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    Chapter 1 - Its Constitution and Nature

  


  
    Reading: Exodus 35:1 - 40:38.

    

    I think first of all for the Bible Students I would like to say a few general things about these five chapters by way of giving you a basis for study. There are five things that can be said about these chapters.

    

    First of all they are a comprehensive representation of Christ as tabernacling among us.

    

    Secondly, they are a detailed definition of the testimony of Jesus.

    

    Thirdly, they are a typical setting forth of the Body of Christ, the Church, in (1) its object; (2) its nature; (3) its ministry.

    

    Fourthly, they are a most valuable disclosure of the spiritual principles of the life and service of the people of God.

    

    Fifthly, they are a complete embodiment of Christian doctrine.

    

    Now that is fairly comprehensive. While I have no thought of going into all that here, we shall be touching it in a general way.

    

    We come to chapter 35. But before we can deal with the content of these chapters we must remind ourselves of the background and main setting, and the ultimate thing which is in view, and that can be stated in this way. What we have here is one of those breakings into this world of the God of glory. God has broken into this world at different intervals in its history and this is one of those breakings in of the God of glory. You read back immediately before this and you have God descending from the heavens, breaking through to the mount and meeting His servant there at a place mid-way between heaven and earth with a purpose concerning this world. The glory of the God of Israel fell upon Moses and he brought it down out of the Divine presence into this world, and it was reflected in his face as the mediator between God and man.

    

    Then the purpose of that breaking through and breaking in of the God of glory was unto the setting up, or constituting of a vessel for His testimony. That there should be here that which according to His own mind was for Him the instrument of His self-manifestation, and typically it was in Christ. It was to be in effect God here manifesting Himself in His heavenly power and glory amongst the nations, registering in the earth His own sovereign supremacy. Now that is the setting of all this and brings us back to the whole theme of this conference; the testimony and its vessel. With that background clearly before us we are able to come to this section of the book from chapter 35. Here the mediator of the Divine glory is before the people with that glory shining forth from his countenance, and we listen to his first utterances. I am quite sure that your minds have already leaped on to another dispensation, and you are in 2 Corinthians 3 and 4, the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ shining in our hearts, and we have this ministry. I mention it to remind you of the link and to indicate immediately what it is we are after.

    


    
      The Assembly Constituted upon the Sabbath of God

    


    Now the first utterances of the mediator upon whom rests the glory of God: "And Moses assembled all the congregation of the children of Israel, and said unto them, These are the words which Jehovah hath commanded, that ye should do them. Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of solemn rest to Jehovah: whosoever doeth any work therein shall be put to death. Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day."

    

    Be reminded again of what is in view, a vessel for the testimony, the heavenly testimony of God in Christ. That is going to be constituted, constructed; and the first words which lead up to the constituting relate to the Sabbath, and that carries with it a very great and important truth, that the Sabbath is the ground upon which the tent of meeting will be constructed. That is the ground upon which it can be constructed, and the only ground upon which it can be constructed, because that Sabbath represents the end of the works of God and the entering by man into the finished works of God, and only a man of rest can build the House of God. Solomon was a man of peace, or rest, and because he was such he could build the House. His father David, having been a man of war, was forbidden on that ground to build. The vessel of the testimony can only be constituted on the ground and principle that those who have a part in it have come definitely and finally to rest in the perfected works of God.

    

    We have been seeing in these gatherings that the testimony and its instrument have a specific relationship to the whole kingdom of hostile forces, principalities and powers and world-rulers of this darkness, and so on, and that in that realm the establishing or maintenance of the testimony represents terrific conflict, warfare, wrestling, and the only hope of the triumph of the testimony, the coming through to finality of the instrument of the testimony, is that before ever it enters into the conflict it has the victory in hand, it is at rest in the perfect assurance that the end has already been secured.

    


    
      Uncertainty, A Satanic Strategy

    


    We have covered ground like that many times here but it has not been covered too often, I do not know that it can be covered too often. One of the enemy's most successful activities against the testimony and its vessel is to bring about uncertainty, unrest, and a lack of assurance as to relationship to the Lord, and as to the Lord's relationship to them. In many ways he seeks to create that state, that condition; introspection, self-analysis, self-judgment, self-occupation, the accusations of the enemy, the bringing of feelings and impressions to bear upon one's soul, the wrapping round of the mind with blankets of uncertainty and doubt and questionings. All manner of means are used to break in upon the restful, confident, assurance of faith in relation to the Lord; by fears and forebodings; and mark you, beloved, there is nothing which will paralyse the Lord's servants so quickly and so utterly as fear. In this connection the Apostle, would say to us: "And in nothing affrighted by the adversaries." The Adversary would get us affrighted, and if he does that we are paralysed, we are helpless, it means that we have lost the Sabbath.

