of that. It comes to the physical, and then over the spiritual.
Q. What is the way of victory when one who is really in the will of God feels that the physical is getting on top of her and crowding out the spiritual?
A. T.A.-S. There we touch something important for us all. Most of us know something about that, but our experience is that the Lord never deals first of all with the effect, but always deals with the cause, and the cause is always spiritual. The cause here is not physical. We do not recognise that and we would not admit that; and we find that the Lord, when He comes to deal with a situation like that, calls upon our spirit to act first. He always calls upon our spirit to act and rise up and take hold of Him, and we have found again and again that the physical yields to the spiritual. The body yields to the spirit. The Lord does not deal with the body first of all in this New Testament, Holy Spirit time. He does not pick us up spiritually by first of all picking us up physically. If He were to do that, the whole system of things would be upset. He has first of all to make His appeal, His challenge to us spiritually. As our spirit takes hold of God and exercises itself in the Lord, if the Lord wants us physically up, that is the way that He does it. That is a fairly common experience among the Lord's people and an important thing for them to see, because so many who are getting into a bad way spiritually think their physical recovery, their physical improvement is necessary before there can be any spiritual improvement. That is the wrong end of the thing altogether.
T.A.-S. Now, while it is difficult to see that this thing is not basically physical, we see it is that, but if we really knew it, we should find it was because either our spirit had become bruised, damaged, hurt, pressed down, something had struck a blow at our spirit and we had become spiritually troubled, spiritually injured and the spirit was not strong, not rising up, was being pressed down by something that had happened and then the physical had fallen. It is like that which upsets the nervous constitution, that wears and pulls down the physical, but it is something deeper in our case. Not that we have taken it on, we are, as we are well aware of right spiritually, we refuse that; but if a blow has been struck at our spirit and it has been injured, then the weakening of our spirit and the pressing under of our spirit results in other things physically. It gets on top of us and so when the Lord seeks to recover us He begins by making His appeal to our spirit first of all to throw off and exercise itself in Him and lay hold of His strength and be strong in the strength of His might. And then whatever the Lord wants done, physically we are able to do it. I have had some experience and I do know I have never been able to do things physically by simply getting physically fit to come out in the Lord's service, by getting better naturally. But it has always been a quickening of spirit first. And while the physical may have been very tardy in coming into line, it was a movement of Life in the spirit. It is a very important thing for the Lord's servants.
T.A.-S. Speaking of missionaries, it should be recognised that the physical is not the basic thing. That does not mean that spiritual strength will always produce physical fitness, but for really spiritual usefulness to the Lord in His service the thing always begins in the spirit. If Romans 8:10-11 means anything at all, it is just that the quickening of the mortal body is from the inside and not from the outside, "by His Spirit who dwelleth in you".
T.A.-S. The Holy Spirit does not dwell in this physical body directly, not in these veins, in this nervous system, in this flesh, in these bones, but He is in the renewed spirit, the inner man, and He quickens the mortal body from His dwelling place: His habitation in the renewed spirit, so that the quickening of the mortal body is from the Spirit (Rom. 8:11). So often we wait to feel better before we undertake anything for the Lord, and we may wait a long time. The Lord says, if we have the witness that the Lord requires this, the Lord waits for us in spirit to take hold of His Life. It is a matter of laying hold of His Life first of all and the other follows in the Holy Spirit. One makes that provision because there are many things we would like to do for the Lord and we do not get Life for it, but in the will of God the enablement begins in the spirit and not in the body.
S.A. There is in Christ a sufficiency of life and resource for everybody. And faith's appropriation, simply standing, whatever the physical may be, standing to receive that which is in Christ for us so that the physical condition, weak or strong, is no criterion at all, it is a spiritual fact. You act on the basis of the Lord's call and you find Life comes in.
Q. (Perhaps rather a remark, or testimony, than a direct question): When in fellowship with two or three in a room, you feel very ill, but you are not dwelling on it, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit from one to another brings physical life. This is a ministry of life one to another.
(Another testimony): One, feeling very unwell, came to a meeting where there was prayer for anyone suffering. When returning home the joy of the Lord came into her spirit and she was lifted and from that time the Lord had undertaken.
(Further remark): The proof of it is that in a time of physical exhaustion, by waiting on the Lord we renew our strength.
A. S.A. The point we want to grasp as the Lord's servants is this. We are brought into another realm, not left to live here in the physical realm with the physical dominating, whether it be strength or weakness. But the test and the criterion is in another realm. The enemy does attack the bodies of the Lord's servants, and make service in the Lord's will impossible for them, and if we accept that, we shall be pressed out. But if we recognise this root principle, that there is a sufficiency of resource in Christ for every demand that comes to us in the Holy Spirit, and stand there in a definite faith appropriation and go on in weakness, we give the Lord the opportunity He needs of demonstrating this in experience. Life comes in. It is not only a question of spiritual strengthening; it is Life that tingles through the whole physical frame. Sometimes it is an experience where you feel the sense of quickening in your mortal body, but it is in response to a spiritual stand and act of obedience.
T.A.-S. Sometimes we are renewed through the prayers of other members of the Body too. That is what they are for! We have got to realise that there are laws in the Lord's mind which lie behind every exhortation and instruction that He gives. He does not say why He tells us to do certain things, but He knows why and we discover the law as we do the thing. And the Lord says, "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together" etc. He does not tell you why, He tells you to do it as the Day approaches and the spiritual pressure increases. You come together as the Lord's children, you get lifted up and you have a ministration of Life, and you feel better than if you had spent the evening by the fire. You discover the law of Life in spiritual fellowship, in touch with other members. There is a law bound up with every command and you discover this as you obey.
Q. Where is the real link between soul and spirit? It is difficult to know how not to act in the soul. For instance, how does it happen that sometimes in starting in the spirit one falls back again into the soul life and things become weak?
A. If you act, it may be in the right direction, but in the soul and not in the spirit and the trouble is one, because of hurry and precipitance, that is a sign for you that because your act is not a deliberate one, because you are acting hurriedly, it is not of God. One is just seeking to suggest one indication that might be a proof that you are not acting in the will of God, that proof would be that you were acting in haste, therefore the thing could not be according to the mind of the Lord.
One great safeguard in coming to the soul realm is the definite yielding to death of all personal desires in the matter, the application of the cross of Christ to all that is personal; yielding up to the Lord so that you are free to receive the Lord's mind in spirit. It is very deep, because the soul is very subtle. It raises the whole question of Divine guidance which is a problem with the Lord's people. But one of our great difficulties is there I am sure, in not definitely yielding up to the Lord every bit of personal wish and thought in connection with it and getting a clear registration of the Lord's mind in spirit.
T.A.-S. I am not quite sure of the question. Do I understand that it is a matter of first of all having a witness, an assurance that the thing is of the Lord, but at some subsequent point dropping out of the spirit onto a lower level and things becoming confused? Or is the question that you have an assurance that the thing is of the Lord and then you go forward and find that it is not in the living realm, what there is even on a lower level? Is the point at which the drop comes some way on after having known Life, liberty in the Spirit in that work, or is it between the acceptance of it and the taking up of the work?
Q. It is after having had the assurance of peace and Life, having gone on, and yet not in the work.
T.A.-S. If you had gone into that thing by the Lord's clear leading and had blessing and Life for a period, and then dropped out, that sets up one situation. If it is a question of first of all getting witness and Life about a thing and feeling quite at rest and peace, and then when you start out into it you find you are not in a spiritual realm, that is another situation altogether. That brings in other matters and one of the matters is that of corporate fellowship for taking that step.
T.A.-S. We must not act in relation to any call of God as though we were independent individuals. If we were to get a witness that He is calling us to a place of work it does not mean that we can step out on that as though we were freelances. We ought to go and have prayer and get them to come in, and have that confirmed, and that they should walk round it in the Name of the Lord. That is one great factor, otherwise we can get out as independent individuals and we shall find that we shall have to come back and seek co-operation to get on with that thing.
T.A.-S. Another factor is the time factor - a very important one - whether the Lord wants that today or next week. You can take a thing out of the time and get into awful confusion although that thing is of God. It may be that the Lord wants us to go to some place near or far, at home or abroad. He wants us to go, we have the witness that this is the place to which He wants us to go and He wants us to serve Him, but if we go today when the Lord wants us to go tomorrow, we have taken it into our own hands and we have no Life. If we do it this week when the Lord wants it a month hence, we find we are not getting on, we have come out of the Lord's time. It is a very important thing in doing the will of God not to get out of the Lord's timings. And these are factors that govern the difference between the two things which we have set forth; in getting a witness as to the Lord's will and going on immediately in Life, or the different situation altogether, having gone on in Life and at some subsequent period falling out.
T.A.-S. The corporate factor is an important one, because now the ministry is one ministry, it is a Body ministry and not an individual ministry. And all ministry is corporate ministry and not that of the individual, if we go on. Even if the Lord may say in us, as with Paul and Barnabas, that He wanted them out in a certain ministry to go on missionary journeys, He may give that witness. And undoubtedly Paul had that witness personally long before they laid hands on him, that the Lord was going to send him far away unto the nations, but he tarried at Antioch until the Lord said, "Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." Then what was individual became corporate and they could go on, but if Paul had ventured out in his own line of things, things would have fallen out and Paul would have said, "What is the matter?" And the Lord would have sent him back to where he had to recognise the great principle of the truth with which he was to be entrusted, with the principle of the one Body. The Lord would not allow the violation of a truth; that is why He sent him to Damascus to get his instructions. The Lord would not violate the truth He was going to entrust to Paul, and held him into the principle of corporateness in everything. That is an important thing for us to recognise.
T.A.-S. Of course, anyone who has not gone on into the Ephesian position, church position, remains in the elementary things of Christian work and service never comes up against those challenges and seem to get on very well and have success. But there is always a limit and their work is very earthbound; it is not touching the unseen and not among principalities and powers. When we come into the church realm the Lord holds us to it and if we violate the Body law we shall get into confusion sooner or later. So that, while having the Lord's witness in our own hearts as to the Lord's will, and having joy about it, we must come together with those who are spiritual and say, "The Lord has laid this on my heart, but this is not an isolated thing, this relates to the whole Body of Christ and I must have fellowship. It must come into the House and I want you to go round this thing with me that it shall be kept a thing for the Lord." You see the principle, and unless that is done, a thing which the Lord has laid on our hearts may become confused, and is a strange experience that something quite living as the Lord's will comes to them. And the thing gets into a realm where it loses its Life. Were we wrong in our guidance? No, but wrong in the way we took our guidance instead of recognising the Lord's principles of Life and ministry.
T.A.-S. The initial form of the question I do not think has been covered altogether. There is a lot more to be said as to how at fine points we can discriminate between soul and spirit, but that is another matter where you must have a case to work on.
Q. Do not you think you can challenge God to make circumstances fit in as well as corporate fellowship with others? Say, "If You want me in that place, You have got to open the way, take away barriers." Or do we wait too long for circumstances? It is this waiting that is the crux altogether. How long do we have to wait? What do we have to wait for as an indication of God's will?
A. T.A.-S. You must, before the Lord, very definitely test your tests. You put something out for the Lord, you may be putting something that the Lord will not accept as a ground of justification, and find out whether that is a definitely accepted thing, accepted ground, or whether you might have to withdraw that and put out something else. The first witness is of Life and peace and then a great deal depends upon the individual case as to what follows, what the difficulty might be, the obstacle, what the circumstances are, as to how far you can test the Lord and challenge the Lord on coming into line with your witness. Sometimes even when you have the witness, you are delayed, and rightly, by the Lord; though you have the thing in Life, the Lord keeps you back. It is for us to seek the Lord as to whether there is any reason in ourselves why we are delayed. And the recognition of the matter and bringing circumstances into line depends upon the individual case. You cannot issue a formula.
S.A. When you are in the Lord's will, and in the Lord's time, circumstances have a wonderful way of shaping themselves.
T.A.-S. You make discoveries that the Lord had things in His own mind to bring about in order that when His moment came, He might have a full opportunity. He is working while He holds us back, even from Divinely given consciousness. He is working in other realms so that when His time comes we shall find He has accomplished a good deal more which secures a greater advantage than if we had gone when we thought. There have been long delays in certain lives, but some of them will tell you that they are glad that these delays took place. But the Lord was doing other things in the unseen, and when the time came, He had a great deal more on hand for the success of the enterprise than would have been if it had all come about before. The Lord was working in other realms. We may take it as a settled thing that the Lord's delays have more than one explanation. It is to develop faith in us, to bring us to a spiritual state, but the Lord has many strings to His bow. He has a lot of ideas, so that when His time comes, He has a whole handful of things that He has been working and bringing about. And when we move out, it has been for us a beneficial delay and we find He has done this or that, and if we had gone before, it would not have been. We can seek the Lord for the adjustment of what are humanly impossible situations to His leading of us.
G.P. That is, not to accept the circumstances willy-nilly and wait for them to change.
P.W.F. Another factor struck me. There was wonderful unanimity in the company who waited upon the Lord at Antioch. There was a fellowship there. Not just that Paul and Barnabas had Christian friends here and there to whom they took the matter, but the question of a matter of close fellowship in which a real oneness of heart and witness of spirit was given. It was not that certain friends said, "Yes" and certain other friends said, "No".
S.A. They were elders of the church who were ministering to the Lord in a definite way.
Chapter 5 - The Whole Armour of God
Reading: Ephesians 6:10-19.
Now I want to spend a moment linking up with chapter three at its last point, because we are in the same thing all the way through.
We were speaking about position and power and we took the two passages at the commencement of this Ephesians letter, the one from chapter 1:20 which speaks of the Lord having been raised to the right hand of God, "far above all principalities and powers and rule and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but in that which is to come", and then Ephesians 2:6, "and hath made us to sit in the heavenlies in Christ".
We followed the stages of our Lord's life which have a spiritual meaning for us, each of which in its spiritual meaning and good, has to be appropriated by a definite act of faith. We went through the seven stages, and then we came especially to this one: His exaltation at the right hand of God in the place of power and honour; a position to be appropriated by us in faith, for He has made us to sit in the heavenlies in Christ. We are there in the mind of God, in the thought of God, in the will of God. But it is not a thing to which we come automatically. It is a position to which we come by a definite transaction of faith, to take the God-appointed position in Christ in that place of power. We can never do that effectually with its right consequences until we have taken all the other steps in the same way, by a definite act of faith.
Those other steps are spiritual: our death union with Christ by faith, our burial union with Christ by faith, and our resurrection union with Christ by faith. These are great spiritual realities with wonderful spiritual meaning - the death which destroys him that had the power of death. The death which forever settles the sin question and rules that out. The burial which puts the old creation right away from the sight and the remembrance of God so that never again, when we have taken position in Christ after death and burial union, does God see us as sinners. He sees us in Christ as righteous; not bad, but good. And it is something to appropriate by faith, these stages of spiritual content and meaning. And then the resurrection union which brings in a new life altogether, a life which is not subject to death, cannot be touched of death, a life which is beyond the power of death; it is something altogether out of his range.
And then ascension exaltation union with the Lord is this thing with which we are occupied: coming up into the throne, again to be appropriated, apprehended by faith, which puts us out of this world system into a new place because the Lord Jesus as Man puts man into a new place. It is man occupying a new place. If we do not see that, we do not see any real fulness of meaning in the incarnation of the Lord Jesus. It is man coming right through the whole course of this redemption work of God until God gets man outside of this awful system, outside of this authority of darkness, at His own side; Man after His own heart right at His own side and His Man, the God-man, the Son of God. He, the Man at the right hand of God, is man there in representation and He is bringing many sons to that glory, to that position, to bring us there; and His idea is to have man in that heavenly position. Now by faith we take that position and apprehend that which is in Christ: God's reality concerning us when we do take that faith position. The point at the moment is that these stages, one by one, have to be apprehended by faith, and God makes them good to us or brings us into the good of them as we apprehend them by faith - what is in Christ as ours and everything that is included in the position.
Now then, we have come by a definite act of faith's apprehension of that position of ours in Christ, to our definite place spiritually in Christ, "seated together with Him in the heavenlies". When we get there, we find everything changes. As we have said earlier, everything changes when we get spiritually to that position. Our consciousness changes, we have noticed. We have another spiritual consciousness and the main feature of that changed spiritual consciousness is now meeting spiritual forces, that our wrestling is not with mere flesh and blood, that it is not merely the tangible things, the manifest things, the sentient things of the earth that we are meeting as our difficulties, but we are conscious now that we are meeting spiritual elements, spiritual factors, spiritual forces though they may be working through things seen, things here. There is something else, there is something more than the things seen here and handled; you come up against naked spiritual forces without a man or woman on the scene. You are conscious of a new set of conditions, of being now in a realm of spiritual forces - it is a new consciousness. Our wrestling now is not with mere flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers and so on, according to the Word of God.
What is the objective of this conflict from the side of the enemy? It is to deprive us of our throne position; to get us down from that position that is the object, that is God's purpose, God's end, that is the fixed goal of the church which is Christ's Body - and now from the enemy's side, all his efforts of every kind are directed to prevent, to frustrate, to nullify that purpose of God, and to bring us out if he cannot keep us out, to bring us out of our throne position in the Lord Jesus. You see, it is the throne position that is in view all the time. Now, not only do we become possessed of a new consciousness because everything changes in this realm, but the enemy's tactics all change when you get there. You get an entirely new set of tactics in the heavenlies from what you get on the earthlies. I mean this, that the believer who has not come to the heavenly position by faith, who is in those elementary stages of the Christian life, meets one set of difficulties, temptations, trials, but the believer who comes to the heavenly position meets another side. The tactics of the enemy change simply because it is no use using the old tactics with a believer who has got up there. It is no use the enemy coming to you and me and offering us some worldly attraction. He could not get us on that line - some bit of worldly pleasure, some offer of worldly goods - and the young believer is very often tempted along that line. The young Christian finds very often the battle is in that realm. And there are other things, most of us remember where our difficulties were when we were only just saved. The trouble we had with Romans 7 for instance! We did wrong when we did not want to, and so on.
I remember the very first weeks of my Christian life and Romans 7 was an awful trouble to me. But these are the measles of spiritual infancy, children; the enemy no longer troubles you along those lines. When you get up into the heavenlies he changes his tactics and the thing now becomes far deeper. He does not come along the line of open invitation and open temptation. He covers his steps, he comes now robed as an angel of light, he comes now along the line of very subtle presentation of evil dressed up as truth, and much more which we shall see as we go on. But the point is that here you come into an entirely new realm, a new kind of thing; everything changes when you get into the heavenlies as to the enemy's tactics. Here the word which governs his tactics is the word "wiles", that is the word here in Ephesians: the wiles of the devil. How are we going to meet these tactics? We shall see more of what they are as we come to see the means of meeting them.
We go on with this whole armour of God and as we see what the armour is, we shall see what it is for, what it is against, but we want to recognise first of all, that this represents a position arrived at. Now I have initially in my mind an Old Testament illustration of this New Testament position.
You remember in Exodus 17 the people came to the place of the open fountain, the breaking forth of the water, the gushing of the water of life and they drank fully of that water which was life to them and brought them into a living place. Now that represents the receiving of the Spirit, the receiving of the Holy Spirit. We know what the Lord said about the Holy Spirit as "rivers of living water", but receiving of the Holy Spirit is typified in Exodus 17 in these gushing waters. What happened immediately after was that Amalek came out and fought with Israel. Israel did not fight Amalek, but Amalek took the initiative and fought with Israel. Ephesians 6 follows Ephesians 5. Ephesians 5 has at the heart of it this: "Be filled with the Spirit." And Ephesians 6 brings you to where this conflict comes into position and that is always the order. When the Lord Jesus came up out of the Jordan the heavens opened to Him and the Spirit lighted upon Him. He received the Spirit. The next thing was conflict - the enemy met Him.
Now, there are two ways of looking at that, or two sides to that principle. One is this: that you have come into a heavenly position where the Holy Spirit becomes the one and only governing, dominating reality and power in your life (and you will never have a heavenly position if there is any other ruling power in your life) it is that the Holy Spirit is now sovereign in the life and church. When you have come there, where the Holy Spirit becomes the dominating factor in life, immediately the enemy comes out, he takes the initiative. You know it quite well in experience, that when you have taken a position by faith which implies that, it is not long before you are assailed. You who bear your testimony with the Lord Jesus in death, burial, resurrection and spiritual union in the heavenlies, by baptism, how many of you have been that way and not met the enemy very soon after? And if the thing is really a spiritual testimony, if it is entered into intelligently with a particular apprehension of its spiritual meaning, I think we could say invariably there is a conflict before long, a time of intense withstanding, an effort made to throw you down from the place that you have taken.
There is that, but there is the other way to look at it, beloved. The Holy Spirit is given for conflict. While the Holy Spirit given may be the occasion of the conflict, the Holy Spirit in the goodness of God is given for the conflict and is the guarantee of the triumph because He is the Spirit of the triumphant Man, Christ Jesus. So that while there is the side which may seem more gloomy, there is the other side of assurance, that we are not going to have to meet the enemy in the heavenlies out of our own resources. The Lord in us, the Spirit, is going to meet that position of the enemy. So you come to Ephesians 6 through Ephesians 5, "Be filled with the Spirit" and then into the conflict.
Moses said to Joshua in Exodus 17, "Choose us out men to go against Amalek" (v.9). The implication spiritually is that this represents a company of elect ones, chosen ones, "chosen in Him"; that is Ephesians, elect ones who are going into the battle in the Lord's Name to cleave a way through for the rest. We have always maintained this position, and I think we ought to keep it in mind, that at the moment (not immediately in line with our consideration) that is what the Lord is seeking; a company of overcomers to cleave a way through for the others. That this is a relative work. They are not the only ones who are going through, they are going to break through for others and others will follow by the way that they have broken through. Moses said "Choose us out men" and they clave a way through Amalek for the rest to follow. That is the position here. That is the first thing; not how we are going to meet the forces of evil in the energy of the Holy Spirit. Before ever you can approach the other means of triumphant warfare, you have got to recognise the absolute necessity for being filled with the Spirit, and it is a tremendously important thing.
You remember that Paul had to deal with one whom he called "a child of the devil". It says he was filled with the Spirit. "And Paul, filled with the Spirit said...". When you have to deal with a child of the devil you need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You cannot go against principalities and powers and the rest of that host unless you are filled with the Spirit. And we ought to remember that every time we enter into spiritual conflict, if ever we take the aggressive, or even a triumphant stand on any position taken, to stand therefore and hold ground, it can only be in the mighty energy of the Holy Spirit. And we must seek the Lord in the conflict whether in the aggressive or standing; we need to be filled with the Spirit, and we must ask Him for that filling of the Spirit for this conflict. That is basic to everything else. It is not that we get down on our knees and try to hammer at demons or principalities and powers, and hurl phrases at them, even Scripture. It is not the loudness of our voice, or the kind of phraseology we use. It is first of all being filled with the Spirit, doing it in the Holy Spirit. "Be filled with the Spirit." Let us recognise the necessity for that, the primary importance of that, and always keep that in view.
