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    Chapter 1 - The Lord's Jealousy for Zion

  


  
    "For ye are not come unto a mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, and unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard entreated that no word more should be spoken unto them; for they could not endure that which was enjoined, If even a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned; and so fearful was the appearance, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake: but ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh better than that of Abel" (Heb. 12:18-24).


    "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth are passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall dwell with them, and they shall be His peoples, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God... And He said unto me, They are come to pass. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit these things; and I will be his God, and he shall be My son.... And there came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls, who were laden with the seven last plagues; and he spake with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the wife of the Lamb. And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God: her light was like unto a stone most precious, as it were a jasper stone, clear as crystal: having a wall great and high; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel" (Rev. 21:1-3, 6-7, 9-12).


    "And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23).


    "So the angel that talked with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the nations that are at ease; for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore thus saith Jehovah: I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies; My house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth over Jerusalem. Cry yet again, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: My cities shall yet overflow with prosperity; and Jehovah shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem... And the word of Jehovah of hosts came to me, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath" (Zech. 1:14-17; 8:1-2).


    You will have noticed in all these passages words which constitute a similarity of thought; they all refer to the "city of God", and in most of them there is definite reference to Zion. In the first, "Ye are come to Mount Zion", and then in these three passages in Zechariah, Zion is definitely mentioned. What is on my heart just now is the word of the Lord for us, which is to see what is the Lord's jealousy for Zion. These passages in Zechariah repeat the declaration that the Lord is jealous for Zion.


    While it is true that Zion and Jerusalem are interchangeable terms, it is quite clear from the passages that we have read (and many others could be added to them), that there is very little doubt that Zion represents more than Jerusalem. Zion is Jerusalem ideally and essentially, not as to location (for Zion and Jerusalem both stand together on the same ground in the sovereign intention and purpose if God) but as to the meaning there is a difference. That is, it is not so much the matter of place as it is a matter of character. Don't divide between the place of Zion and Jerusalem; although geographically they are not identical, yet the difference is the difference in thought, in Divine thought as to character.


    You notice in these passages in Zechariah that the angel is speaking as from man's standpoint, standing alongside of the prophet, standing looking out over the state of Jerusalem and Judea and the land in its desolation, as from the human standpoint. He cries: "How long, oh Lord, how long, wilt Thou be silent concerning Judea and Jerusalem?" Now, that is man's outlook upon the situation; it is the purely natural view of things. But the Lord, in answering the enquiry, goes further: "I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion." The Lord's jealousy is really bound up in Zion. This is from the Divine standard. When you find the Lord speaking about His thought for Jerusalem and what is the very essence of His Divine mind about things, then you find that He refers to Jerusalem as Zion. It is as though Zion were the representative of all the Lord's thought for Jerusalem; it is the extra thing. There may be a hint of this in the history of Zion.


    As you know, Zion is identical with the City of David, but in the fuller sense Zion is a part of Jerusalem and is specifically called the "city of David" and we know that it became in a new and more essential and complete sense the city of David by reason of the very special conquest of that part. You know that while the lower parts were taken by Saul, the Jebusites remained in Zion and held it against all overcomers for hundreds of years and made it practically impregnable until the times of David. In the 400 years of the Judges, the Jebusites were able to hold Zion, but then when David came and was made king, he challenged his mighty men to prove their might against this stronghold and it was carried by David's mightiest men and fell into David's hands and it became the city of David in this special sense. Also, Zion is the higher point in the range, geographically - the most heavenward relationship. In the background we can see the "warfare in the heavenlies". It is the heavenly aspect of the Lord's people in spiritual conflict, and spiritual conquest.


    Now, in Zechariah we notice that God's jealousy for Zion is very much emphasised and brought into view, and that His jealousy is related to the remnant. You notice in Zech. 8:11: "I will be unto the remnant of this people as in the former days". Please do not misunderstand me; I am not saying that this is the Old Testament. I know that this is to do with Israel and that it points to the millennium, but we know that there are two sides, the historical and literal, and the spiritual, and the former is always used by the Lord as the illustration of the eternal, and therefore we can always see New Testament truth concerning Zion in the Old Testament history.