    

    The Sabbath in principle is a spiritual state, not a period of time, a spiritual state into which we have entered, a state of restful assurance that God has reached the end of all His works and has nothing more to do, has secured finality in Himself and in His Son, and it is a matter of the apprehension of the completeness of Calvary's work which brings rest, assurance; and you cannot fight and you cannot build until you come there. People who have not come there are useless as vessels of the testimony. Now, if we are always fretful and worried and agitated and restless and concerned about our spiritual life, about our acceptance, our standing, our fellowship, and the Lord's attitude toward us, and there is a state of disturbance in our spirit, well, we cannot touch this building, we have no place in the constituting of this vessel: we must come there first.

    

    That is something to immediately lead us to exercise before the Lord; and so it is simply that the mediator with the light of the glory of God upon his face, speaks first of all in relation to the setting up of this vessel of the testimony about the Sabbath.

    


    
      Man's Natural Interests Cease on the Sabbath

    


    Did it strike you as strange that one thing about the Sabbath was emphasised? Elsewhere you may have many other things said about the prohibitions of the Sabbath, but only one is mentioned here. "Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the Sabbath day." It is the only one. The Holy Spirit, of course, knows exactly what He means and what He is doing when He singles out a thing like that and makes it the only thing in relation to the Sabbath. What does the Holy Spirit intend to say by that? As far as I can see (I will be glad if you can help me with more light, doubtless you can) that kindling of fire in the habitations represents looking after your own comfort. It is the personal, natural interests, comforts and pleasures which are represented by that, and what the Holy Spirit says here is, that if you are going to constitute the vessel, build the tent of meeting, the Sabbath means for you an end of all personal, natural interests, the setting aside of self-consideration. I look elsewhere in the Scripture to see if I am borne out by the Word of God and I think undoubtedly I am borne out by the Word in Is. 58:13: "If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, and the holy of Jehovah honorable; and shalt honor it, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou delight thyself in Jehovah: and I will make thee to ride upon the high places of the earth; and I will feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken it." We are borne out are we not?

    

    To know what spiritual ascendency is in the testimony, to be on the high places, the uplands, moral elevation, the places above only and not beneath, means first of all we have to enter into God's rest in His completed work and then cease from our own personal, selfish interests and pleasures. Self goes out on the Sabbath. That is simple enough, but it is a principle basic to all that follows in the testimony and its vessel. It means that our labours and our self-interest are ended in Christ's mediatorial work, and that tabernacle service demands rest Godward. So we see the significance of these first utterances of Moses.

    


    
      The Assembly is for God's Pleasure

    


    Now we go on in the chapter and we see what a fine state of things prevailed here. The whole assembly is moved in response to God's pleasure. If you like, run your blue pencil underneath the constantly recurrent words and see the willing-heartedness here, two things going together, a willing heart and a wise heart. I am tremendously impressed with the recurrence of that word "willing." A willing heart, a willing spirit, everyone whose heart made him willing, everyone whose spirit stirred him up; they are all moving in response to God's pleasure, for everything here is unto the Lord. The Lord has made known what He would desire and you must notice that it is not a command from the Lord that is here. In another place the Lord commands to bring the offerings; offerings are commanded because when it is a matter of sacrifices there is no fellowship with God without, and therefore it is a matter of command and demand, and the Lord commands that they should be brought; but here you are setting up a vessel for the testimony which is something for God's pleasure, God's heart satisfaction, and the Lord does not command that these things be brought, He simply says: "Whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring..." This is voluntary activity for the pleasure of God, and it is that which gives character to this whole thing.

    

    The beauty of it all is that there is a spontaneous movement of all hearts for God's pleasure. It is a heart movement. Now I think we shall have to recover this feature in relation to the testimony of the Lord Jesus and our being vessels. I am afraid we have regarded it as somewhat onerous to be vessels of the testimony, something imposed upon us, something required of us which is a demand so difficult to meet; a requirement so hard for us to respond to; and we vessels of the testimony go about so often with faces as though we were carrying the weight of the universe upon our shoulders because we are in this testimony, because the testimony is entrusted to us and deposited in us. I may be just as guilty as anybody else of that failure, and so I need talking to as much as or more than anyone else, and I am being talked to here - and allowing myself to be thoroughly dressed down, I feel perfectly at liberty to press this upon you!