We need to be filled every time. Every time the enemy rises up, to successfully meet him we need to be filled with the Spirit. It must be so. Well then, when that is so, we come onto the other provisions that the Lord has made for this warfare, and we come to this that is called, "the whole armour of God". The phrase is a good one: the whole armour of God. It is what God has provided for us, what God has secured for us and provided for us. God Himself has procured for us this armour and placed it at our disposal. In that alone is contained something very magnificent. When you think of the spiritual realities lying behind this thing of breastplate and helmet and so on, you think of what they stand for; that is, spiritually. The helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness - God has secured those things for us and God has put those things at our disposal. Well, the whole armour of God. In another place the apostle speaks of it as the armour of light. That carries its own significance. We will not stay with it now, you can look it up yourself, but here it is "the whole armour of God".
Now we shall not get very far with this armour, but we might look at one or two, if possible, of these provisions. We may not take them in the order in which they occur here, but I think we might take the first one.
The Girdle of Truth
"Having girded your loins with truth" (v.14). The girdle of truth is a symbol of strength. It is that which carries great responsibility, it holds other things together, it carries the weight of weapons. It in itself has to be the very embodiment of strength, and the Apostle speaks of the loins being girt with truth. Peter speaks like this, "Gird up the loins of your mind." We have to get away from the physical, from the merely metaphorical, to the spiritual. What are the spiritual loins? The loins of your mind - "Gird up the loins of your mind." "Having girded your loins with truth." It is the same Holy Spirit who speaks through Paul, as Peter. The mind of the believer is to be in the strength of truth to be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Now, truth here does not mean systematised doctrine merely, it does not mean a whole system of teaching which is called "the truth". It may have some connection with that, but it is the truth about God, the truth about the things of God, the truth about the Lord Jesus, the truth about the Lord's people, the truth about one another.
The Mind
If the enemy can get into the mind something which is not the truth, he has undermined the strength of the whole position. If he can get a lie in, if he can get a half-truth in, if he can wrap up in a very great deal of pious platitude something that is not absolutely true, if he can get anything false into the mind, it is not long before the position of the throne is lost. Position and power of the heavenly position is destroyed along that line. The primary strength of the believer against the enemy is that he is absolutely girded in his mind with truth.
Now, I said a little while ago that when touching the weapons or the armour piece by piece, you begin to see the nature of the changed tactics of the enemy. Here you find Satan masking himself and what he is after is to get at the will of the believer. Do not forget that is the citadel: the will of the believer. Once he can get his way into the will, capture the will, get the will on his side, acting in his favour, he has captured the citadel and the battle is his. How will he do it? He will seek to get at the will first of all through the conscience, for nothing will carry the will more effectively than the conscience. How will he get the conscience? Through the reason. How will he get the reason? Through the semi-truth, partial knowledge. He will give you something that is truth as far as it goes, but it is only half-truth.
Now, I do not want to get you into the realm of abstractions, but I take it that most of you have had enough experience to recognise the truth of what I am saying, that great disasters which have occurred in the church, in the Body of Christ to destroy its fighting force, to divide it so that it does not stand as a great whole against the enemy, and every dividing of the Lord's people is in the enemy's mind to destroy the fighting force, to rob it of its power, to take from him the heavenlies. And is it not true that most of the successes of the enemy in dividing, in splitting up and in setting believers over against believers and so weakening the fighting force by scattering - these things have been brought about not by an absolute lie, but by a half-truth. The thing was right, up to a point. But beyond that point it was a lie. There was something in it that, well, you could not get away from, but it was not enough, the rest of it was a lie. It was only true up to a point, but he has got in his lie by putting his finger upon just that little bit which was so obviously wrong; everybody would agree that that was not right, but he has a lie on top of that, has pushed that thing a long way beyond what is the truth. He got that into the reason and it became a sort of complication in the mind, and the reason played upon it and the mind worked upon it until it was added to and until the lie blotted out everything else.
And what is the next thing? That through that reason captured, conscience is carried; and so, conscientiously you have to act according to your reason. You must take a certain course because you have come to certain conclusions which are absolutely patent. Reason has been captured by seventy-five percent lie and twenty-five percent truth. Reason has captured conscience and when the conscience is captured, of course the will is captured. You act according to your conscience, you see, your volition agreed to your conscience. That is a wile of the devil getting right through to the citadel by this wile. First of all introducing a half-truth or a part truth and making believe that it is wholly the truth. You will have it, if you have not had it, you come into the realm of the Lord's highest interests and sooner or later you will come into a place like that, and the thing is to get right down and say, "How much of this is true and how much is a lie?" And it is only as you are girded in the loins of your mind with truth that you will be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. You see how his tactics change, how deeply laid are his plots. And then when you have got to that position where the reason is allied to the conscience, and the conscience to the will, and you have acted volitionally, your will has gone over on that side of your conscience, there is set up such a beautiful state of things, a state of mimic virtue - of love and gentleness and sense of justice and fair reasoning, and sanctimoniousness and pride of humility. The grace-pride of humility. These are the deep things of Satan. Very often a deceived one regards himself as the most open, sincere, honest and humble one walking the earth - a false virtue.
How are you going to meet it? Having girded your loins with truth. I suggest to you that it is always a wholesome thing to follow your reason out to its logical conclusion. Sit down with the suggestion that is put into your mind if it gets in - we will learn by bitter experience that it is as well to shut the head to suggestions and immediately they begin to come say, 'I am having none of that.' It is a good thing to sit down with anything like that that gets into your mind and follow it out to its logical conclusion. Where will that lead to if I follow it out? Where is it going to take me? Supposing you get injected into your mind something about another child of God, not to their good, but to their detriment; a question about them. It looks like the truth, yes, there is a good deal to justify and verify it. Are you going to take it on because it looks so true? And come to swift conclusions that all the evidences bear it out? I suggest that you sit down and allow that suggestion to carry you through to its ultimate conclusion. What is going to be the result finally? If that is followed through, there is going to be a serious breach that is going to be a most serious situation that is set up, and if these are going to be the consequences, does it not require that before I follow out that thing, I make sure that there is not another side to this? Can that be justified? Is it true right up to the hilt or is it only partly true and there is another part which can be set over against it? That is a good thing to do. If you are in real practical business it is a good thing to do, follow out these suggestions to their logical conclusion and see where they are going to lead. It is practical. I often have to do it. Certain things are intimated to me in some way or other which affects others and my relationship to others, and I have to get down before the Lord and say, "Where will that lead to? That will inevitably lead to this, and I am not prepared for that, that will not be for Your glory, that will be to the injury of the Body of Christ, there can be nothing but disillusion and shame out of that..." therefore I put it back and do not take it on. That is shutting your head to something that is quite right! But I take risks along that line. It is better to take risks than get into a state of unnecessary unlove. But there are some things which it would be quite easy to accept, which would lead to most disastrous consequences in the Lord's interests, which we have to definitely refuse to accept. But when all is said and done, there is another way and that is with every opening day and every closing day, and constantly at all seasons and every season, praying that the Lord will keep us girt with truth, the loins of our minds girt with truth.
Start the day with, "Lord, today do not let anything that is false and wrong and not according to the truth gain access, get in; do not let any of those wiles of the devil by which, with a false show of truth, he would seek to destroy the fellowship of God's people and the fighting force of a combined front. Do not let anything like that get a lodgement; keep it out". Gird up the loins of the mind with truth. That is very important. If the Lord's people would follow a line of this kind it would save a very great deal and it would deprive the enemy of much of his success. We do not take these matters seriously enough, and we cannot get away from the fact that these things are happening.
What I have said has only been in one direction. There are many other directions in which this same principle may be applied as to the truth. There is, for instance, the girding of the loins of our mind with the truth of God as in the Word of God. It is a very important thing therefore, to know the Word of God because it is the Word of truth, it is the Word and the revelation of truth. And to be girded with the knowledge of the truth on all these matters as contained in God's word, the revelation of God's mind, to be girt with that is to be in a very strong, protective and defensive position. So many of the Lord's children are overthrown and defeated because they do not know how to meet the enemy with the facts. Was it not a great thing for Martin Luther to have that one little bit of truth, when the enemy wrote on the wall that whole file of accusations against him, that Luther knew: "The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanses us from all sin", and he could hurl that against all the accusations of the accuser. He was girt with truth and he won. We need to be girt with the whole truth, to meet the enemy on every point at which he tries to break in.
Truth is a strong thing, beloved. You cannot get past the truth. The Lord Jesus is revealed finally in glory as, "The Faithful and True Witness". That is the place of power for Him. The place of power is for us to be girt with truth. I only suggest these things to you as principles, as laws of spiritual life. I would not claim for a moment to have reached the point where I am anywhere near perfection on this matter, but I do see the working value of it, and up to a point have proved the value of it. And here we are in this heavenly realm where things are so subtle, where we get things so much like the Divine you know. You can get visions and you can get voices, and you can get mysterious impressions, and you can get what looks like a wonderful revelation unveiling up there - all these things are possible from the enemy - the consequences of them are sometimes most disastrous. They lead people off in their own visions and they detach themselves from everybody else; that is proof that it is wrong. They hear voices and because they hear voices they have gone somewhere beyond everybody else, and you find they are a law unto themselves. You fall into these things unless you have the whole armour of God.
We are in a realm of very many evil possibilities when we come into the heavenlies, but blessed be God, He has provided for that position, He has provided for a peculiar situation and what we have to do is not to be constantly fretted and worried about the enemy, but to take God's provision. If I, at the beginning of the day, stand in God's provision and say, "I do for today, by faith, definitely take this girdle of truth, You provided it; this breastplate of righteousness and what You mean by it; and this helmet of salvation; and this big shield of faith. I take in faith all these things, appropriate, stand in them, and count on You to make over to me the good of Your own provision" if we do this, then in the hour of the testing and ordeal, we turn and say, "It all looks so right and so true, but I must not take it until I have come to You about it, and again appropriating Your provision to protect me from anything of the devil. It looks like truth, a Divine revelation, but is the enemy trying to deceive me and bring about trouble, disaster? I take Your provision and stand to be protected from the enemy in this". The Lord will see to it that we do come into the good of that. It is a practical business and here in this world no one would think of going into a war against a wily and well-trained and long-experienced foe without definitely knowing something about their weapons, and taking them with them. And should we do less in a warfare of this kind? It is not the warfare of our salvation; that is not the point. We are not in Romans now; we are not there where the whole business of our salvation is in view. This is the heavenly vocation of the church; this is the ultimate purpose of God which is, (shall I say) at stake. These are the eternal counsels of God which are being wrought out. It is vocational. It is not just something imposed upon us. It is the privilege of being together with God in the outworking of the ultimate things in His plan.
Now, in this thing we must be businesslike. We must make a business of it. Soldiering is not a sport, not a sort of thing that you can play at in wartime. It is a grim business and first of all you have to know the value of your weapons, and you have to use those weapons. And then when you have got to know the value of them and how to use them, you have to take them; not leave them behind as if they did not matter. If it is so down here in this much-less business, how much more ought it to be so in this eternal business that we know what our weapons are, the value of those weapons, how to use those weapons, and that we definitely take them and do not go out without them.
And this first girding of truth, the strength of the truth, the strength of truth as truth, and the strength of the truth as the truth - and let me remind you that it is the truth as it is in Jesus; I could not understand that phrase, but I see something now in that of great value. It is not as it is in me, or in someone else, it is not the truth as it is in my brother, or in any company of believers, it is the truth as it is in Jesus; that is, in Him the thing is absolute and settled. The truth of my perfection is not true in me, it is true in Him; of absolute victory, it is not true in me, but in Him. The truth of being really in the heavenlies, is not in me, but in Him. I am in the heavenlies in Christ; everything is true in Him, and I have it in Him when I have not got it in myself. And the enemy comes along and says, "You are not much of a specimen you know, you call yourself an overcomer!" But it is true in Him, I have overcome in Him. It is the truth as it is in Jesus, not as it is in me. And when you take that position, you are cutting the ground from the enemy.
If you are looking to find this true in yourself, you will find discouragement, but when you hold on to your position as it is in Christ, that it is the truth as it is in Him, you are in a strong position. That is the strength of the truth as it is in Him.
Chapter 6 - A Heavenly Vocation
Reading: Ephesians 1:20; 2:6.
What we have especially in view is the heavenly position as a place of power over all the power of the enemy, that this position of the beginning of the Ephesians letter issues in the heavenly conflict which is at the close of the letter, so that it is the heavenly life, vocation, and warfare of the church, the Body of Christ.
Now, we said that when we reached that position by faith's apprehension, everything changes. And we have seen that all our spiritual consciousness changes, we have a new consciousness, another consciousness of being now up against spiritual forces rather than merely up against flesh and blood, with what that means of the merely earthly forces against the Lord. Heavenly forces, forces in the heavenlies are now our consciousness, and we see that the tactics of the enemy change when we come to this position of greater maturity. We leave behind those tactics of the enemy, or he drops those tactics of his which belong to the elementary phases of our Christian life, where he tries to get us altogether into his own power and realm by the ordinary lines of trial and temptation, offering us earthly pleasures and what not. These are no longer of any avail when we have progressed to the place of the heavenly position, and he changes his tactics. It is not merely now a matter of the human depravity state of things that trouble us, but things become very much more subtle and take on other forms. We covered that ground fairly extensively in the previous chapter; we will not go over it again.
There is another thing that comes in as a part of this change which takes place when we by faith reach our heavenly position, and that is the realisation that we are out of this world system. We are no longer in the world system or a part of it, and that means that we become aware that we cannot, and we dare not touch it, and this forms another part, another phase of the enemy's activity to in some way get a contact between us and some phase or point of this world system, spiritually.
When I speak of this world system I am not speaking about our necessary employments in the world. We have to go into the world and be in its order of things in the commercial life and other vocations; we are there in the world system industrially, professionally and so on, but that is not what I mean. I am speaking of spiritual alliances with this world system. And when the principles, the methods of this world are in any way adopted or taken over by the truly spiritual and have a place in their spiritual life or activity, an alliance has been made which is all to the good of the enemy and to the undoing of the believer and the church.
Now, if you have a Christian life which is on the first level of doing something for the Lord here in this world, you may adopt methods and means which, while they are not accepted by the Lord, do not very greatly interfere with that level of activity. You may adopt the advertising methods of the world for Christian work, the money appeal methods of the world for Christian work, and the entertainment methods. You may adopt many of those means and methods of the world system. You may not be altogether without apparent blessing and perhaps a little blessing on that level as far as things go there; the thing is not altogether barren, but as you move on with the Lord in spirit and climb higher, you discover that you have to leave those things behind and that the greater measure of real spiritual effectiveness and Divine blessing only comes as you do leave them behind. And when you have come to a really full apprehension of your heavenly position in Christ in union with Him in the throne, you have come to the place of utterness with regard to emancipation and separation from everything of this world system in spiritual activity and consideration. And your throne position and your throne power depends entirely upon your keeping clean from anything of this world system as being brought into your methods of work and your system of spiritual life. You have come into a new place, a new position, and that position is going to be the test of everything. It is going to test us; we are going to be tested by our new place.
Now let me say again that one of the enemy's tactics here is in some way to get the Lord's servant to make an alliance with earthly, worldly methods, with the world system in Christian activity in order to spoil the pre-eminent element in that service, which is not merely work for the Lord on the earth, getting something done here, but which is work for the Lord in the unseen.
I suppose most of us have come to recognise the difference between that, that there is a work in the seen which is a work of the Lord, but there is a far bigger work going on which is altogether in the unseen, the work which is among principalities and powers and world-rulers behind that which is seen and heard and handled. It is there that the main testimony of the Lord is at stake. It is there. And when you come to that ultimate realm of the testimony, then you have to be so utterly free from anything of this world system.
Let us put it this way again to make it more simple; the two things, of course, go together. The disciples on one occasion came up against a situation in which the enemy was involved which altogether defeated them. They could not deal with it. It was just a test of being not against flesh and blood, but principalities and powers. And when they asked the Lord why it was they could not cast him out, the Lord put His finger upon this, that there is a realm in which you have got to live to deal with a situation like this which is not the ordinary level of professional Christian ministry. You see, we can never in that realm come along on our professional lines and begin to deal with matters. I hope I do not misjudge the disciples, but I try to get into the heart of the situation. Where they broke down is this. They said in effect, "We are disciples of Jesus, we have been chosen and brought into company with Him and we are therefore His professional men to deal with things." It was purely on a professional basis of being ministers - if you like, clergymen or something like that - and they were acting as a class of men to do the Lord's work. To be a servant of the Lord, to be a Christian worker may be alright on certain levels of organising Christian activity, running Christian enterprises and seeing things done on that level, but you want something more than being a mere ordained minister to touch principalities and powers back of the situation. You must live in another realm for that, and come into the heavenlies for, "this kind goes not out but by prayer and fasting". You are out of the world system when you deal with that.
I am illustrating the principle that it is in the unseen that the main issues are fought out; behind the situation that the testimony mainly is at stake. It is not what we can do in running things for the Lord on the earth, organising Christian work and movements, but it is the impact of the throne of the Lord Jesus upon spiritual forces back of men and things that count most. That is the real testimony. We have said that many hundreds of times, but it is necessary for us to stress that. So that what the enemy is after is to destroy that ultimate, supreme, pre-eminent factor which is the impact of the throne and he can do that if he can make a spiritual alliance between us and anything in this world system, and he will try to make that alliance by any means that he can. He will try by sheer pressure of circumstances. Today we are seeing a wholesale collapse along that line. We could put our fingers today upon just a whole lot of instances where that has been done. There are instruments in the way of, shall we call them "faith missions", raised up of God, who had a spiritual testimony and have been used of the Lord, but today financial straits, the world state of things, is pressing in so tremendously that the alternatives for them are either coming into a new spiritual position to get above that and recognise that God has every penny necessary for His own work and can provide for it, or dropping onto a lower level and making appeals and adopting worldly methods of getting resources. We are seeing today a collapse because of this terrific pressure that has been brought in: the enemy driving down the saints by this pressure, jeopardising and threatening the destruction of the whole work.
Last week I was sitting in a council a whole day and they said, "These methods are alright for New Testament times, but we are in a different time." I repudiate that with all my being. The Lord can look after His own work without us making any alliance whatever. If the enemy can do that, he has robbed of a testimony. I have come to the conclusion quite definitely, that I draw right out of the whole thing rather than drop down onto that old level of having to try and maintain God's work by worldly means. But notice the subtlety of the enemy over this thing: the bringing in of reason and sentimentalities as well as pressure, and sometimes taking hold of an unwary member and causing them to unconsciously involve you in something and you find you have been led into something which is not God's way; you have been drawn out. He is out to make some kind of spiritual alliance with his own world system by which he can destroy the testimony and bring out from that throne position of authority. One of the necessary methods of exercising, or getting into place to exercise throne authority over the enemy, is to walk round and see if there is an alliance with anything of the enemy. Where is there a contact that weakens any action of any kind spiritually, that gives the enemy his advantage? That has to be discovered, dragged out and cut off so that we stand in a clear spiritual position with the Lord in the heavenlies, free from contact with the system which gives the enemy an opening.
Policy and Diplomacy
We have come into a new position outside of this world system and there can be no mixture. There we dare not take into account such things as policy. What a subtle word that is, policy. What is policy? It is a terrible snare. We must not consider how many (Christian) people's favour we would retain if only we allowed certain considerations. That is not the question. The question is not, if only I take a certain line I shall retain the favour of a whole lot of Christian people and their good will. That is not what I have to decide upon, that is not the realm in which the position is to be met; that is policy. The realm in which my position is to be is: what does the Lord want, and if the Lord wants this I must run the risk of misunderstanding. I use that to illustrate what I mean by policy. It works in many other directions, but it is a subtle thing and you cannot entertain a thought of policy in this realm.
Diplomacy is very often, more often than not, compromise; and compromise is always weakness and the enemy has great delight in getting people compromised. Sit down and weigh these words and you find how true that is. No policy, no diplomacy, and there is another word: expediency. So often the Lord's people under pressure are driven to expediency, and expediency gets them off a powerful, clear ground. Beware of expediency. These are "creeping things". These are things that creep in and do a lot of mischief and get you out of your position.
These various means and methods are often adopted by the Lord's people to try and bring success to the Lord's work, or to save it from disaster. You may save a thing on the face of it, keep public favour and good will, but if you have lost your spiritual power, you have not gained anything - you have lost. You may maintain a thing, big before the eyes of men, that looks like success, but if you maintain it thus at the cost of its essential spiritual testimony among principalities and powers, the enemy is laughing at that thing as having lost its soul.
It is not a thing we have to seek to maintain, it is a spiritual power behind things that has got to be maintained.
Now we come into that realm in the heavenlies where we are out of this world system and we dare not touch it at any point, and where the enemy is out by hook or by crook to pull us out of our throne position and get us somewhere down where that power is lost. The Lord would speak to us, if we would listen to Him, and say in our hearts in that voice not always put into words, but into a touch, into a spiritual consciousness, "Be careful; watch there, there is a snare there". If only we would keep in that touch with the Lord and look after the prayer side of things in this warfare, then we could not be overtaken by the wiles of the devil, but be able to withstand and be saved from those compromising things which destroy our power because they pull us out of our position.
Now, this place with the Lord in the throne is the all-important thing. And it is the ultimate thing for which the cross of our Lord Jesus has been wrought out in its full content. The cross of Calvary is not just to save us from sin, but has in all its other aspects the one final objective of bringing us to the throne. And that is a common place among us, but we must realise that as the cross does save us from sin, the cross is the means of effecting every other bit until we get to the throne, and it is by the cross that we both come to and maintain our position in the throne. It means that the cross has got to operate continually against those things which would involve us.
The Cross
The cross is our way out to the heavenlies. Some years ago we illustrated this. It might help if I just use it. It is a simple thing, more for children. The far above realm of heavens; the lower heavenlies in which the enemy has his seat, principalities and powers and world-rulers of this darkness. They are not in the far above all heavens where the Lord Jesus is, they are in the lower heavens. This is the prince of the power of the air, within that is the kingdom of man. John says, "And we know we are out from God and we know the whole world, the whole cosmos lies in the evil one", and the force of the Greek there is very forcible, "and we all know..." And we well know that is the force of it, that the whole cosmos lies in the evil one.