    You notice that when this remnant is spoken of and related to Zion and related to the Lord's jealousy, the word 'inheritance' comes in. You will be carried over to Revelation 21:7. And when you look to see what it is they will inherit, it is that which comes down from heaven in fulness of Divine thought.


    Now to return to what we said a moment ago, the remnant seems to be particularly bound up with the Divine jealousy and the Divine jealousy centres upon this remnant. If this is so, and the New Testament interpretation of that is that while Jerusalem as a whole, as here expressed representing the whole church, it is not representing the full thought of God, God is concerned with a company, a remnant. They are a company of the Lord's people who represent His full thought and His jealousy is bound up with them. He is jealous for them with a great jealousy because they express His full thought, not actually, but ideally. It is concerning this ideal that He is so jealous. Over that we want to be occupied for a little while to get some of the factors and features of this Zion company which is so close to the heart of the Lord.


    1. Zion Presents a Direct Link with the Fullest Divine Purpose


    To begin with, the first feature of Zion (we will call them the Zion company), the first feature of this company is that they are a direct link with the fullest Divine purpose. They are governed by the same purpose by which He brought Jerusalem into being, and Israel into being. His purpose is not just general, that He might save a people, but rather that He might have an instrument for His great eternal intention. They were to be for Him a vessel for the accomplishment of the things which He had purposed when Israel as a whole failed. That people failed, but the Lord never abandons His purpose. His instrument may fail Him, His people may break down. The vessel may have to be broken and the whole thing set aside, while He seeks to get His full thought, for He never will abandon the purpose, however many vessels He may have to have. His purpose will be accomplished.


    This company, this remnant, represents for Him a link in His full purpose through the ages. We may pass from the Old Testament to our own time now, and there is no doubt that this same thing recurs in every age when there is a state of declension. When the general instrument bearing His name does not do His purpose, He seeks a vessel which will go right through, He seeks a Zion people and they form for Him His link with His fullest intention and they are as precious to Him as His purpose itself. The instrument of His purpose is as valuable to Him as His purpose, because He has bound Himself to fulfil His purpose by that instrumentality and further, He must have such instruments.


    This is something to dwell upon. God has chosen this people which is as precious to Him as His name and He is never going to abandon them, even if He brings to destruction all the nations; if necessary He will destroy all the earth, if necessary to get His end. But in order to do it He must have an instrument. If we should be, by His grace, a part of this instrument for that eternal purpose and we are in real fellowship with God in the place He wants, then God's jealousy for His purpose is transferred to His instrument. It is a great thing to be within the compass of the Divine jealousy. "I am jealous for Zion and with a great wrath."


    2. Zion Presents 'Siftedness' Through Suffering


    The second thing is that the remnant represents 'siftedness' through suffering. Siftedness through suffering is quite apparent in the case of the remnant. We see how few comparatively come back to the land in its desolation from the captivity. It was open to them all to come back, but only a few did so; it was only a remnant of the remnant that was left. They did not represent the whole company that had survived. They were the remnant of the survivors. The majority had settled down in exile and were finding their life in that realm. Just a remnant of them returned and they did so with the purpose to build and reconstitute that which was of God, but they were sifted, and that by suffering. The remnant has always that. Wherever you find such a thought expressed in the Word, you will find that that company has gone through testing which has proved it worthy of keeping its place of special value to the Lord.


    One of the troubles that Israel had as a whole, was that it had become too big; it had spread itself over a very wide area and had lost depth. And whatever happens, you may expect to get God moving to get something in another direction to replace the old thing, so that the new shall be for Him a special vessel. It was the same process through which Gideon's army had to go. In the first place: tests as to interests in this world, (the home represents that in Gideon's army), and a good many find natural affections as a hindrance to going on with the Lord. Then "whosoever is fearful and afraid". We must respect the frankness, but at the same time we regret that they were fearful and afraid, but fear is a great means of sifting. They were sifted down until at last the Lord reached 300 and by them He saved Israel.


    The Lord has to sift down to effectiveness and we see that a remnant is always a company sifted through suffering. The matter is as to whether we will pay the price. It is a matter of usefulness to the Lord, and effectiveness, and that can only be produced through much suffering which gets rid of all those things which weaken. This company, sifted through suffering, is brought into special relationship with the Lord's purpose, a relationship in a deeper and fuller intelligent understanding. To bring them into this relationship, He has to take them through the depths, but the afterward makes it well worthwhile. The Lord is seeking something of great value to Him, and He is greatly jealous over it.