    

    When we think of the Apostle Paul of whom we have been speaking earlier in the day, as the representative vessel of the testimony, well, with one exception, no one who has ever borne the testimony had to pay a higher price than he did. It has cost no one more than it cost him, but it is marvellous how even at the end, writing from his prison in Rome, where, being looked at from the outside, people might have said: "Poor old Paul, his work is done"; he is sending out: "Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice." That Philippian letter throbs with joy, and shall we not say that that was the testimony. The power of the testimony is in that: "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing"; "Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instantly in prayer." We may not be there, beloved, but we are here tonight to try and help one another in these matters, and it is the heart response to the Lord's pleasure which will give the testimony so much power. This is to the Lord's pleasure, and it becomes a heart matter with us.

    

    Oh, that the Lord would just put more of this spirit into us, into me, where things are more fully and continuously looked at in the light of the Lord's pleasure, and everything is done out of a heart which responds to the pleasure of the Lord. The doing of the will of God by the Lord Jesus was a thing which cost Him intense anguish, it meant terrific conflict, a wrestling and resisting unto blood, and yet He says: "I delight to do thy will, O my God." Two things going together all the time, a consciousness of the cost, the suffering, pain, anguish, and yet because it is unto the Lord's satisfaction, something very much is in the nature of joy in suffering. And if there is that apprehension of the Lord's delight it takes a good deal of the sting out of the suffering.

    

    These people were going to be called upon to produce all sorts of precious things. That is, this was going to lead to their bringing of that which meant their foregoing, their sacrificing that which perhaps to them naturally would be precious. But anything in the nature of yielding, sacrificing, giving and letting go was deprived of regret or pain or pang by the very fact that they were responding in heart to the Lord's pleasure. It was unto the Lord's pleasure. Now without adding words to this, let us ask the Lord to give us a greater delight in His testimony, a greater joy in bearing the testimony, though it be at great cost. We must pray for more joy even in the midst of suffering, for that is the testimony. Well, it was the heart response to the Lord's pleasure.

    


    
      Love Produces the Materials

    


    Then the third thing. When the heart was moved they found all that was necessary and required. I can imagine that when all the requirements had been outlined by Moses, the gold and the silver and the brass, the precious stones, the various materials, if these people had had no heart-response to the Lord and His pleasure, they might well have doubt as to whether they had got any of these things, and you would have heard them saying: "I do not know whether I have got any of those things at all"; "I am not sure that I can answer to those requirements"; "I do not think that I can do anything in this matter." They would perhaps not have known what they had got, and if they had got it they would have forgotten all about it, or it would have been somewhere where they could not find it! You see what I am getting at? But because the heart was in this thing they had all that was necessary. All the material was produced from the affections. It is wonderful, beloved, what we can discover that we have in the Lord Jesus when our hearts are aglow for Him and for the Father's satisfaction. I mean those people who really have a heart devotion to, and delight in the Lord, are always discovering treasures which they are bringing out all the time for the satisfaction of the Lord. And people whose hearts are cold never bring out any of those treasures; they do not know that they have got them.

    

    To the Corinthians the Apostle said: "In everything ye were enriched in him," but it takes love to discover that, what those riches are; love for the Lord. You will not, in the time of worship, have to scour through your Bible to find some passage of Scripture that will suit the occasion to be your contribution. If your heart is aglow to the Lord you will have something spontaneous to offer in the hour of worship, and if your heart is aglow to the Lord you will discover that you are richer in spiritual possessions than you thought you were and you will always have something to give.

    


    
      The Features of Christ

    


    You see everything here of these various and numerous things mentioned were related to the Lord Jesus in type, for there can be nothing to the satisfaction of God apart from the Lord Jesus. They all were different phases and aspects of Christ; gold, silver, brass and fine linen, all these things were types of some aspects of Christ in His person and work, and people discover those things because of their heart-relationship to the Lord's pleasure; and our heart-relationship to the Lord will be our means of discovering what we have of Christ and in Christ, and we will be constantly making those discoveries. You find the person who is just full of love for the Lord, whose heart is burning and throbbing with love for the Lord, they have always got to tell you something about the preciousness of the Lord, they are always seeing the glory of their Lord from a different angle and giving you a different facet. People whose hearts are not so aglow with the Lord have not much to say about Him and cannot give very much. You see the principle, it was all produced, it all came, and we are told they brought more than was required and they had to stop the bringing! We have not reached that stage yet. The Lord make that symbolism a speedy realisation. But you see the possibilities of delighting in the Lord. Oh, how it makes the testimony grow. This is the testimony. Before there can be any outward expression there must be an inward relationship. All outward ministry must be the result of an inward state with the Lord. And it is a great thing, beloved, a great thing to have our ministry as the spontaneous expression of our personal delight in the Lord. That carries weight, that is the testimony.