There the kingdom of man, or men, is encircled by the kingdom of darkness, closed in; the prince of the power of the air has trained a spiritual curtain right round the cosmos, it is a shut-in world so far as the powers of darkness are concerned, we are familiar with his titles. And of course within the kingdom of men is the kingdom of man: spirit, soul and body. He is within the kingdom of men, and then as in the kingdom of men he is within, shut in the kingdom of darkness. How is he going to get out? Just like this. The Lord Jesus came into the kingdom of men, and into the kingdom of man, and within the kingdom of darkness. He became man: spirit, soul and body, and came right into the kingdom of man, this realm of darkness where Satan had his power. And the Lord never contradicted the enemy when he said in Luke 4 that the kingdoms of this world were given to him (Luke 4:6), and the Lord did not deny that and say, "they are not yours to give". His silence meant, maybe, "they are yours now, but I will have them before long though, wait a bit, I will get them without worshipping you". That is the effect of His silence. Well, He came right in, He went to the cross, and it was as though this kingdom of darkness closed on Him, indirectly through man, and directly as the forces of darkness, but the issue was this: that cross, right there at the centre of things, became an open way, right through the powers of darkness, right through to the heavenlies, and has remained the open way out.
The whole of those encircling were cleft through His cross, He stripped off principalities and powers and made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in His cross. By His cross He triumphed and cleft a way through, and that is the only way out of the kingdom of darkness, out of the authority of darkness, but it is the abiding way. But do not get a merely mental picture of that as a kind of literal, geographical way. Remember it is the application of a spiritual principle, that if you are going to escape from this spiritual encircling, this imprisonment in this world system, it is by the application of the cross to everything that belongs to that system and to those powers of darkness. And you come by faith's apprehension by the way of the cross: death, burial, resurrection, ascension and heavenly union to your place in Christ spiritually in the heavenlies, and you maintain your position there by continually applying the cross. "They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh", against the world, "God forbid, that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ by which the world is crucified to me and I unto the world." And the cross as against the flesh and the world was also against the enemy himself. It has got to be applied. The cross is against the enemy and all that is included in the cross.
There is the blood of His cross which specifically deals with the question of sin and holiness.
The Blood
We must recognise that the matter of the blood is primarily concerned with the sin and holiness question, to deal with the ground of judgment and therefore the ground of death, which is sin, and to make way for life which has triumphed over death and over judgment. And therefore you see Revelation 12:11 is the blood as pre-eminently bringing victory over the accuser of our brethren who is cast down - they overcame because of the blood. Accusation on the ground of the sin question is dealt with in the power of the blood and things only function in Life when the question of holiness has been established by the dealing with the whole question of sin.
When you come to the letter to the Hebrews you have a most remarkable statement which is very comprehensive in Hebrews 9, just this summing up of all that has been said there, "So that we see that under the old dispensation almost all things were cleansed by the blood." And it goes back and says that Moses sprinkled both the book and the people and all the vessels of the sanctuary. So we see that almost all things were cleansed by blood, and "without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins" - everything in that system - and "if the patterns of things in the heavens needed to be cleansed by the earthly sacrifices how much more the things themselves with better sacrifices than these", the blood of the Lord Jesus, the Lamb without spot and without blemish. It is a tremendous thing that even heavenly things have to be established in the power of active Life. That is the central thought. This is not mere technicality.
Coming back again for a moment: the whole of that system of the tabernacle, and the priesthood, and the law only became effective as the living thing, active, as the blood dealt with that ground of death and judgment, and set it aside. The thing was put into motion as an action, vital reality, having virtue by reason of the blood having been sprinkled upon every bit of it. You can have the whole of the tabernacle with every detail, all the priests, the whole system there, perfect to a detail as a system, but the thing is absolutely worthless until that blood has been shed and sprinkled to put away all the ground of death. And the ground of death and judgment is put away by the blood and makes way, therefore, for the Life to come in, and everything is set in motion, throbs with Life, immediately the blood is sprinkled. Even the Word can be dead until it is made alive for us by the precious blood. This does not mean to say the Word of God has sin in it. NO, but there is a relationship between us and the Word of God and for that Word to become a living thing to us, the ground of unholiness in us has got to be dealt with by the blood. The two things go together.
The Word of God is not something out there, that has to be active in our lives, but it never becomes active in our lives until the Lord has made us alive to the Word, and the Word to us, but it is only done through the cross. All the ministry and all the functions of priesthood are made living, vital, active, in virtue of that sprinkled blood, because things only live in the Life of God and before God in so far as they are holy.
Holiness
Holiness is the synonym of the ground of Divine Life, and the blood deals with that holiness matter so that things live. We know quite well that if unholiness comes into the presence of God there is judgment end death, but holiness means Life before Him and Life from Him. That is the blood touching everything. But we are speaking of the cross not as something as separate from the blood, but as having a specific application; not now to sin as a principle, but to fallen man as the active principle of sin. The flesh is put away by the cross, man is put away. And beloved, holiness is not in our flesh. We are made holy, we have the gift of holiness, of sanctification, but it is not in our flesh, not in our natural man.
Even after we are the Lord's, sanctified in Christ Jesus, there still may be unholiness in our minds, in our flesh, but there is holiness in us, there is that of God in us which is holy. In our renewed spirit there is that which is of God which is incorruptible, which is not in us by nature as natural men and women. It is there in the renewed man and it is there that God is dealing with us, and all His dealings with us are there primarily, and thus it is there that we have Life. The Life does not begin in this natural man at all.
The Spiritual and the Natural Man
The Life of God does not have its source in our body, or in our natural mind, or our soul life; the Life of God is in our renewed spirits because it is there the work of regeneration has been done in so far as this natural man overlaps the spiritual man. And there is an alliance made between the two, and the evil communications are set up, then the good manners are corrupted and death sets in. And these evil communications which corrupt good manners have to be broken in our natural life. We have got to be separated from ourselves, stand back miles from ourselves in spirit, and in this inner man we have to say to our other man which is always with us, "Yes, but I am having nothing to do with you. You want me to do this, but I have a leading from the Lord that I have not to do it". There is a conflict between my natural man and I have to say "No", and that is denying ourselves just as Peter denied his Lord and said "I do not know Him, I have nothing to do with Him, no relationship with Him" - so we have to say to our outer man the same.
In so far as we allow the natural man to influence the spiritual man - death ensues. It is so in experience. If our spiritual conduct is dictated by our natural desires it is not long before we are in a mess; or by our natural reason - we know the experience even if we have not been able to define it. But that is the truth. So that the cross has to be applied, while the blood has to be taken in its virtue to deal with the sin question, the cross has to be taken to deal with the instrument of sin; the flesh has to be cut off, put aside. Man by nature is set aside by the cross, man's sinful nature is dealt with by the blood. That is the way through by the application of the cross in every realm: spirit, soul and body, to the world, the kingdom of men, and then to the encompassing kingdom of darkness. By the application of the cross, our standing in the cross, we have a way out and a way up to our heavenly union with the Lord Jesus in the place of power and authority. But it is not enough to have got there, we have to stand there, and we can only maintain our position by keeping the cross applied to everything that comes up: our natural man realm, the world realm system spiritually, and the suggestions of the enemy and all his activities of which we spoke last night. The application of the cross to these maintains us in our heavenly position so that we triumph by the cross in that very practical way.
May I remind you that the position in the heavenlies in our throne fellowship with the Lord is one of active co-operation with the Lord in His purposes. He is there sharing His Father's throne at present. The present phase of things is that. He is not on His own throne, He is on the Father's throne with the Father; the time is coming when He will sit on His own throne. "I have overcome and sit with My Father in His throne", that is now. "When you overcome and that overcoming has been complete, I shall sit on My throne and you will sit with Me in My throne". He does NOT say, "To him that overcomes will I give to sit with Me in My Father's throne". No, He is sitting in the Father's throne waiting till His enemies are made the footstool of His feet. "Now we see not all things subject unto Him but we see Jesus crowned with glory". A time is coming when He will have His own throne. When? When the church with Him has overcome, but that "when" carries with it this: that the Lord Jesus coming to His own throne will be by the church's present co-operation with Him in subduing His enemies. What is true of the Lord Jesus has got to be true of the church so that they are one in this position of absolute authority. And the present course of things is this, that the completing of the work of Calvary demands the church's coming into the position in which Christ is, before Christ can have His throne. And so it is a co-operative work with the Lord Jesus now, to bring about the completion of the work of His cross over the enemy. Get this, it is tremendously important.
Illustrating it from the Old Testament, as we can in part, we remember the instance of Israel's battle with Amalek and Moses going up into the mountain, taking the exalted place, the heavenly place, and with rod in hand, the symbol of authority, he lifted his rod of authority in the heavenlies. And while that rod was held aloft the battle went in favour of the Lord and His people, but it was soon found that Moses could not maintain that position alone - that alone he was, so to speak, in only partial strength for seeing this thing right through, so that Aaron and Hur went up to him and held up his hands. Two of them; do not forget that two is the number of adequate testimony. And they put two great stones there, and stones or pillars are always the symbol of a testimony, and two is the number of adequate testimony. Now, Aaron and Hur held up the hands which held the rod and there was an adequate testimony which maintained authority; and the battle went right through to a successful issue. Carry that into the spiritual realm, and something like that is the position we are speaking of.
One is hesitant to carry the illustration in every detail, but I believe in principle it is quite sound. I mean, to speak of the Lord Jesus as being in weakness in the heavenlies might be wrongly looked at in a way, but there is this sense in which He is: He depends upon the church, upon the company coming up into the heavenlies spiritually and co-operating with Him in this conflict. And in so far as they fail Him, He is in partial weakness, so to speak, because that is the sovereign will of God. He is making intercession there, but His intercessions do not dispense with our intercession. Ephesians 6 is "with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit at all seasons for all saints". Now that supplication and prayer of the heavenly position of believers is taken up by the Lord Himself before the Father. His intercession is co-operative with ours, and ours with His, and His intercession does not make it unnecessary for us to pray. We cannot say, "You are doing all the praying so I need not do it." We would soon get into a place of defeat.
It is a blessed thing to see that there is another side to it, and say, "My praying at best comes short and I need You to fill it up and I am grateful that You are praying." The fact that other saints pray for us does not excuse us from praying for ourselves - the two things are one. His work up there demands our co-operation. We have to hold up the hands of our Lord. We have to come right under the rod of authority, to hold it up with the Lord. The Lord is working, but we are workers together with Him, and this rod of authority is made effective not only because the Lord Jesus is in the heavens, but because we come up there and co-operate with Him. And the enemy below realises the fact of that.
And things are governed from the heavenlies for the Lord's children. It is so easy to say that, and it is so familiar, but the cry in our hearts is that the Lord will get some of us to that place where the battle is swayed in the Lord's favour by this prayer co-operation in the Lord's Name - where others down in the fight are carried through in victory because there are those in the heavenlies ruling with Christ, ruling that situation.
That is what we mean by a heavenly vocation: changing the face of things from the heavenlies. That can be done now. That is all I feel I should say for the moment. May the Lord make it Life to our hearts.
Chapter 7 - Open Question & Answer Session 2
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Q. The sovereignty of our Lord. We have proclaimed a Saviour who can deliver men from sin and we have had our Christians in China. We have proclaimed Him as Lord of our life, but feel that there is something more than that as Sovereign Lord. What further message have we to give out in teaching to those who have come to know Him as Saviour and Deliverer?
A. G.P. In your message to the individual, would your gospel message have included anything concerning the background of the universe? That is to say, the Lordship of Christ is universal, and so far as the deliverance side is concerned, it is deliverance from bondage of principalities and powers. If our gospel message has been related to the Saviour from sin as some kind of impersonal thing, or Saviour from a state in which we are by nature, once we have come to the place of knowing we have been saved out of the state as a guilty sinner, we may still be without any conception at all of the background of the universe from which we still need to have an emancipation. If our message to the world brings before men the revelation that they are not only in a state of sinnership, they are defiled and need to be cleansed, but they are in the bondage of a power from which they need to be delivered as a matter of day to day experience, then you are getting into a much bigger realm, where the sovereignty of the Lord operates.
G.P. Once you touch the spiritual background of the universe you touch the ground over which the Lord's sovereignty, so far as deliverance is concerned, comes into expression. Souls have got to be delivered from the tyranny of the enemy. We must bring in the whole background of the sovereignty of the Lord in the universe, and the fact that the Father has seated Him at His own right hand far above all principalities and powers. All heavenly beings of light and darkness are subject to Him and we as saved ones are called to share that sovereignty with Him, to be with Him in the throne far above all created beings in the universe. So that the Lordship of Jesus Christ and its relation to the individual soul, the gospel we preach, is the gospel of the Sovereignty. The Lord Jesus did not come to save individuals from sin, but to deliver them and seat them in Himself in the very place in the throne far above those spiritual forces here on earth which in their sinful state had dominion over them. It is that when you bring in the fact of the Lord's transcendence of every other name in the universe, and we are called to share the power of that Name.
Q. It would be interesting to know how far you have been able to put that before them?
A. Very little indeed.
Q. In preaching the gospel to the individual in a land where evil spirits and idol worship is a current everyday thing among the people, is there a special opportunity for bringing home to the unsaved the real nature of the universe, that is, its spiritual background? And is there an opportunity for presenting a full gospel to such people, because they have an actual knowledge of the working of spiritual forces which we, in a country like this, do not have?
A. L.O. There is the opportunity, but we seldom get there. Missionaries are so occupied in clearing the ground. The people we speak to have no notion of a personal Creator. They generally recognise heaven and speak of heaven as if it is... well, they say we are the same as you, we worship heaven and earth. But there is an opportunity undoubtedly if the missionaries knew themselves. It is the same in India. There is so much open sin in the church itself.
Q. Where there are really true conversions in China, exceptional people, does not the Holy Spirit Himself bring the power of that truth into them?
A. In some cases. Sometimes Christian evangelists speak lightly of the idols, and would throw them about. This offends and terrifies the people. They have sought to point out that there is a satanic power behind the idol which they should not treat lightly. Some recognise that and they would not speak slightingly as if it was a little thing; they recognise they are up against the powers of darkness. A young Christian teacher who was born again, said, "I cannot explain it, but these things are so." And after some years in China, we found we were up against mysteries, the deep things of Satan. We thought they were idle tales, but they were true. Terrible things, awful things; this shows the power of Satan behind these things. We never say, "There is nothing to be afraid of", but we say that there is only shelter in the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus. One feels they need a fuller message and we have to know how to deliver it.
Q. Is it not possible to make that very fact, this spiritual realm of things, the point of approach? To start straightaway more particularly with those who have some intelligence in the unseen world - is it not that we should start with the sovereignty of Christ recognising and explaining to these folk the powers they are conscious of, the explanation of that as the satanic background? Then we can say we come to proclaim One who has dealt with that, and come to the personal side of salvation after.
A. We have done that in some instances.
Q. With what result?
A. L.O. We have had isolated instances. One woman, Satan oppressed, told others that we were there to tell her of One who has met all that, who is greater than Satan, and she said, "Who would not believe such good things as that? I am going home to tell my daughter-in-law; that will ease her sorrows and sooth her grief." That was years ago. We have not had many like that, it has been drudgery very often and seemed as if the ground was so hard, the seed would not go into it.
L.O. I was reading a pamphlet speaking of the experience of a missionary who went to those in darkness with the Sovereignty of the Lord Jesus, told of the One who had met all this, overthrown it, and had authority over it all. And then he turned and said, "That One is your Saviour" and brought in the message of the cross. The response was, "Is there someone who will be able to deliver me out of this awful fear?" On that ground he presented the message of redemption and got an entrance where for years he had worked and got no entrance. This was when they found One who could deliver them, who loved them, and that One was their Saviour.
P.W.F. This shows the necessity of the missionary being flexible enough in his conception of what his message is, to seek to meet the conscious need of the people. They are only conscious of the evil thing and while the missionaries are trying to teach them they are sinners, they are only conscious of the fear and dread they are in. If the Lord is presented in that way, as One able to deliver, personal redemption will follow that. They are not open to receive while their minds are beclouded and numbed by fear.
G.T. We must have that in mind. The Apostle went about preaching Jesus as Lord. When you hear from the Field that Christ has been upheld as Saviour and there has been failure because the Lordship has not been proclaimed, is it not a strategy of the devil's activity in having got the messengers of the gospel out of their throne position and their message has failed likewise? If they went in a throne position they would have gone with a throne message. The majority do not know their riches in Christ.
G.P. The best way to reach the unsaved world is by a quickening and re-establishing in the Lord's people of a true spiritual position. And this further point which we do well to take note of: the value of a messenger of the gospel to the Lord is in proportion to their own personal knowledge and experience of the throne life. The sending out of numbers of immature messengers is not service for the Lord at all; it might be to the contrary. Sending those who are preaching something not adequate, you have trouble upon trouble, and set up a sense of defeat instead of coming through victoriously.
L.O. Also, unless there is the full message of the exalted Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit cannot come through and give attestation. He cannot come through in full manifestation because of an inadequate message.
P.W.F. "He was not because Jesus was not yet glorified."
G.P. Link that up with the Word we have read just in passing; it is necessary to see the heavenly side of that. We can preach about Jesus being Lord, some lovely conception about it, but we need to get into the heavenly significance of His Lordship. We may have an earthly mind or idea about this.
P.W.F. It is standing before Him.
T.A.-S. It upsets a very great deal of that kind of talk which says, "Well, let us keep to the simplicities and let us not give young converts strong meat." There might be some truth there, but it upsets a very great deal. The whole question is how much should be given to an unsaved one, or to a young convert? How much should be given of the gospel? I think what we have been saying has brought out quite clearly that you should give them a full message and the full message is not outlining to them a system of things about principalities and powers. The full message is embodied in the absolute sovereignty and Lordship of the Lord Jesus and what that represents for us, so that when you go and proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, that is your gospel, that is your message; you are covering all the ground dealing with every realm.
L.O. So many of the missionaries have not understood about principalities and powers and have brought the people to a knowledge of Jesus as their Saviour and left them open to all those, and they are baffled and troubled. Dealing among Indians we are not up against the same idolatry and satanic fear in the same way as in Africa and China. One day whilst among the Indians one was brought face to face with this instance. One of the Indians came with a very bad cut in his hand and his bodily condition was awful, he had not seen water for some months. Enquired into the reason, his wife recently became the mother of a babe. A rule among the Indians was that if the father is seen running at all, or takes a bath, the baby would die. Now, some folks laugh at this, but if they knew that such things happened, they would not laugh. When the native takes a bath or runs, that thing happens and the child dies. We had to stand up against it. We dressed the native's hand and said, "When you come this evening I want to see you clean." For fear of losing his child he would not have the bath, but we had to be firm and made him take one, but realised that in taking that step we had to stand in the full victory of Calvary and plead the triumph of our Lord whom we were seeking to represent. And that child did not die. We were not able to present to the Indians the fulness of our message in that sense, but nevertheless the Lord brought it home to our hearts. The satanic power was operating through that superstition.
Q. Were you able to tell the Indian that you were appealing to your Lord in the matter?
A. L.O. No, the village was burnt down to the ground.
The thing for us to fix our hearts upon, and ask the Lord to teach us, is do we, each of us, know how to deal with such a case where there is a soul dominated by the power of the enemy along such intangible lines as that? It cannot be dealt with by merely urging him to do this, that, or the other. Do we know how to tackle a thing of that sort? That is the realm we are called to minister in. We need to come into the realm where we can deliver souls.
Bodakian: (A testimony) Last year at Slavanka we heard a message on the Lordship of the Lord Jesus and we went back in the good of it. A young convert had bad feelings that he would like to kill himself and take away the life of his wife. He was crying and confessing that he would not even kill a fly. He knew it was not himself; he felt pushed (by the enemy) and he came for help. He said, "I feel like taking something and throwing it at your head and yet I love you and would not do it." This was satanic power of course, and we took the matter and prayed with him and asked the Lord to deliver him. You see, this was received light and the occasion came to use it.
G.P. You were against principalities and powers and not against flesh and blood.
Bodakian: He had been to the spiritualists to get away from this and had got in the thick of it.
Q. What is the origin of voluntary thought?
A. G.P. What do you mean by voluntary?
Q. Those that come despite your setting your mind to resist them when one has claimed the full victory of the blood and is trusting the Lord.
A. G.P. What do you do with them when they come?
Q. How can you dismiss them?
A. G.P. By positive faith in the blood and asserting that you are in the good of His victory. In His Name we deliberately refuse anything that is not of Him. The helmet of salvation is provided in the armour for that very thing. The helmet is the protection for the head. In the Lord Jesus there is sufficient equipment for us for protection from the most malignant line of teaching. We need not go outside of the Lord to find a perfect covering, and the helmet of salvation relates to the protection of the head and the protecting of us from those thoughts from the evil one. As we take a positive position about the loins girt with truth, so we may take that attitude to have the helmet of salvation upon our heads. If touched by them despite our general attitude of looking to the Lord though, it should be finally sufficient for us in the Lord's Name to plead the protection of the blood against that of the enemy which has come in. But if it does not work, I suggest that somewhere we are not in the good of things.
P.W.F. Seeing there a condition of mind that makes that position, the apostle says, "Gird up the loins of your mind" and suggests an activity of mind, alertness of mind. People say, "You cannot help when you think." You can, your mind is your own. You should have control over your mind, and if the mind has become subject to voluntary thoughts over which there is no real control, it means that somehow the mind has got out of control, and we need to come to the Lord about that. There is an inactivity of the mind which we must guard against, "Set your mind upon the things which are above." If, in spite of that, there comes an injection of thought that persists against one's own choice, there is first the appeal to the Lord concerning it and the faith application of the precious blood. And then if that does not avail, there is another last line of action that one has sometimes had to take. That is, in faith to take this position which we have been talking about, in spirit, and rebuke that interfering spirit in the Name of the Lord. I have found that when everything else has failed that has met the case.
G.T. Positive instruction is good (Phil. 4:8) to keep our mind always occupied with the right things, the heavenly things. There are cases, because of hereditary reasons, in some cases a mind that is in itself uncontrolled and made sport of by the devil, things coming in uncontrolled by us. There is only one way of dealing with that, and that is by standing in the position the Lord has put us into in the heavenlies over these things, and claiming the full power of the triumph of the Lord over them and by that we shall come into the mind of Christ being in that position. That instruction in Philippians chapter 4 keeps our minds occupied with the right things.
G.P. Sometimes you have to just mention the blood and the thing disappears on the spot, but there needs to be the persistent refusal to take the thing on and even if it remains we use our faith by deliberately refusing to accept it and watch for the Lord to deliver us. The Lord allows this to strengthen our faith and teach us to stand.
Q. B.J. Concerning the sovereignty of the Lord, I feel that if we are in the throne and we preach the sovereignty of the Lord over every realm, men and women ought to come in absolute surrender to the message of the sovereignty? There ought to be more yielding. The gospel was given for the salvation of men and we ought to see more definite breaking on the part of men under the impact of the message of sovereignty.
A. G.P. There is some explanation - the church's ministry comes in along the line of intercession and not only the preaching of the Word, and the Lord's people should follow the Lord's messengers in adequate prayer. If the Lord gives the word, then that is not a thing that you can register as actual open accomplishment etc.