    3. Zion Presents an 'Inwroughtness' of Divine Knowledge


    Then again, this company represents an 'inwroughtness' of Divine knowledge. You can trace right through the Word of God the Lord's desire that His people should know Him. On the one side are those who want and seek to know the Lord for themselves, those to whom the Lord can reveal His secrets, but on the other side are those who are just willing to get their direction from those who know the Lord, and not from the Lord Himself. We see this in the great contrast between Moses and the Children of Israel. The Lord could only show His acts unto the Children of Israel but His ways unto Moses. "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him." He wanted a people in an intelligent co-operation with Himself. "They that KNOW their God shall be strong and do exploits." A people of the inwroughtness of Divine knowledge.


    You can draw that line very distinctly in the people of God. There are those who are undoubtedly Christians, but it is all like a presented objective with them; on the other hand, there are those who know the Lord in an inward way, nothing must separate their fellowship with Him. They speak often together of the Lord and speak in a language which the majority do not understand. It is all about the Lord. You know how this comes out by the remnant, the remnant of the remnant (Malachi 3:16). It is a mark of the true remnant that they know the Lord in an inward way and are occupied with Him.


    4. Zion Presents Utterness for the Lord


    And then lastly, this remnant certainly does represent utterness for the Lord. There is no doubt but that they knew what things were like in the land. They knew by many reports what it was like, that it was a ruined waste. Jerusalem was destroyed and overthrown. It was not a very glowing prospect for anybody to go back there to live. It was all very discouraging, but fortunately this people had the Lord's interests at heart. This speaks of utterness for the Lord; all personal interests were set on one side and they went back in the interests of the Lord. The vessel of great value to the Lord is one that is utterly for Him and has got rid of all personal interests.


    Now to close by gathering all this together into a principle governing this, and all such vessels as we may call remnants, and that which dominates Zion in the thought of God.


    What is the principle governing from the Divine side or standpoint? I think we can call it spiritual efficiency. You notice, God was always trying to get His people to the place where they could take spiritual responsibility in relationship to His honour, and His name, and His interests in the lives of others. We see that these were standing in a place of responsibility and were brought there to take responsibility for the Lord's interests, "to stand and withstand and having done all to stand", knowing the Lord and being able to meet a situation in the name of the Lord, to stand in the Lord until the enemy is compelled to let go.


    There is no doubt that the Lord has always sought to get His people to that place of responsibility, effectiveness, and efficiency. There are very few like that comparatively. There are multitudes of the Lord's own people always rushing about, asking someone what they ought to do in every emergency. They do not know how to stand against difficulties. They go to pieces in a crisis. But the Lord's will for His people is different from that. He seeks that the general company of His people should represent spiritual efficiency and be able to stand for Him in any situation and express His wisdom and power.


    What we have said is that the company of His own should be a sifted, tried and proved company, standing for Him on this earth for all that is truly of His mind, in an intelligent way by reason of their knowledge of the Lord, and maintain the testimony in power and fulness. Oh, that the Lord may make of us - few, weak and insignificant as we may be - parts of such a vessel in the earth today, which stands in clear distinction from that general spiritual weakness and declension - through the power of His name!


  


  
    Chapter 2 - Zion a Chief Cornerstone

  


  
    Reading: Psalm 48; 1 Peter 2:3-10.


    "I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect and honourable... Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house."


    Following upon our meditation of yesterday evening in the Lord's jealousy for Zion, we are again brought by the passages read into a very close touch with the Lord's thought that is represented by Zion, that it is a pre-eminent concern with Him, and it is through that that I feel the emphasis is laid in my heart. It is most important that we should know where the Lord's chief concern is and that that ought to be our chief concern.


    Now, I have no doubt that the Lord has a concern for a number of things, and that there are a number of things that fall within the compass of the intention of God through the ages, that there are various aspects of the Divine purpose, and that the Lord is occupied in working out the different phases of His whole scheme, his whole plan. But while it is well for us to be informed as much as possible as to what it is that the Lord is occupied with and concerned with, it is pre-eminently important that we should know the supreme thing in the Divine thought and concern and that all other things should take their own place, perhaps all secondary things falling into line with that supreme thing, and that for us it should be a thing which absorbs us entirely and becomes a dominating matter of our whole lives. I hope you recognise that. I expect most of you do.