    

    Now the fact is that every child of God has got all in Christ that they can have. It is true of all children of God as it was true of the Corinthians that "in everything... enriched in him" but it wants love to discover it; heart devotion to the Lord to find out that it is so. So let us ask the Lord to increase with our joy, our love for Himself.

    

    The fourth thing. The assembly and the testimony are constituted by the heart product of Christ. That is, all this that now comes into being and is set up on the earth is just the accumulation, the bringing together of the individual heart exercises in the appreciation of the Lord Jesus, and that defines what God's assembly is. What is the assembly? It is not just a congregation, it is not just the coming together of people for services, meetings, conferences, public worship and so on. The assembly is the bringing together on the part of a company of the Lord's people, of the features of the Lord Jesus so that as the Father looks down He sees His Son befeatured by that company. This one has brought the gold, and that one the silver, and another the brass, another the fine linen, and another the blue, another the scarlet, another the purple, and each one has brought their own apprehension and appreciation of the Lord Jesus, and these things being put together constitute the assembly, and the Father looks down and sees the Son; that is the testimony of Jesus in the earth. That is Christ tabernacling amongst us. That is the tent of meeting, and what the Lord is looking for is Christ as represented by the assemblies of His people. That is the nature of the assembly. And the Lord is working to that.

    

    As we follow on the Lord leads out in exercise, spiritual and secret exercise unto that end, and the things that the Lord is causing us to be exercised about in our private, personal, secret life and history is that we might discover the virtues and the values of His Son, and having made those discoveries, when we come together with other children of God we speak together and sing together about the glories of Christ as things which have come up in our own life experimentally and livingly, and we become a collective and corporate representation of those glories which are living realities to us. And all the exercise, which the Lord brings about in our lives individually and secretly, is in order that we may make discoveries about Christ.

    

    So they go back to their tents; see the scouring of those tents for these things, see the exercise. And then they all come together and as the result of their exercise apart, in secret, they have brought some feature of Christ and all those features put together represent Christ as a whole. They all have some part of Him which, being added to the other parts makes a whole Christ, and that is the assembly.

    


    
      The Mutual Love and Cooperation of the Saints

    


    Fifthly, they all co-operate in varied contributions and exercises, that is, they all worked to make their part a part of someone else's. They worked in relation to the rest. Not all could bring gold, not all could bring silver, not all could bring brass, but these things all had to be related to the other, and so the spirit of co-operation was there. And mark you, even a Bezaleel, who was especially anointed and filled with the Holy Spirit unto all this, could not have made what was necessary for the tent of meeting if there had not been that personal, individual, secret activity on the part of each one. If the women, for instance, had not done the spinning and the weaving all the filling of the Holy Spirit of Bezaleel would have been in vain. The Holy Spirit Himself depends upon each one co-operating toward the end.

    

    And speaking of the women who did the spinning and the weaving, one might just say that spinning and weaving means bringing things together and binding them together. It is so easy to tear things apart, to put things asunder and have shreds. We can do it by our talk, our flippant or careless talk, by letting our tongues run away with us, by gossip, by criticism, that perennial "but": "She is an awfully good soul - but..."; "He is a fine fellow - but..."; "Yes, he is going on with the Lord - but...." We are all guilty of that. Now the women did the spinning and weaving. I am not specially laying these charges at the door of the women, but you see I am only saying it by way of illustration. It is bringing together, it is constructive work in relation to everything else in this testimony. And how strange it is that so many of us who are in the same testimony, paying the same price, going through the same sufferings, find it so easy to criticise one another, and weaken the testimony by strains in our relationships. It is strange, isn't it? But it is true. It must be positively constructive in co-operation with all the others, toward one end. The Holy Spirit Himself cannot do this work and perfect this testimony only as each one takes personal and individual responsibility and works toward the common end of God, the manifestation and glorifying of the Lord Jesus.

    

    The Lord just lay that on our hearts and may we be better instruments of the testimony for His glory.

  


  
    Chapter 2 - Resurrected and Living

  


  
    "Now on the first day of the week." - John 20:1.

    "When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week." - John 20:10.

    "And after eight days again..." - John 20:26.

    

    It is the spiritual meaning of that statement, "The first day of the week" which we have in mind. It is not just the day as a part of time, as a part of our calendar, it is what is there signified by and included in this statement. We have pointed out before, that with this first verse of the 20th chapter there has almost imperceptibly crept in the changing of the dispensation. We read it and we are not struck by the tremendous thing that has happened. "Now on the first day of the week." We have not been impressed with the fact that this statement cuts clean in between the whole of the Jewish dispensation and the Christian dispensation. Here the eighth day has become the first day, the day of the Lord's resurrection.