T.A.-S. I was reading the other day - it will answer that part of the question - an article by a servant of the Lord of great and long experience and he was asked to write his experiences, especially along the line of having been used by the Lord in leading men to Christ. And he said that over a long period of years, this servant of the Lord knew that he had the Lord's message and was giving it in the power of the Spirit, but the Lord had rarely let him see the immediate result. As he looked back over the years, he knew of a great company who had been led to the Lord through his ministry, but many had often written years after to say that at a certain day when he was preaching at a certain place, they were led to the Lord. He knew nothing about it at the time. That may be a part answer to the question. But I think more than one of us might have to say the same thing. The result of our ministry has very rarely been immediately apparent, but a very great deal of correspondence received gives reason to believe almost all over the world there are those who came into blessing by that ministry. Whether we should stipulate that our message should have immediate results is rather open to question. The thing is: what is the Lord doing? Just because we do not see it we are not to conclude that nothing has been done. There is a registration if the word is in the power of the Spirit, "My word shall not return unto Me void". We must take it that there is fruit.
T.A.-S. Coming back to the other question about that side of things, we have covered a fair amount of ground, but we want to tie that thing up because it is not an isolated problem, it is a common problem. We want to make sure of one thing: that our common or ordinary habits of life are not loose. What I mean by that is not morally loose, but of a more or less passive character; that our general habits of life are deliberate, that we do not have blind spots and neutral patches, that we are positive in our general mode of life. Deliberate. If we are weak generally, we are exposed, of course, to this sort of thing. And it is no use trying to deal with these matters as merely emergency things, but to try and meet them at the front door. And every day mental life has to be attended to, that we are not slip-shod, lackadaisical or of a passive kind. We must be deliberate in life. Maintaining the loins of the mind. Passivity provides ground for the enemy along this line. It is a dangerous thing to decline into a passive state. As soon as you have nothing on hand, the enemy will begin to work in your imagination, and you have given him the ground if you do that.
T.A.-S. On the other hand, on the positive side we must remember what the Lord says in His Word about this armour of light, this armour of God. It has to be taken up and put on. For example, the helmet of salvation. We get a mental picture of this as a literal thing, but we have to see exactly what this is spiritually. It refers to something around the head, salvation around the head. Put salvation around your head; that is literally the Greek there. Put it on, put on the helmet of salvation. That is a deliberate thing to be done. It represents a positive action. The Lord makes it good as we act positively and say, "In the Name of the Lord I deliberately put salvation around my head." The whole of the salvation of God is provided to protect our minds as well as the other parts, and we have to act very definitely. The positive element in that little passage in Ephesians 6 about the armour is impressive. The word 'against' is used five times in Ephesians 6:11-12. Our wrestling is not with flesh and blood but AGAINST principalities, AGAINST powers, and so on, that one word repeatedly coming there represents a spiritual attitude. It means that we are to stand in a positive attitude right through the whole thing. It represents a positiveness of spirit, of attitude, as set over against anything passive at all. The maintenance of a definite attitude right through.
T.A.-S. The word 'wrestling' there is a tremendously interesting word again. In the Greek it brings up the picture of two men wrestling with a view to one actually throwing the other down and then holding him down. All that is contained in the Greek words there; the picture of one man seeking to fling the other down and when he has flung him down, to keep him down. You see how strong it is. And this flinging down is in relation to the wiles of the devil. One is stressing the positive side of things. How very positive this is and how passivity is totally in opposition to things there. "Whom resist steadfast in the faith". But it is not wrestling in emergency, it is training to resist and maintaining that position at all times. We do not just begin to resist when we are conscious that the enemy is about, but even when the enemy seems to be taking a holiday. This is a state of spirit which is to be maintained. Maybe that makes the Christian life very strenuous, arduous. It does mean we are always to remember that our adversary goes about seeking whom he may devour. "Whom resist..." Always going about - if he does not come one way he will come another and the Lord's children have to keep free from all passive hours. So many think the time to fight is when the enemy is evident. You have to be in a prepared state and never be taken unawares if or when these thoughts begin to be flung at your mind.
L.O. Experience along this line... during illness a good many years ago, I was unable to sleep and the most terrific thoughts would come, quite foreign to me in every way. I would plead the blood, take protection of the Name and go to sleep. Shortly afterwards these thoughts would come back overwhelmingly. On asking the Lord about this, He said, "What about your fallow ground?" He meant idle thoughts, imaginative thoughts. I was shown that those idle thoughts and idle imaginations were no-man's ground in the mind and when the enemy wanted the occasion, the ground was already there. This was a very great warning. It was nothing sinful or wrong, but just letting the mind go and then at a given time when the enemy wanted it, the ground was there.
T.A.-S. No day-dreams and no nightmares!
E.N. Commit thy works unto the Lord and He shall establish thy thoughts. If we commit all that we do to God He has promised to establish our thoughts.
G.P. We do need to know more and more the value of that promise in the Word, that in times when thoughts seem to be almost beyond our control to direct, that as far as we can master them to direct them upon the Lord Himself. "Set your mind on the Lord." My own experience in a time when, owing to continue going on in one's business affairs, occupied in many things constantly, the mind got into a state of being wound up, as though you had not got your mind detached. I could not get my mind detached and put it on something else. My desk and letters were all there, and the Lord showed me that if your mind is in a whirl, fix it upon Him and you get deliverance. We need not try to unwind our mind and put it on something else, but I found that to apply the mind actively towards the Lord automatically cuts you off from the other thing and in a few minutes you find yourself resting in the Lord. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose imagination is stayed on Thee".
P.W.F. What has just been said does away with the conception that some folks have that if you commit yourself to the Lord at the beginning of the day and trust Him, well, all will be well. That is not all the truth; there is a danger of getting into a sort of passivity of trust that He does not come down upon. Alertness and occupying the mind with Him is essential.
Form spiritual habits. Habits of thought, you can train yourself to them, and refuse certain other thoughts.
Q. An incident here related concerning a young convert in Brussels who complains of bad dreams. Dreaming of the old life. How would you deal with this case?
A. T.A.-S. Get him into an attitude towards it. Come alongside of him in definite prayer, pointing out that this thing has all the possibilities of bringing into captivity to the enemy again. There is an enemy factor in that, and you would have to get right down alongside of him and in definite prayer take a position against that. It is a very common experience. It is just possible for us when we are tired to say, "Good-night Lord, take care of us" and get into bed. But we have to learn that it is very necessary to take a definite position with the Lord before you go to sleep because the enemy does work havoc with the Lord's children during the night in that very way. This represents some deliberate action in prayer on the part of two at least, with a brother like that, to deal with it, and have that thing wound up and stopped in the Name of the Lord and by the Lord. It can be done, but it has to be taken seriously. You cannot go round the corner and say commit yourself to the Lord, etc. You have to tackle a thing like that in the Name of the Lord. It is a most perilous thing. It is a part of the horrible treachery and cruelty of the enemy that he takes unconscious hours so often to do damage to the Lord's children. But we have to stand in with the Lord very definitely.
Chapter 8 - The Whole Armour of God (continued)
Reading: Ephesians 6.
We are, as you know, occupied with the position and vocation of the church in the heavenlies. One thing we have been constantly stressing is that the vocation of the church pre-eminently requires a position. And that position is called, "in the heavenlies in Christ", as the place of power. So that for this heavenly vocation and this spiritual power, spiritual ascendency is necessary.
It might be helpful in measure if I reminded you that 'the heavens', and 'the heavenlies' are not the same thing in the New Testament. In Ephesians "the heavenlies" are mentioned five times. In the Authorised Version you find "places" in italics, it should be "the heavenlies". But you have the "heavens" elsewhere spoken of; now the term "the heavens" relates to a place, a sphere specifically, a location; but when you have the term "the heavenlies" that relates to spiritualities in that place. Now, that may seem just a technical difference, but it is important. The Lord Jesus spoke about earthly things and earthlies. He said, "If I have spoken unto you earthly things (lit. 'earthlies') and you have not understood, how will you understand if I speak unto you of heavenly things (lit. 'heavenlies')". Now, He was not just speaking about things as located up above, but spiritual things.
The trouble with the disciples, as we know, was that they could not grasp spiritual things, and here in Ephesians where the heavenlies is a location of the saints, it is not just that you have come to a place, but you have come to heavenly things, spirituals, spiritual things in that place. And so our warfare there is with spiritual realities, and everything with which we have to do there is spiritual in its nature. How far that will help you I do not know, but we want to see that "the heavenlies" refer to conditions and not only to a place. Perhaps the profit in recognising that is simply this: that so many people get a mentality about that phrase "the heavenlies" that suggests to them that they have to be out of this world somehow; they cannot just grasp it, they say, "We are not in the heavenlies we are here on this earth, this earth is a very real thing; and our presence here is a very real thing!" It is just that, while in Christ we are located above, we are literally, physically, geographically here, but we have to do with those things which are higher up, the spirituals, the heavenlies, and it is in that realm that we fulfill our vocation and carry out our warfare.
Now if the whole issue is that of spiritual ascendency unto triumphant warfare and effectual spiritual vocation, then all that comes here in Ephesians 6 in particular, is to do with spiritual ascendency; how to maintain it. We are brought into the place in the Lord Jesus by faith as we have seen, and how are we going to maintain that position now and triumphantly wage our spiritual warfare? Well, the Lord makes provision.
We began to see this provision in what is called the whole armour of God and then when that armour is presented. And perhaps it might, by way of parenthesis, be also interesting at least to note that in Romans 13 where the phrase occurs "Let us put on the armour of light", the armour there is not the same word as "armour" here in Ephesians 6. In Romans 13 the word simply means "weapons of light"; here it is another word which is something more than weapons of aggression, weapons of warfare, but a complete covering as a whole - something more - this whole armour of God.
When you come to an Ephesian position you come higher than a Roman position and higher also than the two Corinthian positions which also bring in the armour of righteousness. You need the whole panoply in this heavenly spiritual position and warfare, and when this is set forth, it is rather strikingly divided into two sections. I expect you have noticed how the apostle speaks of this. He says "having" and about the other three he says "take".
The Girdle of Truth
"Having girded... Having put on..." Then with regard to three things he says, "Wherefore, having girded..." and so on, "with all taking up..." and then he gives you three other things. Now, what is the subtle movement that is to be noted there? For upon that movement there does hang something of importance spiritually. To get to it, perhaps you might put yourself in Paul's place at this time, as with the Roman guard. He lives with that Roman guard day and night, that Roman guard is with him right through, and he is taking very careful notice of that soldier, and he notices this: that that man puts on his breastplate, his girdle, and his shoes and he does not take them off. But when there is active service, or active duty, he puts on the helmet, and takes the shield and takes the sword. You can see the guard sitting down, as it were, in his breastplate, with his girdle on and his shoes on. That is his abiding state, so to speak, he is always in that; never puts them off. Whatever else he is doing, he goes about with those on, they are permanent. When he comes on duty he goes to the peg and takes down his helmet and puts it on, takes his sword, and shield; he has come on duty.
One is the constant condition from the beginning and the other is when there is active duty, active service. Now, that carries with it the significance that we have got to recognise. Paul's words, "Having girded your loins with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace", "Having", that is something that has been done and that is something which ought to have been done at the beginning and ought not in any way to have been forsaken. That being so, you want to know the nature or meaning of the standing things which abide, the things in which you stand, not the things with which you aggressively go on duty, but things in which you abide, in which you stand.
In chapter 5 we spoke about the girdle of truth, having girded your loins with truth, the girdle of truth. And with all that should be said and we have said about that, what is precisely or specifically referred to there is what Paul in another place calls, "the truth of the gospel". Now, that is an initial thing for the believer, and it makes the believer strong unto his heavenly warfare; the truth of the gospel. Now, are you quite sound and strong in the truth of the gospel? We do not propose to analyse the truth of the gospel now, but it is a phrase, a term which is of tremendous importance for the believer to recognise. Now you take that phrase away and think about it. Paul went everywhere in the strength of the truth of the gospel. It was his strength. The gospel which is truth, and what that gospel is in its truth. Gospel... the good tidings, the good news which is absolutely true, secured, safe, unalterable, the truth of the gospel, girded with the truth of the gospel. If the enemy can shake you there as to the truth of the gospel, he has robbed you of your strength and beaten you in the fight, but while you stand girded in the truth of the gospel, you are in a strong position of ascendency. Doubt for one moment the truth of the gospel, question the truth of the gospel, and allow the enemy for a moment to loosen that girdle, or allow that girdle to be loosened for one moment, and we experience defeat. The absolute stability and durability of the gospel, the unshakableness of the great fact of the gospel; stand girded in that and you have ascendency, a strong position.
I do not want to spend more time on the girdle, but I reduce all that we have said about the girdle of truth to that initial thing about this. It is something you have done; you will have to gird up the loins of your mind continually in the matter of truth, but initially you have got to be girded with the truth of the gospel and stand in it, remain in it - this is not an off duty thing at all. This is an in season and out of season thing: the truth of the gospel. So the Holy Spirit is quite right in the taking hold of this thing Paul saw that this man never undid - that while he was in his sight - he did not see what he did when he went to bed - but we are not supposed to go to bed in this fight; we do not go to bed! So our position is that once we put that girdle on, we never take it off. Paul never saw the man take it off. The point is not that we spiritually take off the other things, but what Paul noted was that these were things that had once been put on and so far as he was concerned, they were the abiding things. He saw the man take the other things as he came on duty.
The Breastplate of Righteousness
And what was true of the girdle of truth was true of the breastplate of righteousness. The thing was done, had been done. Let us note that it is the very vitals of the man that are now under consideration. His heart is covered by this breastplate of righteousness. To understand that (and Paul is a great teacher of righteousness) you want to gather up all Paul's teaching about righteousness, and you will have to take the two righteousnesses which Paul speaks of: the righteousness of the law and the righteousness which is by faith.
The righteousness of the law is this, that a man is held absolutely responsible for every detail of it and the whole of that righteousness hangs upon the most minute detail of it, so that if it is violated at one point, the man is responsible for the whole, and there is no place of repentance for violating the righteousness which is of the law, the thing is so utter. God's requirement is so utter that if you violate the law at one point, you have no place of repentance, you are guilty of the whole thing. God's utter requirements... and in that realm God has never changed. Do not let us think for a moment that because we are not under the law we are not under obligation to satisfy God up to the hilt on the question of righteousness.
Some people think that because we are not under the law, but under grace, that the standard of living is not so exacting as the Old Testament standard of the Lord. We must at once divorce our mind of any such thought. God's standard is not changed and if you live under the law, you are going to be judged by the law and held responsible for the whole. God's standard is unchanged. We know that we cannot stand up to that, we cannot bear that, it is impossible; but there is One who has been able to stand up to that, only One to meet that, to fulfill all that, all righteousness, and satisfy God in that Man: an inclusive Man, a representative Man, a Man for men. And that Man's work, being for us, is placed to our credit when we appropriate it by faith and that becomes a righteousness of the law fulfilled, and we come into the position which all that righteousness of the law brings a man - having satisfied God up to the hilt. We are out in that position, although not ours; utterly impossible, but we are brought into the good of it, of what another Man has done for us as man, as God but as man. And we inherit first of all, the satisfaction of God in perfect righteousness by faith in Christ. But more, we not only inherit by faith imputed righteousness, but we become possessed of imparted righteousness. How? In our new birth we receive that Life which is from God and that Life is a holy, perfect, sinless Life. That Life is not in our flesh, therefore our flesh is not sinless or perfect; that Life is not in our natural man, therefore our natural man is not sinless and perfect, but that Life is in our renewed spirit and remains in itself perfect. It is Divine Life, and from our renewed spirit as we go on in obedience of faith, it works to make us perfect, holy, righteous.
You have to put these two things together to form the breastplate of righteousness. You have got to recognise all the value of the imputed righteousness, and it is a tremendous defensive factor that you can meet the enemy in this position, "You are quite right Satan, when you say that; I in myself am unrighteous, I am a bad lot, but there is given to me a righteousness which is perfect. There is imputed to me a righteousness which is perfect, which is not mine, but which is given to me, which is for me, which stands in my stead, which covers me; the righteousness of Another. And God sees me in that righteousness which is imputed to me". It is a great defensive factor that, and if only we had a strong enough hold upon that which we call "the objective thing", it would be a safe-guard, a breastplate covering our very vitals against that which has been the undoing of, and defeat of, so many of the Lord's children who have not appropriated that; this introspection, self-judgment, self-analysis and self-condemnation, circling round ourselves and trying to find righteousness in ourselves and because we cannot find it, but find a lot else.
The enemy is playing havoc with multitudes of the Lord's own redeemed ones because they have not from the very start put on this breastplate of imputed righteousness and kept it on as a permanent thing. That is not a thing you put on, that remains, having been put on: the breastplate of righteousness. You have put that on. Oh, get it on the side of what is put to us, credited, imputed to you: the perfect righteousness of God in Christ, but that is, while a glorious half, it is only half. The other half is to do with our responsibility; that we have received a righteousness by faith in reality, not as imputed only, but as imparted in that new life. We have received the righteousness of God in power, in reality. In a new life we have become partakers of the Divine nature. The holiness of God as the new nature is there resident within us to develop and to bring every other part of our being into subjection; progressive holiness.
Now, beloved, this also is a part of our defense, and it means this: that you and I have got to live up to what we know in our hearts as what is being right before God. That Spirit of God within us, the Spirit of holiness, the Spirit of our new birth resident there from our birth from above, bears witness to the will of God, bears witness to the right by Life and to the wrong by death and there is set up in us the law of God as to righteousness. It is only as we live up to the measure of that light, knowledge, and witness concerning the will of the Lord that we have any defense.
We know quite well in experience that if there is something wrong, we know there is something wrong in our hearts, if we do not adjust that thing, the enemy just has his way with us and we are robbed of power, pulled out of our position and our heavenly vocation, and our warfare is a futile thing. So that while we rejoice in imputed righteousness and it is a strong defense, there must be the counterpart of an imparted righteousness and we are living up to the standard of our knowledge. Any unrighteousness in our lives is our undoing; that is where our responsibility comes in. But taking it on the other side, the happier side, while we are doing the will of God, not tolerating known sin, putting away any unrighteousness of any kind, we have ascendency.
I think the question of practical righteousness is an important one for believers. It is not simply living up to a doctrine as a doctrine. There are a good many people who think of spirituality as something separate from common justice and righteousness, very spiritual, but very unrighteous. You think you can be spiritual - one of the spiritual people and leaders among the Lord's people, yet very unrighteous with your employees and in your business dealings. Things may be all askew in the business or domestic side of your life, or you may be very unrighteous with your employer. The question of taking wages and not giving a fair measure of work is a question of righteousness just as much as a question of giving wages not commensurate with the amount of work done. There are two sides to the question, and that is righteousness. And God has His eye on that, and that is why the Lord says, "Whatsoever you do, do heartily as unto the Lord and not unto men". The Lord is Judge of righteousness in this matter.
Downright Divine fairness and squareness, anything awry with that is a weakness; we cannot live in the heavenlies on that level, we cannot overcome the evil one. We may talk a great deal about imputed righteousness, but if the imparted righteousness is lacking, there is something wrong. We may talk a very great deal about putting on the breastplate of righteousness, but putting on the breastplate of righteousness is being absolutely square in all our relationships and all our dealings, and we have got to see to it. You cannot take half an hour off and take wages for that without raising the whole question of righteousness if you do not make good. And in every aspect of our life the question comes up - what would God have? And as we come up to what we know the Lord would have, we are in a strong position of ascendency. Could anything be more practical than that? You say we get out into the realm of doctrine! We are not there at any rate, we have our feet on solid ground. I think we can leave the breastplate of righteousness. May the Lord speak to our hearts and make us very much alive to all questions of righteousness in His sight. Having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel, the good news of peace. That is something also which has been done, says the apostle. Now what does he mean by this?
Your Feet Shod with the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace
"Having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace". Paul looked at that soldier's shoes and he noted something about them. This is seen by those who understand the Greek; they see what Paul saw. It is not apparent in our translation. What Paul saw and said, the Greek words here are this, "Having under-bound your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace". He saw that those shoes were bound on, and that this man did not take them off, but kept them bound on, and that having bound them on, that represented an abiding preparedness, readiness in emergency; finding you with your shoes on. If, when you had to do binding on, you would probably give your enemy a good chance if you were not prepared, you were not ready, and what Paul is talking about here is just this: from the beginning an ever-readiness with the gospel, a readiness of mind in the gospel, always there. Ready always, he says in another place, to give an answer, but here the call is of readiness always in the gospel of peace.
How is this a factor in spiritual ascendency and spiritual victory? Well, the thing is very simple and therefore very practical. By way of illustration, our sister Miss Sinclair telling us, when she gave her testimony here - many of you will remember it - that a certain brother went to see her in a nursing home and spoke to her about her soul, the issue of which was that she took the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. And that brother, wanting to give the thing some quite definite and concrete form of expression asked her to write her name upon a card which had on it a declaration of her acceptance of the Lord Jesus, which she did. In her room she wrote her name under this declaration of having taken the Lord Jesus as her Saviour, and put it on the table. And when the brother rose to go, she went with him down to the door. When she came back to her room there was a nurse in her room. Miss Sinclair at once saw that card and wondered if the nurse had seen it. For an instant, one fleeting moment, the whole issue was at stake. Should she cover that card so that the nurse would not see it? It did not take her long to decide; she put on the breastplate of righteousness. If there had been a moment's compromise, the devil would have got in and spoiled her and put her into bondage at once, but she was ready, shod in the gospel with no compromise.
Now, that is an illustration of this thing: ready, prepared. If we are ashamed of the gospel, ashamed to give our testimony, if we excuse ourselves by wanting a special opportunity and we are not ever alert, ever-ready, on our feet with our shoes on, or if we are making compromises in any way about our testimony, well, we are not up in the place of power, we are not in the place of ascendency, of victory. The enemy will constantly try to drag us into a position where we fail of an opportunity. We are not ready with our gospel. We want special circumstances to draw us out instead of being ready. And it is wonderful, beloved, how, if you are ready, really are on your feet, if you live in that state, the opportunities you get. You can go on a journey and absolutely nothing happens because you are not out on business. But if you go in an attitude of, "What is there on this journey that can be for the Lord? Is there anything at all for the Lord here?" It is wonderful how you get those opportunities. We have tried that out, we know it, we have tried and failed, but you see, the enemy is gaining advantage, or to put it the other way, we are not in the place of authority and power over the enemy. That is why Paul says about this thing: this has been done once for all, these shoes have to be bound on and remain bound on; readiness in the gospel of peace, readiness with your testimony. Now, can we be more practical than that?
I just wonder if we more mature Christians are all just keen about souls, always on the alert with our gospel. Are we? There is a danger of progressing so far spiritually that you lose your keenness in the gospel. We must not. The Lord call us back to a place of spiritual power by simply saying to us in these simple terms, "Now, look here, you have to be always ready in your gospel." Ready with it at the front door with your tradesmen, ready with it - that does not mean you are to rush in everywhere and do all sorts of fanatical things, but it means you will be alert and watchful. This is a thing that must not be unbound, and to be shod. So far as Paul was concerned, he was never without his shoes. That is the point, and so far as we are concerned those shoes must never be put off; readiness in the gospel. These three things are things which are abiding, things done from the beginning.