    There are different phases of Divine activity and interests of the Lord. For this dispensation there is the return to glory of the Lord Jesus after His death and resurrection to the point where the church is translated. Through this dispensation, marked by these points, the pre-eminent and supreme concern of the Lord is the church which is His Body. Everything else falls into a secondary place. That being foremost in the concern, interest and activity of the Lord, we should be concerned that it should be the supreme thing for us. It is just possible that the other aspect should be occupying us so that we miss something of the fulness. I do not think I am speaking too strongly when I say that other things may become aspects of truth and one may become so engrossed in them that one is diverted from the main things.


    It is just possible to become so taken up with things which do fall within the compass of Divinely ordered activities, and yet are not the most important, that we miss the fullest. Good can be the enemy of the best. We must have our hearts occupied with the supreme things of the Lord and not the secondary things. In Psalm 48 we find the pre-eminence of Zion. This psalm is a presentation of the excellencies of Zion, its supremacy in the centre of everything. 1 Peter 2:6: "I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone". This must be spiritual. It cannot be literal because the temple was never built on mount Zion, but on mount Moriah. This is in keeping with that which we have already said, that Zion is God's ideal. Zion represents a state or condition rather than a place. Zion is always presented as being the same; it is the representation of the House of God. It embodies the very highest and best of God; the Divine ideal concerning His people.


    "I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone... Ye also as living stones...". The spiritual house of God is Zion. Now come back to Psalm 48. "Walk about Zion, and go round about her...". That is, note the glories of the House of God, the excellencies of the House of God. Come back to Peter: "That ye should show forth the excellencies of Him who has called you". Let us bring it into the New Testament language, the church which is His Body; that spiritual house typified by Zion is the Lord's supreme concern in this dispensation. Anything which is not the Lord's chief concern must take second place. Oh, that there were in the hearts of the people of the Lord more of that which corresponds to Israel's feelings about Zion! Their songs of ascent as they went up were all about the glories and magnificence of Zion. Zion was a great heart matter with them. They were full of glory and praise. We need more of that which corresponds to this concerning the Lord's house which is His body.


    If you read the context of these words in the first letter of Peter, you will see the practical outworking of this, that it really is a heart matter: "Putting away all malice, and all guile, and all evil speaking...". If we really have the Lord's house at heart we do put away all malice and evil speaking.


    Here the Lord is presented as the chief cornerstone. Here in Zion the chief cornerstone is literally the 'outmost' cornerstone. Chosen, elected and honourable. When was the Lord Jesus laid in Zion as the chief cornerstone? I think there is little doubt but that it was in His resurrection. You see that He was rejected indeed of men, but with God elected and honourable. The rejection has been carried through to fulness and finality and then the Lord makes Him the chief cornerstone. But now, "we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour".


    It was in His resurrection that He was made the chief cornerstone. The object in pointing that out and stressing it is that His house is essentially a resurrection house. "Ye also as living stones" ... "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus, which has begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead". We are entirely on resurrection ground when we are dealing with Zion. That is, that this house is the embodiment of that life by which death was conquered in the Lord Jesus is a living house in every part. That is something more than being just alive. It is possessing a life which has proved that death cannot conquer it. This house, from the chief cornerstone, from its very foundation, is the vessel of the risen Life of the Lord Jesus and it shows forth the excellencies of that Life.


    It is, in the first place, to show forth the excellencies of His Life. Excellence is not only a lustre. The word here means that which "excels"; that which is above and beyond all else. We find the same word in 2 Cor. 4:7. "We have this vessel in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God..." "That the exceeding greatness..." Here is God's standpoint. This exceeding greatness is that of the Life.


    Here is a glorious contradiction. If you are a stone you are not alive; if you are living you are not a stone. The language of the New Testament is always linking things which are essentially different. Living stones built up a spiritual house. It is all a matter of the presence and power of the Life. This excellency of Life is not always a thing which can be seen outwardly, of which one can take mental note, it is a thing which works in spite of a good many things which would challenge it. I believe that this excellency of the risen Life of the Lord Jesus is manifested very often in the sheer persistence, when all things are taken into account, amid the pressure and the suffering which come to bear upon the life of the instrument. This sheer persistence of Divine Life is a marvellous testimony to the fact that there is something there which is unquenchable. In looking at it you can only see the cost, but it is a testimony to an excellency, the exceeding greatness of power.