    

    Eight, as we know, is the resurrection number, the number of a new beginning, and on the day of His resurrection the dispensation has been founded, the Church has been born, and the Sabbath day is no longer the Sabbath in its etymological sense, the seventh. The fact is that in the old dispensation six days were worked upon and the seventh day was rested upon. In the new dispensation the first day is rested upon and six days are worked upon. Everything begins, not ends, on the first day, and the meaning is this spiritually, that in the death of the Lord Jesus God has finished all His work of new creation, and in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus He rests in a completed work and then begins operations out of what is already perfected. He builds His Church, He brings His Church to birth upon the ground of a perfect work, and the Church has not to work toward perfection but to work out of perfection; not to work toward victory, but out of victory; not to work toward accomplishment, but out of accomplishment.

    

    The Church is founded upon God's complete triumph and utter achievement. Resurrection is this feature of the assembly. God's rest, God's satisfaction, God's good pleasure; He can survey all and say, "It is very good," and now in effect He says, "We can work all that out in perfect assurance that it will be reproduced in the Church because it has already been consummated in the Head." When you get there spiritually you have come to understand the tremendous power and confidence and assurance which characterised the first days. Why was it that they were people who were beyond defeat? Why was it, that, let hell and earth combine to do their worst, it was a forlorn hope? Why was it that being persecuted from one city to another, being beaten, imprisoned, they could pray and sing in dungeons? Because the victory was already theirs on the ground of their resurrection union with the Lord Jesus. They were not hoping for victory, they were resting in victory; they had the assurance of it and so they could go on, and although faith was tested as to the position which they had taken up in Christ's victory, tested in circumstances and conditions, and they might have been tempted from time to time to question their position and ask if after all it was true, yet holding on, and in spirit maintaining their attitude that it was victory, invariably it worked out as victory, and the dungeon saw the very jailer converted, and his household. What had happened in general in the birth of the assembly, so to speak, universally, in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, was reproduced in localities far and wide.

    

    Wherever they went they were met with a challenge to their position, their standing in His victory, their grounding upon His resurrection. Hell rose up to cast a doubt and to try and make them believe it was otherwise, but standing their ground, the local assemblies were born in relation to the universal assembly, on the ground that Calvary and the resurrection was complete triumph. So you see what was at the beginning in the universal sense, was reproduced everywhere upon the same principle, and that is the principle for the whole age, specially for the end-time.

    


    
      The Church Carries Forward What has been Done

    


    The Church, the assembly, the company of the Lord's own, is established, constituted by Him for the object of being a vessel of His testimony, and the testimony in that vessel is the power of His resurrection. The new cruse of which we have often spoken here, the new cruse which was called for by the prophet in the day when death was raging - you will recall the incident - was brought to him and he said, "put salt therein," and the new cruse with salt in it was emptied into the place of death and death was swallowed up in victory, in life, and they could go on. The cruse is the cruse of the assembly, and the salt is the power of His resurrection, and that is the testimony. We encounter death, active, mighty, terrible, awful, death, and the Lord does not protect us from it.

    

    I am speaking now of death in its larger sense spiritually, which, of course, works in many ways; in atmospheres, in mind, in heart, in will, in soul, in body, in a multitude of ways death works; death in a place where we are called to testify. Oh death, this spiritual thing, we encounter it and hell rages and the issue is, shall death triumph or shall Christ triumph? and then the assembly is on trial. The two or three have their opportunity and are being tested out, and are being allowed to be tested out by the Lord as to the power of His resurrection. Faith is tried. The situation seems desperate and well nigh hopeless; yes, but you have taken up a position, the very fact that you are joined to the Lord says that you stand on the ground of His resurrection. He is a living Christ, not a dead Christ, that is your testimony, that is your portion; your standing is being tested, your testimony is being tried out. Faith is being well tried by a situation, condition of things, and the issue will depend upon whether in spite of what appears, and what seems, and what feels, you still believe that God raised Him from the dead and in so doing broke forever the power of death. As faith holds through the ordeal it emerges in His triumph. That is the testimony for the end-time, that is the issue of today.

    

    Some of you will be able to understand what I am saying, others may not. The vessel of the assembly is established, constituted for thepurpose of the testimony to the power of His resurrection, and that is to be the testimony at the end-time.