Having done these things, he comes to the other three which you now deliberately take. You now take what you may call the offensive defensive means. You put your helmet on and that is a defensive offensive, and offensive defensive; the shield is a defensive offensive and the sword perhaps more offensive than defensive. And yet, perhaps the Lord Jesus not only assailed the enemy with the Word of God, but He defended with the Word of God. I am not going on with that now. We have dealt with simplicities, but things of very real, practical value. Let us make sure that we have done these. If we have not, let us at once see to this, that the thing is settled, that it is done in relation to these three things.
Chapter 9 - The Matter of Prayer in the Heavenlies
Reading: Ephesians 6:18.
In connection with our present further consideration of the heavenly position, power, and vocation of the church, the Body of Christ, we are now this morning to have before us the matter of prayer in the heavenlies.
Let us remind ourselves, by way of clearing our minds, that we are dealing with something that is quite extra to our salvation, so to speak. That is, that that warfare in the heavenlies, while it has very definite and direct relation to our own spiritual life and does affect us spiritually quite seriously, it is the warfare which comes more in relation to vocation than in relation to our salvation. When we get to this place, those initial battles concerning our salvation should have been settled, all this disputing on the ground of our being the Lord's should have ended. We have come up into a position of fellowship with the Lord now, and that not just for spiritual growth or sanctification, but of spiritual co-operation with Him in His ultimate purposes.
So let no one think in what we are saying, we make the Christian life as a Christian life an arduous and difficult thing. That is not the state of things, but we come into co-operation with the Lord in the working out of His plan already potentially accomplished in Him and by Him. That is the subjection of all things unto Him, and of His enemies being put under His feet. That is being wrought out now by the church, or through the church. We come into a realm of what is indeed serious conflict and things become quite arduous, although there is ever that foundational fact that it is in victory, not for a victory, that we fight.
Now having cleared our mentality on that, recognising that it is now our active service and fellowship with the Lord that is in view, we are able to approach this matter of prayer, because here prayer, like all other things, changes its character. In the, shall I say, more elementary levels of Christian life and service, prayer is of one kind, but when you get into this realm, prayer changes its form, and becomes distinctly the prayer of battle, the prayer of conflict, the prayer which is the throne-prayer of Divine administration. It is administrative and authoritative in its character. It is added in with the whole panoply of God, it is as though the Holy Spirit was here saying, "Now, all that has been said about taking the whole armour of God, every piece, to its completeness, there is yet one thing without which it will fail." There is something lacking which is essential to making all the other fully effective. And so He says "with all prayer", and you will remember that Bunyan who, like Paul, wrote in a prison and adopted metaphors and illustrations in regard to Divine truth, took hold of this very little present fragment when he was in prison and pictures the believer passing through that phase of spiritual experience where Appolyon makes his fiercest and most tenacious onslaught, shooting his fiery darts, and the Christian is seen clad in his full armour and sword in his hand. But Bunyan puts in the words that he had taken the armour and used the sword of the Word but his last resource was the weapon of prayer, and it was by that he came through. So that here you have the one thing that wraps round all the other and gives to all the other its real effectiveness - prayer.
Spiritual Position
Now, in contemplating this matter of prayer in the heavenlies we have first of all to realise or to remind ourselves again that it is always and only through and by the cross; that prayer depends entirely upon the cross for its effectiveness; the cross must be basic, and the cross must be instrumental in this prayer. We shall see that as we go on.
Now, of the several main things which we have to say, the first is with regard to being in position. We have been speaking of this spiritual position. Our position is said to be in the heavenlies in Christ, and that is not just a mental spiritual realm in which we live, but we see that it represents our being utterly separated from, in spirit, the whole of this world system, and it represents our being cut off from ourselves. It is a spiritual position brought about by the cross where there is no compromising element.
It would be well for us again to just refer to those compromising elements which defeat this prayer and make it non-effective. We must have no desires or ambitions for the gratification in any way, of the senses. Any desire or ambition for the gratification of the senses is a compromising element. The gratification of the senses, of course, may be along various and numerous directions. We have to search our hearts to see if there is any of that element there and to put it back and away; cut it off. In work, for instance, the work of the Lord, there must be no desire for some earthly thing as such, to see established on this earth some great movement, institution or organisation, something which man can take account of and recognise and call a success, something that we would like to see here on the earth, prospering according to natural standards of prosperity, and feeling that the thing was really a success.
Now, if there exists ambition, a desire for what amounts to worldly success in spiritual work, (although we would never admit that there is), but if there is that thing subtly working secretly somewhere in our heart and we are not absolutely prepared to be in a thing of God which no man will take account of as a success, where even other believers will despise it and think it is a failure yet we know before the Lord it is of Him, and if we are not prepared to be in that position, we are not in position for ruling, effectual, prayer. There must be no desire along that line. And you will find that as you come into touch with the Lord with regard to His ultimate, superlative purpose, those things which are the very essence of His spiritual work (and we must remember that a thing is only effective from God's standpoint in the measure in which it is spiritual, it is the heavens ruling), that as we go on with the Lord into that kind of work which is essentially and a hundred percent spiritual and heavenly, the Lord will strike persistent blows at anything that we set our hearts upon here on the earth. Anything which comes within the realm of our ambitions and enthusiasms as something to be set up here on the earth to be presented to men as something that man can appreciate and call successful, or the prosperity of that thing, will constantly meet the Lord's resistance.
Now, the Lord may raise up an instrumentality and as He begins to raise up that instrumentality, the Lord's people begin to get enthusiastic about it and they begin to take all kinds of natural interest in it and want to have a finger in the pie. It is wonderfully interesting, fascinating, and we get into it in that realm and begin to see how the thing can be made more successful and effective; if we do this or that, get a list of things to be done to make the thing go, and if that thing is not wholly of God, sooner or later the Lord will bring it into a realm where all your enthusiasms are frozen, and all that scheming and planning is brought to an end. Well, the Lord deliver us from that very thing if it is not of Him. It now becomes almost a dread, a terror to us. We do not want it, we fear it, and God forbid that we should have anything to do with it unless it be of Him. That is true to experience. That is what I mean by being in a position where you are going to come to the place where you can rule; the thing is of God in the heavenlies. But if we have anything down here that we want, no matter what it is, that comes into the realm of our ambitions, enthusiasms, organising abilities, where we are trying to make something of it, even with the best of motives, a success for the Lord, then we are in a dangerous realm of spiritual weakness.
When the Lord raises up a thing He seeks to keep it clean and clear for Himself, and it is a thing of God and no one can imitate it. How many people have tried to imitate George Muller and his work and set up something that would be for the glory of God, and they have simply been institutions, spiritually empty, bare. Well, the motive was alright, but God raised up Muller and his work and kept it clean for Himself and none can imitate that. We cannot say, "Let us set up something like So-and-so, it was a great thing for God, why not let us have another one". It cannot be done. "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit and that which is born of the flesh is flesh". You cannot come in and make the thing of God a thing of man; you have to stand back.
All soulish actions and influences have to be cut off by the cross in order that we might have a power position. The cross has to be laid like the axe at the root, the very root of the flesh, the very root of man by nature, at the very root of the world in its spirit and system, if a thing is going to be effectual for God. And if we are going to be in this position of authority and transcendence where prayer in the heavenlies is executive and administrative, every element of the flesh, of nature, of the world, has got to be cut clean off and we have to stand clear in a heavenly position. So it is position without an element of compromise; that is the first thing in relation to prayer after this kind.
Dispensational Prayer
Having recognised that, and having got there, there are other things to be brought to mind. The next thing is to recognise the dispensational factor in this prayer. You have got to pray dispensationally. Of course, that may not convey much to many of you! We may look into it. We cannot get away from the fact that the Divine revelation, the Word of God, is shot through and through with the dispensational aspect of things that can be pushed too far to a most disastrous sequence, and we find that going on in these days where the false usage of one little fragment of Scripture is leading to any amount of confusion. There is a whole system of teaching constructed upon this fragment of Scripture, "Rightly dividing the word of truth". And it is so in this sense, that you have to put this thing in that pigeon-hole and that belongs to now, and this does not belong to now, and so Scripture is chopped up into so many cubes and put into watertight compartments in that way, on the basis of a mistaken usage of one bit of Scripture, "Rightly dividing the Word of truth". The Greek word is as plain as anything could be. "Rightly dividing", in the Scripture, is cutting straight. Paul's words to the Corinthians "not adulterating the word of God", but being fair, straight, honest, cutting things straight. Rightly dividing is cutting straight the Word of God. Do not get it mixed up, do not adulterate it. It has nothing to do with dispensationalism at all; it is simply cutting the Word of God straightly, honestly.
But while I recognise a disastrous dispensational side of things, there is a true dispensational factor to be recognised and the New Testament is full of dispensational elements which are taken from the Old Testament. Enoch represents a dispensational side of things and he is brought into the New Testament as illustrating a dispensational factor. "By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death", and Enoch is referred to again as, "the seventh from Adam, who said Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints". He, so far back in the Old Testament, points on to a translation by faith; something relative to the ultimate things, the Lord's Coming.
We know also that Noah embodies a dispensational principle. "As it was in the days of Noah"; he is brought over into the New Testament with his dispensational factor as representing things at the time of the end, but different from Enoch. Enoch goes out of the tribulation, and Noah goes safely through it. He goes into judgment, but is preserved from that.
Elijah embodies dispensational truth. He comes into the New Testament very much. He is taken up in the Old Testament, carried on to the end of the old dispensation, comes in Malachi, comes up as the messenger before the Lord's face. That is taken up in the New Testament immediately. Elijah is taken up and carried on again and then James takes up Elijah, "A man of like passions with ourselves, prayed, the heavens were stayed from rain, he prayed again and the heavens gave rain." There is a dispensational factor about Elijah and he comes up like this constantly. Those are not the only passages in which Elijah is mentioned, the Elijah spirit is not yet exhausted, but is still to come again in spirit, he still has to do some work before the end.
These men are the embodiment of dispensational truth and you have to look in and see to what it is they refer in time. That marks something of the sequence of events according to the Divine program. That feature is the feature of a certain time. With Daniel it is very clear. He says, "I understood by the books the time, and I gave myself to prayer" and what follows in chapters 9 and 10 of his prophecies is because Daniel has got the times, understood from books the times, and he gets down to dispensational prayer. He sees by revelation the times, what is going to happen next, and after that, and right on, and then the book is sealed; the sealed times of the Lord leading right on to the death of the Lord Jesus Himself, and then of the coming of the Stone cut out without hands, the authority of the Lord Jesus over the kingdoms of this world.
Daniel prayed dispensationally and set heaven and world-rulers in action because he was praying through the dispensation; he was praying in the next step. The first thing he understood by books was what the Lord told Jeremiah about the 70 years captivity, and he said in effect, "The 70 years is just about finished; I am going to bring in that by prayer," and he got down and prayed it in. These things do not happen automatically, even the Divine program. You cannot sit in your armchair and say, "The prophetical program is all set, let us see it come to pass". You have to get into co-operation with God in dispensational prayer. The sovereignty of God is one thing, our responsibility is another thing; the two are reconciled in the cross of the Lord Jesus. The sovereignty of God and the responsibility of the Lord's people have their meeting place in the cross. Intellectually it is difficult to understand them both, but the Lord has laid them down as equally true and He has bound Himself up with the co-operation of an instrument. The Lord has always worked in relation to a partnership on the earth. When the Lord wanted to do something dispensationally He did it by a partnership on the earth with Him in that thing. Even this great prophetic program of Daniel is not going to be carried out from heaven as an automatic thing. He must have a Daniel on the earth - spiritual prayer fellowship with Him in the heavenlies to bring that about.
There are one or two things of practical moment when you come to recognise that tremendous principle governing the movements of God.
(1) We must have Knowledge of the Times for Effectual Prayer
What is God doing now, or going to do now, or going to do next? There must be a spiritual intelligence as to the movements of God for this kind of prayer. This is vocation, this is service, and when you come to this realm, spiritual intelligence is necessary. Intelligence is always a mark of true priestly service, that is why the priests, the Levites were never allowed to enter upon their ministry until they were 30 years of age; they must come to years of maturity and intelligence. And this priestly ministry demands spiritual intelligence and a recognition of God's time.
Very often a mistake is made by trying to bring about by prayer something after the character of that which happened many years ago, "A hundred years ago there was a great movement, let us pray for another one just like that! So many years ago the Lord raised up those kind of means to serve Him, let us pray for another." Are you sure you are in the times of God, that He has not changed His method? That that is His thought for now? Has He not gone on, are not the features changing? And surely we can see that features are changing. We had a Moody and a Sankey so many years ago. Are we to pray for that sort of thing now? It is doubtful whether there would be anything like the movement they had then; things have changed, God has moved on and the nearer we get to the end of God's purpose we shall find more and more God narrows down His method, strips off, and makes the thing far more inward than outward. The point is not to see what the changes may be, but to recognise the fact that God is moving on and we have got to move with Him and know what it is He is after at this present time. We have to know what the movement of God is now, and to get into line with that.
We could make various suggestions. It would depend entirely upon two things: whether we were right for one thing, or upon whether we all come to the same point of spiritual discernment. But I think that at this time the Lord is specifically concerned with His own people. That does not mean that the Lord has abandoned His evangelistic work, and we must not do that, but it seems to me that you are constantly swung back by the Lord, even when bent upon your evangelistic work, upon the state of the saints, the state of the church. And it seems as to whether it is unto something else or not is another question, but it does seem that the Lord is most concerned with bringing His people into a new position.
The Lord's dissatisfaction of the state of the church is the thing that is coming home to every spiritually sensitive servant of God, and they are finding themselves occupied with the state of believers, and there is this increasing stress upon bringing believers not only to a higher state of "spiritual" life, but to bring them through to the place of ascendency over the power of the enemy. We are seeing that law operative in these days. We would not hint that we have a knowledge of the times and no one else has, but this thing is true everywhere. There is a great burden about the state of the Lord's people. Is that a dispensational factor? It is, and if it is, surely then we have got our basis for heavenly prayer.
I am only illustrating the thing that I am saying, laying down as a law that first of all we have got to have a knowledge of the times, we have got to pray dispensationally, carry that as far as it should be carried and recognise God brings in new dispensations through the prayer co-operation of the ministry. He knows the times and He knows the order of events in His sovereignty. They are fixed, the prophetic program is all settled, but the translation, the rapture has got to be brought in by prayer. Reconcile those two things if you can, but the fact is there, "The Spirit and the Bride say come." That is, the Spirit and the Bride have been brought into a symphony of prayer for the Lord's Coming so that there is a mighty influencing of dispensations in the heavenlies when you really get there in prayer co-operation with the Lord on His times and His items in His great age program.
(2) Every Part has got to be Related to the Whole
Each separate movement must be no detached separate movement on our part. There must be nothing that is independent of the One Thing that the Lord has in view; not to be taken up with things in watertight compartments. If I go to America and you go to India those things must not be like two things, they must all be focused upon the present specific purpose of the Lord; the thing. Now we all move in our different movements and directions, we move to one thing the Lord has in view. You are not doing one thing and I another, we have all got our hearts and attention focused upon the thing the Lord is after at the moment. And if you are specifically called to what might be called the more evangelistic side of things, and I might be called to the building up side of things, beloved, these are not two departments, there is one thing that is central: the present purpose of God; and the evangelistic has got to be directly related to the ultimate thing that God has in view.
For many it is so obvious, but we do find a good many people who say, "That is your line, this is mine. I am called to the winning of souls to the Lord, to lead souls to Christ, and I give myself to that. You can give yourself to the deeper line of teaching if you like and we will work in our own spheres." But that is not the New Testament, that is not Ephesians, and that is making possible a tremendous amount of weakness. Every soul that is led to the Lord has to be led to the Lord with a definite thought of God's purpose for that soul. And that is why the earlier message is so valuable to you - what you should present to a saved or even unsaved soul; not only deliverance from sin and hell, but bring them immediately in relation to the Lord Jesus as Sovereign in every realm because it is the ultimate thing in view.
You get any number of people on this earth who are glad to be saved, happy to be saved, but that is where the thing begins and ends, and they are not moving on to God's great end and think this is something extra, quite optional. And whether it be in the kind of work that we are called to or whether it be in the various aspects of our activity, our goings, everything has to be focused upon that present object of the Lord as a part of the whole. We are working to one end which we know to be God's object for the present time and I am not sure that a newly born soul could not immediately become an overcomer. A soul just saved could well indeed be an overcomer, in the overcomer company of Revelation 12. And many have, I believe, many of those who have had to pay the full price in Russia, China and other places, have had to pay the full price immediately they are born again. They have, because of the blood, overcome the dragon. You see, our focal point is if the Lord's object specifically now is the overcomer company, we have to deal with our evangelistic efforts, and every other kind of effort has to be brought to bear upon that central thing: that the Lord now, at this special time is seeking this overcomer company. That is what I mean by dispensational governing of everything in the Lord's purpose now.
And then with regard to the prophetical program:
We have to Come into Oneness with the Lord in His Purpose in Prophetic Events
I will soon make that clear. In the prophetic events you have perhaps what is going on today. You have Russia. What is going on in Russia? You cannot get away from it that it is prophetic; it fits into the prophetical program. What is going on in China? It fits in. Look at all nations; it fits right into the prophetic program. You cannot pray against the prophetic thing that is settled. You cannot get into the heavens now and upset the whole Bolshevik regime, it is prophetically settled. You cannot get to prayer in the heavenlies now and upset the course of the ages; you cannot change the Word of God by prayer. If a thing has been given by revelation in prophecy by the Holy Spirit you cannot change that Divine order, otherwise you upset the whole Word of God. It has to go through. Wherein then is governmental prayer? What God is after is that prophetic programme; for these are sovereign acts which contain some secret counsel for good.
When I was over in Paris last year, we were talking over affairs in Russia and one thing was pointed out to me, that with all the terrible condition of things in Russia, the horror of it all, one good effect was (I mean in the Bolshevik antagonism towards Christianity and the destroying of churches and images and all that sort of thing) one good effect was to show the utter impotence and weakness of that superstitious Christianity of the Russian orthodox church which held sway and gripped the nation and which the nation could never throw off. It has been proved to have absolutely no supernatural power and cannot stand up to this thing; and the effect is to make many doubt the superstition and look for something else, for something real. That provides God with a new chance.
What is God after? It may not be to save Russia, but to save inside Russia those who could never be saved in any other way. There is truth there in other directions. You cannot change the prophetic order, but you can get what God is after in it, and you have to find out what the Lord is after in this thing. What is He after just now in China? It looks as though everything of God is threatened. Can we look back and see any good which came out of the Boxer Uprising? It was an awful thing; it seemed as though the devil had it all his own way and everything of God at that time was being wiped out. What can we see as the triumph of God in it?
So that, while we may not be able to stop movements in this world which are foreknown and fixed in the prophetic program, there is something inside every one of them that the Lord is after and if you can get your finger upon that, you have your basis of ruling prayer inside that thing. There is this factor, that in the heavenlies we can prevent precipitate movements. I think the enemy does like to precipitate things, to rush them in before their time, take things out of their turn, get things moving to spoil them, just out of their place. That may be difficult for you to grasp, but we are familiar with this in smaller ways; that very often the enemy tries to stampede and precipitate a thing and the thing has to be taken hold of and say, "If that is what the Lord wants, if that is of the Lord, it must come in His time; it may not be yet, hold it back". Things can be kept to the time of God.
The enemy likes us to take the things of God out of their time. It may be that the Lord is going to call us there to go through that thing, and the enemy wants us to go through it now and it always brings fear and havoc, but when God's time comes you have got peace. Things have got to be kept to their time by prayer. It is something that ought to be taken into account, that in the heavenlies the times of God should be held to, against a precipitate movement on the part of the enemy.
Now finally then, the necessity for symphonised companies in the heavens. If this is a specific ministry of prayer, if this is a specific vocation, then this sort of thing cannot be done in general prayer meetings. You may have your general prayer meetings, and let all praying people attend as far as you can, but there is a necessity for some who recognise these great realities and who, in the Lord, have taken this position over them being thus symphonised, being made one in purpose and in position to operate, to function. You will find that if you try to do that, it will not be long before the enemy will try and add someone to your number who is anything but there, and they come in and they simply lead the prayer out in another stream altogether and pull your prayer down on to another level. They begin to take a tour round the world, and tell the Lord a thousand things that He already knows. So that there is a need for those who, having come to a very definite position with the Lord in this matter, get together and shut the door. We must of course, meet with the Lord's people for prayer, but we must sometimes separate ourselves from other believers for prayer, because there is a place where many cannot follow and where things have to be dealt with that the majority cannot enter into that realm. They have not yet come to the position or come to the intelligence for this kind of prayer. The two things must go on; our prayer with all saints, but there must also be symphonised companies who meet in this specific heavenly business as administrative instruments with the Lord.
Now we have said all these things; it remains for us to definitely deal with the Lord about it; upon this hangs a very great deal at this present time in the purpose of God.
Chapter 10 - Open Question and Answer Session 3
Initials of those giving answers (where known) refer to:
S.A. - Samuel Alexander
T.A.-S. - Theodore Austin-Sparks
P.W.F. - P. W. Faunch
L.O. - Lady Ogle
G.P. - George Paterson
G.T. - George Taylor
P.W.F. There was one thing emphasised earlier, that the way of escape for the individual and for mankind from the bondage and from being shut out of the heavens by the power of the enemy, is the way of the cross. And as the Lord leads us on in the spiritual ministry, life, and warfare, He shows us that truth and works it in us in a deeper and deeper way. And one sees the spiritual principle of that in Scriptures that we before perhaps interpreted more or less on the surface. Now it is laid on my heart to read a few verses (Matthew 16:13-28; 5:19), just to see that in the gospels, and in the words that the Lord spoke to them in the days of His flesh, are enshrining principles that afterwards are declared more fully.
The Church, the Divinely Given Authority
Now, this is a new revelation the Lord gives to His disciples. It is the first time He definitely says "I will build My church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it". This is evidence that there will be conflict between the gates of Hades and the church, and the Lord for the first time delivers the authority of binding and loosing to Peter as representative (Matt. 16:19). The Lord Jesus, the Captain of our Salvation, who is the overcomer from the very moment that He intimates this purpose of His to the disciples, He begins to show the way by which He will get to the throne. And He intimates therein the way by which His disciples will get to the throne (Matt. 16:24). There is a question there of voluntary choice - "If any man would come after Me...". The Lord does not compel any of us to come after Him: "If any man..." but "If any man would..."; there is something the disciple must do: not simply trust the Lord, but also deny himself. Not simply trust what Christ did on the cross, but he must "take up his cross and follow Me". The further we go in spiritual life and conflict, the more the Lord opens this to us and the deeper rooted we find this principle to be, and the failure of the recognising of it. The failure on our part here and there on obeying this active principle accounts for the defeat which we may sometimes experience.