    Take the history of the church as a whole. At times it seems almost to have been eclipsed. You see ships in the mighty sea, almost inundated by the mighty waves of persecution and spiritual trial and it seemed as if the Lord's testimony had disappeared and the vessel had been overwhelmed.


    Likewise, in our personal lives. It may seem as if we have gone out. We feel finished, swamped, gone. But the Lord is in the midst. It is an awful experience when we are there. There seems no more hope. Yet some how we come up, and we know that it is not by our own strength of will. We go on, "The Lord is in the midst, she shall endure for ever".


    "Elect, honourable". That is a much better word than in the text, "Elect, precious". The chief cornerstone is elect and honourable. "Now unto you who believe is the honour". That which is true of Him as chief cornerstone is also true of the living stones. What is true of Him is also true of them by faith, "Unto you which believe...".


    As it is written in the Scriptures, "They which repose their trust in Him shall not be put to shame". That is the very opposite of honour, if you are ashamed you have lost your honour. The honour is for you and I as we repose our faith in the Lord. If the Lord is honourable and you repose your trust in Him, then you cannot be put to shame. It is to repose faith in Him, the chief cornerstone. Follow that closely: "Rejected indeed of men, He was despised, reproached, humiliated, cast out, but God has highly exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every name, crowned with glory and honour". Now men may despise, may humiliate, but the word that was true concerning the Lord Jesus is also true of every stone. God will transfer the honour of His Son to every one united with Him. It is the glories of Zion.


    This last word. You notice that closely running alongside of this is the further quotation from the Old Testament. "Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood..." (1 Pet. 2:9). What I want you to notice is that this spiritual house, Zion, is essentially a priestly house. All the excellencies are excellencies of priesthood as well as of the kingdom. We are carried back to the priestly period. There are the glories of the priesthood, the garments of honour representing the glories of heaven. The priest was in a very high place of Divine honour and this represents the heavenly glories and beauties.


    Zion is represented as being a priestly House. Just as it is true that the kingly glories of the Lord Jesus and the kingly honour are transferred to the living stones, so also the priestly glories. We are brought into the priesthood of heaven now. We are now a kingdom, and priests, and it is a tremendous thing that you and I should now, in spite of all our human weakness and failing, be standing into the place of Christ's heavenly glories and minister as priests in His House. His priests are clothed with beauty and honour. There are tremendous possibilities bound up with this priestly house. When you contemplate what a place the priesthood occupied in Israel of old, you see some of the possibilities. But look at it in the days of Eli, of Malachi, of Joshua clothed in filthy garments. Then the priesthood was in desolation and shame and it meant that the Lord's people were crippled, were in weakness and helplessness. The whole state of the people is influenced by the state of the priests. When the priest is in his place of glory and honour the people are always in the place of power and strength.


    The point is that the Lord needs a priestly instrument tremendously today, an instrument that stands right in His immediate presence on the behalf of His people, those who know how to lay hold on the Lord and really to bring Him out in the interests of His people and to stand for the very life of His children.


    Look at what happened when such a one as Samuel came in on the scene. Everything was in a state of declension, but he laid himself out on behalf of Israel before the Lord and fulfilled the ministry of both priest and king. And then he brought in the king. There was a change in dispensation. Samuel truly knew how to stand before the Lord, and by his ministry the dispensation was changed.


    "If Samuel was to stand before Me, even then would I not hear". "If I would hear anybody, it would be Samuel, but in this case I would not even hear him". When they chose Saul to be king, Samuel stood against it. "I will pray the Lord to send rain and thunder in the time of harvest." And it came.


    Samuel's is the ministry in the presence of God on behalf of the Lord's people. The Lord needs something like that in Zion today. We can be in that place of priestly ministry today, in Zion to stand before the Lord in the interests of the Lord in His people.


    May we hear that call and come into the place of the priestly ministry of our glorious Lord Jesus.
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