    


    
      What the "Ministry" Is

    


    The Apostle Paul, we have often said, was himself a personal representation of the truth with which he was entrusted. The special revelation given to him was the revelation of the Church of the Body of Christ, and he had - as all prophets have - to be personally constituted according to the message that he had to deliver, to be a personal sign in life and experience of that which they were teaching. I have said all prophets were, and I might say all prophets are. My dear brother, don't you talk about "going into the ministry." That is a mechanical way of talking. Let me say to you that the ministry has got to get into you first, not you into the ministry. That is, the thing has got to be wrought in you. You have got to be a personal representation of the truth which God entrusts to you, and that is costly, there is a price to be paid. Ah, but that is effectual. That is the ministry. You cannot separate the minister from his ministry if he is according to God. Well, the Apostle Paul was so constituted, and so he represents from start to finish the whole dispensation which is peculiarly marked as the dispensation of the Church, the Body of Christ; and it is very significant to notice that as the Apostle moved toward the end of his life, one issue which was continuously raised in an intensifying form was the issue of the power of His resurrection.

    

    At the beginning he wrought mighty works outwardly in the power of the resurrection. Toward the end he had himself, personally to be a representation of that power in every part of his being, and no external miracles were allowed to interfere with that spiritual principle of the dispensation. That is, he could not work a miracle for his own healing, and he could not get, by a repetition of appeals to His Lord, deliverance from his infirmity. He had, by sufficient grace, to live a resurrection life in a dying body, in infirmity, and one of the last cries of the Apostle, which is a dispensational cry, if you will, is, "That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection." That will be of necessity the last cry of the assembly. That is becoming, shall I say, wrung from the heart of every spiritual man and woman today, being wrung from us as we go on with God. There is nothing for it but the sheer power of His resurrection inwardly and outwardly, that is the only thing.

    

    Oh, yes, but that being so we are in line with the Lord. But you notice it is an end-time thing as it was at the beginning. In the beginning the principle was established on the first day, it was the resurrection day. The Church, the assembly was found with the Lord in the midst; in the end the assembly is "our gathering (or assembling) unto Him" when the Lord descends from heaven with an assembling shout, then to know Him in the power of His resurrection, and that an out-resurrection in the ultimate expression, not a general resurrection, but a peculiar resurrection. Well, you see the assembly is constituted by the very resurrection life of the Lord Jesus. John's Gospel seems to me to be peculiarly the Gospel of the Church. In the similitudes of the cherubim it corresponds to the eagle, always speaking of heavenliness and mystery. Ephesians is that, it is the eagle aspect of things, the heavenliness of the Church and the mystery of the Church; and John just fits into that as Matthew fits into the lion, Mark fits into the ox and Luke fits into the man. John fits into the eagle, and if that is the Church aspect of things in a special sense, then it is not without significance that John has so much to say about resurrection. Go through John again with the thought of resurrection in mind and see how often you come upon it. You come to chapter six for instance, and in chapter six you know what the Lord is saying about Himself. He has come down from heaven and has come down from heaven as bread, "which cometh down from heaven and giveth life...."

    


    
      Life in the Place of Death

    


    The great illustration of the spiritual truth is His feeding of a multitude in a wilderness. A multitude has left the world, the multitude has left the formal religious system behind, is found with Him in the wilderness, in a wilderness where no bread is, according to nature; where the world can make no provision, and they will perish unless bread is found for them; and He becomes their Bread in the wilderness, their very life as out there separated from the world. And then He explains the literal event in the light of His own person as the "bread which came down from heaven" to be the life of His own, called out from the world, separated from everything merely formal in religion, joined in vital union with Himself. He becomes the life of that. In that sixth chapter of John, four times repeated He says, "I will raise it (him) up at the last day." This is resurrection in relation to the life which He has implanted; Himself, as the Life, "I am the life," "I am the bread of life," "I will raise up at the last day." He is the Life of His own and because He is that, He is the Resurrection of His own, and resurrection is implicit in His indwelling as the Bread of Life.

    

    When you come to the last chapter of John which was an appendix (John closed with the 20th chapter undoubtedly, and then added something) you have the instance of the fishing. Peter said, "I go a fishing," and they went fishing and caught nothing. In the morning, one of His resurrection appearances, the Lord stood on the shore, gave a word of command resulting in a miraculous draft of fishes, and true to the Holy Spirit's genius the number of the fishes is given to the very last one; one hundred and fifty and three, and I seem to see a connection between "I will raise it up at the last day" and "one hundred and fifty and three." The precision and the exactness linked with the repetition, "This is the Father's will that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing": "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me": "I will raise it up at the last day." He will be the Resurrection to the last one of His elect. The assembly will be complete in the power of His resurrection to a unit. It is to be right to its very last member, whatever is meant by one hundred and fifty and three; the power of His resurrection will work out to precision, nothing lost; the completeness of the triumph of Christ in resurrection.