Q. Taking up the matter we touched yesterday of giving a fuller message, I think it is a difficulty that you may know the message experimentally and see it spiritually and yet not be able to express it. I think there it is difficult to get the message over in its fulness to the people. It is difficult to get that full side of things over. Touching the realm of principalities and powers, to get it over in an intelligent way, to get people to see the nature of the background of the universe. You can preach the sovereignty of the Lord and make statements about the other thing without people seeing the true nature of things.
A. T.A.-S. Doesn't that come here in Ephesians 6, "And for me, on my behalf, that utterance may be given unto me..." (v.19). We need, in a full ministry as presented here, a good deal of prayer co-operation. We are always conscious that when there is a big thing on, it is a far bigger difficulty to get it. Sometimes you are conscious of a real withstanding of your message and not getting it over as you should. Praying people is the need. There was a time when I had greater boldness than I have now, when I would stop and say, "I am not getting my message out" and we would get to prayer and then it would come through. Or I had a secret sign with certain people and they got to prayer and we got through. The proof of the need. And of course, when you are miles away, alone, the difficulty may be greater. This is what the Lord is trying to bring us into these days. The Lord must bring us into much stronger prayer co-operation for all ministry that is of this kind.
P.W.F. Then of course there must be always our dependence upon, and there must be surely, the supply of the Holy Spirit giving us at the time and in the particular company where we are ministering the word for that people and adapting us and our message to the need at the moment. There is no rule or method by which we can arrive as to how we are to present the message of the background of things to any given audience. People appreciate the sovereignty of the Lord, but it is difficult to deal with it in relation to the background of such things in the presentation of the Lord, of God, itself. For instance, if you read the parable of the sower, the Lord gives in a verse there, "Then comes the devil and takes the word out of their hearts lest they should believe and be saved", a verse by which you can introduce the whole subject.
T.A.-S. I think there is one factor that we must not forget, not overlook, that while we are dependent upon the Lord for the message and for enablement to give the message and that it is not out from ourselves at all, there is that (I was going to say "sanctified common sense"), seeking the grace to bring that message to folk in a way in which you help them to begin with, to get hold of what you are after. You can come with the impact of such a weight that they cannot understand you at all. You have got to come down by the Lord's enablement, to them. It is no use dealing with people who have nothing to work on as with a company whom you are quite used to. You have to try and help them into your message, and give them a simple leading to what you are after. That is the value of any scriptural illustration you can give. Go back to the Old Testament and use an illustration to help them in. You do not rule out that and take it for granted that these people understand all that you have to say to them, you have to come down and help them in that way. You must not say, "We can give the fullest we have and count on the Lord to give the people understanding of what we are saying". He would help those listening to come along and get it through alright; this is very simple, but perhaps just where we have taken too much for granted very often.
S.A. That is, the method of the presentation of the message, what lies behind is to be sure that we have the Lord's Word for the occasion. So many seem to take the view that so long as you are presenting truth, it is alright. In this ministry it is something much higher than that. It must be the Lord's word received with the hour.
L.O. Very often the difficulty is that they have never had and have not got a full understanding of God's act in Calvary. They do not see the behindness of Calvary, what the Lord Jesus did Himself, and in that way seeing really who the Lord was. If they saw that, they would understand the part that principalities and powers have. To the ordinary company very often they have no further knowledge than the Lord dying to redeem them from sin and why Calvary was necessary and what the Lord did. When you bring in principalities and powers they are frightened and do not understand it.
Q. There have been occasions when, although being sure of the Lord's word, you go to a meeting and hardly got into the room when your spirit goes dry and you cannot get the message out, your words are chopped. This is sometimes helped out by corporate prayer. Is there a way of checking the atmosphere as one feels it? Can we check it before we go in with the message?
A. T.A.-S. We knew a good brother once who was much used of the Lord in very difficult conditions. He used to run a gospel meeting, an evangelistic meeting in a cinema on Sunday nights and all sorts of people came to that who would never go to church, but the thing was very difficult, he found such resistance in the atmosphere to a free message in the Spirit, that he adopted this procedure. Before ever the cinema opened, he went in and went from seat to seat and put the blood of the Lord Jesus on each seat, he sprinkled the blood of the Lord Jesus in that place against the powers of darkness and he had crowds of conversions, wonderful times. Whether you adopt the procedure or not, there is something in going in and taking the place for the Lord beforehand in the power and virtue of the blood.
P.W.F. Could the praying company get into the house and spend time along this definite line? In view of the nature of the conflict pleading the Name of the Lord Jesus and by faith asserting and establishing the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ in that house, that place.
T.A.-S. It does not do to leave things until you are up against them. You must go ahead. There can be a great offensive in taking a gathering ahead, to capture a situation a week before. Very often the enemy likes to drive you out and you have to hurry it through and find something lacking all the way through.
Q. Is it possible when going out to a ministry like that alone, to let the sense of being alone come in and give ground to the enemy? When Paul asked the saints to pray for him, they would not necessarily be with him. Would this sense of being alone give ground to weaken?
A. T.A.-S. Yes, it is always an advantage to the enemy that you are alone. If the Lord had His way, He would never let us be alone. Paul had his worst times when he was alone. But if it cannot be helped, if you are alone, it is as well to remind the Lord and the enemy that you are not alone. We have found great help when out alone in definitely standing in the prayer of the Lord's people for us and in the fellowship of saints with us at that time.
P.W.F. And when you are alone there is a little bit of heart preparation that can be made beforehand when all the other praying is through. You realise that you are going there in the will of the Lord, that He is with you, there is the taking of the armour we were thinking about, and definitely taking that position that you are in the Lord and the Lord is in you. And before you go into the building take hold in the Name of the Lord, take that meeting in the Name of the Lord and go into the meeting therefore as from the presence of the Lord in the position of ascendency. I have sometimes forgotten to do that and had a bad time, but it does work.
Q. An incident was related regarding a particular meeting when there was much conflict, but suddenly a consciousness of a release in spirit in the messenger. Almost immediately it was the release of the Lord in corporate ministry, but the thought was, is it not possible for that to be operative when members of the Body are geographically separated?
A. Yes.
Q. Isn't it possible to know a sense of isolation even when you are with members of the Body?
A. P.W.F. That is the value of the ministry out from an assembly of the Lord's people and the assembly going out with you in spirit. And it makes all the difference in ministry - it calls for faithfulness to those who are not on the platform, but who are in the ministry at home. And that is the thing that needs to be brought home to the members, that they really have an intrinsic part to play.
P.W.F. These experiences we have, such as hinted at just now, what a difference it has made to me personally, in a lonely ministry, when one has been in real spiritual fellowship here and the folk have known and have been taking it up in prayer. It has meant a difference in one's ministry which proves the truth of the principle that is being emphasised in these days of the necessity for the power of God to be operative, for the necessity that others, that the children of God, are in prayer concerning it. What God has to do, whether it be the meeting of the need of some souls in a gathering, or whether it be in the development of the next stage or item in His dispensational programme, this proves the fact that the Lord works with the prayers of His people. And the thing particularly before us these days is this, that the next item so far as we know, of the prophetic programme of God, is the translation of a company represented by that man child in Revelation 12. And if these principles are Divine principles, then it means there is a sense in which the corporate co-operation of the church in prayer is going to be a factor in bringing to birth that man child. It would be a helpful thing, a good thing, if we individually came to an understanding with the Lord concerning that, as to whether that is revelation to us and whether we give ourselves to the Lord to co-operate with Him in that. This conference will fail unless thereby some should come to an understanding with the Lord and really come into a new place of prayer ministry along this line.
P.W.F. In order that prayer ministry may be effective, there is only one condition to it, and that is the way of the cross - very really, and very rigorously. There must not be allowed into the individual life or ministry anything that is of the old man or that is of the soul life as such, there must be a positive denying of self, taking up the cross. And in such a ministry and life as that, you and I will really know our taste of the experience of being crucified. It is in the depths of those experiences in which that crucifixion is being wrought in, that revelation comes. These things become real to us in the depths. The revelation came to Job in the depths. You see where he says, "I know that my redeemer lives." If you and I are coming to the place of real spiritual revelation and effectiveness, it will be in the depths of experience.
Q. What are the outstanding things that the Lord has said to you in this conference? How has the Lord been dealing with you?
Miss Gerster: I feel that if the Lord cannot raise a really true spiritual prayer ministry among the Lord's people everywhere, it will be very hard for the Lord's people now, because of the tremendous conflicts which are becoming more and more intense and which cannot be met alone. Also what I learned is that conditions on the mission field are such that with that which the Lord's missionary children have, they cannot meet the need now, and they do not know why. They seek to be loyal and true to the Lord, try to preach the gospel fully and truly, but they are up against things they cannot explain. A missionary servant in Damascus, a very fine young man, ministered among young people and became exceedingly distressed because there was tremendous antagonism raised against him among the Moslems because he had some success. And then he gave way; he only fought up to a certain point, and he felt so alone in the country and the missionary friends did not stand with him. They would rather he should escape than seek the Lord's interests, because the Moslems tried to kill him, or to get at his reputation, and the thing became so dangerous they asked him to leave the compound. A further incident regards one who in the mosque denied his faith in Islam and the whole family was baptised. He was steadfast in the faith for about three years and then the hostility was so terrific that he could not bear it any longer because he had no fellowship. He is going or has gone back to the Moslems and denied everything. He is a broken man because he cannot be a real Moslem and is not a Christian. There is a tremendous need for real prayer fellowship.
P.W.F. We were mentioning the necessity for there being fellowships of prayer, symphonised groups of the Lord's children who can come together and lay hold in intercession for the strengthening of isolated members of the Body and for the whole of the ministering company of the Lord's servants who are so under-equipped. That is the point. Prayer ministry should be the outcome of these days.
Miss Featherstone: There is a great need to pray for our missionary brothers and sisters; earnest devoted servants of God, but not equipped. As we have been saying, as God is showing me these days, eyes need to be opened to see these things they are up against, and what God has provided to meet that need. Especially to see what the Lord has provided. Many are willing to receive, and are sincere before God.
T.A.-S. Do you feel there are many who are open to receive light on this matter?
Miss Featherstone: I know of one little group of half a dozen people. When I see how God had been preparing my heart, and I believe that there is that same sense of need though not discussed, not expressed, but I think it is there. We have problems that we cannot express. Another thing. It has been partly expressed this afternoon, I believe that we have suffered and perhaps have been barren in results because of our isolation. Although associated nominally, we have been quite alone in the interior of China without any solid prayer backing. Many know us and pray for us, but there has not been a Body, a band who have really taken us. Perhaps this is the key to a great deal of suffering because of lack of results and a sense of shortcoming in the profession among God's children. God has given us to see and know the victory of Calvary for our own life and service or we could not have remained; so up against things that we would have been off the field long ago. We have had the assurance that some are behind when we are there for the Lord and many times we have claimed deliverance from physical danger on those lines, that we were there for the Lord Jesus Christ and we claimed that territory for Him.
S.A. That brings up the question of going forth.
Miss Featherstone: I am associated with the Baptist church and Miss Taylor is not associated with that. God is showing me that we cannot be freelances.
T.A.-S. If that testimony of laying hands on those who go out and letting them go, which is so clear in the Word, really did mean what it is supposed to mean, it does mean that the whole assembled company at that time relate themselves to that going forth. The idea of ordaining people to the ministry in an ecclesiastical formal way is missing the whole mark, for that testimony is undoubtedly the declaration of the fact that this ministry is not the ministry of those individuals, but it is our ministry as a whole. And if we follow that out to the full, every movement of those going forth would be followed in definite prayer with the Lord continually. I think there is a need for a great deal of strengthening in that testimony. You see, if that is the Lord's order, any freelance kind of thing is completely contrary to it, and what is more, anything freelance in the church which is His Body rids the individual of their adequate covering, because if hands are laid on the head, there is a spiritual meaning in that in bringing that head under the covering of the Body, under the Headship of the Lord Jesus. That act is spiritually intended to bring those people into line, under cover of the Head. If they go freelancing they have not that covering; they are exposed. And you find that the independence of a freelance person gets an awful lot of knocking about and sometimes smashing. The reason is that a principle (the law of the Body) has been violated.
T.A.-S. And that raises the other question as to whether the Lord is not seeking again to recover His order unto effectiveness, because coming up into the heavenlies into spiritual position is not our coming up as individuals, it is coming into line with the Lord's heavenly order of the Body. This authority in Christ is corporate, so that you have to recognise the laws of the Body and abide by them in order to get into the place of power. And if they are neglected or violated, then there is some weakness and some measure of defeat and loss. That is what impressed our brother Imberg last month. The thing that saved the situation for him was the coming to the realisation of the corporate nature of the thing. And he was full of it, that his ministry was not isolated, but a corporate ministry. And it put him in a strong position when he recognised that.
T.A.-S. This helps us to recognise that authority in Christ is not the authority of the individual and we cannot individually exercise it. It is only the prerogative of the Body of Christ and the Body is represented in a company even two, or three, yet it is corporate in principle.
Q. If as an individual you recognise and take your stand?
A. T.A.-S. Yes, but one feels you need to be in very definite prayer relation with children of God along that line somehow somewhere. The Lord would still call for the specific backing. You could recognise that every child of God was with you and in that general way claim the fellowship of the Body, but there is something other and more specific than that, that is to a company of people who represent that Body who are specifically related so that you are of this company. And that specific company hear all your burdens; you cannot tell all the Body, so it is this specific company. There has to be responsibility for you somewhere spiritually. This is a point to recognise in your fresh going forth to China.
T.A.-S. I do not think it can be overemphasised that the authority is not to be exercised, wielded, by one individual. It is not that the authority of the Lord is committed to you or me and we go through the world in His Name commanding things. The authority is committed to the church, and in our relationship with the Body of Christ, as we remain in cover, hidden. The authority may be exercised, but some of us know from practical experience that it is a mighty dangerous thing to seek to wield that authority in an isolated way. It comes back on you. There is a place of cover and that is the reason why the Lord does not punish you and me; we do what we know, but we find ourselves ultimately in a position that we cannot go on any more. He shows us we are out of gear, out of order, and that is the nature of the Body and means to some of us that we have to come in under cover.
L.O. Do you think there has to be a recognition - "I will give unto thee the authority." The authority always remains with Him, the Head, and through a recognition of that authority in Him you have to wait for the Lord's time and exercise that authority, and only as the Spirit rises up. It is He Who rises up in the spirit. In the case of Paul, he knew the authority of Christ but he had to wait until that movement of the Lord Himself. Some say, "I have the authority in Christ". It is not that person, it is with the Lord, and until it is His moment, there is not that rising of the Lord Himself.
T.A.-S. You cannot exercise it willy-nilly and think because there is a situation, you ought to deal with it. So many people say, "Why don't you deal with it?" You cannot very often. And the enemy draws you out and keeps you occupied with a case and makes a fool of you and you try to deal with that case, and clear up that case - you have been drawn out. At one time I very rarely opened my mouth on the subject before there was a "case" waiting for me and I was tied up with "a case" and it was such a mess and mixture that it would take weeks and months to get to the bottom of the thing. The enemy tried to get me out on this. You cannot deal with anything willy-nilly as it comes along. You have to have the Lord's own uprising within in a thing of this nature. That is dealing with authority in a specific way, but recognise in Christ there is the authority; the church has the authority in Christ, but by the movement of the Spirit.
G.P. An incident mentioned here of a gathering at Loughton, one of this company was about to respond to the Lord's call to give himself up for service and is leaving for a special course of training. Before he goes the friends feel they want the other friends to recognise their responsibility for him and so they have convened a special gathering with the desire that the local company shall say that this young man is not going off on his own, but they as local friends have a responsibility. The only bond they come together on - they are scattered among the local churches - it looks as though it is a movement to constitute a company and out from that company to allow one and another to go out on ministry; they need to be formed into something more concrete.
Chapter 11 - The Whole Armour of God (continued)
We have been on one theme, one great objective of the Lord for this time we believe: the securing of His company of overcomers to break through with Him at the end. And we have since been occupied with the pathway to the throne of the overcomer.
Now just one hurried step back to try and get you into the practical line on this matter before we take the next step. We have Ephesians before us and we have come to see that the position of the believer in Christ is in the heavenlies according to the mind of God: actually so far as the Lord Jesus is concerned, spiritually so as to the Lord's mind for us, but not always experimentally so, so far as we are concerned. And it is with a view to our realising our place in the heavenlies and fulfilling our spiritual ministry and vocation, and accomplishing our spiritual warfare there, that we are here at this time in these hours of contemplation.
We have been, in the earlier hours of these days in which it has not been possible for most of you to be present, we have been speaking very much about the necessary work of the cross in us in order that we might realise that position and effectually function there; the necessity for the cross to cut off from us and cut us off from every compromising element, everything that would compromise our position and make for failure and give the enemy the ground to render all our warfare ineffective, abortive, and even to make our teaching about the heavenlies a futile and empty thing. So that while we have the doctrine and speak about the position and try to exercise ourselves along these lines, there is nothing being accomplished. The thing is not working out because in all probability there is something that is compromising us with which the cross has not been allowed to deal, upon which the cross has not been brought to bear.
In order to reach the place of effectual warfare and work, especially through prayer, there must be that stripping off and setting aside by the cross of all the elements of our natural life, all the elements of what is ourselves by nature which we might seek to utilise in spiritual things, but which could never serve spiritual ends. It means the stripping off of all elements of this world-system as means and methods and such like, of trying to accomplish the work of God; the motives and ambitions which are worldly in their essence and in their nature. These all have to be set aside by the cross and we have to come to a place of absolute transparency spiritually where it is all the Lord and none of ourselves. Even that strength of our own will and determination, the strength of our own self-life as such by nature, has to be set aside or it will be broken, and in the breaking our testimony will break down. So often our very testimony, our claimed heavenly position goes to pieces with our being smashed; the two things go together. They are both broken together if we have tried to maintain or fulfill the testimony with soul strength or soul resource. The power of a natural determination and clenching of fists is no good here and has to go and it so often is the ground of our being confused and made ashamed so that all our claims are proved to be valueless because they existed in the wrong realm. We tried to maintain them, not in the spirit, but by some other means which was natural in its source, its principle, and its constitution.
Now beloved, if you and I are alive at the time of the rapture and have not gone already; if we are alive at that moment we shall be caught up, but as we are caught up we shall be changed. And that change will be in the nature of a stripping off, it will be almost like our passing through a sieve, and that sieve will strip off from us everything mortal, everything of the old creation that remains and only our renewed spirit will pass through that sieve, to be clothed upon with our new body; it will simply be stripped off. Now, I am saying that by way of illustration, for there is a spiritual translation which precedes that. There is this coming now to our heavenly position and the same thing takes place spiritually as will then take place literally. That is, we cannot pass through to the heavenly position without going through a very fine sieve in which everything that is of ourselves and of this world is stripped off. In so far as we do carry through anything of that, we really have not reached the heavenly position, although we think we have; it is merely mental and not spiritual. It is possible for us to live in a mental heavenlies which does not work out spiritually.
It is a blessed thing to think that not one scrap of this old body of mortality can get up there, we want the Lord to make the sieve as fine as He can! Now, in us, there is the application of that spiritually. Not one fragment of this natural life can get through to the throne. You may get through theoretically, but not spiritually. In so far as the cross is appropriated and in faith placed over against every bit of that natural life, we have an understanding with the Lord that He makes that effective in us. So far as that is true, we come to spiritual ascendency, the place of power, the real heavenlies in Christ where things work. That is why so often when we tackle spiritual situations and do not get through, the Lord turns us back to deal with some element which is not in essence of Himself, something of ourselves somewhere, something of the world in spirit somewhere. He turns us back to deal with that before ever we can get on successfully and triumphantly with this issue which is at stake. We do not get through one whit to the throne only in so far as we are living, walking, moving, warring and everything else, in the Spirit, not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.
Now we have dealt with that, not in exactly the same words or manner of setting it forth, but in principle we have been much on that line in the previous messages. In a previous chapter we were speaking about the equipment for the warfare in the heavenlies as in the 6th chapter of the letter to the Ephesians - the whole armour of God - and we briefly dealt with the first three parts of that armour: the girdle of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, and the shoes of readiness in the gospel of peace. We shall almost immediately proceed to say just a little about the remaining three parts of that armour. But before doing so, I want to say just a few more words about the position in which we are here seen to be.
You notice that what is said about our position is that a position has been taken, is come to. We are seen here as not trying to get to a position, not aiming at a position, but being in a position. The earlier parts of the letter have brought in the cross in order to make that possible. That has been dealt with in chapter two. We have, through death, burial, and resurrection with the Lord Jesus, had this position made both possible and actual if those truths have really been revealed and taken by faith. So that when we get to Ephesians 6, we are in the position, or we are supposed to be in it, and we are seen here as in the position.
Now, all these wiles of the devil which are mentioned here (for all the provision made in the armour of God is against the wiles of the devil) are not intended to keep us from our position, but to bring us down out of, to pull us down, to fling us down from our position. Why do we say this? Because of the tremendous importance which lies in our knowing more about the virtue of the position alone. There is a tremendous virtue that is power about just being in position. What I mean is this. There is far too much time taken up with trying to get on top of the enemy, and we use a great deal of our strength in trying to reach up and get on top and get over, and we think that we are really fulfilling this warfare and that the whole matter of victory is a matter of getting to our position. Nothing of the kind. The whole matter of victory is to be in position and stay there. Simply being in position is a tremendously virtuous, powerful thing. I want you to get that. You see, the very suggestion that the enemy is on top, the very idea of that, that the enemy is in the ascendency may have come from him and may just be our undoing, our weakness. Before you begin to meet the enemy in warfare you have got to be in your position, and the fact that you are in your position is your main stay.
Now, when you come into this business you find people spend fifty-five minutes out of every sixty asking to be brought into position, or seeking to get in position, or, as they say, "taking position". But when you come to the warfare in Ephesians, you are already in position. You are not admitting for one moment that the enemy is in position; if you are, you are at a disadvantage at once. Our business is not now to get on top of the enemy, but to prevent him from bringing us out of our position. That is what is here. Why is all this panoply of God defensive? And I use that word in spite of the sword of the Spirit. Yet, there may be an offensive element in the sword, it is, as here, mainly a defensive thing. Why is it all so defensive, protective? One of the main weapons of the Roman soldier, which Paul must have seen, is never mentioned: the spear, the long spear - never mentioned. He must have seen it, it was an essential part of the outfit of the Roman soldier, but he does not mention it. It was essentially a thing for going out into battle; that is, the aggressive thing. It is not here. This outfit is defensive, protective in its entirety.