    

    The Church is constituted in the power of His resurrection. You come to John 11 and you have resurrection there brought in specially related to the person of the Lord Jesus, "I am the resurrection." Mary, Martha, yes, they believed in resurrection. They believed as most of the Jews believed, in a general Resurrection. What the Lord sought, strove to do, was to bring resurrection in relation to His own person and say, "Resurrection is not some distant event upon the horizon, resurrection is Myself, and where I am and when I am there, that is resurrection." He is in the midst. Do we believe it? He is here today; nay, we can go further, many of us, I trust all of us, and say He is within. Can we? If so, resurrection for us has in Him already taken place. He is the resurrection and we are brought into relationship with Himself upon the basis of a life which has triumphed over death. He is that Life triumphant over death, already resident within us, and resident within the assembly. Yes, this is true. These are statements of fact; but oh, here again, it is a question of faith.

    


    
      Faith Laying Hold of God's Facts

    


    We said with regard to the truth that He is in the midst, there has to be an attitude and an action of faith. Yes, an attitude and action of faith. It will often be that we have no sense of His being in the midst, either in us or in the midst of us. We may have oft-times an entirely opposite sense but He changeth not, "For I am the Lord, I change not," "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever," "...another Comforter, that He may abide with you for the age (Gr.)." "Oh, but today I feel anything but that the Lord is within, everything today says the Lord has gone, has departed." You will have those experiences, they are dark tunnels where every bit of the spiritual will be frozen, every bit of consciousness of the Lord will be dead, faith will be tested, but have we not been through enough of such experiences already to make us at least begin to believe that when we get a little further on we shall emerge from this tunnel and know that He has been there all the time, and He will just perhaps gently chide us and say, "I was there all the time, I do not come and go," and faith has to take up that position. So it has to be in the matter of the fact that in the power of His resurrection, He is in the midst, and as faith takes that position, that attitude, and stands, the fact breaks out, the fact becomes manifested and we emerge into the joy of it.

    

    Now Acts 1 says that by the space of forty days He appeared unto them. Here, again, is one simple little fragment of symbolic language. We know that forty throughout the Scriptures always speaks of testing and proving. Moses in the mount for forty days tests Israel down below and proves them, but unfortunately they break down. Israel in the wilderness forty years, tested, proved, breaking down. The Lord Jesus in the wilderness forty days and forty nights tested, proved, triumphant! Resurrection - forty days - what for? Testing and proving. Appearing; yes, something to go on. Disappearing; nothing to go on; or, He may be here any minute. Appearing; disappearing; proving, testing. Proving, testing throughout the complete period until it was established through testing and proving that He was alive. Perhaps no more wonderful forty days in history! Oh, that we could live there where those disciples must have been, through the forty days, "You never know one minute from another when He will be here, when you may see Him." He does not seem to be here now! What is to be our attitude? We may never see Him again? He has gone for ever? Oh, no! Not that attitude; at any moment we may know that He is here! And we live, not on the negative, that, having disappeared we may never see Him again, but on the contrary, that having so constantly appeared He may be here at any minute. Faith can always take the negative side and become doubt, but faith has to live on the positive side. Testing, proving, until established in the fact that He is alive there is no doubt about it, "...by many infallible proofs" He has proved this, and I think that that explains John's twenty-first chapter. He has disappeared, chapter twenty, disappeared! It looks as though the story is closed with that, He has disappeared. But He re-appears as upon the shore when they are upon the sea, and it seems to say, "Yes, though He has disappeared He is on yonder shore watching all the operations; He is not out of touch." And the appendix was worthwhile if it was for that alone.

    

    You see the point is they were constituted upon this. Their very being was based upon that, the fact, the reality, not as a doctrine, not as something that was merely reported. He is a living, personal reality in vital association with their experiences, and He established them upon that; and that is the assembly. What is true of the assembly has to be true of every member of the assembly. Oh, beloved, that we might take the faith attitude on the positive side toward the abiding presence of the Lord, according to His Word, in resurrection. The Lord is here, and yes, but more, He is here in all the virtue and potentiality of His resurrection, and the Holy Spirit would bear witness to that, for He is here to seal the testimony of Jesus in the hearts of those who believe; for, says the Apostle, "the exceeding greatness of His power which He wrought in Christ" is "to usward who believe." "Thomas, because thou hast seen me thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed." He is risen, and the fact of His resurrection as a power within the life and within the assembly is the testimony for which the assembly has been constituted, and we have no justification in existing as the Church if that testimony is not in us. There is no justification for assembling together unless the issue is life, an expression of life.