Now, all the wiles of the devil are intended to bring us out of our position, and we shall see that as we deal with these other matters as we go along. What is the main emphasis in this part of the chapter dealing with warfare in the heavens? Stand. It may be withstand, but it is stand. It represents position. It is position you have come to and you stand and you withstand and when you have done all, you stand, you remain. You are there before you start, you are victor on the field, and you have to remain on the field by standing and withstanding. You are not fighting to get, you are fighting in and round that. All this circles around that fact. All these things of the armour have to do with standing and being in your position. And if for one moment we can be brought to a state of mind where we admit that the enemy holds that position of ascendency, things have all gone wrong. You see this is all led up to by the fact that raised the Lord Jesus from the dead and set Him at His own right hand far above all principality and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age, but that which is to come.
He has made us to sit far above - that is not fighting to get there, that is where you are, that is your position. There is tremendous virtue in recognising your position and taking it and staying there. Oh yes, I know (and that is where the armour comes in) the enemy would make you believe otherwise, that he is in the ascendency. You come to see that armour is not given you in order to help you to get to a position of victory; it is given to help you to stand in a position and not to get there. Recognising that that is what is presented, you can go on with your armour.
The Shield of Faith
"Withal taking the shield of faith". Now, the translation is a little unfortunate and weak, and it would be far better if it was, "Now over all take the shield of faith" because the Greek word here for "shield" is not the Greek word which speaks of the little round shield you see so often in the hand of the Roman soldier, but the big shield. So here is the big shield, it is the shield which can cover the whole man, behind which he can crouch, behind which, as he holds it, almost his entire figure is hid. Over all take the shield of faith, that is the meaning here, the big shield of faith by which all the fiery darts of the evil one are met. Those fiery darts are aimed to make us yield our position, and those fiery darts are hurled against our being with the object of lodging in us something which is the opposite of faith. Seeing that it is the shield of faith then, that shield is intended to meet the opposite of faith, and the opposite of faith is doubt, fear, and uncertainty. It is a whole host of questions to bring you out of position. Get a doubt lodged in and you will find you are very soon out of fighting capacity and ability. A doubt, a little bit of unbelief, a fear lodged inside, isn't it a fiery dart?
Paul knew, evidently, something about warfare in those days, and he knew that very often enemies then dipped their darts in some liquid and then set them on fire so that they would burn the clothes of their opponent and set them on fire; darts flaming. And beloved, doesn't a little bit of doubt work like that? Doesn't a little bit of fear work like that? You get a bit of fear lodged in you and you find that a very successful wile of the devil. Oh, what a terrible thing fear is. How it does destroy the entire morale, bring you down, pursues you so that you cannot rise up, fight, stand - all your resistance is taken from you when once a bit of fear is lodged in your heart; a bit of uncertainty, a question, or half a dozen questions. And today there are many of the Lord's children put out of the fight because they have got a lot of questions about themselves, about the Lord, about all things that put them in uncertainty. Wherefore, take the big shield of faith, you need every part covering by that; you need it as much for the feet as for the head. If you are going to walk in uncertainty you are not going very far in strength. If you are going to have any uncertainty with doubts, you will be undone; you need the big shield of faith to get your whole man behind that.
The Helmet of Salvation
In our open session a question was asked about involuntary thought. When you do not definitely think, not thinking positively, thinking unto another direction, thoughts are thrust into your mind in spite of everything; you cannot help it. Those thoughts you do not want come rushing in and take hold. And we pointed out that for that, the helmet of salvation may be one of God's provisions.
But the point is, we noticed the Greek name of this thing called the "helmet" - round the head - put salvation around your head. We said with regard to the matter of, call it involuntary thought, imagination and all those things from which we need protection, I want to concentrate upon one especially of them now and only to mention it as we go on.
Here the helmet of salvation is intended to protect the head against blows, more than thrusts. The fiery darts are thrusts, but the head is the place on which you get hits, not thrusts. As a rule, in war a man with his spear, his sword, or his arrow does not aim at the head, but he aims at the head with his battle axe - you get blows, not thrusts, to knock you down, and so in another place the apostle speaks about "for a helmet, the hope of salvation". Here he says the helmet of salvation. Now, doubts and fears and such like things are darts, thrusts, which sting, burn, prick, wound; but despair, hopelessness, dejection, depression is a felling blow; something more than the burning, stinging doubt which works slowly and does not accomplish its deadly work at once, but a blow of despair brings you down like Elijah from Carmel to the Juniper tree. One blow of despair, hopelessness, lays you low very quickly and so the hope of salvation has to be put around your head as a counter to despair, to depression, and discouragement.
Discouragement doesn't take long to bring us down out of position. Why, you may be this moment right up in the highest heavens, and someone say something to you, perhaps about the message you have been giving, something unkind about the good work to which you have been giving yourself, and in a moment your spirit is down. And from the highest heights of exaltation you come to the lowest depths of discouragement by simply one blow of a word of criticism. It is the hope of salvation as a helmet. What is the hope of salvation? It can be expressed in many different words of Scripture. "I know whom I have believed" - not in whom - "I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day." Another verse is: "He who has begun a good work in you will perfect it unto the day of Christ". That is the hope of salvation. Gather up those things which express the hope of salvation. "I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish and none shall pluck them out of My hand." That is the hope of salvation. Put that around your head when discouragement, despair, or depression assail you. Practical, isn't it?
The Sword of the Spirit
Well, now we pass on to the last word and "take the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God". This too is also intended to help us in maintaining our position; not in getting it. When the Lord Jesus met the tempter in the wilderness, the tempter hurled fiery darts and aimed blows and resorted to his many wiles, but the Lord did not try to get His position over the devil by using the Word of God; He maintained His position by using it. That is why I said the sword here is defensive, but it has a positive aspect. It is the return of something positive to the enemy's hurlings. You do not just stand merely in a defensive battle and take all that comes, but from your position you return something. It is not necessary that you go rushing out to meet the enemy, you return something and you return to him the Word of God. It is the, if you like, the offensive defence; you have got to have a positive side of things. It is not just standing and receiving all that he likes to put over, but it is positively meeting that with something else, and that is the Word of God.
The Lord Jesus in the wilderness might have adopted this attitude with Satan and when Satan said this thing or that, whatever the temptation might have been, He might have said, "Alright, you say that, say it if you like, I do not mind. You can go on saying things like that if you like..." but He did not. The enemy had not just got to be allowed to feel it was all with him on his side, the Lord returned something to him which broke down his attack. It was not that the Lord necessarily went out after him and just met and fought him, but He broke down his attack by what He returned: the Word of God. You see the point? That is not receiving all and giving nothing. We have got something and have something to give away and we must be ready with the thing that effectually answers the assault.
We mentioned Luther and his answer to the accusation of the enemy, he had something suitable for the occasion and he returned it. How positively necessary it is for the man of God to be thoroughly furnished with the Word of God. All Scripture is given by inspiration and is profitable for this, that the man of God "may be thoroughly furnished unto every good work". We must know the value of the Word of God, how to use it, and have it to hand, for it is a tremendously protective defensive, delivering thing. For those who are faithful with the Word of God and do not neglect it and only go to it in emergencies, but keep the Word of God by them and read it, feed upon it, how often when pressed by the foe the Lord does give them something that delivers. How blessed it is when you are so sorely pressed, you are having the blows of depression and discouragement rained upon your head, and the fiery darts all about you of fear and uncertainty aimed at you one after the other, and you turn, as is your habit, to the Word of God, and the Lord just puts His finger on, "He shall compass me about with songs of deliverance"! You come up and you have got your position established and you have got something to stand on and you put that over.
We want to have the Word of God not only in the book, but in our hearts so that the Holy Spirit can bring up in us the thing to return in the hour of travail. There is great value in having the Word of the Lord stored up in our hearts, not just in our heads. Sometimes we forget it all, but if it is in our hearts, the Lord can bring it up; we have forgotten it, but it is there. It has been there some time, gone beyond our consciousness for the time being, but because it is there, we have been faithful with the Word, the Holy Spirit brings up that and speaks it in our heart in a time of need and that delivers us, we put that over. Have you not had an experience more than once when something the Lord had said to you long since and you had long forgotten, in an hour of deep dire need you have lifted your heart to the Lord for something to renew you, save you, in that moment the Lord has brought up that from the past and that has been the means of your deliverance. The point is to have it there to be brought up. Be faithful with the Word, give the Lord something to work on, something to bring up. "Let the Word of God dwell in you richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding."
Now, I think that is all I have to say at present. I hope it will prove really profitable. Just go back over this ground again quietly, from the cross and what has been said about the cross again, right through about the position and to the maintaining of position, how the position is maintained, because there is tremendous victory in just getting position. It is like some of those Old Testament instances, "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle, the Lord shall fight for you, ye shall hold your peace", but there was the necessity for taking position. When that was settled, the people had to take the position of praise, the people had to stand in their position before the Lord and the Lord did the rest.
You remember, "When the people began to sing and praise and to say, 'For His mercy endures for ever', the Lord sent ambushments". What does it say about the one who offers the sacrifice of praise? "He who offereth the sacrifice of praise glorifeth Me and prepareth the way whereby I can show him the salvation of God." "Opened a way..." that is the position. The virtue of position. It does not say "he that goes hammering about at the enemy glorifies Me and opens a way" etc.; in other words, it is he who takes his position and keeps it. But that is the difficulty, we are out of position many times a day for one reason or another. The Lord enable us to keep in position.
Chapter 12 - The Tactics of the Enemy
We have been occupied with the matter of the position of the saints in the heavenlies in Christ in relation to the fulfilment of the heavenly vocation now. Our thoughts have been especially concerning power by position for service and for warfare. And we have been seeking to understand that the Lord's provision for bringing us to that position; that is, the meaning of the cross, what the cross effects, and how the cross effects that ultimate thing of the position of power and authority in Christ. And then the provision of the Lord for maintaining us in that position. We have been dealing with the whole panoply of God in Ephesians 6. We were still occupied with prayer in the heavenlies by the cross, now we follow on more closely in relation to that, seeking to reach some still more practical factors. But before we get there to that point of consideration, there are several things I feel the Lord has laid on my heart to say with regard to the tactics of the enemy to bring us out of that position and to destroy our spiritual effectiveness and rob us of the power and the authority which is ours in Christ.
I am taking very familiar ground in this connection from the Old Testament in the book of Joshua. Some of those incidents in the life of the Lord's people there, which contain so much rich instruction, information and enlightenment for us in this our spiritual warfare in the heavenlies, things which, in principle represent the enemy's great successes, things which have a history of great success on his part along this line of bringing the Lord's people down. And we want to constantly know and refresh our memories about these things the enemy has found so useful and successful.
Of course we know that the supreme and all-inclusive secret of victory, ascendency, and power, is being occupied with the Lord Himself. And if we are occupied with the Lord, in a right way we shall not be ignorant of the enemy's devices. While that is foundational to everything, the Lord would have us aware of the things which the enemy uses to destroy the throne union of His own with Himself. And so we take up these two or three things again, get into the heart of them, and use their law for our own help at this time.
I am referring, as you will probably know, to those set-backs which come into the history of the Lord's people in the conquest of the land. I have three in mind: Ai, and the Gibeonites, and the wider thing of later times; the settling down in a partial conclusion of the Lord's purpose.
Now, in the first of these with regard to Ai, the movement of the enemy was very subtle indeed. Of course we see the external facts of this thing. We know on the face of it why it was that defeat came, but I am not quite sure that we have recognised what was really at the heart of this thing. If the Lord would just show us that, I think it would be very helpful. You see, what happened really was not just that the people in the enthusiasm resultant from Jericho's great victory rushed headlong into the next thing, that is a feature which lies on the surface, but it was not just that, there was something far deeper, far more subtle in the thing than that, for here the enemy entered into an alliance with the Lord's people by reason of an opening which they gave him in the hour of success.
He sought to frustrate the Divine purpose by adopting the Divine plan. To say that, of course, is at once to see that there is something deep in that, that if the enemy will adopt the Divine purpose, that is a very subtle thing; he knew quite well what the situation was. He knew, for instance, that God's time had come for the dispossessing of the Canaanites of that land. He knew quite well that that was the purpose of God and that the time had come for that. He knew that the Canaanites, for the most part, were conscious of being up against the supreme and ultimate issue. He knew that some open opposition to the purpose of God, out in the open, would be of little avail. He knew that in the long run that would not succeed - just open antagonism would not accomplish the end. That had been made perfectly clear. He knew that the very nature of Jericho's conquest was evidence that God was in this thing, and this was God's purpose and God's time, and merely to oppose the thing directly would be futile. How then can he best frustrate the Divine purpose? By adopting the plan. How did he adopt it? He found a man who was uncrucified, a man whose flesh had not come under the cross, a man who still had fleshly interests, personal interests, perhaps even in the Lord's work, who had his own secret ambitions. And in the flush of the success over Jericho the people had exposed themselves and the enemy had been able to put his agent into their next movement. They simply went on on the crest of the wave of this great Jericho success. And as they went on, Achan was the enemy's point of vantage. And by getting that uncrucified man in, the enemy virtually captured the situation for himself.
You see the enemy act, he goes with them now to Ai; that is the point. He has adopted the plan to frustrate the purpose. The enemy always goes where an uncrucified one goes. One is the enemy's vantage ground and if the enemy cannot succeed by open antagonism, animosity, hostility, he will join in the forces with some uncrucified flesh and go with it, sure that by that means he will wreck the enterprise. Have you not seen that thing at work?
God has a pure thing as at Jericho, and the beginnings of the thing are so gloriously in evidence of the Lord. It is of the Lord, man is not in it, and while it is so, the advance is unchecked, it is wonderful. But then the enemy does not come out always to withstand that in the open; that would be a fruitless thing when a thing is only of God. When it is of the Lord, there is not much hope for him, he has more wisdom than that, but what he seeks to do is to get into that the uncrucified flesh, uncrucified men or women who have secretly at heart personal interests which, when the opportunity affords, they will take hold of things and turn them to their own account. And thus the enemy has allied himself with a movement of God by that agency and the thing is destroyed; just trying to get in something or someone that has not come under the cross, and then by that very alliance with the thing of God, bringing disaster into that thing of God.
So Achan is uncrucified flesh; the compromising instrument, the means of compromising the Lord's people, and the opportunity or occasion for the enemy to get him in was the presumption of the Lord's people, that they were taking things for granted. Taking things for granted, that because the Lord had so successfully blessed them at Jericho and was with them so manifestly there, now a continuance of power was unconditional. That is always a subtle snare.
The continuance of power is not unconditional. You cannot presume upon God, you cannot take anything for granted in this matter, you have got to recognise that you must come back to the Lord every time for every fresh step. There must be a fresh yielding of heart, clearing of the ground, and making sure that you can take the second step on exactly the same basis as you took the first: that you are in exactly the same position for the next move as you were in the last one, and that it is the Lord and there is no fleshly element in this thing at all.
Now, it is not always a matter of persons. It may be persons; the enemy puts in very often a person uncrucified that becomes the compromising factor. But Achan can also represent that principle that when the Lord has blessed you and signally owned the movement and there has been triumph, there is just that very danger of our going on in some human enthusiasm, some natural gusto, something that is not the Lord altogether, and we take hold of things to carry them on ourselves instead of recognising that it was the Lord that did that last thing, and we cannot take on what the Lord did and do it ourselves. That is a peril just at the point of success. So often we presume to go on in the strength of the success instead of the strength of the Lord.
Now there is another thing to recognise: that while the Lord's purpose is fixed, the Lord's tactics change from time to time. The Lord's methods change from time to time. The purpose is established, but the ways vary. And what may be for Jericho, may not be for Ai as to a method. For Ai it may not be the silent walking round. And so we cannot assay or presume to just move in every situation and proposition in the same way as we did on the last, assuming that God is going to deal with this next situation in exactly the same way as He did with that. The Lord would call us back to see what His way is for this and it may differ very greatly from that. And by changing His methods He makes it necessary for us to get fresh light and consult Him about every new occasion and keep in close touch with Him to know what His way is for this. We have to recognise the truth that the Lord does not always follow the same procedure. He may vary His procedure from time to time and therefore, the very closest touch with Him and spiritual intelligence, is essential.
Now, they took it for granted that the same thing happened for Ai as for Jericho and, presuming on that, simply went forward. And that presumption was the open door for the enemy to compromise the whole position and bring about disaster. The peril is reliance upon a former experience as a source of power, and that is fatal. We must rely on the Lord, not upon experience. We must keep in touch with the Lord and not take our experiences as the source of our power. The Lord is our power, not our experience. How often we have found that a great experience we once had, if we try to work on the strength of it again, has let us down. Our experience is not our power. It is the Lord who is our power and we have got to have fresh experiences, and never come to the point where we make our experience the criterion, but where we are always dependent upon the Lord. Therein are some very important factors as leading to the maintenance of position.
Satan affiliates with the good that he cannot defeat. So often when he has been unable to destroy by open assault, he has destroyed by sweet subterfuge. The man or woman whom he cannot break by persecution he often destroys by deception. The church has very often been defeated, not by persecution which she has received, but by the deception which has crept in at the back-door, and presumption is a back-door wide open, giving the opportunity. We must not be occupied with our experience, but with the Lord.
Now we will look at the second case of checking the purpose of God in the case of the Gibeonites. We may say that the Lord's people here were pulled down out of their position and checked in their spiritual conquest by sentiment instead of being maintained by discernment.
The Gibeonites represent sentimental elements which blind the eyes and obscure the will of God. They knew the time had come, they knew that open hostility would eventually prove futile, they knew that they stood no chance of success along the line of openly withstanding these people. They were in terror; what would they do? They will make an alliance with these people to save themselves. Thus they will get protection from their own country folk who otherwise would turn against them; thus, secretly working, the enemy would gain the advantage he was seeking of countering the purpose of God. And you know their story, how they work in a cunning way, put on old clothes, worn-out shoes and mouldy bread in their bags, and come to the leaders of Israel and tell them their pathetic story. They had come on a very long journey, they had heard about these people, they knew the Lord was with them, they knew it was no use putting up a fight and they wanted to come to an agreement with them and have a working co-operation and understanding: "Here we are, you see, we have come all this long way, tired out, worn out, simply because we recognise what a wonderful people you are." And the leaders of Israel looked upon them and said in effect, "You poor creatures, we are sorry for you; you have had a hard time...". They were captured by the sentimental side of things, by the sight of the eyes and the appeal to the ears, along the line of the senses.
Instead of going back to the Lord and saying, "Lord this seems awfully pathetic, we do not want to be harsh, cruel and unkind, we do not want to seem unjust, but what shall we do about it Lord? Are we being compromised by this thing in any way? Do we sacrifice liberty by taking another line? What should we do?" Instead of holding it before the Lord and getting spiritual discernment, they fell into the trap and were captured along the line of sentimentality. Now, beloved, that is not an uncommon thing among the Lord's people.
There are quite a number of similar disasters instanced in the Word of God. I think of dear Jonathan. Jonathan whom the Lord spiritually linked with king David in a wonderful way, he who went with his father, Saul, and allowed a natural relationship to take the place of a spiritual relationship; allowed something along the line of nature, perhaps in the affectional realm, to keep him from what God wanted for him. What a great thing it would have been if Jonathan had been in the place of Joab for the rest of David's life! And he ought to have been there. Surely that was God's will for David, and Jonathan missed the way and died upon the high places with Saul in a day of shame. It was one of Israel's darkest days. I think of Absalom and David. Absalom the murderer, and David's clinging to Absalom along purely sentimental lines and bringing him back without any repentance for his foul deed. What was the consequence? We know the tragedy. Instead of dealing with this thing before God on a basis of God's will, he allowed sentimental elements to influence his procedure with disastrous results.
You know Elisha was very near disaster on the same ground. When the Lord had met Elijah, spoken to him, He said, "Now go and anoint Elisha to be prophet in thy stead" and Elijah went and saw Elisha plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he threw his mantle over him and passed on, and Elisha said, "Suffer me first to go and kiss my father." Elijah said, "What have I done to you? Return, go back". So I see his conscience awaken, his heart smote him, and it says nothing of his going back to kiss his father. But he slew the yoke of oxen, made a feast for his men and went after Elijah. There was a moment of peril along a sentimental line and that might have robbed him of all that God meant for him. And the Lord Jesus Himself brings us into touch with a case like this, "Suffer me first to go and say farewell". "Suffer me first to bury my father." "He that loveth father, or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me." "He that putting his hand to the plough looketh back is not fit for the kingdom of God." And that look back was on a sentimental point, you see. The Gibeonites represent that principle.
Thank God we have instances of the opposite in the Word of God. Abraham always stands out prominently on the other side. No sentimental element comes in to stop him offering his only, and well beloved, son. And if we know Jephthah at all, we must honour him on this very principle, that he had come to a covenant with God and no sentimental element would allow him to break that covenant. He went all the way. Now you see the point.
If we admit a sentiment into the realm of our lives in relation to God's purpose, we will become involved in an awful mix up, in a mess. What we have got to get down on is the principle of the will of God. Now that is the strength, even if it costs everything. First of all, not how can we patch things up and save the situation, that you can get round this and achieve the end by some kind of understanding. No, that is not it. Are we in any way going to be hampered in doing the will of God by any such considerations? First of all let us stand right back from all sentimental considerations, all affectional considerations. This principle is very often pressed home by the Lord. Very often something very dear to us on this earth becomes the occasion of a terrific battle and we try to get through and we try to exert our position of authority and power in a certain realm where our affairs are and nothing happens. We cannot get through, the thing does not yield and the Lord sifts us out on that thing until our own interests in that have been entirely eliminated and withdrawn. And we come to the position where we say, "Well, if You want that thing, I let that go. I let it go to You". When we in nature have got clear of this thing, and these natural, affectional elements circling round the situation and it is a clear issue of the will of God whatever it costs, then we have a clear way through with the Lord and He has a clear way through with us, and very often the power is liberated and the thing is done. But so often an issue is held up indefinitely until we have dealt with our own feelings about that and our own interests in it. We have got to bring our Isaac right to the altar. We do not know what Abraham did on the way - it may be a long process of eliminating personal feelings, and personal interests, the sentimental, before we get a clear issue and then the Lord can come in. It does work. It is a very real thing.
So there is the need of taking a thing and examining it before the Lord instead of judging it on the surface and allowing sentimental elements to come in and influence us in our conduct. If we do that, we shall find that these things are thorns in our sides; the very things we loved and clung to, the things we would not let go, perhaps because they meant so much to us. And we say, "Oh Lord, if You would give that opportunity again, however bitter it might be, we would take another course". There is that withholding from the Lord which involves us in eternal regret though we may keep that thing. You see the need of discernment for maintaining our position. The subtle snare that the enemy hides - our own heart and our own judgments - the form in which that is presented to us is the sentimental.
Now the third thing is that which came in when Israel had had many and great successes and had got the greater part of the land and then they slacked off. It was the danger associated with the consciousness of being in a position of power. That, again, is a very real danger and a subtle snare - a consciousness of being in a position of power and resting upon it in a wrong way as though that were ours. We have come to a position, very blessed to have come to the position, we know the value of the position, maintaining that position, but begin to take the position for granted. And if we allow complacency and satisfaction to come in, to lead us to drop the fighting attitude, then we are caught.