    

    Every time we assemble together there should be such a faith attitude toward the Lord as present, and a taking hold of Him as present in the power of resurrection, that this assembly should once again feel that power at work. We ought to go away from our assembling together revitalised, re-energised, renewed, feeling marvellously refreshed and not worn out, tired to death; and it depends very very largely upon our attitude toward the Lord. Oh, if we come together to judge the messenger, to criticise the message, to take account of things present outwardly and to have a meeting for conscience sake, or bound up with religious legalism or anything like that, we will be glad when it is all over. But if our hearts are directed toward the Lord and we are laying hold of the Lord as present in the power of resurrection, we can go away as giants refreshed as with new wine. It depends upon the faith attitude. I do not say everything depends upon this. I can conceive of circumstances when, with all the exercise of the Lord's children, there might be a disorder which arrests the Holy Spirit, but a great deal depends upon that for which we come, and the faith we exercise when we do come. Try it and see how it works. Get the Lord into view and exercise faith in relation to Him.

    


    
      First-Fruits of Resurrection

    


    In connection with this resurrection you have this third thing, this third principle. "Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended unto my Father: but go to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God." Literally, "take not hold on Me for I am not yet ascended unto my Father." "Ascended"; this is not the ascension, of course, of which Acts 1 speaks, "a cloud received Him out of their sight." This is something that came in between His resurrection and His ultimate ascension as there mentioned, and it carries with it one of the richest meanings for the assembly. It carries many meanings. "I have not yet ascended"; "I ascend." Evidently between His appearing to Mary, and His coming into the assembly He had ascended. What for? Well, He was the first-fruits. He was the first-fruits of a harvest to be fully reaped in resurrection, in the power of His resurrection. The harvest was in view, spiritually; Pentecost, the time of harvest, was forty-seven days hence, but before the harvest you always have the first ripe grain, the first-fruits. The Jewish farmer, six weeks before the harvest went into his field and plucked the ears that were already ripe and took them into the temple, and they were presented aloft, heaved before the Lord, with this two-fold meaning, "Lord, inasmuch as you have given me these first-fruits, in faith I receive the whole harvest: and Lord, inasmuch as I give You the first-fruits I recognise that all the harvest is Yours." "Christ the first-fruits," says Paul; and here was the presentation of Himself in the presence of the Father as the first-fruits in which the whole harvest is bound up, in which the whole harvest is secured in faith's complete triumph in which all the harvest is for God, everything is secured and everything is included in Christ the first-fruits.

    

    What has happened? Let us have a look at Romans 8:29 again, "For whom He foreknew, He also foreordained to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren". What has happened? He has gone right back in that act of presenting Himself to the Father, right back to the foreordination of God; in the foreknowledge of God every member of Christ was known, foreknown and foreordained, foreknown in the attitude which they would take toward the call which would come to them eventually. He has foreordained them, not to salvation, but to be conformed to the image of His Son, and having foreknown and foreordained to that end, the Lord Jesus, in going to the Father in His resurrection-ascension went right back, into the before times eternal and secured every one of the foreordained, secured every one of them in the power of His resurrection, the whole church in His own person, and presented them representatively, as the Firstborn among many brethren, before God; and then He came down and constituted His assembly and started to work conformity to that which had been before the Father, as that which the Father had determined from all eternity. First-fruits, "...the Firstborn among many brethren." It is a tremendous thing, this ascension, this going as the first-fruits into the Father's presence. It says that all the harvest will surely come and be there. It is not only something in the Father's intention before the world was, but something secured now, literally in the Son, in the power of His resurrection.

    

    That which rose up in the face of the eternal intention and said: "It shall never be," sin, death, the devil, said: "That inclusion of that elect race in the person of Jesus Christ shall never be," Christ has come and met that challenge in His cross and broken it, and in His representative Person as the first-fruits has taken that whole company into the presence of God and secured them there. That is no small thing. He says, "God intended - ". The Devil said "No." "I have answered the 'No' of Satan and secured My Church." The Church is constituted on that basis. In effect the Risen Lord said: "Oh, do not make an earthly thing of Me, I am no longer related to this earth, I am related to heaven now, My family is related to heaven." "And as Head of the Church, the Church is a heavenly Body; do not try to tie Me to earth, do not make something of Me here." "No, I and My members are heavenly in life, in relationship, in interests, in everything." That is the Church, that is the nature, and basis of the Church, and Christ is the centre as the resurrection, as the first-fruits, in the presence of God.

    

    The Lord interpret His Word to us and bring us into the spiritual value of it, just show us the fuller meaning and make us to see our heavenly calling in Christ Jesus.
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