You see, they got so far, and it says that the inhabitants of the land had chariots of iron and strongholds in the hills, and the people say, "Oh well, do not let us bother about them, we have got all this territory, we are in a strong position, we have proved the Lord, we know where we are, it does not matter about them up there". But it does matter, and it was proved by three hundred years of weakness and failure. The whole tragic period of the Judges was resultant from getting to a point of power which was allowed to bring in a measure of satisfaction and complacency, and led them to drop the fight. The enemy paid tribute to them instead of being wiped out. And I am not sure that he minds paying a bit of tribute and by doing that, putting off the ultimate issue. I mean that the enemy does not mind paying a bit of tribute to preserve strongholds. He does not mind letting us feel that we are in a position of power and pandering to it if only he can stop us taking the stronghold, and destroying the chariots of iron. He knows that in the long run the advantage is with himself and it is only a matter of time. It is not for us a matter of just weakening the enemy's power, it is a matter of destroying it. The Lord calls us individually not to stop short of the ultimate thing, and with our first vision of this series in view, the dispossessing of the enemy of the heavenlies as the final thing, the church goes right on. And that does not happen until the man child is caught up to the throne and he and his angels are cast down and "there is no more place found for them in heaven". Until that time comes, you and I cannot stop the fight, we can accept nothing less than the full thing.
Now I want to add just a few words beyond that as to the exercising of the position down here, the throne power as put into operation in practical ways in the Lord.
First of all we must remember that it is a matter of an attitude definitely taken, an attitude in the Lord, in the heavenlies as with Him there in the throne of His Father. That is the Ephesian position, an attitude taken, and it has to be a definite attitude. That attitude may be from time to time of a different character. It may be a matter of working, or it may be a matter of waiting; whichever may be the necessity at the time. It is either; one is just as effective as the other. Sometimes it is working, definite active operation as from the throne. Sometimes it is a mighty effectiveness of waiting on God. The attitude of waiting. Faith is being tried, but here, faith in its trial maintaining its attitude, its position and not yielding is in itself not the means, but the occasion of the victory. The Lord comes by way of tried and proved faith very often, and the Lord does not exempt us from that necessity, sometimes by a direct action from the throne. There is a speedy issue, but sometimes an attitude has to be taken towards a situation and faith has to grimly hold on and be subjected to tests and trials over an extended period, and that is no less effective than the direct action, if the faith is maintained. And the Lord comes through the faith which stands, just as much as through action which is encouraging.
Take Hebrews 11 and you have the company of those who triumphed by faith. You can divide that list up into two companies - those who wrought and those who waited - and faith was equally triumphant in both. There were those who did things directly by faith, but there were those who simply stood their ground by faith, not accepting deliverance. But they are all equally the heroes of faith, they were all overcomers, they all equally broke the power of the enemy, they all equally reached the throne, they all equally knew spiritual ascendency, they all equally will be there with the Lord at the end: the wroughters and the waiters! Do not let us think that when the present prevailing necessity is to take an attitude and a position of faith towards a situation and simply hold our ground, that that is necessarily something less than tackling that situation in authority and having it cleared up at once. Very often we are discouraged along that line. We sometimes tackle the thing directly and there is another result, and another time we try to tackle the thing in that way and we wonder, what is wrong now; the thing is by faith and the issue will be the same as the other. This is a principle that is important and true to experience. Sometimes we go straight at a thing in the Name of the Lord and we get an issue, another time we go at a thing and we do not get an issue, and the question then is: are we going to stand our ground of faith in God for that thing, perhaps over a prolonged test where faith is sorely assailed. So that it is a matter of an attitude, not the immediate issue but the attitude taken that counts.
And then finally, there are the two methods of exercising the authority in the Lord; ever and always in and by the Holy Spirit, as energised by Him, not mechanically, not professionally, so to speak, not simply because we are Christian workers, but as energised by the Holy Spirit. The one is the prayer of faith. What is that? Well, Mark 11 tells us this: "Whatsoever ye pray and ask for believe that ye (not receive, notice the tense) received them and ye shall have them". The prayer of faith; direct action. That is going a long way isn't it? And the second thing, the command of faith - Mark 11 again. Those direct commands of faith. There is the prayer of faith and there is the command of faith. "Ye shall say...".
Now I think that all that remains for me to say at this moment is that such a position is one which is kept very much in view in the Word of the Lord. The Old Testament is full of it, or perhaps one ought to say, has many outstanding and conspicuous illustrations of it. Moses on several occasions is seen in this position in Egypt before Pharaoh. He is in that position at the Red Sea, he has the rod of authority, "What is that in thine hand?" "Lift up thy rod", and the Lord does not act from heaven independently of an instrument on earth, He brings that instrument on earth into fellowship with Himself in His throne and puts into the hand of that instrument the symbol of His authority and says, "Now you go as Me", "I have made you as God unto this people". So close is the fellowship that this thing that is done is the doing of the Lord, though it is done through an instrument, but it is the Lord.
Again, Moses with Aaron and Hur on the mountain, in the same position. The rod of authority lifted up and maintained is the Lord operating down there on the field of battle. Joshua came into this position and the Lord directed him to direct his javelin towards Ai and while Joshua kept that javelin, Israel prevailed. There is that instrument of authority directed in that way and God is moving by the hand of Joshua. Elijah comes into the same position. "As the Lord liveth before whom I stand there shall not be rain on the earth but according to my word." And these were not instances of men being in special ecclesiastical official office positions. Elijah was a man of like passions with us and he prayed.
And the Lord did not say to His disciples, because they were in a special position, official position and capacity, that He gave them authority. They represented the church and it is for the church. This is the position to which the Lord would bring the members of His Body, as members of His Body in relation to Himself as Sovereign Head, into the position of Ephesians 1, into the work of Ephesians 6. Ephesians 1 and 6: "Hath raised Him and set Him at His own right hand far above all principality, and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is named not only in this world but also in that which is to come"; "Hath made us to sit with Him in the heavenlies", now.
Our wrestling is in the heavenlies and it is in Him in that above position above. The Lord does not regard this merely as a theory, as a system of doctrine. He looks at it as something which should have a very practical outworking. And I think in these messages He has sought to bring us again face to face with the position in which He would have us, and from that position with the work that He would accomplish and the ends that He would realise. May He give us exercise of heart in relation to this, that we may come to be the effective executive instrument of the Lord as from His throne to govern His interests.
Chapter 13 - Open Question & Answer Session 4
Initials of those giving answers (where known) refer to:
T.A.-S. - Theodore Austin-Sparks
P.W.F. - P. W. Faunch
G.P. - George Paterson
G.T. - George Taylor
Remarks from various people: The Lord has said, "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me", and I would like to praise God for leading me here. I have felt very hungry for some time and this conference was the desire of my heart at the beginning of the year - the Lord has opened the way unexpectedly for me to come here. And I do take my place with the Lord in His throne-life and trust Him to work it out.
The thing is the faith position the Lord wants us to take; He will work it out afterwards.
Another thought is that the throne life is entered into by a step of faith and the armour of God is not to get to a position, but to maintain and hold it.
The overcomer: one standing in the open door - an attempt being made to close the door of service, but strength asked to maintain this for His glory. "I have set before thee an open door".
If anything has been made clear, it is that it is necessary for this faith step to be taken. Failing that, all that has been coming through in this conference will go as doctrine and teaching and will be of no practical value until we have taken that step.
These days have meant a great deal. One impression is that a great deal of what has come to us, especially along the line of the unveiling of the wiles of the enemy and the attempt to get us out of our position, have been interpretive of experience. The Lord has been putting into words on a Scriptural basis what has been happening in a good many of our experiences; putting into words what we have been finding out to our own utter humiliation: the wiliness and craftiness of the enemy and our unwatchfulness, the coming of the Gibeonites and the natural conclusion and that we do not enquire of the Lord. By one step out of direct dependence upon the guidance of the Lord we commit ourselves to a course of conduct, of action, or of fellowship that may bring us into a limitation of what the Lord would have brought us into. Then, on the other hand, what to do about that is, as has already been emphasised, again to take the faith position, to assert in faith our position in the Lord and retake what may have been the ground lost. That is a little more difficult than taking the first faith position. If you have taken a position and you have gone out from that position and in the battle you have been beaten out of it, it is less easy for you to retake that position than when the first revelation came to you. There comes in the necessity for that Spirit energised faith that takes the stand.
P.W.F. The Lord has been showing also, crystallizing again, that specific ministry, the objective of our testimony. And it has been surely to those of us who have ears to hear, a clarion call to a specific ministry in prayer and testimony. And the responsibility upon you and me is tremendous, what we have heard and seen, we must obey.
Q. A question I have been expecting. Supposing we see the position and by faith we stand in the position, and in the course of standing there comes a particular thing, a snare of the devil because of unwatchfulness or that we are not as crucified as we ought to be, by some reason or other we fail in maintaining the throne position, what do we do? It was a very real problem to me. The Lord led some of us to take this position years ago and I remember the problem that came when I realised I had failed.
A. G.T. It is not our victory, it is the Lord's victory we are standing in, and it is not a case of getting back into a position by any effort or merit on our part. All we have to do is to put ourselves right with the Lord and we are back in the throne, we can again exercise our ministry. Once we are there, once we come to our realisation and maintain our fellowship with the Lord there, that is ever our position. If we fail, our object is to get right with the Lord and we are back in the throne. There is not an extra effort required if you have got right with the Lord, to get yourself back in the throne; it is one and the same thing because the Lord's position for you is in the throne.
P.W.F. The effort is, as it were, to believe that you really are seated together with Christ in the heavenlies.
G.T. Perhaps I was not clear in giving an explanation of what it was in my own case that got me out of my throne position. One had a controversy with the Lord, there was some issue in my own life with the Lord that really amounted to this: although I had yielded myself to the cross I came to that place where I was preventing the cross working in a certain portion of my life; I withheld something from the Lord. I got back into the throne by getting right with the Lord, I had to yield that ground, the cross had to have full and complete sway over every bit. Once that was done I was back in the throne.
G.P. That presupposes you had recognised who the Lord was in the fulness of His Person. There might be some who have not adequately appreciated the Lord.
G.P. I feel for myself a very real reminder from the Lord that the essential thing above everything else is to believe God in this way. We have heard much of the wiles of the devil, how he seeks to bring us down and we recognise the Lord allows him liberty to exercise his wiles in order that he may, if we are bring-downable, to bring us down. It is the Lord's way to strengthen us. It is not always easy, in the day when the enemy is allowed to do his work, to believe the Lord is the Lord. Before this conference some of us were tremendously conscious of a very real withstanding and spiritual difficulty on one issue particularly, that of the sickness of our little friend. We brought ourselves to a standstill; we were adopting an attitude which is unbelief. One could pray and pray and seek to fight through to a position and, because having taken that position in prayer the thing did not instantly manifest itself, we would pray against that thing instead of taking the position that the thing is done, however much may be exhibited afterwards, we have to believe God now. And if the Lord allows the circumstances or the enemy liberty that seems to contradict the fact, here I must believe God. He allowed the circumstances to arise to give the ground for our own activity and caused the circumstances out of which the very message of this conference has come. Believe God, no matter what the circumstances look like, and the enemy is beneath our feet in the Lord.
Unknown: Yet that wants analysing a little more. Such times of conflict are fruitful. It is perhaps a little doubtful, open to question, whether you could have taken that position right at the beginning of the battle and said, "This thing is finished" at the first sign when the battle was raging. That battle was allowed in order to bring you somewhere in order that you might stand in a victory, and there was more than one thing bound up with that battle. The Lord had several big things that He was aiming at through that battle and it was not until perhaps other things that were not immediately the cause you were concentrating upon, other things bound up with it, got clear. It is not always when the battle starts you can say, "This is finished" in the Lord. You must say, "What is the Lord after?" And it is not until you get that and say that is the thing, the occasion, the reason for it. I made a note in my notebook which I think comes right into that very realm. We never got peace in a situation of trouble, distress or trial, a difficult situation, we never get the place of ascendency until the Lord has got us to the place which He has in view for us by allowing that situation to arise. Now a whole situation is churned up, tremendously trying, full of suffering, difficulty. At once you ask the Lord to give you peace in these threatening, grave possibilities, you seek the Lord to put peace in your heart and yet you find yourself constantly not only assailed, but overcome by fears and dreads and you cannot put them off. They haunt you and follow you round, and some of the waves get inside your boat! Now, you do not get the ascendency of peace until you have come to the spiritual position the Lord wants you to come to by reason of that trouble, and that trouble simply forces you up to the position and has the effect of bringing you to ascendency although the situation has not changed. It is first of all to get the meaning of a situation before you get the ascendency over it. You cannot say when a thing starts, "Now that is finished", because the Lord is Lord and He has spared the devil to be His instrument to rush us up into some position. When He allows the enemy to rampage, it is only to bring us to a position, or make us in a new way assert our position. Strength of spirit in a new emphasis is only a new position spiritually. We want to become strong in spirit and we become that by being driven into it.
T.A.-S. That takes me back to another thought. Speaking about the difficulty of recovering a lost position, what do we do? It is very precious to reflect upon the faithfulness of the Lord. If the Lord has called you to something and has brought you there at some time, and for no deliberate reason, not because you have with forethought, premeditation, or by deliberate letting go lost that position, the Lord is so faithful with you that He will put you into the most difficult and painful situation to get you back. I was thinking about the difference between the Ai situation and the later one. The Lord was prompt in His faithfulness with the Ai situation because of the particular form of the difficulty where the people were not themselves all that responsible for what happened. Achan was the devil's instrument put in among the people to be his foothold in Israel, and although the Lord held the people responsible for eliminating the Achan element of uncrucified flesh, the Lord's faithfulness was very prompt because of the nature of the coming down. But when the whole people later on simply dropped into a state of passivity in spite of Joshua's entreaties to take full possession, when they got into that state of acceptance and satisfaction, the Lord's faithfulness seems to have been put back into another realm. You do not see it promptly coming out in the same way and you have the three hundred years of the Judges with those breaks of Gideon, Samson and others. He has so much more difficulty and it takes so much longer and is so much more doubtful when there is a complicity with the situation by the Lord's people. But if you are not deliberately responsible for the thing, the Lord comes in very faithfully to act in a swift, drastic way to set you back into position. It is a great thing to reflect upon the faithfulness of the Lord and we must see that if we do lose our position in which we have been, we have to count on the Lord's faithfulness and believe the Lord to bring us back to position again. The faithfulness of God has been very much with me of late.
Q. Are there times when, having lost a position, it may need another to get alongside you in order to re-take and get through?
A. Seeing the Ephesian position is corporate in real effectiveness, it is the church in the heavenlies, if one member suffers all the members suffer with it, one would feel the dropping out of one member would be the occasion for the others coming in to help that one back.
Q. (cont.) At times when the accuser would get on top and the only way is to get another believer right in with you and deal with it before the Lord?
A. T.A.-S. That's the object of the armour bearer.
Q. How would you explain the need if already in the throne?
A. T.A.-S. Doctrinally, and in the thought of God, you are in Christ in the heavenlies, but experimentally you are not. The fact is you are not; and you have got to come to where you are! There is a difference between our placing in the Lord Jesus and our enjoyment and experience and functioning in our place, and if you are not enjoying it, or experiencing it, or functioning there, you are as good as out of it. The ultimate fact that we are in the heavenlies in Christ is unchanged in the mind of the Lord - it's a position we can always claim, the working virtue of it we can claim. The Lord can only bring you there as you take your position. It is a whole lifetime progressive getting there experimentally. Passing through the sieve.
Q. In order to be effective in prayer, we were told that we must pray with a true conception of what God is doing in world events. During the time that we are seeking to know what God is after - for me that has taken a long time - is there an attitude we can take up in prayer which will be effective while we are trying to know what God is doing? When you say "dispensationally" you do not mean that applies to everything that we go to the Lord about?
A. T.A.-S. The first part of the answer to that enquiry is that we stand in faith with the Lord in prayer, for His purpose. We were saying you cannot pray to the Lord to upset His prophetical programme and stop the war in China if that should be a part of His prophetical programme. You go to Him and say, "This is a part of the order of things (if you see that it is) we do not seek to have the fixed order upset but we do want to know what this means for You. At present we do not see quite clearly what it is, but we stand strongly for Your interests in this thing and for what You are after. We stand with You and ask to be given light, as far as we are to have it, as to what You are after in this thing so that we can intelligently co-operate in prayer in the Spirit towards that end." The beginning is, nevertheless to stand in the Lord for His interests and the protection of His interests in a thing like that - the securing of His ends. And then, perhaps there will begin to filter through something the Lord is sovereignly doing by which means He could not do in any other way. For example, the Boxer Uprising; something was got out of it for the Lord which was exceedingly precious. One thing alone was the bringing out of the overcomer spirit in the Chinese converts themselves and showed this was not a foreign thing, not something imported, but something there which was of God among the Chinese themselves. So that the Boxers who said, 'Down with the foreign devils!' and regarded the whole thing as an imported thing, discovered there was something in China itself which was of God. It could not be destroyed by driving missionaries out, and this was a great strengthening of faith. God has something inside an event, and you can pray the Divine interest through and you have to begin to pray on the simple basis that God has got something in this. Then you go the next step to pray with the Lord in fellowship for the securing, or maintaining, or protecting of the Lord's interests in that time.
T.A.-S. Perhaps we do not have enough light about what the Lord is after in things because we do not take up these great dispensational interests of the Lord. Some of us are tremendously burdened and concerned about the awful grip of Islam. I speak for myself - I am before the Lord in my heart about this. Why has Islam got so much strength against the real thing? The false thing against the real. Why has Islam this awful grip? It seems almost an impenetrable barrier. I am very much before the Lord to see why the Lord has permitted Islam to have this grip upon the world situations. If only we can get the clue, the key, we get into co-operation with the Lord in the throne to bring through something proving the sovereignty of God has been vindicated in allowing Islam to have that grip, just as His sovereignty will be vindicated in allowing the enemy a lengthening of tether. Once you get the clue, you are in the way of power. Sometimes you have to wait before the Lord to bring out of cover the hidden secret, as it were. I think we have also to take more seriously what can be done in hindering, preventing, or even wiping out the things of this earth by prayer. It is not only the sovereignty of God in the dispensational thing, but there are a great many things that can be upset by prayer, even world movements, precipitous events. You remember the general strike, some of us have reason to believe that general strike broke down because there was a very definite standing in the throne, because some big interests of the Lord were bound up with that thing. It was a marvelous thing how that collapsed. Had you known the spiritual background, you would see it could not be explained on any natural ground. You can only deal with things like that as you see from the Lord what His interests are, whether His interests are more bound up with the breaking of the thing or with the thing going on. That is where fellowship with the Lord is so needed. Daniel set himself twenty-one days when he discovered by books, the times.
Q. A question regarding being covered by co-operation with God's people, the need of the covering and what that covering is? (Miss Featherstone)
A. Unknown: The Lord Jesus is presented to us as Head over all things to the church which is His Body, and the principle of headship in the Word of God is the principle of covering; taking responsibility. If there is any action of a member out of fellowship and harmony with the Head, that is disorder and the whole body is in an upset, disorganised state. You get a disorder where the members are functioning without the Head; they go sprawling without the Head, the whole nervous system is in disorder. The Head is not ruling and therefore, the body is exposed to all kinds of danger and perils because it is not in cover. Now we see Paul bringing in the Body in Corinthians, with the Lord Jesus as sovereign Head. That is the whole design of 1 Corinthians, to recognise the Sovereign Lordship of Jesus Christ, and these Corinthians are not doing that. They are circling round men and things. Paul is aiming at the absolute Lordship and Headship of the Lord Jesus. "We preach Jesus Christ as Lord", he says, trying to establish the Sovereign Headship. Later he goes on with the object, but in line with that he comes into those more mysterious things: the man being the head of the woman. A man praying with his head covered dishonours his head, a woman praying with her head uncovered dishonours her head; it is a question of headship all the time. The spiritual principles there are simply that the church is in relation to Christ as the wife to the husband, and the husband being head of the wife. Christ is the Head of the church, and therefore the Lord Jesus will take responsibility for all His members if only they will come under His Headship. And the Lord says to the wife, and woman, 'As long as you recognise My heavenly principles and laws and orders as represented in the earth by the relationship I have created between man and woman, I have provided you with protection, but if you women take the place a man ought to have, you forfeit your covering and expose yourselves to any amount of perils.' Many women who have taken administrative positions have made this mistake.
The point you have raised comes into this particular connection, that the corporate nature of the Body, that we are all members one of another, demands that there shall be no independent action of any kind. We used the phrase "freelance" yesterday. The life and ministry and everything else of the individual is relative and corporate. That principle is bound up in the New Testament with a definite form of recognition. We cited the case of Paul's conversion and Ananias as a representative member of the local assembly at Damascus to which Saul was deliberately sent by the Lord to get his instructions; the Lord refusing to give Saul direct instructions as to his next step. Ananias, as a representative member of that assembly, went in and laid his hands upon him and said, "Brother Saul...". That is an act of identification with the assembly representatively, bringing him into the assembly and under the Headship of the Lord Jesus. And so the laying on of hands was a testimony in the New Testament, not of ecclesiastical office, but to the oneness of the Body; after baptism a testimony to the fact that these individuals are not just individuals any longer, but they are members of one Body and share a corporate life, and corporate Spirit, one Spirit baptised into one Body; not so many holy spirits as believers but one Body. Then laying on of hands upon the servants of the Lord as Paul and Barnabus at Antioch; it is a recognition that the ministry to which they are going is corporate ministry, not independent, but ministry of the Body and this company of believers is going out with them. And Paul maintained that position always. He always sought their prayers, "I trust to come to you through your prayers and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus". "Praying always, at all seasons, and for me...". Everything he is in is relative and corporate because he recognised the oneness of the Body.
In so far as Paul, or anyone else goes off and detaches themselves, they get out of cover and sooner or later they will meet such difficulties which they will not be able to go through and then in a simple way, perhaps without understanding all the truth of the Body, they will discover they need someone to come and pray for them. They are coming back to the Lord's order of things and presently the Lord will give them light about the Body and they will see why they could not get through without calling in prayer. The simple explanation is getting your head out of cover. There is a great heavenly order of things which the Lord wants to reproduce in His church, to bring it into a heavenly order. God is the Head of Christ, Christ is the Head of the church, and the man is the head of the woman, and that is a heavenly order reproduced through the relationships of the Lord's people. Parents are the head of their children. It is something more than, "Children obey your parents", and if children do not do it in the Lord, they will suffer. Therein is the importance of the Lord's servants being closely related by a spiritual fellowship and that they go out to their ministry as out from an assembly. And the weakness of a society as separate from an assembly is just that, that not the same spiritual responsibility is always taken, that is, continuous responsibility. The Lord's order is an assembly.